
_u dl ot hian

FORT, P.L.! Y:BILL , CRICHTO , (Inventory No. 59). There is nothing to

add to the 1nvent or-<J ~ account. It is a simple curvilinear earthwork

with a single rampart... standing in a dominating position. There is no

trace of stonffivork in the rampart at the resent time, but its construction

is uncertain in the absence of excavation. The wor k is probably an Early

Iron Age fort.

xv N.W. 21;. Lay 1955.
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FORT , LONGFAUGH, (Inven t ory ! o , 60). There is nothing to add to

the lnven tory account and plan. The wor k is probably an Early Iron

Age fort and appears t o belong to the circular type common in East

Lothian (e• • Kidlaw No. 259).

4;-7
4061 x:v N.W. 24 May 1955.
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FORT, LA"lHEAD , (Inventory -0 . 103) .

fidlothian

The l nvent or y plan and

description are satisfactory as far as they go , rot it woul d be possible

to m~~e a plan showll1g the complete outline of t he fort as there are

still faint traces of t he rampart and ditch on t he SEa side of t he

dyke.

C; -z.­
2162

N bSh>

xiii N.W. 27 kay 1955.
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Li dlothian

FORT, HERI OT STLTIOr (Inventory No. 107). The i nvent ory account

is satisfactor y , and t he s i ze of t he ~ork t ogether 'ji th the ~istence

of double r ampart s allows the desd.gnat d.on For t .

' . ."""

I ' ,'

xxi N. Yr . 8 June 1954.
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.lidl otnia,11 .

FORT, CO~SEHOPE RINGS , -liD HILL, (Inventor y No. 108). The I nvent or y

descr iption of the defen ce s is adequate . The ramparts axe all of dump

co ns t r uction 3.I1d Lnd.iv.idus _l y have never presented much of an obstacle ,

although "hey ere presumably to ped with palisading. The ditches e

simply ex t er nal quarry pi ts and i n many cases do not occu y the whole of

the space be~7een the ra8parts .
'O\~

About a dozen huts are visible , appar-errtLy coeval, i1b the visible

defences or with an earlier pal':'sade f'oLl.owi.n the same circuit . They

are of r i ng - di t ch r a t her than r-m g- gr oove t;y-pe , and measur-e s ome 35···£'t. - 4-0

ft. over 'che dit ch wh.i.ch i s 4- ft . - 5 f t . i n -f i d t h. The hu \,,5 have been

g rai'ted on t o 'che Invent or y Plan i n P . S. •S . \><.x..)(..\Ll. ,;L

3951 xxi, s.w. 10 June 1954.•

MS-S·:_ ·~.~.~..~ .
PLAN ,
MAP "
M. R "
RE f S " ..

georgeg
Typewritten Text
Numlink 53304



FORT, HILLEND HILL.

Midl ot hi an .

This fort has consisted of an i nner

wall wi t h t he addition of an ex terior wall or rampart on t he mor e

1vulnerable W, '2 : t he latter element may have been continued

. E 1 ~:.o ton "Che ''2 oae , al hough no trace of it is now visibl e . The_fovt

has been plunder ed of i ts stone, and subsequently brought under

cultivation so that i t is in the last stages of decay. The OI"'~y

superficial remains of the i nner wall consist of a line of outer

faci ng stones, one course i n height) on t he N. side and a liffiited llrtl~

stony core elsewhere. The facing s tones are untr immed boulders

about 18 i ns. in length.

The outer def ence i s now represented mer ely by t errace which

l ies 15 ft . below the i nner wall on t he W. and 15 f t . below i t on

the S. The entrance on the N. side is pr obably origi nal but the

gap on the E. i s mor e l ikely t o be due t o cultivation. .An oval

depres si on marked on the plan may be the si t e of a hu t, but

otherwise the i nter ior i s f eatur el es s.

The knoll on which the f or t sta nds is 20 ft . i n height on the

s ide where a narr ow gully sepa.rates i t f rom Caerket t on, and i 's '

20-30 ft . higher than a ~~ate shelf whi ch breaks the slopes on · the

S. and E. s ides. The slope t o the N. is longer and steeper . Some

slight traces can be seen of a quarry-terrace behind the i nner wall

and t:b.is was doubtless a continuous feature .

2466 vii SEe (unnoted) . 12 April 1956.
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Mi dl ot hi an

F Rr TEAD , .tl'ITNGTOr, HILUlliAD, (Inventor y No . 237) . Ithou h the

I nvent or y descri es this as a f ort , it i s clearly a f armstead of post-

med':'eval date . The enclosure wall is not defensive, and nothing was s een

of the supposed circular structures in the interior.

xxiii 10 June 1954
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r.Iidl ot hian

EART:tIWORK , C 'JP WOOD, (Inventory No. 187).

to the plan and account i ven i n the L nrent or y .

~1ere i s no thin to add

~e main enclosure,

whos e r anp art has pr obably been f aced wi t h boul ders , may be an Early Iron

Age f ort i n v i ew of i t s situation on a r idge top , but this i s by no means

cert ain. The i~~er encl osu r es a r e eni gmatic , and I have no opi ni ons on

their age or purpose. Superfi~ially the l arger of the two bears a

resemblance t o the eart hworks on @!It ··ih i t cast l e Hill, Roxburghshire.

3563 viii S •.E. 24 ;'i.E.y 1955.
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,iidl ot hi an

FORT, H:.ALLTREE RINGS, CH.!..PEL HILL, (Inventory No. 234 ) . There is

nothin.g t o add t o t ae I nvent or y account, and the f ort s eems never to

have possessed mor e 'chan a s i ngle r ampart.

401519 xxi S . W. 10 June 1954.
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Midlothian

PORT , HODGE CAIRN, HANK WOOD, ffiOCKHOUSE BURN, (Inventory No. 235) .

The plantation that f ormerly covered this site has .recently been felled,

but the I nvent or y account is satisf act ory and no plan is requi r ed.

The work is unquesti onably an Early Iron Age f ort • .

4151 xxi, S.W. 9 June 1954.
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M:i..dl d Gh i an

E'l'-rrElvrENT, :MIDDLE EITLL, ( Inventory No. 2}6 ) . The I nventory

plan an d account are satisfactory, alt hough the wor k i s a settlement ,

sirrilar to that at Soon Hope Br r n (EasJe Lothian ) and no t a fort.

/

J 411-51 xxi S.E . 8 June 1954.
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FORT, TG~~ , (Inventory · 0 . 239 •

15-dl ot hi an .

The i nv entory account i s

sati sfactory, and the appellation For t s eems jus tif ied.

4545 xxi i i S.E . '8 June 1954.
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I, . dlo-chian

FORT (?), WATBERSTON. (Inventory No. 21!-0). This i s a."1 unusue.L

monument mid is difficult t o clas sify . The out er r ampart has been a

bou_der- faced rubble wal l of the kind used i n the Roxburghshi r e

homesteads , 'TI1i l e the i nner wall , whi ch i s now almos t entirel y destr oyed ,

app ears t o have been of s olid stone cons truction. The medi al ditch has

also been s omething mor e than a mer e dr aina e t rench . The interi or is

i n a very dis turbed condi tion, but the II ci r cul ar cons truct ion ll i n the

NE. angle i s a quarry- pit , as are the two ot hers shovm on t he plan

outside and to t he I~. of t he enclosure. The t hree suppos ed huts ranged

against the W. wall are mer ely hol l ows of no definit e shape and could

wel l be quarri es , while the others t entatively indicated on the plan

are hi ghl y suspect. Ther e are hovrever seven or eight s cooped court s i n

the i nterior (~~a.Dged i n t hree t iers ) , only two of whi ch (i.e. the

courts) are pr oper ly ShOWl1 on the plan. The uppe r, or S , s i t es , er e

excavated into sl oping gr ound and are generally cr escentic on plan:

Each one opens on t o a member of the next t i er at the front. Thes e cour t s

coul d be pl atforms f or hut s but no definite hut wall ing is visible at a."1y

spur, and its class i fication as a f ort i n the Invent or y i s open t o ques t i on .
J

point . The site lies on sloping round i mmediatel y bel ow -che cr est of a

lthough l arger/ it bears some resenblance t o the work at Over Hartside ,

Channelkirk .

4346 y..xi i i S.E. 9 June 1954.
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llidl othi a.l1

E.NOL '-'URE , CORTLEFERRY, (Inventory No. 241). The I nvent or y

account and plan are s atisfactory. The hut ci r cl e is not certain ,

but very pr obabl e , so t hat . TO p eriods of occupation seem t o be
O"'-~

r epresented , ~. a settlement with at least~ round hut )

f ol l owed by a re-occupation and the construction of the rectill!gular

bui l di ng .

4350 xxi S.E. (unnoted ) 8 June 1954.
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EIDLO'l'HIJI.N

COLINTON

EARTHiiORK, TARGEITH KNOIVE. "'"Targeith Knowe i s a narrow e.Lougated ridge,

s ome 50 ft. in height, which ext ends wes twards from Swanston Cottage for a

quarter of a mile along the foot of Caerketton Hill. Acros s the t op of the

ridge, about 80 yds. from the W. end, there i s a s l i ght l y curved ditch

measuring 20 - 30 ft. in width but not more than 2 f t . in present depth

(Fig. ) . Th e 'dit ch is interrupted near the centre by an unexcavated causeway

10 f t . in width. A1though there are now no signs of any further def enc e s ,

it seems probable t hat the ditch represents the E. side of an earthwork whos e

other three s i des followed the margin of the sunnnit area of the ridge and have

b een destroyed by former cul-tivation. If this i s t he case the wor k wi l l

have measured over all about 250 ft. from E. to W. by 11 0 ft . t r ansver s el y .

233676

vii N. Eo (unnobed} ,
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EIDLOTEIAN

,LAS SVI..illE

EARTHWCRK, MAIDEN CASTLE, ROSLIN. One mile NE. of' Roslin, the River

""Esk, f'lowing in a deep gorge, makes a tight loop round a narrow, e'Lotsgated

rocky spur whi ch lies approximately NW. and SE. and is known as The Mai. den

Castle. The ends of' the spur are only gently inclined, but the SW. side rises

f'airly steeply to a height of' about 60 ft. above t he haugh whi l e the opposite

(NE. ) side is formed by a precipitous clif'f' f'ace, p~thoughno artificial

def'ences are marked on the O. S. map, the spur has been f'ortif'ied at some time

in the past, the remains of' t wo ramparts and a medial ditch being v i s i bl e

running on a slight curve across the level ground at the NW. end as shown on

the plan (Fi g. ). Both ramparts wer e evidently of' massive proportions but

have b een heavily reduced by later cultivation. Wher e best preserved) the

inner rampart stands to a height of' one f'oot above the interior ground surf'ace

and 6 ft. above t he present bottom of' t he di t ch, whil e t he outer r ampart :.

measures up t o 1 8 ins. in height internally and 5f't•. 6 ins. in hed.ght eA-ternally .
\i)l~lt..

The ditch has also been a fonnidable obstacle with an eff'ective~ of' about

25 ft . A gap near the N. end of the outer rampart may represent an origianl

entrance )but t he point cannot; be established without excavation as the stretch

of' inner rampart opposite this gap is masked by a dens e growth of whans, No

traces can be seen of any corresponding def enc es at t h e SE. end of t he spur
b\~~

where , however, the ground has been much obst rue-ted by hollow t r acks and by
\1"...<0

quarrying. I... Surf ac e of the spur is covered wit h rough pasture and whins and

shows no sign of structures.

287643

viii S. W. (unno t .ed);
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MIDLOTBIAN

The f ol l owi ng buried features are v i s i b l e as crop-markings on Nat i onal

Survey air-photographs:-

(1 ) EARTHWORK, THE CHESTERS (Borthwi ck) . About i..-wo- t hirds of the

perimeter of' an earthwork, now levelled by cultivation, in the field
u.,\ c... ~lf::.

known as t h e Chesters,~ NW. of Borthwick Castle. The earthwork,

wh i ch straddles the crest of a ridge at a height of 7 00 ft. O.D., was

oval on plan, and was defended by a single rampart and an external ditch:

the overall measurements are approximately 380 ft. from NW. to SEe by

270 ft . transversely. On the W. side, about 30 yds. from the NN. apex,

t here is an entrance from 1 0 f t .. t o 1 5 ft . in width, on either side of

which the ditch tenninals are in-turned for a short distance. (
1

)

(1) CPE/SCOT/UK 310, 5015 - 6 ..

362602

xiv N. E. ("Fort, site of"). 1 0 June 1 95 4.,.
,.,-?.

". ?-r
-o'.

( 2) EP..RTHWORK, STONEFIELD HILL (CJ;ingt on). The ditch of a c ircular

earthwork, about 300 ft. in diameter, on the flat top of a slight ridge

a quart er of a mile SEe o f Stonefield Hi l l f'arm and at a hei ght of 550 ft .

O.D. A crop-mark of a lighter toneJwhich encloses the dark crop-mark of

the ditch on the NE. half' of the wor k )sugges t s t he presence of an external

bank)and t her e are vague indications of t wo opposed entrances on t he NW.

and SE. arcs respectively. The foregoing structural features, the

presence of a nearby stream, and t h e name Stone:field Hill , which, i f it

refers to this site, might conceivably be der ived from a setting of

standing stones which once s tood in t he central ;;area , suggest that t h e

(1 )
wor k may be a "henge" monument.

(1 ) CPE/SCOT/UK 310, 5118 - 9. For monuments of this c lass cf',

305601

x iv N,W, (urmoted) ..
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2.

(3 ) ENClOSURE, CR..~W HILL (Rat ho) . The double ditches of a D-sh aped

enclosure on the E. f'Lank of' Craw Hill, 500 y ds, NNE. of' Hat t on Hous e

and at a hei ght of' 450 f't . O, D. The ditches are from 40 ft. to 70 ft .

(1 )
apart, and the enclosure measures about 130 ft. by 90 f't. i nternall y .

(1 ) 106G/SCOT/UK H O, 5157-8. , .

131 691

vi N. W. (unnoted) . 25 April 1 955.

(4) ENCLOSURE, BABERTON :MA1NS ( Curr i e). The single di t ch of' a

nearl y rectangular enclosure on the top of a low ridge a quarter of' a

mile W. of Baberton :Mains.. Th e enclosure measures approximately 220 f't.

f'rom N. to S. by 250 ft. t r ansver s el y and ther e appears t o be an entrance

causeway across the ditch in the centre of' t he N. side. (1)

(1) 106G/SCOT/UK 140, 51 48-9.

186696

vi i N. W. (unnot ed}, 25 April 1955.

( 5). EARTHWORK, ROSLIN ( Lasswade ). A s egment of' a curvilinear

earthwork with t ripl e ditches on t he S. side of' t he road leading into

Roslin f'rom the SW., a hundred yards W. of t he Free Church. The northern

porti on of t h e earthwork lies under hous es on the opposite side of' the

road, and the southern portion h as likewise been built over since the

air photographs wer e taken. (1)

27 0630

xiii N.E. (unnoted).

(1) 106G/SCCT/UK 1 40, 5035-6.
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(6) ENCLOSURE, DRYDEN 1fAINS (Iasswade). The single ditch of' an

irregularly-shaped enclosure 1 00 yds, S. of Dryden Mains. The enclosure

has t wo straight sides and one curved, and measures approximately 200 ft.

f rom N. to S. by 1 60 ft. f'rom E. to W.

(1 ) F. 21. 58 R. A. F. 1097, 01 93-4.

3
276618

vii S.E. (unnot ed) .
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