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Ayrshire.

fulRPERCROFI' (See the plan made by the Commission in 1953, and

Proceedings, vol. xxviii, 390).

Inner Enclosure This is approximately circular and is defended by a

single rampart. Except on the N. side, where it is drawn across flat ground,

the rampart runs along a well-marked. shoulder which takes the form of a scarp

about 6 ft. in height. One or two outer facing stone~ are still in situ, and

a great deal of tumbled stone on the face of the scarp shows that the rampart

has, in fact, been a subst~ntial stone wall, but its thickness is uncertain

in the absence of any of inner facings. \~at Christison took to be inner

facings are actually the ruins of a later dyke, built of materials from the older

wall and no doubt contemporary with the croft shown on the plan. There are no

definite indications of the original entrance but it probably lay in the wide

gap on the N. The stone-revetted track on the SE. is unquestionably moder-n,

while the gap on the E. seems to be due to ploughing. The croft and field

walls clearly belong to a later occupation, and the mounds noted

are presumably field-clearance heaps. The L-shaped wall on the SEe

belongs to an outbuilding connected the croft. The whole of the top of

the hill is enclosed within the rampart, and consists of a Iuore or less level

area which has been ploughed at some time in the past. original

structures have been obliterated.

Outer Enclosyre On the side, N. of the point where a later

diverges from it, the outer rampart is indicated a crest-line running

"""'-1.1""6 the lower shoulder of the hill and overlooking a marshy hollow to the

The scarp is only 6 ft. in height at the point of junction with the later dyke,

but increases to 20 ft. in height at the and then diminishes

The bottom of the scarp is about 15 ft. in from the dyke at the N. end of the

and continues at this distance f!~m it as long as they remain parallel.

All the stones have been robbed from the r~npart in this sector to build

field walls. There is a break in the soarp, 33 ft. in width, situated

opposite the running down from Wardlaw Hill, and on a saddle which offers

easy access to the fort. JLnother track, 20 ft. in width, occurs st before

a modern wall across the line of the rampart and where a transverse gully cuts i1

at right angles.

edge!

On the NE. side the modern wall lies 12 ft. in from the



~---------------------------------------------..l..-.,

edge of the s carp (the hachures can be made of arbitr ary length here on t he

final plan, for the slo:;eis long and unbroken). The first signs of tumbled

stone appear wher e the scarp has broken away back t o the line of t he modern

wal l at the first tree. The break is 60 ft. in wi dth, and beyond it the scarp

i s again 12 ft. in from the dyke wi th, however, a distance of 8 f t . between the

top and bottom and a height of 6 ft. The scarp bec omes increasingly stony,

and wher e the first kink appears in the wall , the outer face of the rampart i s

vi sible for the f irst time, 5 ft. beyond the wall ; i t i s 7 ft. in length

and consi sts of a core of small stones faced wi t h lar ge boulders. The crest

here is only 6 f t . from the dyke but the bottom of the scarp is still 8 ft.

out and 6 ft. in hei~'I1t. The r ampar t continue s in this state to the E. apex,

wher e the ruined wal l branches off to the ESE: beyond thi s point the scarp is

very slight and the wall i s sup erimpo sed on the crest. The s carp next becomes

a mound with a very sl i ght inner slope some 10ft. inside the dyke , and an

outer slope 6 ft . beyond the dyke as shown on the air photographs. Here loose

stone i s visibl e on both sides but there are no facings. The L~ner slope of

the mound gradually decreases i n width t o the point wher e the modern wal l

diverge s from its line , and a ruined wal l t ake s i t s place. The lat t er st ar t s

on the l ine of the rampart then, after a short distance, cuts 15 ft. insid.e i t

before r esuming again on the same cour se . I n this sector the scarp is about

8 - 12 ft. out, but on this side the r ampart d.o es not f ollow a contour but i s

drawn arbitrarily across a slight sl ope . Some 60 yds N. of the st ar ting

point in thi s descript ion, a track 8 ft. wi de , and probabl y secondary, cuts

oblique l y through t he crest - l ine from SW.

The conclusi on is that the outer rampart has been sub st antially stone

wall, l ike the inner one, but its wi dt h is uncertain. Its line i s in some

measure dictated by the contours but on the SW . i t deliberately choose s a

curvilinear path .

complete the plan.

Air photographs and the O.S. map should be empl oyed to

360325 xxi i S. E. 16 Mar ch 1953
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AYRSHIRE

CPJUGIE

DUN, " CAMF CASTLE", CRAIGIE. The ruined structure known as "Camp

Castle" , a quarter of a mile due N. of Craigie, s tands on the level top

of a small ridge of rock lying E. and W. Th e N. and S. sides of'the

ridge are moderately steep and rise 60 f't. and 15 f't. respectively above

the i r innnediate surroundings , but t h e E. and W. ends are gently inclined

and possess no defensive valu e. Although the s tructure has been largel y

wreck ed by stone-robbers, and is classified simply as a " s i t e" on t he

O. S. map, sufficient remains to show that it h as consisted of a stone

wall, from 13 ft. to 15 ft. in thiclmess, which encloses a circular area

35 f't. in diameter (F i g. ) . Exc ept on t he W. arc, wher e it has been

completely destroyed by surface qu arrying, t h e foundation course of' t he

outer f' ac e of t he wall, comprising large boulders measuring 2 ft. i n

h ei ght and up t o 3 ft. 6 i.mi. in length, is traceable f or the greater

part of t h e circuit: the slight bulge in t hese f'acings on t he ffi1. is

probably not an original feature but has been caused by local displacement

of the foundations when the superstructure collapsed. Only two, or
s''

possibly t hree} s t on es of the imler face arenow v i s i b l e )but the approximate

~
position of this~e is marked by a slight crest-line on the NVl. half

of' the circuit. Th e structure is certainly not mediaeval , as might be

inferred f'rom the n ame "Camp Castle" ,and al.thoughzio signs of an entrance ,
T~ (k. ~ ~\\

or of chambers or gall e.,es )~ can be: seen~t the present t ime,

it might prove on excavation to be a broch,

A( 5 427327

xxiii S. W. eCamp CaatiLe" , site of) .

MS S -~ ..JU .
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MAP .
M.R .
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21 August 1 952.



AYRSHIRE.

ENCLOSURES, FII~W~TS HILL. On open moorland 70 yds. SW. of the

summit of Finnarts Hill and at a height of 650 ft. O.D. there is a

roughly circular enclosure measuring 57 ft. in diameter within a dit eh

and external bank (Fig. From it there is a magnificent view north-

wards along the Ayrshire coast as far as Downan Point, and westwards

across, the entrffilce to Loch Ryan and the N. end of the Rhinns of

Galloway, Ireland being vis ible on a clear day. The bank and ditch are

clearly non-defensive in character, each having a mean width of onJ~ 8 ft.;

at the present time the ditch is not more than 18 ins. deep, and the bank,

which appears to be formed simply of upcast from the ditch, is less than

12 ins. in height. The interruption in the bank and ditch on the NNW.

arc may represent an original entrance, but needs to be tested by

excavation, since the apparent causeway across the ditch could be due to

the deposit of material from the two modern holes which have removed

part of the baD~ at this point. The interior is flat and covered

with peat, and the only feature is a shallow hole w~~ch has been

near the centre in recent times. The work is obviously of considerable

antiquity, and in view of the fact that it is situated above the present

limit of the peat, and in close proximity to a cairn which has yielded a

1Food Vessel, it is presumably a Bronze Age burial of ring-barrow type.

On the summit of the same hill there are some raint traces, too

indefinite to plan, of another quasi-circular enclosure, in this case

formed a ~tony bank and an external ditch, each about 6 ft. in width,

measuring some 55 ft. in diameter internally.

052742 lxix S. • (IIEarthwork" in ordinary type; unno bed }, 31 t 1954..



AYRSliIRE

BALLANTRAE

ENCLOSURES, FnlN.A.RTS HILL . On open moor l and 70 y ds . SW. of t he

summit of Finnarts Hill and at a height of 650 ft. O. D. there is a

roughly circular encl osure measuring 57 ft. in di amet er wit hin a ditch

and external, bank (Fi g. ) • From it there is a magni f i c ent view north-

wards along the Ayrshire coast as f' ar- as Downan Point. and westwards
R.~\..~~

across the entrance to Loch Ryan and the N. end of t he Rh~ of

Gall oway, Ireland being v i s i b l e on a clear day . The b ank and ditch er e

clearl y non-defensive in character , each having a me an wi dth of only 8 ft.;

at t he present t ime the ditch is not more than 18 ins. de ep , and t he bank,

which 1!'pears to be f ormed simply of upcast from the ditch , is less than

12 ins. in height. The interruption in the bank and ditch on t he NNW.

""'"~arc~represent~ an original entrance, but needs t o be t e s t ed by
c...euto

excavation, since t he apparent causeway across the ditch ffi.a:J b e due t o

t he deposit of mat erial from the two modern bo l es which h ave removed

part of the b ank at this point . The interior~ is f lat and covered

with peat , and the only f eature is a shallow hole which has b een dug

near the centre in recent times. The work is ;.. obviously of considerable

antiquit y, and in v i ew of t he fact t hat it is situated above t he present

excavatio~

On t he summit of t he same hill t h er e are some faint traces, too

indefinite to plan, of another qu asi - ci r cular enclosure, in t his case

f onned by a stony 'bank and an external ditch, each about 6 ft. in width,

and measuring some 55 f t. in. diameter i nternally. The ;il~-

w~nt-rarn:re,

MSS ~):. ······
PLA N ·······
MAP ·········
M. R .
REFS ·········

__ _ --:._- -.1--_

(1) P. S. A. S. , lxxviii (1943- 1.:.), 136-7.

052742

!xix S. W. ("Earthwor k" in ordinary type; unnoted). 31 August 1954.



Ay r s hire.

{OTTE, DINVm. The earthiiOrk known as "Dinvin" is obviously

a motrte , and one o f the best pr e s erved monument s of its kind in

Scotland.

200933 l y i S. W. 12 Lay 1953

1M:~~~ '---::i<-~ .
I F LI , .''.l .
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DUN, BOYDSTON. This structure (Fig.

WEST KIIBRIDE

) , 300 y ds. W. of Boydston,

occupies a small t riangular point of l and which projects f rom the

escarpment overlooking t he 25 ft. raised beach. The site is bounded

on all t hree sides by gullies , those on the NW. and SE. h aving b een

cut by former wat ercours es , wh i l e the other, on t he NE., or landward

side , may represent an original di t ch, dug by t he builders of the dun,

which has subsequently b e en enlarged by natural agencies. The remains

comprise two walls , the irmennost of wh i ch (A on t h e plan) was no

doubt once continuous and enclosed the whol e of the l evel ground at

the SW. end of t he plateau, whi l e the outer line (B), situated on the

NE. side, provided a covering defence for t he entrance. Mor e t h an

half the inner wall has be en destroyed by erosion s o that the original

size and shape of t he wor k are unknown. The surviving:portion is 17 ft.

in thiclmess . and consists of a solid core of small s tones f aced on

either side with dry wall ing composed of l arge undres s ed boulder s up t o

2 ft. 9 ins. in length; a single course of thes e :facings can be t r ac ed

interm:ittently round t he outside of the wall, but the irmer f ace is onl y

exposed at one point wher e a small pit has been dug against the back of

thevall in recent t imes. The out e r wall, of which only the core and an

occasional outer facing stone are now vi s ibl e , appears to have b een

similar in construction to t he main wall but not more than 10ft. i n

thickness. The original entrance t o the s tructure is probably

represented by the modern t r ack which runs obliquel y through the

outer wall and then directly t h rough t he inner wall.

219448

X • S W ("Fort").~ . .

MS S \\..¥ .
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Ayr sh ire.

FORT, HOLIDWSfIEAN. The pl an and description i ven in

Proceedinr; (v 1. XXTii, 396) are adequate. The '.•ork may

be accepted as an Early Iron Age f ort , wi t h e ither hea ed

r ampart 't earth. and s t ne, or stone walls which have b een

heavily robbed. The i nner raEipart has cl earl y ' een c ntinu us ,

hile the ot her appear to have defended only a art of the

circuit.

244063 29 Jlay 1953 .

~i :~i~~~~ :K.~ .~-=
. FL)',1, 1...... .... .. ......•....

. I"I . ~ 0 .

1"1. R .
f~ t FS .



Ayr shire.

FORT, MAXVlELISTON HILL. .An oval fort wi t h two earthen

raI:Iparts which are pr es umab l y corrt empor-ary although they are

not parallel. The p l an gi v en by Scith (t ic. 273) i etter

than the one in Proceedings (vol. xxvii, 395) s ince the latter

omits the t wo entranc es. The rampart are formed f u -cast

fro external ditches, and still apl ear 83 mounds acr s the

flat eastern appr ach, but else zher'e they have been reduced to

cres t-l i nes . The wor-k appears to be unfinished f r the

fo llowi

1)

reasons:

The cut er renpart h n t been c ntinued to the N.

of the W. ate.

2) Both ra~arts ~:d di t ches have an unfinished l ook ,

the ditch eing pertunct ory in s ome l aces as though i t was

simply a r.1ar. · - out trench.

The gap in the defences on the NW. s eems or i ginal to judge

f r om the a rupt and well-defined terr.'inals of the d i t ches on

either side of i t .

260990

There i s n t rac e of huts.

1 S. E 12 . ay 1953 .
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Ayrshire.

? DUN, HCVf1.illIR QUARRY. The s ite is an oval rocky knoll s t anding

about 12ft. in h eight on the N. and W. s ides , the S. and SE s i de s

mer ging with the gener al slope of the hill. Around t he base on t he

N. and If. ther e i s a ditch wha.ch is b est pr es erved at the W. ap ex wh er e

it i s 4 ft . deep and ha s an eff ective 'width of 15ft. On the N. it is

traceabl e by a v ery s l ight a.epr es s i on now f i lled with rushes. and on the

S. i t appears a s a t errace, but i t i s no l onger v i s ibl e on the E. or SEe

The gap on the ....I, side may represent an original entrance , but if so

t he quarry must h ave destroyed t he road linking t hi. s entr anc e with the

sumnit . Alternatively, the causeway may have be en laid acr oss the di t ch

to serve the quarry, the original entrance to the s ite b eing a )G. the

E. end. A slight r emnant of' a marginal mound, no doubt once continuou s ,

survi v es on the N. side of the ditch.

and shows no stonework.

I t i s not more than 1 ft. high

The remains on the flat summit of the hill comprise the f ollowing

e lements: -

(1) A slight l y scooped, hor s e- shoe s haped depression measuring 20 ft. x

25 ft.

(2) ~ ditch or robber -trench round t he S. margin.

(3) A ragged bank ( prob ab l y the upcast mound f'rom a robber-trend!

on the E. sid~.

It seems probable t hat these remains represent a wr ecked dun of

Craigie Cas t l e type . but the point could on l y b e determined by excavation.

Th er e is now no stonework to be s e en anywhere. A plan of the site h a s b een

made but is scarcely wor-th r eproducing in view of' t he ambiguous nature

of the structure.

2761 18 xxviii SE. ( "Fortl!) , 5t h September 1 955.
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Ay r sh i r e.

FORT, KIIDOON. As Srr~th says (p.17S), t his is a

vitrified fort. The pl an closely reser:ibles that of

Trusty's Hill fort, an inner vitrified rampart, oval ci.n

pl an, being supple ented by anot h er rampart wh i ch has

een carried r und the side of the hill and also by an

outer hornwor k on the W. side. Vitrifaction was

observed at the NE. corner of t he ase of the ionumerrt

and at the SEe corner of the r-arm art. A recent detaile
V ·

description of the 'na r k is gi v en in Proceedings ( vo .L, ~, 39).

298074 Xl";v S.E.
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Ayrshire

FORT, DOWA_S HILL. A fort wi t h tri ple def ences , now in

the l ast s t ages of de cay . The i~Der def ence , whi ch was probably

a stone wal l , i s now repres ented by a l ow bank, whil e t he other

t wo defences appear simply as i ntermit t ent crest-lines. A plan

of the s i t e i s des irabl e, but t here doe s not appear t o be any

i~nediate urgency.

347125 xxxix SW. ("Earthwor k" ). 29 Apr i l 1953 .
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1OTTE, SHANTER KNONE.

Ayrshire.

The f eat u r e known as " Shant e r

Knowe" is a raot t.e c omposed of sand and p ebb l e s . The f i nds

r ec orded by S "th (p. 203) no doubt represent an earlier

oc cupati on of the s ite.

218075 xliv S. W. 29 May 1953 .



Ay r sh i r e.

"! ' .

FORT, DOW HI LL. The. .i:='l an and description o~ this fort iTen

in Proceedings (Tol. XXTii, 392) are satisfactory, exce.. t t hat the

If c i t ade l " i s Ter-emphasi z ed in t.he drawing. It was no doubt

bounded 'Y a wall , but all the stones have been removed leaTi

onley a low, intermittent mound : the thickness of t h e VIall can

only e deterwined bey excavation. The wor k ha s b een classified

as a fort in vi ew of' its situation, and the f act that it is lar er

and mor-e heaTily def'ended than the local duns.

192962 1 N. E. 29 May 1953 .
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DUN, GIENFOGr.

./

Ay r shire.

This is a small dun, circular in shape and

raeasurang only 40 f t . i n diameter wi t h i n an earthen or rubble

There r;lay be another- next to it, as Smith says, but the

evidence does not amount to proo~.

due cour s e.

A p l an should be made i

2141+54 x S. E. ("Fort" ) 31 Uay 1952
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" Cll,.MP" , VI NCENT CCY.I.""fAGE (SITE) .

Ayrsh i r e .

The site is a damp gul~

l e ading into a b og. The r e is nothin g to see and the s o- called

11c amp " i s p robab ly b ogus.

363135 xxxix S.E. 29 March 1953.
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A yrshir e.

MOTl'E, T~4.RBOIiI'ON. (S ee Commission plan made i n 1953). Thi s
lIt.l... ~\~ cst G\.-

motte occupie s ;; Qi'ep ~ t r iangular promontory. It is 11 fi. in

height, and has b een surrounded by a ditch which is stil l visible

as a s hallow depression on t he SEe The motte i s in a nmtilated

condit ion owing to later disturbance and would not b e likely to

r epay excavation. There are no certam trac es of a b ailey, but

it i s r easonable to suppose that the motte would be encl osed by

a rampart following the crest of the prormrrtory as shown on the plan,

whil e the later field bank :I'lmn; pg across the bank of the pro nt ory

is probably based on the r emains of such a rampart.

On the S. s ide of the ootte,and over l ying the ditch, i s an

enigmatic r ound s t ruct ure consist i ng of a circular bank, s ome

18 ins. high and app arent l y of earth , s urrounding a slight l y hollowed

area. Fires h ave obviousl y b een lit within it in r ecent times but

its original purpos e i s obscure.

432273 xxviii. N.W. ("Moat") . 27 J.ay 1953 .



FAISA.

Ay r shire.

The f'ollowing "Forts" ref'erred to in Smit h 's

Prehistoric Man of' Ayrshire do not exist or are other t ypes of'

structures.

1. Goldenberry Hill (p. 7). There is nothing to see of' this

feature, and t he "Fort" ment ioned by Mr. Adams above Bankend Wood

is simply a natural spur.

Knockewart Hill (P. 23) . No visible remains.

3. So-called Roman Trenches near Tarbol t on (p. 15l) are

simply hollow-tracks made by cattle.

4. Castle Hi l l, Greenock W~E:;.t(P. 135) . No visible remains.

5. . Pencote Hill (P. 71). This hill is not marked on the O. S.

map, but no signs of' t h e supposed double ditches can be seen either

f'rom t h e road, or on the air photographs, on eit her Pondery Hi ll or

'Whin Hi l l.

6. Castle Hi l l (p. 72). No visible remains , although t he site

is eminently suitable f'or a prehistoric or medieval stronghold.

Glengennet (p. 211) • The so-called "ramparts ll are mer el y

a series of hollow-tracks leading to a river crossi~

8. Bower Hill (p. 180) • The so-called II di t ch" is ~atural

gul ly, 35-40 f't . wide, whi ch cuts off' the little headland. Its. .

Wi dt h, and the fact t hat it is straight, not curved, mark it as

a purely natural f'eabure,

Sighthill (p. 135) . This is a late medieval site similar. .

to the one at Neth erwood Plantation (Wot eb ook S 7 ' p. 26).
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.~rshire.

SHELL m OWE, ALMONT (Smith' s Prehistoric Man in Ayrshire, 216). This

must b e the Almont "FortI! referred to by Smith, so that the Ordnance Survey
I4.\.

would appear to h ave transplanted the name Shell Knowe from the ior aine ,

which is visible from t he road.., t o the "FortII • It is a naturaJ. knol l

whi ch ms probably b een adapted to serve as a motte ; t he so-caJ.led ditch

is not convincing.

1887 ]xi S. E. 16 Septerriber 1953
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FCRT, W.AFJJL.A..W HILL.

Ayr shire.

Alt hough not marked as an antiquity on t he

2.5 May 19.52 :.

o.s. map/this is a perfe ct l y good f'ort. Note t hat a plan and

description are given in Proceedings (vol . xxvii, 393).
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? DUI'l', DOUNNAN (SITE).

Ayrs hi re .

Ther e is now nothing to see

on t he f ea.ture known as "Dounnan" although i t ma.y be

t aken f or granted t hat t he name implies i t was once f ortifi ed .

230054 1 N.W. 29 May 1953 .
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MOTI'E, CASTLE HILL, ALSTON.

Ayrshire.

A description of thi

mot t e is giver- in Pr oceedino (vol . lxxYii , 44- 5) but the

so-called enc l osure on the E.side is s imply t he depression

of a ditch. This f eat ure is visi bl e at the base of the tte

on both t he E. and W. sides , a l though it is largely filled up.

I ts ori inal :-: i cith was about 20 - 25 ft.

5033~~ xviii S .E. 19 August 1952 .
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.c.y r s h i re.

FORT, AUID HILL, PORTmCROSS. This vitri~ied f ort i

now in a p oor c ondit ion. It seems to have c onsi ted of' a s ingle

oval ra-;:part roth hornwoz-ks at either end , but subsequently

the E. end appears to have been cut off by a ditch and cr owned

by a r ect angular (?) Walt nc 1osure. f Sf\ ~ _~ f " ; i ! l.>:)~ -

~
171491 x N.E. 31 J.ay 1952 .
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y rshir e

TURF ENCLCSUP.ES , ~;:N ·CKINCULlO CF-. Chri s t i s on I s p l an in P. S• .A. S., xxva ,

177, i s subst antLal.Ly correct, b ut a ie« rzinor- alterations h av e b een not ed

i n t h e Commission I s copy of this Volume. r:!:'p e most import ant error i s that

Chri s t i s on f ailed t o notice t h at each o f t h e rri.ne long and nar-row comp ar-tmen t s

has an opening at t he junction with the wing wall va.rying f rom 3 - 6 ft . in

wi dt h.

Th e vzing wall mus f h ave b e en ant ended to h el p in dr i v ing stock i nto t he

long conpar-t men t , and the wh ol e t h :Ul} i s t hu s a s eries of s tock- p ens. Bu t

t here is no errt z-an ce between compar-trcerrt s .A and B, ana. n o obvious exp.Lanat i.on

of t h e curious l ay -out of t h e site.

343005 li SY1. (~) . 7 J uly 1955.



Ayrshire

l.iOTl'E, .AU WAY. I agree wi,th S!T'.it h (Pr ehis t oric _'·~an i n P.yrs:hi r e, p. 159)

t h at the hol l ow' on the t op of tIn s r:otte , which me a sur-es 6 i 't . i n d epth,

is prob ably due t o later int er ference J and it is r easonable t o aasume "th a t t h e

ground wa s originally Le :vel .

338180 xxxi i i SI'l.
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Ay r sh i r e

"EARI'.!::iWO_ -CS Il
) T.A:RBOIIT.'CN. The so called II e ar-thwo r'k s " record e d by Smit h

(Pr eh i s t o ric Man in Ay r shir e , p. 151 ) are simply hol l ow-t r a cks made by c at tl e.

442268 xxviii SVl. (urmoted) 18 Augus t 1952.
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Ayrsh i r e

DUN, :REt'IIP Li j 'f. Shortly b efore t he d at e of vis i t ) a man called Ea cLeo d ,

-r"t:N...,~
prob ab l y a n at i v e of Kilmarnock or Darve L j had "b:-a.·"wflea. across the inner

wall of t his s t ructu r e on the W. side. I t appeared f rom hi s s ection t h at t h e

wall was about 1 l.~ ft. in t hic!me s s and s tanding to a hei ght of 2 ft . The

irmer half of the all wa s vit rif i ed throughout , wh er e as the ou t e r half was

unburned, Th e structure should p r ob ably be de s crib ed as a dun r a t h er t han

a f ort , bu t i t was so over grovm at the t ime of visit that o..et ail ed inspection

was impos s ibl e.

xxi BE. ( Il Fo r t ll
) . L~ J une 1952 .
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p_y rshi r e

NClCSUP.E, C_~'l'LE rU LL, Gill'<IS IDE. This i s a small circul ar e ar-thwo r k

bounded by a single 101', b ank and m.e a su r ing about 80 f t. i n cLiame"c e r

i n t ernally . There is n o t r a c e of any s t one in the b ank, nor -sign of a dit ch.

Th e posit i on i s a str ong one, on t De edge of a ravine, but t h e wor k is not

a mott e no r a dun and i t s age and purpos e are unc er-t af,n,

1
20952 5

I
vi SE. ( 1I Castle hi l l" ) . 3 J une 1952.
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Ay r shi r e

I';:OTTE, lX'I\7.FODE BDP.N. This s tructure i s not a I Ort but a 'well -

p r es erved motte.

225l:37
N W.

xvil llFort ll
) 2 June 1952.
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Ay r s p.ir e

~, ~CTTE, KNOCKEIDOCH i~CUN'l'. This s t ruct u re i s a motte, me a sur-ing 36 I"t.

by 24- ft. on t he t op ,

round i n i t s original

shape.

and having a d Lt ch round the base. I t was prob a.b ly
los'1t u..-\t\"fJ,c,..,.

f orm but t h e sid es h av e been t r imme di.to a r-ect.angu'Lar-

253452 x i SlY. 2 June 1952.
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Ay r shir e

FORT, Kl~GCK JJu~e-ON. A douhl.e- wal. Led oval f ort i n. a comp aratively good s t a t e

of p r e s ervat i on. Th e wall s have b oth Oe e11. about 10ft. in t hickne s s , and

t here i s an outer cii t ch v:ith an external upcast mound on the S. side. _11.

t he c entre o f t h e for t is a r OUJ.J.d~ cairn about 50 f't . i n diameter.

A p lan of t.h e f or t shoul.d 'oe made but there is no i.J:nrrlediate. urgency.

235473 xi I II. 2 June 1952.
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away.

_L\_:YTshir e

D J , CP..8TI.3 HI LL (SITE) . This structure has been comp.Le'te I y ~ua..-ri.ed

285536 vii NE. (unnot ed) . 1 June 1952.
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Ay r sloi r e

F ORT, CARv'iIN1U NG BILL. 'r'hi s h as b een a stone- walled f ort , but it i s

nOYI in t h e last stages of ~decay. .A p l an cou.Ld be obtained , and should be

under-t aken a s soon as pos s i b l e.

286528 v:i..i SE. 1 .Iune 1952.
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~. y r s:b..i r e

pUN, AITN1WH CRAI G (SITE) . No t r a ce of this work can now be s een on

the surface, but i t was clearly a dun end not a f'or-t; Th e site is a f l at-

topped roughly circular mound , measuri ng about !:5 ft. in diameter.

278509 vii SE. ( rt For t , site ofII ) 2 J une 1952.
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TIillETE:rt.l\ITN TE lBMAINS, nmrrlIT....L :MOUNT.

A,yrshire

This structure

consists of a knoll round the c ase of wh i ch a wi d e dit ch has been

drrovn on all sides ex cep t that f aci ng t he sea. The di t ch carries an

up cast bank on its out er margi n , and its g ood s tate of pr es er va t i on

sugg ests a medi eval or lat er date . The knol l i s a natural f ormati on

but may have be en art ifi cially trimmed round the s i d es. On i t s

s ummit there i s a circular en closur e about 45 ft . i n diamet er

bounded by a drystone wall wh i ch is set 0 ck a f ew yards from the
~

margin of the summit area. ? r om t he not es i t s e ems pos s i bl e

t hat this wor-k is analogous t o the supposed du n at HOlrmuir Quarr y ,

but both sites should be r evi sited t o deter min e t he p oint.

A pLan of the~ structure woul d be wor t h making i n du e

c ourse but at present i t appears t o be in n o danger .

203038 26 _'._ay 1952.
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EflRrF 'IORK (SITE, TROWlER MOTE) .

hav e been levelled by cultivation.

Ayrshire.

t~~
All t~ of' this structure

198977 Lv l-J'E. 26 J!lJaY 1 952.
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E.ARI'HiVORK, TOWNHEAD.

Ayrshire.

This r ectangular earthwork is clearl y of'

medieval date , and may b e a homestead moat . A plan wi l l eventually

b e need ed but t he site does not appear t o be in any imnediat e danger.

406302 xxviii mi. 27 Hay 1952.
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FORr , T:f1:::E KNOCK.

AYrshire.

A double-ramparted Iron Age fort on a commanding

hilltop. It is oval on pl an, and mea sure s about 160 ft. along t he ma j or

axis. Ther e is no sign of any hut s . .A p l an should eventually be made ,

but t here is no imnediate urgency.

202628 iii RE. 31 May 1952.
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FORT, SEAMILL.

Ayrshire.

Thi s fort has b e en largely de st r oyed by t he

erection of a house wi thin i t , but the r ampart is still wel l - pr e s erved

at the E. end. For t he excavation of the s ite , see Ayrshir e &. Gall oway

Collections Vol . III.

203472 x SE. 31 May 1952.
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FCRT CASTIE HILL.

Ayrshire.

This fort cons i sts of a single wall whi ch

encompasses the top of a knoll, together with a ditch round. the b ase

of the knoll on the S. side. The wall i s about 9 ft. in t:b..iclr..nes s ,
"'~

and has b e en compos ed of' a 1:lAU~ core faced on e ach s i de vti t h dry-

wall ing. The outer wall r eferred t o by Smith is doubtful, but the

hut i n t he ditch looks genuine. The condition of the sit e is poor

but t here i s no urgency f or a p l an.

215587 i i i SE. 1 -June 1 952.
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DALRY

INDETERMINATE REMAINS, SOUTH HOlJ""RAT •

{ 'Note: Th e mouth of a stone passage, consisting of a heavy cap-stone

supported on vert i cal slabs, has been exposed by erosion in t he top of the

right bank of the gl en of South Hourat , j us t outside t he mv corner- of

the garth. Th e p ass ag e is at present chok ed wi th earth almost to roof

level, but i t evidently extends some Q st anc e into the bank as a second

caPftone can be seen bs:yond the f i r s t . 'Whet h er it is a chambered t omb ,

t he flue of a kiln, or mer el y a medieval s ewer can onl y b e d et ermined by

excavation" §,tld ther e is little point in recording the s tructure until

t his has been done. v i i NE. 5, Not e Book S 7, 1OJ

MSS \\:s; .
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AYRSHIRE

COIMONELL

FORT, DUNIEVITCF'"_ Close to the northern foot of F.nockdol i an there

is a de t ached rocky . eminence known as Duniewick whos e craggy sides rise

steeply , am in places precipitously, for a height of 50 ft. This

natural s tronghold has been fortified by the construction of a stone

wall round the margin of the summit area, excluding only a ' small area

of shelving ground, broken by rock outcrops, at the E. end. The

enclosure thus formed is roughly D-shaped on plan, measuring 1 00 :ft.

along its straight S. side by 85 ft. transversely, and was presumably

entered from the W. side wh er e a rocky cleft, running obliquely up the

face of the hill, provides the only relatively easy access. The wall

is in a heavily ruined condition at the present time, no facing stones

being visible while the stone core is reduced to a mere rickle: its

width C8.!JIlot be accurately estimated but has probably exceeded 7 ft.

The interior, whi ch is more or less level and covered with turf, exhibits

three roughly circular scoops, each about 15 :ft. in diameter, which

may be hut-floors. The only other feature, a length of turf dyke

extending from the centre of the enclosure to the W. wall is more likely

to be of recent origin.

11 6851

lxvi N. W. (unnot ed ) .
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AYRSIDRE

COLMONELL

FDR'l', BAISALLOCH H:!=LL. On Balsall och Hil l ther e are some slight

t r ac es of a native f ort, oval on plan and measuring a long the axes

3 00 ft. f'ron NE. t o SW. by 200 ft. t r ansvers ely (Fi g. ). The hill,

which is linked by a b road saddle t o Carleton Hill on the NE., presents

a v ery s t eep f ace, 600 ft. in h eight, to the mv. , and s omewhat s horter

and mor e gent l y inclined s lopes t o SE. and SW. The summit is rugged

and uneven, b eing b roken by r ock outcrops, but in b etween the outcrop s

there are a number of f'airly l evel grassy areas, some of which bear the

marks of fonner rig-culti vations. St rips of ol d r ig-cultivati on

running p arallel with the c ontours can also b e seen on the SE. flank of

the hill and on the saddle to the NE. At the present time the on~

certain indication of' the f'ort cons i sts of the crest-line lettered A

on the p l an which repre s ents t h e l ast v estige of a denuded wall or

rampart. At the NE. end , an insigni ficant bank linking two r ock outcrops

may b e the l ast surviv ing portion of this rampart, while a line of

boulders expos ed in a s heep-rub at the point marked X may have f ormed
,.

part of an external s tone 't,evetment or k erb. Els ewher e, however, the

r ampart h as been completely denuded ; discilosing on the gr.". and S. s i de s

the . a rtif'iciall y l evelled plat fo rm, or t errace, on which it was b ased.

tc..~ ""ri~·
Other r amparts~ r epre s ented by the crest-line B 0 11. the plan, and

by the f ragmentary t errace s G-H, 13tH! it u ~lIt= Mer e ilk:cly that the

laL M a' £tie 'J l'l tal;'::!£! gf ii' i I 119! :tOil L il I ac~ Two ent r ances t o the

fort, one on the S. s i de and the other at the NE. end , may b e original,

but no sign of st ruct ures c an b e seen in t he interior.

1 258 91

lx S. E. (urmc 'ted},
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COU 10NELL

FORT, C.ARLETON HILL. Cultivation has des t roy ed almost all traces

of the fort that once occupied the NE. end of the broad summit of

Carleton Hill. Th e si e is wel l suited for def enc e , being protected by a

v ery steep slope, 500 ft . in height , on t h e MO. , and by natural gullies

l ying at right-angles to t h e main axis of the hill, on the NE. and SVY.

No sign of f orti f i c at i on s can now be seen on any of t hese sides, but

running horizontally alon g the SE. f 'Lank of t he hill , a shori distance

b el ow the crest , t here are t wo p arall e l t erraces, 15 ft. apart , which

clearly represent the seatings f or t win walls or r amparts. Th e upp er

t errac e is only 40 y ds . in length , but t he b wer terrace i s t wi c e as l ong

and i s doub t l es s compl et e sinc e i t s ends res t on t h e t wo gull i es

men t i oned ab ove. Th er e is now no t r ace of any entrance t o the f ort , no r

of int erne]. structures.

12729L.

lx S. E. and hci S. v7. ( unnot ed) .
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AYRSHIRE

COU.,iONELL

MOTTE, LITTLE CARLETON. The earthwork that stands on the E. side

of' the public road at Little Carleton is a motte, the tfl:;.(..I.I.~;e,. in

earth and timber, of' the stone tower mown as Carleton Castle which is

situated about 50 yds. to the W. It consists of a nearly circular mound

(F'ig. ) , ranging in height f'rom 6 ft. on the NE. to 22 ft. on the SW.,

with a ditch, some 20 ft. in wi dt h , round the base. Except on the N.

quadrant , the ditch h as been completely obliterated by road making or

cultivation and the surviving portion, which is nowhere more t han 1 f't.

in depth, i s rapidly being erased by the plough. Some slight indications

of' an upcast bank can be seen on the outer lip of the ditch on the NE.

side, but as it swings nor-thwards the bank merges wit h the general slope

of' the hill and is Loeti, The top of' the motte is level and ovoid on

plan, measuring 76 f't. in maximum length by 56 ft. in breadth; it is

covered wi t h t urf' and exhibits no features of interest.

NX/1 33895

1x S. E. ("Earthwor k" in ordinary type).
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AYRSHIRE

COU IONELL

FORT, BARG.AIN HILL.. en the s1.UIlIIlit of Bargain Hill, at a height of

'fOO ft. O. D. , there are the vestigial remains of a pear-shaped fort

which has been defended by double r~arts and a medial ditch) and h as

measured 300 ft . in length from ENE. to WSW. by 270 ft. in greatest

width (Fig. ) . The inner rampart is still traceable on the WSW. side

in t he form of a grassy bank from 10 ft . to 15 f t . in thickness and up

to 2 ft. in height, but on the N. & SEe sd.dea it is mer ely represented

by a low scarp, while the ENE. end has been completely obliterated.

Three boulders embedded in the base of the scarp on t he SEe side suggest
,...

that the r amp art may h av e had an external kerb or 'Yev et t ing wall of stone,

but no stonework is visible at any other point on the cireuit. Faint

indications of t he ditch and outer rampart, too indefinite for accurate

me asur ement, can be seen on the WSW. side, and Nat i onal Survey air photo

graphs (
1)

show both elements on the SE. side also, so t hat i t can be

assumed that they wer e originally continuous. .A gap in the S. arc of the

imler rampart , 1 5 £'t. in width, presumabl~ represents an original

entrance, and it is possible that there was a second entrance at the

ENE. end. Ap art from a wat er - hol ding hollow, which may b e artificial,

the interior is featureless.

(1) 1 06G/SCar/UK!1 72, 3155-6.

tY't!1 91885

lxi S. E. (unnoted) •
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AYRSHIRE

GIRVAN

EJ..RTHWORK, CHAPELCROFT. On the crest of a ridge ,700 yds, due N.

of Chapelcroft and at a h ei ght of 600 ft. O. D.) there are some slight

remains of a sub-oval earthwork which h as consisted of a rampart and an

external ditch and has measured internally along the axes about 200 ft.

from E. to W. by 165 ft. from N. to S. (Fi g. ) . Th e position is

protected by a fairly steep scarp, 25 ft. high, on the S. side, but the

E. ~~d W. approaches are level, whil e to the N. the ground fakl,s away

very gently to a belt of marshland at t he base or" t he ridge. The raIlIfS.rt

has been totally destroyed in some places by f'ormer- cultivation and in

others by natural erosion, and the surviving fragments on the E. and W.

sides are merely grassy banks.Jnot more than 2 ft. high,which exhibit

l'
no sign of stone yevet t ing. Th e artificial terrace on which t he S. side

. of t he r-ampar-t was carried along the face of: the scarp is s till visible

in part~. although no trace of: t he rampart i tself remains in t his sector.

The dit ch , some 20 ft. in width, is best preserved at the SW. corner of

the earthv/Ork wh er e the bottom is 6 ft. below the crest of the laIIlpart

and 2 ft. below t he surface of t h e ground outside. Ther e is a wel l -

defined entrance, 7 f t. wide, on the W. ) and some faint indications of

another on t h e E. Th e interior is featureless. The wor k has clearly been

designed for habitation.. and is no t si111ply a stock enc l osure , but i ts

date can only be detennined by excavation.

# 1 194921
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LARGS

EARTHWORK, KELBUF.N. In Kel burn Park, 800 yds. SH. of Kel bu:rn

Castle, t here is a flat-topped conical mound which h as b een fashioned

out of the low cliff overlooking t he old raised beach (Fi g. ). The

trees whi ch fonnerly covered it have recently been cut down and replaced

by young conifers. The mound is 25 ft. high on t he W. , or seaward , side,

but rises only 3 ft. above the immediat e surroundings on the E; it

is possible, however, t hat the latter side was originally strengthened by

a ditch which has subsequently b een levelled by cultivation. The top ,

which is roughly circular on plan and measures about 60 ft. in di amete r.) , ...

exhibits no signs of s tructures at the present time, al. t hough i t seems

l i k ely t hat i t was once enclosed by a dry wall , since traces of a s tony core

can be seen in one or two places) inmediately below the crest of t he mound.)

and the r e are a number of t umbled boulders lower down t he flanks. The

work was t hus probably a dun, s:iJ:nilar to the one at Balchriston, rather

t han a motte, t hese being the most likely alternatives.

212562
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AYRSIITRE

B.ARR

CAIRN, BALLIGNORRIE BRJJ:X}E. Th e cairn that stands on the crest

,w\-
of a knoll close to the S. side of the River St~char, and 200 yds. N.

o f Balligmorrie Bridge, is roughly circular on plan and measures 70 ft.

in diameter by 4. ft. in maximum height. It has been dug into all round

the flanks by stone robbers, but the centre appears to be intact.

221909
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DAILI;Y

DUN, CRAIGHEAD. About 350 yd.s, WNW. of the Trigonomet ric al Station

on Cr aighead Law a small crag-and-tail rock ridge, whos e main axis is
'1

aligned E.and W. , ris es abruptly out of a cul t i vated f i eld. Its N.

and S. s i des are s teep and measure respect i vel y 65 £'t. and 25 ft. in

maximum height, while the summit is sit u ated t owards the east ern e nd;

the rock is exposed in places on the S. flank but elsewhere it i s cl ot hed

with rough grass and nettles. The summit of the ridge has been enclos ed

by a stout boulder f aced wall t o f orm a small dun(1) ', roughly rectangular

in plan and measuring externally 67 ft. f rom E. t o W. by 49 ft. trans-

v ers ely (Fi g. ) • The wall is heavily ruined and all that can b e seen

at the pr es ent time are a number of Large, s et boulde~J s ome of them as

much as L £'t. 6 ins. in length, b el onging to t he outer face: probing

'"of the s tony cove suggests however that t h e wal.L was no t l es s than 8 £'t.

in thicknes s. There are some s l i ght indi cati ons of what may have b e en a

narrow entrance on the E. side , but the interior i s f eatureles s.

(1) This is probably t he s t ructure r e f erred to by Smith as

"Cr aighead Fort" (Prehistoric Man in Ayrshire, 206) .

222015
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COLMONELL

DEFENSIVE ENCLOSURE, KNOCIDfJALLOCH. In a pasture field close to the

S. side of a small burn, a quarter of a mil e ENE. of Knockmalloch farm,

t here is a circular enclosure measuring about 7 0 ft. in diameter within

a single drystone wall (Fi g. ).. The wall h as been he avily robbed and is

T'
nowh er e definitely me asurab l e, but i ts stony co...e still f orms a mound

as much as 20ft. thick in places and up to 2 ft. 6 i ns. i n height. } .n

1c..w..fs
original entrance , 5 ft. in widt h and wi th a ~t-stone on either side,

is situated on t he SSW. arc, but t he only other gap in the w all, on

the ENE., is probably secondary. In spite of the substantial character

of the wall the wor k cannot; properly b e describ ed as a fort or dun

since it is not sited with a view to def ence. The closest analogies on
y

plan appear to be t he group of small defensive enclosures in l:ioclnil..um

Parish, Wi gtovmshir e . (1 )

(1) Inventory of Wi gtown, pp. xxxi-ii.

235842
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.AYRSHIRE

~
ICI'§,()SW.AID

DUN, BAI.CHRISTON. This Dun (Fi g. ) is not marked on the Ordnance
been ( ) ~ 6.. 1Mi\"-

Survey map but has,lbriefly described by Smith 1 . It lies~

due E. of Bakchr-i.ston on an elevated point of land formed by the junction

of the Rancleugh Burn and a nameless tributary. The position is cut off

from level ground to the E. by a broad gully, 12 ft. deep, which may

represent an original ditch, dug by the builders of the dun and

subsequently enlarged by drainage f'r om the adjacent field, Th e dun is in

a ruinous condition but appears to hElve been circular on plan and to have

measured about 30 ft. in diameter within a stone wall 12 ft. thick.

The core of the wall is composed of small stones and the few ·facings

that are still visible in~ consist of massive blocks up to 4- ft. in

length. The entrance was probably situated on t he SSE. arc.

(1) Prehistoric Man in Ayrshire, p. 1 98.

255114
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Dl iL..fIT

"\l." ~\'-\...
CiuRN, :t62lH1~ The cairn that st ands on the summit of Y-.ir k Hill

has been r educed pract i call y t o ground level, and exhibits no f eatures of

interest, whi l e the earthwork surrounding i t is nothing mor e than a

plant ati on bank. .Al t hough the plantati on i tself no l onger exists ,

numerous t r ee holes are vis ible in the space b etween the bank and the

cairn.

266044-
-{ N. E. ("Turnrrrulus" ; "Earthwor k" in ordinary type) .
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NfPSEiIRE

E.1I..RT'".dYiORK, DUNDUFF CASTLE. The bulky r ocky knoll t h at s tands

within a cul tiv at ed f ield, 150 yds. due W. of Dunduff' Castle, has been
cl.ov.lt:.

f ortified by the const ruct ion of co~e! c ~ r amparts with an intervening

ditch r-ound the SW. end (Fi g. ). Both ramparts appear t o be f ormed

s impl y of heaped e arth a nd r ock rubbl e der i v ed f rom the ditch, thei r

smoot h , gr assy slop es showing no sign of s tone r Evetting; wher e best

pr-es erved , the inner rampart me asures 8 f t . in height externally and 18 ins.

i n h eight internall y , whil e the outer rampart measures up t o 6 ft. in h e:ight

on eit her side. At the pres ent time the ditch i s not a s erious obstacle ,

having a f l at bo t tom 20 f t . in width, b ut i t is unlikely that t his

r ep r es ents the original prof :ile s ince the whol e of the sp ace betwe en the

rampa..rts , t ogether wi th much of the top of t he knoll, h as f ormerly been

under cultivation. How f ar, i f at all, the r-ampar-cs ex tended round the

ot her t hree sides of the knoll is uncertain owing to the destructi on

wrought by eros i on and quarrying on thes e sides. It is r easonable to

assume however that the inner r ampart Vias once continuous round the

margin of the summit area, and a na.J:TOW t errace on the pres ent N. margin

may, in f act, b e the last .,:·r.emnant of an artificial seatir.g on which the

r ampart was erected along t his side. The ent rance was probably situated

at the W. corner of the earthwor k , wher e t here i s easy access from the

ad j oining ground , but all detail s have b e en obliterated by cultivation.

The interior is covered with coarse, t us s ocky gr ass, and shows no t r ace

of s t ructure.s. In the absence of excavation i t is impos s ibl e to t ell

whether t his earthwork is of prehistoric or earl y mediaeval date.

271165

xxxviii N. E. (unnoted) •
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AYRSIiIRE

MAYBOLE

POSSIBLE DUN, BOWERHILL (srrs) , On the tip of' t he small promontory

dun similar t o t he one at Balchriston.

t hat lies 150 yds. S. of Bowerhill there is a circular enclosure, about

30 ft. in diameter, bounded by a ragged trench some 9 i't . in wi dt h which

is interrupted by an entrance causeway , 8 f t. wide, in t he E. arc. The

trench does not have the appearance of a ditc.'I1, and has almost certainly

been caused by digging out t he f oundati on s of a stone wall. If this is

so , the situation and plan of t he work suggest that it may have been a

Although no qertain traces can
(1 )

now be seen of t he ditch whi ch, according t o Smit h, · cut off the approach

t o the site from t he W. , the opposite sides of the promontory immedi at el y

t o t he W. of the enclosure are nicked by gullies which might wel l have

been produced by the outfalls from such a ditch.

(1) Prehistoric Man in P.yrshir e, p. 175 and fig. 252.

295185
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AYESHIRE

MAYBOLE

DUN, MOTE KNOWE, MONIDVOOD. On the sumrd,t of 8...'1. isolated knoll

which stands on the left bank of the Doon Wat er , 600 yda, SEa of Monkwood

Mains, there are some slight remains of a circular stone-walled structure

measur-ing 72 ft. in diameter externally (ng. ). The position possesses

considerable natural strength) since the flanks of the moll are every

wher-e steep and range in height from 12 ft. on the W. to 60 ft. on the S.)

where ) after a sharp initial slope, the ground falls precipitously to

the river. The wall has consisted of a core of small stones faced on

the outside, and probably on the inside also, .wit h large boulders. At

least one course of the externaJ. facings is still preserved round the

greater part of the mT. half of the circuit, Put in the absence of any

sign of the internal facings the thickness of the wall is uncertain;

to judge by the core it is not likely to have been less than 10ft.

and may have been as much as 15 ft. A gap in the core on the ESE. arc

may represent an originaJ. entrance. Although Christison included the

structure in his list of mattes, on the strength of the name "1iot e Knowe'",

it is clearly a d~

(1) P.S.A.S., xxvii (1892- 3), 386-7.

337140
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.AYRSHIRE

KIRKMICHAEL

EARTHWORK, GUI LTREE HILL. The Ordnance Survey map marks an

earthwork on the crest of' the broad spur that runs W. f'rom Guiltree

Hill, 600 yds, due W. of' Trigonometrical Station 61+2. .ft~though the

site has long been under cultivation, traces of a circular ditch

measuring 150 ft. in internal di amet e r and from 30 ft. to 40 f't. in

width can still be seen on the surf'ace (Fi g. ), and the original

entrance is probably represented by a gap in the ditch, some 25 ft. in

width, on the ESE. arc. The ditch is clearly revealed as a crop mark

on a Nat i on al Survey air-photograph(
1 ~ • and there are slight .indications .

on the same photograph that it may have been f l anke d on both sides by

ramparts , although no sign of these can now be seen on the ground. The

wor k cormnands a wide outlook in all directions except towards the E., and

on the N. and E. sides derives some slight 'p rot ec t i on from the gully of'

a f onner wat ercourse.

(1 ) 106G/SCOT/UK 90, 3069.

353110
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AYRSHIRE

D.A.LRYMPIE

EARTHWORK, LINDSTON. On t he f l at s ummit of a b road. ridge 200 yds.

N. of Lina.ston and at a hei ght of LOO ft. O. D. ther e is a curious

earthwork consisting of a wet , ~-filled d.i t ch from 15 ft. to 33 ft . in

width which encloses a level circular area 125 f t. in di amet er (Fig. ) .

Some slight t r aces of an external ban..lc)only a f ew inches in height and

spread to a maxdrnum thickness of 24 ft .) can be seen on t he NVv. arc. In

t he absence of a causeway i t must be assumed that t he ditch was bridged,

p r ob abl y at the narrowest point on the ENE. The interior, now covered

with rough past ure , h as former l y b e en cultivat ed and show's no signs

of s t ructures. No close parall e l s can be cit ed f or t his wor k but , as

Christi~on r emarked (1
), i t seems l ikely that is is medi aeval rat her than

prehistoric.

(1 ) P. S.A. S., xxvii (1892- 3), 398.
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AYRSHIRE

STENjl..R'IDN~

MOlJNDS, BONSHAW. In an undulating pasture f i el d , 250 yds. W. of

Bonshaw and close to t he E. side of the Gl azert Burn, there is a prominent
}\ 1I..tt"

artificial mound known as Ht!!3!t Knower it is conical in shape wi th a f l at

top, and measures about 50 ft. in <iiameter at the base, 30 ft. in diameter

at the top, and 8 ft. in height. At the present iime t he mound is covered

turf, and shows no structural features., but according t o a late 1 9t h
y

centu.ry description a :yevet ment of boulders was then visible at t he base

on the E. arc, together wi th t he :.?:pertures of two adjacent drystone-built
(1;)

passages which led into the mound at ground l evel. Th e sketch whi ch

e
accompanies this description also s hows a bowl-shaped hollow on t hile

top of the mound, but t h i s f e a t ure is not ment i on ed in the text. On the

E. side of the farm-road, immediately in front of Bonshaw f armhous e , t here

are however the mutilated remains of another mound which appear to h ave
).\, \l-t t

been similar i n shape and size to 1W't Kn owe , and wh i ch still exhibits

t he mouth of a stone-built passage at ground level on t h e SSE- arc. 'I'h e

passage is 2 f t . wide and 1 f t. 8 ins. high, aM t he side wall s being

coursed in dry masonry whi l e t he roof is Lizrt e.Ll.ed wi t h a single slab; it

can be seen goi ng in a s t raight line towards the centre of the mound for

a distance of 8 f t .) beyood which point it is obscured by fallen mas onry.

In t he absence of excavation the purpos e of t hes e mounds can only be

conjectured, but it seems pr ob ab l y that they -are kilns (the stone
~b\A.\'b

passages b ei ng t he flues), whil e t heir sizezsuggest l ime-kilns rat her t han

corn-drying kilns.

(1) Smith, Pr eh i s t oric Man in A;y-r shir e , 85-6.

375441
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AYRSHIRE

STRAITON

FORT, DCONANS HILL. On the summit of the Doonans Hill ( 900 ft. O.D.)

there are the last vestiges of a contour fort which has consisted of' a

small enclosure, not more than 80 ft. in length by about 60 ft. in breadth,

dei'ended by the multiple ramparts lettered J._ to D on the pl an (Fi g. ) .

Three of the ramparts (A 1 B & D) have probably completely encompassed the
\0..0.... -

fort, but the other ( 0) appears to have been simply a work designed

to afford extra protection at the E. end only. Eros i on has reduced all

I.IAI.\"t:.
t he ramparts to broken and irregular scarps , or to mltIlIe crest-lines; but

small groups of tumbled boulders exposed in sh eep- rub s at the points

marked E. and F on the plan, and in the fac e of t he scarp at G, suggest

that the outer rampa..rt (D) at least may have b een ker b ed or r evekt.ed vJith

stone. A trayk whi ch pa s s es more or less di r ec t l y t hrough all f our

ramparts at t he E. end of the fort probably represents the original

'ent r anc e- p a s s age , but no signs of huts can be seen either wi thin the

innermost enclosure, or on t he level grassy shelves enclosed by t h e

outer rampart alone at both the E. and W. ends.

396027
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STRAITON

INDETEm.ilNATE REr,iAINS, MOTE OF 'ffiE DOCN.ANS. .A. stone f s throw

:NE. of the foot of Doonans Hill there is a smaller, isolated, and steep-

sided hill , some 50 ft. i n h ei ght, known as t he Mot e of t he Doon ans, The

hill itself is a purely natural feature wit h a roughly oval, h eat her-c l ad

top measuring 65 ft. from E. to W. by 25 ft. transversely; but rurming

horizont all y along the S. face at an even distance of 3 ft . below the

crest, there is an artificial terrace from 6 ft. to 7 f t . in widt h. Some

slight indications of t he same terrace can be seen round t he E. end of

the hill, but there is no sign of any continuation round the Vi. end or

along the N. face. The terrace is clearly not agricultural in origin,

but its purpose is not clear. The most likely explanation is t hat it is

t he qu arried b ed i'or the rampart of a small earthwork, in which case an

interruption which is visible in t he centre of the t errac e on the E. may

mark t he position of an entrance. But whether the wor k was left

unf'inished, or has been largely deat ro y ed by erosion, is quite uncertain.

."3 J'10].."1
39f 2: fJ1

N..W.
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ElillTHWORF.., LAIGHPAP..=- This earthwork (Fi g.

COYLTON

), 250 yds, SSW. of the

f ann of Wghpark, is situated at a h e i ght OI~ 3 00 ft. O. D. on a point

o f land whi ch slopes gently to t he NE. and is f l anked on the HlV. and SEe

sides by natural gullies. Th e plantation which f ormer ly enclosed the site

has been cut down, and t he work has been f urth er mut ilated by surf'ace

drainage operations, but i t seems t o h av e consisted of two r ampart s

and a medial ditch enclosing a circular area about 110 ft. in diameter.

Th e inner rampart is now onl y t rac e ab l e on the SlY. h alf of the circuit

wher e i t ~ app e ars as a f'aarrt swelling in t h e ground s ome 20 ft. in

t hiclmes s , but the dit ch is still boldly defined, measurti.ng from 3 0 ft.

t o 60 £'t. in wi.d'th and f rom 5 I'"'t. to 6 ft. in depth. A g ap in the E.

arc of the di t ch , 33 f t . in 'widt h , no doubt marks t h e site of t he original

en t r ance. On t h e :NE. , NV'. , and SE, sides a narrow s trip of ground h as

b een left unexcavat ed b etween the di t ch and t he natural s c arps which

fLank the position on thes e sides; t h i s s trip p res umably s erved as

the base f or an out er rampart which h as been completely eroded aY/ay.

It seems likely t h at t h e wor k is medi aev al rather than prehistoric.

4001 93

xxxiii S. E. ( "Eart hwor k" in ordinazy t ype).
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STEW.ARI:'ON

MOTTE AND BAILEY, HIGH G.ASTLETON. The motte known as t he "Law Mount;"

which s tands on the crest of a ridge, close to t he S. side of the _~ick

Wat er and 20J y ds, SSW. of Hi gh Ca s t l et on , is a grass-covered t runcated

cone 11 ft . in h e i ght (Fi g. ) . Th e flat top measure s 45 f t . in diameter,

and round t he b ase t here are slight i ndications of a ditch from 15 f t . t o

20 ft. in width. .A curved segment of an almost obliterated ditch, about

40 ft. in width, which runs transversely across t he top of t he ridge ,

200 f t . to t h e W., is presumably the renmant of an elliptical bailey

wh i ch originally enclosed the mot t e.

411447
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CRJl..IGIE

FORT, CRAIGIE HILL. On the summit of Craigie Hill ( 507 f t . O. D.)

t her e are the last vestiges of' an oval native fort defended by a single

rampart and measuring along t he axes some 265 ft . from NE. to &11. by

235ft.. transversely (Fi g. ) . On t he W. half of the circuit t he

rampart is represented by an artificial scarp~ up to 6 f t. in hei ght,

and a number of boulders embedded in t he face of the scarp may be the

"f
z-emaans of a stone kerb or x ev et ment . No traces of the rampart survive ,

however , on the SEe side, where it presumably followed t he crest of t he

ridge , or on the

away , t o the NE.

gaps in t he scarp

flat top of t he hill , which is at present being qu a...rried
\ '(" \If IJ.i.I..U::IIC \~ ~""'f:.."iW::r ~

'l'il~e-<!:'S.....ns::~~~~~~.sfl:ollllO w~~.,. of the t hree

~~m~~f'~"'::~\e J d th irrterd . t"~~-.......,- --..~ an e an erl.or, consas ang

partly of t urf and partl y of bare rock, shows no signs of dwellings.

~22328
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AYRSHIRE

The following site is visible as a crop-mark on a Nat i onal Survey air
photogr aph :

ENCLOSURE, HALLRIG (Tarbolton). Part of the ditch of e. circular

or oval enclosure, measurins 140 ft. from E. to W. by at least 100 ft.

from N. to S. , 150 yds . S. of Hallrig steading.

1
lies outside t he margi n of the photograph •

1. 106G/SCOT/UK 157 , 4318.

423273
xxviii N. W. (unnot ed) .

The rest of the enclosure
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.AYRSHIRE

DUNLOP

MOUND Ml) TERRACES, . CRAIGHEAD. LAW. On the highest point of Craighead

Law t her e is a roughly circular s tony mound me asuring about 1 6 f t. in

diameter and 2 ft. in height wh i c h may b e t h e remains of a p r ehi storic

cairn. Practically the whol e of t he t op of t he .hill h as f ormerly b een

unde r cultivati on and. i s now f e at ureless , but on the SE. f l ank ther e are

t wo terraces 7 each ab out 6 ft . in wi dt h , one of wh i ch , 150 f t. in length ,

s t arts at the E. corner of t he hil l . and runs thence in a s l i ght curve

alon g t he SE. shoulder , whil e t h e ot her, situated a short di s t anc e fmrther

down t he slope, overlaps t he VI. end of the f irst and continues westwards on

t h e aame curve for an additional 100 ft. Both t hes e t erraces may h ave

originated i n the c ours e of the cul tivation referred t o above , but on t he

c-
ather hand i t is corrsedvaoLe t hat they represent the cuarri ed seatings

of t he twin r amparts of a native fort who s e defences have b een comp.Let e.ly

oblit erated elsewhere by the plough.

426521
\)(. 15 S. W. (unnot .ed},
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AYRSHIRE

A
P-ICC1!RTON

EARTHViORK, TREES.. In a flat, cultivated f i eld 3 00 yds . S. of the

farm of Tr ees ther e are the f aint r emains of a circular earthwork con-
(1)

s isting of a slightly raised p l atform bounded by a single ditch (Fi g. ) .

The p l at£orm measures 70 ft. in diameter across the top, whil e the ditch,

which was f ormerly b oggy i n wet weather but has r ec ent ly b een f illed almost

t o the pr esent ground level with cinders , h as an ef fective width OI~ 30 ft.

The on l y entr ance is s i t uated on the E. arc and is 13 ft. wide. The d ate

and purpos e of the work are unknown,

,
(1) cr, Nati onal Survey air phot ogr aphs 106G/SCOT/UK 87, 418p-3 ;

and 540/827 , 3157-8.

447332
xxii i S. W. (unnot ed) •
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AYPSHIHE

TiffiBOLTON

ENCLOSURE, PARK WOOD. The O. S. map marks the site of' a "Camp" on

the crest of a slight rise in Park Wood , two miles ENE. of Tarbolton.

J
When the site was v isited by the Commissions officers in 1 952 it was found

that the part of' the wood in wh i ch the " Camp" is situated had recently

been cleared of trees to enable it to be brought under cultivation, and

in the process the wall of' the structure had been intermittently exposed,

whe r e it was not overlaid by a dump of field-gathered stones) revealing t he

major portion of a roughly circular enclosure 70 ft. in diameter (Fi g. ) .

Wi t h the consent of' the owner of the site, Mr. R. ./l_ Stevenson of Parkhil l ,

t he wall was sectioned in a number of places and proved t o be uniformly

4 ft. 3 in.. thick. It consisted of a core of small stones faced on both

sides with l arge boulders measuring up to 2 ft. 6 i~. in length, but had

been r-e duced to the lowest course, the bottom of t h e wall being only

1 0-1 2 in,. below the present surface. A trench cut in t h e interior (Fi g. )

disclosed a wel l - p av ed floor extending i 'or a dis t anc e of 14ft . inwards

i 'rom the enclosure wall on the E. arc, together with a few paving-stones

at the centre , but no remains of buildings or relics wer e found. It seems

evident however t hat , wh at ever its d at e, t he wor k is of' a domestic, and

not a defensive, nature , and is t o b e associated wi t h the small artificial

pond t h at lies 80 ft. to the NW.

461282
xxviii N. E. ("Camp, site of' " ) .

MSS j\A:&.: ···
PLAN ····..·
MAP ·····
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AYRSHIRE

FENWI CK

DUN, LANGDYKE. Some f ragmenta-ry remains of a small dun can be seen

on a rocky knoll which stands on t he S. hank of the Haresha.:;Wmu±r· ~Vater )

300 y cis, NE. of t he farm of' Langdyke, The E. side of the knoll is only

slightly raised above the i mmediate surroundings) but t he S. flank is

1 0 f t. in he i ght and the N. and W. f l anks each 50 ft. in h ei ght . The

remains comprise two walls, the innennost of whach ha s enclosed a roughly

circular area about 25 f t. in diameter on t he summit of the knoll, whil e

t he outer wall, at an interval of 12 ft. to 15 ft. from the f irs t , has

constituted an additional defence on the S. and E. sides. Both wall s are

in an extremely ruinous condition and no facings are now vi s i b l e , but t he

s ubstantial nature of t he inner wall is indicated by the fact that its

stone core me asures 17 ft. in thickness. The position of t he ent rance is

uncertain.

493429

xviii N.E. (unnot ed},
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.AYP.sHIRE

OCHI LTREE

MO'ITE, HILLB.ANK WOOD, OCHILl'REE.. This motte (Fig.
~\-.

a mile NW. of Ochilt r ee on the edge of the lElngth that overlooks the S.

s i de of t he Lugar Wat er and partl y within the W. corner of Hillbank Wood .

I t h as been f ormed by excavating a broad semi-ci r cular ditch from a

point on the ravine of an old wat ercourse across the l evel top of the

e
h~gh and. thenc e , on the same curve, obliquely down the face of the

e
hlplgh to meet the ravine lower down i ts cour s e. The t op of' the motte,

which do es not appear to h ave b een artific i all y heightened, is roughly

oval on plan and me asures 70 ft. in l ength by 52 f t. in maximum br eadth;

i t s t ands 7 ft. above the present bottom of the ditch on the W. side, and

30 ft. above t he juncti on of the ditch and the ravine on t h e E. The

position of the entrance is uncertain.

502218

xxxv N. W. ( unnoted) •
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u,
lOJrDON

MOTTE, .ALTON. 'l'he mound known as Castle Hill which stands on the

NE. outskirts of the village of Alton, between the Alton Burn and t he

public road to Nether Newton , is a motte~1 ) Th e steep sides vary from 1 OCt.

in height on the W. siCl.e to 45 ft. in height on t he N;,. side wher e t he

burn at present washes t he base of t he mound, and the f lat top, which

is D-shaped on plan, measures 42 ft . in length by 28 ft. in greatest

breadt h. Some slight indication s of an enclosing ditch, f rom 20 ft. to

25··ft. in width, can be seen at the f'oot of the mound on both t he E. and

w. sides, but there are no signs of a bailey.

503388

--

xviii S. E. (n Cast l e Hill" in ordinary type) .
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AYRSHIRE

LOUDON

CAIRNS, BROOMHILL. The two cairns which are si.tuated a quarter of a

mile N. of Broomhill have been almost completely destroyed by stone-robbers ,

bl,it both appear to have been circular on plan

Th e eastermost cairn s t i l l exhibits traces of

boulders.

588387; 590388
xix S.E. ("Cairn, site of"; "Cairn, site of'"},

MSS .\~i .
PLAN ·-
MAP ····
M.R .
REFS .

and about 60 ft. in diameter.
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a p eris t ali th of large
. i.,

1 9 August 1 952.


