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DUMF.RIESSHIRE.

P1IRISH OF MOFFAT.

FORT. WHITE HILL. The River .Annan rises in the steep-sided. Devil's Beef

Tub and rtms thence S. through an open valley for five miles to Moffat

before entering the broader plains of Annandal.e. White Hill is a low ridge

a quarter of a mile in length lying a quarter of a mile to the E. of and

paraJ.lel to the river near the N. end of the valley, and this fort is

situated half'way aJ.ong it at a distance of half' a mile SSE. of Corehead

fannhouse. The f'ort is oval. on plan and consists of two concentric systems

of' def'encea, The inner is represented by a rubble mound, most~ grass-
'7 - > 1.'-"te"(~

covered, which measures about feet from N. to S. by 125 feet "b=ansversely.

The mound is probably a ruined wall of unknown thickness, all facing stones

having been either removed or covered in debris. The entrance about 7 f'eet

in width is in the ESE. The outer system lies at a distance from the inner

which varies from 10 f'eet to 30 f'eet, and it consists of' two grass-covered

ramparts with a medial elitch. Each rampart measures up to about 20 feet in

width, and stands to a maximum height of 3 feet above the bottom of the ditch.

That they were stone-faced rubble constructions is suggested by the presence

of two stretches of outer facing stones that protrude through the turf one in

the S. arc of the inner rampart measuring 22 f'eet in length and one in the SE.

arc of' the outer rampart 36 f'eet in length. The ramparts meet round the ends

of the ditch on either side of' the entrance, which is in the E. The entrance

passage measures 9 f'eet in width and is bordered on either side by a raw of

earth-fast stones protruding through the turf. Those on the N. side of the

passage fonn a line 20 f, t in length, while those on the S., which run f'or

18 f'eet, appear to join on to a wall measuring 12 f'eet in length and 5 f'eet

in width, which runs thence towards the interior of the f'ort. What may be

defence.

the f'ragmentary remains of a further stretch of' this all appear after a gap

of 8 f'eet, and may originally have joined it to the narrow ruinous inner

To the N. the space between the entrances is partly occupied by a

stony heap which may conceal the ruin of' a similar Wall; but the use of' parts

off
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of' the interior of' the f'ort f'or depositing stones cleared £'rom the

surrounding fields has tended to obscure the details. It is ~ossible

to sq whether the two systems of' def'ence represent one constructional

phase, or whether one of' them existed bef'ore the other. The differences

in character might suggest that they were not contemporary, but they might

still represent a modification under one continuous occupation.

075117. E. 6th September 1955.



Dumfries .

ENCLOSURE. MEI KLEDALE NO. 2. ( I nvent ory No. 217) .- .
~~u(o..tt::o

enclosure wi t h n o traces of ASsort eQ dwellings.

A s cooped

xxxvi N.E. 11 .:(uly 1955.
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Dtimfries .

ENOLOSURE, OASTIE OEB. HII.L. ( INVENTORY NO. 189). This site has been

complet el y obscured by pl ant ing.

xxxv N. W. 15 July 1955.

~ . " 1
MS .) ., .."-~ :

'IPLAN I

M A P .

M.R 1
RE i"S 1,- -" - -_ __.~._ ..__.,



Dumfri e s .

ENCLOSURE, "OVER RI G" , ( Inv entory No. 175).

not hing mor e t han a c attle enclosure.

Thi s is pr obab l y

245935 :xxxv N. W. ("Fort"), 15 July 1955.
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Dumfries .

EARTHWORK, THE ENOWE (Inventory No. 17 8). Thi s i s not ~ f'ort,

but a D- shaped eart hwork. The I nvent ory plan is mi s l eading.

248923 xxxv N. W. (:' fort') . 15 J u l y 1955.
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ENCIDSURE, ESKDALBl:illIR (Inventory No. 204) .

almost entirel y destroyed by cultivati on.

Dumf'z-Les.

A scooped enclosure

252979 . S W ("Fort")·XXVl •• 15 July 1955.
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FORT, C.A1,JP HILL (Inventory No. 640) •

Dumf'rd.ea,

I s uspect that thi s is a Dark

Age f ort consisting of a citadel (A), an inner ward (B), and an outer

ward (C)

Enclosure s (.A) & (B~ have h ad s t one wall s though i n mos t cases thes e hav e

b een heavily robbed. ( C) / on the ot her hand, is bounded by a ditch wi t h

upcast banks on eit her s i de, s t rikingl y r eminis c ent of t he outworks at

Bonchester Hill. Th e ditch of (G) is visible i n the pasture f i eld at D

on the s ketch and the rest of the miss ing circuit is suggested by

vegetat ional marks on the air phot ogr aphs.

certainly b e planned.

This is a s i te whi ch s hould

xxxv s. W. 14 July 1955.
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Dumfr i es .

E..'illTHWORK, BAN"lCi-iliJill rtJ:LL (I nve nt ory No. 634) . The so-called fort

here i s actually a D-shaped earthwork of t he t ype found in SW. Roxburghshi r e .

265927 xxxv N.E. ("Fort" ) 14 July 1955.
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!lRTH'TCRK, BAJ'ffiBmrnFOOT (Inventory No. 633) .

Dumrr-Lea,

Thi s i s not a :rort

but an earthwork similar to t he one at Knowesouth Burn in Roxburgh s hire.

9l.
26~5 xxxv N. E. ("Fort") 14 J u l y 1955.
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Dumfr i es .

FORT (?) " flHITE BIR."REN IJ (Inventory No. 63e)~ Thi s is an enclosure

bounded by a s i ngl e wal l o~iginally some 8 £t. i n thickness, and compos ed

of a stone core facealon eit her side with boulder s . The wall has been

very heavi l y robbed , so that t he £irst impr es s i on is t hat it is simply

an enclosure. On the othe r hand t he wal l is s imilar i n t h i cknes s t o

that of the f ort at Cr aig Hi l l, whi l e the hi l l - top posit i on , and t he

ditch (whi ch is pointl es s for drainage) also argue in f avour of including

it i n the f ort cl ass. In v iew of i ts 'ast ed condition no deci s i on i s

however possi bl e pend i ng ex cavat i on. Sl i Eht traces of two r ectangular

buildings can be seen at t ached t o the out er side of the wal l on t he SEa

arc.

91
273~5 XXh'"V S. E. 14 J uly . 1955.
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Dumfr ies .

EJ RTIf CRRS, SHIEL BURN NOS. 1 and 2 (Inventor;y Nos. 635/636) Both these

sites are best des cribed as earthworks, s ince t hey are not sited v'?-th

a view to def ence and y et are nor'e substantial than mere stock-pens.

The accounts given in the Inventor;y are at f ault in ment i oning only one
wk.c"""'-"If

r ampart in each c ase~ in f act both sites have t wo. The r amparts

are obviously formed of earth, although)as ~t Bogle Wal l s , t he inner

r ampart i n each case has b een cro med wi t h a stone wa l l . Shiel Burn

' 0 . 2 i s bem g eroded by the burn and should be planned as soon as

possible.

287918, 285920 xxxv N. E. ("Fort" ,"Fort") . 14 J uly 1955.
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E.ARTHiiORK, BOGIE WALLS (Inventory No. 638) .

Dumfries .

The I nventory a ccount

i s reasonably good , but t he depres s i ons in the int erior are not convinc ing

as hut s and look mor e like small qu arry- p i t s .

It is dif ficul t to decide whet h er thi s i s an Early Iron Age or

mediaeval wor k , but I suspect the lat t er. The steep and wel l - pr eserved scarp

j. the inner r ampart on the S. has a f resh look ab out i t , but) on the ot her hand,

t he shape or" the work , and the narrow ditch , r ecall sev er al of the Early I r on

Age fort s i n East Lothian.

C}I
292~ xxxv S. E. ("Fort") . 13 J uly 1955.
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Dum:fries.

ENCLOSURES, HIZZIE BIRREN .AND THE BOONES (Inventory Hos. 6L:-3 & 645).

Both these wor ks are probably medi a ev al rather than prehistoric, but it is

difficult to know whet her to classif'y them as earthworks or enclosures.

St ruct ures Wit h comparably substantial defences in Roxburghshire wer e

classified as earthvrorks, but it is mor-e difficult to draw t he line in

Dumfriesshire between these wor ks and the enclosures in Ewesdale.

_.-

315900, 300905 :xxxvi S. W. ( "Fort lJ
) , xxxv S. E. ("Fort"). 13 July 1955.

I~~~.~~~ .~Y ..
N .

{'II /\ P .
M. R .
RE~S .



Dumfries .

ENCIDSURE, WESTER HAIL ( I nv ent ory No. 642). This wor k was not

visible at the date of visit , being ov er-grown with vegetation.

324890 xxxvi S. ». ("Forl") 13 July 1955.
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DU1fiiPJES

WESTER.tcrP.K

ENCLOSURE, "TBRUMCAPS YARD", RIG. Th e cottage of P.ig s tands in t he

centre of a circular, wall ed enclosure, about 150 ft. in dd.ametier- j whri.ch is marked

(1 )
on the O. S. map as a "f ort" b earing t he name "Tbrumcaps Yard" . The

enclosure wall is best preserved on t he SEe arc wher e i t is 10ft. in t hicknes s
t,o't"E.

and consists of a ee¥e of small stones , t i ght l y p acked toget her without earth

and faced on both sides wi th large boulders. One of t he boulders measures

1, ft. 9 ins. in lengt h by 2 ft. in width. El s ewher e the wall has either
t

completely disappeared, as round t he NE. half of t he site wher e its ~ourse

is marked s imply by a crest line, or h as b een reduced to a v ery slight , t urf-

covered bank. The pos i t i on of the original entrance is doubtful , and the

interior, whi ch has b een ex'icavated on t he higher, NE., side t o provi de a

level foundation f'oz- the cottage , shows no trace of any earl i er structures.

The wor k i s not strong enough to be classed as a f ort, being easily assailable

f rom t he NE., but is more substantial t h an the Ewesdale enclosures and was

prob ab ly de s i gned f' or- habitation. ( 2)

In a pasture f i el d 30 yds. t o t h e N... there is another enclosure , oval

on pl an and measuring approximately 1 05 ft . from N. t o S. by 75 f t . from E.

t o W. The enclosure wall has b een completely r-emoved in the course of cultiva-

tion, and all t hat remains is a scooped hol l ow in t he ground which is

bordered on the E. side by a scarp 8 f t .. in hei ght . The size and shape of

t his enclosure recalls the Ewes dale enclosures, and i t is possible t hat i t

served as a stock-pen for t he Rig site described above..

~\l~

(1) This structure was( omit t ed from the lA:wfri.es Inventory ~~~ .;..-.. _

'~~~~~~~ffc~~~~ ) Nt:. .4 l)( 2) The enclosure at Burnfoot ~ appears to have b een

\""-
a kindr ed st~ture.

325890

xxxvi S. W. ( "Fort" ) •
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13 July 1 955.



WESTEFlCIRK

ENCLOSURE, BURNFOGT HILL.. On the edge of the high, right ~ank of the

Burnf'oot Burn, 150 y ds , NE. of Burnf'oof House, there is an oval scooped hollow,
11.0

measuring 1 50 ft. in length by ~ f t . in greatest breadth , wh i ch has undoubtedly

b een an enclosure although ther e are now no visible signs of any surrounding

wall or ~ 8T'.k. A gap in the a= rim of t h e hollow on t he S. arc may represent

the site of the original entrance , but t he interior is featureless.

334888

xxxvi S. W. ("Bil'rt......" in ordinary type).
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13 July 1956.



FORT, CRAIG HI LL (I nv ent ory No. 637).

Dumfries.

.An i rregularly - shaped f'ort

def'ended by a single wall and partly enclosed on the S. and Vi. sides by

an unfinished earthwork consisting of' a r ampart and external ditch. The

chronological relationship b et ween the wall and earthwork cannot be

u.ow~
determined jfum surf'ace observation, since they are :in n o way in contact,

but the earthwork most probably represents an earlier f'ort. The huts

menti oned in t he earthwork are illusory, the t wo whos e . dimensions are given

b eing mer el y unf'inished and detached segments of' ditch.

338878 xlv N. v. 12 July 1955.
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Dill>1FRIES

ENCIOSURE, PARSON 'S RIG. This enclosure is atuated on the edge of a

natural shelf on the SEe flank of :i;M Parson 's Rig, 1 00 yds.. above the

sheepfold and at a height of 750 ft. O. D. Sub-oval on plan, it measures

190 ft. from NE. to SW. by 160 ft. transversely within a wall which was

probably about 6 ft. thick originally , but is now entirely ruinous and has

been robbed of all its facing s tones. The entrance is s i t u at ed at the l owest

point of the wall , on the E. s i de , and is 8 ft. wide. Wi t hin t he interior

there are slight indications of wh at may have been a rectangular building,

measuring 1 2 f t . by 8 ft., attached to t he enclosure Viall on the NE., but

- - these indications may be misleading and could s impl y be due to disturbance

of the ground by stone robb ers. Otherwise the only other internaJ. f eatures

are two excavated hollows n ear the entrance which may h av e been wat er-hol es

for stock penned in the enc l osure : one of the pits was full of water at the

date of visit.

363906

xxxvi S. E. (unnotied) •
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12 July 1 955.



DDl!FRIES

EWES

ENCIDSUEE, BRIERYSHAW HILL. On a gentle, NW. -facing slope, 100 · yds,

SW. of the f ort on the summit of Brieryshavr Hill (
1
), ther e is a roughly

circular enclosure bounded by a single wall and me as uring about 1 80 f t.

in diameter. The wall probab l y consisted of a core of rock rubble and

\
earth f aced on either side wit h boU5der s, but i t has been reduced t o a

gr ass -gr own mound not more than 3 ft . in hei ght and ::pread t o a max imum

widt h of 14 ft. Ther e is an entrance, 4 ft . i n width, at the lowest

point of the wall , on the SSE. arc. The interior , which is traversed by

a later turf dyke , contains no definite signs of structures , alt hough

the surface is broken by numerous shallow, scooped hollows: whether

thes e represent . quarry pits or hab i t at i on floors is quit e uncertain i n

the absence of exc avati on.

(1) Inventory of Dumfri~hire)No. 210.

368915

xxxvi N. E. ( unnot ed) .
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FORT, BRIERYSHAW HI LL (Inventory No. 210).

Dumfries.

A circular fort wi.th

double ramparts (or wall s ) and ditches situated in a commending position

on the end of a spur overlooking Ewes Water . It is pos s i bl e , howev~r,

that it is unf'inished, s ince the r amparts are insignificant on t he N.

side, but very substantial on the S. side - and ther e is not hing in the

lie of t he gr ound to account for this. The so-called hut in t he interior

is a but-and-ben, and no original structures are visible.

370917 zxxvi, N.E. 11 July 1955.
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_ ENCLOSURE, T.A.."RRONA (Inventory No. 209).

Durnf'ries.

This is r.of a fort, birt

s imp l y an enclosure like those on Pars ons Rig and Brieryshaw Bi l l . The

wa l l has been of stone, and probably not mor e than 6 ft. in thickness, but

it appear's mor e i mpressive on the air photographs owing to t he fact that

t he interior has been scarped on t he upper side. The assumption in t he

Inventory that t he ground outside has been scarped for defensi v e purposes

is erroneous, the scarp on the W. and N. side being s imply the result

of ploughing round the base of t he wall . The side could hardl y be in

a less defensive p os i t i on and is plainly visible from the floor of the

valley. Former cultivation has destroyed any internal f eatures.

373871 xlv N. E. ( "Fort" ). 12 July 1955.
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DIDilFRIESSBIRE.

P.AB.ISH OF MOmON.

PALISADED SETTLEME:NT, :MORTON MAINS HILL. This structure is situated on the

summit of Morton Mains Hill at a height of 1,076 feet O. D. and at a distance

of three quarters of a mile NE. of Morton Mains farmhouse. The hilltop is

gently rounded on all sides except the ENE. where it drops steeply to the

Kettleton Burn. The Settlement is oval on plan and measures 280 feet from

N. to S. by about 200 feet transversely within a double palisade. This

appears as a pair of shallow depressions about 6 feet apart each of which

measures about 2 feet in width. The hill is covered with coarse pasture

and patches of rushes, but most of the course of the trenches can be followed

except for a stretch 50 feet in length in the S. arc. The entrance, which

measures about 11 feet

obscured by rushes at the

width, is in the SSE. arc; it was to some extent

of vi.sit and it was not possible to be certain

whether or not the trenches on either side of it or whether they came

to simple terminations. A single palisade trench of similar appearance to

the others lies outside them at distances vaIying between 30 feet an445 feet.

Its entrance conforms with that of the double line. The NNW. arcs of both

the single and the double trenches have been under cultivation and the de-

: pressions are consequently less easy to follow through these sections than

round the rest of the course.

opposite the one in the SSE.

No trace of a second entrance could be seen

Both the double and the single trenches die out a little short

of the steep ENE. face of the hill, and it is inl>ossible to sSiV what fOIm

the boundaries of the Settlement took :in this sector.. It is quite possible

that the steepness of the hillside has led to erosion during the last two

thousand years, and that the Settlement was originally a perfect oval.

.An :in~leted earthen rampart with an external quarry ditch lies

at distances var,ying from 12 feet to 25 feet outside the palisade trench.

A shallow setting-out trench was used to determine its line, and short

stretches of a work of this kind can be distinguished in the S. and SE. arcs

between isolated sections of the incomplete rampart. The rampart and the
~\vh
~ogethermeasured ~ feet in width; they lie on the sloping flanks of

thel
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the hill and aJ.though the rampart is slight its crest stands to as much as

12 feet above the bottom of the ditch. The ditch measures about 10 feet in

width, and the earth and rubble excavated from it have been taken some 25 feet

up the slope to be d'W1.!Ped on the line of the setting-out trench. A gap which

probably represents the entrance conforms with those in the palisade works.

No circular hut sites of the ring-ditch or ring-groove types, such as might be

expected within a structure of this type, could be detected in the interior;

but it is possible that some might have been hidden by the large patches of

rushes, some of them circular, which grow on the hilltop. A stony mound of

indetenninate nature stands on the true su.rm:rti.t of the hill at a distance of 130

feet N. of the entrance in the double paJ.isade. Its ruinous state is such

that it is iIrq;lossible to be sure whether it is a hut-circle or, as

seems more likely, a denud.ed \;CA...I..I.-J'.I.o

The striking sim:ilarities between this structure and the palisade
I

settlement at Ha;yhope Knowe in Roxburghshire , must be mentioned. At both

1. Invento!'Y No.

places there is a double palisade of similar proportions with a single paJ.isade

outside it. At Ha;yhope Khowe the incompleted bank appears to have been con-

: structed with the single palisade trench marking its inner limit, instead of

the setting-out trench used at :Morton Mains HilL The latter feature was
2

first described as appearing at an incompleted fort in Hampshire , and has since

2. ,Antiquity, v, (1931), 474-485.
3

been noted in Banffshire •

892006. xxii. N.E. ( "Earthworkn ) 3rd September 1955.


