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lIFORTlI , CRAIGY HILL, (Inventory No. 15).

East Lothian.

This is

not a fort, the terrace, " r ampart " and roadway being s imply

0'"'-
t he by-products of quarrying at various points etP the rocky

f lanks of the hill.

5 l01 h5' v SW. (unnobed ) 30 October 1956.
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FORT )SKID KILL, (Inventory No . 14) .

East Lothian.

Virtuall y the

whol e of the i nterior of this fort has now been quarried

avvay bu t t he two ramparts recorded i n the I nventory on the

w. side are still visible as s hown in the sketch. The

r amparts wer e pr obably composed of rock rubble, faced or

kerbed with drystone-walling. No hut s can be seen in the

surviving por t i on of the interior.

an Early Iron Age Fort.

The wor k is undoubtedly

v SW. (unnoted)
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East Lot hian.

FORT, THE CHESTERS , DREM, (Invent ory No. 13) . The hut

circles are definitely later than the fortification~ s ince thos e

r ound the perimeter i mpinge upon the i nner r ampart of the f ort
~\dIA..

as Elene- on the plan. Otherwise, the de s cr i pt i on given in the

Inventory is adequate .

v SW. 30 October 1956.



East Lothian.

FORT, liTHE CI-IESTERS" , IDL TON (INVENTORY No. 22) . The Inventor y

description of this str ucture is adequate; but its situation on flat

gr ound , with no natural pr otection except on t h e rIV . , removes i t from

t he hillfort class and pl a ces it amo s t the earth rorks of indeterminat e

date . It might conceivably be medieval.

.w. 6 May 1954.
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E • L obha.an ,

E.ffiTH,O_ ' I "GREE!. - CASTLE ", HE 7L_ rIDS , (Inven t ory No. 46). The

I nvent or y pl an i s accurate , but ther e is some doubt hether i t s hould

be accep t ed as a hill- fort. At f i rs t lance i t mi ht be t h ought t o be

medi eval , on t he analogy of Iron Castle , Roxburghshir e , but the resem

."blance i s not very close and may be 4lus ory. I t i s in fact difficult

to be l ieve that medi eval builder s would have co ntinued the outer rampart

on the opposite bank of t he Newl ands fum wh er e it pr ovi des excellent

cover f or raiders . I am inclined t o accept t he wor k as of early Iron

. ge date al t hough the small circular "structures" referred to i n the

inventory are not convincing and are i n any case too small f or huts .

'L

5865 xvi s, «, 2 June 1954.
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~ KTIfC-SIDE RIG, (Inventory o. 47).

E. Lothian.

This is not a fort but a

settlement apparently belonving t o a s in Ie occupational period. The

wall is or boulder-faced rubble construction and has numerous aps i n it

as shown in the plan. The ho.l.Low against the . • r-ampar-t has t he appear-ance

of a hutJbut the two stone-walled huts shown on the lan are i maginary and

there are no ot h er signs of i nt ernal structures . The work therefore is

not necessarily Rot~o-British.

5562 x:v S.E. 3 June - 954.
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Garvald -tana. Bara

A re-examination of the bhat s t.ands

on the end. of a at the foot of Dod some of the

was t.he Corrmis s Lon .i.n while the r-ema.i.ns ,

mutilated former cuLti.va seemed to be

ete to mer-a t a

is an

the axes ft o f'r'om to

..pL
J.. t, Q is traceable on 3~1 four sides,

the nELS r-edu ced it to it out

to such an exten tits d.irnens.i.ons can be deterrnirled

excavat.ron, !0 addi,tianal defences of CL""lJT ka.nd ar-e si s irie ,

whe r-e the fl ank of' tIle

at the vu Lner-abl.e SiY1Ce i

faces :rl is r-eLnf'or-oed tVTO and aL'I -:tJrree

are ace ani.ed Lnner-mos't meda a.l

d.it che each some the medi.e.l have all been

terated cuI but the outer and eli toh are in a much

better cond.i.td on, up to in

to 10 in wlriLe Clitcl1 is Ln

of the of" r-ock r-ubhLe o.er'i

a scatter of boulders t.he that t.her-e

.Ill1 level o the

corner the outer

still t r-aceab.Le iIl a denuded cond.i tri on fOT" distance of 200

t.he f'Lank of t.he about 6 ft. lower tha..'1 the inner in

this sector. tel" OIl t.he o'the'r hand , from tl"le ou t er'

a the cornex" s do~~ the face of the "before

110rt11-ectS twards in this sector the oitch is

.irrternri ttent a bank: whi.ch 2~SO carries a

of loose boulders on its crest. TIle patter11 of tb.8 defences at t.he

end of the fort seems have been similar to trlat at the end

as the state. 1;"[el1-



2.

7

defined gap in the cent r e of the inner rampart and ditch on this side should,

however, represent an origi nal entra~ce, wher eas the vap at the ~. corner is

mor e likely to be of later date .

t he interi or .

No si ",n of structures can now be seen in

572655
xvi S • •

1. I nventor y of East Lothi an , No.4-8.

29 J un e 1954-.
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E. Lothian

FORT ( ?) , PARK BORN No.2, NEWLANDS, (Inventory No. 49) . The

I nvent or y account i s satisfactory, but i t i s doubtful \1het her the

structure should be classified as a fort or as ~~ earth/ork.

5765 xvi S. W. 29 June 1954.
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Eas t Lo t hian.

FORT, "ELl CK C.' TLE", NZ iL.! l\I"'DS, (Inventory No . 50). The I nve .t or y

p .ian i s i nacc '.rat e as Jchere are OIL - t 0 rampart s (as stated i n the

text ) ~1d not three. The inner r-am art has been a mas s .i.ve affair

consisting f a stone wall p ossibly , t hough not certainly , erect ed on

the base of an upcas t mound , as was sus p ected at the link f ort )

Selkir cshf.r-e , I t i s exactly the same as the i nner r-anroar-t a t Ki.d.L aw

(Inventor- No , 259 , s o t hat the' all at the latter s i te cannot; be

as sumed t o bel ong necessarily t o the h omes tead eriod. The outer

r-ampar-t appear-s t o be mer ely an u cast mound . Eot h t he Vi . and t h e

entrances are pr obab_y g enu i ne - the stones in ~he gap s be i ng tumbl et

and bne ditch ending neatly on either side of e acl g ap . The interior

has probably been ploughed in the past, bef or e the site was pl ant ed ,

and nothing is now vis i ble. The ov~ de~ression men t i oned in t h e

I nve __t ory was ch ok ed wi i h fallen trees at the date of visit, but it is

certainly not a stone- walled hut.

The fort i s clearly of early Iron _ge date, and belongs -GO t h e

Kidlaw-Blackcl1ester gr oup .

580662 xvi N.W. 2 June 1954.
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FORT, GARV T lOONS , (Inventory No . 51) .

East Lothian

There i s no thi ng t o add t o the

..

Inv en t or y account. The :for t i s simil ar t o the one at Ki d1aw (Inventory

No . 259), the i nne r r ampart showing the SElIJle composite const ructzi.on

of' a dry wall bu i l t on an upcas t mound.

1 %
5869 xi S. W. 3 J une 1954.
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FORT, "WRITE CASTLE", (Inventory No . 52).

E. Lot hian

The invent or y plan

is satisfactol~ except tha t the sugoested huts shoul d be oIT~tted t

No such huts are in fact visible on the surface . Th e f or t is of

Early I r on ae date , and resembles Ki.dLarz (Inventory No . 259 ) i n that

the ramparts appear to hav e been composed of dry wall s s tanding on

ditch upcas t ,

7:. ~
6168 xvi N.W. 4 June 1954.
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Eas t Lothian.

Tjp. ffiT _Till DITCH, J Ei'iLANDS HILL, (Inventor y No . 53) . The r nvent or y

des cr i tion i s adequate and ac cur ate , but the purpos e of the wor k i s

quite obscure. It is clearly no t defensive, but nei -her does it rna~e

s ens e as a boundary or as a r-oad - block/sin ce i t lies on the s l op e of the

hill ~1d i s op en on e i ther end. The pits a t the E. end n~y hold the key

to t h e puzz l e ; t h e f i l l i ng i s s oft and probing sugges t s that they i ere

originally much deeper.

5865

•

2 June 1954•
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FORT, KA."t""HEUGHS, (Inventory No . 74).

East Lothian.

The I nventory plan

i s substant i ally correct, but ther e are slight i ndications of a

fourth 0utermos-yrampart on the S . side, on both sides of the

entrance, and t he frag ment of outer rampart on t he W. is longer

and mu ch less regular t h an i t appears in the finished drawing ..

It looks, in fact , unfinished. There is one certain hut site

i n the interior, slightly to t he NW. of the centre, appearing as

a shallow scoop 25 ft. in diameter. The r-ampar-ts seem to have

been constructed of rock rubble derived from discontinuous and

l;-
irregular shaped external quarry- pits (not shown on the pl an ) ,

0 ....

but t he presence of occasional b~lders embedded in the flanks

of the ramparts suggests that they may have been curbed or

revet t ed wi t h dry-walling.

A notable feature, paralleled at The Chesters Fort, Drem,
o ....~"'-.e:.\.:..~~

is the multiplication of ramparts, nefte of whi ch seems to have

been very substantial.
...,-

1Jit bhe wi de gaps between t he r amparts,

particularly on the flat ground on the W. sid~ are also noteworthy.

5 L"B7b3 v sw. 30 October 1956.
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Fa T STOB3HIEL ( lliiVEl'l.!. R': No . 85) .

East Lot hian.

The Lnverrcor-y plan is correct ill so

far as the defences are concerned )e.:cep t that ~.:;he two mounds 60 ft. f r om the

I vV. entrance in the inner r-an part axe not the terl11.inals or _ assage-wal.Ls ,

but f ragments of the out er r 1~part : <1.!.though boch r ampar-ts may have

united on eithe_ s ide of the passage , there is in f ct no surface indication

that they did.~. ':!:he outer l~ mpar-t was cer-baa.nl.y cont':'nuous al.ong the
It;.veu,,=,o

side'" d alt hough Large.Iy~ i t s cour-se i s marked b~ the cr-es t.Lane shown

on the' Ian. The Lnner- r8!..par·c contains a ood deal of stone but wit~!.out

excavation i t is .irnpos sdhl,e to determine whether i t was of heaped ear-th and

stone , or a f're e- s ta.l'lding wal.L ,

The so- called huts nar ced on the plan a ~e however- spurious or at best

conjectural . The t· 0 gaans t the S·;Y. r-am 8J.~t are s imply quarry-holes f'or'

stone , and one of the ~~o circular s coops shrn7D a short distance ou t from

these does not ex i s t ; The ot her i s a circular depression with no s ign or a

wall and the qu adr angul ar hol l ow i s siJ.'"ITpl y an e.:cavat ed f'Locr - "tihe huts"

a t the angl es being unconvincing. or are "the huts" on the N. s i de i n any

better case ~ The wor k cannot ther ef ore be included in the list of I ron Age

rorts which were l a t er converted i nt o open villages.

4976gB xv S.W. 1 June 1954.
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H01.lESTEAD,

E. Lo t hi T1

CKCASTLE HILL (SITE) , (Inventory Fo . 8) . Thi s

struct ure h as been complet ely dest r oyed by winch-plou hin since 1946) hen

it was phot ographed in the cour s e of the n at i onal Survey , bu t t o judge

by the photoora hs aD~ the inventory descrip tion i t was evidently a

homestead an d no t a f or t .

7272 xii S.E. ("Fort").
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E . Lothian

UliFDi"ISHED FORT , BLACKC TT-JE HILL, No . 2 (Inventory I o . 89) . The

Inve!:. t or y a ccount and plan are~ cor r e ct except f or the

f ollo,ving points : -

(i )

(.:...:.. )

quarry di tch should have been sh inside the i nner r ampart.
~U>

The sections of the outer ram art and ditch[have been closed at

the ends since they are all pieces of en unfinished rampart and

complete i n t hemselves .

(iii ~ The l ax er hut shown on the pl~~ i s pr esent , althou~h i t i s pro ably

secondar-i s ince i t s entrance (not shown on t;h e p_an) f aces E . ,

a ay from the entrance to t he fort , f rontin a depressed ar ea a t the

0 os i t e end of which there may h ve " een anot her sami.Lar- hut , The

t;- 0 doubtful huts mar .ed on the p.i an do no t i n f act exist.

(iv) The i solated s e me rt of: diJcch L s i de the Lnner r arn_ art i s longer 'i:; ran

':"'. appear-s on t he plan (actuall: 50 f t . i n Le ng th

t he S7f . end alt ._ouo clos e at t he op_os i t e end .

d i s O' en at

It looks like an

ear_y t te .. t a t the constrtlction f defences wh i ch miscarried.

The .i.nner' r-a art , whi ch as probahLv origi .ally bouLde -

f'aced , can onl r have bounded homes t e , es] eci all y ~s t~ere i s no ditCh

apart from the Ln t e r-n a'L quar r - trenc. • The unfinished r !1IJ? 3.J.~ and ditch

outside suggeat; a conver sion pr-oceas , s i rni.Lar- to that obser ed at Hayhop e ,

(Ro. - ur hshire») rri.ch was never completed. It i s jus t os s ible that the

huts belong to t he first phase , ut their peculiar s i t i n and the 1"_ an e -

ment of t he errbr'ances sugges t that t hey may be of later date.

-
7171 xii S • • 5 October 1954.
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FORT , Dar HILL (SI TE ).

EAST LOTHIAN

Spott.

The for t on Doon Hill has recently been levelled

by cul tivation, but Nat i onal Survey air- p otogr aphs taken in 19LI-71 show that t he

1. CPE/.SCOT/UK 257, 3099-100.

Eas t Lothian Inventory is incorrect in des cribi ng it as an oval vror k with

2doubl e r ampart s • I t is, i n fact , trian;sular on plan, with the apex pointing

2. No.166 . No.1 79 in the same Inventory also appears t o refer
t o t his fort .

t o the W. , and was def ended by triple r ampart s on both the E. and S. sides .

I nt ernall y i t measur ed approxi matel y 400 ft . i n l ength by 250 ft . i n maximum

breadth.

5 October 1954.
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E. Lothian.

FORT, THE CHESTERS (I nventory No . 167 ) . Th i s has been one of the

l argest exampl es of t he clas s of round for t s ..- exempl i fi ed by Ki d1a:

(Inventory No . 259 ), and even i n i t s p l oughed down state i t would be

wor t h p lanning wh en the ground is in pastur e tor stubble .

Surv ey air photogr aphs g i ve an excellent - iew of this f or t , and suggest

the presence of a s e cond dit ch wl1ich is not men t i oned in the I nvent or y

account .

.. ... ........ .. ..

660739 x i N.E . 5 October 1 954.
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E. Lothian .

FORT, FRL.\R I ·OSE , KIIdADE BU. . (Inventory No . 219) . The Invent ory

pl an is accurat e in s o far as t he defences are concerned , but there are

only tw o round stone huts visible i n t h e interior (i. e. agains t the inner

r ampart on the W. side , near the IfW. entrance) . On the I nven t or y plan

every s mall group of loose stones - of which there are a large number -

has been f ormalised i nto a hut .

t he ramparts .

Tlere are definitely no huts betVieen

Ramparts A and C have been s tone wall s , D appears to be simply an

upcas t mound, while B, wha ch i s onl y present on the vr. , i s i n a very was t ed

condition ro1d l ooks a s t hough i t may hav e belonged to an earlier s ystem.

The short length of r-ampar-t marked E . on t he sketch may~ have been
tru:~ ~rte- '

p art of ~ Ear_y Iron A6e date.

6663 xvi S.E. ~- June 1954-.
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East Lothian.

INDETERJ.1lliATE REF TN , BENTYri.tlliL, Inventory 1 0. 253). The

descripti on given i n the I nven t or y i s satisfactory, although the struct~e

banks have never been substantial .

i s clearly not a fort : t t is not i n a defensive situation ro1d the ~vo

~le--bX
It is not unlike the ho::'.ost-e- d at

Soon Hope Bur) (Inventory to , 255) , the I.ti. part e i.ng scooped out to

form a court , but the S'l. ortion is t o mach ecked to show any hut

sites. The date and urpose of the work are alike obscure.

5L.64 : 'l

, Jta..'&k.

32. 'hi.:.;;;- 1954.

r:1S';~'- " c;;:.._--
oJ . • r<v /) .

FLA N .. .... .. . .. .. .......
MAP .
M.R. .
REFS .



FORT, HARELA" (INVEl '"TORY No . 254).

East Lothi an .

The i nnermost wall , 4 f t. in

width , is modern, and t he principal defence of the f ort is a stone wall

whi ch was ori gi nally about 12 f t . in thickness. The existence of

vitri faction was cOlTI~irmed at t he poi nts marked on the pl an , and i s

clearly not attributable simply to casual fires. I n the absence of

excavation i t is i rDpossible t o decide whet her or not the enclosing

earthworks are contempor-ar-y wi t h the wall.

5463 xv S.E. 31 May 1954.
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East Lothian.

S~TL\..~Mf:.~l

IIOi,:i3S'T'E:AD , SOON HOPE BURN, HARETK II" (nNE TORY No. 255).

Althouuh the I nvent ory describes i t as a fort, this structure is
~\'\\.bu.bo..t' .

actually a homes LealT. The wall has been of boulder -faced r ubbl e

const_~ction, but the facings have been robbed and the width of the

result ing mound i s some _2 ft . The ori gi nal wall was no doubt

narrower-, The ditch is pur·e_y f or drainage , and the outer bank is

hypotheti cal . The interior is scooped on ~"O l evels)the l ower halfJ

on the entrance side , forDing one continuous court , while the upper

level i s divided by Ul1~_cavated balks into three cornpertments , of

which the central and SW. memb er s were almost certainly occupied by

huts op ening on to the Lower' court . No definite hut foundations are

however visible.

medieval.

The wor k is probably ROffiffi1o-British ut could be

5563 S.E. 31 Hay 1954.
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E. Lothian.

FORT, "TIE CASTLES" , LONG I'EVTON. (Inventory No. 256). The plan and

des cr ipti on gi ven in the I nvent ory are both i ncomple t e, but the fort i s s carcely

wor t h replanning . The out ermost rampart can be t r aced along the N. s ide and

not of uniform date .

as far as the E. apex in the form of a terrace , wh':"le the next rampart returns

(also in the form of a terrace ) to join rampart 3 midway along the • s ide .

Entrances can be s een at either end of t he i nner enclosur e, the broad dit ch on

the N. s ide of the W. entrances (which shows traces of a rampart on the outSide)

being repeated on the S. s ide of the sarne entrro1ces althou h largely levelled

by ploughing . The outermost rampart also has an ext er nal ditch at the W. end

of the f ort . Although the "Y . entrances throu~h the i nner and outer s ets of

defences are out of line , there is no reason to thip~ t hat t he defences are

The contrast in t he condition lit t he individual elements

is s i mp'Iy due t o the fact that the whol e of the i nt erior of the f ort has been

pl oughed at :!erte- s ome t ime , wh i l e the manner in wrri ch the out er defences conform to

the behav':"our of the inner ser ies on t he N. side argues for contemporaneity. The

pl ough has effaced any traces of i nt er nal structures . I do not know what to make
"l'(;-

of the i nt er-mural scoops on the W. unles s t hey are hut sites . But they are not

the normal Romano-British type, and may wel l be medieval .

5364 xv S.E.
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FORT, THE HOPES, (Inventory ne, 257).

E. Lothian.

Several co xxections and

addi. t i ons have been made to the plan of this f ort in the of f ice copy of

the Inventory - the most i mportant addition being an unfinished outer

r-ampar-t on the • half of the :m• s ide . Al l the ramparts appear to be

built simply of up cast from t he ditches , and the out er pair of ramparts

on the I ., which are s imilar in character t o the rest , are definitely

not Roman sa,e a-works . The s o-called "sunken ways" are also def ensive

consisting of a ditch wi, th a rampart on t h e I W. side onl y - the ou t er

mounds shrnvn on the p _an being eit her non- existent or of negl igible

pr oportions : (:hey are not later linear eart hworks .

The innermost pair of E. -W. ramparts p r esumably relate to an earl i er

work , while the outer p air on the t , l ook unfinished , but all these

devel opments appear t o bel ong to the same phase of occupati on . There

are no signs of huts . The f ort is c ertainly of ~ly Iron ge date.

5663 }""V S . E . and xvi S.W. 3 June 1954.
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EAST LOTHI..AN

Yes ter.

FORT , TITTCBES .rl\TO·,IE. The a c count of this fort gi v en i n the East Lothian

1 '"I nvent ory contains several mi nor inaccurmf~es, and it therefore seems des i r a bl e

1. No . 258 .

to publish a new description toseth er vith a plan (Fig. ). The f or t, whi ch

occupies a s mall i solated h i l l wi t h s t e ep sides, s ome 80 ft. h i gh , on the N. and

w. , and a mor e g r adual slop e, 33 ft. high , t owards t h e S . , is roughly

el lip tical on p Lan and measur e s internally 3w f t. in l ength by 130 f't. in

gr e a t e s t b r eadth . No defences a r e now visibl e on the -. s ide , but on the S .

t he r e are thr e e r-ampart s , t h e ou t e r pa i r b ei ng accompani.ed by ex t ernal dit ches .

Ex cept a t on e point, noted beLow, none of the ramparts sh ows any s i gn of

s tonework and t hey appear t o be r' orrned s i mpl y of heaped earth and rock rubbl e:

i nternal l y t hey are not mor e t r.a.n one f oot lri.gh at t he p r esent t i me, but the

i nner and medial r amparts h av e be en s t r engt h en ed externally by excavating the

natura l s l op e s i mmediately in f r ont of t hem t o f orm st eep sca rps up to 8 -f t .

and 5 f t. h igh respectively. It is reasonable to suppose that the inner

r-ampar-t was originall y continuous round the we l l - def i ned margi n of the summit

area s ince even t he N. face of t h e h i ll can be s caled '(rit h ou t mu ch di1:....f i culty:

wh i l e art ifi ci a l terraces clearl y sh ow that the medial r ampart Wa s once carried

round either end of t he h i l l . The outermo s t rampart, h owever , is only

traceable on the f l a t gr ound a t the f oot of the S. fl~~ of t he h ill , and i t i s

un c ertain wh ether i t represents an unfinished wor k , or wnether its truncated

appearanc e is du e t o l ater plou ghi n g. Th e interior of t he f ort , now c over ed

wi, th heat he r and br a ck en, exhibits no signs of struct u r es , a nd t he chief i n t er est

of the s i t e concerns the cu rved p r oje c t ions of the medi al r ampart a t each of the

two g a t eways which i mmediately call t o mind t he prot ectiv e d evice known as the

clavicula, commoril.y employed at the entr ances t o Roman temporary and s emi-

p ermanent c amps J particu l a r ly in t he Flavian p eriod . In t h e case of the W. gate ,

the clavicula appearance of the r ampart t ermi nal i s no doub t f or tuitous , s i nce

its curv e i s mer ely desi~ned t o bring i t i nto al i nement va t h the hol l ow t rack

l eading t o t h e gat e whi ch s kirts a rock- ou t cro:p a t thi s p oint . fut the

b ehavi.ouz- of the t erwina l a t t he E. entranc e cannot be exp.La.i.ned away by

r eference to the terrain, f or h er e the g r ound i s pr a c t i cally l eV'el, and

consequ e ntly it seems pr obabl e t hat t h e build ers of the fort n aV'e , in this case,

d el iberat e ly/



deliberately imitated a Roman cl avi cul a. Althou~h the t erminal appears t o

be constructed mainly of upcast f r om the ditch in fro t of i t, a numbe r of

boulders can be s een protruding t~~~ough the turf on the cr e s t and s carp of the

mound . Brt whethez- t hese boulders represent the remains of a stone pitching ,

similar to that whi ch was f ound on the ramp art of the Sou t h _ oman Camp at

Birr enswark2 , or whether they were s imply dumped wi, th the rest of the di tch

2. P . S . A. S . , xxxi i i (1898-9 ), p .224 .

mat er i al , can only be determined by ex cav ation.

519635
xv S . Y{. 28 June 1954.
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EAST LOTHIAN

Yester.

FORTS AI\1J) HO~I1ESTE.A.DS , KIDL_ 'r{ • On the summit of a hill at the !fW .

end of a spur of t h e Lammerrari.r-s , about 300 yd.s, E. of Kid l aw steading, ther e

i s an i mport ant gr oup of remains belonging to ~ffO successi ve nat i ve forts and

t hree homesteads whi ch ar e later i n date t han the f or ts . Si nce the r emains of

the earlier fort rrer e not observed when the site was surveyed for the

Invent ory of East Lothian (No.259), and the f act that the l at er f or t and t he

homesteads represent t wo distinct occup at i onal per i ods i s not recognize d i n

the descript i on vrhi ch acc anpanies t hat survey, i t has been bhought advisable

The earliest structures nm7 visible on the site are ~ro parall el

to pub l ish a revised account illustrated by a new pl an (Fig.
fb-rt.
~.,, :r:-=n 1. .

).

r ampart s ( - -B), about 150 ft. in length and f r om 13 f t. to 23 ft. apart,

which run in an arc fr an NI • to SSE. across the i nterior of t he later

fortifications. Both these ramparts are in a wasted condition, being

reduced t o mer e terraces whos e scarps are not more t han 2 ft. in height ;

the stony nature of t h e scarps and of t he terraces behi nd t hem suggests,
~~\t~

however , that the r amparts wer e not simply earthvrorks but wer e kerbed or ' eys" sa

va t h dr y-wal l ing. The shape a~n s i ze of t he f or t whose W. defences wer e formed

by these rampar-t s is conjectural s i nce t he rest of t he circuit has been

engulfed or obli t er ated by the later defences. fut f r om the lie of the

gr ound it i s reasonable to assume t ha t t he i rmer r ampart of t he lat er fort (rlA),

whi ch i s dr-awn round the shoulder of the hi ll , has adopted the S8..-nJ.e line as t ha t

whi ch was f ormer ly chosen for the E. half of the inner r ampart of t he earlier

structure . I f thi s i s so, For t I will have been ,r oughl y oval on p'Lan wi t h

maximum i nternal dimensions of s ome 300 ft. from N. to S. by 200 ft. from E.

t o W.
n:.'t't
~ I I. The s econd f ort is a larger and mor e substant i al s t ructur e , nearly

circular on pl an and with a mean internal diame t er of 350 ft. Except on the

NE . half of the p erimet er , wher e a dit ch a nd r-ampar-t have p r esumabl y been

l evel l ed by cultivation, t he defences comprise triple r amparts (IIA-C) with

dit ches bet-ween t hem. The short segment of a fourth rampart (rID )

whi ch i s int erpolated between the inner pair on t he SE. are, and whi ch mars

t he symmet ry of the design is mos t easily expl ained as a r el i c of the old

f ortifi cat i ons whi ch has been incorporated in the new syst em. Al l the r amparts



2.

appear to be of "dump"-construction, and possess steep s carps up to 7 f t . in

height ; t h e thin 'rui n ed s t one wall t hat crowns the inner r ampar-t (IL ) f or

the g r eat er p art of the circuit clearly dates to the succeeding 'homes t ead'

phas e of occupa t ion , and a f ragment of a similar wal l that over 1;es t h e W. end

of r ampart l ID may wel l belong t o the same phase . The ent r a nce menti on ed in

the Inventory article on the SSE . s i d e of the fort i s not an original feat~lre ,

but that on the WS 'J. is certainly or i gi nal, as may well be t he entrance on the

opposit e , u'~ . , s ide . No s i gns of internal buildings attributable to t his ,

or to the pr e ced i ng , f or t can now be seen .

Homesteads . t hird, mor e peaceful , phase in the h i s t ory of the s it e i s

represented by t he f ou nd at i ons of t h r ee smal l stone- alled homestea ds (IlIA- C)

situated at differen t p oint s with i n t he interi or of t he lat er f or t . All

t hree structur es are evidently c ont empor ary since they are simi l ar ,on plan,

whil e two of them are linked by t he boundary wal l whi ch, as a lready s t a t ed,

is based on t he r uaned i nner r ampart IIA :~ each consi sts of one or

two round stone huts , ranging fran 10 ft. t o 25 ft. in diameter , open.i.ng on to a

s mall wall ed courtyard.

Conclusions . The remains des cribed ab ove a r e of ex ceptional interest s ince

the homesteads, rh .i. ch pr ovi d e a terminus an t e quem f or the da t es of construction

and occupation of t h e tw o f orts , a r e of a f amiliar t ype ' hich was vrio.es pr ead

throughout SEe cotland and _ orthumberland be tween t he 2nd and 7th centuries

~ . D. It fo llows therefore that not only t he s e cond f or t a t Ki. d .Law, but als o t h e

oth er circular, multiva l l ate fort s of this class , wh i ch are wi de l y dis t r i but ed

throughout Berwi ckshire and the Lothians , but wrri ch do not appear in the adjacent

counties of Roxbur gnshf.r-e and Se l kir k shi r e , are t o be assigned t o t he Early Iron

Age . Furthermore , it i s evi den t that wher eas f or t s of t his t ype r'epr-es errt ,

as might be expe cted , a n advanced stage in t he t echni qu e of fortifi cation as

pr a c t i s ed in the Early Iron Age , t he forts whi ch they superseded vere not

neces sarily univallat e structures .

512642
x v S • • 30 June 1954.
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YESTER

C;'..IRN, LAMMER LAW. The Trigonometr i cal Station on the summit of'

Lannner Law st ands on the perimet er of' a round cairn, pr esumably of' Bron ze

Age date, which measures f'rom 55 ft . to 60 f't. in d.iame'ter- and s t ands at

the pr es:an.t t ime t o a maximum height of' 4 ft .. The s tones of' t he cairn are

exposed on all sides except the NE., wher e t hey are over-grown with gr ass,

but the centre of' t he s t ructure is covered by a modern cairn.

523617
x ix N. E. (unnoted) •
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EAST LOlliI

The f ol l owi ng remains are visibl e as crop - mar kings on a series of air-

pho'tographs whi ch wer e taken by t h e Royal ~A.ir .!:' or ce in '1930 , at the reque s t of

t he late Dr. J. Graham Call ander , and are Dmv preserved amongst the Commis sion' s

archives.

1 • EFCLOSURE , The d i t ch of a

circul ar enclosu r e , a bout 160 ft . in di~~ter, at the aack of ~~

a quarter of a mile Wi'J 'f . of t he Chester s f or t , Dr em1.

1. I nventor y of Eas t Lothian, No.1 } .

502785
v S: . (unnot ed }, 25 October 1954.

2. E TI:-lI'ORK, },f(.1NGOS ~S (Hadding t on • One, or possibly ~70 , ditches

of an oval ear-t h wor k mea s ur-I ng ext ernall y }20 ft . in lengt h by 250 ft . in

gr eatest width , in a low-lying pasture f i eld a quarter of a mile du e S. of

Mungos·,vells .

4-95785
v S . W. (unno t.ed }, 25 October 1954.
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EAST LOTHIAN

Th e f ollowing buried. sites are whol l y or partly r evealed by crop-

markings on Nati onal Survey air-pho tographs:-

1. E..4.."R.....'T'H70RK, B.Al .GONE BlillNS (North Ber wi ck). A c ircul ar e8.rlhwor k with

doubl e concentric di t ch e s , in a level f iel d 750 y ds, wsw. of Balgon e Barns .

Th e diameter of the inner dit ch i s about 155 ft. and that of t he outer ditch
(1 )

about 210 ft. A pos s i b l e entrance can be seen in the SEe side.

(1) 540/801 , 3272-3.

NT/553822
ii S. Eo ( unnot.ed} , 22 J uly 1 953 .

2. EARTHWOPJC, GHESTERS QUARRY (Garvald and Bara). An oval earthwork wi t h

a single ditch, 50 yds. ESE. of the E. end of Chesters Qu arry. The maximum

dimen s i on s of the earthwork are approximately 240 ft. f 'rom ESE, to v'/Nlf. by
(1)

1 90 f t . transversely.

(1 ) CPE/ SCOT/ UK/257 , 3134-5.

NT/571 71 1
x S. E. (unnot ed); 6 May 1954.

3. FORI.' , VIHI'l'ELAW HILL (Whi t t i nghame).- A circular f ort wit h double,
1.....eL.

or p os s i bly triple~ di t ch e s , (.an internal diameter of about 350 ft." on t h e
€I (1 )

sunmit of Whi~aw Hi l l.

Nr/571 71 6
x S. E. (unnot ed) . 6 May 195L.

4. EARTHWORK, liVEST MAI NS (Whi t t i nghame ) • A small earthwork and an

ad j ac ent enclosure, a qu ar-t er' of a mi l e S. of Wes t Mai.n s, Th e earthwork

whi ch occupies the top of a low rocky Imoll at the end of' t he spur that

des c ends north-east wards f rom Wh i t e l aw Hi l l , is t r ap ezoidal on plan with

rounded corners, and me asures internally some 1 05 ft. f r om E. t o W. by 11 5 f t .

t r ansve r s e l y . On the S. and Y/ . sides, t he crop marks of doub l e ditches are

plai nly to be s een on the air- photographs , whil e t wo t erraces which run

p arall e l /



f'rom E. to W. by 1 90 ft. transversely.

2..

parallel to one-another along the steep, uncultivated N. f'Lank of the knoll

may represent the qua-rried seatings for double r-ampar-ba, The E. side of'

the work also rests against a steep slope, but in this case no trace of'

defem.ces is visible either on the ground or on the air-photographs.

The enclosure lies 80 ft. ssw. of the ear-thwor-k and possesses only a

single ditch. Rectangular on pl~th rounded corners, it measures 250 f't.

'I'he entrance is not visible, but it
(1 )

was probably situatedinthe SEe side which is bounded by a natural gully.

(1) CPE/SCOT/UF/257, 3133-!1-'

NT/576719
xi S.W. (unnoted). 6 May 1954..

5. ENCIDSUP~, S.AlVlUELSTON ID1U'lliEAD (Gladsmuir). .An irregular four-sided

enclosure, bounded by a single ditch and measuring approximately 250 ft. from
(1 )

E. to W. by 200 ft. from N. to S., 700 yds. due E. of Samuelston Loanhead,

(1) CPE/SCOT/lJI<!257, 3155-6.

NT/L85717
x S. ('Q:nnoted). 1 June 195!1-.

6. ENCL(JSUP~, BEGBIE WOOD (Haddington). .An oval enclosure with a single

ditch in the larger of the two fields that adjoin the N. corner of Begbie

Wood. The enclosure, which measures approximately 350 ft. from E. to by

280 ft. transversely, lies in a loop formed by an old stream bed and has an
(1)

entrance at the E. end facing open ground.

(1) CPE/sCO'i1UKf257, 3147-8.

Nr/500707
x S. w. (unnot.ed) .. 1 June 1954..

7./



3.

7. FORT, DODRIDG-E L..ll..W (Ormis t on) . Four roughly circular, concentric
. (1) .

ditches can be seen surrounding t he f'ort on Dodridge law Th e diameter

of' the innermost ditch is aoproximately 250 f't.. and t hat of' t he outermost
(2) ~ ,

ditch 60 0 f't. Th e same f'our ditches appear on an oblique air-photograph

taken by the R. A. F. in 1 930 whi ch als o shows an entrance causeway on the

E. side.

(1 ) Inventory of' East Lothian, No. 133.

( 2) 541/.A/522 ,3278-9.

NT/41 2638
xiv S. W. 2 Nov emb er 1954.

8. ENCLOSURE, OVER HAI LES (Pres t onkir k ) . Three sides of' a rectangular

enclosure wi th a single ditch in a f'i el d bordering t he main road half' a mile

WSW. of' Over Hail es . The f'ourth (S) side of' t he enclosure, whi ch has

me asured 150 ft. f'rom E. to W. by about 200 ft. from N. to S.J does not

register on t he air-photographs since the ditch is obscured by a f'arm
(1)

t r ack.

(1 ) GPE/SCOT/UI\I257, 4122- 3.

NT/5657 60
v S. E. (unnoced) • 2 June 1954.

9. ENCLOSURE, STpJIDlliGST01TE (Mor ham). A roughly circular enclosure

with a single ditch and measuring f'r om 1 60 f't. to 180 f't. in diameter, half'
(1 )

a mile SW. of' the f'arrn of' St andings t on e.

(1) GPE/sCOT/UKf257, 4135- 6.

Nr/57 0732.
x N. E. (unnotied) • 2 June 195L1•

10. EARTh'WORK, :MAINSHILL (Wh i ttinghame ) . .An oval earthwork on t he E.
J:.
"iank of' an old wat ercours e, 500 y ds , NE. of' Mainshil l . The W. side of' t h e

earthwork rests on the margin of' the gully that has been eeen f'ormed by the

wat er cours e and no def'en ces are visible on t his side, but t he other three

sid.es are bounded by t wo parallel ditches some 30 ft. apart. The interior

originally measur-ed approximately 200 f t . f r om N. to S. by 100 f't.

transversely /



transversely, but part of the W. side has since been eroded away by surface
(1 )

drainage.

35-6.

NT/565725.
x N. E. ( unnot eel)• 2 June 1954.

11 .. FORT, ST. AGNES (Stenton). A curvd.Lanear fort with double ramparts

and ditches on the end of the spur that lies between the Whiteaeleler Water

and the Bothwell IVater, a quarter of a mile ViN'N" of St. Agnes. At some

former time the VlhiteadrJer has washed into the base of the spur at this

point, and the ensuing landslips have destroyed the whole of the S. side

of the fort.
Q,

It seems probablj., however, that the work was oval on plan

and measured internally 300 ft. from E. to W. by some 250 ft. from N. to S..

The ramparts, which are stil\ just visible on the ground at the end of

the fort, are 50 ft. apart measured from crest to crest, but their original
(1 )

widths can only be determined by excavation.

) 541/.A/472, 3178-9.

NT/682632.

xvii S. 'If. (unnoted). L June 1954.

12. FORT
7

SEA:I'ON LAVl (Raddington). An important native fort with

overall measurements of 630 ft. by 250 ft., on the s unnrit of Seaton Law, the

eastern shoulder of the Garleton Hills, 200 yda, NE. of Barnes Castle

(Inventory of East Lothian, No. 71) .. The photographs show four ditches, the
with

innermost of which encloses three sides of' a rectagular area/rounded corners

measuring 300 ft. from E. to by 1 LO ft. transversely; the fourth, or N. ,

side of the enc.Losur-e is f'orrned by the of' 2. steep escarpment, 1

high, and it seems probab'Le that any defences which may have existed on this

sd.de will have been destroyed long ago by erosion of' the cliff f'ace, The

other three ditches r-un in series and form a triple defence, curvilinear on

A
(1)

wi.de entrance through all four ditches can be seen at the E. end of the fort.

plan, which envelopes the inner enclosure on all sides except the N..

(1) /



5.

(1) CPE/SCOT/UK!257, 3085.

NT/5317 66.,.
v S. E. (unnoted). 1 June 1 95~

13. ENCLOSURE, LOCIrnILL (Ab er lady) . A rectangular enclosure, measuring

250 f t. by 200 ft. wit hi.TJ. a single ditch, situated close to the W. side of'
(1 )

the old qu ar-ry which is marked on the O. S. map 600 y ds, SE. of' Lockhill.

(1 ) CPE/SCOT/UR;265A, 5132-3.

NT/!~767 67
v S. W. (unnot ed) . 28 J un e 1 954.

1u, ENCLOSURE, EASTER. BRCOllliOUSE (Spot t). A trapezoidal enclosure

bounded by a single ditch and wi t h maximum measur ements of 120 ft. by 90 f't .

i n t h e corner of' a f i el d bordering t he Oswald Dean, 7 00 y ds, ESE. of East er
(1 )

Broomhouse

(1 ) CPE/SCOT/UK 257, 4098-9.

NT/ 6867 65_
vii S. W. (unnot ed) . 5 Oct ob er 1 954.

15. E.L\fCLOSURE , DOON HILL (Dunbar ) . A r ectangular enclosure wi t h sharp

cor ners, 300 yds . ESE. of the f ort on Doon Hi ll. Th e enclosure is bounded

by a s ingle ditCh and measur es 200 ft . f r om E. t o W. by 150 ft . t ransver s ely:

t h e entrance , ,vhi ch is over 25 f t . va de , i s s i t ua t ed i n the ce ntr e of th e

W. s ide1 •

1 . CPE/SCOT/UK 257, 3099-100.

NT/ 686755
xii N. W. (unnot ed ). 5 October 1954.



6.

16 . E RTHWORK, :s:.·wmlRIG (Pencaitland) . ~ Lar-ge earthwork with double

ditches on the cres t of a minor ridg e a quarter of a mile W. of Broomrig .

The inner ditch , whi ch appears t o be as much a s 20 ft . broad at s ome p oints,

encloses a nearly square area measuring 280 ft . along each axis; thr ee of the

sides are :pr act i ca l l y straight wh i l e the fourth, or E. , side is s lightly

out- curved. The outer ditch runs mor e or l ess p arallel to the firs t , but is

sep arated f r om it by a distanc e varying from 30 ft . on the S . side t o 100 ft .

on the E. and 1 . s i des . An entrance c an be s een directly through both

. 1
dit ch es i n the cent r e of the E. side of the earthwork •

1 . 106G/SCOTjuK 140, 5020 .

NT/ 42 6689
xiv N.E . (unnoted ).

1 7. FORT, PI ilGRT J HILL (Dunbar ) .

7 November 1954.

A small f ort on the crest of the

spur that runs E . from Pinkerton Hill , 600 yds , S . of Easter Pinker-bon and at a

height of 350 f t . O. D. Only the N. portion of the defences , cons i s t i ng of tripl e

ditches , can be s een on the air-photogra:phs , the S . porti on being s i t u at ed in

another fie ld wher e condi t i ons wer e not r espons i ve to the formation of crop-

markings at the t ime the photographs wer e taken. I t seems pr obab l e , however,

that t he fort wa s oval on pl an wi t h maximum Lrrbernal. measur ements of 300 ft .

from E. t o rr. by about 200 ft . from N. to S. 1

1. CPE/ SCOTjuK 257, 3094-5 .

NT/ 706750
xii N. VI. (unnoted ) ;

18 . ElillTIfi{O~ , CHESTERH"..ALL (Dunbar) .

6 October 1954.

segment of t h e defences of a

curvilinear ear- thwor-k, consisting of double di t che s , 30 ft . apart , can b e seen on

the edge of t he hi,::sh , left bank of t he Sp ott fum, 150 yds , S . of t he ruined

farm of Chesterhall . The segment me a su r es 450 ft . in length by 300 ft . al ong

the chord formed by t he wal.L t hat separates the field in wrri.ch the r-erna.i.ns are

s itua t ed from t he wooded r avine to t he S.1

1 . CPE/S COTjUK 257, 4098- 9 .

NT/6927 7
vii S . W. (urL~oted) .

MSS .\.( .S .
PLAN ·····..··
MAP ·········
M.R .
REFS ·······

5 Oct ober 1954.



E. LOTHIAN

PRESTONKIRK

FORI', EAST LINTON. Nat i on aJ. Survey air-photographs (1) reveaJ. t he

t r i p l e di t ches of part of an unrecorded f ort as crop markings in a

cultivated f i eld on t he N. 'bank of t he River Tyne half a mile SEe of East

Linton. The f ort occupies a l evel situation on the brink of a steep

es carpment overlooking the river, and its S. p ort i on has been destroy ed

by Landal. aps . All that survives is the N.- , side , 1.. 00 ft. in l engt h , and

parts of t he W. and E. sides , respectively 280 ft. and 50 ft. in l ength.

'I'h e corners are rounded and the N. and W. sides mor e or l e s s straight and

at right angles t o one-anot her) so that at f i r st glance a Roman origi n

seems pos s i b l e f or this work. On the ot her hand the three ditches are

no t preci s ely parallel, the outermost di t ch on the N. side b eing

di stinctly curved; the radii of t he curves of t he NE. and NW. corner s

are gre at er t h an is us ual in t he c ase of Roman f orts ; and t her e are n o

ent r ance- g ap s t hrough t h e (litches . Low level ob.Lf.cue air phot ogr aph s of

t he sit e t aken by Dr. St. J o s eph ( 2) show what app ears t o b e a nar-row

ditch in t he i nt erior running f rom N. t o S. and cutting of f the TilE. corner,

but n either group of photogr aphs exhibits any t r ace of int ernaJ. buil dings .

(1) CPE/ SCOT/ mV257, 411 9 - 20.

(2 ) Nos . P.F 84 - 6 in the C. U~ C. A. P• .

585765

v i S. W. (unnoted).

MSS l\.L .
PLAN .
MAP ..
M. R ..
REFS .

25 J\MI\oE:. '\954 .



EAST LOTHI.AN

fui ttinghaTJle

OLD SHEEPFOLD, JOHNSCT....EUGH. The circular, turf- walled sheepfold

which i s sh own on the O. ~ map on the right bank of the Wh i t eadder Wat er ,

about t hree-quarters of a mile N# . of J ohns cleugh, is erroneous l y

described as a "f ort" in the Inventory of East Lot hi an (1'10 .218).

623674
xvi N.E. 4 J une 1954.

- _5 ..\\)r: ·
p AN ·....·..· ····
M,u..P ·····..·· ····
t"i . r .
RE;':S .
-~ ... ..-



EAST LOTm:

SpottQ

FM I!STEAD , CRYSTAL KPO .u. Some stone f oundations belonging to a

farmstead , pr obably of 17th or 18th century dat e , can be seen on the edge of

The farmhouse measures 74ft . in len th by 16 f£: in
.--

the high, left ba~_~ of the Bothwell Wat er at the S . end of t he' flat-topped spur (

known as Crystal Knowe.

~~dth , ~~d is sub- divi ded by party-walls into three rooms of ne arly equal size:
6.

one of the rooms may , however , have been ~ byre . The S . and E. s ides of

the house face on to a wal l ed garth, while three smaller enclosures ad join the

N and W. si.des ,

Iv.rrl670664
xvii N .W. (unnoted ) . 4 June 1954•
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