
FOET LAGGlili LOCH , ( Inv ent ory No.5).

Wi gton .

This is a pear-shaped

fort (not circular as st ated :in the Inventory) defended by double

ramparts and a medi al ditch ) all of which are drawn round the

flanks of a hill. The ramparts wer e probably earthworks, but

f or the most part they are r educ ed t o t erraces. The en t r ance is

on the VI. side. The t op of the hill h as a wel l - defined marg:in

which might b e expected t o h ave carried an inner rampart, but

there i s no trace of one at the present time. The fort is

worth planning but does not appear to b e :in any imnediate danger.

397373 XJOI."V NVI. ( "Camp11) 1s t September 1 951.
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Wi gton.

PROMONTORY FOP..T . BACK BAY , (Inventory No.6) . A p lan
~

of' this f ort was made atJ....date of' visit. There is nothing of'

substance to add to the I nventory des cripti on, alt hough i t is

pos s i b l e that the 8 ft. thick stone wall , and the f'oundati ons o£ ''''''

the i nterior, repres ent secondary occupation of t he site - p erhaps

~ in medieval times.

....

369394 xxxiv NE. 27 June 1955.
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FORT, FELL OF BIW.HULLION (Inventory No.7).

\,Hgton.

A plan of

this fort was made at the date of visit. Oval in shape the fort

is defended by two stone walls. The widths of these walls cannot be

determined without excavation, but the inner one has been a massive

affair, the debris forming a great belt of scree on the • side. There

are surface indications of a possible gallery in the thickness of the

inner wall on the • side of the S.entrance. A pit, 4 ft. deep, towards

the N. end of this gallery, seems, however , to be stone-lined on all

sides so that the existence of the gallery needs to be checked by

excavation. The outer vall has been thiriller, its width probably

being not more than 8 ft. An unusual feature of the site is a number

of stones set on end, and 1'Ii th pointed tops, 1>Jhich form an outer defence

r-ound the work , Although the majority are now only about 1 ft. in

height, it is difficult to regard them as anything else than a chevaux

de frise. There are some slight indications of what may be a filled-in

ditch running across the rocky tip of the site at the ~end. Of the

two gaps in the defences, that at the S. end almost certainly represents

an original entrance, while the one in the E. side may be original or

secondary. The fort may possibly be a galleried dun, but excavation

is needed to determine this.

374419 xxxi SH 27 June 1955.



FCRT, FEIL OF B.AR...TIDLIJ:ON ( Inv ent ory No.7).

Wi gt on.

A plan of

this fort wa s made at the date of visit. Cval in shape the

fort is defended by two ston e walls. The widths of these Yiall s

cannot be determined without excav ation , but the irmer one has been

a mass i v e affair, the debris f orming a great belt of scree on the

w. side. There are surface indications of a possible gallery~.

shouJ.d be :indicated by a broken 3..i n e on t e pl anj in t he thickness o f

the inner wall on the W. s ide of the S. ent r anc e. A pit , 4 ft. deep,

towards the N. end of this gallery) seems/however, to b e stone-lined

on all sides so that t he exist ence of the gallery needs to be checked

by excavation. . The outer wall has been tr..inner, its width pr ob abl y

being not more than 8 ft. An unusual feature of the s ite i s a number

of stones set on end~ and with pointed tops , which form an outer defence
A.l\\...~

round the wor k. the maj9rity are now only about 1 ft . in h ei ght ,

it is difficult to r egard them as anything el s e t han a chevaux de fris e.
'1k(.,7C: o:\C ~~ ~~\'\."'-\i ...h.tt<-tt~·", ~ ~t>...t ~."\, w.: e; \J.1.l::~ - ~ ~n.k Yl.U-vlo-U.''-<i. ~,tcY.>~

The- l ev el t errace, .::1:i C: l cresses the rocky tip of' the site at t h e S. end ~
Crt \-IN.:;, tl.\.""'-V-~~ Q;;.i:., 8-c·tL---LlT.=>, ~t ,L,r-rl--b ?-7 , bi.-l:C ~4-.....~'i,
l ooks SJ1spjci ouslJL arl if-':c; a 1 and m6:J b e ? fj J J e d "; n ditcb. ~

c l"",r;-,",,,,,-:"-t, "C:7vr-(;~~ .?~·s.... ~~,t. ""7'-L- L-t. ~c.:.1 ~~ \(; t~ ~ c 1.."':
i;\¥e gaps In t .hs Ge-fen ce.s,at t:'Ie--3 auO -S....--sides-respeet:'vely, s;ther of'
~6 c' ~t-z;- ~ hG ~It-'I'-I'- ~t- sc..~~V\ .

-.vM s:Q may b el an ongJonO:1 --€mY arree . The f'ort may possibly be a galleried

dun, but excavati on is ne eded to det ermine this.

374419 xxxi Sil. 27 J une 1 955.
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MOTTE Al"\'I) B.ULEY, J.PPLZEY.

Glasserton

Some sli ~ht r emains of a motte

and bailey can sti l l be s een on flat ground at t he ba s e of Cas t l e Hill ,

1100 yds . due i . of ~ ppleby, at t he point vYher e t he Inventory of Wi gt a:rn1 ,

1 . No. 24.

follo.vin:1 t he 0. 3 . map , merely records the sit e of a " cas 'tLe", Although

t he f i el d in whi ch the r emains are situat ed i s at pr esent in rough

pasture it has previ ous l y been under cult ivation , and the only surviving

por t i on of the bai l ey def'encea consists of a s egment of a di t ch, 18 ft .

in wi dt h but only a f ew inche s in depth , facing to the SE. ; vegetat ion

marks on Nat i onal Sur-vey air - photographs2 howev er r eve al the compl ete

2. 106G-j.SCOTjuK l;.3, 4061- 2 .

circui t of ~~is dit ch t ogether .n t h traces of a rampart on i ts i~ner

s ide, demonstrati ng t hat t he bail ey was oval on pl an wi t h int ernal

measur ement s of appr ox i mat ely 180 f t . from NE . t o SW. by 110 ft.

transversely. The mot t e , which stands in the S • half of the bailey , i s

an oval, gr assy knoll measur ing 52 f t . by 45 f t. along the ax es and

5 ft. 6 in. i n hei3ht.

of a ditch 10 ft . wi de .

Round the bas e t her e are some sl i3ht indications

NX/402408
xxxi S .· . ("Cas t le , site of " j. 28 Sep t ember 1953.
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? BROCI-I , TEROY, (I nventory No. 28) .

Wi gton.

Ther e i s nothing t o add

to the Inventory des cr ipti on of this structure. The wall is

13 ft. in thickness , and of brach- l ike construction, but t he

ab senc e of cells , ot her t han a guar-d echamb ez-, and stairs make s it

.' a doubtful br och at the b e s t . It could conceivably b e a stone-

wall ed homest e ad li..lce the _l\.yrshire group. The site is much as

Curle left it and it wc ul.d be worth cl e aring out the rest of'

the i nterior.

09964-1 xii NW. 10 July 1 953.
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? DUN, CRAIGOCH (Inventory No. 71) .

Y[igton.

From the Inventory descripti on

i t seems prob ab l e that t his s t ructure wa s a dun r ather than a f ort. The

sit e wa s however completely obscured by a dense growth of gors e and

b racken at the dat e of visit and no details wer e vis i b l e•

6
011 6~9

.
I

X1t NW. ("Fort") . 22 June 1955.
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:ENCLOSURE, J.AMIESON'S POINT, (Inventory No. 72).

Wi gton.

In its

pres ent condition thi s is simp l y a circular h eap of stones, none

of any great siz" e, measuring about 60 ft. in diameter.
""

It is

correct to describe it as an enclosure, but there is no n e ed t o r egard

i t , as the Inventory do es, as a defensive work of any kind. No

facing st ones are visibl e, but the spread of the core suggest s that

the thickness of 7 ft. given for the wall in the Inventory is an

underestimate (the account of the site in the Archaeological Collections

of Ayrshire and Galloway, Vol. v, p. 65 ,~u.Clr.ness of only 4 ft. 6 ins. *;

but this i s patently ab surd). There is a remote pos s ibility that the

enclosure may even have b een a brach, assuming that all the large stones

have be en robbed, but on the whoLe this i s not thought to be likel y.

The leiIn is still vis ibl e, but the huts r eferred to in the .Po... & G.

Coll ections are doubtful.

03 2711 X I'l f. &o1'c::). 15 July 1 953.
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Wi gton.

INDETERlv!INATE RElvLAINS, CASTIE BlIN (Tnverrtory No. 73). This

structure is more like a mot te or the site of' a dun than a promontory

f ort . Th e hut s s hown on the plan in the Ayrshire and Gall oway Collections,v , 69

are imaginary and the wall s which extend from the lower r ampart-terrace down

the opposi t e s i des of t he knol l are later in date t han t he earthwork.

Other wi s e t he p l an is adequat e.

965678 iv SE. ("Fort" ) , 14 July 1 953.
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Wi gt on.

PROMCNTORY FORT, DALLY (I nvent or y No. 74). Thi s

f or t has not been revisited s i nce t he Inventory

descripti on was vrritten .

968688 l v SE .
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Wi gton.

PROMONTORY FORT, DUNSKIRLOCH (nNENTCiRY NO. 75) .

Thi s f'or t has not been revisited since the Inventory de s cripti on

was written.

982727 iv NE.
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,..
PROMONTORY FORT, CASPIfN, ( I nv ent ory No. 76) .

Wi gton.

There is

nothin g t o add to the Inventory description of' this f'orl.

005733 v NW. 15 July 1953.
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FORT...... RING F..ILL ( Inv ent ory 118) .

Wi gton..

This is undoubtedl y an

Early Iron l~.ge f'ort. The Invento:ty des cripti on and pl an are

s
correct, a.Ltihough the site h all suf'f'er-ed some deterioration sa.nee

191 2. Bot h the r amparts hav e been stone wall s, but no signs of

vi t rifact i on could be seen on the date of' visit.

436509 xxvi NE. (" Camp") . 27 Sept emb er 1953.
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Wi gton.

ElillTHWOR..~, CROWS , (Inventory No. 11 9) . This is not a fort ,

but a medi eval homestead moat or castle. There is nothing to

add to the Inventory descript i on of t he remains.

368557 25 June 1955.
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-{igton.

DUN, DOON HILL, ( Inventory No. 120) . This is not a f ort

but a dun. The ditch referred to in t h e Inventory is undoubtedly

artifi ci al and the debr i s of a h eavy wall can b e t r ac ed round the

rim of t he summit area, but no f aci ngs are visible. and the site

i s so much overgr own that a pl an could only b e made in winter.

380515 ww.t fiM:"). 25 June 1 955.
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Wi gt on .

? HAMSTElill -,.:Io.AT, ANNP...T HIT-L (Inventory No. 133) . The

situation of this structure, and t he pl an g i ven in the A;;,-r shir e

& Gallovray Collections (Vol. v .106). suggest that i t wa s a

homestead moat and not a fort. There is nothing to see at the

pr es ent time except a flattish area on t he N. side of t he dyke.

3841+65 ::xxx:i NW. ("Fort :, site of"). 26 Sept emb er 1953.

. . :--"'- -'- - _ ,
MSS l\5r. .
PLA N j
MA P 't

M.R .
REFS .



Wi gt on.

DliN: 1IT.HE DOUNNANfI
, PQ"R.T.lINTILL (Invent ory No. 140) .

Th e Inventory description is adequate. The structure is a

t ypical Ayrshir e dun, consisting of' an almosf circular enclosure

situated on t he tip of a pr-oaorrbcry and def'ended by di t che s dravm
\u:.t....~

across t he neck. The rampart is formed of~ earth and gravel

and may have been faced with stone: since there are a few large

stones scattered around the rim of the promont ory: it wa s

presumably continuous, although at present it only survives on t he

Landward side. There is no trace of' any internal structures.

xxxvii Nt:.. 24 September 1953.
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FORT CORE HILL, ( I nvent ory No. 141 ) .

Wi gton.

A pl an of this fort

was made at t he date of visit. Since the Inventory des cription

was written, the site has seriously deteriorated owing to the

dumping of refuse in the ditches and the grubbing of pigs amongst

the ramparts. The ramparts seem to have had cores of earth and

stone but may h av e been faced with dry walli ng as the irmerrrost

rampart exhibits t wo lengths of possible facings. All four

~
ramparts? presumably extend~ originally round the:E. and N. sides

of t he fort and some slight t r ace s of a second rampart are visible

at t he NW. corner as shown on the plan. The p os i t i on of the

entrance is uncertain and t here are no signs of interior structures.

The ramparts are now not mor e t han 2 ft. in height.

of the wo rk is qu i t e uncertain.

The dat e

124369 xxxiii SW. 25 June 1 955.
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PEG·fONTORY FORT, DUNIEmNNJE , (Inventory No. 142).

Wigt on.

There is

nothing to add to the Inventory description except that me rampart

has been faced or curbed externally with stone, a few of these stones

being still visible on the left of the entrance.

075426 xxviii S.E. 1 2 July 1 953.
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? BROCff, CR1TI.iI5AG EEJl.D (DWiMORY NO. 143) .

Wi gton.

Since the I nvent o:r:y

des cript i on was vritten, a light house and its appurtenances have b een

built on t he site in spite of t he fact t hat the f ort was included i n

t he list of monumerrt s deemed most worttw of pr es ervat i on. The ditch

and outer bank are still unaf'f'ecb ed ,but.... the E. ha.Lf of the stone

structure has been de st royed by the const ruction of a wat er-tank and

stor ehouses. The Tna.sOT'..T'J is v ery large and broch-like, but the

t hiclme s s of the wall cannot be precisely det ermined sinc e the inner

face is nowhere vis i ble. On the W. h alf the surviving outer face

s'tanda 5- 6 ft. b e l ow the centre of t he enclosure; the f oundati ons of

the i nner f ace wer e presumably at a higher l evel and have b een removed.

It seems pos s ibl e t hat the wall was about 15ft. thick all round (the

so-called over l ap on the NE. do es not exist : all that has happened

i s that s ome f acing stones h ave fallen outwards) and I would not dismiss

the possibilit y that the structure i s a br och. Excavat i on is still

pos sibl e in the Yif. half of the wall ed enclosure and i t would b e v aluabl e

to obtain the thicknes s of the wall h ere.

088341 v. 25 September 1953.
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FDRT.JDUNliLd.N (INVENTORY NO. 1 44) .

Vfi gton.

The Inventory description

is adequate , and no pl an is called f'or at this juncture since the

f'ort does not appear to be in any danger of' de st r uct i on. The

main wall, which had a stone core f'aced b ot h inside and out, was

prob abl y not less than 12 f't. in thickness on both the Landward

sides, but it is :in a dilapadated condition. It follows a naturaJ.

crest l:ine) l i ke the wall s of' Bo.rstobrick and The IbJy l e , so that the

enclo sure is irregular in shape. The ground in the interior is very

broken and shows no trace of' structures. The so-called outer rampart
A-t.
en the W. angle is not conv:incing and no sign of it can be seen

e.Lsewher-e, i x cept as a stock f'encea it would be pointless) since it

lies at t h e f'oot of a scarp. The so-called wall , at the bottom of

t he great natural ditch on the E. and S. sides, is apparently nothing

mor-e than tumbled material f'rom the main rampart.

either Iron Age or Dark Age in dat e.

The fort could be

096335 xxxvii NW. 25 September 1 953.
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FOP..T, DUNORROrn ( I NVENTORY NO. 1 L~5) •

i i gton.

Thi s fort has not

been revisited s ince the Inventory a ccount wa s ;7ritten.

130311 x:xxv:ii SEa
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Wi gt on.

PROlDNTORY FORT, O.AR!.'UCIW ii.IE ( nWENTORY NO. 146) . The

f'o Ll.owi.ng sketch of' this f'ort wa s made at t he dat e of'visit , but

t here is nothing to add to the Inventory description.

130311 xxxvii SE. 25 Sep t ember 1 953.
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HQl..iJESTE.lI.D, . ffiLL G :RT~ ( INVENTORY NO. 1L~7 •

'{i gton.

This is not

a fort but a h ones t ead, There is nothing to add to t he Tnverrtory

de s cript i on, except t hat the hol l o IV in the rampart ,35 ft . along t he

E. sid7 is no longer visible, and i..'11. any case cannot; have been a hut .

Th er e is, howev er , no doubt about the existence of' t he hut i ndicated

on t he Inventory plan.

13831 0 xxxvii SE. 25 Sept ember 1953.
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..

Wi gton.

ENTRENCHMENTS, II, LL OF GPJliJWliY , ( I nv ent ory No. 148) . A plan

of these works wa s made at the dat e of vis it•

.A. Th e Northernmost Earthwor k
or

This consists of a single r ampart (~ 'wall) wi,thout

any 2!PParent ditch. To the E. of the road, wh er e it i s best p r e s erved,

i t take s t he form of' a natural ridge which has b een steeply scarped

on the N. s i de and capped wi t h a mound or wall. The maximum h eight

of t he scarp is 11 ft. 6 i ns. I n a sheep-rub near the t op of t he

outer f ace t here is a single line of b oulders , each about 1 f t . in

l ength, l ying hor i zont ally and embedded in rock rubb l e) 'which may be

the remains of' a wall . Otiherwi.s e , the work is turf'- covered and shows

To t h e VI. of t he road the r ampart underl ies a dyke and i s at

of the dyke but the inner one i s vague owing to later dis turbance.

The two mounds ment i oned in the Inventory seem t o ' b e connected wi t h t he

The outer f ace is well-defined on the N. side

no sign of f acings.

most 3 ft . in height .

earthwor k, and are probably nothi ng more t han upcast mounds f'rom a

dr ainage di t ch which issues f rom the lowest part of a cult i v ated

fie ld. The earthwork shou l d h av e ended a short dist ance E. of this

drain, on the actual neck of' the ist hnn.1.s J but there is no sign of i ts

t erminat i on at pr es ent .

B. The Sout h ernmo st Earthwor k

To the E. of the ro ad , t h j.s starts on t he cliff edge as

a s t one- f ace earthern or t urf' wall, 3-4 ft. in wi dt h and up t o 3 ft. in

h eight, wi th an internal quarry-tr ench on t he S. side. Her e i t is

merely a boundary waf.L .After a short dis t ance the wall increases

t o a thicknes s of 6 ft. but i ts construction r emains the same, and i t i s

flanked on b ot h sides by qu arry- t renche s . Near t he road i t reaches a

maximum t hicknes s of' 11 f t. and rises to a height of 5 ft . 6 ins.

ex ternally: t he narrow t r ench at the bottom of t he rear quarry trench

is pr ob ab l y a l at er dr ainage ditch, upcast f rom which appears sporadicall y

on the crest.

To the W. of the r oad, the earthwork r e sumes its course on a slightly

differ ent /



- 2 -

different line, s o that the road was p r esumably already ther e when

it wa s constructed. The outer mound and ditch, which wer e traceable

at one point to the E. of the road , are now a continuous feature but

the mound is not mor e than 18 ins. in h ei ght and the ditch is of

slight p r oporti on s . The wall is best preserved at pin C wh er e it

me a sures 11 ft. in height externally and 5 ft. 6 i ns. in height above

the bottom of the inner dit ch , the latter being 4 f t. deep. The

external height is however probably somewhat ex agger at ed her e by the

inclusion of a natural s l op e : normally t he wall averages about 6 ft. in

height. Th e facing stones of t he wall are mostly obscured in this

sector, but occasional ones survive and demonstrate that the const ruct i on

of the work tallies wi t h the sector to the E. of the road. The present

stage ends wi t h a wide gap in the outer mound and ditch, and with a

reduction in the width of the wall facing the gap.

At pi n D t here is the inner mound, rreasuring 1 ft . i n height above

the i nt erior and 5 ft. 6 i ns. in height above the ditch. The wall i s

3 f t. above t h e inner ditch and 5 ft. 6 ins. above the outer ditch,

whil e the ouner- mound is not mor e than 18 ins. high. The s e me asurement s

are more or less standard for t he various el ements througho1.J.-t this

sector which ends at another gap at the outer mound and ditch. Here

ther e i s a similar r eduction i n t he width of t he main wall t o the one

ob s erved above.

I n t he final sector t h e outer mound l ose s its ditch, and the wall

is seen to b e a t p..in and l at e topping- up :in the earlier mound wh i ch

6-C"
diverges from the main work eft t he W. end. The narrow stone wall

vi sibl e i n t he gaps cl early also b e l ong s to the late re-build a s do es

the enclosure at t he W. en d , which is prob ab l y contemporary wit h the

narrow wall•

.At pin E t he i nner di t ch is 12 ins. deep internally and 1 ft. 9 ins.

deep below the crest of the wall. The wall is 5 ft. 6 ins. ab ove the

outer ditch but only 6 i ns . high internally.

is only 6 ins. in hei ght .

The outer bank similarly
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Conclusion

I very much doubt whether either of thes e so-called entrenchments

is defensive or of any great antiquity.

The northern one is easil y out-flanked, and i s of mo dest size ,

although it h as been mad e slightly more f ormidable t o the E. of t h e

--

road by b asing i t on a natural r i dge.

compl ex but

The S. entrenchmen t i s mor e

(1) i t i s not ol d er than the road whi ch now leads t o

the light house;

~ ( 2) the outer mound , whach seems from i t s ali gnment to

be an integral part of the wor k , i s of t rifling

propor t i onsj Vlhil e the stone- wall i s merely a boundary
t"b~

'wall L E. of the road/ and also i n t he gaps W. of it.

xxxvi i SEe 29 June 1 955.
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Wi gton.

PROEONTORY FORI'. I\EI'IJP ' 8 YT.ALK ( Invent ory No. 17 4) . The

Inventory des cript i on and plan are substantially accurate , but t he

f ol l owing corrections should b e noted:-

(1 ) Th e "Ledge " that continues the t errace at the 8. end of
\1-

t he i 'ort is mer el y a s heep-walk , a s is t h e s imi l ar ledge " Lower- down

the scarp on the W. s i de.

(2) The hi llock h as not b een enclosed by the defenc es and t here

is nothing what soever to indicate t hat ther e has been a hut on the summit.

(3) The def enc e s appear t o be unfinished , since i t is othervdse

difficult to expLaan why t her e is no s uspicion of a mound on t he edge

of the broad terrace. Furthermore. t he ramparts on the W. side of

t he entrance are much more substantial than t hose on t he E. side.

A sheep-rub shows t hat the medial r ampart on t he W. s ide is

composed of earth wit h a capping of gravel.

974598 xvi NE. 14th July 1953.
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Wi gton.

FORT./'KEMP'S II GRAVES ( lliVENTORY NO. 175). De sp i t e its odd
h\~f::

appearance on t he plan, this has been a promorrbory fort with treble

def en ces on the N. side. The plantation has recently b een felled,

but ow:i.ng to a dense growth of rhododenron, and fallen trees, the

area between the outennost and nri.ddle ramparts wa s obscured on the

date of visit, and nothing could be seen of the gap in the outer

r8lI!Part or of the return of the rampart tenninal on the W. side of

that gap . It is clear from the plan, h owever , that this entrance

is secondary.

007635 xi SW. 8 July 1953.
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Vi gton.

FORT, TOR OF CRAIGOCH , (Inventory No. 176). The defences of this

fort are alroost completel y ob scured by rhododendron bushes but slight

traces of three or f our rampart s can b e s een on the SVi. side. The

i nnermos t of these h as almost entirely gone, but the cores of the

others cont ain a good deal of stone and they may in fact have b een

stone walls. Vitrifacti on might b e expected , but none could b e .. seen

at the time of visit.

conditi on.

Th e fort i s not worth planning i n its present

008647 xi NW. 8 July 1953.
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Wi gton .

PROMONTORY FORT, S l.LTP}.NS R~ ( INVENTORY NO. 180) •

This f ort has not been revisited since the Inventory description

was writ t en.

963617 x SE.
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Wi gton.

VITRIFIED FORT, DOON OF MAY ~ ( Invent ory No. 1 ffl). An

excellent ex emp .Le of a vitrified f ort. It appears to consis t of

only a s ingl e rampart, without horn-wor ks , and nothing c an b e

seen at the pres ent t ime of any i nternal buildings.

295515 xxv NW. 2 September 1 951 •
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ElWWSURE, G.ARHEUGH, (I nvent ory No. 1 89) .

Vli gton.

This is not a f ort

but an enclosure, sirnilar to t he one at Chang. I t is b ounded

by a 7 ft. t hick wall consisting of a core of small stones faced

wi t h large boulders. No internal features are visible.

275506 xxiv NE. ("Fort" ) 2 September 1 951.
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ENCLCSURE , CHA...l\JG, ( Inv ent ory No. 190) .

Wi gton.

This structure is

not a f ort , but simply an enclosure bounded by a t hick stone wall ,

s imilar to thos e which surround t he homes t eads at Crock Cleuch,

Roxburghshire. The only internal features visible, namel y t he

two cairns referred to in the Inventory, are simply piles of stones

gathered toget her during cultivation of t he i nterior in former

t ime s . A plan of the r emains would be useless in t he absence of

excavation, but a fragment of a quem was found amongst t he wall

core at t he dat e of visit.

299481 1 2 October 1 955. -
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ENCLCSURE, EIDRIG (TIWENTOBY NO. 197).

Wi gton.

T:b..i s is not a f'ort , but

a comparable structure to the enclosures at Chang and Chippermore. The

~Inventory description is b _ except t hat it is impossible to tell,

in t he absence of' f'acing stones , 'whether the enclosure was . curvilinear

or rectilinear internally. It doe s , however , appear to be rectilinear

externally. The mounds at t he corners are of no signif'icance, being

probably the result of' ploughing ,and the supposed hut in the SE. angle

is very dubious.

xxv SW. ( "Fort" ) 27 September 1 953.
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FORT, BARSALIDCH POINT, (Inventory No. 1 99) .

Wi gton.

A plan of thi s

fort wa s made at the time of visit , but the Inventory description is

adequate. Both the rampart s appear t o be e arthwor ks , since t hey

exhibit no trace of stone faci ngs. The ditch has b een under cultivation,

as has the interior of the f ort, and the en t r ance has been widened by

the plough. Th e dat e of the f ort i s quit e uncertain. I t i s not a

dun or a contour fort , and could well be either Dark Age or medieval.

347413 xxx SE. 10 October 1 955.
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MCfl'E OF CRAILLOCH (INVENTORY NO. 201) .

Wi gton.

The d es cription of the

mot e i s correct, but i t is i mpossible to f ollow the account of the

wall s . Such wa l l s a s t h ere are , are much l ater in date than the mot e ,

although they are now ruinous. The mote may not be a motte in view of

i t s low elevation ( it is only 5 ft . 6 ins. high on t he S. side) , and the

existence of a wall round t he t op , a lthough the l atter feature may b e

secondary. The s t ructure i s in effect simply a rock ridge which has
toJ'fEb

b een dr ess ed to f orm a ci r cular i'lat- tgp knoll vvith a small rock - cut

ditc..11 around the ba s e. It might concei v ab l y be a dun.

32 6526 xxv NW. 27 September 1953.
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Wi gt on.

FORT CRUISE BACK l"t' i l :( , ( JNVENTORY NO. 244). A

stone fort c onsis t ing of an oval cit adel with a r ectangular

annexe , each el ement being enclosed by a ma s si v e stone wall now

r educed t o a heap of debris. There i s no def i nit e evidence of

t h e existence of chamber-s in the s e wall s , but otiherwa.se the plan

and description gi v en in the Inventory are adequate.

17 9623 :zd.i S:2i. 29 Sept emb er 1 953.
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FGRT BERN.AN OF GJI.RVILLAND (I1'IVENTORY NO. 245).

Wi gton.

This is

a stone wallWfort obviously allied t o t h e one on Knock FelL Th e

Invent ory plan is i n accurate i n det ail but shows t he main f eatures .

The r e is , howev er , no reliable evidence f or t he existence of ch amber s

in t h e waf.Ls. The t reatment of t he rock out- crops in the i nt er ior

is go od and I! ; ght be taken as a mod el for other drawings where similar

out- crops have to be r epr es ented.

structures.

There are no signs of inten 1al

21 5627 xiii SW. 29 September 1 953.

~ - - ,
Mc.: c J~. -' ..\'\..2;r. ... .... .
PLi\ N 1
:-'i .'.,P ..
("I. P ..
r; r- = c
~~~~.:.._.~ ,



PORT, ~ ·OCR: FELL (INVEI\TTORY NO. 305 •

'li g t on .

A p ear-sllaped stone

f or t , su1:rlivided by a cross-wall into a citadel and annexe and wi t h

an outer hor-n-work on t h e I :Jr. The wall s app ear t o have been

deliberat el y thrO,VD do.m. Ther e is no sign of i nternal

s tructures and t he huts marked on t. e O. S . map ou tside the SW.

e ntrance, are illusory, being mer el y scattered boul der s .

There i s no i mmediate need f or a p lan.

255557 xix SE e 29th Sept ember 1953.
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Wi gton.

PRm DNTGRY FORr, LAIGE STIlNTIlliSS ( DW8NTORY NO. 306).

Ther e i s nothing t o add to t h e Inventory des cription. The chi ef

interest of this fort i s t he association of a mas s i v e d:ry-stone

inner wall (probably about 15ft. in thic..lcness) wi th an outer

earthen rampart.

215522 xxiv NW. 28 September 1953.
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"Id gton.

This is not a

def en s i v e wor k, but simply an enclosure, p rob ab ly of no gr eat age.

The wall, some 7 ft. in thickl1.ess, shows a few stones on the outer

f ace , but the core has been of earth and rubb le derived f rom an

internal qu arry- t r ench 6 ft . in wi.dbh, In view of t he footnot e in

the Inventory, i t should b e omitt ed from the O.S. Map,

247527 :xxiv NE. 28 Sept ember 1953.
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Wi gton.

FRO- iONTORY FORT, ~ IITLFILLm FOI :N"T ( D NENTORY NO. 308) .

The Inventory d e s crip t i on i s adequate. The numerous blocks of stone

lying in the holloware certainly derived f rom a h eavy dry-stone

wall whic h has cut off the rocky point, but the rock itself' affords

such li.'TIited space for occup ation t hat it could only have been a single

family residence and a term fort is somewhat too gr andi loqu ent .

I t is dif'f'icult , h owever , to thi.J.'hl.c of' a more suitable classification.

201542
x.,,-tX
~ SW (Unnot ed ) 28 Septerriber 1953.
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.......
CAIRN AIRY.F.lEIvlMING ( Inven t ory No. 309)...,

Wi gton.

Thi s is no t

a f'ort or def ensi v e structure of any kind but a ruined circular

cairn about 80f t . in di amet er . It ha s been plundered f or stone)

but still exhibits some large slabs embedded in the ground which

may b e t he r emains of cists or chambers. The "ear-Tfke'' lobe on

the W. is a quasi-rectangular structure no doubt associated with

the but _ and-ben whos e foundations l i e 30 yds . further W. again.

There is an other ruined 'but- and-ben 50 y ds, to t he N.

174599 . .. NE (11']11 --WI)XVJ..J..J.. 1. _ o..!. ~ , 25 June 1955.
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? BROCH, ST.AIRRAVEN" , (Inventory No. 310).

Wi gton.

Shortly b efore

t he date of' visit, 1fJr. de Bear Nichol uncovered the ent r ance of:

this structure on the J:f'tV. ( s e award) side.Jtogether wi t h the outer

f'ace eastwards for a distance of 25 ft. from the N. s i de of' t he

entrance. The outer f a c e was f ound t o b e s t anding to a height of

3 ft. in seven c ourses , the stone consi s ting of: a mixture of'

n atural b oulders and quarri ed blocks. The ent r ance narrows f'rom

front t o back, and exhibit s no sign of door- checks. T'ne 'width of

t he wall v ari es, b e ing on l y 8 ft. 6 i n s . on one side of the ent r ance

and 12 ft. 6 ins. on the ot her, so that J if: uniform thicknes s of'

t he wall is a criterion, the wor k is not a broch but a d1.U1.

At a distance of I1- ft. from the i rmer corner on t he N. side
~loI.2>

of the entrance J a wall f a ce~ has been exposed~eturns'

ob l i quely f'rcm the i nner face of' the st.ructure f'o r 3 ft. 6 ins.

int o the thickne s s of: the wall. This suggest s the possibility of

a charriber at this p oint. A p roper survey should be undertaken

as soon as Ni chol has completed his exploration.

208534 xxiv NW. 28 September 1 953 .



FORT ~ CAIRN PAT, (Inventory No. 413).

Wi gton .

A plan of' this f'ort

was made at the date of' visit. The def'ences comprise t wo parallel

wall s , both of which are now heavily ruined. The inner one has been

about 10ft. thick, the outer one 6-8 ft. thick. The solid stone

cores of both walls are visible in a few places, but f'or the most

part they are only traceable by a rickle of' stones or by a low

stony mound. Traces of additional outer works can be seen on the Vi. ,

n amel y a segmental rampart, with an outer ditch (now very faint ), and

a marginal mound and ditch. The rampart is not more t h an 12 ins. in

height. The mound and ditches are practically levelled. There is

an original entrance in the W. side , wher e the t wo main wall s return

and unite on either side of t he passage , but i t is impossible t o tell

whet her the other gaps in the wall s are primaxy or secondary,

044564 xvii SE. 2 June 1955.
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EARTHVv'ORK, KI IDONAN, ( Inventory No. 429) .

Vi gton.

A plan of' this

structure wa s made at the date of' visit. The Inventory account

of' t he di t ch , 'which is f aint ly visible on thre e sides .omit s notice

and also~the entrance .whi ch h a s a di st i n ct causeway. The wor k

could be either a homestead moat or a Roman fort let , but is

p z-e sumab .ly t he f ormer.

058523 Xxii NE. 22 June 1 955.
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Wi gton.

PROM01'fl'ORY FORT , KENlJUIR GRAVES , (Inventory No. 430). A pl an
Il..&.

of thi s f ort wa s made at date of v i s it. The Inventory des cripti on

i s adequat e , although some slight modificati ons have been noted on the

plan.

065468 xxviii NE. 24 J une 1955.
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Wi gton .

PROMONTORY FORI', lCill..l\LAUCHLANE , ( I nvent ory No. !~31) • A

plan of t his structure wa s made at the date of' visit. The

Inventory account is satisfactory: except t hat the nBr eastwor k",

some 30 f t . b eLow the sumrd.t on t he VI. flank, is a natural f'eature

and ha s therefore been omitted from the pl an. The two 1~1 mO~1nds

on either side of the entrance t hrough the outer ditch may be the

remains of' an outer rampart, which has other-vise been de st r oy ed

by t he ploughing~ which extend) t o t he lip of' t he ditch. The

r~~arts contain both earth and stones . but whet her they wer e

or iginally dump- construction, or wall s with cores of' earth and

rubble , i t is impossible to say without excavation. There is

howev er no trace of' f'acings at t he pr e s ent t ime , the whol e site

being covered with grass and bracken.

035506 xxii SW. 24 June 1 955.
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Wi gt on.

PROMONTORY FORT, GREl\jL 4H POINT (Inv ent ory No. 1-3 2). Thi s f ort

h as not b een revisited since the Inventory account was vvr i t t en.

076438 xxviii SE.
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10TI'E I B.AI.GP.EGGll.N, (Inv ent ory No. 434) •

Wi gton.

T'ne top of t his

mott e has b een wr ecked by t he construction of an observation -

po st on i t during the second 11"or l d War. Part of the mat er i al

f or the post has been obtained by digging a large pit in the

centre of the motte, thereby destroying the inner enclosure shown

on t he Inventory p l an. Th e y;or _ is unquestionably a IOOtte.

095.505 xxiii SW. 9 July 1953.
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BROCH, RD?iELL, (Inventor y No. 433) .

s t ructure was made at the date of visi t .

Wi g t on .

A plan of thi s

~ r emovi ng loose

s tone s, it was pos s ibl e t o show t hat the broch was cir cul ar on

pl an and had two ent r an ces , i.e. a normal broch entrance on the

seaward si de , and a larger ent r ance, also equipped wi t h door - che cks ,

on t he landward s ide. Onl y t he uppermost s~-iving courses wer e

clear ea, s o that i t is not cert ain 'whe t her both entrances are carr i ed

right down to the f oundat i ons of t he br och . In considering t hese

en t r an ces i t is i mportant t o note t hat the broch occupies the f ul l

vn dt h of the pr omontor y - the W. side being suppor t ed on a f oundat i on-

wal l built along t he edge of the cl iff and st i l l surviving t o a

hei ght of seven cour ses at the S. end - s o that i t i s conceivable

t hat the broch builders only used t he sea- entrance, the l andward-

entrance being secondary. Some support f or this s uggesti on is

derived f r om a continuous line of f oundat i ons of an enclosure

wall , l ying across the Landward appr oach , and t : e f act t ha t the

di tch also appear-s t o have been ori ginally continuou s - the caus eway

be i ng a l ater i nsertion and possi bly contemporary wi t h t he landward

entrance .

excav a t i ona

But t his is all speculat ion and requi r e s to be checked by

The out er defence of the or och has l argely vani shed, but a stony

s cr ee continues the l ine of t he f ound at i ons f lrrther wes twards , wh i l e

a sout hern extension is r epresented by a low mound whi ch t erminates jus t

N. of the broch . No defences are visible t o the S. of the br och , and

wouLd hardly be needed her e owing t o the steep ro cky slopes on this

s ide of t he pr omont ory.

066466 xxviii S.E. and I . E . 29 June 1955.
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VITGTO" T

BROCH, ARD"tI"ELL .

Stoneyki rk
... l,I.l. .....~6...

A r-e-ex ami.na't cion of the~ stone stru.cture,

kn own as "Doon Cast 'L e " , wh i ch s tands astride a narr ow r o cky peninsular

on t he S . s i de of ....Tdwell Poin t , disclosed s ever al f eatures which are

not mention ed in the des cr ipti on of t he site given i n the I nvent ory

of vi g t ovm s hi r e1•

1. No. 433 .

The follcr~nng revised a ccount has ther efor e be en

pr epared , t og ether with t he a ccompanyin...., p l ans (Figs . 1 - 3).

The g ener al pl~~ of the site (Fig. 1) s hows that the on l y easy

appr oa ch i s from the N. a l ong t he narr oo neck of land t hat Li.nks the

peninsula.r t o the mai nland. About half-way along i t s l ength , this

ne ck is traver sed by a t rench , 20 f t . i n wi d t h , "v.h i ch is not indubi t ably

a natural feature , as i s stated i n t he I nventory, but may wel l be wh ol l y

or par t ly artificial. The t r ench has be en br i dged by the ins er t ion

of a bui lt caus eway, 7 ft . in width, revet ted on either side with dry

wal l i ng ; the t op of the caus ffivay, hmvever , is not l evel wi t h the

gr ound a t either end but i s some 3 ft . lmver. At 12 ft . f r om the S.

l ip of t h e trench , traces of an outer wall , i ndicated i n part by a line of

outer f acing stones ~~d i n p art by tumbl ed mas onry, can be s een extending

a cros s t he :promont ory at a p oint where i t expands t o a width of 55 ft .;

while a low b~~ attests the continuation of the same wa l l s outhwards f or

a t l east 50 ft . along the E. margi n of the summit area, its t hickness in

this s e c t or being appr ox imat ely 10 ft . I t i s reas ona ble t o assume that

the wall f ormer ly retur ned i n a similar manner alon3 the ' • edge of the

pr omon t ory , but no traces of such a re tur n can be s een at the pr esent time .

By caref ul l y removing the f allen debris a t intervals r ound the

perimeter and exposing the upper courses of the undis t u r bed masonry, i t

was f ound that the main s t ructure wa s a broch, as had been supposed,

measu r i ng 30 ft . in i nternal d iameter and fr om 56 f t . t o 60 f t . i n

external diame t er 2 ) • On both the E. and W. sides, the broch wall ,

which is built of large r oughl y square b l ocks of stone p a cked with thin

angul ar f ragments , sli ght l y oversail s the edges of the pr omont ory, and on

the W. s i d e the bui l der s h ad consequ ently f ound i t necessary to underpin

the f oundations with a s traight l ength of 'wall i ng whi ch still survives to

a height of seven courses at the S. end. t the »r-e s errt t ime there are





Wi gton.

EARTHWORK (? HOI fRSTEP.D l.iOAT)J RISPAIN ( nrVENTORY NO. 495) •

This is obviously a medi eval ear-bhwozk of some kind, and pos s i bl y a

Castle site rather than a homestead moat in view of t he defensive

nature of t he ditch.

429399 xxxv NE. ( IfCampIf) 28 September 1953.

MS S ~ .
PLAN I

f'\i\ P ..
[vi. F, .
REFS .



Wi gton.

PR01Dl TORY FORT, CASTLE F.E-ATHER, (Invent ory No. 496) . Thi s
t~b

i s undoub t edly a ,ss oon El. period site , as the Inventory account suggests,

a promorrtory f'ort having subsequently been utili s ed f or a medieval castle.

The medi eval features comprise only the inte:rn.al structures shown on

t he pl an (the largest of which h as wall s about 4 ft. in t hicknes s and

is p resumab l y the t ower -hous e : whil e t he others are ancillary buil dings )
~;r~

'and the revetting of t he scarp of t he innerLin stone. To the

promont ory f ort belong all the ramparts and ditches, which have however

b een h eavil y mut i l at ed in t he succeeding phas e of occupation, or at

a mor e recent date. The s e defences seem to have comprised f ive ramparts

and ditches on the N. side , and three on t h e S. , but t he central area is so

di sturb ed t hat t he relationship of the se.J r amparts to one -anot h er is quite

uncertain. Al l the rai11parts appear t o be simply earthworks. The circular

hol l ow in the i nterior, men t i on ed in t he Inventory, is a. quarry no doubt

contemporary wi t h t he castle.

41+8343 xxxv SE. 11 October 1955.
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Wi gton.

PR01iO:N~ORY FORT, BURROW HEAD NO.1 , ( Inv ent ory No. 497 ) .

A pl an of: this fort wa s made at t he date of: visit. to supersede t h e

plan in t he Inventory. TIn s f ort is still a most impressive

structure, as t he section shows. The main features are t he doub l e

r-ampar-t s and ditches on t he W. side, whil e an additional r ampart and
6t~

ditch hav e been inte:r:l.Jolated on t he E. on the other side of: the causeway.

1'he i nnermost raJI;lart is best p r es erved on t he W. side of: the entrance

wher e it mea sures 5 ft . 6 ins. in he i ght inten1ally; on the E. side

of: the entrance it h as been reduced to a fragmentary condition. The

inner aitch is also best preserved on t he 7. side of: t h e causeway wh er e

i t me asures 5 ft. deep, but t he medial rampart shows to great e st

advarrtage on t he E. side wh er e it me asure s 5 ft. 6 ins. in hei ght on

b ot h sides . The outer rampart and ait ch are b est preserved at the

point wh er e the section was taken. Both ramparts are turf - cov er ed :

but the profile of: t h e outer one is so s teep t hat it almost certainly

pos s e s s e s a s t one core , if: not stone f aci ngs ; whil e the inner r ampart

may likewise hav e been of s tone. The entrance on the ~. side is

pr esumabl y secondary , and t he interior is f eatur el e s s . It is not

poss ibl e to det ermine the chronological relationship b etween this f or t

and Burrow He ad No. ! ..zi.thout excavat i on . since t he point of jUl1ction

b et ween their respect i v e dit ches is obscured by t he c auseway.

l.t54341 ::acxv SEe 11 Octob er 1 955 .
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WIG-TOWN

Whi th::>rn.

FORT, BURRO I i HEAD No.3. The O.S. map marks two coastal forts close to

Burrow Head, one on either s i de of the promontory, and descriptions of both

are gi ven in the Inventory of igtovrn1• In the description of the wes t er n-

1. Nos . 497 and 498. &y a slip the latter fort is said to
lie on the western side of the promontory instead of on the
eastern side.

mos t fort (Inventory _ 0.497) it is stated t hat the site is "cut off from t he

adjacent headland by a natural depression debouching on t he face of the cliff,

and whi ch has probably been deepened". VVhen the place was re-visited by the

Commission's officers in 1954 it was observed that the depression referred to

was a ctually t he outer defence of another fort whos e defences, in contrast to

t hose of the adjacent fort, consisted simply of a sin3le rampart and di t ch .

As t he Inventory plan of t he known fort was not found to be entirely

satisfactory, a comprehensive survey of both wor ks was made in the foll~ving

year and a new plan pr oduced (Fig . 1): on t his plan the known fort has been

numbered 1 and t he recently discovered fort 3 - number 2 being reserved

for the other knmvn f ort on the E. side of nurrow Head. For t No. 3. can

be briefly described. As t he plan shows, the principal f eature at the

pr esent time is t he ditch which extends in a curve across the neck of the

small headland leaving only a single operri.ng for an entrance, 12 ft. wi.de ,

at t he E. end: the ditch ranges from 35 ft. to 50 ft. in widt h and

measur es 6 ft. in depth externally and 13 ft. in depth internally.

The rampart, on the other hand , vfl1i ch is separated from the ditch by a
kl"""""

gently inclined benfl, has been reduced to a low ragged b~Dk about 10 ft.

in thickness whos e only distin~uishing f eatur e is a slight in-turn at the 3.

end wher e it fl~~s the entrance. The interior is disproportionately narrow

(30 ft.) in relation to its length (170 ft.) but has pr obably been reduced

in wi dth by erosion since the f or t was built.

shows no trace of structures.

455341
xxxv S.E. (unnoted ).

It is covered with gr as s and

11 October 1955•
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PRO _OmORY FORT, Dn~r.ANS, ( I nv ent ory No. 500) •

Wi gton.

A plan of

t h i s f ort was made at date of visit. There is nothing t o add t o

t h e Inventory des cript i on except that t he interior is now under

cultivation, and it se ems probable t hat t here was originally only a

singl e entrance at t he S. end. A curious feature of t his fort, which

dif'ferentiates it sharply from t he nea.ghbourang one, (I nvent ory No. 501 ).1

is that t he grassy slope on the N. s ide, and the rocky t i p on t he E•..) are

low and easily clinibed. The S. side is longer and steeper measuring about

50 ft. in height as agedris't t he 20 ft . on t he N. side. The rampart

appears to be constructed of earth and rubble, but one or two boulders

are embedded in the outer face near the top and sugge st , t hat it may

have been capped by a wall.

may wel l have been secondary.

Even if t h i s wall exist s ) however , it

479405 XXK:ii SW. 12 Octob er 1955.
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.{i gton .

PR01JIONTORY FORT, "THE OID FORTH, DINI.f..ti...NS ( Inv ent ory No. 501).

It is obvious from the pl an t hat a large part of this fort h as b e en

des t roy ed by ero s i on. The slight i r>.nerrnost b ank on t he edge of

t he cliff at the extreme S. end of the fort ha s a we apon-pi t i n it ,

and may be nothing mor e than a War-t ime b r ea stwor k. Th e structure

in t he i nt er i or is an observation post also built during t he 1939-45 Vlar.

The i nner mound at the entrance may have been dug out for a hous e- stanc e

but there are no f oundations to prov e it , and the other hut ment i oned.

in t he des cr i pt i on i s meven mor e doubtful case. The so-called

t erraces must be natural. The ramparts are apparently of dump-

construction, and are very mass i ve . while the ditches are 'wide and

deep.

478403 xxxii SW. 12 Oct ob er 1955.
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The "WOrk i s cl earl y not a motte

Wi gton.

PROlfONTORY FORT, cp.. TEN HEAD (nNENTORY NO. 502).

The Inventory aCC01..U1t seems s at i s f acto :ry, but a proper i nspection

of t he f ort wa s impossible on the date of visit owing to a dens e

growth of blacl:thorn and brambl e.
"~~M.~if'

as the name,(might b e thought t o imply.

486383 xxxvi NW. 26 Sept ember 1953.
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Wigton.

PR01I10Nr ORY FORI', STEINHEAD (Invent ory No. 5(3). A plan

of' t his f ort was made at the date of v i sit. The Inventory

description is satisfactory except f'or t he f'ollowing po ints: -

(1) The entrance was s i t uated near the north en d of' the def'ences

. and led obliquely through the t wo raIrq?arts . Th e gap in the ditch at

the S. end of' the def'en ces has b een caused by f ormer cultivati on.

(2) Two boulders in the scarp of the outermost rampart wher e i t

sweeps r ound the N. side of' t he geo , s uggests that t h e r amparts may

originally h ave been faced with stone externally at least .

(3) No i ndications of' any s t one structure can now b e seen in t he

interior.

(4) The t r enche s in the interior, ment i on ed in the Inventory,

are pr obably pl ough- rigs , since cultivati on has ' impinged up on t he

ramparts , destr oying t he N. p art of' the medi al rampart and muti lating

t he others.

485372 xxxvi N'iv. 10 Octob er 1955.
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FORT , I SLE OF WHITrlORN. (Inv ent ory No. .504) •

Wi gton.

The Inventory

account is satisf'actory.

stone walls .

Both the Lnnez- ramparts have been

480360 XXlCVi SlY. 1 September 1 951.
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Wi gton

INDETERMINATE STRUCTOBE, TORHOUSEKIE., (Inventory No. 527).

A plan of' t his s tructure was made at the date of' vis it. I t stands

on level ground i n a p ast u re f'ield and i s b ounded on the E. and S.

sides by a shall ow gully whi ch ha s no def'ens ive value. Th e remains

consist o f' two concentric dry-stone walls , heavily robbed and turf'-

covered. Apart f'rom a few i nner f'acings 'which are still in situ

i n t h e out er r ampart ; all t he f'acing stones have either b e en r emoved,

or are ob scured, so t hat t he preci s e wi dths of' the wall s are uncertain.

The survi ving f'acings are large boulder s and the core of' the wall s

ha s consisted of' small stones t ightl y pa cked together without earth.

en the E. side t h e crest of' the outer 'wall is 4 ft. abov e t h e f'l oor

of' t he gull y, and the crest of' the armer- wall i s 2 ft. 6 i n s. above

that of' the outer one. There i s no indication of' the position of'

the ent r ance , and the interior, wha.ch i s covered with f'i el d-gather ed

stones, shows no structures. The nature and date ot: the work are

impossible to diagnos e 'wi thout excav at ion.

378:/;8 xxi NW. ( IIFortII) . 2 June 1955.
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PROMONTO. Y F CRT, PCL TOBELLO.

Ston eykirk

On the coast , ~ 20 0 yd.s , S •

of the deser t ed c ot tage f ormerly known as P ortobello, there is .a narrOH'

promont ory flanked by steep cliffs "lvhi ch rise to a hei ght of about 60 ft .

above the s ea. The promontory has been fortified by drawing a rampart

and ditch a cross the landward end, l eaving onl y a g ap , 16 ft . wide , a t

SEe end to s erve as 8."1 errbr-anc e (Fig. ). Although i t i s at present

i n pasture, the site has pr eviously been und er cultivati on and in

consequence the defenc es a r e i n a poor state of preservation; the

rampart , about 12 ft . thi ck at the base , i s only 6 i n. high, wh i l e the

dit ch , from 10 f t. t o 13 ft . in wi d t h , i s not more than 18 i n. deep.

The i nter ior, measuring 200 ft. in l ength by 100 ft . in maximum wi d t h ,

shows no sign of structures .

961664
x N.E. (unnot ed ) • 21 J une 1955 .
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WIGTOWN

St oneykir k

FORT, THE DOONAN. The small , hi gh p oi nt of l and known as The

Yf
Dounan that l i es between Mo~och Bay and Por t of Spitt al Bay has been

f ortif ied by dr roving a r ampart and di t ch in a sl i ght curve across the

l andward end (Fig. ). The si t e has l ong been under cul t ivation and

i n cons equence the r ampart i s mer el y a faint swel ling i n the gr ound ,

some 23 ft . in t :b..ickness, while t he dit ch is only per ceptibl e near the

S. mar gin of the promontory wher e i t measur es about 15 ft . in widt h .

There are two gap s in t he r ampart, one near the centre and t he ot her

at t he N. end, eit her of whi ch may mar k the p osition of the origi nal

entrance. The interior~which i s bound ed on t he N • and S. side s by

precipitous cliffs 200 f t. i n height , measur es only 110 f t. in l engt h

by 105 f t . i n br eadth ; apart from a moder n turf dyk e along the NW.

side it shows no trace of st ructures .

019523
xxii N• .I. (unnotied ) • 1 June 1955.
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i'lIGTOWN

St oneyki r k

F ORI', DOVE CAVE HEAD. At t he extreme scu thern end of Dove Cave Head ,

a pr oject ing p oi n t of land on the N. s ide of Fl oat Bay, a small f or t h as

be en f or med by dr awing d ouble r a.rrrparts and di t ch es f r om edg e to edge

of t he co nverging cliffs wha ch h er e fall abruptly f or 150 f t . t o the

shor e (Fi g . ). t t h e pr esent t i me t he r amparts are simply turf-

covered banks wn i ch show no t r a ce of s t one revet ting on either scarp

or counterscar-p ; both of them me asur e s ome 15 f t . in thickne s s at t he

ba s e and s t i l l stand up t o 3 f t. in hei ght , but the outer rampart ,

of wh i ch only a fragment survives , pr esumabl y once oc cupied the full

wi dt h ( 20 ft . ) of the l evel sp ace be tween the ditches. The

di tches ea ch h av e an erf'ec t i ve wi d t h of abou t 20 ft . and r ange from

18 in. t o 2 f t. 6 in. i n depth. The entr ance to t h e int er i or i s

s ituated n ear the E. edge of t h e pr omontor y , the g aps t hat now exis t

a t the W. end s of t he r,vo r amparts and the outer di t ch being p r esumably

ca used by lat er traffi c. Ex cludi ng a rocky sp i ne at t he S . end , the

i nter ior measur es 90 ft. in length by 60 ft. in br eadth. The i nner

rampart doe s n ot appear to have be en carried round t he other t h r ee

s i des , and t h e r e is no s i gn of internal bu i l dings .

05 9473
xxvi i i N.E . (unnoted ). 1 June 1 955.
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Penni nghame

FORT , BA."RNKIR..X HILL. On t he summit of Barnka.r-k Hill, one mile ' •

of Newt on stewart , t here are the last vestiges of a for t whi.ch has been

wrecked by cultivation (Fig. ). The f ort has been oval on plan, wi th

maximum int ernal dimensions of 300 ft. from NW·. t o SEe by 190 ft.

transversely, and has been def ended by two boulder-f aced wall s about 60 ft.

apart . 30th vral l s are now reduced to Low crest lines al though

occasional widely- sp aced f acing stones still r emain in situ as shown

on the pl an ; t he outer wall , which ha s conp.LeteI y disappeared on the

NE . side, i s some 12 ft . thick at t he SEe apex, but the iQDer wal l i s

nowhere pr eci s el y measurab l e . There are s ome sl i ght traces of what

may have been ~D original entrance at t he Nr. end.

is featureless.

The inter i or

394665
ix s.w. (unnoted • 9 October 1955.
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WI GTO'

Old Luce

EARTHiVOill< , MOTE HILL , GLENLUCE. The Mot e Hill , situated between

the mai n road and the railway on the ~estern out ski rts of Glenluce, is a

natural hill whi ch presents steep s l opes , from 12 ft . t o 50 f t . in

height, i n all di r ect i ons except the E. wher e it is li~~ed by a narrow

ridge t o sli ghtly higher gr ound . IIthough the t op of the hill has been

intensively cultivated i n former times, vestiges of t wo r amparts c~~

still be s een at the E. end (Fi g. ) ; the i nnermos t of these was no

doubt once continuous round the margin of the summi,t area, encl os ing an

oval space measur ing about 270 f t. i n length by 150 f t . in ,vidt h , vmi l e

the outer rampar t was pr obably only a detached s egment affording

addi t i onal pr ot ecti on at the most vulnerable part of t he circui t. At the

present time the ramparts a r e not mor e than 18 in. high , but t hey have

evi dent l y been of substanti al pr opor t ions , each of them measur ing at

l east 20 ft . in thickness at the base . A gap , 15 ft . wide , in the

ce nt re of the sur viving segment of the inner r ampart may mark the

positi on of the or i 3inal ent rance . The int erior i s featurel ess . The

plan and s i tuation of this wor k suggest that i t is likel y t o be

mediaeval rather than pr ehist ori c .

193574
xix N.W. (unnoted) . 23 June 1955.
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WIGTO

The f ollowing buried features are visible as crop-markings on Nati onal

Sur vey a ir-phot ogr aphs :

1 . ENCLOSURE , KILBREEN (Stoneykirk). The dit ch of 8-11 oval enclosure

about 100 f t. i n l ength by 70 f t . in gr eat es t width on t he E. f l ank of I,roor

Hi l l 200 yds . S. of Ki l br een farm-st eading. Traces of whaf may have been a
-:I. )..t.:... .

second ditch, parallel t o t he f i rst and s ome 40 f t. outside i t , can be $.E:k.1.-..

round the W. half of the enclosure1•

1. 106G/SCOTjuK 42, 3133-4; 106/G/UK 987-, 4039-40.

NX/067544
xxi i N.E. (unnoted).

2. ENCLOSURE , CASS BURN (Kirkmaiden).

8 July 1953.

The 8 ft . t o 10 f t . wi de

ditch of a circul ar enclosure, 100 f t . in diamet er , on the W. s i de of the Cass

Burn 600 yds , ~~ . of Cairngarroch. At the t ime of . vi si t, when t he si t e was in

pas t ure, the gr eater part of the circuit of the ditch was reveal ed by a belt of

clover gr owing i n t he f ill ing1 .

1. 106G/sCOTjUK 89, 3115-6.

,
NX/143359
xxxi i i S.E . (unnoted ). 9 July 1953.
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MOu1ID , BI G PIJ T__TI OI , CULHORN }II INS.

Inch

Close t o the E. s i de of t he

road t hat runs f r om V. to SEe through the mi.dd.Le of Big Plantation, half

a mile -rr. of Culhorn 11 ains and 150 yds , S . of the old gr avel pi t marke d on

the O. S. map, t here is a circular mound 80 f t. in diameter and 11 ft . in height

which has an artificial a pp earanc e and may be the remains of a motte .

modern drainage-trench wh i ch has be en dug round the bas e of t he mound has

obscured any traces the re may have been of an original ditch.

has recently be en replanted ,vi t h conifers.

The site

NX/ 078594
xvii N.E . (u~J1oted ). 11 July 1953.
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GTO

Kirkmaiden.

THE "AULD KIw1l " AUCHNEIGHT F OOR. On Auchnei ght Moor there are t wo

shapeless mounds , 60 yds . apart and each about 3 ft . in hei ght, w~iCh are

des cribed in Gothic type as t he "Aul d Ki l ns" on the O.S. raap , They ar e not

mentioned in the Inventor y of rigt own. Although ~~ey are covered with bracken

and no structural features are vi s i bl e on the surface in either case, both

mounds are evidently artifi cial and i t s eems likely that they ar e , in

fact, the r emai ns of old kilns.

Ia/ 103332
xxxvii N.W. 25 September 1953 .
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Kirlana.iden

ST IDL~G ST lE, MULL GLu • In the mv. corner of the field t hat lies on

the W. side of lul l Glen, 100 yds , from t he ..i , wall · of the field and 58 yds ,

from the N. wall , there i s a standing stone embedded i n the gr ound at an aD~le

of 300 and mea suring 5 ft . 4 in. in length, 1 f t . 10 in. by 1 ft . at the base,

and 1 ft . by 2 in. at the top . The stone may be the sale surviving membe r of a

~Wbl'"
s t one circle or of the fa1ade of a long cairn since the initial s oot i gn of the

mod er n wa l l running S. from the .1: 1":" . corner of the field i s built of s imi l ar

large stones , s ome ~/enty i n number .

N'.J:/ 133313
xxxvi i S . E. (unnot ed ). 25 Sept ember 1953.
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I~OWN

Kir kmaiden

CAIRN, MULL OF GALLO AY. By an overs i ht, the cairn which is marked

on the O. S . map 30 yds , N. of the l i gh t h ou s e at the E. end of the Mull of

Galloway wa s omi t ted from the Inventory of Wigt mvn. Today, it consists of a

circular, t ur f - cov er ed mound 50 f t. in diameter whi ch s tands to a height of

3 ft . on the S . side and 6 f t. on the N. side .

take a flag-pole .

NX/ 156304
xxxvii S .E.

The t op h~s been flattened to

25 Sep t ember 1953.
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WIGTO iN

Y'
Hoch )Jl.um

EART'".tHOflK, MONHEI TH lILl\.IN • On the N. end of the slight ridge

that runs from N. to S. a cros s Cow Park, 600 yds , N. of Honrei th Ma.i. ns ,

there are s ome faint traces of an earthwork which has almost certainly

b een a mediaeval homestead moa t . The i10r k has be en nearly square on

ple.n (Fig. ) and has consisted of a ditch, about 20 f t . wi d e , wi th ·

upcast banks on either lip. Otl'ing however t o cultivation of the site

over a long p er i od , t he banks are reduced and spr ead t o such a~ extent

that t hey c annot be planned, whil e t he ditch, v'/hi ch i s nowhere mor e than

one f oot deep, has be en almost completely obliterated on the N. half of the

E. s i d e . The area enclosed by the ditch alone measur es approximately

150 ft. along either axis, and t he entrance appears to have lain ;n the

centre of t he E. side.

3641!-38
xxx 1T• E • (unnoted) •

The i nterior shows no si gn of structures.

10 October 1955.
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WI GTOWN

Glassert on

ENCLOSURE, C_ RNDOON. In the • corner of the square field that

lies 700 yds . NW. of Cai rndoon there is an oval enclosure bounded by a

heavily ruined boulder - f aced wall , 4 ft. t o 5 ft. i n thickness , and

measuring 84 ft . in lengt h by 70 ft. in breadth. An entrance in the IV.

s i de i s pr obably original, but has been enlarged by l ater cul t i vation

of the site . The intel~or is f eat ureless.

1 / 374394
xxxv N.W. (unnoted) . 1 September 1951 .
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WIGTO'i

Penni nghame

On t he t op of a s l i ght knoll , 350 yds .

N. of _er t on Hall and a t a height of 150 ft. O.D., t here is a

roughly circular stony mound enclosed va t hin a relatively moder n

turf dyke . The mound measur es about 60 ft. in diameter by 2 ft.

in hei ght and may be a pr ehi stor i c cairn.

383643
xv N.. f . (unno t ed) • 2 June 1955.
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