
BANFF.

PARISH OF MORTLAGH.

FORT, LITTLE CO~NAL. Littl e Gonval Hill, which rise s to a

height of 1,810 f eet O. D., stands at a distance of two mile s

wsw. of Duff town and four miles S. of the junct ion of Glen Fiddicb

and Strathspey at Craigellachie. The N. fl ank of the h ill falls

gently to the moor s NW. of Duff town, but the other flanks are

considerably s teeper , the S• . on e f alling 550 f eet to the col

l eading to Me i k l e Gonva l and the other two desc ending f or . 1,000

f eet before r eaching the limits of t he cultivat ed land s below.

The summit of the hill, a comparativel y flat area

mea suring ab ou t 700 f eet f r om N. to S. by about 400 f eet trans-

:ver sely wa s chosen for the s i te of a fort the cons t r uc t i on of

which was not complet ed. Two main and two subsidi ar y lines of

def en ce can be dist inguished. The inner, which encl oses an

area measuring 680 f eet in l ength by 400 f eet in br eadth, con-

:sist s for the most part of a line of boulders sprea d over a

width of about 10 f eet; but for a di stance of 400 f eet in the

N. and NE. arcs this ceases al together, a nd the line is only

indicat ed by a marker tren ch. This can b e traced through the

heather and pea t along t he whole of the s pace b etwe en the ends

of the line of boulders in th e form of a sh al l ow e xca va t ion of

irregular width the mean of which is about 5 fee t , and along the

inner lip of which is a very slight upcast mound. There is no

visible indication that th e boulders had e ve r been built into a

regular wall wi t h outer and inner fac es, but the lowest courses

of such f eatures, had they eXi s t ed , woul d probably hav e b een

buried in ·t h e debris.

Wide in the S ". arc.

The only en t r ance is a gap about 10 f eet

At a distance varying from as littl e as 12 feet

to as much as 48 f eet outside th e inner defence~ is a line
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consisting en t i rel y of stre tches of marker trench. Thi s could

not b e detected in t h e deep heather on the s teep W. flank of the

hill, although it is apparent a s a dark line on aerial photo-

:graphs. The fir st point at wh i ch it cou l d be seen on the date

of visit wa s a t a poi n t d i stanc e 26 f eet from the WSW. arc of the

inner defence. It runs thence S. for 90 ,f ee t to one side of a

gap 35 f eet wid e wh i ch cover s the en t r ance in the inner d efenc e.

Ther eaft er, it c on t i nue s to follow the S. and SEe flanks of the

l atter, int errupted by a gap of only 15 f eet in 't he E. arc. At

a po int 175 f eet N. of t h is there i s a pron ounced kink in the

course of the trench wh i ch thereaft er continues round the N. arc

to be lost again on the s teep W. slope of the h ill. This marker

trench, like the sec t i on a lready de scribed, i s shallow and of
-

irregular wi dt h and depth, possibly a s the re sul t of s everal

s eparat e gangs having wor ked on it s cons t r uc t i on . For most of

its cour se this trench h a s a very slight heap of smal l stone s

and ear t h out side it.

Wh i l e the lay-out of these two embr y o lines of

defence i s unexceptionable, that of the n ext to be described is

less r egular. It start s on the s teep W. s l ope of the hill - at a

point 75 fee t out side the secon d marker trench and 95 f eet out s i de

the rubble of the innermost line in t he f or m of a marker trench

similar to the others varying from 6 inches to one f oot in depth

and f r om 2 f eet to 4 f eet i n Width and showi ng traces of gang

work. It runs thence E. and SE e for a d istance of about 600 -fee t,

thus forming the bas i s of a third line to c over the weake s t

appr oach to the summit of the hill. ,Th er eaf t er , however, it

Drunediately become s a wal l 6 f eet in thicknes s, with f ac i ng

stone s on e i t her s ide inclUding s ome measuring a bou t 6 fee t in

l ength, 2 fee t 6 inche s in thicknes s and one foot in depth,

apparen t l y quarried but-not dre ssed, and a lso large gathered
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b oulder s of comparable size. . The :filling is of smaller stones.
-

This wal l continues S. along the steepening E. flank of the hill,

a nd after making a salient to the E. f inishes abruptly on the SE e

flank of the hill, at .a point d·istant 200 feet from the second

line described above. No trace of wal l or marker trench

ex is t s beyond this point, but thi s par t of the hills ide bears

numerous apparently anc i ent stone fi eld boundaries, and it is

possible that the a br up t en d i ng of -the r emainder of the wal l

and the lack of any further wor k beyond this may be r elat ed to

their presence. It is, however, difficult to account for the

pre s ence of the sa l ien t .

A fourth line of defence occurs on the gentle N.

slope at a distance varying from 30 f eet to 60 f eet outside the

marker trench wh i ch forms the N. arc of the third line. I t con-

: sists ·of a slight low bank about 4 f eet in wi d t h and 330 f eet

in l ength.

The int erior of the fort is covered in peat and

heather, and cloudberries grow in profusion in the NE. part.

There are n o traces of internal structures.

NJ 295393.
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BANFF.

PARISH OF FORDYCE.

FORT, DURN HILL. Durn Hill, whi ch attains a h e i gh t of 651 f eet
stands Lmmediat ely

O. D. ,!NE. of Fordyce Hill, to wh i ch it is connec t ed by a saddle,

and the t wo form a con cpicuous f eature as they ri se from the

coastal plain t wo miles SW. of the coast at Port soy . The flanks

of Durn Hill -slope gently down in all direct ions, and the summit

area is only slightly domed. The nature of the hill, and also

perhaps the di stanc e it s summi t commands in all directions, make

it a suitabl e place for a hill fort, but although it wa s indeed

chosen for such a purpose the s t r uc t ure wa s not complet ed.

Three line s of defence s wer e planned. The inner-

:most, en cl os i ng an area 660 f eet in l ength and 350 f eet in

wi d t h of the most l evel and even part of the hilltop, is en t irel y

in the form of a marker trench some 2 f eet in wi dt h and up to

one foot in depth. Al t h ough the general line is r egular the

trench con t i nual l y varie s in both width and depth. A gap 55

f eet in wi dt h oc curs in the SW. arc, and another of 10 f eet in

the NE. arc. A very slight upcast mound can be detect ed at

certain place s along the outer lip.

The sec ond l ine i s represen ted not by a marker

trench but by a thin line of loose boulders. It lie s at a

distance varying from 35 f eet to 85 feet outside the inner line

and there are four gaps in it, one of 70 f eet in the S. arc, one

of 30 feet in t he E. arc, one of 55 f eet in the NE. arc and one

of 20 f eet in the SW. arc. At thre e places on thi s line wor k

has begun on the n ext s t age of construction. This i s be st seen

on e i t her side of the gap i n the SW. arc where ditche s have b een

s t ar ted . These, wh i ch clearly sh ow the wor k of sepa r a te gangs

of excavators, are up to 3 f eet in depth and 10 f eet in wi dt h .

The smaller spoil of ear t h and stone s has b een cast up along the

outer/
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out er l ip .to form mounds ab ou t one foot in height, while the

larger boul.ders have been arranged along the inner l ip on the

line of the marking-out boulders. At one pl a ce in the S. arc

traces of a built out er f a c e can b e di s t i ngu i sh ed , and lesser

traces of s i mi l ar wor k occur in the NV. arc.

Th e third line, wh i ch l i es at distance s varying

from 35 f eet co 135 f eet out side the second , consist s entirel y

of a marker trench in which there are several small gaps. I t

is notable that none occurs in the ~~ . arc, wh er e both the other

lines are breached, but there is a gap of 10 f eet in the S· •

arc. It is probable that the 'only en t r ance to the fort wa s to

be in thi s sec t or . The trench varies in width and depth wi t h

an averag e of about .3 fee t and one f oot r e spectively. It is

thus a little larger than the inner one.

Boulders, s t one s and outcrops of whit e "Dur n

Hill Ma r bl e" are conspicuous allover the hill, and in the

interior of the f or t a great many can be seen protruding through

the peat and among the h eather. In t wo places c i rcular ar

: rangement s of the s e White stones wer e not ed wh i ch c ould pos

:sibly be describ ed as hut circle s, although there wa s no

s ugges t i on of r egular fac ed wal l i ng i n their random arrangement.

One of them, mea sur ing 27 f eet in internal d iameter , partly

c orre sPOnds wi t h the line of the med ian marking-out line of

boulders a t a point in the W. sec t or wher e the digging of the

ditch had b een begun. As the l ine of boulders impinged upon

the c ircle it can be c on c l uded that the latter wa s , if only

perhaps by a littl e, the e ar l ier structure. The other ring,

20 f eet in int ernal diameter, lie s inside the S. part of the

fort.
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