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PARISH OF LCGIE EASTER.

FORT, ONOO an DUIN. The hill named Onoc an Duin, which attains a height of

904 feet above sea level , rises steeply for 450 feet from the left bank of

the Baknagown River wher e this runs through Strathrory on its wCIi/ to enter

the Oromarty Firth at Nigg B8iY~ six miles to the ESE. The hill commands

most of strathrory into which it prot:rudes from the massif immediately to

the N., and at the same time dominates the Glen of Scotsburn and Glen Aldie

through which the Aldie Wat er f'Lows to Tain and the Dornoch Firth.

The summit of the hill consists of a comparatively flat oval

area measuring about 730 feet from E. to W. by about 250 feet transversely.

The flanks of the hill slope steeply down from this to S. and W. towards

the river, but to the N. there is a more gentle descent of less than 50 feet .

to a narrow m~shy valley which connects Onoc an Duin to the massif beyond.

To the E. however the summit plateau is cut off from the neighbouring part of

the bill by a steep-sided. rocky goege of striking appearance which runs from

N. to S. to fonn a gash a quarter of a mile in length and up to 150 feet in

breadth thus effectively isolating the part of the sumnit just described.

The const:ruction of a hill fort was begun, but not conq:>leted,

on the summit plateau which, cut off by the gorge, formed a natural defen-

: sive pronorrtory, The inner line was evidently to consist of a stone wall

10 feet in thickness, for starting near the brink of the S. lip of the

natural gorge a substantial line of boulders runs W. along the N. margin

of the sumnit plateau for a distance of 770 feet to terminate near the S.

extremity. For the most part the line of boulders appears as a heavy mass

of tumbled blocks and slabs which is apread to a width of about 10 feet or

12 f'eeti, the edges of the mass appearing to be overlain in places by peat.

The westernmost stretch, 170 feet in length, has several interesting charac

: teristics. The amount of stones in this sector appears to be greater

than that visible further E. , bile stretches of built faces begin to be

visible above the heather at irregular intervals on either side of the mass

of boulders. Some sections of faces up to eight courses in height can be

seen!
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seen but in aJ.I cases these have faJ.len 'backwards to a greater or lesser

degree into the loose rubble at their rear which fonned the core of the

wall. At a point 40 feet from the termination of the line of the bouli.ers

there is a ruinous but clearly perceptible transverse face which runs

across to unite the inner and outer faces. Beyond this the lowest

course of the outer face can be seen to continue without interruption

all the way to the end; that of the inner face only resumes af'ter a gap

of about 5 feet, but thereaf'ter it too runs to the end, It is notable

that from the transverse face to the end the wall consists of an inner

and an outer face of one or two courses in height between which are

placed enough boulders to fill in the space but not to :fonn a pile or to

rise above the low faces. There can be no doubt that this finaJ. stretch

of 40 feet represents an early stage in the construction of the waJ.l,

and that the proceeding was apparently :first to lay the lower course of

the facing stones at the required distance apart, then to fill in the

space between them with boulders, and so to erect the wall, in the fonn

of built faces with a rubble core, on the foundation thus prepared. It

is remarkable that, when the embryo waJ.1 ends abruptly at the W. end of

the sumnit plateau, the course it would presumably have proceeded to

follow along the S. edge of the plateau is not marked out either by a

marker trench (Little Conval) or by a rickle of stones (Durn Hill)'

It is possible that perishable objects such as wooden pegs were used in

this case.

.Apart from the cross-face in the NW. arc of the wall which

has been described above, the only other gap in the line of boulders is

near the E. end. The line springs from near the lip of the natural

gorge, as already mentioned, but after a distance of only 60 feet in a

straight line the boulders cease. There ensues a gap of some 20 feet,

on the far side of which the boulder line resumes at a different angle.

It is possible that the gap was designed to fonn the basis of' a main

entrance. but the alinement of the wall on either side of it cannot

readily be explained.

The/
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The outer line of defence also appears in an incomplete

form. It consists in essence of a linear excavation designed to :rollow

the wall, or the crest of the summit plateau, at a distance varying from

40 feet to 70 feet. .At no place was it advanced to a stage nearing

completion, but sufficient work exists to show that the final spoil was

to be thrown outside the ditch or terrace and that the larger boulders

were being collected above the inner lip. .All al.eng the N. flank of the

hill, f'rom the lip of the gorge for a distance of about 800 feet, this

line of def'ence appears merely as a shallow terrace dimly perceived in

the long and deep heather. There are several minor interruptions along it,

and two major ones but most if not all these probably represent the boun-

: daries between the work of different gangs. .At the end of this stretch

the line begines to turn through S'W. to S", and thereafter for almost its

entire length it is not only free from heather but runs along the steeper

flanks of the hill. .A gap in the S. arc cov$rs the place in the inner

line of boulders where the transverse face crosses it. The gap consists

of a causeway in the excavated ditch or terrace some 12 feet in width,

the N. side of it being well-defined because an attempt has been made to

collect stones and boulders and to form them into a line of transverse

facing about 15 feet in length. This spans the end of the excavation

and likewise forms a termination to the outer line of gathered stones,

and may even have run on to the inner line. It is now so ruinous, however,

that no precise description can be given. Beyond the the excavation

and the collections of boulders and rubble both above below it continue

round the SIN. and S. faces of the hill. Traces of gang work appear all

along it, and for a considerable stretch the excavation cannot be traced at

all. In the last 200 feet before the gorge is reached again the stones

and rubble collected outside the excavation begin to form a low mound while

the amount of boulders on the inner side increases. Just before meeting

the lip of the gorge the outer defence is again covered with long heather,

but it is probable that the outer mound turns up to the N. to terminate

on the lip of the gorge. There is nothing to show that there was ever any

defensive line on the crest of the gorge.

Thel
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The interior is covered with peat and heather, and the only

def'inite f'eature visible within it is what appear-s to have been a small

water-hole. The hole, about 2 f'eet in diameter, was choked with stones

at a depth of' 2 f'eet and dry on the day of' visit. It occupies the bottom

of' a shallow depression itself' about 2 :feet deep and 10 f'eet in width in

which a penannular wall one course thick stands to a height of' 4 f'eet.,

The wall is probably of no great age.

liVe 3rd July 1958.
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HOMESTE-W MOAT , DAVID'S FORT, CONAN. This structure stands at a

height of 150 ft . O.D. half a mile SEe of Conan House on broken and marshy

ground that slopes down f rom the uir of Highfield t owards the River Conan.

Of charact eris tic t rapezoid plan (Fig . ) , it i s f ormed on a minor

eminence, the i nteri or standing a few feet abov e the surrounding ground.

It measures 83 ft . from N. t o S. by f r om 85 ft . to 105 f t . t rans versely

wi thin a wet ditch to the level of the ater in which i t s f lanks dropped

15 f t . on the day of v i sit . The surface of the i nt er i or i s covered with

v ery coarse gr ass , tangl ed undergrowth and a f ew l arge trees, and t h e only

fea t ure vis ibl e was a circular depression 3 f t. i n depth and 25 f t. i n

diameter s ituated clos e to the margin halfway along the W. s ide . The

ditch is surrounded by the r emains of a subs tantial bank s t anding up t o

9 ft . in height above t he level of the water and t o 3 ft. above the ground

ou t side. 'fie W. sector, which stands only 2 f t . above t he wat er and above

the gr ound outside, i s cut by a depression about 5 ft . in widt h outside

whi ch a holl ow track leads of f W. down the slope. The gap lies opposite

the depres sion in t he interior, a nd it is poss ibl e that t hey represent t he

place wher e a wooden br i dge originally spanned. the moat.

539533. lxxxviii. 2 J uly 1958.
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PARISH OF KNOC KBA I N.

FORT~ ORD HI LL, KESSOOK . Th is fort occup i e s the s runmit of the

Ord Hi l l, a conglomera te ridge whi ch ri s es to a ,he :ght 633 f eet

O. D. i mmedia te l y N. of the narrows at the ent rance of t he Beauly

Firth. The h i l l fo rms a natural pa ir with ra ig Fhadr i g , three

mi les to t he SE, but i s both hi her and longer. _ t the date of

visit the whol e h i l l was planted ~it _ well-grown con i f ers of no

great age and the rema ins of the fort were mea sured only with

some diffi culty . The fort, whi ch is irregu~arly s ub-r ec t angul a r

§n plan with c ompara tiv el y st r aigh t long s ides , mea sures about

900 feet i n L en g t h fr ',:n 1"'3 . to 8 1"1 . by about :::: J~ f ee t in ma: i.. ' n

v i d t ··":.t ''l i n \.I :1e ruin of a sub s t antLaL s t ne '"_.11. For most of

its leng th this appear s as a spread of blocks and stone s which

varies i n 1ii th a ~ many of thes e have fa l len away do~vn the s t e ep

1

Nv. and SEe f lanks of the h i l l . I n part icular there are several

gaps where no tra ce s of the wall can be s een i n the v i c inity of

the steepest par t of t he SEe flank . ~he best -preserved sectors

of the wall are t hose that enclose the Sf. ~uarter of the fort;

they l ie on conpara t ively leve l ground the approa ch to which i s

not difficult, and i t is probab le therefore t ha t t hey were con

:structed , or rec ons tructed , t o provide a mor e formidab l e barr i er

than was n ece s sary at the crest of the st eeper slopes border ing

the rest of the per imet er . The entrance lies i n the S. corner.

At a point in the SEe sec t or of the wall at a di stance of be tween

30 yards and 40 yard s l~. of the entrance a s tre t ch of solid

v i t r ifac t ion , appar en t ly consis ting , of wall blo cks fus ed t o each

other, and t o the conglomer a t e belov them, was seen on the day of

v is i t. The magn i t ude and e xt en t of thi s v i tr if ied mass s ugge s t s

tha t t h e fort was probab ly or ig inally fo rmed by a heavy t liaber 

l aced wal l and may have been c ompar a ble i n size and s t reng t h to

the l a r g es t of t his class i n t he reg ion . To W. and N • of t h e

entrance!
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entrance the wal l a s sume s a differ ent appearanc e, consi sting

of t wo Vir t ual ly parallel broad bands of tumbled blocks and stones

wh i ch lie ab out 30 feet apar t and ar e each sprea d t o a wid t h of

abou t 20 fe et or 25 feet. The inner of t hese t wo s tre tches f orms

t he fi rst 60 yards of t he mai n wal l a s t his l eaves the W. side

of t he entrance , and t he ou ter c overs it fo r th i s d i s tanc e befor e

dy ing out on t he steep It" . f'Lank of t he h i l l. The preci se ar range

:ment of the thr e e wal l s near t he entrance was d iff i cult t o t race

on the day of v i s i t be ca us e of veget ation and fa l l en branches, but

it appears t o be as shovTI1. on the sketch plan. Tl1.ree hut c i r cl e s

each about 10 fe e t i n internal d iame t er t hat lie close to the ruin

of the va Ll. in the S' ', may be c ompa r atively r e cent i n dat e .

66 3491. c . 12th Apr i l 1 957 .
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