
EARTH'NORK (SITE) STO llif1..AVEN.

Kincardine

No trace is now visible on the ground

of the earthwork mar ced "Camp" on the O.S. map and formerly known as

Ardubhy (FSAS L, 321; Topography of Ro Scotland, 104). The site

however is not appropriate f or a Roman fort , and it seems probable that

the earthwork vvil l have consisted of one or mor e ramparts extending

across the neck of the promontory formed by the junction of t wo valleys .

868865 · xx S.E. ("Oamp") . 30 April 1957.
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Kincardine.

CALllli"S ETC., CAMFSTONE HILL, RAEDYKES.

(1) The "Stone Cirole" ked 'on the O.S. map is another cairn of the Garr ol

Wood type .

A

The standing stones A, B and C ( and pos s i bl y the recQmbent stones E and D) are

member s of an outer ring of independent s t ones p l a ced 8 fee t away f r om the cairn.

The cairn is 33 ft. in diameter and i s bounded by s t andd.ng stones F-L which are

linked together by similar stones laid on edge t o form a continuous kerb. The

cairn mat er i al is very distinct (about 2 f J.;. i n height) , and an internal "chamber"

i s visible, measur i ng 10 ~t. i n length and bounded by s tones wh~ch may be l aid

either on edge or on b ed . The "chamber" has obviously been plundered.

(2) There is another cairn SEe of No. 1 (i.e. the largest of t he "circles" marked
o..-r

on J.;he O. S. map) whi ch has been of t h e same t ype ~ is even mor e disturbed.

1) C.
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stones A-H pr esumably represent the remains of an outer ring of i ndependen t stones

whi l e J -L, whi ch are laid on edge, may have taken t h e pl a ce of t he Recumbent s tone.

~l t h es e stones however have been linked by dry :trall i ng to make a stell, whi l e a

smaller stell (M) has been formed in t h e interior.

have been removed, bu t the central/

Th e cairn and i ts p er i s t alith



- 2 -

cent ral ch~~ber i s represe~ted by a holl ow "~th t ee stones on the p er i meter.

The chamber has no doubt been plundered.

(3) Betvreen os. 1 and 2 ther e are ~«o circular encl osu res , one measur i ng

27 feet and t he ot her 25 feet over the wall s i'l"hich are 8/ 10 feet thi ck i n

each case. The outer faces of bot h waf.Ls are distinct , but there are no

inner f aces showing - simply a roughly circular hol l ow i n the centre of t h e

enclosure - so that each monument may p os s i bly be only a plundered cairn.

There are ":10 signs of entrances. The question arises wh ether t hese may not

be Rin cairn analagous to s ome of the cairns with holloo centres f ound at

Fyvie, _ berdeenshir e .

(1;.) The Jltl~averses " mark ed on the O. S. map are CJI late f i el d boundaries

and should be i gnored.

(5) The hole of the top and upper s l op es of the hill are covered with

scores of s lnall round cairns some of wh i ch are only 8 fee t in diaT.eter,

while others measure 20 feet to 30 fee t across. ios t of them are clearly

formed of land-oathered stones piled togeth er wit h little or no earth,

but t heir round shapes and t h e association of t he other structures described

above seem to suggest that they are not simply olearance cairns. I any of

them have been dug into , and it is possible t hat t hey have been pUbl ~1ad .

832906. xv N.E. 2nd :May 1957.
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VITRIFIED FORT, GRE3N C

Kincardine .

~ (Of . P••A.S . xxxiv 108 no . 2) . A curious

f ort , which occupies the cr est of a lm7 ridge only 20 ft . in hei ght and

i s easil y accessibl e f rom all s~des . I t appears to have been oblon

in shape wi t h maximum measurements of 240 ft . by 140 ft . over a single

wal l. 10 details of this wall are however visibl e at t he present t ime

as it i s t hickly overgr mm with long grass and whins , while the interior

of t he f or t is under cultivation. _ cross-s ect i on t hrough the short

side i s as follows ,
SO'

y-~

the out er scarp being 4 to 5 f t . in hei~ht while the internal depression

i s very shallow. The gateway was pr esumabl y i n one of the short s i des .

Although no facing stones of the wall are visible , stones which have been

removed from t he interior during cul tivation, and dumped i n small piles

on and around t he wal.L, include vitrified material in every cas e - t he

mat er i al bei~g in small pieces .

633723 xxiii s.w. 12 eptember 1956.
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Kincardine.

"CAlP" , BL OK HILL. (cr. P .S . _ .S. , xxxiv , 107 no. 7) . Th e "Camp"

whi ch i s mark ed on the 0 . S. map on Black Hill i s simply a f i el d boundary.

877848. xvi s.w. 30 pril 1957.
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Ki n cardine .

EARTHi ORK, GREEN C TLE ( Of'. P. S . . •S'J JOCI:i ». 60) . magnifi cently preserved

eart h- ork, rankin wi-'-h Dinvin i n _yr-shdz-e , and certainly medi eval. The

plan i s simi l "Y' t o t hat of Ho rden ot te (Selkirkshir e) , a natural knoll being

fortified by dra17in a r ampart r ound the cr es t and a ditch round t he base .

s a Scraesbur 11. (Rox urghsh d.r-e }, the mat er i al for the r ampart has been

obtadned b acoopa.ng out the interior; there is no t:-ace of stone" ork , and

the m .i 1m heiGht of the r ampart above the ~nterior is 11 ft . (at the -.

end ). The u cas t f r om the dit ch has been dumped on the I i of t he count er-

scarp to form an ou t er r It is best seen on the S . and W. sides ,

alt ough i n the _at t er cas e i t is partly overlaid by a plantation bank.

The gap in the S . end of the ar k loo_s intrusive , hile the one i n the E. ,

if or i inal, has undoubtedly been i rrrp r oved - the caus eway being wider -'Ghan

woul d be requi red for a medieval wor -.

668 65 . xxi ii N.E. - 3 September 195 .
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CAI RN, (Of. P .S.A.S . xxxiv, 51;· ) .

Kincardine.

Although mark ed on the O. S.

map as a motte, this monument i s actually a cairn. It measur es about 57

feet in d'i.amet er- by a maximum of 5 feet i n height , and , like the cairn at

Arniefoul in Angus , is surrounded by a ditch and external bank . The latter

are not quite c i r cul ar, the ex t ernal measurements of the bank being 102 ft .

from NN. t o SEe by 90 f t . transversely and the internal meas urements 89 ft .

from NIl . to SE e by 79 ft . transversely. But I feel that i n contrast to

Arniefoul the bank and ditch may vrell be contempora..ry with the cairn.

The cairn is turfed over but s eems to be largely stone underneath : there

is no kerb visible. I t has be en dug i nto in a number of places but the

primary burial may well be i nt a ct .

,
/: c:

13 September 1956.
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HOliE- TEAD MOAT FORDOUN....... .

Kincardine .

(Of. C.:,awf or d Topography of Roman .Scotland,

103). A good example of a homestead moat which has consisted of the

usual ditch between ~vo banks . Th e inner bank has been completely levelled,

and the external bank only survives on the E. wher e it is 12 feet wide but

no t mor e than 2 feet i n hed.ghti, The ditch measures up t o 5 fe i n depth on

all four sides and was no doubt originally wet , although t he f armer states

that the lead-in and out-fall wer e cut in his you t h when wat er was broughb ,

'by an open channel , via the moat to a dam 'inear-s the f arm.

of an entrance nor any trace of internal buildings.

Ther e is no s ign

735770. xxiv N. E. ( "Roman camp") . 7th May 1957.
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LONG CAIRN, MI DDLE KNOX.

Kincardine .

This cair n occupies a magnifi cent position

on the cres t of a high ridge and i n p l a in view of the sea. It is def initely

a cairn aDd not a barrow, bei ng compos ed largely of water -worn s t ones.

It measures 120 f eet i n l ength (or 140 feet i :f' the tail a t the south end i s

included, but I think this i s simply a dump of f ield-gather ed stones) and

i s 40 feet vride i n the centre. The • end may be a few feet wi.der-, and

the S. end (excl uding the t ail) a few feet shorter , but there is little in

it . The cairn has be en dug i nto at vari ous p oints , but there i s no surface

indi cation of a chamber or of cis t s.

8170 . 3rd ay 1957.
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RO:M"..A1\f TEMPORARY- C , RAEDYKES.

Kincardine.

\

As Ma cdonal d report s , there are

two siz es of r ampart and dit ch used here - t h e smaller rampart being for all

pr act i cal purpos es a stone wall . Macdonald a ccounts for the existence

of the two s izes by differences i n the t err ain, but his argument breaks

down on the N. f ront wh er e the ground f'ac.i.ng the l esser rampart i s just

as much i n f av our of the attacker as elsewhere on this s i ¢e . It seems

probable that the t rue exp.Lanatn.on i s t hat the smaller size of r-ampar-t

represents unf inished wor k .

There are numerous shallow' pits on Garrison Hill which, on the

analog- of s imilar pits at Cawthorne , may indicate t he sites of tents ,

but ot h er .vise the i nterior i s featur el es s.

8490. xv _ .E . 2nd :May 1957.
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Kincardine

EARTI[ ORK (SITE) CASTLE DYKES. (Of. P. S. A. S. xxxiv, 60). This

ea rtlmork has now been completely levelled by cul t i vat i on . I t was

presumably of mediaeval da t e .

81074 6 xxv S ir 13 September 1956.
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Kincardine

CAIRN, M:ONTGOLDRU11. (gf. P. S. A. S., xxxiv, 107). Despite the

Grdnance ~urvey, this monument is not a "Oamp", as Coles recognised, but

a ruined cairn . It measures 60 ft. in diameter, has a peristalit h, and

~

the centre has been plundered in search of treasure (iloes name -',{ontg,oldrum

mean that they found it?). The large fractured s t one cl ose by has probably

been a s tanding stone a s sociat ed in some way with ae cairn. As Coles

observed, there are s ome sl i gh t remains of another similar round cairn

(i.e. one or ty/o stones of the peristalith and a l ittle core) 20 y ds .

away to the NE.

816772 xxv rf Yl ("Campti)

r:,

13 Septe~ber 1956.
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"TUiillLUS", WI TCH HILLOCK, n GLISIIlUJDIE.

Kincardine

This cairn or barrow has

been engulfed in a new forest and is itself planted with conifers. A

circular mound, about 60 ft . in diameter, it stands 7-8 ft. h i gh and shows

signs of a ditch round the base , particularly on the SE.

The likely topography ha s been completely changed by the forest, and

t he mound (which incidentally shows no trace of stone) i s difficult to
\

find. The easiest way t o reach it is to leave t he car . at Inglisma~die,

cross t he burn by the foot -bridge opposite the house , and take the first

track on t he left after the crossing. Follow this track for 390 yds., and

the mound is t hen 30 yds. to the E. in the forest.

643673 xxviii SE xxi SW 30 Apr il 1957.
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Yd ncardine

II "D_ hT1".jp_~r.m ll , BO'llT\TThTC. (or P S A S ' 108)= ,~..L 'YI.!.Ju J.• ...., ~. _ • • _-. • XXXJ.v, • Christis on .....res.

right in thinld.ng that this so called. r-ampar-t i s simply a field b oundary,

881 845 xxi NW 30 April 1957.
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Kincardine

Cl~BTr;FjnLL . A natural sand and gravel kaim.. which has been roughly

circular, measuring 60-70 ft. in diameter across the f lat top, and about

20 ft. h igh. A large segment has be en q;e.rried a:way on t he SW. I t may

have been dressed t o for.m a mot t e , but there is no eviden ce of th i s on t he

ground apart from the f lat t op and r egular prof i l e s of the side s . There

is no sign of a ditch. Another l e s s regular shaped kaim l i e s S. of the

river, 300 yds. due E. of CastlrHill .

6579 21 ef&. Abe rde enshi re xciv SE 1 May 1953.
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Kinca rdine

nENC1,MFtfENTn , INVERC.A-TWY RESERVOIR. (cr. Crawf'ord, Topography 14 7)

\\ 1/

Cairnton). This s uppose d ea r-thwor-k is a natural feature , t he so-called

ramparts be ing glacial moraines.

662963 vi i i NE 1 May 1953.
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Kincar dine

10NTROSE ' S TRENCH (SITE ). Thi s ha s b een a rect angular eart hwork

measuring 200 ft . in length by at leas t 145 ft . in wi dt h wi t h in a

substantial ditch a t least 20 ft . across. The S. side ha s b een de stroyed

by the publ i c road..., an d the r e s t has be en cul. t I va t ed, wi th t he r esult t hat

the ditch is now scarcely v i s ibl e . I t is unque sti onably a h ome s t ea d moat

as Crawfor d suggested (Topography 147) . The ditch shows di s t inctly a s a

crop-mar k on Na t i ona l Survey Ai r Fhot ograph UK/ 131 , 4332 and overall

measurement s should be che cke d against this photograph.

716004 v Sw 1 :May 1953.
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Kincardine

"SUFPOSED FI e TS KILN", LA OF LlThIGAIR. It is difficult t o s ay wha t

thi s title r efers t o on t he i - inch map (I had not got the appr opr i ate 6-inch

map with me) , but I suspect that it once referred t o a chambered cairn

built on the h ighe s t part of t he La.. of Lumgair and now l argely r emoved.

The cairn has 'be en built of wat e r -worn s tones)large quanti t i e s of w11 i ch

have been. carted off to the f armyard to serve as bases for haystacks J

and i ts original outline is lost . The re is no ind i cation of any chamber

at t he pr e s ent t ime .

853818 30 Apr il 1957.
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Kincardine

"INTRENCHMENT" , RAEDYKES. The plantation in which th i s eart hwork '

is s ituated had been f elled and only r ecentl y replant ed at the date of

v i s it so that t he work was clearly vi s ible . I t consis t s of a bank with

a ditch on the S. side, and i ts course is accurail=1.y marked on the 6-inch

0. 5. map. St art ing a t the E. end , on the edge of the road, the work
k

has been denuded~ a distance of 22 yds. Then follows a fine stret ch
'6e,\ow ~

60 yds. in length whose profi l e is given~in t he Note Book (S.10,11) •

.l.. ....

.AI though the O.S. map shows t he ditch as a -.v:~ ueI"t,course; . not much scouring

seems t o have t aken place - the tot al volume of the ditch be ing ve~ l ittle

more than that of the bank.

At the end of the 60 yds., there is a gap of 20 f t. wh i ch looks

original, although it is impossible t o be sure of t his without excavation.

Then f ol lows a 40 yds . s tre t ch mere the earthwork i s sl i ghtly less

subs t an tial than bef ore , the t otal wi dth of the bank and ditch being

reduced t o 30 ft . and the bank standdng t o a maximum he ight of 8 ft . ab ove

the bottom of the di t ch . Ther e does, however, seem t o have been some

s couring here in the ditch. 'l'races of a r evet ;!; :i.n£ of l arge s tones can be

seen on t he outer sca rp of the bank about hal f way along th i s sect or.

They occur about 3 f t . 6 in. from the t op of the bank, i. e. at ab out ground

l evel on either side of the earth~work, and give a width of about 17 ft . ~-
the bank at thi s point. _~other gap f ol l ows, 12 yds. wide and probably

secondary, aft er whi ch the bank resumes with a wi dth of 15 ft. and a. hei ght

of only 2 ft . 6 in. The dit ch profile ha s been wrecked by later drainage

but i t is not a s wide nor as deep a s further E. The W. end of the work

has clearly been destroyed by f ormer cultivat i on, but the E. end may
1M.

be original since t he re are no signs of any continuat i on ~ the plantat ion
~

~ the opposite s ide of ti1e roa d. Further E. t he line is continue d by a

gulley which was no doubt marshy in f onner times and whi ch would itself

f onn as a bounda.ry line.

There is not suf ficien t ev idence to say definitely whether the wor k

is Roman or not , al though after investigat ing Raedykes marching-camp

I I



2.

I am inclined to think that it is. The dimension~of the best -preserved

sector ar e similar to the Raedykes rampart and ditch at their maximum
~~
~, and the Raedyke s rampart also shows an external stone revetting

in places (apart from t he piece which is almost whol l y formed of boulders.)

I t also faces away from the marching-camp, and to t hat extent serves as a

covering defence; but it is curious that it looks S. on to ground whi ch

is overlooked from withhthe camp.

843895 xv NE 2 May 1957.
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