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ROY WENTWORTH

Roy Graham Wentworth (1946-2003) was born in Tooting in London and came to Scotland first in
1963, on holiday in Gairloch, Wester Ross. In succeeding years he returned, making closer contact
with the local people and the Gaelic language of the area, and becoming especially friendly with a
local crofter, * An Peigi ( lain Mackenzie): This friendship helped to deepen both his involvement in
Gairloch life and his competence in spoken Gaelic. In 1966 he enrolled for a degree in Forestry at the
University of Aberdeen, but in 1969 changed direction to work for the Honours degree on MA in
Celtic Studies at Aberdeen.

When he left the university with his Honours degree in 1973 he settled in Gairloch. When ‘An Peigi
died in 1983 Roy became the crofter, and as curator of the local museum was able to continue his
study of the Gaelic of Gairloch, its oral literature and songs and especially its placenames and place-
lore; for many years he contributed placename and other traditional material to the archives of the
School of Scottish Studies in the University of Edinburgh. His place in the Gairloch community was
confirmed by his marriage in 1985 to Magaidh a native of the area, and by the birth of their son and
daughter. He devoted himself to the serious study of Gaelic metrics and of linguistic theory and
practical phonetics, collecting from the dwindling number of Gairloch Gaelic speakers the last
remnants of the dialect.

With thanks to Magaidh Wentworth for allowing Roy’s work on Port Henderson to be included in the
results of this project.
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