


This volume, the fifth of a series covering 

the former County of Argyll, provides 

detailed accounts of all known ancient and 

historical monuments on the islands of 

Islay, Jura, Colons ay and Oronsay from 

earliest times to 1707, and of selected 

examples ofIater date. More than 350 

line-drawings and over 400 photographs 

are integrated with the text to illustrate 

455 descriptive articles. 

Of special note among the prehistoric 

material are the Mesolithic shell-middens 

on Oronsay, the hut-circles and associated 

field-systems of Bronze Age and later 

date, and the wide variety of defensive 

structures of the Iron Age. The Early 

Christian period is represented by a 

remote monastic site on Eileach an 

Naoimh, fine crosses at Kildalton and 

Kilnave, and an unusually numerous 

group of small chapels on Islay. The 

Viking burials on Colonsay, Oronsay and 

Islay are also of outstanding quality and 

interest. The medieval residence of the 

MacDonald Lords of the Isles on Loch 

Finlaggan, the historic castle ofDunivaig, 

and the well-preserved ruins of Or on say 

Priory are all recorded in detail for the 

first time. The distinctive 18th-century 

round church at Bowmore overlooks the 

earliest of the planned villages ofIslay, 

which are illustrated by a series of 

specially taken aerial photographs. 

An introduction supplies a concise 

geographical and chronological setting in 

which the significance of the various 

classes of monument is -discussed in 
general terms. 
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TWENTY-THIRD REPORT 

of the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical 
Monuments of Scotland 

TO THE QUEEN'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY 

MA Y IT PLEASE YOUR MAJESTY 

We, Your Majesty's Commissioners, appointed to make an Inventory of the Ancient and Historical 
Monuments and Constructions connected with or illustrative of the contemporary culture, civilisation and 
conditions of life of the people in Scotland from the earliest times to the year 1707, and such further 
Monuments and Constructions subsequent to that year as may seem in our discretion worthy of mention 
therein, and to specify those which seem most worthy of preservation, humbly present to Your Majesty the 
following Report, being the Twenty-third Report on the work of the Commission since its first 
appointment. 
2. We acknowledge with thanks Your Majesty's acceptance of our Twenty-first and Twenty-second 
Reports with their accompanying volumes of the Inventory of Argyll. 
3. We have to record the loss by retirement, on expiry of term of office, of Professor Gordon Donaldson, 
M.A., Ph.D., D.Litt., Hon.D.Litt, F.B.A., F.R.S.E., who gave valued service to the Commission for many 
years. 
4. We have to thank Your Majesty for the appointment of Professor John Butt, B.A., Ph.D., under Your 
Majesty's Royal Sign Warrant of 16 November 1982, and for the reappointment of Professor L. AJcock, 
Dr H. M. Colvin, Professor J. D. Dunbar-Nasmith and Professor K. H. Jackson. 
5. Following our usual practice we have prepared a detailed, illustrated Inventory of the Ancient and 
Historical Monuments of Islay, Jura, Colonsay and Oronsay, being the fifth volume of the Inventory of 
the former County of Argyll, which will be issued as a non-Parliamentary publication. 
6. Of special note among the wide variety of archaeological remains are the shell-mid dens of Mesolithic 
date on Oronsay, and the well-preserved examples of hut-circles and associated field-systems of Bronze Age 
and later date, many of which are recorded for the first time. Excavation at CuI a' Bhaile, Jura, has 
provided detailed evidence of the structure and internal arrangement of such hut-circles, and at Ardnave, 
Islay, has produced valuable information about the economic life of the period. The range of defensive 
fortifications of broadly Iron Age date is exceptional for such a limited geographical area, and, together 
with the examples already published in previous volumes of the Inventory, nearly four hundred forts , 
brochs and duns have so far been recorded in Argyll. 

The area contains an unusually rich series of monuments of the Early Christian period, including an 
isolated monastic site on Eileach an Naoimh, fine crosses at Kilnave and Kildalton, and many other carved 
stones and small chapels. The Viking burials from Colonsay, Oronsay and Islay are also of outstanding 
quality and interest. In the medieval period the principal monuments are the undefended residence of the 
Lords of the Isles at Finlaggan, Islay, and the well-preserved ruins of Oronsay Priory. At both these sites, 

and several others on Islay, there are important collections of late medieval graveslabs and crosses. From 
more recent times, many deserted townships and shieling sites testify to the settlement pattern before the 
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TWENTY·THIRD REPORT 

work of the improving landlords,whose mansions are exemplified by Colonsay House and Islay House. 
The distinctive round church at Bowmore overlooks the earliest of the planned villages which are a notable 
feature of Islay, and the many whisky distilleries of the same island are of exceptional scenic and historic interest 
7. As required, we append to this Report a list of monuments which we consider most worthy of 
preservation. This list takes account not only of monuments in Islay, Jura, Colonsay and Oronsay, but also 
of those elsewhere in Scotland that we have recorded since April 1981, when we assumed responsibility for 
a programme for listing field monuments initiated some years previously by the Society of Antiquaries of 
Scotland. This programme, which aims to identify and appraise archaeological sites and monuments in 
areas for which existing information is inadequate, has already led to the discovery of many hitherto 
unrecorded monuments, as well as to the reassessment of known ones. We have also included in our list of 
recommendations a number of industrial monuments recorded on our behalf by the Scottish Industrial 
Archaeology Survey, University of Strathclyde, for which we assumed financial responsibility in 1981. 
8. We wish to acknowledge the assistance afforded to us, during the preparation of this Inventory, by the 
owners and occupiers of ancient buildings and sites, and by parish ministers. Our thanks are due especially 
to Lord Margadale, Lord Strathcona and Mount Royal, Mr D. B. Boyd, Major J. A. McKay Forbes, Mrs 
R. Gibson, Mrs L Ramsay, Mr B. L. Schroder, Mr P. Sims, the Revd P. Youngson, the General Manager 
of the Northern Lighthouse Board, the Islay Museums Trust (in particular, to Mr C. G. Booth, Mr R. 
Hodkinson and Mr C. N. Jupp) and to the staff of the Museum of Islay Life for access to, and 
information about, buildings, records and relics in their possession or care; to Mr A. Buie, Mr G. Clark, 
the late Mrs M. Earl, the late Mr D. Mackechnie, Mr A. S. MacNeill, Mr C. Roy and the late Mrs B. 
Wishart-Campbell for providing much helpful local information; to Dr J . W. M. Bannerman, Mr G. L. 
Canvin, Dr L B. Cowan, Mr K. Dash, Mr L A. Fraser, the late Dr W. D. Lamont and Mrs Lamont, and 
the late Mr J . Mercer for information and valued discussion; to the British Geological Survey (formerly the 
Institute of Geological Sciences), and particularly to Mr G. H. Collins, one of its officers, for advice on 
geological questions; to the staffs of the National Library of Scotland, the National Museum of Antiquities 
of Scotland, the Glasgow Art Galler~ and Museum, the Hunterian Museum, University of Glasgow, the 
Ordnance Survey, the Scottish Development Department (Ancient Monuments Division), the Scottish 
Industrial Archaeology Survey, University of Strathclyde, the Scottish Record Office and Your Majesty's 
Stationery Office for continual and valued co-operation. 
9. We wish to record our appreciation of the high standard of work maintained by past and present 
members of our executive staff, including those engaged not in the preparation of regional Inventories, but 
in ground and aerial survey of field monuments and historic buildings in other parts of Scotland or in 
archival duties for the National Monuments Record of Scotland. 

In the present volume the articles and the sections of the Introduction dealing with prehistoric 
monuments have been written by Miss M. M. Brown, B.A., Dip.Arch., Messrs A. MacLaren, M.A., G. S. 
Maxwell, M.A. , F .S.A., J. N. G. Ritchie, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A., J. B. Stevenson, B.A., F.S.A. and H. G . 
Welfare, B.A., M.Phil., and those dealing with Early Christian, medieval and later monuments by Miss 
Brown, Messrs L Fisher, M.A. , F.S.A., G. D. Hay, A.R.LA.S., F.S.A., G. P. Stell, B.A., F.S.A. and the 
Secretary. The drawings and other illustrative work have been undertaken by Messrs D. R. Boyd, A. J. 
Leith, L G. Parker, L G. Scott, D .A. , S. Scott and J. N . Stevenson, N.D.D. The photographs have been 
taken by Messrs J. Gibson, J. D. Keggie, A. G. Lamb, A.B.I.P.P., J. M. Mackie, G. B. Quick, A.B.LP.P. , 
F.R.P.S., and S. Wallace, and general assistance has been given by Mrs F. Chalmers, Miss M. Isbister and 
Miss L. A. Louden. The volume has been edited by Mr MacLaren assisted by Mr Fisher, and the layout 
has been designed by Mr L G . Scott 
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TWENTY-THIRD REPORT 

10. In our last report we welcomed the decision to transfer the responsibility of the Ordnance Survey for 
the surveying and recording of archaeological sites in Great Britain to the Royal Commissions on Ancient 
and Historical Monuments, subject to adequate resources being made available to carry out the functions 
prescribed. We now have to report that this transfer took place in April 1983, when we became responsible 
for the discharge of these functions in Scotland. We also have to report, however, that the resources so far 
made available to us are inadequate for the task, being substantially less than those previously employed 
by the Ordnance Survey itself on this work and recommended by the Ordnance Survey Review Committee 
for transfer. The provision of accurate and up-to-date archaeological information for national mapping is a 
continuing task to which we attach great importance and in seeking to discharge our new responsibility 
effectively we shall press for the restoration of the necessary resources of finance and manpower. 

WEMYSS, Chairman 

LESLIE ALCOCK 
JOHN BUTT 
HOWARD COLVIN 
ROSEMARY CRAMP 
J.G. DUNBAR, Secretary 

JAMES DUNBAR-NASMITH 
ARCHD. A.M. DUNCAN 
KENNETH JACKSON 

GEORGE JOBEY 
Edinburgh, 13 March 1984 
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LIST OF MONUMENTS 
WHICH THE COMMISSIONERS CONSIDER 
TO BE MOST WORTHY OF PRESERVATION 

The selection of monuments for this list is based on an objective appraisal of various factors such as architectural merit, historical associations, and 
known or potential value for archaeological research. Inclusion in the list does not confer any statutory protection, and no account is taken of external 
circumstances which might make preservation difficult or impracticable. Monuments of outstanding importance are indicated in the margin (.). 

Entries for ecclesiastical monuments include associated funerary monuments, crosses and other carved stones. 

BORDERS REGION 

The undernoted industrial monuments have been recorded on 
our behalf by the Seol/ish Industrial Archaeology Survey, 
University oJ Strathclyde. 

BERWICKSHIRE DISTRICT 
NT 936 539 Paxton Brick and Tile Works 
NT 939 535 Edrington Castle Mill 

ETIRICK AND LAUDERDALE DISTRICT 
NT 583 483 Smithy, Cambridge 

ROXBURGH DISTRICT 
NT 774260 Kiln, Linton Mill 

CENTRAL REGION 

The undernoted industrial monuments have been recorded on 
our behalf by the Seol/ish Industrial Archaeology Survey, 
University oJ Strathclyde. 

CLACKMANNAN DISTRICT 
NS 883 969 Woollen mill , Brook Street, Alva 

STIRLING DISTRICT 
NS 829 918 Railway bridge, Fallin 
NN 502013 Milton Mill, Aberfoyle 

DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY REGION 

The undernoted industrial monuments have been recorded on 
our behalf by the Scol/ish Industrial Archaeology Survey, 
University oJ Strathclyde. 

ANNANDALE AND ESKDALE DISTRICT 
NY 428 788 Limeworks, Harelawhill 
NY 381 809 Tarrasfoot Tileworks 

NITHSDALE DISTRICT 
NX 974 753 Rosefield Woollen Mill, Maxwelltown, Dumfries 
NX 973 754 Troqueer Woollen Mill, Maxwelltown, Dumfries 

FIFE REGION 

The undernoted industrial monuments have been recorded on 
our behalf by the Seol/ish Industrial Archaeology Survey, 
University oJ Strathclyde. 

DUNFERMLINE DISTRICT 
NT 007 852 Saltworks, Preston Island 

NORTH EAST FIFE DISTRICT 
NO 374 247 Footbridge, Naughton House, Balmerino 

GRAMPIAN REGION 

KINCARDINE AND DEESIDE DISTRICT 
The number in brackets Jollowing each name reJers to the 
serial number oJ the entry in ReAMS, The Archaeological 
Sites and Monuments oJ Scotland, 15 (South Kincardine, 
Kincardine and Deeside District, Grampian Region , 1982). 

.NO 7968 17 Long cairn, Blackhill Wood (No. I) 
NO 823 805 Long cairn, Bruxie Hill (No. 2) 

• NO 633 664 Long barrow, Capo Plantation (No. 3) 
• NO 818 706 Long cairn , Gourdon (No. 5) 
• NO 795 768 Long cairn , Hillhead Plantation (No. 6) 

NO 838 735 Cairn, Bervie Brow (No. 12) 
NO 795816 Cairn, Blackhill Wood (No. 13) 

.NO 781674 Cairn, Bridgeton Hill (No. 16) 
NO 596722 Cairn , The Burn (No. 18) 

• NO 761 747 Cairn, Cairn of Arthurhouse, Thornylea (No. 19) 
.NO 747717 Cairn, Cairn ofShiels (No. 20) 
• NO 649 806 Cairn, Cairn 0' Mount I (No. 21) 
• NO 706653 Cairn, Canterland (No. 23) 

NO 806 835 Cairn, Carmont Hill (No. 24) 
• NO 781 679 Cairn, The Cloch (No. 25) 
.NO 819762 Cairns and enclosure, C1useburn I (No. 26) 

NO 818 762 Cairn and enclosure, Cluseburn 2 (No. 27) 
NO 807751 Cairn, Cot Hillock (No. 28) 

• NO 755 815 Cairns, Droop Hill (No. 30) 
NO 838 809 Cairn, Druidsdale I (No. 31) 

• NO 737 734 Barrow, Erskine's Knap (No. 33) 
• NO 653 745 Barrow, Fettercairn House I (No. 34) 
• NO 653 736 Barrow, Fettercairn House 2 (No. 35) 

NO 864 848 Barrow, Gallow Hill (No. 38) 
• NO 799 763 Cairn, Hillhead (No. 44) 

NO 781 716 Cairn, Kenshot Hill I (No. 48) 
NO 786716 Cairns, Kenshot Hill 3 (No. 50) 
NO 658 770 Cairns, Lammas Muir, Arnbarrow (No. 53) 
NO 817754 Cairn, Millplough I (No. 55) 
NO 827 791 Cairn, Milton Hill (No. 57) 

.NO 816772 Cairns, Montgoldrum I (No. 58) 
NO 820 773 Cairn, Montgoldrum 2 (No. 59) 
NO 714645 Cairn, Morphie (No. 60) 

.NO 789710 Cairns, Philla Cairn (No. 63) 
• NO 659 765 Cairn, The Ring, Hunter's Hill (No. 66) 

NO 654 794 Cairn, St Ringan's Cairn (No. 68) 
NO 693 777 Cairn, Smart's Cairn (No. 72) 
NO 81083 1 Cairn, Square's Knap (No. 74) 
NO 682 772 Cairn, Strathfinella Hill (No. 75) 

• NO 726 691 Cairn, Tower of 10hnston I (No. 77) 
• NO 727 682 Cairns, West Bradieston I (No. 80) 

NO 644 673 Barrow, Witch Hillock, Inglismaldie (No. 83) 
NO 726 784 Cup-markings, St Palladius' Chapel, Auchenblae 

(No. 139) 
NO 774 794 Standing stone, Court Stane (No. 141) 
NO 800 674 Standing stone, The Floors (No. 142) 
NO 820 778 Standing stone, The Moray Stane, Leys of Barras 

(No. 143) 
NO 716627 Standing stone, Stone of Morphie (No. 144) 

• NO 633 722 Fort, Green Cairn, Cairnton of Balbegno (No. 145) 
• NO 8i7 702 Fort, Middle Knox (No. 146) 

NO 650775 Hut-circle, Arnbarrow (No. 147) 
NO 629 662 Unenclosed settlement, Ca po (site) (No. 148) 
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MONUMENTS WORTHY OF PRESERVATION 

NO 613 749 Hut-circle and field-system, East Mains of Balfour 
(No. 150) 

eNO 617763 Hut-circles and field-system, Herd Hill (No. 151) 
to 616761 

NO 769 826 Field-system, Jacksbank (No. 152) 
e NO 640 782 Hut-circles, Loch of Muchrae (No. 154) 
e NO 637 780 Hut-circles, LO'1gside Hill (No. 155) 

NO 747 763 Unenclosed settlement, Pittengardner (site) (No. 157) 
NO 75 72 Hut-circles and cairn, Sootywells (No. 158) 
NO 678 688 Pit-alignment, Drumnagair (site) (No. 159) 

eNO 665666 Roman temporary camp, Balmakewan (No. 160) 
NO 767766 Roman temporary camp, Kair House (site) (No. 161) 
NO 672 668 Ring-ditch and enclosure, Balmakewan (sites) (No. 162) 
NO 722639 Ring-ditch, Broomhill of Morphie (site) (No. 164) 
NO 748 792 Ring-ditch, Burnhead of Monboddo I (site) (No. 165) 
NO 683683 Ring-ditch, Drumnagair (site) (No. 168) 
NO 678761 Ring-ditch, Mill of Kincardine (site) (No. 171) 
NO 825 735 Ring-ditches, Pitcarry I (sites) (No. 173) 
NO 828 733 Ring-ditch, Pitcarry 2 (site) (No. 174) 
NO 740 644 Ring-ditches, Scotston of Kirkside (sites) (No. 175) 
NO 61 1712 Ring-ditch, Woodmyre (site) (No. 177) 
NO 661 664 Enclosures, Balmakewan (sites) (No. 179) 
NO 809 746 Enclosure, Castle Dykes, Kirkton (site) (No. 180) 
NO 857815 Enclosure, Chapelton (site) (No. 182) 
NO 642 732 Enclosure, Mains of Balbegno (site) (No. 190) 
NO 706638 Earthwork, Morphie (site) (No. 192) 
NO 682667 Enclosure, Myreside, Marykirk I (site) (No. 194) 
NO 830 737 Enclosure, Pitcarry 2 (site) (No. 198) 

eNO 801746 Parish church and burial-ground, Arbuthnott (No. 201) 
NO 804 692 Old parish church and burial-ground, Benholm (No. 202) 
NO 867 784 Old Parish church and burial-ground, Catterline (No. 203) 

e NO 882 846 Pictish symbol stones, Dunnicaer (sites) (No. 209) 
NO 651 735 Parish church and burial-ground, Fettercairn (No. 210) 
NO 744 704 Parish church and burial-ground, Garvock (No. 21 I) 

e NO 766 804 Old parish church and burial-ground, Glenbervie 
(No. 212) 

NO 666746 Chapel and burial-ground, Kincardine (No. 213) 
NO 839 726 Chapel, Kinghornie (site) (No. 214) 

e NO 855 748 Parish church and burial-ground, Kinneff (No. 2 I 5) 
NO 602 734 Old parish church and burial-ground, Kirkton of Balfour 

(No. 217) 
NO 718716 Parish church and burial-ground, Laurencekirk (No. 218) 

eNO 686655 Old parish church and burial-ground, Marykirk (No. 219) 
e NO 745 639 Old parish church and burial-ground, St Cyrus I 

(No. 221) 
NO 750647 Old parish church and burial-ground, St Cyrus 2 

(No. 222) 
e NO 726 784 St Palladius' Chapel, burial-ground and cross-slab 

(No. 223) 
e NO 735 770 Moated site, Fordoun House (No. 225) 
e NO 668 765 Earthwork fortification, Green Castle (No. 226) 
e NO 639 729 Tower-house, Balbegno Castle (No. 227) 

NO 855 804 Tower-house, Barras (No. 228) 
e NO 804704 Tower-house, Benholm Castle (No. 229) 
e NO 858 748 .Castle of Cadden (No. 23 I) 
e NO 88 I 838 Dunnottar Castle (No. 234) 

NO 717 804 Glenfarquhar Castle (No. 236) 
e NO 763 648 Castle, Kaim of Mathers (No. 237) 
e NO 671 751 Kincardine Castle (No. 238) 
e NO 856 747 KinnefT Castle (No. 239) 
eNO 761666 Lauriston Castle (No. 241) 

NO 758 788 Castle, Mondynes, Castleton (No. 243) 
e NO 86 I 752 Whistleberry Castle (No. 246) 
e NO 666 747 Burgh of Kincardine (site) (No. 250) 
e NO 646 778 Farmstead and cultivation remains, Arnbarrow Hill 

(No. 251) 
NO 602 758 Buildings and cultivation remains, Bannock Hill (No. 252) 
NO 665 789 Farmstead, Birnie (No. 253) 
NO 662 786 Farmstead, Clattering Bridge (No. 254) 
NO 654761 Farmstead, Craigmoston (No. 255) 
NO 613 750 Farmstead, East Mains of Balfour (No. 256) 
NO 817 799 Farmstead, Hillhead of Pitforthie (No. 258) 
NO 616753 Farmstead, Hill of Strathnosen (No. 259) 
NO 658 787 Farmstead, Knowegreens (No. 260) 

e NO 637781 Farmstead and cultivation remains, Longside Hill 
(No. 261) 

XII 

e NO 63 I 778 Farmstead and cultivation remains, Shank of Cardowan 
(No. 263) 

NO 634740 Mound, Fountain Hillock, Cauldcots, (No. 271) 
NO 750 738 Deer park, Garvock (site) (No. 272). 

to 751 744 
NO 636 767 Deer park, King's Deer Park (No. 275) 

to 662777 

The undernoted industrial monuments have been recorded on 
our behalf by the Scollish Industrial Archaeology Survey, 
University oJ Strathclyde. 

CITY OF ABERDEEN DISTRICT 
NJ 947062 Sugar refinery, 72 Regent Quay, Aberdeen 

BANFF AND BUCHAN DISTRICT 
NJ 704 648 Lighthouse, MacdufT Harbour 

MORAY DISTRICT 
NJ 356 399 Mill of Auchindoun 
NJ 407472 Mill of Towie 

e NJ 273 503 Speyburn Distillery, Rothes 

HIGHLAND REGION 

LOCHABER DISTRICT 
The number in brackets Jollowing each name reJers to the 
serial number oJ the entry in ReAMS, The Archaeological 
Sites and Monuments oJ Scotland, 20 (Rhum, Lochaber 
District , Highland Region, 1983). 

NM 298992 Cairn, A' Bhrideanach (No. I) 
NG 322014 Cairn, Guirdil (No. 2) 

eNM 341955 Mounds, Harris (No. 3, 1- 2) 
eNM 341956 Mound, Harris (No. 3, 3) 
e NM 340 956 Mounds, Harris (No. 3, 4-5) 
eNG 357041 Cairn, Kilmory (No. 4) 

NG 350 042 Fort, Kilmory (No. 5) 
NG 326 020 Fort, Shellesder (No. 6) 
NM 361 919 Fort, Papadil (No. 7) 
NM 422 974 Occupied cave, Bagh na h-Uamha (No. 8) 

eNM 403998 Implement scatter, Kinloch (site) (No. I I) 
NG 377 043 Implement scatter, Samhnan Insir I (site) (No. 13) 
NG 377045 Implement scatter, Samhnan Insir 2 (site) (No. 14) 
NG 327 020 Occupied cave, Shellesder (No. 15) 

e NM 42 I 973 Cross-decorated stone, Bagh na h-Uamha (No. 16) 
eNG 361036 Burial-ground and cross, Kilmory (No. 17) 

NM 420973 Settlement, Bagh na h-Uamha (No. 18) 
NG 402023 Settlement, Cam as Pliasgaig (No. 19) 
NM 414990 Settlement, Carn an Dobhrain Bhig (No. 20) 
NM 417988 Settlement, Carn an Dobhrain Mh6ir (No. 21) 
NM 392 927 Buildings, Dibidil (No. 22) 
NG 373 043 Farmstead, Glac Mhor, Samhnan Insir (No. 23) 
NG 330 019 Buildings, Glen Shellesder (No. 24) 
NG 31801 I Settlement, Guirdil I (No. 25) 
NG 3.20013 Buildings, Guirdil 2 (No. 26) 

eNM 338959 Township, Harris I (No. 27) 
e NM 334 959 Settlement, Harris 2 (No. 28) 

NM 358 926 Building, Inbhir Ghil (No. 29) 
eNG 361036 Township, Kilmory I (No. 30) 

NG 365038 Building, Kilmory 2 (No. 31) 
NG 364 032 Cottage, Kilmory 3 (No. 32) 
NG 364 029 Building, Kilmory 4 (No. 33) 
NG 361 027 Farmstead, Kilmory Glen I (No. 34) 
NG 363 023 Farmstead, Kilmory Glen 2 (No. 35) 
NG 362017 Buildings, Kilmory Glen 3 (No. 36) 
NG 357 039 Buildings, Kilmory Lodge I (No. 37) 
NG 355 039 Buildings, Kilmory Lodge 2 (No. 38) 
NM 418967 Farmstead, Laimhrig (No. 39) 
NM 352 997 Building, Monadh Mhiltich (No. 40) 
NM 361 923 Farmstead, Papadil (No. 41) 
NM 365 922 Buildings, Papadil Lodge (No. 42) 

e NM 423 987 Settlement, Port na Caranean (No. 43) 
NG 388. 036 Settlement, Ruadh-mhol (No. 44) 
NG 379043 Settlement, Samhnan Insir I (No. 45) 



NG 378041 Buildings, Samhnan Insir 2 (No. 46) 
NG 418016 Settlement, Tigh Bhralie (No. 47) 
NM 303 992 Shieling, Airigh na Maith-innse (No. 48) 
NM 313997 Shieling, Allt Airigh na Maith-innse (No. 49) 
NM 378913 Hut, Allt an Sgair Mhoir (No. 50) 
NG 348040 Hut, Allt Loch Sgaorishal (No. 51) 
NG 376 029 Shieling, Allt na Glaic Maine (No. 52) 
NM 348978 Huts, Ard Nev (No. 53) 
NG 409024 Hut, Creag na h-Iolaire (No. 54) 

• NM 391 935 Shieling, Glen Dibidil (No. 55) 
NG 323 004 Huts, Glen Guirdil I (No. 56) 
NG 329002 Hut, Glen Guirdil 2 (No. 57) 
NM 328 995 Hut, Glen Guirdil 3 (No. 58) 
NM 334 999 Shieling, Glen Guirdil, Bealach a' Bhraigh Bhig (No. 59) 
NM 321 997 Walls, Glen Guirdil, Bealach a' Dubh-bhraigh (No. 60) 
NM 323995 Shieling, Glen Guirdil, Sran an t-Saighdeir I (No. 61) 
NM 322995 Huts, Glen Guirdil, Sran an t-Saighdeir 2 (No. 62) 
NM 322 995 Wall, Glen Guirdil, Sran an t-Saighdeir 3 (No. 63) 
NM 321 994 Shieling, Glen Guirdil, Sran an t-Saighdeir 4 (No. 64) 
NM 360 958 Shieling, Glen Harris I (No. 65) 
NM 356958 Huts, Glen Harris 2 (No. 66) 
NM 353 958 Enclosure, Glen Harris 3 (No. 67) 
NM 352 959 Wall, Glen Harris 4 (No. 68) 
NM 349961 Shieling, Glen Harris 5 (No. 69) 
NM 348 960 Shieling, Glen Harris 6 (No. 70) 
NM 360972 Hut, Glen Harris, Abhainn Sgathaig (No. 71) 
NM 346959 Hut, Glen Harris, Allt Lag Sleitir I (No. 72) 
NM 348 963 Hut, Glen Harris, Allt Lag Sleitir 2 (No. 73) 
NM 363 968 Shieling, Glen Harris, Ath nan Daoine I (No. 74) 
NM 364 970 Wall, Glen Harris, Ath nan Daoine 2 (No. 75) 
NM 374 967 Shieling, Glen Harris, Barkeval I (No. 76) 
NM 374 966 Shieling, Glen Harris, Barkeval 2 (No. 77) 
NM 375966 Shieling, Glen Harris, Barkeval 3 (No. 78) 
NM 362 964 Shieling, Glen Harris, Clach Mhor Mhic-illean (No. 79) 
NG 331 023 Shieling, Glen Shellesder I (No. 80) 
NG 333019 Shieling, Glen Shellesder 2 (No. 81) 
NG 338019 Shieling, Glen Shellesder 3 (No. 82) 

• NG 339017 Shieling, Glen Shellesder 4 (No. 83) 
NG 342013 Hut, Glen Shellesder 5 (No. 84) 
NG 344 016 Hut, Glen Shellesder 6 (No. 85) 
NG 346012 Shieling, Glen Shellesder 7 (No. 86) 
NG 347005 Shieling, Glen Shellesder, Maternity Hollow (No. 87) 
NG 334009 Hut, Guirdil, Fionchra I (No. 88) 
NG 335010 Shieling, Guirdil, Fionchra 2 (No. 89) 
NG 331 010 Shieling, Guirdil, Fionchra 3 (No. 90) 
NG 328 Oil Shieling, Guirdil, Fionchra 4 (No. 91) 
NM 333 959 Hut, Harris I (No. 92) 
NM 339 965 Shieling, Harris 2 (No. 93) 
NM 341 962 Hut, Harris 3 (No. 94) 
NM 343 958 Hut, Harris 4 (No. 95) 
NM 342 955 Enclosures, Harris 5 (No. 96) 
NM 344 952 Huts, Harris 6 (No. 97) 
NM 344 950 Enclosure, Harris 7 (No. 98) 
NM 343 950 Enclosure, Harris 8 (No. 99) 
NM 342950 Huts and enclosures, Harris 9 (No. 100) 
NM 341 949 Hut, Harris 10 (No. 101) 
NM 344 948 Huts, Harris 1I (No. 102) 
NM 357974 Huts, Harris, An Dornabac I (No. 103) 
NM 358972 Shieling, Harris, An Dornabac 2 (No. 104) 
NM 353971 Hut, Harris, An Dornabac 3 (No. 105) 
NM 352966 Shieling, Harris, An Dornabac 4 (No. 106) 
NM 351 971 Shieling, Harris, An Dornabac 5 (No. 107) 
NM 350972 Shieling, Harris, An Dornabac 6 (No. 108) 
NM 343968 Shieling, Harris, Ard Mheall I (No. 109) 
NM 344 971 Hut, Harris, Ard Mheall 2 (No. 110) 
NM 348974 Hut, Harris, Ard Mheall 3 (No. Ill) 
NM 337 964 Huts, Harris, Glen Duian I (No. 112) 
NM 336966 Huts, Harris, Glen Duian 2 (No. 11 3) 
NM 335967 Shieling, Harris, Glen Duian 3 (No. 114) 
NM 335973 Shieling, Harris, Glen Duian 4 (No. 115) 
NM 336975 Shieling, Harris, Glen Duian 5 (No. 116) 
NM 335976 Shieling, Harris, Glen Duian 6 (No. 11 7) 
NM 334985 Hut and enclosures, Harris, Glen Duian 7 (No. 118) 
NM 334 967 Shieling, Harris, Gualann na Pairce I (No. 119) 
NM 331 968 Shieling, Harris, Gualann na Pairce 2 (No. 120) 
NM 331 967 Shieling, Harris, Gualann na Pairce 3 (No. 121) 
NM 332 965 Shieling, Harris, Gualann na Pairce 4 (No. 122) 
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NM 333964 Hut, Harris, Gualann na Pairce 5 (No. 123) 
NM 331 963 Shieling, Harris, Gualann na Pairce 6 (No. 124) 
NM 330963 Hut, Harris, Gualann na Pairce 7 (No. 125) 

• NM 345 965 Shieling, Harris, Hugh's Brae I (No. 126) 
• NM 344 965 Shieling, Harris, Hugh's Brae 2 (No. 127) 

NM 344 962 Shieling, Harris, Hugh's Brae 3 (No. 128) 
NM 350 944 Shieling, Harris, Ruinsival (No. 129) 
NM 358 928 Shieling, Inbhir Ghil I (No. 130) 
NM 359927 Hut, Inbhir Ghil 2 (No. 131) 
NM 355926 Hut, Inbhir Ghil 3 (No. 132) 
NM 354929 Shieling, Inbhir Ghil, Ruinsival I (No. 133) 
NM 349 930 Shieling, Inbhir Ghil, Ruinsival 2 (No. 134) 
NM 347932 Shieling, Inbhir Ghil, Ruinsival 3 (No. 135) 
NG 355 032 Shieling, Kilmory I (No. 136) 
NG 355032 Shieling, Kilmory 2 (No. 137) 
NG 365034 Hut, Kilmory Glen I (No. 138) 
NG 366036 Hut, Kilmory Glen 2 (No. 139) 
NG 367027 Shieling, Kilmory Glen 3 (No. 140) 
NG 370026 Shieling, Kilmory Glen 4 (No. 141) 
NG 361 026 Hut, Kilmory Glen 5 (No. 142) 
NG 360025 Shieling, Kilmory Glen 6 (No. 143) 
NG 361 024 Hut, Kilmory Glen 7 (No. 144) 
NG 361 023 Shieling, Kilmory Glen 8 (No. 145) 
NG 368018 Shieling, Kilmory Glen 9 (No. 146) 
NG 362007 Hut, Kilmory Glen 10 (No. 147) 
NG 374014 Shieling, Kilmory Glen, Allt Loch an Tairbh (No. 148) 
NG 355003 Shieling, Kilmory Glen, Minishal I (No. 149) 
NG 359006 Hut, Kilmory Glen, Minishal2 (No. 150) 
NM 364997 Shieling, Kilmory Glen, Salisbury's Dam I (No. 151) 
NG 366000 Hut, Kilmory Glen, Salisbury's Dam 2 (No. 152) 
NG 40 00 Shieling, Kinloch Glen (No. 153) 
NG 395004 Shieling, Kinloch Glen 2 (No. 154) 
NG 397007 Shieling, Kinloch Glen 3 (No. 155) 
NG 393006 Shieling, Kinloch Glen 4 (No. 156) 

• NG 384 005 Shieling, Kinloch Glen 5 (No. 157) 
NG 386005 Shieling, Kinloch Glen 6 (No. 158) 
NG 385 005 Hut, Kinloch Glen 7 (No. 159) 
NG 374005 Shieling, Kinloch Glen 8 (No. 160) 
NG 379006 Shieling, Kinloch Glen, Airigh Thalabairt (No. 161) 
NG 418000 Huts, Kinloch, Rubha nam Feannag (No. 162) 
NM 343 996 Hut, Loch a' Ghille Reamhra (No. 163) 
NM 362990 Hut, Malcolm's Bridge I (No. 164) 
NM 361 991 Hut, Malcolm's Bridge 2 (No. 165) 
NM 358997 Shieling, Malcolm's Bridge 3 (No. 166) 
NM 354983 Shieling, Malcolm's Bridge 4 (No. 167) 
NM 356984 Hut, Malcolm's Bridge 5 (No. 168) 
NM 355 997 Shieling, Malcolm's Bridge, Monadh Mhiltich I (No. 169) 
NM 348 998 Hut, Malcolm's Bridge, Monadh Mhiltich 2 (No. 170) 
NG 345034 Shieling, Monadh Dubh I (No. 171) 
NG 341033 Hut, Monadh Dubh 2 (No. 172) 
NM 367918 Huts, Papadil (No. 173) 
NM 369 983 Shieling, Priomh-Ioch Beag (No. 174) 
NG 390032 Hut, Rubha Mol Rudha (No. 175) 
NG 382042 Huts, Samhnan Insir (No. 176) 
NM 307982 Hut, Schooner Point (No. 177) 
NM 377 911 Shieling, Sgorr Mor (No. 178) 

• NM 312 983 Wall and enclosures, Sgorr Reidh (No. 179) 
to 312981 

NM 313 991 Shieling, Spectacle Lochan (No. 180) 
• NM 309 986 Wall and enclosures, Sran an t-Saighdeir (No. 181) 

to 314991 
NM 408934 Shieling, Stac nam Faoileann (No. 182) 

• NM 339990 Deer-trap, Ard Nev/Orval (No. 183) 
to 341 992 

.NM 329986 Deer-trap, Orval (No. 184) 
NM 344 950 Enclosure, Harris (No. 186) 
NG 366 044 Building, Kilmory (No. 187) 
NM 363919 Building, Papadil (No. 188) 
NM 364999 Dam, Salisbury's Dam (No. 189) 

The undernoted industrial monuments have been recorded on 
our behalf by the Scottish Industrial Archaeology Survey, 
University of Strathclyde. 

CAITHNESS DISTRICT 
.ND 241 534 Achingale Mill, Watten 

ND 121 225 Salmon fishery, Berriedale 
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eND 197686 Harbour, Castlehill, Castle town 
ND 165 293 Harbour, Dunbeath 
ND 107 707 Lighthouse, Holborn Head , Serabster 

eND 351 609 Harbour, Keiss 
ND 202 336 Limekiln, Latheron 
ND 191 321 Harbour, Latheronwheel 

SUTHERLAND DISTRICT 
NC 897 054 Brora Distillery 

LOTHIAN REGION 

The undernoted industrial monument has been recorded on 
our behalf by the Scollish Industrial Archaeology Survey, 
University oJ Strathclyde. 

MIDLOTHIAN DISTRICT 
NT 307 667 Bridge, Melville Castle Estate 

STRATHCLYDE REGION 

ARGYLL AND BUTE DISTRICT 
The number in brackets Jollowing each name reJers to the 
serial or page number oJ the entry in RCAMS, Inventory oJ 
Argyll, 5 (Islay, Jura , Colonsay and Oronsay) , 1984. 

NR 358 879 Shell-mound, Caisteal nan Gillean I, Oronsay (p. 4) 
NR 358 880 Shell-mound, Caisteal nan Gillean 11 , Oronsay (p. 4) 
NR 372 890 Shell-mound, Cnoe Sligeaeh, Oronsay (p. 4) 
NR 644 873 Mesolithic occupation site, Lussa Wood, Jura (p. 3) 
NR 360 885 Shell-mound, Oronsay (p. 4) 
NR 372 892 Shell-mound, Oronsay (p . 4) 
NR 346 889 Shell-mound, Priory Midden, Oronsay (p. 4) 

e NR 390 464 Chambered cairn, Ballynaughton, Islay (No. I) 
NR 504 631 Chambered cairn, Cladh Chlainn lain, Jura (No. 3) 
NR 399471 Chambered cairn, Cnoc an Altair, Islay (No. 4) 
NR 329451 Chambered cairn, Cragabus, Islay (No. 5) 
NR 310469 Chambered cairn, Fraehdale, Islay (No. 6) 

eNR 210564 Chambered cairn, Giant's Grave, Nereabolls, Islay (No. 7) 
NR 248 576 Chambered cairn, Port Charlotte, Islay (No. 8) 

e NR 505 632 Cairn, Abhainn na Sroine, Jura (No. 9) 
NR 314648 Cairn, Borraiehill Mor, Bridgend, Islay (No. 11) 

e NR 388 943 Cairn and standing stones, Buaile Riabhaeh, Sealasaig, 
Colonsay (No. 12) 

NR 256 676 Cairn, Carn Beannachd, Islay (No. 13) 
eNR 239672 Cairn, Carndunean, Islay (No. 14) 

NR 682942 Cairn, Cnoe a' Chuirn Mhoir, Jura (No. 15) 
eNR 238567 Cairn, Cnoe a' Chuirn, Port Charlotte, Islay (No. 16) 

NR 407 984 Cairn, Cnoe Beag, Beinn Bheag, Colonsay (No. 17) 
NR 204648 Cairn, Cnoc Mor, Coul, Islay (No. 18) 

eNR 310476 Cairn, Cnoe Mor, Ghrasdail, Islay (No. 19) 
NR 298 646 Barrows, Cnoc nan Nathrach, Islay (No. 20) 
NR 525676 Cairns, Goirtean Fada, Jura (No. 21) 
NR 666 983 Cairn, Goirtean Uamh nan Giall, Jura (No. 22) 
NR 529685 Cairn (possible), Keils, Jura (No. 24, I) 
NR 526686 Cairn (possible), Keils, Jura (No. 24, 2) 
NR 208612 Cairn, Kilchiaran, Islay (No. 25) 
NR 705 988 Cairns, Kinuachdraeh, Jura (No. 27) 
NR 397459 Cairn and standing stone, Lagavulin, Islay (No. 28) 
NR 387 929 Cairn , Milbuie, Colonsay (No. 29) 
NR 358 607 Barrow, Neriby, Islay (No. 30) 

eNR 341 625 Barrows, Newton, Islay (No. 31, I) 
e NR 343 627 Enclosure, Newton , Islay (No. 31, 2) 
e NR 343 628 Enclosure, Newton, Islay (No. 31, 3) 
e NR 343 629 Enclosure, Newton , Islay (No. 31, 4) 

NR 334 587 Cairn, Tallant, Bowmore, Islay (No. 33) 
NR 326445 Cairn , Upper Cragabus, Islay (No. 34, I) 
NR 322447 Cairn, Upper Cragabus, Islay (No. 34, 2) 
NR 575 757 Cist, Doir' a' Chlaiginn, Jura (No. 46) 
NM 715058 Cists, Kilmory Lodge, Searba (No. 52) 
NR 393 981 Cists, Uragaig, Colonsay (No. 65) 
NR 680935 Cup-markings, An Carn, Jura (No. 66) 
NR 371 460 Cup-markings, Brahunisary, Islay (No. 67) 
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NR 520679 Cup-markings, Keils, Jura (No. 68) 
NR 204601 Cup-markings, Kilehiaran, Islay (No. 70) 
NR 301 472 Cup-and-ring markings, Toekmal, Islay (No. 72) 
NR 404985 Cup-markings, Uamh na Mine, Kiloran Bay, Colonsay 

(No. 73) 
e NR 389460 Standing stones, Aehnancarranan, Islay (No. 74) 

NR 5607 17 Standing stone, Ardfernal, Jura (No. 75) 
eNR 442491 Stone circle, Ardilistry, Islay (No. 76) 

NR 465 545 Standing stone, Ardtalla, Islay (No. 77) 
NR 363 676 Standing stone, Baile Tharbaeh (No. 78) 

e NR 220671 Standing stone, Ballinaby, Islay (No. 79, I) 
eNR 221 673 Standing stone, Ballinaby, Islay (No. 79, 2) 

NR 349 679 Standing stone, Beinn Cham, Islay (No. 80) 
NR 464 647 Standing stone, Camas an Staea, Jura (No. 81) 
NR 512664 Standing stones, Carragh a' Ghlinne, Jura (No. 83) 

e NR 328 478 Standing stone, Carragh Bhan, Islay (No. 84) 
NR 436483 'Standing stones', Claehan Ceann lie (No. 85) 
NR 347 697 Standing stone, Clach an Tiompain, Islay (No. 86) 
NR 421 999 Standing stone, Clach a' Pheanais, Balnahard, Colonsay 

(No. 87) 
NR 427 994 Standing stone, Cnoe a' Charraigh, Colonsay (No. 89) 
NR 224604 Standing stone, Cnoe nan Guaillean, Islay (No. 91) 
NR 310472 Standing stone, Coille a' Chnoie Mhoir, Islay (No. 92) 
NR 326460 Standing stone, Cornabus, Islay (No. 93) 

e NR 195 569 Stone circle, Cultoon, Islay (No. 94) 
NR 382 459 Standing stone, Druim nam Madagan, Islay (No. 95) 

e NR 367 949 Standing stones, 'Fingal's Limpet Hammers', Drumclaeh, 
Colonsay (No. 96) 

NR 392 685 Standing stones, Finlaggan, Islay (No. 97) 
NR 269 643 Standing stone, Foreland House, Islay (No. 98) 
NR 252613 Standing stone, Gartaeharra, Islay (No. 99) 
NR 297431 Standing stone, Glac a' Charraigh, Islay (No. 101) 
NR 210 593 Standing stone, Gleann Droighneaeh, Islay (No. 102) 
NR 358613 Standing stone, Gortanilivorrie, Islay (No. 103) 

e NR 383 465 Standing stone, Kilbride, Islay (No. 106) 
NR 336642 Standing stone, Knoekdon, Islay (No. 107) 

e NR 398 648 Standing stones, Knoeklearoch , Islay (No. 108) 
NR 550714 Standing stone, Knoekrome, Jura (No. 109, I) 
NR 548714 Standing stone, Knoekrome, Jura (No. 109,2) 
NR 550719 Standing stone, Knoekrome, Jura (No. 109,3) 
NR 395462 Standing stones, Lagavulin, Islay (No. 110) 
NR 403641 Standing stone, Mullaeh Dubh, Islay (No. 113) 
NR 371 455 Standing stone, Port Ellen, Islay (No. 115) 
NR 518648 Standing stones, Sannaig, Jura (No. (16) 
NR 385 942 Standing stone, Scalasaig Farm, Colonsay (No. 118) 
NR 410672 Standing stone, Scanistle, Islay (No. 119) 
NR 507637 Standing stones, Strone, Jura (No. 120) 

e NR 606 822 Standing stone, Tarbert, Jura (No. 122) 
NR 462 529 Standing stone, Trudernish, Islay (No. 123) 
NR 293 633 Standing stone, Uiskentuie, Islay (No. 124) 
NR 191 649 Fort, Am Burg, Coul, Islay (No. 125) 

e NR 578 730 Fort, An Dunan, Ardmenish, Jura (No. 126) 
NR 391 468 Fort, An Dunan, Lagavulin, Islay (No. 127) 
NR 364 447 Fort, The Ard, Port Ellen, Islay (No. 129) 

e NR 40 I 453 Fort, Barr an t-Seann Duine, Lagavulin, Islay (No. 130) 
e NR 220 711 Fort, Beinn a' Chaisteil, Islay (No. 131) 
eNR 219711 Settlement, Beinn a' Chaisteil, Islay (No. 131) 
eNR 218711 Enclosure, Beinn a' Chaisteil, Islay (No. 131) 

NR 311 648 Fort, Borraiehill Mor, Bridgend, Islay (No. 133) 
e NR 371 467 Fort, Borraichill Mor, Port Ellen, Islay (No. 134) 

NR 497651 Fort, Breae Dhunan, Jura (No. (35) 
e NR 337623 Fort, Bridgend, Islay (site) (No. 136) 

NR 313404 Fort (possible), Carraig Bun Aibhne, Islay (No. 137) 
NR 291 554 Fort, Cnoe Eabriic, Islay (No. 138) 
NR 511 647 Fort, Creag an Dunain, Jura (No. (39) 
NR 467510 Fort, Creagan na Ceardaieh Moire, Islay (No. 140) 
NR 523649 Fort, Dun an RaDiI, Jura (No. 142) 
NR 431 507 Fort, Dun Beag, Kintour, Islay (No. 143) 

eNR 210689 Fort, Dun Bheolain, Islay (No. 144) 
NR 176574 Fort, Dun Bhoraraig, Islay (No. 145) 
NR 386665 Fort, Cheapasaidh Mor, Islay (No. 146) 

e NR 377 915 Fort, Dim Cholla, Colonsay (No. 147) 
e NR 354890 Fort, Dun Domhnuill , Oronsay (No. 148) 
e NR 382943 Fort, Dun Eibhinn, Colonsay (No. 149) 

NR 348931 Fort, Dun Gallain, Colonsay (No. 150) 
eNR 389648 Fort, Dun Guaire, Islay (No. 151) 

NR 414999 Fort, Dun Meadhonach , Colonsay (No. 153) 
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2.13447 Fort, Dun Mor, Ghil, Islay (No. 154) 

171 565 Fort, Dun na Faing, Lossit Point, Islay (No. 155) 

468 558 Fort, Dun nan Gall, Islay (No. 156) 

371 60 I Fort, Dun Nosebridge, Islay (No. 157) 

389 983 Fort, Dun Tealtaig, Colonsay (No. 158) 

381 982 Fort, Dun Uragaig, Colonsay (No. 159) 

430466 Fort, Fang a' Chaisteil, Islay (No. 160) 

336 746 Fort, Gortantaoid, Islay (No. 161) 

431510 Fort, Loch nan Clach, Islay (No. 162) 

368 969 Fort (possible), Meall Lamalum, Colonsay (No. 163) 

382 451 Fort, Portintruan, Islay (No. 164) 

379 783 Fort, Rubha Bhollsa, Islay (No. 165) 

349753 Fort, Sgairail , Islay (No. 166) 

377 451 Fort, Sron Dubh, Islay (No. 167) 

467 526 Fort, Trudernish Point, Islay (No. 168) 

416 657 Broch, Dun Bhoraraig, Islay (No. 169) 

470 502 Dun, An Dim, Ardmore, Islay (No. 170) 

467513 Dun, An Dun, Mullach Ban, Islay (No. 172) 

221 541 Dun, An Dun, Octofad, Islay (No. 173) 

221 635 Dun, An Dun, Rockside, Islay (No. 174) 

446481 Dun, Ardilistry, Islay (No. 176) 

285 743 Dun (possible), Ardnave, Islay (No. 177) 

347 911 Dun, Ardskenish, Colonsay (No. 178) 

421 995 Dun, Balnahard, Colonsay (No. 179) 

388 948 Dun, Beinn nan Gudairean, Colonsay (No. 180) 

402 958 Dun, Bonveh, Colonsay (No. 181) 

310 645 Dun, Borraichill Mar, Bridgend, Islay (No. 182) 

369466 Dun, Borraichill Mar, Port Ellen, Islay (No. 183) 

489641 Dun, Cabrach, Jura (No. 184) 

239 670 Dun, Carnduncan, Islay (No. 185) 

522669 Dun (possible), Cam Liath, Craighouse, Jura (No. 186) 

455 529 Dun, Cill a' Chubein, Islay (No. 187) 

320461 Dun (probable), Cnoc Boglach na Fola, Islay (No. 188) 

415486 Dun, Cnoc Crun na Maoil, Ardbeg, Islay (No. 189) 

331 526 Dun, Cnoc Grianail , Islay (No. 190) 

523659 Dun, Crackaig, Jura (No. 192) 

252 626 Dun, Creag an Fhithich, Islay (No. 193) 

212575 Dun, Cultoon, Islay (No. 194) 

338 747 Dun, Doodilbeg, Islay (No. 195) 

440 502 Dun, Druim Arn-ir-ach, Islay (No. 196) 

312479 Dun, Dun a' Chail , Islay (No. 197) 

416693 Dun, Dunan Buidhe, Persabus, Islay (No. 198) 

338 428 Dun, Dunan Buidhe, Port Chubaird, Islay (No. 199) 

449 503 Dun, Dunan Charmaic, Islay (No. 200) 

381 934 Dun, Dunan Leathan, Colonsay (No. 20 I) 

177 920 Dun, Dunan nan Con, Colonsay (No. 202) 

415976 Dun, Dunan nan Nighean, Colonsay (No. 203) 

466 540 Dun, Dun an Rubha Buidhe, Islay (No. 204) 

221 614 Dun, Dun Bharr a' Chlaom, Islay (No. 205) 

369 636 Dun, Dun Bruichlinn, Islay (No. 206) 

357 678 Dun, Dun Chollapus, Islay (No. 207) 

207 617 Dun, Dun Chroisprig, Islay (No. 208) 

410 466 Dun, Dun Dearg, Islay (No. 209) 

585771 Dun, Dun Doir' a' Chrorain, Jura (No. 210) 

442 519 Dun, Dun Fhinn, Islay (No. 211) 

224 602 Dun, Dun Glas an Loin Ghuirm, Islay (No. 212) 

365 947 Dun, Dun Meadhonach, Lower Kilchattan, Colonsay 

(No. 213) 
225609 Dun, Dun Mideir, Islay (No. 214) 

243621 Dun, Dun na h-Uamha, Islay (No. 215) 

210691 Dun, Dun nan Nighean, Islay (No. 216) 

403 472 Dun, Gleann Buidhe, Islay (No. 217) 

198558 Dun, Kelsay, Islay (No. 218) 
419641 Dun, Lon Broach I, Islay (No. 219) 

417645 Dun, Lon, Broach 2, Islay (No. 220) 

172 562 Dun, Lossit, Islay (No. 221) 

273432 Dun (possible), Lower Killeyan, Islay (No. 222) 

342 434 Dun, Lurabus, Islay (No. 223) 

402968 Dun, Pairc Gharbh, Colonsay (No. 224) 

409 996 Dun, Port an Obain, Colonsay (No. 225) 

387 781 Dun, Port an t-Sruthain, Islay (No. 226) 

172 548 Dun, Port Froige, Islay (No. 227) 

252 715 Dun, Port na Caillich, Islay (No. 228) 

389 933 Dun, Queens Bay, Colonsay (No. 229) 

667 117 Dun, Rubha Mar, Garbh Eileach, Garvellachs (No. 230) 

330414 Dun, Rubha na Meise Baine. Islay (No. 231) 
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234 711 Dun, Sanaigmore, Islay (No. 232) 

394942 Dun, Scalasaig, Colonsay (No. 233) 

318457 Dun (possible), Sruthan na Cille, Islay (No. 234) 

357 938 Dun, Tobar Fuar, Colonsay (No. 235) 

205 620 Dun, Tnligh Mhachair, Islay (No. 236) 

250665 Hut-circles, field-system and cairns, An Sithean, Islay 

(No. 237) 
427 490 Hut-circle, Ardilistry River, Islay (No. 238) 

565 734 Hut-circles, Ardmenish, Jura (No. 239) 

468512 Hut-circle, Ardmore, Islay (No. 240) 

287730 Hut-circle, Ardnave I, Islay (site) (No. 241) 

413998 Hut-circle, Balnahard, Colonsay (No. 243) 

373918 Hut-circle and field-system, Beinn Arnicil, Colonsay 

(No. 244) 
405 986 Hut-circle, Beinn Bheag, Colonsay (No. 245) 

307 652 Burnt mound, Borraichill Mor, Bridgend, Islay 

(No. 246, I) 
309 652 Burnt mound, Borraichill Mor, Bridgend, Islay 

(No. 246, 2) 
316 645 Burnt mound, Borraichill Mor, Bridgend, Islay 

(No. 246, 3) 
318645 Burnt mound, Borraichill Mor, Bridgend, Islay 

(No. 246,4) 
310645 Hut-circles and cairns, Borraichill Mor, Bridgend, Islay 

(No. 247, I) 
313 647 Hut-circle, Borraichill Mor, Bridgend, Islay (No. 247, 2) 

315 646 Hut-circle, Borraichill Mor, Bridgend, Islay (No. 247, 2) 

256665 Hut-circle and enclosure, Cam Bhioghairt, Islay (No. 249) 

405 470 Hut-circle, Cam Mor, Islay (No. 250) 

336469 Hut-circle, Cornabus Cottage, Islay (No. 252) 

384951 Hut-circle, Corr DhUnan, Colonsay (No. 253) 

449 528 Hut-circle, Creagfinn, Islay (No. 254) 

549 726 Hut-circle and enclosure, Cui a' Bhaile, Jura (No. 255) 

512656 Hut-circle, Druim a' Chreagain, Jura (No. 256) 

35 87 Hut-circle, field-system and cairns, Druim Mor, Oronsay 

(No. 257) 
359960 Hut-circle and field-system, Druim nam Faoileann, 

Colonsay (No. 258) 
319 546 Hut-circle, Duich, Isl~y (No. 259) 

523 654 Enclosure, Diman Ulbha, Jura (No. 260) 

363 907 Field-systems and cairns, Garvard, Colonsay (No. 261) 

261 666 Hut-circles, field-system and cairns, Glacan Daraich, Islay 

(No. 263) 
401 637 Hut-circle, Glasgo Beag, Islay (No. 264, I) 

397 641 Hut-circle, Glasgo Beag, Islay (No. 264, 2) 

410475 Hut-circle, Gleann Buidhe, Islay (No. 265) 

372 939 Hut-circle and field-system , Gleann Raonabuilg, Colonsay 

(No. 266) 
359461 Hut-circle, Goirtean Dubh, Islay (No. 267) 

206 598 Hut-circles, Kilchiaran, Islay (No. 269) 

286 721 Settlements, Kilellan, Isl ay (sites) (No. 270) 

399962 Hut-circle, Kiloran, Colonsay (No. 271) 

446517 Hut-circles, Kintour, Islay (No. 272) 

301 640 Hut-circles and field-system, Lamh-bheinn , Islay (No. 273) 

263 685 Enclosures, field-system and cairns, Larach Liath, Islay 

(No. 274) 
258691 Hut-circles, Laraichean Buidhe, Islay (No. 275, I) 

260 688 Hut-circle, Laraichean Buidhe, Islay (No. 275, 2) 

416482 Hut-circle and field-system, Loch Iarnan, Islay (No. 276) 

301 646 Hut-circles, Lyrabus, Islay (No. 277) 

400741 Hut-circle, Margadale River, Islay (No. 278) 

425 497 Hut-circle, Na Leacan, Islay (No. 279) 

209 684 Hut-circle, Smaull, Islay (No. 280) 

381960 Hut-circle, Torr an Tuirc, Colonsay (No. 281) 

378 948 Field-system (possible), An Gleann, Colonsay (No. 282) 

414998 Field-system (possible), Balnahard, Colonsay (No. 283) 

368 930 Field-system (possible), Beinn na Caorach, Colonsay 

(No. 284) 
377 930 Field-system (possible), Cam Airaigh Shomhairle, 

Colonsay (No. 285) 

402 950 Field-system (possible), Cam Mor, Colonsay (No. 286) 

378 935 Field-system (possible), Cnoc an Ardrigh , Colonsay 

(No. 287) 
385951 Field-system (possible), Corr Dhunan, Colonsay (No. 288) 

397 948 Field-system (possible), Gleann na Glas-Airde, Colonsay 

(No. 289) 
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NR 366938 Field-system (possible), Gleann Raonabuilg, Colonsay 
(No. 290) 

NR 375961 Field-system (possible), Miogaras, Colonsay (No. 291) 
NR 360 883 Viking burials, Cam a' Bharraich, Oronsay (sites) 

(No. 294) 
NR 364 889 Viking burial (possible), Druim Arstail, Oronsay (site) 

(No. 297) 
• NR 409 652 Island-dwelling, Eilean Mhic lain, Loch Lossit, Islay 

(No. 304) 
NR 386 673 Island-dwelling, Eiliean Mhuireill, Loch Finlaggan, Islay 

(No. 305) 
NR 405 663 Crannog, Loch Ballygrant, Islay (No. 309) 

.NR 226695 Island-dwelling, Loch Corr, Islay (No. 311) 
NR 266 712 Island-dwelling, Loch Laingeadail, Islay (No. 312) 
NR 425 688 Island-dwelling, Loch nan Deala, Islay (No. 313) 
NR 447486 Chapel, Ardilistry, Islay (No. 315) 
NR 384914 Burial-ground, Balaruminmore, Colonsay (No. 317) 
NR 267 614 Chapel and burial-ground, Bruichladdich, Islay (site) 

(No. 320) 
NR 240 566 Chapel and burial-ground, Cam, Port Charlotte, Islay 

(No. 321) 
NR 453 528 Chapel, Cill a' Chubein, Trudernish, Islay (No. 323) 
NR 462 533 Burial-ground, Cill an Ailein, Trudernish, Islay (No. 325) 

• NR 421 998 Chapel and burial-ground, Cill Chaitriona, Balnahard, 
Colonsay (No. 326) 

NR 414686 Chapel and burial-ground, Cill Chaluim Chille, Kiells, 
Islay (No. 327) 

NR 609 822 Chapel and burial-ground, Cill Chaluim Chi lie, Tarbert, 
Jura (No. 328) 

NR 314411 Chapel, Cill Chomhan, Islay (No. 330) 
NR 524 687 Church (site) and burial-ground, Cill Earnadail, Keils, 

Jura (No. 331) 
NR 279 433 Chapel, Cill Eathain, Islay (No. 332) 
NR 298 669 Chapel and burial-ground, Cill Eileagain, Craigens, Islay 

(site) (No. 333) 
NR 403 694 Chapel and burial-ground, Cill Eileagain, Mulreesh, Islay 

(site) (No. 334) 
NR 401 458 Chapel, Cill Mhoire, Lagavulin, Islay (No. 336) 
NR 377 957 Chapel and burial-ground, Cill Mhoire, Upper Kilchattan, 

Colonsay (No. 338) 
NR 373 457 Chapel , Cill Tobar Lasrach, Islay (No. 340) 
NR 186 524 Chapel, Cladh Eilisteir, Portnahaven, Islay (No. 342) 
NR 443 705 Burial-ground, Cladh nan Eireannach, Jura (No. 345) 
NR 389 940 Parish church, Colonsay (No. 348) 

• NR 394 967 Cross-fragment, Colonsay House, Colonsay (No. 349) 
NR 527 677 Parish church, Craighouse, Jura (No. 350) 

• NRc.357 458 Cross-slab, Doid Mhairi, Port Ellen, Islay (No. 351) 
NR 366 664 Chapel and burial-ground, Duisker I, Islay (No. 352) 
NR 360 667 Chapel and burial-ground, Duisker 2, Islay (No. 353) 

• NM 640 097 Early Christian monastery, chapel and settlement, Eileach 
an Naoimh, Garvellachs (No. 354) 

• NR 211 536 Chapel and burial-ground, Gleann na Gaoith' , Islay 
(No. 356) 

NR 417 687 Cross, Kiells, Islay (No. 358) 
NR 335 625 Old parish church (site) and burial-ground, Kilarrow, 

Islay (No. 359) 
• NR 311 596 Kilarrow parish church, Bowmore, Islay (No. 360) 

NR 384 464 Chapel , Kilbride, Islay (No. 363) 
NR 362 950 Old parish church, Kilchattan, Colonsay (No. 364) 
NR 204 601 Chapel and burial-ground, Ki1chiaran, Islay (No. 365) 

.NR 216632 Parish church and burial-ground, Ki1choman, Islay 
(No. 366) 

• NR 458 508 Old parish church, Kildalton, Islay (No. 367) 
NR 644 870 Chapel (site) and burial-ground, Killchianaig, Inverlussa, 

Jura (No. 369) 
NR 388 653 Old parish church, Kilmeny, Islay (No. 370) 
NR 389657 Parish church, Kilmeny, Islay (No. 371) 
NM 718056 Chapel, Kilmory, Scarba (No. 372) 
NR 344 452 Chapel and burial-ground, Kilnaughton, Islay (No. 373) 

• NR 285715 Chapel, Kilnave, Islay (No. 374) 
NR 421 673 Chapel and burial-ground, Kilsleven, Port Askaig, Islay 

(site) (No. 375) 
NR 457513 Cross-fragment, Kintour, Islay (No. 376) 
NR 294 558 Chapel (site) and burial-ground, Laggan, Islay (No. 378) 
NR 367 932 Cross-marked stone, Machrins, Colonsay (No. 382) 

• NR 291 758 Chapel and burial-ground, Nave Island, Islay (No. 383) 
• NR 224 548 Chapel and burial-ground, Nereabolls I, Islay (No. 384) 
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NR 227 553 Chapel (site) and burial-ground, Nereabolls 2, Islay 
(No. 385) 

• NR 349 889 Oronsay Priory (No. 386) 
NR 164 516 Chapel and burial-ground, Orsay, Islay (No. 387) 
NR 167 522 Church, Portnahaven, Islay (No. 388) 

• NR 405954 Chapel and burial-ground, Riasg Buidhe, Colonsay (site) 
(No. 389) 

NR 374917 Teampull a' Ghlinne, Colonsay (No. 390) 
NR 390438 Chapel and burial-ground, Texa, Islay (No. 391) 
NRc.363 458 Cross-fragment, Tighcargaman, Port Ellen, Islay (No. 392) 
NR 404 986 Tobar Chaluim Chille, Colonsay (No. 393) 
NR 299473 Chapel, Tockmal, Islay (No. 396) 
NR 460 525 Cross-marked stone, Trudernish, Islay (No. 397) 
NR 294 674 A' Chrannag, Craigens, Islay (No. 398) 

.NR 471 626 Claig Castle, Jura (No. 400) 
NR 284407 Fortification, Dun Athad, Islay (No. 401) 

• NM 6712 Dun Chonaill Castle, Garvellachs (No. 402) 
& 68 12 

• NR 405 454 Dunivaig Castle, Islay (No. 403) 
.NR 388681 Castle, Finlaggan, Islay (No. 404) 

NR 386 972 Fortification, Loch an Sgoltaire, Colonsay (No. 405) 
• NR 234 654 Castle, Loch Gorm, Islay (No. 406) 

NR 284731 Ardnave House, Islay (No. 407) 
NR 31 59 Bowmore, Islay (No. 408) 
NR 395 568 Colonsay House, Kiloran, Colonsay (No. 409) 
NR 270 643 Foreland House, Islay (No. 410) 
NR 334629 Islay House, Islay (No. 411) 
NR 335628 Islay Home Farm (No. 411) 
NR 321 627 Islay House, Islay: West Tower (No. 411) 
NR 335 624 Islay House, Islay: East Tower (No. 411) 
NR 217632 Former manse, Ki1choman, Islay (No. 412) 
NR 387656 Former manse, Kilmeny, Islay (No. 413) 
NR 25 58 Port Charlotte, Islay (No. 414) 
NR 36 45 Port Ellen, Islay (No. 415) 
NR 16 52 Portnahaven, Islay (No. 416) 
NR 16 51 Port Wemyss, Islay (No. 417) 
NR 681 935 Township, An Cam, Jura (No. 418) 
NR 406986 Shieling, Beinn Bheag, Colonsay (No. 419) 
NR 410 985 Shieling, Carnan Eoin, Colonsay (No. 420) 
NM 672 122 Cruck-framed house and corn-drying kiln, Garbh Eileach, 

Garvellachs (No. 421) 
• NR 525 683 Cruck-framed buildings, Keils, Jura (No. 422) 
• NR 206 603 Farmsteading, Kilchiaran, Islay (No. 423) 

NR 337 435 Township, Lurabus, Islay (No. 424) 
• NR 403 739 Shieling, Margadale, Islay (No. 425) 

NR 406 955 Riasg Buidhe, Colonsay (No. 426) 
NR 299473 Township, Tockmal, Islay (No. 427) 
NR 660891 Corn-drying kiln. Torran Dubha. Ardlussa, Jura (No. 428) 
NR 368 466 Millstone-quarry, Borraichill Mor, Port Ellen, Islay 

(No. 429) 
NR 371 468 Millstone-quarry, Borraichill Mor, Port Ellen, Islay 

(No. 429) 
NR 544 720 Bridge, Corran River, Jura (No. 430) 
NR 564 735 Horizontal mill, Druim a' Mhuilinn, Jura (No. 431) 
NR 458 478 Quem-quarries, Eilean Bl1ride, Islay (No. 433) 
NR 440692 Jetty, Feolin, Jura (No. 434) 
NR 272 646 Tileworks, Foreland, Islay (No. 435) 
NR 40 I 687 Former engine-house, with associated adit and shafts, 

Mulreesh, Islay (No. 436) 
NR 39 63 Former open-cast lead-workings, North and South 

Ardachy, Islay (No. 436) 
NR 387452 Laphroaig Distillery, Islay (No. 437) 
NR 264612 Bruichladdich Distillery, Islay (No. 437) 
NR 414462 Malt-barns, Ardbeg Distillery, Islay (No. 437) 
NR 404457 Malt-barn, Lagavulin Distillery, Islay (No. 437) 
NR 358458 Warehouses, Port Ellen Distillery, Islay (No. 437) 
NR 429 700 Warehouse, Caol Ba Distillery, Islay (No. 437) 
NR 598 785 Harbour, Lagg, Jura (No. 438) 
NR 349 443 Lighthouse, Port Ellen, Islay (No. 439) 

• NR 351 632 Woollen mill, Redhouses, Islay (No. 440) 
• NR 163514 Rinns of Islay Lighthouse, Orsay, Islay (No. 441) 

NR 425 791 Ruvaal Lighthouse, Islay (No. 442) 
NR 527671 Old pier, Small Isles Harbour, Craighouse, Jura (No. 443) 
NR 295 479 Enclosure, Ard Fhraoch, Islay (No. 445) 
NR 283 411 Enclosure, Bealach nan Crann, Islay (No. 446) 
NR 344 451 Enclosure, Caisteal Dhonnachaidh, Islay (No. 447) 
NR 364599 Enclosure, Caisteal Mhic Dhomhnuill, Islay (No. 448) 



NR 432 465 Enclosure, Cnoc a' Chaisteil, Islay (No. 449) 
NR 57 91 Caves, Corpach, Jura (No. 450) 
NR 278438 Enclosure, Giol, Islay (No. 451) 

e NR 286 465 Earthwork, Gleann Bun an Easa, Islay (No. 452) 
NR 402 789 Enclosure, Lon na Cnuasachd, Islay (No. 453) 
NR 313 479 Enclosure, Na Duintean, Islay (No. 454) 
NR 383 457 Enclosure, Portintruan, Islay (No. 455) 

CUMBERNAULD AND KILSYTH DISTRICT 
The number in brackets following each name refers to the 
serial number of the entry in RCAMS, The Archaeological 
Sites and Monuments of Scotland, 2 (Cumbernauld and 
Kilsyth District, and Strathkelvin District, Strathclyde 
Region, revised edition, /982) . 

NS 779 779 Barrow, Tollpark (site) (No. 3) 
eNS 720762 Antonine Wall (No. 11) 

to 787 782 
NS 754761 Roman altar, Carrickstone (No. 12) 

eNS 733 765 Roman fort and settlement, Croy Hill (site) (No. 13) 
eNS 732 764 Roman fortlet, Croy Hill (site) (No. 14) 
eNS 728762 Roman 'signalling platform', Croy Hill (No. 15) 
eNS 727762 Roman 'signalling platform', Croy Hill (No. 15) 

NS 746 767 Roman temporary camps, Dullatur House (sites) (No. 16) 
NS 786779 Roman temporary camp, Garnhall I (site) (No. 17) 
NS 780779 Roman temporary camp, Garnhall 2 (site) (No. 18) 
NS 778774 Roman temporary camp, Tollpark (site) (No. 19) 

eNS 760 773 Roman fort, Westerwood (No. 20) 
NS 758 729 Earthwork, Blairlinn (site) (No. 21) 
NS 747783 Enclosure, Girnal Hill, Townhead (No. 22) 

eNS 742 785 Enclosure, Townhead (No. 23) 
eNS 764 760 Parish church and burial-ground, Cumbernauld (No. 26) 

NS 717 772 Old parish church and burial-ground, Cumbernauld 
(No. 27) 

eNS 70 I 781 Motte, Balcastle (No. 28) 
eNS 735 782 Motte, Castle Hill, Colzium (No. 29) 

NS 728 787 Colzium Castle (No. 30) 
NS 772 759 Castle, Cumbernauld (site) (No. 31) 
NS 717786 Castle, Kilsyth (No. 32) 
NS 783 772 Building, Castlecary Glen (No. 35) 
NS 760 773 Corn-drying kiln and building, Westerwood (sites) 

(No. 39) 
NS 774 760 The Mote, Cumbernauld House (No. 40) 

KYLE AND CARRICK DISTRICT 
The number in brackets follOWing each name refers to the 
serial number of the entry in RCAMS, The Archaeological 
Sites and Monuments of Scotland, 14 (South Carrick, Kyle 
and Carrick District, Strathclyde Region , 198/). 

e NX 263 845 Chambered cairn, Balmalloch (No. 2) 
e NX 183 792 Chambered cairn, Cave Cairn, Arecleoch (No. 3) 

NX 248 774 Chambered cairn, Craigance (No. 4) 
NX 173817 Long cairn, Loch Hill (No. 5) 
NX 123 723 Long cairn, Shennas (No. 6) 
NX 275 770 Cairn, Arnsheen 2 (No. 9) 

e NX 103 836 Cairn, Balnowlart Hill I (No. 10) 
NX 102835 Cairn, Balnowlart Hill 2 (No. 11) 

eNX 101835 Cairn, Balnowlart Hill 3 (No. 12) 
NX 164 763 Cairn, Cairn Hill of the Moil (No. 15) 
NX 114815 Cairn, Cairn Leys, Kilwhannel (No. 17) 
NX 286778 Barrows, Corwar Burn I (No. 21) 
NX 287 780 Barrows, Corwar Burn 2 (No. 22) 

e NX 097 783 Cairn, Craigie Fell (No. 23) 
NX 146854 Cairn, Craigneil (No. 24) 

e NX 279 839 Cairn, Darnaconnar (No. 25) 
NX 245 757 Cairn, Darnarroch (No. 26) 

eNX 112716 Cairn, Drumanwherran I (No. 28) 
NX 112715 Cairn, Drumanwherran 2 (No. 29) 
NX III 714 Cairn, Drumanwherran 3 (No. 30) 
NX 110715 Cairn, Drumanwherran 4 (No. 31) 
NX 109721 Cairn, Drumanwherran 5 (No. 32) 
NX 068 762 Cairn, Drumduff (No. 33) 
NX 137 740 Cairns, Drumley, Barnvannoch (No. 34) 
NX 116 742 Cairn, Drummanmoan Loan (No. 35) 
NX 225 830 Cairn, Duisk Lodge (No. 36) 
NX 104730 Cairn, Friar's Kirk I (No. 40) 
NX 102732 Cairn, Friar's Kirk 2 (No. 41) 

eNX 209853 Cairn, Glenduisk (No. 43) 
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NX 133 719 Cairn, Grey Hill, Shennas (No. 44) 
NX 305 800 Cairn, Halfmerk Hill (No. 48) 
NX 149 785 Cairn, Kilmoray (No. 49) 
NX 162889 Cairn, Knockdaw Hill (No. 50) 
NX 113848 Cairn, Knockdolian (No. 51) 
NX 123 729 Cairn, Laganabeastie Burn, Shennas (No. 53) 

e NX 130 727 Cairn, Laganabeastie Hill I (No. 54) 
eNX 130727 Cairn, Laganabeastie Hill 2 (No. 55) 

NX 253 829 Cairn, Laggan I (No. 56) 
NX 260 828 Cairn, Laggan 2 (No. 57) 

e NX 101 867 Barrow, Little Bennane (No. 58) 
e NX 151 839 Cairn, Loch Meraddie (No. 59) 

NX 076 733 Cairns, Low Mark , Glen App (No. 60) 
e NX 095 831 Cairn, Mains Hill (No. 61) 
e NX 088 743 Cairn, Millmoan Hill, Glen App (No. 62) 

NX 064 751 Cairn, Penderry Hill (No. 63) 
NX 268871 Cairn, Roughlea Burn (No. 66) 
NX 121 844 Cairn, Sallochan (No. 67) 
NX 130 846 Cairn , Sallochan Hill (No. 68) 
NX 308 858 Cairn, Standard (No. 69) 
NX 233814 Cairn, West Altercannoch (No. 71) 

e NX 218 824 Cairn, White Cairn (No. 72) 
NX 271 766 Small cairns, Arnsheen I (No. 74) 

e NX 273761 Small cairns, Arnsheen 2 (No. 75) 
e NX 263 844 Small cairns, Balmalloch (No. 76) 
e NX 143737 Small cairns, Barnvannoch (No. 77) 

NX 269 809 Small cairns, Killantringan (No. 83) 
NX 257 789 Small cairns, Pollgowan Burn, Knockycoid I (No. 87) 

e NX 304 851 Small cairns, Standard (No. 91) 
e NX 053 742 Ritual enclosure, Finnarts Hill (No. 95) 
e NX 055 745 Standing stones, Finnarts Hill (No. 97) 
e NX 087 818 Standing stones, Garleffin (No. 98) 

NX 178 822 Standing stone, Stinnen Stane (No. 99) 
eNX 116851 Fort, Duniewick (No. 101) 
e NX 141 739 Hut-circles and field-system, Barnvannoch (No. 102) 

NX 103 753 Hut-circles, Drumdowns, Altimeg (No. 103) 
e NX 243 795 Hut-circles and field-system, High Altercannoch I 

(No. 104) 
e NX 244797 Hut-circle, High Altercannoch 2 (No. 105) 
e NX 243 789 Hut-circle and field-system, High Altercannoch 3 

(No. 106) 
NX 117 804 Hut-circle and field-system, Kilwhannel High Plantation I 

(No. 107) 
e NX 120804 Hut-circles and small cairns, Kilwhannel High Plantation 

2 (No. 108) 
NX 237 766 Hut-circle, Long Loch (No. 109) 

e NX 076734 Hut-circles, Low Mark, Glen App (No. 110) 
NX 304 854 Hut-circle, Standard (No. Ill) 
NX 191 884 Earthwork, Bargain Hill (No. 117) 
NX 205 763 Enclosure, Chirmorie Cairn (No. 120) 
NX 093851 Earthwork , Corseclays 1 (site) (No. 121) 
NX 066798 Earthwork, Craigview I (No. 125) 
NX 071 799 Enclosure, Craigview 2 (site) (No. 126) 
NX 293 772 Enclosure, Dornal (No. 127) 
NX 305 794 Enclosure, Dornal Hill (No. 128) 
NX 249 807 Enclosure, High Altercannoch I (No. 131) 
NX 245 788 Enclosure, High Altercannoch 2 (No. 132) 
NX 244 877 Enclosure, Kilbride Knowe, Mark (No. 133) 

• NX 235841 Enclosure, Knockmalloch (No. 134) 
NX 138 752 Enclosure, Lagafater Lodge (No. 135) 
NX 257 829 Enclosure, Laggan 2 (No. 137) 
NX 261 826 Enclosure, Laggan 3 (No. 138) 
NX 107 857 Earthwork , Liggetcheek (No. 140) 
NX 186859 Enclosure, Pinwherry Hill (No. 141) 
NX 083 824 Old parish church, Kennedy Aisle and burial-ground, 

Ballantrae (No. 142) 
• NX 144 857 Parish church and burial-ground, Colmonell (No. 144) 

NX 205862 Cross-shaft, Fardenreoch (No. 145) 
eNX 116838 St Cuthberl's Church and burial-ground, Kirkholm 

(No. 147) 
eNX 133895 Motte, Little Carleton (No. 151) 
e NX 086 824 Ardstinchar Castle (No. 154) 
e NX 133 895 Tower-house, Carleton Castle (No. 155) 
e NX 147 853 Tower-house, Craigneil Castle (No. 156) 
e NX 145859 Tower-house, Kirkhill Castle (No. 158) 

NX 151 897 Knockdaw Castle (No. 159) 
e NX 122 853 Tower-house, Knockdolian Castle (No. 160) 
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e NX 197867 Tower-house, Pinwherry Castle (No. 161) 
e NX 224755 Farmstead and cultivation remains, Airyewn (No. 163) 

NX 092 840 Building, Balig (No. 164) 
NX 204844 Farmstead, Ballaird (No. 165) 
NX 095832 Farmstead, Balnowlart I (No. 166) 
NX 096 833 Building, Balnowlart 2 (No. 167) 
NX 101 835 Farmstead and cultivation remains, Balnowlart Hill 

(No. 168) 
NX 123886 Farmstead, Balsalloch Hill (No. 169) 
NX 319 782 Farmstead and cultivation remains, Barjarg (No. 170) 
NX 306 772 Fa rmstead, Barwinnock (No. 173) 
NX 3 11 770 Farmstead, Barwinnock Hill (No. 174) 
NX 139 827 Farmstead, Bellimore-on-Tig (No. 175) 
NX 262 838 Farmstead, Cammock Burn (No. 176) 
NX 260 808 Farmstead, Chapel Croft, Killantringan (No. 178) 
NX 220 760 Building, Chirmorie I (No. 179) 
NX 312847 Farmstead and cultivation remains, Clauchrierob 

(No. 181) 
NX 321 853 Farmstead and culti vation remains, C1auchrieskaig 

(No. 182) 
NX 170874 Building, Craig Hill (No. 183) 
NX 269 822 Farmstead, Crongart, Standard (No. 185) 
NX 241 755 Farmstead, Darnarroch (No. 186) 
NX 144 877 Farmstead, Garna Burn (No. 190) 
NX 182 827 Farmstead, Glenour I (No. 191) 

e NX 275 853 Farmstead and cultivation remains, Half Merk (No. 193) 
e NX 243 876 Farmstead and cultivation remains, Kilbride Knowe 

(No. 197) 
NX 195781 Farmstead, Kilgrossan (No. 198) 
NX 124737 Huts, Laganabeastie Burn (No. 199) 

e NX 174 860 Farmstead and cultivation remains, Laigh Dangart 
(No. 200) 

NX 294 762 Island-dwelling, Loch Dornal (No. 20 I) 
NX 298 822 Island-dwelling, Loch Goosey (No. 202) 
NX 183811 Huts, Loch Hill (No. 203) 
NX 138873 Farmstead, Lochton Hill (No. 204) 

e NX 107 843 Farmstead, Macherquhat (No. 2(5) 
NX 252 878 Farmstead, Mark (No. 206) 
NX 078 743 Farmstead, Mark , Glen App I (No. 207) 
NX 077 743 Building, Mark , Glen App 2 (No. 208) 
NX 100864 Farmstead, Meikle Bennane (No. 209) 
NX 058 718 Farmstead, Old Park of the Gleick (No. 213) 

e NX 186 854 Farmsteads, Pinwherry Hill (No. 2 r 4) 
NX 105725 Huts, Pinwhisk.ie (No. 215) 

e NX 235 815 Farmstead and cultivation remains, West Altercannoch 
(No. 217) 

NX 092822 Flint scatters, Ballantrae (No. 218) 
to 074808 

NX 091 861 Bennane Cave (No. 219) 
NX 248 812 Platform, High Altercannoch (No. 220) 

e NX 090832 Windmill, Mill Hill (No. 221) 

KYLE AND CARRICK DISTRICT 
The number in brackets following each name refers to the 
serial number of the entry in RCA MS, The Archaeological 
Sites and Monuments of Scotland, 17 (North Carrick . Kyle 
and Carrick District , Strathclyde Region . 1983). 

NS 247 123 Flint scatter, Castlehill Farm, Dunure (site) (No. I) 
NS 204035 Flint scatter, Dowhill (site) (No. 2) 
NS 204 047 Flint scatter, Drumbeg (site) (No. 3) 
NS 249 147 Flint scatter, Dunure Mains (site) (No. 4) 
NS 248 146 Flint scatter, Dunure Mains (site) (No. 4) 
NX 204987 Flint scatter, Enoch, Girvan I (site) (No. 5) 
NX 209 993 Flint scatter, Enoch, Girvan 2 (site) (No. 6) 
NX 192 999 Flint scatter, Girvan Mains I (site) (No. 7) 
NX 186 988 Flint scatter, Girvan Mains 2 (site) No. 8) 
NS 195000 Flint scatter, Girvan Mains 3 (site) (No. 9) 
NX 199 997 Flint scatter, Girvan Mains 4 (site) (No. 10) 
NX 200 997 Flint scatter, Girvan Mains 4 (site) (No. 10) 
NS 223001 Flint scatter, Killochan , Girvan (site) (No. 11) 
NS 249 129 Flint scatter, Knoweside, Dunure (site) (No. 12) 
NS 209 000 Flint scatter, Macrindlestone, Girvan I (site) (No. 13) 
NX 210998 Flint scatter, Macrindlestone, Girvan 2 (site) (No. 14) 
NS 210075 Flint scatter, Maidens I (site) (No. 15) 
NS 220 083 Flint scatter, Maidens 2 (site) No. 16) 
NS 217 078 Flint scatter, Maidens 3 (site) (No. 17) 
NX 219995 Flint sca tter, Mote Wood, Old Dailly (site) (No. 18) 
NX 213996 Flint scatters, Robstone, Girvan (sites) (No. 19) 
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NX 180 955 Flint scatter, Shalloch Hill, Girvan (site) (No. 20) 
NX 479941 Flint scatter, Starr, Loch Doon (site) (No. 21) 
NX 482 939 Flint scatter, Starr, Loch Doon (site) (No. 21) 
NX 483937 Flint scatter, Starr, Loch Doon (site) (No. 21) 
NX 484 931 Flint scatter, Starr, Loch Doon (site) (No. 21) 

eNS 41 2027 Chambered cairn, Baing Loch (No. 22) 
e NX 337 944 Chambered cairns, The Druid's Grave, Bencallen (No. 23) 
eNS 450 050 Cairn, Auchenroy Hill (No. 24) 

NX 263 945 Cairn, Auchensoul Hill (No. 25) 
e NX 247 965 Cairn, Balcletchie (No. 26) 
e NX 22 1 907 Cairn, Balligmorrie I (No. 28) 

NX 222 908 Cairn, Balligmorrie 2 (No. 29) 
NX 334 948 Cairn, Bencallen (No. 30) 

e NX 355 870 Cairn, Cairnfore, Kirriereoch (No. 32) 
e NX 307 907 Cairn, Cairn Hill, Barr (No. 33) 

NS 26602 1 Cairn, Cairn Hill, Dl!lquharran (No. 34) 
NS 218048 Cairn, Cairn Hill, Macawston (No. 37) 

eNS 278 059 Cairn, Craigdow (No. 38) 
NX 178 942 Cairn, Craiglea, Drumfairn (No. 39) 

e NX 320 960 Cairn, Dalquhairn (No. 41) 
NS 463 057 Barrow, Doon Bridge (No. 42) 

eNS 258 041 Cairn, East Threave (No. 44) 
NX 256984 Cairn, Hughes Knolls, Little Lane (No. 47) 
NX 210 912 Cairn , Kilpatrick I (No. 48) 
NX 2099 10 Cairn , Kilpatrick 2 (No. 49) 

eNS 429005 Cairn, Knockdon I (No. 51) 
NS 439 007 Cairn, Knockdon 2 (No. 52) 

e NX 306 955 Cairn, Knockeen (No. 53) 
NX 363 997 Cairn, Knockoner (No. 54) 
NX 266 959 Cairn , The Lanes I (No. 55) 
N)): 267 964 Cairn, The Lanes 2 (No. 56) 
NS 283 059 Cairn, Lochspouts (No. 57) 
NX 293 975 Cairn, Milton Burn (No. 58) 
NS 264 100 Cairn, Mochrum Hill (No. 59) 

e NX 348 937 Cairn, Pinbreck Hill (No. 60) 
NX 33 1 952 Cairn, Pinvalley (No. 61) 
NS 240 060 Cairn, Prop Hill, Hallowshean (No. 62) 
NS 433 062 Cairn, Red Burn Bridge (No. 63) 
NX 212973 Cairn, Saugh Hill I (No. 65) 
NX 207 971 Cairn, Saugh Hill 2 (No. 66) 

eNX 212971 Barrow, Saugh Hill 3 (No. 67) 
NX 366 889 Cai rn , Tarfessock (No. 69) 
NX 211 960 Cairn , Troweir Hill (No. 70) 
NS 462 043 Cairn, Wee Cairn Hill, Dalcairnie (No. 71) 

eNS 467007 Cairn, White Laise, Beoch (No. 73) 
NS 364 031 Small cairns, Cawin (No. 74) 
NS 441 002 Small cairns, Fence of Knockdon (No. 75) 
NS 435008 Small cairns, Knockdon (No. 76) 
NS 247001 Burials, Bargany House 1 (sites) (No. 77) 
NS 379035 Burial, Bennan Hill I (site) (No. 79) 
NS 244 080 Burial, Kirklands (site) (No. 86) 
NS 207 077 Standing stone, Bain's Hill (No. 88) 
NS 309 103 Standing stone, Lyonston (No. 90) 

eNS 394027 Fort, Doonans Hill (No. 91) 
eNS 347 124 Fort, Dowan's Hill , Dunree (No. 92) 

NX 190996 Fort, Girvan Mains (site) (No. 93) 
eNS 244 061 Fort, Hallowshean (No. 94) 
eNS 298 073 Fort, Kildoon Hill (No. 95) 
e NX 259 989 Fort, Maxwellston Hill (No. 96) 
eNS 257 I11 Dun, Balchriston (No. 97) 

NX 209 979 Dun, Brae Hill (No. 98) 
NS 285 035 Dun, Captain's Bridge, Drummochreen (No. 99) 
NS 222 014 Dun, Craighead Hill (No. 100) 
NS 246 120 Dun, Dead Knowe, Castlehill (No. 101) 
NX 192 960 Dun, Dow Hill (No. 102) 
NS 277 11 8 Dun, Howmoor (No. 103) 

e NS 337 139 Dun, Monkwood Mains (No. 104) 
NS 298001 Dun, Mote Knowe (No. 105) 

eNS 395 029 Dun, Mote of the Doonans (No. 106) 
NS 402 023 Homestead , Baing (No. 107) 
NS 235 004 Palisaded enclosure, Cairnhill (si te) (No. 108) 

e NX 209993 Palisaded settlemen ts, Enoch (si tes) (No. 109) 
NS 222 003 Palisaded enclosure, Killochan (site) (No. 110) 

eNS 437 011 Homestead , Knockdon (No. Ill) 
NX 184957 Palisaded enclosure, Shalloch Hill (site) (No. 112) 

eNS 338 097 Crannog, Drumore Loch (No. 113) 
NS 287 058 Crannog, Lochspouts (No. 114) 
NX 191 997 Ring-ditch, Girvan Mains (site) (No. 11 5) 



NX 191991 Roman temporary camp, Girvan Mains I (site) (No. 116) 
NX 188990 Roman temporary camp, Girvan Mains 2 (site) (No. 117) 
NS 335 099 Earthwork, Barlaugh (No. 118) 

eNS 285 035 Earthwork, Captain's Bridge, Drummochreen (No. 119) 
NS 267018 Enclosure, Dalquharran COlliery (site) (No. 121) 
NS 398 028 Enclosure, Doonans Hill (No. 122) 
NS 208 048 Enclosure, Drumbeg (site) (No. 123) 
NX 207991 Earthwork, Enoch (site) (No. 124) 
NX 195991 Enclosures, Girvan Mains I (sites) (No. 125) 
NX 193993 Enclosure, Girvan Mains 2 (site) (No. 126) 
NS 353 109 Earthwork, Guiltreehill I (No. 127) 
NX 194 921 Earthwork, High Letterpin (No. 129) 
NX 197 983 Enclosure, Houdston (site) (No. 130) 
NS 266 043 Enclosure, Kirk Hill (No. 131) 
NX 189972 Enclosure, Mote Hill Road, Girvan (No. 133) 
NS 212030 Earthwork, Ward Hill (No. \35) 
NX 275941 Old parish church and burial-ground, Barr (No. 136) 

eNS 275 083 Crossraguel Abbey (No. 139) 
NS 270016 Parish church and burial-ground, Dailly (No. 140) 

eNX 186982 Old parish church and burial-ground, Girvan (No. 141) 
NS 311 032 The Lady Chapel, Kilkerran (No. 142) 

e NX 253 928 Chapel, Kirkdominae (No. 143) 
NS 345 089 Parish church and burial-ground, Kirkmichael (No. 144) 

eNS 238 075 Old parish church and burial-ground, Kirkoswald, 
(No. 145) 

NS 292 011 Chapel, Machrikil (No. 146) 
e NX 225 993 Old parish church and burial-ground, Old Dailly 

(No. 147) 
eNS 380048 Parish church and burial-ground, Strditon (No. 148) 
e NX 200 931 Motte, Dinvin (No. 149) 

NX 185971 Motte, Doune Knoll (No. 150) 
eNS 202029 Motte, Dowhill Mount (No. 151) 

NS 218073 Motte, Shanter Knowe (No. 152) 
NS 346 136 Motte, Woodlands (No. 153) 
NX 169945 Tower-house, Ardmillan Castle (No. 154) 

eNS 282 087 Tower-house, Balterston Castle (No. 156) 
NS 26001 1 Tower-house, Brunston Castle (No. 160) 
NX 215987 Camregan Castle (No. 161) 

eNS 232 102 Culzean Castle (No. 163) 
eNS 272 018 Dalquharran Castle (No. 165) 

NS 279 026 Castle, Drummochreen (No. 167) 
NS 430 080 Keirs Castle (No. 169) 

eNS 293005 Tower-house, Kilkerran Castle (No. 171) 
NX 426 970 Castle, Loch Bradan (No. 173) 

e NX 488 947 Loch Doon Castle (No. 174) 
NS 263 024 Tower-house, Lochmodie Castle (No. 175) 

eNS 239095 Tower-house, Thomaston Castle (No. 178) 
eNS 196 072 Turnberry Castle (No. 179) 

NX 331971 Building, Auchengairn (No. 181) 
eNX 267938 Farmstead and cultivation remains, Auchensoul (No. 183) 

NX 259951 Shielings, Auchensoul Hill I (No. 184) 
NX 263 951 Shielings, Auchensoul Hill 2 (No. 185) 
NS 401 023 Farmstead, Baing (No. 186) 
NX 239 962 Farmstead, Balgaverie 2 (No. 188) 
NX 222 907 Farmstead, Balligmorrie (No. 189) 
NS 359 029 Farmstead, Black Hill of Knockgardner (No. 190) 
NS 255 071 Building, Blanefield (No. 191) 
NX 303 974 Farmstead, Braker (No. 192) 
NS 297 115 Farmstead, Brockloch Castle, East Brockloch (No. 193) 
NX 179947 Farmstead, Byne Hill I (No. 194) 
NX 177 947 Huts, 8yne Hill 2 (No. 195) 
NS 423010 Farmstead and cultivation remains, Claik Bum (No. 197) 
NX 165914 Hut, Currarie (No. 198) 
NX 307963 Farmstead, Daljedburgh (No. 199) 
NX 317 966 Huts, Daljedburgh Hill 1 (No. 200) 
NX 324971 Huts, Daljedburgh Hill 2 (No. 201) 

eNS 463 055 Farmstead and cultivation remains, Dalnean Hill 
(No. 202) 

NX 285 986 Shielings, Delarnford (No. 203) 
NS 308 002 Farmstead, Dobbingstone (No. 204) 

e NX 494 965 Medieval settlement. Donald's Isle. Loch Doon (No. 205) 
NX 277 903 Farmstead, Drumneillie HIli (No. 206) 
NX 234 939 Farmstead, Dupin (No. 207) 
NS 363 031 Farmstead, Dyke I (No. 208) 
NS 365032 Hut, Dyke 2 (No. 209) 
NS 368037 Huts, Dyke 3 (No. 210) 
NX 265980 Shielings, Faikham Rig I (No. 211) 

MONUMENTS WORTHY OF PRESERVATION 

NX 263982 Huts, Faikham Rig 2 (No. 212) 
NX 189907 Huts, Fell Hill (No. 213) 

eNS 426004 Farmstead and cultivation remains, Fore Burn I (No. 214) 
NS 425001 Huts, Fore Burn 2 (No. 215) 
NS 403058 Building, Gass I (No. 216) 
NS 412054 Farmstead, Gass 2 (No. 217) 
NS 415052 Building, Gass 3 (No. 218) 
NS 421 055 Building, Gass 4 (No. 219) 
NS 423019 Hut, Glenauchie Burn (No. 220) 
NX 277 950 Farmstead, Glengennet I (No. 221) 
NX 280 952 Building, Glengennet 2 (No. 222) 
NS 452 022 Farmstead and cultivation remains, Glenmount (No. 223) 
NS 286044 Farmstead, Glenshalloch Wood (No. 224) 

eNS 470021 Farmstead and cultivation remains, Glessel (No. 225) 
NS 442 075 Farmstead, Grimmet (No. 226) 
NX 249 929 Farmstead, Kirkland (No. 228) 

eNS 370005 Farmstead and cultivation remains, Knockoner Burn 
(No. 229) 

NS 371 011 Huts, Knockskae I (No. 230) 
NS 370012 Huts, Knockskae 2 (No. 231) 
NX 206955 Huts, Laggan Loch (No. 232) 
NX 274913 Huts, Lagganmonie Burn (No. 233) 
NS 398 051 Farmstead, Largs (No. 234) 
NS 450 027 Farmstead and cultivation remains, Little Shalloch 

(No. 235) 
NX 170923 Building, Loch Lochton (No. 236) 
NS 425032 Farmstead and cultivation remains, Lochluie (No. 237) 
NX 155 927 Buildings, Lochton Hill (No. 238) 

eNS 475 008 Farmstead, Macnabstone (No. 239) 
NS 429 027 Farmstead and cultivation remains, Meikle Shalloch 

(No. 240) 
NX 187912 Farmstead and cultivation remains, Millenderdale I 

(No. 241) 
NX 177 903 Huts, Millenderdale 2 (No. 242) 
NX 165902 Farmstead and cultivation remains, Millenderdale 3 

(No. 243) 
NX 167902 Building, Millenderdale 4 (No. 244) 
NX 293 959 Building, Milton (No. 245) 
NS 438 036 Farmstead and cultivation remains, M unteoch (No. 246) 

e NX 275 982 Farmstead and cultivation remains, Pheelie (No. 247) 
NX 139914 Building, Pinbain Bridge (No. 248) 
NX 270 951 Building, Pingerrach Burn (No. 249) 
NX 200938 Huts, Pinmacher (No. 250) 

eNS 259 031 Farmstead, Quarrel Hill (No. 251) 
NS 431 059 Shielings, Red Burn Bridge I (No. 252) 
NS 434062 Hut, Red Burn Bridge 2 (No. 253) 
NX 432068 Huts, Red Burn Bridge 3 (No. 254) 
NX 329 966 Farmstead, Sally Pollocks Bridge (No. 255) 
NX 213 970 Shielings, Saugh Hill (No. 256) 
NS 445 034 Farmstead and cultivation remains, Shalloch Burn 

(No. 257) 
NX 327 953 Building, South Balloch (No. 258) 
NX 395 995 Huts, Tairlaw Toll (No. 259) 
NX 364 885 Farmstead, Tarfessock (No. 260) 
NX 265965 Building, The Lanes (No. 261) 
NX 214959 Shielings, Troweir Hill I (No. 262) 
NX 212963 Hut, Troweir Hill 2 (No. 263) 

eNS 459 017 Farmstead and cultivation remains, Wee Hill of 
Glenmount (No. 264) 

e NX 270 915 Farmstead and cultivation remains, White Knowes I 
(No. 265) 

NX 276925 Huts, White Knowes 2 (No. 266) 
NS 273 085 Pottery scatter, Crossraguel Abbey (site) (No. 267) 
NX 132 901 Building, Deafstone, Lendalfoot (No. 268) 
NS 342 005 Stock pens, Knockinculloch (No. 269) 

e NX 221 994 Mound, Mote Wood, Camregan (No. 270) 

STRATHKELVIN DISTRICT 
The number in brackets Jollowing each name reJers to the 
serial number oJ the entry in ReAMS, The Archaeological 
Sites and Monuments oJ Scotland, 2 (Cumbernauld and 
Kilsyth District , and Strathkelvin District, Strathclyde 
Region, revised edition, 1982). 

NS 582 754 Long cairn , Blochairn (No. I) 
NS 585764 Chambered cairn, Craigmaddie Muir (No. 2) 
NS 577 755 Cairn, Blochairn I (No. 3) 
NS 579 755 Cairn, Blochairn 3 (No. 5) 
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NS 642 734 Henge, East Cadder (site) (No. 23) 
NS 709 761 Fort. Castle Hill (No. 24) 

eNS 575 765 Fon, Craigmaddie (No. 25) 
eNS 639 789 Fort, Meikle Reive (No. 26) 
eNS 576 748 Dun, Kettlehill (No. 27) 
eNS 580718 Antonine Wall (No. 28) 

to 720762 
eNS 677 749 Roman fort, Auchendavy (site) (No. 29) 
eNS 581717 Roman fort, Balmuildy (site) (No. 30) 

NS 586722 Roman temporary camp, Balmuildy, Buchley (site) 
(No. 31) 

eNS 707 759 Roman fort, Bar Hill (No. 33) 
NS 644 735 Roman temporary camp, East Cadder, Adamslie (site) 

(No. 35) 
NS 636 731 Roman fortlet, Glasgow Bridge (site) (No. 36) 

eNS 651 739 Roman fort, Kirkintilloch (site) (No. 37) 
eNS 713718 Roman fort, Mollins (site) (No. 38) 

NS 698 754 Roman temporary camp, Twechar (site) (No. 40) 
NS 598721 Roman fortlet, Wilderness Plantation (site) (No. 41) 

eNS 592 719 Roman enclosure, Wilderness Plantation (site) (No. 42) 
eNS 595 720 Roman enclosure, Wilderness Plantation (site) (No. 42) 
eNS 600 721 Roman enclosure, Wilderness Plantation (site) (No. 42) 

NS 611 798 Cultivation terraces, Clachan of Campsie (No. 43) 
to 618795 

NS 620 730 Enclosure, Bogton (site) (No. 45) 
NS 629 745 Earthwork, Carlston (site) (No. 46) 
NS 634 731 Enclosure, Glasgow Bridge (site) (No. 48) 
NS 683 707 Enclosure, Hill of Chryston (site) (No. 49) 
NS 576750 Parish church and burial-ground, Baldernock (No. 51) 
NS 615 723 Parish church and burial-ground, Cadder (No. 52) 

eNS 610796 Old parish church and burial-ground, Campsie (No. 53) 
NS 652 740 Old parish church, Kirkintilloch (No. 54) 

eNS 665 731 St Ninian's Church and burial-ground, Kirkintilloch 
(No. 55) 

eNS 643 784 Motte, Maiden Castle, Garmore (No. 58) 
eNS 651 740 Motte, Peel of Kirkintilloch (No. 59) 
eNS 575 765 Tower-house, Craigmaddie (No. 66) 
eNS 606 783 Tower-house, Wood head (No. 70) 

NS 618 807 Building and enclosure, Alvain Burn (No. 75) 
NS 581 716 Settlement, Balmuildy (site) (No. 76) 
NS 581 764 'Auld Wives' Lifts', Craigmaddie Muir (No. 81) 
NS 578 763 Millstone quarry, Craigmaddie Muir I (No. 83) 

to 581 762 
NS 587 764 Millstone quarry, Craigmaddie Muir 2 (No. 84) 

The undernoted industrial monuments have been recorded on 
our behalf by the Scottish Industrial Archaeology Survey, 
University of Strathclyde. 

ARGYLL AND BUTE DISTRICT 
NN 003312 Railway station, Taynuilt 

CUNNINGHAME DISTRICT 
NS 316385 Railway station, Irvine 

CITY OF GLASGOW DISTRICT 
eNS 571 557 Hammerhead crane, Stobcross Quay, Finnieston, Glasgow 

TA YSIDE REGION 

The undernoted industrial monuments have been recorded on 
our behalf by the Scottish Industrial Archaeology Survey, 
University of Strathclyde. 

ANGUS DISTRICT 
NO 643 405 Lighthouse, Arbroath Harbour 
NO 726 545 Icehouse and former saltpan, Fishtown of Usan 

PERTH AND KINROSS DISTRICT 
e NN 959 579 Edradour Distillery, Pitlochry 

NO 037 424 Former distillery buildings, Haughend Farm, Dunkeld 
NN 938 581 Railway station, Pitlochry 
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EDITORIAL NOTES 

Grid References and Dates of Visit 

At the beginning of each article will be found the National Grid Reference of the monument 
concerned and the date on which it was last examined. 

The positions of all the monuments, and the civil parishes in which they lie, are shown on 
Maps I- IV at the back of the volume. 

Illustrations 
All the illustrations (line-drawings, photographs and maps) are treated as Figures and are 
integrated with the text. Individual Figures are identified by the number of the page on 
which they occur, with a distinguishing letter where appropriate, and with the reference 
usually placed in the nearest margin. 

Scales 
To facilitate comparison, standard scales are used wherever possible. The principal scales 
are: (a) for site plans, I: 1000 or I :2500; (b) for plans of buildings, I :250; (c) for 
architectural details, I :50; (d) for carved stones, I: 15; and (e) for profiles of mouldings, 

1:10. 
The plans are provided with scales in both British and metric units, and simplified conversion

tables are printed on pp. xxiii-xxiv. 
Photographs of medieval carved stones are normally reproduced at a scale of c. I :20. The 

ranging-poles included in some of the photographs for scale purposes are of metric type, each 
division measuring O· 5 metre. 

Inscriptions 

Square brackets occurring in the text of an inscription indicate that the words or letters 
within them are illegible but have been restored, a question-mark being added when the 
restoration is uncertain; where restoration is impossible, this is indicated by three points 
enclosed within square brackets. Words or letters in round brackets have never existed in 
the inscription, but have been inserted for the sake of clarity. All ligatures have been 
expanded. 

Notes and References 

These will be found grouped in a composite section on pp. 339-50. The notes that include 
additional information are indicated in the text by an asterisk. 

Radiocarbon Dates 

In accordance with current practice, 'bc' and 'ad' are used for uncorrected radiocarbon 
dates to distinguish them from calendar years. 

Reproductions 

Unless specified below, the contents of the volume are Crown Copyright, but copies of the 
photographs, and prints of the plans and other line-drawings, can be obtained from: 

The Secretary 
The Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland 
54 Melville Street, Edinburgh EH3 7HF. 
The records of the Commission, which include a large collection of unpublished 

illustrations of the monuments and relics described in this volume, may also be consulted in 
the National Monuments Record of Scotland, 6/7 Coates Place, Edinburgh EH3 7 AA. 
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CONVERSION TABLES 
metric to British values 

The form of the following tables has been governed by factors peculiar to the Commission's Inventories. 
Thus comparatively few measurements are given in the text in millimetres (mm), kilometres (km) or 
hectares (ha), while the majority of the linear measurements given to one or, more rarely, two places of 
decimals are under 20 metres. In the tables the British equivalents are given to the nearest t inch for 
measurements below 0·1 m, to the nearest inch for those from 0·1 m to 100 m, and to the nearest foot for 
those above 100 m. 

1. Metres lofeel and inches 

m ft. in. 

0·01 
(10mm) 1 

0.02 i 
0·03 It 
0·04 11 
0·05 2 

0·06 2! 
0·07 2i 
0·08 3! 
0·09 3! 
0·1 4 
0·2 8 
0·3 1 0 
0·4 1 4 
0·5 1 8 
0·6 2 0 
0·7 2 4 
0·8 2 7 
0·9 2 11 
1·0 3 3 
1·1 3 7 
1·2 3 11 
1·3 4 3 
1·4 4 7 
1·5 4 11 
1·6 5 3 
1·7 5 7 
1·8 5 11 
1·9 6 3 
2·0 6 7 
2-1 611 
2·2 7 3 
2·3 7 7 
2·4 7 10 
2·5 8 2 
26 8 6 
2·7 8 10 
2·8 9 2 
2·9 9 6 
3·0 9 10 
3·1 10 2 
3·2 10 6 
3·3 10 10 

m 

H 
3·5 
3·6 
3·7 
3·8 
3·9 
4·0 
4·1 
4·2 
4·3 
4·4 
4·5 
4·6 
47 
4·8 
4·9 
5·0 
5·1 
5·2 
5·3 
5·4 
5·5 
5·6 
5·7 
5·8 
5·9 
6·0 
6·1 
6·2 
6,3 

6·4 
6·5 
6·6 
6·7 
6·8 
6·9 
7·0 
7·1 
7·2 
7·3 
7·4 
7·5 
7·6 

ft. in. 

11 2 
11 6 
11 10 
12 2 
12 6 
12 10 
13 1 
13 5 
13 9 
14 1 
14 5 
14 9 
15 
15 5 
15 9 
16 1 
16 5 
16 9 
17 1 
17 5 
17 9 
18 
18 4 
18 8 
19 0 
19 4 
19 8 
20 0 
20 4 
20 8 
21 0 
21 4 
21 8 
22 0 
22 4 
22 8 
23 0 
23 4 
23 7 
23 11 
24 3 
24 7 
24 11 

m 

7·7 
7·8 
7·9 
8·0 
8·1 
8·2 
8·3 
8·4 
8·5 
8·6 
8·7 
8·8 
8·9 
9·0 
9·1 
9·2 
9·3 
9·4 
9·5 
9·6 
9·7 
9·8 
9·9 

10·0 
10·1 
10·2 
10·3 
10·4 
10·5 
10·6 
10·7 
10·8 
10·9 
11·0 
11·1 
11 ·2 
11·3 
11 ·4 
11·5 
11 ·6 
11 ·7 
11-8 
11 ·9 

ft. in. 

25 3 
25 7 
25 11 
26 3 
26 7 
26 11 
27 3 
27 7 
27 11 
28 3 
28 7 
28 10 
29 2 
29 6 
29 10 
30 2 
30 6 
30 10 
31 2 
31 6 
31 10 
32 2 
32 6 
32 10 
33 2 
33 6 
33 10 
34 1 
34 5 
34 9 
35 
35 5 
35 9 
36 1 
36 5 
36 9 
37 1 
37 5 
37 9 
38 1 
38 5 
38 9 
39 

m 

12·0 
12-1 
12·2 
12·3 
IH 
12·5 
12·6 
12·7 
12·8 
12·9 
13-0 
13-1 
13-2 
13-3 
13-4 
13-5 
13-6 
13-7 
13-8 
13-9 
14·0 
14·1 
14·2 
14·3 
14·4 
14·5 
14·6 
14·7 
14·8 
14·9 
15·0 
15·1 
15·2 
15·3 
15·4 
15·5 
15·6 
15·7 
15·8 
15·9 
16·0 
16·1 
16·2 

ft. in. 

39 4 
39 8 
40 0 
40 4 
40 8 
41 0 
41 4 
41 8 
42 0 
42 4 
42 8 
43 0 
43 4 
43 8 
44 0 
44 3 
44 7 
44 11 
45 3 
45 7 
45 11 
46 3 
46 7 
46 11 
47 3 
47 7 
47 11 
48 3 
48 7 
48 11 
49 3 
49 6 
49 10 
50 2 
50 6 
50 10 
51 2 
51 6 
51 10 
52 2 
52 6 
52 10 
53 2 
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CONVERSION TABLES 

m rt. in. m rt. in. m rt. in. m ft. in. 

16·3 53 6 19·5 64 0 47 154 2 79 259 2 
16·4 53 10 19·6 64 4 48 157 6 80 262 6 
16·5 54 2 19·7 64 8 49 160 9 81 265 9 
16·6 54 6 19·8 65 0 50 164 1 82 269 0 
16·7 54 9 19·9 65 3 51 167 4 83 272 4 
16·8 55 1 20·0 65 7 52 170 7 84 275 7 
16·9 55 5 21 68 11 53 173 11 85 278 10 
17-0 55 9 22 72 2 54 177 2 86 282 2 
17·1 56 1 23 75 6 55 180 5 87 285 5 
17-2 56 5 24 78 4 56 183 9 88 288 9 
17-3 56 9 25 82 0 57 187 0 89 292 0 
IH 57 26 85 4 58 190 3 90 295 3 
17-5 57 5 27 88 7 59 193 7 91 298 7 
17·6 57 9 28 91 10 60 196 10 92 301 10 
17·7 58 29 95 2 61 200 2 93 305 1 
17·8 58 5 30 98 5 62 203 5 94 308 5 
17·9 58 9 31 101 8 63 206 8 95 311 8 
18·0 59 1 32 105 0 64 210 0 96 315 0 
18·1 59 5 33 108 3 65 213 3 97 318 3 
18·2 59 9 34 III 7 66 216 6 98 321 6 
18·3 60 0 35 114 10 67 219 10 99 324 10 
18·4 60 4 36 118 1 68 223 100 328 
18·5 60 8 37 121 5 69 226 5 200 656 
18·6 61 0 38 124 8 70 229 8 300 984 
18·7 61 4 39 127 11 71 232 11 400 1312 
18·8 61 8 40 131 3 72 236 3 500 1640 
18·9 62 0 41 134 6 73 239 6 600 1968 
19·0 62 4 42 137 10 74 242 9 700 2297 
19·1 62 8 43 141 1 75 246 800 2625 
19·2 63 0 44 144 4 76 249 4 900 2953 
19·3 63 4 45 147 8 77 252 7 1000 3281 
19·4 63 8 46 150 11 78 255 11 

2. Kilometres to Miles 3. Hectares to Acres 

km miles ha acres 

0·62 2-47 
2 1·24 2 4·94 
3 1·86 3 ?AI 
4 2-49 4 9·88 
5 3·11 5 12·36 
6 3·73 6 14·83 
7 4-35 7 17·30 
8 4·97 8 19·77 
9 5·59 9 22·24 

10 6·21 10 24·71 
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INTRODUCTION 

GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY 

This volume covers a group of large islands and their satellites, sometimes known as the Southern Inner 
Hebrides, which lie to the south of MulP and Lorn,2 and to the north-west of Kintyre,3 and within sight of the 
northern coast of Ulster. The islands include, from north-east to south-west, the Garvellachs, Lunga, Scar ba, 
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INTRODUCTION: GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY 

Jura, Colonsay and Oronsay, and Islay. Since 1975 this portion of the former county of Argyll has been part of 
Argyll and Bute District, Strathclyde Region. 

The complex geological structure of the area has played an important part in shaping its settlement-pattern 

and economic potential. Rocks assigned to the Lewisian basement complex outcrop at the southern end of the 

Rinns oflslay, and at the northern tip of Colons ay; these are mostly orthogneisses. Resting unconformably upon 
these, making up the rest of the Rinns oflslay, the major part of Colons ay and the whole of Or on say, is a series of 

grits, slates and phyllites generally referred to the Torridonian. The Bowmore sandstone of Islay may also be 

Torridonian. The eastern part of Islay and the whole of Jura are composed of rocks of the Dalradian 
Assemblage, namely sandstones, limestones and shales, metamorphosed into quartzites, crystalline limestones 

and slates during the Caledonian period of mountain building. Quartzite, being most resistant to erosion, 
constitutes the high ground in Islay and Jura, the Paps of Jura being the dominant feature. Slate, once quarried 

for roofing material occupies the eastern strip of Jura. Associated with the quartzites in southern Jura and south

east Islay are basic intrusions now represented by epidiorite, their metamorphic equivalent. Basaltic Tertiary 
dykes cut an four islands, whose topography has been greatly affected during the glacial period. Ice, radiating 

outwards from a centre on Rannoch Moor, flowed south-westward over the area. Worthy of mention are the 

magnificent raised beaches and their associated caves along the isolated west coast of Jura. 4 

The varied topography of this group of islands is also conditioned by their location. On the one hand, the 

north-east to south-west trend of the islands gives them a long Atlantic coastline, open to the full force of westerly 

gales; this has led to the development of sand-dune and machair landscapes, particularly on Islay, Colonsay and 

Oronsay, which are more reminiscent of the Outer Hebrides than of Argyll. On the other hand, lying as they do 
on the western flank of the Grampian Highlands, the islands share many landscape characteristics with the 

mainland to the east. The uplands are deeply dissected and heavily glaciated, and although few of the hills attain 

heights comparable with those on the mainland, exposure to the Atlantic gales severely restricts the areas 

available for settlement and agriculture. A third element in the landscape, which is both visually dramatic and 

archaeologically important, is the well-developed series of features associated with relative changes in sea-level 

during the geologically recent past; these comprise marine-cut platforms, degraded clifflines, and raised beaches. 

The marine-cut platforms and raised beaches frequently form level areas of well-drained land which have acted as 

foci for agriculture and settlement from the earliest times to the present day. 5 

THE MESOLITHIC PERIOD (c.7000-3500 BC) 

The earliest settlement of the islands oflslay, Jura, Colonsay and Oronsay resulted from the arrival of groups of 

people from the adjacent mainland of Argyll after about 7000 BC. Their search for food as well as all the other 

necessities of life from among the natural resources of the area led to the exploitation of a wide variety of 

habitats. 6 The Mesolithic period of Jura and Oronsay, in contrast to other parts of Argyll, has been extensively 

studied in recent years, and the artefacts, animal remains and radiocarbon dates recovered from excavations 

provide not only information about the way of life at this time but also a firm basis for the chronology of the 

period. The sites may also be considered in their relationship to the changes in sea-level that were taking place at 

this time.7 In general terms it is clear that about 10,000 years ago the sea-level was lower than now in relation to 

the land. From that time, however, as a result of the partial melting of glaciers over Scandinavia and North 

America, the marine waters rose, against a land surface which still had not fully recovered from ice-loading, to a 

relative level above their present position; it has been estimated that at its maximum the shoreline was a 'few tens 

of metres inland' from its present position. 8 At North Carn, on Jura, raised storm-beach gravels overlie flint 
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INTRODUCTION: THE MESOLlTHIC PERIOD 

implements associated with charcoal, analysis of which has provided a radiocarbon date of 5464 bc ± 80 (SRR-

161), a date which may be taken to indicate the maximum transgression of the sea.9 Similar dates from Oronsay 
show that the sea there was making its greatest inroads on the land around 7000 years ago. The date at which the 

sea began to retreat to its present shoreline is not so well documented, but it may be suggested that this process 
started before 5000 years ago. 

As a result of the work of the late Mr John Mercer, who undertook a major campaign of excavation on Jura 
between 1966 and 1982, three phases of occupation have been proposed for the Mesolithic period there. 10 Two 
sites, Glenbatrick (NR 518798)11 and Lussa Wood (NR 644873),12 belonging to the period when sea-level was 

rising, form the first of Mercer's main phases. Excavations at Lussa Wood revealed stone settings in a scoop in 

the gravel subsoil comprising three rings, each measuring about 1.5 m in diameter and containing charcoal, 

hazelnut shells, red ochre and tiny fragments of bone. The rings are probably cooking places; charcoal from one 
of them provided material for a radiocarbon determination of 6244 bc ± 350 (sRR-160), and a sample of charcoal 

amalgamated from the other two gave a date of 6013 bc±200 (sRR-159). The flint artefacts from Lussa Wood, 
and others collected from the present shoreline at Lussa Bay, 13 include microliths with triangular and trapezoidal 

shapes, as well as scrapers. Later occupation at Lussa Wood, North Carn (NR 685939)14 and Lealt Bay 

(NR662903)l5 forms the second phase of the Mesolithic period on Jura; the micro lithic assemblage includes a 
variety of tools, points, crescents, trapeze shapes, as well as isosceles and scalene triangles. Charcoal associated 

with a stone setting at North Carn has provided a radiocarbon date of 5464 bc ± 80 (sRR- 161). The third phase of 

Mesolithic occupation on Jura, taking place at a time when sea-level was dropping in relation to land recovery, is 

represented at Lussa Wood, Lussa River l6 and at Lealt Bay. The implement assemblage includes microliths of 
various shapes, scrapers and gravers; among other finds were red ochre and hazelnut shells. There are two 

radiocarbon dates from Lussa River, both from deposits of charcoal : 2670 bc ± 140 (BM-556) and 2250 bc ± 100 
(BM-555), but their association with the Mesolithic assemblage is not certain. 

Evidence for Mesolithic occupation on Islay is concentrated in the Rinns, but has also been recovered in the 

course of excavations at Kilellan (No. 270), where an area of Mesolithic activity, identified by the presence of 

Mesolithic implements (scale 1:2), 
Caisteal nan Gillean, Oronsay 
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flintworking debris, cores and microliths, was apparently centred on a shallow depressionY Only slight 

indications of any structural remains, a possible shelter, survived, and it is difficult to associate this conclusively 

with the Mesolithic horizon. Extensive scatters of flints of Mesolithic aspect have been noted in the Port 
Charlotte area, 18 and several microliths were also recovered during the excavation of the stone circle at Cultoon 
(No. 94).19 Mesolithic activity on Colonsay is restricted to the discovery of a few microliths from Balnahard. 

On Oronsay, Grieve's excavations between 1879 and 1882 at Caisteal nan Gillean I (NR 358879), one of the 

island's distinctive 'shell mounds', revealed for the first time a variety of bone and stone tools as well as midden 3 

material of Mesolithic date. 20 Later excavations were undertaken at Cnoc Sligeach (NR 372890) in 1884 and, 
more extensively, in 1913 by Bishop.21 Caisteal nan Gillean I is over 30m in diameter and 3·5m high and Cnoc 

Sligeach is 25 m in diameter and 2·5 m high, though the height of the former is partly determined by a natural 

build-up of sand before the beginning of occupation. Excavation has revealed layers of mid den deposit, primarily 

limpet shells, as well as layers of blown sand. The objects recovered from the mounds include barbed bone or 

antler points, bevelled pebble tools, as well as less distinctive bone and stone implements. In 1940 Professor H L 
Movius compared material from the Oronsay sites to that from Risga, Loch Sunart, and from sites round Oban 
Bay and proposed the term 'Obanian' for this group,22 a term also adopted by Lacaille.23 The sites at Oban and 

on Risga have been mentioned in earlier volumes of this Inventory and the main types of artefacts of stone and 
bone have already been illustrated;24 the status of the 'Obanian' as an independent 'culture' has also been 

questioned, and this material may be merely one aspect of the complex economic pattern of the Mesolithic period 

in Argyll. 
Recent excavations on Oronsay by Or Paul Mellars concentrated on elucidating the chronological, 

environmental and economic aspects of these sites; to this end sampling was undertaken at Cnoc Sligeach, 

Caisteal nan Gillean I and 11 (NR 358880), Cnoc Coig (NR 360885) and the Priory Midden (NR 346889), as well as 

more extensive excavation at Cnoc Coig.25 In addition, work at the mound known as Cnoc Riabhach 

(NR 364889) suggests that this conspicuous conical hillock is in fact of natural origin. 26 The relationship of both 

Cnoc Sligeach and Cnoc Coig to the changing level of the postglacial sea has been determined; it is likely that at 

Cnoc Sligeach occupation began about the time of the maximum transgression or shortly after it, and at Cnoc 

Coig, after the sea had begun to recede from its greatest extent. 27 It is worth pointing out that, at the time of the 

maximum transgression, Oronsay may have comprised two separate land masses, with much of the central part 

of the present island covered by the sea. 28 Radiocarbon determinations on material from Cnoc Sligeach, Cnoc 

Coig and Caisteal nan Gillean 11 indicate 'an intense and relatively short-lived exploitation of the island by 
Mesolithic communities centred around the middle ofthe fourth millennium bc', approximately the middle of the 

fifth millennium BC in calendar years.29 The excavations at Cnoc Coig showed that the midden was made up of 4 

two distinct types of deposit, described by Mellars as 'shell-heaps' (accumulations of loose shells, predominantly 

Mesolithic shell·midden and hearth , Cnoc Coig, Oronsay 
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whole limpets, with relatively few artefacts) and 'occupation surfaces' (fragmented shells mixed with a greater 
amount of settlement debris).30 Circular arrangements of stakes, possibly intended to support wind-breaks 

around cooking-hearths, were discovered, while stone settings have been tentatively interpreted as the bases of 
structures associated with the drying and, perhaps, the smoking of food. Modern excavation techniques have 

allowed a much wider variety of material to be recovered than was formerly possible, and the importance of fish, 
primarily saithe, to the economy has been discovered for the first time. With such detailed analysis it may also be 

possible to explore the relationships between the presence of different tool-assemblages in different 
environments, and to examine whether these belong to culturally distinct groups or to the same people who may 
have been exploiting a wide range of natural resources which were only seasonally available. 31 

THE NEOLITHIC PERIOD (c.4000-2000 BC) 

By the early fourth millennium BC the economic pattern in Argyll was changing from one dictated by the search 

for food and other resources to one of permanent settlement based on farming. This new way oflife was made 
possible by the introduction of new skills in agriculture-particularly those relating to the rearing of stock and 

the growth of crops-which were of European and perhaps ultimately Near Eastern origin. 32 This change in 

man's relationship to his natural environment, as areas of forest or scrub were cleared to make way for fields, may 
be illustrated by the different patterns of vegetation recorded in pollen diagrams. 

In the absence of known settlement sites of Neolithic date in the area under discussion, the archaeological 

evidence-which includes new types of stone tools (principally axes) and, for the first time, pottery-comes 
6A predominantly from the seven chambered cairns; six of them are situated on Islay and one on Jura, and they all 

belong to the group known as Clyde Cairns (Nos. 1 and 5-8 certainly, and Nos. 3 and 4 probably). 33 The cairns of 

the Clyde group, which are monumental structures designed to receive interments over a long period rather in the 
manner offamily burial-vaults, may have a distinctively trapezoidal plan. The principal burial-chamber, which is 

normally entered from the broader end of the cairn, is parallel-sided and constructed of upright side-slabs and 

end-slabs; the side-slabs were frequently set up in such a way that their ends overlapped in order to avoid the 

structural weaknesses of a butt-joint, with transverse slabs ('septal stones') running across the chamber to 

provide additional stability and to divide the interior into a series of compartments. The roof-slabs, which seldom 
survive in place, rested either on the tops of the uprights or on drystone work laid on top of the uprights in order 

to increase the height ofthe chamber. 

All the chambers of the seven cairns under review have been excavated or rifled, and little is known of the 

context of any grave-goods that accompanied the burials. Two sites were excavated by Professor T H Bryce in 

190 I, Ballynaughton and Cragabus (Nos. 1 and 5);34 Bryce describes the compartments at the latter as being 

'filled with stones and dark coloured mould' with human bones 'in much discord, though mostly grouped in the 

corners, and by the sides' of the compartments. Ballynaughton had already been substantially cleared out before 

his work there. The recent excavations at Port Charlotte thus have a particular importance in any examination of 

6B the Islay tombs, because of the structural detail revealed and the pottery and flint work recovered, as well as the 

radiocarbon dates obtained. 35 The cairn was found to have been trapeze-shaped on plan with well-preserved 

revetments of drystone walling on both flanks; a concave fa~ade of large upright stones with intervening 
drystone walling was also revealed. At Giant's Graves and Port Charlotte (Nos. 7 and 8) the side-slabs of the 

chamber are supported in three cases by transverse slabs with additional jamb-stones at each end; this jamb-and

septal technique is more commonly found in Irish tombs than in Scotland and may indicate influence from that 

area. 36 
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The small finds from the Islay tombs do not form an imposing assemblage. At Ballynaughton, apart from a 

hoard of late medieval coins, Bryce found only one chipped flake of cherty flint. 37 At Cragabus he found a few 

sherds of an unusual carinated vessel without close parallel, five sherds of cord-ornamented Beaker ware, 

seventeen flint flakes, one core and a pebble of white quartz.38 At Port Charlotte parts of several pottery bowls, 
three leaf-shaped arrowheads and a cache offour flint knives were found; similar vessels have been discovered in 

B. Neolithic pottery vessel (scale I :4), Port Charlotte, Islay (No. 8) 
B C. Carved stone ball (scale 1:2), Kiells, Islay 
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Clyde Cairns elsewhere. One of the most important aspects of work at Port Charlotte has been the discovery of an 

occupation level under the cairn: hazelnut shells, charcoal and more than a thousand flint flakes with a few 
retouched implements were recovered, but no structural remains were found; radiocarbon dates indicate that this 

activity belongs to the middle of the fourth millennium BC. 39 

Other evidence for the Neolithic period is provided by leaf-shaped flint arrowheads, which have been found at 
several sand-hill sites, including Druim Arstail, Oronsay (pp. 12, 17)40 and Kilellan, Islay (No. 270); by a carved 

6C stone ball from Kiells, Islay (one of only four so far recorded from Argyll);41 and by polished stone axes, which 

have been discovered at several places on Islay and Jura. In view of the proximity ofIreland and the connections 
already suggested in the use of the jamb-and-septal technique in the construction of two of the chambered cairns, 

it is interesting to note that three of the stone axes (from Lussa Wood, Jura, from Kildalton, Islay, and the third 
unprovenanced from Islay), are of porcellanite and belong to a group of Northern Irish origin, from either 
Tievebulliagh or Rathlin Island, both in Co. Antrim.42 

THE BRONZE AGE (c.2500-600 BC) 

Those aspects of the archaeological record that have in the past been used as criteria for 'the Bronze Age', itself an 
unsatisfactory label, are poorly represented on the islands covered by this volume, and with the increasing 

awareness of the continuity of patterns of human settlement, the term is used here as a conscious anachronism. 
The small amount of evidence that would in the past have been taken to imply the arrival of new people or new 

ideas-pottery of a style known as Beaker ware or recognisable products of the earliest metalwork traditions

does little more than show that Islay, Jura, Colonsay and Oronsay were on the limits of influence from new 
fashions that were affecting the ceramic styles and toolkits of much of Western Europe in the late third and early 

second millennia BC. 43 But the changes, whether of a social or religious nature, that may be seen in other parts of 

Argyll, may also be found in these islands, with the abandonment of burial in chambered tombs, and the use of 
round cairns and of cists to receive individual burials. In contrast to the areas of Argyll so far surveyed, there is 

more information about the settlement sites and economic patterns ofIslay and Jura in the second and early first 

millennia BC, and these aspects are discussed in a separate section (pp. 11-14). 
6A Some forty-seven barrows and cairns have been recorded on the islands, a comparatively small number for 

such a large area. They commonly occur singly or in groups of up to four, but a remarkable exception to this 
general pattern is provided by one of the few cropmark sites in Argyll, at Newton, Islay (No. 31), where aerial 

photography has revealed a group of at least seventeen ditched barrows. Such a concentration of barrows is as 

yet unknown elsewhere in Argyll, but their location on arable land and detection by aerial photography may 

indicate that other comparable sites await discovery. Although the majority of excavated barrows belong to the 
Bronze Age, it is possible that, along with similar barrows found in eastern Scotland44 and in Ireland,45 the group 

at Newton may belong to the Iron Age. The barrows and cairns range from 4m to 1 m in diameter, and although 
the majority have been disturbed, either by plough-damage or stone-robbing, at least one cairn, at Abhainn na 

Sroine, Jura (No. 9), is exceptionally well preserved. Several of the cairns are surrounded by boulder kerbs (Nos. 

14, 16, 17,23,25,29,33 and 34) and at others robbing has revealed central cists (Nos. 17, 19,21,22 and 29), while 
at Newton, Islay (No. 31), the air photographs show central grave-pits which may contain cists. Small upright 

stones have been noted in two cairns (Nos. 9 and 28), but their purpose is unknown. The date and affinities of the 

unusual cairn at Buaile Riabhach, Colonsay (No. 12) are uncertain; it may be related to the Late Bronze Age 
group known as kerb-cairns,46 or, as the finds possibly indicate, it could be of much later date. 

The absence of any accompanying grave-goods makes it difficult to be confident about the date of many of the 
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isolated cists or burials found on the islands; some, however, are certainly of Bronze Age date, including that at 
Ardfin, Jura (No. 35), associated with a Food Vessel and part of a jet necklace, and that at Kiells, Islay (No. 50, IOA.B 

2), accompanied by a highly decorated funerary vessel. At Tniigh Bhan, Islay (No. 64), rescue excavations 
undertaken by Commission staff revealed three cists, one of which had been used on two separate occasions; 
radiocarbon assays of the two interments suggested an interval of about three hundred years between the two 
deposits. The later burial was associated with a Food Vessel with a decorated rim. Other burials accompanied by 
funerary vessels include Nos. 36, 51 and 65, probably with Food Vessels, and Nos. 49 and 63, probably with 
Cinerary Urns; cists at Foreland House and Glenegedale, Islay (Nos. 47-8) also contained flint objects. Perhaps 
the most tantalising account is that of the discovery c.l81O of 'many urns', 'each of them containing what 
appeared to be ashes', during the construction of the road from Lagg to Feolin Ferry on Jura, but nothing further 
has been recorded.4 7 One of the most unusual reports is that of the cemetery at Sunderland, Islay (No. 63) where 
several cists with 'urns' were uncovered in the 1830s, one apparently at the base of a standing stone, and 
'alongside' the cist were found a gold bracelet and a cup-ended gold ornament, both of distinctive Late Bronze JJ 
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Age types. Many of the cist burials, particularly those in small cemeteries, discovered in the course of agricultural 

operations, probably indicate the location of small farming communities (e.g. Nos. 58 and 63). Burials 

discovered within the sand~dunes, however, where there are good chances of preservation, may represent a wide 

variety of dates (e.g. Nos. 49, 54 and 56); that from Cnoc na Faire (No. 41), for example, might be compared with 

the example from Grishipoll, Coli, and, as both appear to have been associated with iron objects, they may be of 

Iron Age or Viking date. 48 

Only fourteen groups of cup-markings and a single example of cup-and-ring markings have been recorded. 

8 Their sparse distribution pattern is more in keeping with that found in the northern and western parts of the 

county than with the mainland lying immediately to the east, where there are the greatest concentrations of 

Bronze Age rock-carvings in Scotland.49 Apart from two cups in the rock-cut steps leading to the dun No. 216, 

one possible cup on the standing stone No. 83, and two cups at the mouth of a cave at Uamh na Mine, Colonsay 

(No. 73), in which medieval pottery has been found (see p. 18), none of the markings is associated with 
archaeological monuments, all of them occurring on natural rock outcrops or erratic boulders. The only other 
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G 

A. Food Vessel (scale 1:4), Ardfin Forest , Jura (No. 35) E. Bronze axe (scale I :2), 'Knock Farm' , Islay 
B. Jet beads (scale 1:2), Ardfin Forest , Jura (No. 35) 
C. Food Vessel (scale 1:4), Ardnave, Islay (No. 242) 
D. Food Vessel (scale 1:4), Ardnave, Islay (No. 242) 

F. Bronze axe (scale I :2), Loch Arachaid , Islay 
G. Bronze chisel (scale 1:2) Sanaig, Islay 

decorated stone, presumably of Bronze Age date, was found on top of the end-slab of a cist at Lower Kilchattan 

(No. 58); the stone was ornamented with incised lines forming diamond or lozenge patterns, but it is now 

unfortunately lost. 50 

Stone circles are comparatively rare in Argyll but two examples, both on Islay, are here recorded . Several other 

sites have been claimed as stone circles 51 but they are either other types of stone setting52 or belong to different 

classes of monument altogether. 53 The large diameter, oval plan and number of stones at Cultoon (No. 94) are 

comparable with those at the two circles at Hough, Tiree. 54 At Hough the stones probably fell in comparatively 

recent times, but at Cultoon excavation showed that many of the stones had never been erected and that the site 

had been abandoned before completion. The second stone circle, at Ardilistry (No. 76), is far removed from the 

monumental scale ofCultoon. This unimposing small setting offour stones is, however, of considerable interest, 

as it is the only example of the 'four-poster' type of stone circle so far identified in Argyll. The nearest comparable 

site is at Aucheleffan, Arran, but the main concentration of this Early Bronze Age class of monument is in eastern 
Scotland. 55 

The islands are well endowed with standing stones, and on Islay in particular, many of the stones appear to 8 

have been carefully selected for their great size. Although most of them occur singly, there are two alignments of 

three stones each (Nos. 74 and 116), one of four stones (No. 83) as well as five pairs (Nos. 89, 96, 108, 110 and 

120).56 None of the stones has been dated, but it is generally believed that the majority of standing stones belong 

to the Bronze Age. One stone, however, appears to have been reused at a later period; the Early Christian cross

decorated stone in the burial-ground at Ta rbert, Jura (No. 328) was perhaps originally a prehistoric standing 

stone which may have formed a pair with No . 122. A similar reuse of a prehistoric standing stone has been 

10 
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A, B. Gold ornament (scale I :2), Sunderland House, Islay (No. 63) 

recorded at Camas nan Geall, Ardnamurchan. 57 The possibility that several of the standing stones noted in this 

Inventory have been used in connection with astronomical observation in prehistoric times has been raised on a 

number of occasions; archaeological evidence can neither prove nor disprove such suggestions, although the 

chronological span of the stones and the multiplicity of potential horizon-points that may be involved make such 
use unlikely. 58 

The few examples of Bronze Age metalwork range in date from the Early Bronze Age axe from Loch Fada, 

Colonsay, to the swords of Late Bronze Age date from Beinn nan Gudairean, Colonsay, and Leannan Buidhe, 

IfXj Islay, and the small chisel of similar date from Sanaig, Islay; the bronzes are listed on p. 16. Perhaps the best 

impression of the possible wealth of the Late Bronze Age community is given by the thirty-six gold armlets found 

IJ at Coul, Islay, and the gold bracelet and gold cup-ended ornament from Sunderland, objects that probably 

lOB indicate contact with Irish markets . Wider relationships may also be illustrated by the jet necklace from Ardfin, 

Jura (No. 35), which must have been an import, and by an axe-hammer from Balfron, Stirlingshire, made of 

dolorite that may have come from Jura. 59 

BRONZE AGE SETTLEMENTS AND FIELD-SYSTEMS 

For the first time in the survey of Argyll, this volume of the Inventory contains a significant number of settlements 

12 and field-systems which can be assigned to the Bronze Age. Until now our knowledge of Bronze Age settlements 

in Argyll has been restricted to a small number of amorphous sites mainly found in coastal sand-dunes, and 

distinguished principally by the discovery of characteristic Early Bronze Age pottery exposed by erosion from 

middens in dunes, rather than by the survival of recognisable structures. 60 Fieldwork carried out by members of 

the Commission's staff and others (especially the Ordnance Survey) during the course of the preparation of this 

volume, however, has revealed not only structural remains from the sand-dunes, but also considerable numbers 

of inland and upland settlements. 

In order to further our understanding of this unexpected wealth of evidence and to complement the 

excavations that had already taken place at Ardnave and Kilellan, Islay (Nos. 241 and 270), officers of the 

Commission, with the assistance of the Central Excavation Unit, Scottish Development Department, undertook 

a number of small-scale excavations to sample a range of the house-types and field-systems. The results of these 

excavations have greatly increased our knowledge of early agriculture and settlement in Argyll and, in particular, 

have helped to fill major gaps in the settlement record. 

Mounds of burnt stones have also been noted (No. 246); such mounds are formed of heat-shattered stones and 

are the debris of a method of cooking prevalent in the Bronze Age. Water appears to have been brought to the 

boil in cist-like troughs by means of heated stones; the stones eventually fractured and were discarded on to 
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adjacent mounds, A radiocarbon date from No. 246 (1) of 1745 bc± 60 (Gu- 1465) indicates that this example at 

least is of some antiquity. 61 

A small number of sand-dune settlements has been found on the west coast ofIslay, and there is what may have 

been an occupation site on the top of the Mesolithic shell-mound at Druim Arstail (or Cnoc Coig) on Oronsay. 

At the majority of these sites all that can be seen is a spread of organic mid den material which includes sherds of 

Beakers, Food Vessels, and other types of Early Bronze Age pottery. Excavations on a group of settlements in the 

extensive dunes at the north-west tip of Islay (Nos. 241-2), however, have demonstrated the complexity of these 

sand sites, which exhibit a wide variety of building-styles and techniques, ranging from large circular to small 

oval houses, built either of timber or of a combination of timber and stone. The calcareous nature of the sand has 

preserved bone and shell assemblages (including artefacts), as well as material illustrating the economic basis of 

the settlements. 

Of greater significance than the sand-dune sites, however, has been the discovery of numerous upland hut

circles and field-systems which represent classes of monuments hitherto largely unrecorded in Argyll. Some 
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thirty-eight hut-circles or groups of hut-circles have been located, ten of which are associated with field-systems; 

in addition, eleven field-systems on Colonsay, one on Jura, and one on Islay, although not adjacent to surviving 
hut-circles, have been considered under the same heading. 

The term hut-circle is here restricted to a free-standing house with a stone-faced wall; thus, sites such as 
Ardnave, Islay (No. 241), where the wall was built by revetting a sand-dune, are excluded from this section. The 

hut-circles recorded in this volume range in diameter from 5 m to 11 m within walls which vary from I m to 3 m in 

thickness. The house walls show considerable variation in composition: from a stone plinth capped by turf at Cui 
a' Bhaile, Jura (Period I) (No. 255); to earthen banks with stone kerbs (e.g. No. 237); and to a wall built entirely of 

stone at Beinn Arnicil , Colonsay (No. 244). As is common in prehistoric houses of all periods, the entrance to the 

hut-circle is usually on the south arc, in order to admit as much light as possible. 

Although the majority of the hut-circles comprise a simple pen annular ring, a number show some form of 

elaboration, particularly around the entrance. Stone forecourts, which presumably served as working areas, were 
noted at Nos. 253 and 255, while at Nos. 237 and 269 the entrance was protected by a stretch of walling springing 

from the house wall. It is uncertain whether this wall was included within the roofed area and served as a porch, 

or was simply an external wind-break. In other instances one or more hook- or L-shaped annexes are attached to 
the exterior of hut-circles (e.g. Nos. 237, 271, 264), but it is not known whether they were roofed and used as 

store-houses, or were open animal pens. A more complex arrangement occurs at Beinn Arnicil, Colonsay; there 

the hut-circle has two semicircular annexes, of which one is entered independently but the second forms an 

antechamber outside the entrance to the hut-circle proper, and its external entrance is flanked by a porch-like 
structure. The overall plan is reminiscent of early Hebridean black-houses, but, as each of the separate elements is 

found in association with hut-circles elsewhere on Colonsay and Islay, there is no reason to believe that this 

unusual site is not a prehistoric hut-circle. In addition to the hut-circles, there are a number of smaller or slighter 

structures (e.g. Nos. 244 and 276) which, like the hut-circle annexes, probably provided extra storage-space or 

were used for livestock. 

The hut-circle settlements occur in three forms: isolated houses (twenty-nine examples); dispersed groups (six 

examples, comprising twenty-two houses); and nucleated groups (four examples, Nos. 239, 247, 272, 275, with a 
total of ten houses). The basic unit of settlement appears to be the single hut-circle, with the dispersed groups 

being little more than agglomerations of individual units . The nucleated groups are anomalous, and may differ 

from the majority only in the sense that the closely-spaced houses represent the successive replacements of a 

single house on adjacent sites. At Kintour, Islay (No. 272), however, where there are two distinct types of house, 

the largest house appears to have a medial wall-face; a similar medial face at Cui a' Bhaile, Jura (No. 255) was 

proved by excavation to be the result of successive rebuilding of the house on the same site. 

The large areas of low-lying moorland on the islands under review have enabled a wide range of early field

systems and agricultural enclosures to survive. They are particularly well represented on Islay and Colonsay but 

important examples are also to be found on Oronsay and Jura. No field-system has survived intact, and the 

remains range from extensive systems of plots and enclosures integrated with hut-circles (e.g. Nos. 237 and 263) 

to enclosures around individual hut-circles (Nos. 255 and 249), and isolated fragments of banks or walls (e.g. 

Nos. 282- 91). The field-boundaries vary from ditches (No. 249), earth-and-stone banks (No. 237), banks of field

gathered stones (No. 257), banks with stone uprights (No. 244), to roughly-coursed stone walls (No. 255). Only 

at Cui a' Bhaile, Jura (No. 255), where the enclosure is buried under deep peat, do any of the boundaries exceed 

0.5 m in height. Associated with a number of the field-systems (e.g. Nos. 237, 257 and 261) are groups of small 

cairns composed of field-gathered stones, many of which were erected after the field-boundaries had been laid 

out and which, therefore, represent a secondary phase ofland clearance. 

The various elements of the field-systems appear to have served a variety of functions, with some of the small 

13 
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plots being used for agriculture or as paddocks, while the larger enclosures and linear divisions are more likely to 

have been associated with the control of stock, presumably cattle. Further evidence for the use of the fields has 

been provided by excavation, and at CuI a' Bhaile, Jura (No. 255) and at An Sithean, Islay (No. 237) grains of 

prehistoric pollen have been recovered, indicating that cereals were being grown. As yet there is no trace of the 
type of ridge cultivation found in prehistoric field-systems elsewhere in Scotland, but further excavation may 

eventually locate this type of ridge cultivation in Argyll. 

In the absence of excavation it is difficult to establish the date-range for the settlements, hut-circles and field

systems discussed above. Pottery finds from the sand-dune settlements indicate that they were occupied during 

the Early Bronze Age, but with the change in potting-traditions at the end of that period, it is not certain how 

many of these sites continued in use after the middle of the second millennium BC. In contrast to the coastal sites, 

excavations at inland hut-circles (Nos. 237 and 255) have shown that there the houses were not built until the 
latter half of the second millenium BC and that they continued in use well into the first millennium BC. At these two 

sites, however, there was evidence for an earlier phase of agriculture and presumably, therefore, for an earlier, but 

undetected, phase of settlement which might provide the chronological overlap with the type of settlements 

found in the dunes. The field-systems are even more difficult to date than the houses, particularly as fields are 

now known to date from as early as the Neolithic period; little, however, is known of their development until the 

post-medieval period, and it is often impossible to distinguish between fields of the second millenium BC and the 

second millennium AD. Nevertheless, the field-systems have been included in this section as the majority are 

associated with what are almost certainly Bronze Age settlements, even although a small number may belong to 

either earlier or later periods. 

14 
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LISTS OF BRONZE AGE POTTERY AND METALWORK, 
SAND-HILL SITES AND OCCUPIED CAVES 
IN COLONSAY, ISLAY AND JURA 

The following abbreviations are used: 
GAGM-Glasgow Art Gallery and Museum 
HM-Hunterian Museum, University of Glasgow 
IMT-Islay Museums Trust, Museum of Islay Life, Port Charlotte 
NMA-National Museum of Antiquities of Scotland, Edinburgh 
*Not included in the distribution map (p.9) as their provenance is not known with sufficient accuracy. 

BRONZE AGE POTTERY AND METALWORK 

OBJECT PROVENANCE, PARTICULARS REFERENCES MUSEUM AND 
AND ARTICLE NUMBERS ACCESSION NUMBER 

Beaker sherds Cragabus, Islay, Chambered PSAS, 36 (1901-2), 110-11; NMA: EO 255 
Cairn (No. 5) Henshall, Chambered 
Flint flakes and cores; human Tombs, 2, 433-4; 

and animal bones Clarke, D L, Beaker 
Pottery of Great Britain 
and Ireland (1970), nos. 
1541, F and IF 

Beaker sherds Druim Arstail, Oronsay Ibid. , no. 1546; HM: B.1951.1813 and 
GAJ, 9 (1982), 19 1873 

Beaker sherds Kilellan, Islay, Settlement Gibson, A M, Beaker University of 
(No. 270) Domestic Sites (BAR, Newcastle Upon 

107 (1982),1, 176-7) Tyne, Dept of Adult 
Education 

Food Vessel Ardfin, Jura, Cist (No. 35) PSAS, 98 (1964-6), 317- 18 NMA: EQ 764-5 
Fragments of a jet necklace 

Food Vessel Ardmore, Islay, Cist (No. 36) IASG, Additions and Lost 
Corrections, Area 7 

Food Vessels Ardnave, Islay, Hut-circle PSAS forthcoming IMT: 81 - 28 to 30; 79- 65 

Food Vessels 
(No. 242) NMA: HRBI - 22 

Claddich, Islay University of 
Glasgow, Dept of 
Archaeology 

Food Vessel Druim Arstail, Oronsay GAJ, 9 (1982), 26 HM: B. 1981.1815 
Food Vessel Kiells, Islay, Cist (No. 50, 2) PSAS forthcoming IMT: 77- 119 

Cremated bone 
Food Vessels Kilellan, Islay, Settlement See No. 270 NMA and University of 

(No. 270) Newcastle Upon 
Tyne, Dept of Adult 
Education 

Food Vessel Tniigh Bhan, Islay, Cist PSAS, 112 (1982),550-9 IMT: 81 - 27 
(No. 64, I) 
Crouched inhumation , flint 

fragments 
Food Vessels Uragaig, Colonsay, Cists PSAS, 41 (1906-7), 449- 50; Lost 

(No. 65) Society of Antiquaries of 
(J)Crouched inhumation 
(2)Crouched inhumation, flint 

Scotland, MS 175(c) 

knife, textile 
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OBJECT PROVENANCE. PARTICULARS REFERENCES MUSEUM AND 
AND ARTICLE NUMBERS ACCESSION NUMBER 

Urns Ardnave, Islay, Burial DES (1974), 12; IMT: 79-65 
(No. 37, I) PSAS forthcoming 

Urn fragments Cruach Mh6r, Islay DES (1958), 15; NMA and University of 
IASG, (5) 8; Glasgow, Dept of 
SAF, 10 (1978),66-7 Archaeology 

Urn sherds CuI a' Bhaile, Jura, Hut-circle PSAS forthcoming NMA 
(No. 255) 

Urns Gruinart Farm, Islay, Burial DES (1963), 18-19 GAGM 
(No. 49, I) IMT: 77- 74 
Inhumation and horn 

Urns Kilellan, Islay, Settlement See No. 270 University of 
(No. 270) Newcastle Upon 

Tyne, Dept of Adult 
Education 

Urn Scalasaig, Colonsay, Cist PSAS, 15 (1880-1), 125 Lost 
(No. 61) 

'Urn' Lower KiJchattan, Colonsay, Ibid., 125- 6 Lost 
Cist (No. 58) 

'Urn' Kildalton, Islay, Burial (No. 51) The Glasgow Herald, Lost 
Possible cremation 9 November 1867 

'Urn' Kintour, Islay IASG, Additions and Lost 
Corrections, Area 7 

'Urns' Sunderland, Islay, Cists NSA, 7 (Argyll), 651; Lost 
(No. 63) DES (1958), 14; 

IASG, (2) 35 
Flat Axe Loch Fada, Colonsay PSAS, 15 (1880-1), 105; NMA: DA43 

101 (1968- 9), 80 
Halberd *Islay Ibid. , 16 (1881 - 2), 409; NMA: DQ45 

101 (1968- 9), 103 
Spearhead *Islay Ibid ., 16 (1881- 2), 409; NMA: DQ46 

97 (1963--4), 142 
Spearhead *possibly Islay Ibid ., 97 (1963-4), 142 NMA 
Chisel *Islay Ibid ., 16 (1881 - 2), 409; NMA: DQ49 

97 (1963-4), 146 
Chisel Sanaig, Islay Private Collection, 

Islay 
Socketed Axe Achnancarranan, Islay Ibid ., 93 (1959-60), 67 NMA: DE 120 
Socketed Axes *Islay Ibid. , 16 (1881 - 2), 409; NMA: DQ 47- 8 

(2) 93 (1959- 60), 67 
Socketed Axe *Knock, Islay Ibid. , 93 (1959- 60), 67 NMA: DE 119 
Socketed Axe *Loch Arachaid, Islay Ibid., 93 (1959- 60), 67 NMA: DE 97 
Sword Beinn nan Gudairean, Colonsay Ibid ., 110 (1978- 80), 540 NMA 
Sword Leannan Buide, Coillabus, Islay Ibid., 20 (1885- 6), 75, 102--4; Lost 

93 (1959- 60), 83 
Gold Armlets Coul , Islay Ibid ., 107 (1975- 6), 307- 9; Lost; one possibly 

(36) Found in the course of Taylor, J J, Bronze Age NMA: FE 52 
ploughing; 'all looped on to Goldwork (1980), 90 
one- in a bunch ' 

Gold Bracelet and Sunderland House, Islay NSA , 7 (Argyll), 651; Bracelet lost; 
Cup-ended Found beside a cist under a Wilson, Prehistoric the cup-ended 
Ornament large stone (No. 63) Annals, 1, 461- 2; ornament is 

PSAS, 57 (1922- 3), 154-5, probably BM 1920, 
165; 93 (1959- 60), 90, 93; 3- 16,1 
Taylor, J J, Bronze Age 
Goldwork (1980), 90 

Note: It is possible that the halberd, two socketed axes, spearhead and chisel provenanced to Islay (NMA: DQ 45- 9) may 
have formed part of a hoard as they were all purchased at the same time; but the association is by no means 
certain (PSAS, 101 (1968- 9), 103). It is also possible that the gold cup-ended ornament in the British Museum is 
not in fact the Sunderland House example, as it is simply provenanced to Islay. 
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SAND-HILL SITES 

SITE AND GRID 
REFERENCE OR 
ARTICLE NUMBER 

PARTICULARS 

COLONSA Y AND ORONSA Y 

Balnahard 
(NM c.425001) 

Druim Arstail 
(NR 364889) 

Garvard 
(NR c.360914; 

No. 302) 
Machrins 

(NR c. 357933; 
No. 300) 

ISLAY 

Ardnave 
(NR 287730; 

No. 241 ; see also 
Nos. 37 and 41) 

(NR 2973) 

(NR 290746; 
No. 242) 

(NR 291731) 
Claddich 

(NR 1653) 

Cruach Mhor 
(NR 3054; 

No. 296) 

Kilellan . 
(NR 286722; 

No. 207) 

Killinallan 
(NR 312722) 

Kintra 
(NR c.324486; 

No. 54) 

Flint-work 

Hearth; Bronze Age and later 
pottery, flint-work, bronze 
and iron-work, glass beads 

Hearth; Hiberno-Norse pin; 
burials 

Burials; settlement; kiln 

Hut-circle 

An extensive series of middens 
with pottery, flint, stone, 
bronze, and iron objects, 
including rivets 

Hut-circle, Bronze Age pottery, 
flint and stone objects; Iron 
Age hearths; traces of spade 
cultivation 

Pottery 
Pottery, flint- and stone-work; 

middens 

Pottery sherds of Bronze Age 
to medieval date; flint tools 
and flakes; iron objects and 
slag; fragments of bronze, 
pumice, glass and enamel; 
Norse burial 

Settlement site; Mesolithic flint; 
Bronze Age and Iron Age 
pottery, flint-work , metal
work, beads and middens 

Hearths and middens; pottery, 
flint-work; stone implements 
and glass bead 

Burial, flint-work , slag 

INTRODUCTION: THE BRONZE AGE 

REFERENCES 

Geological Magazine, 48 
(1911), 164-75; 
Lacaille, A D, 
The Stone Age in Scotland 
(l954), 297-8 

GAJ, 9 (l982), 18- 30 

PSAS, 111 (1981), 268, 279-
80 

Ibid ., 110 (l978- 80), 528-30; 
111 (1981), 263- 81 

DES (1976), 13 

IASG , (I) 2; 
DES (1960) , 16; 
DES (1974), 12 

DES (1977), 52; 
DES (1979), 30; 
DES (1980) , 28- 9; 
PSAS forthcoming 

DES (1968), 10 

PSAS, 65 (1930-1), 9; 
IASG, (5) 8; 
DES (1958), 13; 
DES (1959), 19; 
SAF, 10 (1978), 66-7 

See No. 270 

PSAS, 65 (l930-1), 9; 
80 (1945- 6), 151; 
IASG, (3) 9; 
DES (1960) , 17 

MUSEUM AND 
ACCESSION NUMBER 

HM: B.1951.1777- 83, 
1789, 1791 

HM; GAGM; NMA 
(accession nos. in 
GAJ, on fiche) 

NMA: IL 798 

NMA 

University of 
Newcastle Upon 
Tyne, Dept of Adult 
Education; 
IMT: 77-419 

HM: A.1966.67- 110; 
IMT (the majority of 
the finds); 
NMA: AB 2941- 2; 
HR 836-8; 917- 19; 
1208 

IMT and NMA (accession 
nos. in PSAS 
forthcoming); other 
stray finds in IMT 

IMT 
University of 

Glasgow, Dept of 
Archaeology 

University of 
Glasgow, Dept of 
Archaeology; 
IMT: 77- 134; 77- 153; 
77- 252; 78- 70; 79-
17; 80-27; 
NMA: AB 1766-7 and 
uncatalogued 

University of 
Newcastle Upon 
Tyne, Dept of Adult 
Education; 
HM: A.1970.30-1 ; 
IMT: 77- 267; 
NMA: HR 1071-4, 
1158- \207, 1314-19 

NMA: FJ 121 ; 
HR 914-16 

IMT: 77- 152 
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SITE AND GRID PARTICULARS REFERENCES MUSEUM AND 
REFERENCE OR ACCESSION NUMBER 
ARTICLE NUMBER 

Saligo Pottery and flint-work IMT: 82-58 
(NR 209665) 

Sanaigmore Burial, pottery, flint-work and DES (1964), 15; HM: A. 1966.83- 8; 
(NR c.2370; No. 60, middens DES (1974), 11-12 IMT: 77-140; 79- 18 

2) 
(NR 240708; Cist; flint flakes DES (1960), 20-1; IMT: 77-141 

No. 60, I) IASG, Additions and 
Correction, Area I 

(NR 2371) Pottery and flint-work IMT: 77-145 
(NR 241711; Burials, iron slag, pottery, flint DES (1979), 30 IMT: 77- 14452; 77-

No. 60, 3) flakes, hammer-stones and 147; 78-13; 78- 68 
midden 

(NR 242711; Burials, pottery, flint-work and DES (1960), 14; IMT: 82-59 
No. 60,3) middens DES (1974), 12 

Tniigh Bhan Cists, one with a Food Vessel; DES (1968), 10; HM: A.1970.32- 3; 
(NR 215700; pottery, possibly a Food DES (1972), 7; IMT: 82-55 

No. 64) Vessel sherd, and flint-work PSAS, 112 (1982), 550- 9 

OCCUPIED CAVES 

SITE AND GRID PARTICULARS REFERENCES MUSEUM AND 
REFERENCE OR ACCESSION NUMBER 
ARTICLE NUMBER 

COLONSAY 

Uamh na Shell midden Grieve, Colonsay, 2, 287 
Bain tignearna 
(NR 404985) 

Uamh 'Heorredh' Shell midden Ibid., 286 
(NR 403985) 

Uamh na Mine Midden material, medieval and OS Record Card NR 49 NW 7 NMA 
(NR 404985; later pottery; metal-work; DES (1966), 4 

No, 73) cup-marked rock 
Uamh Ur, Crystal Animal bones, pottery PSAS, 14 (1879- 80), 318- 24; NMA: HM 351 

Spring Cavern, 17 (1882- 3), 351 - 64; 98 
New Cave (1964-6), 328; 
(NR 395979) Grieve, Colonsay, 1, 21-3; 

Loder, Colonsay, 7-9 

ISLAY 

KiJchoman Pottery, stone objects, small DES (1956),9- 10 NMA: HM 345- 50 
(NR 220633) iron pot IASG, (2) 22 

KildaIton Pottery, stone objects, mould, PSAS, 32 (1897- 8), 36-9; 78 NMA: HM 302- 39 
(NR 438474) animal bones (1943-4), 120-5; 93 (1959-

60), 89 
MacArthur's Head Shell midden OS Record Card NR 45 NE 6 

(NR 461592) 
Port a' Chotain Shell and bone midden, DES (1974), I1 

(NR 397783) hammer-stones, radiocarbon 
date of ad 171O±11O 
(Gx-3547) 

Uamh Mh6r Corn-drying kiln Martin, Western Islands, 
(NR 398783) 273-4 

DES (1974), 11 
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SITE AND GRID 

REFERENCE OR 

ARTICLE NUMBER 

JURA 

Carn 
(NR 683936; see 

No. 418) 
Corpach 

(NR 570915; 
No. 450) 

King's Cave 
(NR 517824) 

Ruantallain 
(NR 504830; see 

No. 450) 
Uamh Bhreacain 

(NM 683005) 
Uamh Lag na Capull 

(NR 497800) 
Uamh Muinntir I 

(NR 549815) 

PARTICULARS 

Pottery, bone, flint and stone 
objects; cobbled areas; lOG---
150 incised crosses 

Shell midden 

Two caves made into shooting 
bothy 

Note: Only the more important sites have been included. 

Cave, Kilchoman, Islay(p. 18) 
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REFERENCES 

NSA, 7 (Argyll), 535; 
Martin, Western Islands, 
269; 
GAl,S (1978), 68- 9 

Ibid., 5 (1978), 44-70; 
Martin, Western Islands, 
269 

NSA, 7 (Argyll), 535; 
GAl,S (1978),68-9 

OS Record Card NM 60 SE 2 

OS Record Card NR 48 SE I 

GAl,S (1978), 68; plan and 
photographs in NMRS 
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INTRODUCTION: THE IRON AGE 

THE IRON AGE (c.600 BC-c.AD 400) 

Of the identity of the peoples inhabiting Islay, Jura, Colonsay and Oronsay during the Iron Age there is little that 

can be said. While it would be reasonable to assume that in the later part of this period the islands belonged to a 

group, apparently extending from Mull to Rathlin, which appears in classical sources as the Ebudae or 

Ebudes,62* it is uncertain by what names they were individually known. Epidium, the easternmost member of the 

group, has been identified with Islay, mainly on the grounds of its proximity to Kintyre, which was inhabited by a 

tribe known as the Epidii, or 'horse-folk', but partly because of the island's traditional association with horse

raising. 63 It is also possible, however, that Epidium may be identified as the Kintyre peninsula, which was 

mistakenly supposed by early seafarers to be an island and which appears to have been depicted as such, along 

with the actual peninsula, on the map-source used by Ptolemy.64* Whatever their real identity, our knowledge of 

the Iron Age inhabitants of the Ebudae, apart from what we may learn in the near-fabulous account ofSolinus,65 

or from chance discoveries in the sand-dunes, depends upon the study of the visibile remains of their fortified 

dwellings and related minor enclosures. 

The system of classification adopted for the treatment of such structures remains the same as in previous 

volumes of this InventorY,66 the three categories into which the fortifications are divided being those of forts, 

duns and brochs. Once again it must be stressed that the definition of each type of monument is based primarily 

on differences in size and superficial appearance; although the categories themselves are hallowed by 

archaeological tradition, no cultural or functional distinction is thereby intended. It is inevitable, therefore, that 

each category contains a few examples which appear to differ only slightly from members of one of the other 

classes. Indeed, among those structures categorised as enclosures (Nos. 445-55), there are certain examples in 
Islay which betray so close an affinity with duns as almost to justify their inclusion in a separate class (see below, 

p.25). Without excavation, however, it is impossible to determine which of these sites, or of enclosures in 
general, were built and occupied in the Iron Age, rather than at a later or earlier period, and there is a similar 

uncertainty as to date in the case of all categories offortified dwelling. Moreover, some of the burial-monuments 

and hut-circles described above may also belong to the Iron Age, and although most of the crannogs and related 

structures (Nos. 303-14) appear to be of medieval or later date, the discovery of an Alexandrian bronze coin of 
Diocletian (AD 284-305) on an island in Finlaggan Loch, Islay,67 may indicate that some at least have a more 

ancient origin, as they do elsewhere. Further slender evidence of contacts between the people of the Inner Isles 

and the Romanised province to the south, which the coin find may illustrate, is provided by the pin and brooch 

from the coastal sand-hill site at Ardnave, Islay (No. 242), and the lithomarge bead from Pairc Cnoc Riabhach, 

Oronsay.68 Earlier contacts with southern Britain-in the 3rd or 2nd century Bc-may be indicated by the two 

yellow glass beads discovered in the King's Cave, Jura,69 but it has also been argued that, in common with 

examples from Skye, Barra, and Tiree, these beads could have been made at Cui bin in the I st century BC or the 1st 

century AD.70 If the later dating is correct, it would support the tenuous evidence for contact between the Ebudae 

and peoples of the northern Hebridean islands, who used cordon-decorated pottery of the Clettraval tradition. 

Fragments of vessels resembling this type of ware have been found at the dun, An Dun, Rockside, Islay (No. 

174), and the fort , Dun Domhnuill , Oronsay (No. 148). 
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Of the eighty fortified structures to be found in Islay, thirty (37%) may be classified as forts, a proportion which 

compares very closely with that recorded in the island of Mull. 71 The forts display a considerable variation in size, 

the largest examples being the promontory sites at Dun Bheolain (No. 144) and Am Burg (No. 125), which exceed 

2 ha, while the smallest are very little larger than duns; the average area enclosed by the defences is about 0.25 ha, 

but in several instances the area of conveniently habitable ground is much less. The latter remark applies with 

equal force to several of the larger hilltop forts , for example, Beinn a' Chaisteil (No. 131) and Borraichill Mor 

(No. 134), where altitude and exposure to onshore gales probably discouraged permanent habitation . The same 

quest for security at the cost of convenience is reflected by the preference for coastal sites of natural strength

some two-thirds of the forts are located on or near the seashore, although at only two (Nos. 130 and 167) does the 

choice of site appear to have been influenced by the proximity of a sheltered landing-place. 

Detailed discussion of the structural peculiarities of the forts ofIslay is precluded by their generally poor state 
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of preservation. The plan of most has been dictated by the irregular contours of the site, and in several examples 
the irregularity has been accentuated by incorporating natural outcrops in the defensive circuit. Roughly three

quarters of the forts (23) were defended by a single drystone wall, nine of these being additionally protected by 

outworks consisting of drystone walls of relatively slight construction. In two adjacent promontory sites on the 

south-east coast of the island (Nos. IS6 and 168), the main wall incorporated a timber framework which had 
caught fire and caused the vitrifaction of the core-material. The proximity of these two forts to each other and to 

the dun No. 204, whose wall-core also incorporated vitrified material, as well as the similarity of position, 

suggests very strongly that they were contemporary; moreover, the fact that all three sites are additionally 

defended by outer walls, whose robust construction places them in a class above the minor outworks already 

mentioned, may indicate that they were designed and constructed by a common hand. Although, as a type, 

timber-laced fortifications have a long history in northern Britain, originating in the 6th or 7th century Ben and 

continuing into the Early Historic period,73 it seems likely that such defensive positions as these in the richer, SE 

portion of the island would have been selected for fortification at an earlier rather than a later stage. 

Apart from these, mention should also be made of two groups of forts, which, although undated, also exhibit 

similarities of construction and choice of site. The first comprises three large promontory forts, Am Burg (No. 

12S), Dun Bheolain (No. 144), and Dun na Faing, Lossit (No. ISS), all situated within the same S km stretch of 

coast on the north-west of the island and defended by heavy stone walls built on the forward edge of prominent 

rock-faces or cliffs; to these should probably be added Dun Mor, Ghil (No. IS4), which, although of slighter 

construction, makes the same use of natural features. All appear to have undergone later occupation, at which 

stage a relatively narrow turf wall was built on top of the earlier defences, and in one case (No. 144) scoops 

resembling house-platforms were dug into the interior. Medieval use of fortifications perhaps originating in the 

prehistoric period may have occurred at Dun Guaire (No. ISI) and Dun Nosebridge (No. IS7) (see below, 

p. 36), which together with the fort at Bridgend (No. 136) make up a second group of comparable structures. 

The first two sites occupy the summits of inland ridges, and in each case the defences consisted of a wall lying 

within two or three ramparts accompanied by quarry-ditches, the latter features, which are drawn round the 

lower slopes of the ridge, giving the sites a distinctive stepped appearance. Once again the proximity of the sites

they lie within S km of each other-gives added grounds for suspecting a common origin. The third member of 

the group, which was identified from cropmarkings, lies only 4 km distant from Dun Nosebridge; the short 

straight sectors of its ditches present a marked contrast to the curvilinear outlines of its neighbours and give rise 

to the suspicion that the work may belong to a less remote period than the Iron Age. 

Among the rare examples of surviving structural detail, the presence of a stabilising revetment in the body of, 

or on the periphery of, the main wall at three sites (Nos.129-31), should be noted, as should the possible culverts 

in the lower portion of the fort wall at Borraichill Mor, Port Ellen (No. 134). Possible evidence of contemporary 

internal dwellings was furnished by only one example (No. 140), where the site of a small round house may be 

defined by stony banks and rocky scarps. 

Of the forts on Jura (Nos. 126, 13S, 139 and 141- 2), only An Dunan, Ardmenish (No. 126), is worthy of 

particular mention; the visible traces today may represent the remains of several schemes of fortification. An 

Dunan is situated near the north end of Lowland man's Bay, one of the few good anchorages on the east coast of 

Jura, and its location may thus have been of some strategic importance in the later prehistoric and Early Historic 

periods. 

There are eight forts on Colonsay and one on Oronsay, and although grouped together under the same 

heading they include a variety of structural types. Dun Cholla (No. 147), Dun Domhnuill (No. 148), Dun 

Eibhinn (No. 149), Dun Gallain (No. ISO), and Dun Meadhonach (No. IS3) are all defended by massive stone 

walls and some have annexes or outworks attached to them, while at Dun Uragaig (No. IS9) and Meall Lamalum 
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(No. 163) the defences have been constructed on a much slighter scale and no attempt has been made to enclose 

the whole of either site. Another unusual fort is to be found at Dun Tealtaig (No. 158), where a comparatively 

meagre earth-and-stone rampart encloses a small and steeply sloping promontory. Several of the Colonsay forts, 

as well as Dun Domhnuill on Oronsay, contain circular or irregularly-shaped stone-footed houses which abut the 

defences; at Dun Domhnuill, Dun Eibhinn and Dun Meadhonach the buildings appear to post-date the collapse 

of the fort walls, but at Dun Tealtaig, Dun Uragaig and Meall Lamalum they could either be contemporary with 

the use of the fort or be oflater date. Although it is possible that all ofthese structures are of comparatively recent 

origin, many of them may be of considerable antiquity (see also p. 22). Unlike the forts and duns on Tiree and 

ColI,74 only three forts have been found to contain midden material (Nos. 148, 150 and 153) and even then only in 

small quantities. At Dun Domhnuill (No. 148) part of a midden was exposed in the nineteenth century revealing 

quantitites of sea-shells and animal bones (including a centrally-perforated bovine metapodial, similar to that 

found at Dun Ban, Barra)75 as well as numerous sherds ofIron Age pottery (one of which probably belongs to the 

class known as Clettraval ware).76 Another noteworthy feature at Dun Domhnuill is a stone basin cut into the 

living rock at its centre; a similar rock-cut basin is known from the Early Historic royal fortress at Dunadd, 

Argyll, where it is by inference associated with the proclaiming of the kings of Dalriada. The five stone-walled 

forts mentioned above (Nos. 147-50 and 153) can be comfortably accommodated into the generally accepted 

range of Iron Age fortifications in Argyll; the date and affinities of Dun Uragaig and Meall Lamalum are, 

however, more difficult to gauge as no sites of this type have been excavated. 

BROCH 

Dun Bhoraraic (No. 169) is the southernmost broch in Argyll, and only six others have been so far recognised 

within the county. 77 While displaying most of the structural elements which distinguish brochs from other small 

drystone forts of the Iron Age Atlantic province-a circular plan, thick galleried wall with a ledge-like 

scarcement in its inner face, a guard-cell, possible intramural cell, and rebated entrance-passage-Dun Bhoraraic 

also possesses certain unusual features. The diameter of its central court, 13·7 m, does not appear to be exceeded 

in any other example, although it should be noted that the proportion of total wall-base to overall diameter 

(40·5%) is not exceptionally low. On the other hand, the entrance passage is rebated on only one side, the check 

being formed by a single transverse slab protruding from the wall-face instead of by a uniform reduction in the 

passage width on each side; a further curious feature of the passage is that the guard cell lies on the left hand or 

defended side of any intruder, thus reducing its effectiveness. 

While it would be reasonable to expect aberrant forms of any structural type on the outer limits of its area of 

distribution, it may nevertheless be prudent to recognise that,just as there is no clear line of demarcation between 

dun and fort , so between the clear-cut examples of dun and broch there may lie various hybrids, constructed at 

different stages of the process of evolutionary development. In these circumstances, it would be unwise to suggest 

a specific date for the occupation of Dun Bhoraraic. Moreover, although recent work in the Northern Isles78 

might lead us to believe that brochs originated in the early 6th century BC, a comprehensive programme of 

research79 into brochs and related structures of the Western Isles produced evidence ofa possible development in 

Western Atlantic Scotland some six hundred years later. 
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DUNS 

As in the case of forts, the relatively poor preservation of the forty-nine surviving duns of Islay and the almost 21 

total absence of excavation make it difficult to offer other than general remarks about their character and 

context. They appear to vary widely in size, the internal diameter of the smallest, Borraichill Mor, Bridgend (No. 
182), being only 6m, while such examples as An Dun, Mullach Ban (No. 172) and Lon Broach 1 (No. 219) are 

barely to be distinguished from the smallest forts; in the last two instances only their regularity of plan and 

disproportionately thick walls provide adequate grounds for identification. Although such regular plans are 

displayed by a number of duns-among these the circle and oval predominate-the majority of determinable 

sites (56%) are decidedly irregular, a feature which reflects the nature of the ground occupied. As many as ten 

duns, representing 20% of the total, are situated on sheer-sided rock stacks, all but one of which are located on the 

seashore. However, a greater proportion of duns than forts (55% as against 33%) occupy sites adjacent to areas of 

cultivable ground or pasture, which may indicate that their occupants set a higher priority on land-utilisation 

than on security. 

The duns were nevertheless strongly defended, the enclosing drystone wall varying from 2 m to 6·6 m in 

thickness, with roughly one-third of the sites being additionally protected by outlying walls of slighter build and 

often of no great extent. The problems of maintaining stability in the rubble core of the dun wall are illustrated by 

the presence of medial revetments at the two adjacent sites at Lon Broach (Nos. 219-20), while external and 

internal plinths or revetments have been recorded at Nos. 205 and 226 respectively. At Lossit (No. 221), on the 

other hand, it is possible that imminence of structural collapse compelled the occupants to dismantle the upper 

portions of the dun wall; the use of timber-lacing in the dun No. 204 has already been mentioned in this respect. 

The use of an internal gallery, presumably also to improve stability, has been noted at only one site, Dun 

Chroisprig (No. 208), where the wall of the outwork may also incorporate some form of revetment; alternatively 

the same feature may represent refurbishment of the outwork in a secondary phase, at which time a postern 

appears to have been provided through the outer defence. The entrance of the dun itself, like all but two of the 

entrances whose form may be determined with any degree of certainty, appears to possess no rebate. In fact, the 

only indubitable example of a rebated entrance-passage occurs at Lon Broach 1 (No. 219); the exceptional width 

of this passage, 2·5 m at its outer end, exceeds the maximum recorded in the island's forts. Equally remarkable is 

the entrance of dun No. 205, which appears to defy both commonsense and tradition by increasing in width 

towards the outer end. 

In several duns (e.g. Nos. 219-20 and 227-8) even where the structural details of the entrance are not visible, 

the dun-builder's concern for security at the entrance may be gauged by the degree to which the dun wall 

increases in thickness in that part of the defensive circuit. At Dun nan Nighean (No. 216) the opportunity may 

have been taken to construct an intramural guard-cell, again apparently on the intruder's left-hand side, while at 

Port Froige (No. 227) the evidence suggests that the wider portion of the wall containing the entrance was built 

separately from the rest of the perimeter. This so called 'block-house' arrangement, which has been observed in 

certain forts in Shetland, Orkney, and Caithness,80 has also been suspected at other duns and forts in Argyll,81 

and may even go some way towards explaining the curiously concave favade at Dun nan Nighean. The rock-cut 

staircase of two flights, which provides immediate access to this dun, is paralleled in less elaborate form at three 

other sites (Nos. 195, 197 and 231), while a crudely-built setting of boulders affords the same facility at another 

(No. 170). 

Apart from a crescentic scarp within the interior of Creag an Fhithich (No. 193) itself overlain by what 

appears to be a secondary wall reducing the habitable area of the dun by almost half- a unique structural feature 

in Islay- there are no traces of freestanding internal dwellings. Moreover, of the numerous examples of evidently 

secondary minor structures associated with duns, only that lying within the interior of An Dun, Octofad (No. 

24 



INTRODUCTION: THE IRON AGE 

173) seems likely to be of any antiquity; it survives as an oval hollow edged with earthfast stones and may be 

compared with the subrectangular example at the fort No. 129. Other comparable structures were recorded at the 

fort Dun nan Gall, and the broch Dun Mor, Vaul, both on TireeY Another manifestation of secondary use is 

lazy-bed cultivation, which may be observed within the interior of several sites, notably Nos. 197,220, and 222. 

The duns of Jura are poorly preserved (Nos. 184, 186, 192 and 210); Dun Doir a' Chrorain (No. 210), however, 

is unusual as it was provided with an annexe situated on a lower terrace. It also appears originally to have had two 

entrances, a feature noted at several other duns in Argyll. 83 

With some thirteen examples, Colonsay has a relatively high density of duns, a fact that doubtless simply 

reflects the fertility of the island, whereas none has been found on Oronsay. The duns are closely associated with 

land under recent cultivation, but they slightly outnumber the present total offarms. In general, the duns are of 

small size and several appear to be little more than hut-circles placed on rock-stacks. The dun at Queens Bay (No. 

229) is exceptionally small and it is questionable whether this structure could have functioned in the same way as 

the larger examples. Another small dun, Dunan nan Nighean (No. 203), still retains part of the roof of its 

entrance-passage, and when partially excavated, it was found to contain a secondary structure inserted into its 

west end; similar features have been noted at Dun Mor, Vaul, and Dun Ibrig, both on Tiree.84 

Finally, mention may be made of several enclosures, which may possibly be of broadly Iron Age date, as well as 

of activities at this period within the sand-dunes at Ardnave, Islay, and elsewhere. Among the monuments classed 

as miscellaneous structures there are several enclosures which display affinities with one or other of the fortified 

sites already described. They resemble each other in occupying positions of considerable natural strength, and 

the smaller examples, (Nos. 446--7, 449 and 453-5) are to be distinguished from duns only by the fact that they are 

enclosed by revetted banks of earth or turf. To these structures on Islay may be added the stone walled enclosure 

at Dunan Ulbha, Jura (No. 260), which, had it been placed on the top of a knoll, rather than on its flank, would 

undoubtedly have been included as a dun. The larger enclosure, on the headland of Ard Fhraoch, Islay (No. 445), 

which is defined by a revetted bank, invites comparison with the promontory forts Nos. 161 and 165. It is worthy 

of note that four of these sites are to be found on the coast of the Oa, where there are several examples of duns or 

forts with relatively slight defences (e.g. Nos. 137, 197 and 222). The date and function of the earthwork No. 452 

are unknown; standing, however, in a remote position of little natural defensive strength on the Oa ofIslay, it 

could have served effectively as an outpost from which to keep a watch over the south-west approaches to 

Laggan Bay and Loch Indaal. 

The partially excavated souterrain at Kilellan, Islay (No. 270), found in an area of sand-dunes, is similar in 

form to those recorded from Tiree, 85 and is probably also ofIron Age date. Further contacts with more northerly 

Hebridean Islands may be indicated by the small subterranean structure at Dun nan Nighean (No. 216), which 

resembles the miniature souterrains on Beinn Tighe, Canna. 86 

The evidence of man's activities within the sand-dunes usually indicates settlement or agriculture at times when 

the dunes were covered by grassland, but because of the unstable nature of such a surface, these settlements were 

at risk from shifting sand and might rapidly be engulfed . Their dates may be difficult to assess (e.g. No. 241), 

but major concentrations of sand-hill finds of all periods are listed on pp. 17-18. The excavations in the dunes at 

Ardnave, for example (No. 242), were prompted by the discovery of a hearth, a bronze rosette-headed pin and a 

bronze brooch of third- or fourth-century AD date; they revealed a second hearth with a radiocarbon date of 

ad 195±60 (au-1443), as well as traces of spade cultivation, probably of similar chronological range to the 

bronze-work. No traces of the contemporary settlement site were, however, discovered. Several caves, including 

the King's Cave, Jura, and Uamh Ur, Colonsay (pp. 18-19), may also have been used for shelter at this period. 

There are very few stray finds, but a possible example is a pottery vessel from Kinuachdrach, Jura. 87 
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Comparative plans of early chapels 
(A) Duisker 2, Islay (No. 353) 
(B) Nereabolls 2, Islay (No. 385) 
(C) Bruichladdich, Islay (No. 320) 
(D) Ardilistry, Islay (No. 315) 
(E) Kilslevan , Islay (No. 375) 
(F) Cill Mhoire, Oronsay (No. 337) 
(C) Eileach an Naoimh, Garvellachs (No. 354) 

(H)Carn , lslay(No.321) 
(1) Cill Eathain, Islay (No. 332) 

(K) Cill Ei leagai n, Mulreesh, Islay (No. 334) 
(L) Duisker I, Islay (No. 352) 

(M) Ci ll a ' Chubein, Islay (No. 323) 
(N) Cill Tobar Lasrach, Islay (No. 340) 
(P) Cill Mhoire, Upper Kilchattan , 

Colonsay (No. 338) 

(Q)Ci ll Eileagain , 
Craigens, lslay (No. 333) 

(R) G leann na Gaoith' , Islay 
(No. 356) 

(S) Tockmal , Islay (No. 396) 
(7) Ci ll Choman, Islay 

(No. 330) 



INTRODUCTION: THE EARLY CHRISTIAN PERIOD 

THE EARLY CHRISTIAN PERIOD 

ECCLESIASTICAL MONUMENTS 

Under this head are considered monuments of the period that begins with the first appearance of Christian 

memorials in Scotland (in Galloway in the 5th century) and ends with the introduction of the Romanesque style 

of architecture into western Scotland in the 12th century. 

The most extensive remains are found on the small island of Eileach an Naoimh (No. 354), where the earliest 

structures on a multi-period site probably belonged to an eremitic monastery, the home of a small group of 

monks who had set out, like Columba's friend Cormac, 'to find a desert place in the ocean' . 88 These remains 

include a pentagonal inner enclosure with two associated outer walls blocking the approach from the boat

landing, an outlying double-chambered beehive cell, and three cross-inscribed grave-markers of early type, one 

of them associated with a circular 'special grave'. Most of these elements are found in small Irish monastic 

settlements such as Killabuonia, Co. Kerry,89 although the topography of the island produced an unusually 

dispersed layout and the position of the beehive cell, some distance from the area of continuing occupation, 

probably accounts for its good state of preservation. In construction and plan this cell resembles examples at 

Killabuonia more closely than the better-known and probably later structures on Skellig Michael, Co. Kerry.90* 

The earlier of the two chapels on Eileach an Naoimh is a rectangular clay-mortared building which is similar in 

scale to the chapel on the Brough of De erne ss, Orkney,91 and like it probably belongs to the 11 th or 12th century. 

Eileach an Naoimh has sometimes been identified with Hinba, where a monastery with an associated 

hermitage was founded in the 6th century by St Columba and frequently visited by him. If Hinba indeed lay 

within the area covered by this volume a more probable identification is Jura, where the sheltered church-site at 

Cill Earnadail (No. 331), in the most fertile part of the island, may preserve the name of Ernan, an uncle of 

Columba who was briefly prior of Hinba .92* There is, however, some reason to suppose that Hinba lay north of 

Mull, and the evidence is too slight for conclusive identification .93* The possible existence of a monastery of the 

Columban paruchia at Kildalton, Islay (No. 367), in the 8th century is suggested by the presence of an elaborate 

cross related to those on Iona (infra ), but there are no surface-features. On Nave Island, Islay (No. 383), the 

discovery of part of a cross of similar date supports an Early Christian origin for the ovoid stone-walled enclosure 

round the medieval chapel, which is comparable in size and character with the inner enclosure on Eileach an 

Naoimh. If this offshore site was monastic, it may have served a preaching centre marked by the cross at Kilnave 

(No. 374) since small finds from Kilellan (No . 270) indicate that settlement in the Kilnave area may have 

continued at least to the beginning of the Early Christian period. 94 

The religious provision made for the lay population is indicated by the wide diffusion of Cill-names,9S* and 

above all by the survival of numerous burial-grounds and small chapels of drystone or drystone-and-turf 

construction. Although occasional structures of this type have been recorded elsewhere in Argyll,96 the 

preservation on Islay of remains of at least fifteen of these buildings is quite exceptional. As shown on the 

26 accompanying comparative plans, they range from about 4 m to 6 m in internal length and from 3 m to 3· 5 m in 

width, with no apparent correlation between varying size and the differing positions of the entrances. Several of 

them stand within circular or oval enclosures (Nos. 321 , 332, 340, 353, 375), in some cases no more than 12 m 

across, and isolated burial-grounds of similar character are also found (Nos. 322, 325, 336, 355) . Cill Tobar 

Lasrach (No. 340), the largest of the chapels in this group, appears to be secondary to its enclosure, but in other 

cases the relationship cannot be established . In situation, size and construction these buildings are identical with 
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many of the 'keilJs' of the Isle of Man where, as in the Northern Isles, the distribution of chapels appears to be 
related to the settlement-pattern of the Norse period.97 Neither of these areas, however, can show comparable 

burial-grounds of such restricted scale and it is possible that, in this respect at least, some of the Islay sites 

preserve evidence ofpre-Norse origin. In the absence of excavation the dating of the chapels remains uncertain, 

but it is likely that their construction extends into the 12th century, and some of the larger ones scarcely differ 

from those assigned to the medieval period (infra) except in the apparent absence oflime mortar. 

The thirty-one cross-marked stones and free-standing crosses of probable Early Christian date in the area 

display considerable variety of form. They come from nineteen sites, eleven of them in Islay, and with two 

exceptions (Nos. 351, 397) they are associated with burial-grounds or chapels. Most were probably designed to 

stand upright, although there is one recumbent slab at Gleann na Gaoith', Islay (No. 356,2). The only linear 
incised crosses are three well-formed examples from Eileach an Naoimh (No. 354, 1-3), which may be of 7th

century date, and two very simple crosses scratched on stones enclosing a late 9th-century Viking burial at 

Kiloran Bay, Colonsay (No. 298). Eight slabs bear ringless, and a similar number ringed outline crosses, two of 

the former being carved on large standing stones (Nos. 317, 328). Although most of the ringless crosses are of 

simple form, one from Kilchoman (No. 366, 1) bears a superimposed linear cross. This and several other slabs are 

ofcruciform outline and one of these, from Riasg Buidhe, Colonsay (No. 389,1), has a large human face in the 

top arm. Although this carving has no Scottish parallels, it belongs to a group represented in Ireland, where a 

symbolic representation of the Crucifixion is probably inspired by Mediterranean art, a derivation strengthened 

in this instance by the fish-like tail with its reference to a familiar symbol of Christ. 98* Another carving ofIrish 

character is the incised expansional cross with knotted terminals from Cill Eileagain, Mulreesh (No. 334). 

The earliest in type of the free-standing crosses are the almost intact Kilnave Cross (No. 374, 1) and the 

fragment of the arm of a cross of similar size and outline from Nave Island (No. 383). The apparent stylistic 

difference, however, between the Kilnave Cross and those of the Iona group including the Kildalton Cross (No. 

367, 1) results from the use ofa thin slab oflocal flagstone which necessitated carving in flat relief and on one face 

33 

only. Except for its truncated side-arms the Kilnave Cross, with its wide and almost elliptical armpits, closely l8(D) 

matches the proportions of St Oran's Cross, Iona,99 while the spiral ornament of the shaft resembles that of the l8(A) 

Kildalton Cross and that at Keills, Mid Argyll,100 and the remarkably preserved spiral-work of the top arm is 

Jl. 
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Comparative o utlines of Early Chris tian Crosses (scale 1:80) 
(A) St Oran's Cross, Iona (D) Kilnave Cross, Islay (No. 374) 
(B) SI John's Cross, Iona (E) Kilda lton Cross, Islay (No. 367) 
(C) SI Martin's Cross, Io na (F) Keills Cross, Mid Argyll 
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also close to certain passages of the Book of Kells. 101 A date in the 8th century and a probable connection with 
28(£) Iona are thus indicated for the Kilnave as well as the Kildalton Cross. The latter, although much smaller than the 

28 other crosses of the Iona group, is of outstanding interest as the only one where the ideal proportions of the head 

ofSt John's Cross were achieved in monolithic form. 102* The scene of the Virgin and Child with angels is almost 
certainly modelled on that on St Oran's Cross, and the restriction of figure-scenes to one face of the cross 

probably provided a model for the more extensive series on St Martin's Cross. The identification of one of the 
figure-scenes as Abel's sacrifice to the Lord, and subsequent murder, paired with Abraham's sacrifice of Isaac, 

suggests a Eucharistic symbolism appropriate to a monastic context. In its ornamental treament, with a cable
moulded margin and stalked pellets in the 'bird's nest' boss, the Kildalton Cross displays the strong influence of 

metalwork techniques already identified in the Iona group. Moreover, the exaggerated relief of the west face, 
with its stilted central boss and high-relieflions, reinforces the suggested connections of the Iona crosses with the 
St Andrews sarcophagus and the cross-slab at Nigg, Ross and Cromarty.l03* A fourth free-standing cross is 

represented by a single arm preserved at Colonsay House (No. 349). This ringless fragment, with its pronounced 

taper, cannot be closely paralleled among Early Christian free-standing crosses, but a relief cross with a similar 

top arm is carved on the cross-slab of uncertain date at Soroby, Tiree. 104 

The evidence for Scandinavian settlement, and particularly burials of pagan character, merits discussion under 

a separate heading (infra). The cross-incised slabs incorporated in the Kiloran Bay burial (No. 298) suggest 
possible Christian influence on the settlers as early as the last quarter of the 9th century. As noted above, it is 

likely that many of the chapels date from the period following their conversion, and the same may be true of some 

of the carved stones. The cross-slab from Doid Mhairi, Islay (No. 351), is however unique in Scotland in its 

inclusion of foliage-ornament in the Scandinavian Ringerike style surrounding a ringed cross of traditional Irish 
type. 

VIKING ANTIQUITIES 

While the earliest references to the Norse presence in the seas around the islands occur in the last decade of the 8th 

century, when the Vikings appear as raiders and plunderers of monastic houses, their presence on Islay, Colonsay 

and Oronsay from the early 9th to the 10th century is witnessed by burials of distinctively Scandinavian 

character. 10S* Graves of eleven individuals have been identified and there is less definite evidence for a further 

nine possible burials. 106* No cremations have been found . With the exception of the poorly documented burial at 

Newton, Islay (No. 301), all have been found by chance in sand-hill areas. Some lay in naturally formed mounds 

as at Ballinaby, Islay (No. 293, 3), Carn a' Bharraich, Oronsay (No. 294), and Machrins, Colonsay (No. 300,1), 

though others may have had no covering mound. Upright stones may have marked the location of some sites, 107 

while the brooches found at Ballinaby (No. 293, 1) in the late 18th century came from under the largest standing 

stone on Islay (No.79, 1). 

There are two main forms of grave: the long cist, as at Ballinaby (No. 293, 3) and Machrins (No. 300, 2); and 

the enclosure, as at Ballinaby (No. 293, 2) and Kiloran Bay, Colonsay (No. 298). The double grave found at 

Ballinaby (No. 293, 2) had a line of stones on edge surrounding each of the bodies, and at Kiloran Bay the 

rectangular enclosure of upright stone slabs was covered by a boat. Boat-rivets were found in a bed of charcoal 

and accompanied by a 'boat-sinker' at Carn a' Bharraich (No. 294) in 1891 close to the burials, and this suggests 

that a boat may have been buried in connection with the funeral rites. The excavator at Machrins (No. 300) in the 

same year found rivets indicating the former presence of a boat near the group of grave-goods, but did not 

conclude that the burial had been made in the boat. The large number of rivets found at Druim Arstail, Oronsay 
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(No. 297), may have come from a boat but their position, about lOOm from the site of the possible burial, 
prevents any assumption of a direct relationship between them. IOB The sites at Cnoc nan Gall, Colonsay (No. 

295) and Lochan Chille Moire, Oronsay (No. 299), have each produced a few rivets of similar form, which could 

have belonged to a saddle or a chest rather than to a boat. However, although too small a number of rivets survive 

to indicate the former presence of a boat, the funerary ceremonies may have required only the token presence of a 
boat in the grave. 109 Neither boat-burials nor boat-rivets have as yet been recorded on Islay. The burial of 

animals along with their owners is known only from Colonsay. There is no clear evidence that any of the burial 

sites should be considered as cemeteries: at Ballinaby, with the exception of the male and female burials found in 

1877, which lay side by side, the graves are several hundred metres apart, while at Carn a' Bharraich the evidence 
points to a family group, rather than to a wider community. 

Material discovered in the graves is drawn from a variety of insular and Scandinavian sources and may have 

been acquired through trade, gift-exchange or plunder. The origins of the bronze mounts on the weights from 

Kiloran Bay (No. 298) have been suggested as being Irish, Scottish and Anglo-Saxon, while the inspiration for 30 

the decoration on the enamelled mounts lies in Arabic script. I 10 Oval brooches, the characteristic artefact in 

women's graves, were produced in Scandinavian workshops.ll1 The penannular brooch from Machrins (No. 3ID 

300, 1) resembles those found in the St Ninian's Isle hoard, Shetland, 112 and the mounts from Carn a' Bharraich 

(No. 294) were probably looted from a shrine similar to the Monymusk Reliquary.! 13 The grave-finds illustrate 

some aspects of contemporary life, but customs relating to the inheritance of property may have affected the 

choice of artefacts deposited. I 14 Evidence for cloth-making and cloth-working comes from Ballinaby (No. 293, 

2), Cruach Mhor (No. 296), and Carn a' Bharraich (No. 294) while impressions from linen clothing are preserved 149C 

on the brooches from Carn a' Bharraich." 5 The sickle from Cruach Mhor may imply arable farming, and the 

tools from Ballinaby (No. 293, 2) indicate the practice of the smith's craft, while a concern with trade is shown by 3JF 

the balance and weights from Kiloran Bay (No. 298). 

Scales and weights, Kiloran Bay, Colonsay (No. 298) 
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A. Oval brooches (scale 1:2), Ballinaby, Islay(No. 293, I) 
B. Oval brooch (scale 1:2), Ballinaby, Islay (No. 293, 2); rear view showing 

fabric impressions 
C. Gold armlet (scale I :2), Sou~d of Jura 

F 

INTRODUCTION: THE EARLY CHRISTIAN PERIOD 

E 

D. Penannula rbrooch (scale 1:2), M achrins, Colonsay (No. 3(0) 
E. Northumbrian stycas (scale I: I), Kiloran Bay, Colonsay (No. 298) 
F. Smiths' tools (scale 1:4), Ballinaby, Islay (No. 293 , 2) 

It is probable that all the burials belong to the 9th and 10th centuries, although some of the objects from the 

3ID graves, such as the mounts from Carn a' Bharraich (No. 294) and the brooch from Machrins (No. 300, 1) date 

149D from the 8th century or before. The oval brooches of Berdal type from Carn a' Bharraich are among the earliest 

318,147 examples of Viking material found in Scotland. The brooches from Ballinaby (No. 293,2), Newton (No. 301) and 

31A Cruach Mh6r (No . 296) probably belong to the 9th century and those from Ballinaby (No. 293, 1) date to the 

3/E 10th century. 116 The mid-9th-century Northumbrian coins from Kiloran Bay (No. 298) have been 

demonetarised and provide only a rather distant terminus post quem for the burial. 

A number of single finds in sand-hill areas, mainly of pins, probably represent casual losses. A gold armlet of 

31C probable 10th-century date, recovered from the Sound of Jura, 11 7 and the hoard from Machrie, Islay, 118 dating 

from about AD 975 and comprising more than one hundred Anglo-Saxon pennies, in addition to a Kufic dirhem 
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and some pieces of silver, indicate a degree of wealth and participation in the developing trade of the Irish Sea in 

the 10th century. 

The extent and density of Scandinavian settlement in the area is difficult to assess. Place-names of Old Norse 

origin are found in all the islands, but only in Islay are a considerable number of them applied to farms and 
settlements, as well as to natural landscape features. 119* The equal numbers of men's and women's graves, where 

the sex is known, give some indication of the presence of permanent settlers rather than of raiders. Only one 

habitation site, Machrins, Colonsay (No. 300), can be dated to this period, and there it is possible that occupation 

may have been only seasonal. The form of the houses differs from that more usually assigned to Scandinavian 
settlers, as at Brough ofBirsay, Orkney, or Drimore, South Uist, and a derivation from native traditions has been 

postulated. 120 Without excavation and radiocarbon dating it would not be possible to assign such structures to 

the time of Norse settlement. 121* Although fieldwork has revealed considerable evidence for the reoccupation of 

forts and duns, no structures that can plausibly be attributed to Scandinavian settlers have been identified. Islay, 

Jura, Colonsay and Oronsay formed part of the kingdom of Man and the Isles until the early 13th century, but 

while the cross slab from Doid Mhairi, Islay (No. 351), shows the influence of Scan din avian decorative motifs, 

distinctive secular monuments dating from later than the 10th century have not been recognised. 

THE MIDDLE AGES AND LATER 

ECCLESIASTICAL MONUMENTS 

The only religious house in the area was the small Augustinian priory on Oronsay (No. 386), remarkable among 

Scottish houses of the non-mendicant orders for its foundation as late as the second quarter of the 14th century. 

Although reputedly founded by John I, Lord of the Isles, its later history was dominated by the local MacDuffie 

and MacMhuirich families who between them provided many of the priors and canons, and it shows no 
architectural links with the larger Benedictine house on Iona,122 also under the patronage of the Lords of the 

Isles. Most of the buildings appear to have been completed during the 14th century, a period to which few other 

West Highland churches can be attributed, in an unadorned style which renders analysis difficult. The final 
layout of the monastic buildings was comparable, except in its lack of a west range, with that ofIona Nunnery, 123 

but there is evidence of an initial non-claustral phase, comprising the existing east range and a projecting north 

chapel, together with a detached qomestic building incorporating a reredorter. The present church of about 1400, 

with its unicameral plan and modest scale, belongs to the tradition of parochial rather than monastic 

architecture,124 except for a shallow projection, perhaps a sacristy, on the north side of the sanctuary. The 

continuing vitality of the community, even after the downfall of the Lordship of the Isles at the end of the 15th 

century, is shown by its establishment of a monumental sculpture workshop (infra) and by various structural 

alterations, including the addition to the church of a MacDuffie mortuary chapel and the lower stage of an 

intended west tower, and the partial reconstruction of the cloister-arcades. The latter work is in a remarkably 

primitive style, with slab-pillars (presumably derived from the normal Irish type having two columns linked by a 

solid 'web'),125* two of which bear inscriptions naming the mason and the canon who superintended the work. 

The stone altar with its original slab, although possibly reconstituted in the 17th century, is a rare survival. 126* 

Of the medieval parish churches in the area, only the early-13th-century building at KildaIton (No. 367) and 

parts of the small church at Kilchattan, Colonsay (No. 364) are preserved. KildaIton Church, although restricted 33(M) 

in its ornament to simple door- and window-mouldings, marks the transition from the small late-12th-century 33(N) 
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Comparative plans of medieval churches and chapels 
(A) Chapel, Kilnave, Islay (No. 374) 
(B) Chapel , Nave Island , Islay (No. 383) 
(C) Chapel , Kilmory, Scarba (No. 372) 
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" 

(D) Chapel , CiII Chaluim Chille, Kiells, Islay (No . 327) 
(E) Chapel Cill Chaluim Chi lie, Tarbert, Jura (No. 328) 
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(K) Chapel , Finlaggan, Islay (No. 404) 
(L) Church, Eilach an Naoimh, 

Garvellachs (No . 354) 
(M) Church, Kilchattan, Colonsay (No. 364) 
(N) Church, Kildalton, Islay (No. 367) 

(F) Chapel , Cill Chaitriona, Balnahard , Colonsay (No. 326) 
(G) Chapel, Teampull a' Ghlinne, Con on say (No. 390) 

(P) Chapel, Nereabolls I, Islay (No. 384) 
(Q) Chapel, Kilchiaran, Islay (No. 365) 
( R) Chapel, Ciadh Eilisteir, Islay (No. 342) 
(S) Chapel, Kilbride, Islay (No. 363) (If) Chapel , Orsay, Islay (No. 387) 

(1) Chapel, Texa, Islay (No. 39 1) (1) Chapel Kilnaughton, Islay (No. 373) 
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churches of Kintyre and Knapdale, whose maximum internal length was about 12 m, to the more ambitious scale 

characteristic of important 13th-century West Highland churches such as the remodelled Killean Church, 
Kintyre, and Dunstaffnage Chapel, Lorn.127 Early drawings and a few moulded fragments suggest that the 

church at Kilarrow (No. 359) was of somewhat later 13th-century date and probably comparable in scale with 

Kildalton, but nothing is known of the appearance of the important parish church at KiIchoman (No. 366). In 
contrast, the remains of numerous parochial chapels provide valuable information about a poorly documented 

aspect of church organisation. Thus, in KiIchoman parish, the foundations of the chapel at Nereabolls (No. 384) 33(P) 

show that it was almost as large as Kildalton Church, and the funerary monuments are of outstanding quality, 

while there are other chapels at Kilnave (No. 374), on Orsay and Nave Islands (Nos. 387, 383), and at KiIchiaran 
(No. 365), where a baptismal font is preserved. Datable features are lacking in most buildings of this class, and it 

is possible that the footings at Cill Chaitriona, Colonsay (No. 326), where the use of lime mortar cannot be 33(F) 

established, should be classed with the Early Christian chapels discussed above. The chapel on Nave Island 

probably belongs to the early 13th century, and its rubble-built two-light south window is an interesting 

'vernacular' version of a feature executed at Kildalton in sandstone. It is probable, however, that most of the 

chapels shown on the accompanying comparative plans are of late medieval date, and funerary monuments of 33 

that period are associated with almost all those on Islay and also that on Eileach an Naoimh (No. 354). A 17th

century Gaelic source claimed that the chapels on Orsay (No. 387) and Eilean M6r, Finlaggan (No. 404), were 

built or repaired by John MacDonald ofIslay, Lord of the Isles (c. 1325-87), and the chapel on Texa (No. 391) 

may have been erected at the same period by John's son Reginald, who set up a cross there, while 16th-century 

records refer to the chaplainries and endowments of these three chapels and also that at Keills, Islay (No. 327). 

The outlines of the round-angled buildings at Cladh Eilisteir (No. 342) and Kilbride (No. 363), Islay, cannot be 33(R,S) 

classed with the other chapels, and their true period may be indicated by the proposal to erect a preaching-house 

at Kilbride in the 1650s. 

The importance of the patronage exercised by the MacDonald Lords of the Isles is also shown in monumental 

sculpture, for of the eleven known examples of the earliest class of graves labs produced in the 14th century by the 

masons of the Iona school, five are found on Islay (Nos. 359, 1; 367, 6 and 7; 373, 1; 404, 1), all but one of the 
remainder being on Iona itself. 128 The cross-shaft erected on Texa by Reginald (No. 391, 1) also appears to be a 

work of the same period, before the characteristic style oflate medieval carving was fully developed. In all, about 

sixty of the one hundred and sixty late medieval graveslabs, effigies and crosses included in this volume belong to 

the Iona school, outstanding among them being the crosses still in situ at KiIchoman (No. 366, 13) and Oronsay 

Priory (No. 386,32), and the massive effigy of an armed man at Oronsay (No. 386,22) with its remarkable details 

of armour and subsidiary figures. Important groups of Iona school graveslabs, including priests' effigies, are 

found at Kilarrow, KiIchoman, Kildalton and Nereabolls, while there is one graveslab of the Kintyre school at 

Nereabolls (No. 384, 8). Single slabs of the Loch Awe school are found at Kilarrow (No. 359, 11), Kildalton (No. 

367, 10) and Kilmeny (No. 370, 2), and the Loch Sween school is represented by one graveslab at Oronsay Priory 

(No. 386, 11) and a group of four at Kildalton (No. 367, 11 - 14). At the latter site there are a few 16th-century 

slabs carved from the local epidiorite, and the effigy of Don aId son of Pat rick at Finlaggan (No. 404, 11) may also 

be oflocal manufacture, but production in this period was dominated by the Oronsay school, whose work is seen 

at Kilarrow (No. 359, 12 and 13) and Kildalton (No. 367, 15), as well as at Oronsay Priory. Eighteen of the 

twenty-six known products of the school are at the Priory, and they include the elegant graveslab of M urchadh 

MacDuffie (d. 1539; No. 386, 17) and the detailed low-relief effigies of Prior Donald MacDuffie (d . 1554-5; No. 

386, 23) and Canon Bricius MacMhuirich (No . 386, 24). The small figure of Canon Bricius MacDuffie, 

apparently added to a sword-decorated slab held in stock (No. 386, 27), complements the information derived 

from inscriptions about the production-methods of the school. 129 On Orsay (No. 387), 'H ugh MacKay's Grave', 
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a crudely-built late-medieval structure, is unique in Scotland as a surviving example of a type of mortuary house 

found at several Irish churches, and which existed at Iona until the 18th century. 130 

There are few remains of the first two centuries of reformed worship, with the possible exceptions of the 

buildings at Cladh Eilisteir and Kilbride (supra), and the epitaph, in halting Scots verse, commemorating a 

minister of Kilarrow who died in 1700 (No. 359, 25). The activity in the 1620s and 1630s of Franciscan 

missionaries based in Co. Antrim may account for the numerous small crosses carved on the walls of the King's 

Cave, Jura (p. 19) and the survival of the high altar at Oronsay Priory (No. 386). In general the old parish 

churches remained in use, although Kildalton was replaced by a more conveniently situated building at the end of 

the 17th century (No. 367, n.4), and the earliest surviving post-Reformation church in the area was built as a 

result of a scheme of estate improvement rather than for pastoral reasons. The new church of Kilarrow parish 

(No. 360), erected at Bowmore in 1767 at the expense of the sole heritor, Daniel Campbell of Shawfield, is the 

most striking example in Scotland of a circular church-plan. Such a church, with a slightly smaller circular body 

and four lateral projections, had been built by William Adam at Hamilton, Lanarkshire, in 1732. \3l Both in its 

plan and its conspicuous siting at the head of the village street, however, Bowmore was probably inspired by the 

various projects for a church at Inveraray designed between 1747 and 1760 by William Adam and his son John, 

and in particular John Adam's scheme of about 1758 with its single frontal projection incorporating the porch 

and staircases. 132 In the Islay church this porch is heightened into a tower whose squat cupola, in the tradition of 

Scottish civic architecture, belies the local belief that a foreign architect was employed. 133 The simple internal 

layout, with a central pillar supporting the roof-structure, indicates the gap between the ambitions of the patron 

and the limited experience of the unknown mason-architect. The only other surviving church of the 18th century 

is the simple and much remodelled building on Jura (1777; No. 350). The problem of too few ministers, serving 

churches which were inconveniently situated for most of their parishioners, and in the case of Jura and Colonsay 

parish facing great difficulties of communication, was not solved until the 19th century. Colonsay Church (No. 

348), built in 1802-4 by Michael Carmichael, a mason-architect who had been employed on minor work at 

Inveraray, 134 is of simple rectangular plan embellished with a pedimented frontispiece, while a larger but even 

plainer 'preaching-box' was erected in 1825 at Lagavulin, Islay (No. 367, n.4) . Kilchoman Church (No. 366) as 

rebuilt in 1825-7, was of almost equally plain character, but distinguished by a prominent Gothic Revival tower. 

At the same period, pastoral provision was improved by the construction of Parliamentary Churches at 

Portnahaven, Islay (No. 388) and at Risabus in the Oa, Islay (NR 313436; now derelict), while at Kilmeny, Islay, a 

parliamentary manse (No. 413) was provided to serve an existing church rebuilt to comparable standard by the 

local landlord (No. 371). 

Funerary monuments of the 17th century are represented mainly by the skilful adaptation, particularly at 

Kilarrow (No. 359, 2, 4, 23) and Kilchoman (No. 366, 4, 17) of medieval graves labs to include heraldic insignia, 

mottoes and emblems of mortality, and even fashionable sword-hilts attached to medieval blades. One ofthe few 

original monuments of this period is an armorial slab commemorating a cadet of the Camp bells ofCawdor (1689; 

No. 366, 29). A long sporting-gun of 1690 and a small-sword of 1716 are carved on slabs at Kildalton (No. 367, 

26- 7). While recumbent armorial slabs of 18th-century type are numerous on Islay, especially at Kilarrow and 

Kilchoman, and there is also a group of Campbell monuments on Jura (No. 331), none is of outstanding 

sculptural interest. Trade insignia are surprisingly rare, compared even with Mull and Northern Argyll, 135 but an 

unusual example is the lighthouse on a small headstone at Kilchoman (1845; No . 366, 36). 
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CASTLES, TOWERS AND FORTIFICATIONS 

The architecture of medieval secular lordship in this group of islands exhibits a character that is different from 
much of the rest of Argyll. With the possible exception of Claig Castle, Jura (No. 400) and parts of Dunivaig 
Castle, Islay (No. 403), there is a noticeable absence of recognised types such as the major courtyard castles, 'hall
houses' and tower-houses that have been encountered elsewhere, often in some numbers, on the western 
seaboard. Indeed, there is no clearly identifiable evidence of castellar construction of any kind prior to the 14th 
century. It may be significant, therefore, that the prehistoric fort of Dun Eibhinn (No. 149) contains a series of 
small rectangular buildings, some of which may be ascribed to the medieval period, and several other examples of 
later occupation and reuse of early sites are mentioned on pp. 22-23. The fort Dun Guaire (No. 151) appears to 
be one of these sites, and it occupies a position overlooking the remains of the medieval parish church ofKilmeny 
(No. 370) a short distance to the north, a relationship that superficially resembles a pattern of medieval 

settlement widespread throughout the British Isles. 

When allowance has been made for building fabrics that have disappeared, it is clear that conventional 
medieval castellated sites also lack the refinement in the planning, both military and domestic, and in the 
freestone detailing that marks out a number of their more architecturally impressive and generally more sizeable 
counterparts around the Firth ofLorn and the Sound of Mull. The differences probably reflect the resources and 

purposes assigned to these castles by their patrons, but one incidental effect is to make their analysis and dating 
more difficult to assess. On circumstantial grounds some at least of the buildings on Eilean Mar (No. 404), the 
largest of the islands on Loch Finlaggan on Islay and one of the principal seats of the MacDonald Lords of the 

Isles, are likely to be of 14th- and 15th-century date. The two most conspicuous upstanding structures comprise a 
chapel and a service building, but altogether there are the remains of about two dozen assorted and loosely 
grouped buildings, including the foundations of what appears to have been a ground-floor hall. However, with 

no visible elements of fortification and no concession to the need for security other than the fact that it occupies 
an island, Finlaggan's status as a castle is somewhat questionable. In 1549 Dean Monro described the island as 
'well biggit in palace-wark according to their auld fassoun ', and there seems little reason to doubt that Finlaggan 
was one of the two residences (mansiones) of the Lords of the Isles on Islay mentioned in John of Fordun's 

account of about 1380.136 

Although the defensive character of the island-fortress of Dun Chonaill (No. 402), the 'great castle of 
Dunquhonle' in Fordun's list, is not in doubt, this site poses similar problems of dating and building typology. 

The island was well protected by steep cliffs and hazardous landing-places, and as at Cairn burgh Castle in the 
Treshnish Isles 137 these natural defences were supplemented wherever necessary by rubble-built curtain-walls, in 

this case partially enclosing the main summit area and the two flanking knolls. Most of the curtain around the 
main summit is lime-mortared, but the walls of the surviving buildings are of drystone construction. The remains 
of almost thirty structures of various kinds have been noted on the island, situated mainly in the relatively 

sheltered pockets of the main summit and on the low ground adjacent to the boat-landing. None is particularly 
substantial and almost all are of indeterminate age and function, but it is possible that some of these buildings 

were in existence in the later 14th century when Dun Chonaill passed into the possession of the MacLeans of 

Duart. 

Claig Castle (No. 400) stands on the summit of an island which is ofless rugged character than Dun Chonaill, 

and which lies a short distance offshore from Jura House, one of the principal estate-centres of later times. The 
character of the castle itself also comes closer to the more recognisable categories of medieval secular building, 
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although the heterogeneous nature of the principal structure defies ready classification and dating. This is a 

thick-walled rectangular building, almost certainly designed to accommodate a first-floor hall, but there is no 

evidence to show that it ever rose to more than two storeys; it cannot thus be classed as a tower-house, nor does it 
possess the elongated proportions that are found in 'hall-houses'. Its main surviving diagnostic features, a 

ground-floor doorway in one end-wall, an intramural straight-flighted stair, a bicameral ground-plan and an 
absence of vaulting do not in themselves afford close dating criteria. Taken in conjunction with the slight 

historical evidence however, they suggest a late medieval, probably 15th-century, date of building. 

The foremost military stronghold in this region in the later Middle Ages was Dunivaig Castle (No. 403), 
situated on a promontory on the south-east coast ofIslay. Its importance as a focus for local disaffection can be 

measured by the amount of destructive treatment it received, particularly during the first half of the 17th century. 
What survived a devastating siege in February 1615 and further attacks in 1647 is thus but a shattered fragment 

of the one-time fortified residence of the MacDonalds of Dunivaig. The earliest visible remains comprise 

stretches of a lime-mortared curtain-wall which appears to have circumscribed the summit of a rocky crag at the 
tip of the promontory. Although lacking datable characteristics, this wall may have existed in the later 14th 

century when Fordun included Dunivaig (,Dounowak') among his list of western castles. The upstanding 

portions otherwise appear to date mainly from about the middle and second half of the 16th century, and consist 

of three main elements: part ofa two- or three-storeyed hall-building of elongated rectangular plan, which stands 
on the rocky outcrop and overlies the earlier curtain-wall; an outer courtyard of irregular heptagonal layout 

which occupies the low ground immediately in front of this crag and contains the remains of five ancillary 
buildings; and an intermediate linking section comprising a small inner courtyard and a stair to the upper levels 

which incorporates evidence of a retractable footbridge. Loop-holed embrasures and thick angled walls evidently 

were the main means of defence, and the foundations of two angle-bastions appear to have been laid out against 

the talus of the front curtain-wall. Archaeological excavation could probably still reveal much about the military 

and domestic features associated with this north wall, particularly around the main entrance. 

The environs of the castle include an earthwork platform which may have originated in the siegeworks of 

February 1615. Other episodes in the same period of rebellion included Sir lames MacDonald's reconstruction of 

the island-castle on Loch Gorm, Islay (No. 406), and the creation of a fortification of closely comparable design 

and character on an island on Loch an Sgoltaire, Colonsay (No. 405). In each case the surviving remains consist 

of a quadrangular layout with thick curtain-walls and solid drum-bastions at the corners, all crudely built of 

drystone-boulder and slab masonry. The nucleus of the Loch an Sgoltaire site is appreciably smaller, but is set 

within an outer pentagonal enclosure which incorporates five more bastions and an arched gateway. Much of the 

earlier work here was reconstructed or repointed in the 19th century, when a summer-house was inserted in the 

inner enclosure. The site on Loch Gorm, on the other hand, appears to have remained undisturbed since the 17th 

century, although it is probably only the more durable portions of the turf-backed curtain-wall that have 

survived in situ from the 'turfbawn of a great breadth' reportedly erected by Sir lames MacDonald following his 

recapture of the island in April 1615. The interior contains the remains of three rectangular buildings which 

almost certainly belong to the active phase of the castle's history in the early 17th century, if not to an earlier 
period; the largest of these buildings preserves cruck-slots in the side walls (see p. 42).138 

An equally rapid and somewhat makeshift attempt at fortification at about this period probably also accounts 

for the massively thick forework and associated buildings on the spectacular coastal promontory of Dun Athad 

(No. 401) near the Mull of Oa on Islay. There is, however, no precise contemporary record of this work, and it 

cannot be equated with the known fortification of'Downand', an unidentified site which probably lay near Loch 

Gorm.139* Tradition associates A' Chrannag, Islay (No. 398), with the battle of Tniigh Ghruineard in 1598, and 

survey shows it to be a low scarped platform with circular angle-bastions; it is surrounded by the remains of a 
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ditch, but in height and general appearance is scarcely distinguishable from the surrounding salt-marshes at the 

head of Loch Gruinart. 

CRANNOGS AND RELATED STRUCTURES 

The island castles on Loch Finlaggan and Loch Gorm (Nos. 404 and 406, supra) are the two most conspicuous 

lacustrine sites of the historical period in this region. There are, however, at least another ten islands on the 

freshwater lochs ofIslay that incorporate the remains of standing structures which were probably occupied in the 

late medieval and post-medieval periods, the existing buildings of Eilean Mhic lain on Loch Lossit (No. 304) 

possibly being even as late as the 17th or 18th century. 140* Irrespective of overall size, almost all of these islands 

have a complement of two or three buildings, whilst that on Loch Ballygrant (No. 309), the 'Ellan Charrin' of 

Dean Monro's 1549 list, has at least six. The buildings here and elsewhere are predominantly of round-angled 

subrectangular plan and of thick-walled drystone construction; doorway-openings are the only identifiable 

mural features and occur variously in the end- or side-walls, and in the larger structures frequently as opposed 

pairs. 

About half of the islands retain traces of a surrounding enclosure-wall or revetment, but only at Loch Corr 

(No. 311) does this appear to have been of a substantial and protective character. Two of the three openings in 

this wall correspond with the sites ofa probable boat-inlet and a causeway, this being the only island where these 

two features are to be found together. Along with Eilean Mhuireill on Loch Finlaggan (No. 305) and possibly 

those on Loch an Fhir Mhoir, Loch nan Deala and Loch Staoisha (Nos. 308, 313 and 314), the island itself also 

appears to be largely artificial in origin. Much in the same way as Eilean Mor on Loch Finlaggan stands in 

relation to its satellite 'Council Isle' , so the island-settlement on Loch Ballygrant is linked by causeway to a small 

artificial eyot, and there appears to be a similar relationship between the two natural islands on Loch Allallaidh 

(No. 306); 141* in neither of these cases does the lesser island retain any evidence of buildings. 

DOMESTIC ARCHITECTURE FROM THE 17TH TO THE 19TH CENTURY 

Domestic building of the later medieval period is well attested among the castles of this area (e.g. Nos. 402,404 

and 406) . This evidence can be supplemented by historical references to sites that have otherwise disappeared, 

such as the 'duelling-place ... weill furnished' belonging to Angus MacDonald at M ulindry on Islay in 1586. 142 

Whatever the precise character of these buildings, the incoming Campbelllairds of the early 17th century seem to 

have brought with them a different attitude towards the style and setting oflandowners' residences. In 1631 John 

Campbell of Cawdor declared his intention of replacing Dunivaig Castle, the only 'sure place of residence' 

available to his father upon his acquisition of Islay in 1614, by 'a more commodious hous ... in a more proper 

pairt of the yle'. 143 Largely on account of disturbed political and social conditions, this proposal was not finally 

put into effect until after April 1677, when Sir Hugh Campbell ofCawdor recorded instructions for the building 

of his house at Kilarrow and indicated that when he next visited the island he would bring masons with him for 

that purpose.l44 However, the design of Islay House (No. 411) as first erected in the last quarter of the 17th 

century appears to have been an elongated L-shaped block of three main storeys and a garret, built along 

traditional and domesticated tower-house lines and extended to form a balanced half-H plan during the course of 

the 18th century. W H Playfair was the architect whom WaIter Frederick Campbell employed to design a range of 

offices in early Victorian times, and , extensive as these Scottish Baronial additions were, the numerous surviving 
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Ardimersay Cottage, Islay; view by Heath , c.1830 

Playfair drawings, in the words of a later estate-factor, 'show a great deal of work contemplated in 1841 but never 

carried OUt'.145 Immediately following his succession to his uncle's Islay estate in 1909, Hugh Morrison arranged 

for the frontal range of the Playfair additions to be heightened and redesigned in harmony with the older part of 

the house. The architect introduced for this work was Detmar Blow (1867- 1939), a leading exponent of the Arts 

and Crafts Movement who since 1904 had been redesigning Little Ridge, Fonthill, on Morrison's Wiltshire 

estate. 146 This was Blow's only known commission of this kind in Scotland. 

There is no other house of comparable age, scale and character on these islands. 147* Colonsay House (No. 

409) grew up in stages around a two-storeyed laird's house originally built about 1722, but, despite its modest 

size, the general appearance and layout of this small mansion correspond more closely with mainland 

conventions than any other house in this group. Foreland House, Islay (No. 410) is an extended late Georgian 

villa dating from around 1820, and the bow-fronted Atdnave House, Islay (No. 407), largely by reason of its 

position, is one of the more eye-catching of the tacksmen's and lesser lairds' houses of the later 18th and early 

19th centuries. The modestly stylish Kilchoman House (No. 412) was originally erected as a manse in 1825- 6, 

and Islay also contains examples of 'Parliamentary' manses built to Telford 's two standard designs. The two

storeyed version occurs at Kilmeny (No. 413), and in altered and extended form at Portnahaven (NR 171523), 

whilst the single-storeyed type is represented solely by the building at Risabus (NR 317436) in the Oa. 

There is a variety of improved farmhouse types, but minor domestic architecture of the later 18th and more 

especially the first half of the 19th century is best exemplified by the series of planned villages on Islay which are 

indeed testimony 'to the exceptional qualities of the local Campbelllairds as Highland Landowners' . 148* The 

first was Bowmore (No. 408), founded in 1768 by Daniel Campbell (the Younger) of Shawfield and Islay. Set 

upon a north-facing slope around an established quay and change-house,149 the village was laid out on an 
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ambitious grid-pattern with a distinctive circular church (No. 360) placed at the head of a broad axial Main 
Street. A distillery was founded here in 1779, and the building-plots filled out steadily in the later 18th and 19th 
centuries. The original street-pattern remains virtually intact, and there are some surviving groups of two
storeyed houses dating from the first half-century of the village's development. An even higher proportion of 
terraced houses with relatively unaltered, and usually standard three-bay frontages survive from WaIter 
Frederick Campbell's later foundations at Port Ellen (1821, No. 415) and Port Charlotte (1828, No. 414), named 
after Lady Ellinor Charteris and Lady Charlotte Camp bell, his first wife and his mother respectively. Both 
settlements were intended to fulfil a combination of purposes, serving as centres for local agriculture, distilleries 
and fishing. Port Ellen adopts a roughly semicircular layout around the head of Loch Leodamais, whilst what 
Lord Teignmouth described as 'the showy village of Port Charlotte'150 has a mainly linear, but partly gridded 
plan. The small fishing village of Port Wemyss (No. 417) was established by the same founder in about 1833 on a 
semi-elliptical or elongated D-shaped layout. Although omitted from published lists of planned villages, Port 
Wemyss undoubtedly belongs to this category of settlement, and, while lacking some of the regular 
characteristics of these more formal creations, the neighbouring fishery ofPortnahaven (No. 416) had already 
been reorganised in similar spirit in the third decade of the 19th century by WaIter Frederick's uncle, Captain 
Walter Campbell of Sunderland. The surroundings of many of these villages, it should be noted, still preserve a 
discernible pattern oflotted lands. 

FARMS, TOWNSHIPS AND SHIELINGS 

As elsewhere in the Highlands and Islands, the traditional unit of pre-improvement rural settlement on Islay, 
Jura and Colonsay was the multiple- or joint-tenancy farm. Ruined townships are to be found on all the islands, 
sometimes in close proximity to sites of considerable antiquity or associated with place-names suggestive of 
ancient settlement (see p. 32). The townships at Tockmal (No. 427) and Kilslevan (NR 420671) on Islay, for 
example, are situated a short distance from medieval chapels (Nos. 396 and 375);151* others have grown up in the 
vicinity of older defensive works such as Dun Nosebridge, Islay (No. 157) and Dun Eibhinn, Colonsay (No. 149) 

whilst the cup-marks near Tockmal and more especially at An Carn, Jura (No. 418) indicate an even more remote 
past. In their existing forms, however, the vast majority of surviving townships are demonstrably oflate 18th- or 
19th-century date, their distribution and size reflecting a period of population growth until the 1830s. 152 

Deserted settlements dating from the final phases of this period of population growth and multiple-tenancy 
farming are particularly numerous in the Oa peninsula, and Lurabus (No. 424) is one of the largest and best 
preserved. A few may be of earlier date, and the exiguous remains that are situated around the farmstead at 
Knocklearos:h (NR 399649; see No. 436) are possibly a vestige of the lead-mining settlement known to have 

existed there in the earlier part of the 18th century. 
Associated with many of these parent townships and forming an integral part of traditional transhumance 

practices, was the shieling or summer grazing. One of the most celebrated illustrations and descriptions of a 
408 Scottish shieling relates to a group on the south-west coast of Jura observed by Thomas Pennant in 1772.153 He 

first noted some 'summer huts for goatherds, who keep here a flock of eighty for the sake of the milk and cheeses', 
and then landed on a bank 'covered with sheelins, the habitations of some peasants who attend the herds ofmilch 

cows. These formed a grotesque groupe; some were oblong, many conic, and so low that entrance is forbidden, 
without creeping through the little opening, which has no other door than a faggot of birch twigs, placed there 

occasionally: they are constructed of branches of trees, covered with sods; the furniture a bed of heath, placed on 

a bank of sod; two blankets and a rug; some dairy vessels; and above, certain pendent shelves, made of basket-
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Weaver's house near Bowmore, Islay; view offront, 1772 

work, to hold the cheese, the produce of the ~ummer'. All-stone or stone-and-turf footings of buildings that 

could have corresponded with this description have been noted in many of the more isolated parts of these islands 

(Nos. 419, 420), including Colonsay, where distances between 'wintertown' and shieJing can never have been very 

great. The visible remains are of varying size and character, ranging from what appear to have been single 

herdsmen's huts to a dense group of more than two dozen structures situated around the upper reaches of the 

Margadale River on Islay (No. 425). Not all remotely-sited huts can, however, be classed as shielings, and those 

at the coastal settlement and enclosure around the foot of Beinn a' Chaisteil, Islay (No. l31) pose special 

problems of interpretation. The difficult terrain could not have provided much safe grazing and, like the cleitean 

ofSt Kilda, some of the later stone-corbelled huts may have been associated with the practice of sea-fowling. 

The individual buildings that make up surviving farming townships are not dissimilar in character from those 

found in many of the local medieval castles and island-dwellings, and from some of the early chapels. Indeed, the 

largest of the rectangular buildings contained within the island-castle on Loch Gorm, Islay (No. 406), preserves 

cruck-slots of a four-bay cruck framework, and since it almost certainly dates from the early 17th century seems 

to be one of the earliest physical examples of this form of roof construction yet identified in Scotland. In addition 

to other cruck-slots, including end-crucks, surviving fragments of scarf-jointed crucks were noted on Islay and 

Colonsay, but the only complete extant specimens were in buildings at Keils (No. 422) on Jura. 154 

Views ofa weaver's house near Bowmore on Islay in 1772,155 the earliest known detailed illustrations ofa small 42 

traditional dwelling in this area, show a linear building of rectangular plan, possibly a cruck-framed byre

dwelling with two open hearths. It is of gable-ended type with square-angled stone walls and a turf-built gablet; 

the thatched roof, which incorporates thatched vents or cowls, is secured by a network of ropes and anchor

stones. Some much-altered byre-dwellings have been noted in the course of this survey, but among known 

physical and pictorial evidence the most widely prevailing house-type is the later gable-ended three-bay thatched 43A,B 
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A 

A. Cottage (unidentified), Islay, c.1900 
B. Cottages,Kiloran,Colonsay,1914 B 

cottage that occurs singly or in terraced groups. Lord Teignmouth observed1s6 that the tenant farmhouses on 
Colonsay contained 'two, and sometimes three, good dwelling apartments, a store-house or barn, a byre, and 
perhaps another apartment built in a run'. He further noted that the laird of Colonsay allowed £10 or £12 to the 
tenants who equipped their houses with chimneyed fireplaces, 'yet the people, even when they have their 
chimney, will not make use of it, placing their fire on the floor on the usual pretext that the wee things may be able 

to get round it.' Some of the dwelling-units at the former fishing township of Riasg Buidhe (No. 426) have 
chimneyed fireplaces that are clearly of secondary construction. Other 19th-century crofting townships, such as 

306-8 Keils (No. 422) on Jura and Conisby (NR 262618) on Islay, are among the few places where thatching still 

survives. ls7 Reeds and straw predominate as thatching-materials, but bent grass, heather and ferns are also 
known to have been much employed. Roped thatch was evidently common, and an early photograph of an 

43A unidentified cottage on Islay shows a type of scollop thatching in which horizontal fixing-rods were secured by 
pegs. IS8 So far as smaller ancillary buildings are concerned, corn-drying kilns and kiln-barns (e.g. Nos. 421, 428; 

see also Nos. 354,418,424 and 427) constitute a fairly common feature of the traditional farming landscape in 
these islands, either forming part of a township group or standing isolated, adjacent to an area of former arable 

cultivation. ls9 

The first half of the 19th century witnessed the reorganisation of many traditional agricultural holdings into 
single consolidated tenancies. A somewhat abrupt reduction in the number of tenants at Kilchiaran, Islay, in 

about 1826 corresponded with the building there of a farm steading of an unusual D-shaped plan (No. 423); it has 
a radially-designed inner cattle court, similar in general outline to that of the famous semicircular Maam steading 
near Inveraray, Argyll, the completed half of an intended circle erected in 1787-9.160 The barn at Kilchiaran is 

contained in a rear cross-wing, and still preserves the water-wheel and mill of its former threshing unit. One of the 
most conspicuous features of the larger 19th-century farmsteadings on Colonsay and Oronsay is the roofed 
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A. Conisby, Islay; detail of horse-gang 
B. Conisby, Islay; horse-gang in operation, 1980 

C C. Cladville Farm, Islay; walled horse-gang 

octagonal horse-gang, shown complete with drive mechanisms and threshing-mills in a series of early 20th
century drawings. 161 Cladville Farm (NR 178542) on Islay has a walled open horse-gang, 162 whilst at Conisby the 44C 

open platform characteristic of the smaller farms throughout this area was still operational in 1980. Few of the 44A,B 

improved farmsteadings have any architectural pretensions. The courtyard layout of the Home Farm at Islay 

House (No. 411), the largest and probably the earliest of the islands' improved farmsteads, has a formal 

pedimented frontage of neo-Classical style, while the more modest steading at Ardnave, Islay (No. 407), has a 

part-battlemented and arcaded fa~ade. 

Finally, among the features associated with agricultural improvement, mention should be made of a special 

system of irrigation at the head of Loch Gruinart (NR2867, 2967) which was described in the early 19th 
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century.163 The system employs a series of much-reconstructed flood-gates with iron valves and wooden boards 

'which open for the out-going and shut against the incoming water'. 

INDUSTRIAL AND ENGINEERING WORKS. INCLUDING QUARRIES 

Lead mining on Islay (No. 436) is the oldest recorded industry of historical significance in this group of islands. In 

the later Middle Ages Islay was known to possess 'much lead ore', 164 and a number of attempts to assess and 

exploit these resources were made intermittently by proprietors and lessees from the early 17th century to about 

1880. Although of local importance, these operations were never at any time carried out on as extensive or as 

successful a scale as other lead-mining activities on the Scottish mainland, including those centred on Strontian 

and Lurga in North Argyl1.165 Some of the opencast workings of Islay may be comparatively ancient, but the 

most conspicuous remains, which are situated around M ulreesh, date from the last revival of activity after 1862. 

Veins of silver and copper were associated with some of the lead deposits, and 18th-century observers also noted 

an abundance of (bog) iron-ore in the neighbourhood of the mines, and on Jura. 166 

On Islay these materials were intrusive in bands of Dalradian limestone, and a number of 19th-century 

limekilns (at e.g. NR 348633,360463,402632) also testify to the work oflimestone quarrying and burning for local 

agricultural purposes. The manufacture of land drainage tiles from clays at Foreland (No. 435) was also a by

product of agricultural improvement in the second quarter of the 19th century, and millstone-quarrying on Islay 

(Nos. 429, 433 and at Smaull, NR c.214687; see also No. 4) may have been indirectly stimulated by similar 

developments in agriculture and distilling. In the late 19th century, slate-quarrying was actively prosecuted at 

Kilchiaran (NR 1960) and Esknish (NR 3764) on Islay, and at Tarbert (NR 6182) and Inverlussa (NR 6487) on Jura, 

but the principal local centre of this industry was on the island of Belnahua (NM 7112), where extensive remains of 

dwellings and machinery date from the final period of activity in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 167 

During the past two centuries the industrial history of Islay and Jura has come to be based on commercial 

whisky distilling (No. 437), and Islay malts nowadays constitute one of the major groups in the Scotch Whisky 

industry. 168 As elsewhere in the Highlands, the industry on Islay had its origins in a long tradition in the making 

of pot-still malt whisky on a domestic basis, and against a background of much illicit grain distillation for 

commercial purposes (cf. No. 431). With its ideal supplies of water, peat and barley, Islay was well placed to take 

advantage of the more enlightened legislation enacted in the first quarter of the 19th century, and a relatively high 

proportion of the major concerns established between 1779 and 1881 have managed to survive the fluctuating 

fortunes of the whisky trade. Most of them have been extensively modernised, but collectively they retain a 

representative range of traditional features . 

The competing demands on barley by so many distilleries may account for the comparative paucity of 

surviving estate-built meal mills on Islay, significant remains of which were found only at Bridgend (NR 328631), 

Ballygrant (NR 395661) and Lower Glenastle (NR 290452).169* Traces of at least one horizontal mill are visible on 

Colonsay (No. 444),1 70 and a rather better-preserved example of a similar type of structure has been located on 

Jura (No. 431). On Islay the application of water-power can best be observed in relation to farm threshing (No. 

423) and to buildings associated with the local textile industry.171* The woollen mill at Redhouses (1883, No. 

440) retains water-powered wool-processing machinery of exceptional technological interest, among the last of 

its kind to survive in Britain. 

Reorganised villages such as Portnahaven (No. 416) are testimony to the importance of the local sea-fishing 

industry at the turn of the 19th century, and lesser coastal industries included the manufacture of kelp and salt. 

The shores of Colons ay and Oronsay evidently had a more favourable tidal reach for kelp than those ofIslay, but 
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INTRODUCTION: THE MIDDLE AGES AND LATER 

Port Askaig, Islay; 
view from s by Heath, 
c.1830 

production generally in this area was on a smaller scale than on other Hebridean islands such as Tiree. 172 Possible 

remains of kelp-burning activities have been found at, for example, Port Sgibinis on Colonsay (NR404994) and 
within and around the chapel on Nave Island, Islay (No. 383). The production of salt on Islay was recorded at 
Portnahaven and Ardlarach in the later 17th century; no pans at either works have yet been identified, but the 

name and setting of Saltpan Point near Gartbreck Farm (NR2858) provide reasonable circumstantial evidence 
for the Ardlarach operations. 17 3 

The best-preserved old harbours and piers are at Feolin, Lagg and Craighouse on Jura (Nos. 434,438 and 443); 

these, together with the bridge over the Corran River (No. 430), were surveyed and built under the direction of 
the Commissioners for Highland Roads and Bridges between 1808 and 1815 principally to serve the well
established droving traffic from Islay, Colonsay and Jura traversing the island en route to Keills in Knapdale. 

The first and most important purpose-built aid to coastal navigation in these waters was the Rinns of Islay 
Lighthouse (N 0.441) erected on Orsay by the Commissioners of Northern Lighthouses in 1824-5 to the design of 

Robert Stevenson. The use of brick, and constraints exercised by the Board of Trade on the Northern Lighthouse 
Board after 1853, make Ruvaal Lighthouse (No. 442) a less ambitious structure than its precursor on Orsay. 

Quite different from both of these is the attractive L-planlighthouse-tower opposite Port Ellen (No. 439), which 
was erected, at his own expense, by Waiter Frederick Campbell in 1832 as a memorial to his wife, Lady Ellinor 
Campbell. 

The improvement of the road network on Islay in the late 18th and 19th centuries calls for no special comment, 

but mention should be made of the one-time cast-iron bridge (No. 432) that had already stood 'several years' by 

the time James MacDonald 's survey of 1808 was published in 1811. It was then described as 'a rarity in the west of 
Scotland', and it was older than either of the structures of 1810 that have recently been claimed as the earliest 
cast-iron bridges in Scotland . 174 
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INVENTORY 

CHAMBERED CAIRNS 

The code number in round brackets immediately following 
the title of each article in this section conforms to the system 
outlined by Henshall, Chambered Tombs , 2, 312- 13 . 

Chambered Cairn, Ballynaughton, Islay (ILY 4) 
NR390464 June 1975 

This cairn is situated 300 m w of the ruins of Ballynaughton 
More on a relatively narrow strip of almost level rough 
grazing bounded by arable fields to the SE and by a rocky 
ridge to the NW. Only a little cairn material remains, now 
almost completely overgrown, but as shown on the plan it 
appears to extend intermittently over an area measuring 
about 20 m from NE to sw by a maximum of 10 m 
transversely; whatever its precise size may originally have 
been, it seems likely that the cairn was trapezoidal in shape, 
with a breadth of not more than 16 m at the broader (NE) end 
and a length of at least 20 m. 

Entered from the NE, the roofless chamber is about 6 m 
long and up to 1·5 m wide internally, and is divided by 
transverse septal slabs into four compartments. Immediately 
N of the entrance there is a pointed stone, I m high above 
ground level , which may be one of a pair of portal stones; 
what appears to be its fallen partner would, if erect, occupy a 
corresponding position at the s side of the entrance. Most of 
the slabs forming the chamber are massive blocks, now 
exposed up to 0·9 m above ground; during excavations 
carried out in 1901 1 it was found that the surviving side-slabs 
of the two outermost compartments were standing to a 
height of as much as 1·42 m above the floor. Although at least 
two side-slabs are missing, it can be seen that the chamber 
decreases in width towards the rear, from a maximum of 
about 1·5 m to 0·6 m at the back of the innermost 
compartment. Likewise the compartments contract both in 
length and height, and the innermost is evidently a less 
substantial structure than the others, only the tops of its 
stones being at present visible at turf level. The septal stones 
rise almost to the same height as the side-slabs they support, 
and the disposition of the side-slabs shows the successive 
overlapping (or imbrication) characteristic of chambered 
cairns of Clyde type. 

The chamber contains a layer of debris about 0·6 m deep, 
but when emptied in 190 I it was filled with stones and soil 
from which were recovered a chert flake and one tiny 
fragment of burnt bone; the discovery of a hoard of coins, 
dating from the mid-15th to mid-16th centuries AD, which lay 

B 

Chambered cairn , Ballynaughton, Islay (No. I) 
A. plan 
B. view from w 
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hidden in the E corner of the third compartment, suggested to 
the excavator that the chamber had already been disturbed 
and rifled by the time the hoard was deposited . All the finds 
are lost. 

2 'Chambered Cairn', Brahunisary, Islay (ILY 5) 
NR376462 June 1975 

Immediately SE of the approach road to Kilbride, and 230 m s 
of Brahunisary, there is a largely grass-grown accumulation 
of stones, most of them of large size, spread over an area 
measuring about 12 m by 4· 5 m, and standing up to I m in 
height. There seems to be no evidence to support the 
suggestion 1 that this may be the remains of a severely robbed 
chambered cairn of Clyde type; it may rather represent the 
foundations of a roughly reclangular building of no great 
age. 

3 Chambered Cairn, Cladh Chlainn lain, Jura (JRA I) 
NR504631 May 1976 

This cairn is situated about 1·3 km s of Strone, on a small 
shelf on the right bank of the Abhainn na Sroine, close to the 
shore ofPol! a' Cheo. At its ENE end the cairn is 5·3 m broad 
and about 0-4 m in greatest height. Its length, however, is 
difficult to establish; the three kerb-stones to the rear of the 
chamber suggest a length of only 4 m, but an alternative 
suggestion, favoured by Henshal!,l is that the turf-covered 
stony ridge extending for a further 6 m indicates the original 
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outline of the cairn, and this is shown by a dashed line on the 
plan. In front of the portal stones the cairn material is visible 
over a distance of about 1·5 m, and this doubtless represents 
the original blocking of the tomb. 

The simple chamber is set behind a crescentic fa9ade, with 
portal stones measuring I· 5 m and 0·9 m in height 
respectively and placed some O· 35 m apart. Only the s side
slab of the chamber (aligned ENE- WSW) survives, measuring 
1·4 m in length, 0·15 m in thickness, and exposed to a height 
ofO·5m. 
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C. Chambered cairn, Cnocan Altair, Islay (No. 4); plan 

4 Chambered Cairn (probable), Cnoc an AItair, Islay (ILY 7) 
NR399471 May 1980 

What are probably the remains of a chambered cairn are 
situated I km NW ofCallumkil! on the N side ofa broad valley 

B between the tree-covered ridges of Cnoc an Altair and Druim 
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Chambered cairn, Cladh Chlainn lain, Jura (No. 3) 

A. plan 
B. view rrom ENE 

Baile Neactain 8eag. 
The cairn, aligned NE and SW, measures about 29 m in 

length and up to 10·5 m at its broader (NE) end; the ridge on 



which the cairn is situated drops from NE to sw, and thus the 
cairn is both narrower and lower at its sw end. Several 
massive stones at the NE end indicate the line of the fa<;ade, 
with those at its s end standing to heights of up to 1·6 m, but 
others have fallen or have been incorporated in a recent 
enclosure. A series of upright stones within the cairn suggests 
that the chamber was entered from the centre of the fa<;ade, 
but the only well-preserved compartment is some 5 m to the 
rear of the fa<;ade and the intervening arrangements are not 
clear. The visible compartment, which might also be 
interpretated as a secondary cist, is 1·25 m long, 0·85 m broad 
and at least O· 7 m deep, and has two side-slabs with two end
slabs of similar height set between them. If the sizes of the 
other compartments were comparable, this would be the 
fourth from the fa<;ade . 

An upright stone on the s side of the cairn, at a point 
midway along its length, may be one wall of a side-chamber, 
and although other stones may be detected nearby, their 
present disposition makes their interpretation impossible. 

On the s flank of the ridge (NR c.399471) on which the cairn 
sits there is a broken millstone 1· 3 m in diameter and 180 mm 
thick (see Introduction, p. 45) . 

5 Chambered Cairn, Cragabus, Islay (fLY 3) 
NR329451 ~ay1980 

The chamber and part of the fa<;ade comprise virtually all 
that now remains of this chambered cairn, which is situated 
60 m sw of Lower Cragabus at the NW end of a rocky knoll 
known as Creag ~h6r. The public road passes immediately 
to the N, while to the s there is a disused track which served 
the quarry that has destroyed much of the knoll. The cairn 
itself has been almost entirely removed, but it was probably 
aligned E and w with the chamber at its E end. Excavations 
were carried out on the site in 1901, and the present account 
incorporates information from the published report.' 

Several stones of the fa<;ade survive, but, as may be seen 
from the plan, not all of them remain in situ. The most 
northerly stone of the fa<;ade is an impressive block still 
exposed to a height of 1·8 m; excavation, however, showed 
that its overall height was 3·5 m. On the line of the entrance to 
the chamber there is a second stone now protruding some 
0·13 m and measuring about o· 35 m by 0·07 m. The adjacent 
upright to the s appears to have fallen forward slightly and 
only just protrudes above the grass, measuring 0·6m by 
0·15 m. The final (s) stone on the line of the fa<;ade has fallen 
and is about 2·1 m long, at least 0·4 m broad and O· 3 m thick . 
A further boulder, not in situ, lies beside the track. 

The chamber measures 4·8 m in length and about I m in 
width and depth internally and was formerly divided by 
transverse slabs into at least three compartments. The central 
and w transverse slabs are missing, but the other two stones 
stand to approximately the same height as the sides of the 
chambers. The stones of the E and central compartments 
overlap, but the s side-slab of the w compartment merely 
butts against its neighbour. 

The site had already been plundered before the excavation 
took place, but a large number of disarticulated human 
bones were found grouped in the corners and at the sides of 
the compartments. In the central section of the chamber 
there were sherds of Beaker pottery and animal bones, 
including those of an ox and a pig or sheep; a number of flint 
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CHAMBERED CAfRNS 

Chambered cairn, Cragabus, Islay (No. 5) 
A. plan 
B. view from w 

No.6 

B 

flakes and cores and some burnt bones, not certainly human, 
were also recovered. The pottery and flints are now in the 
National ~useum of Antiquities of Scotland . 

6 Chambered Cairn, Frachdale, Islay (flY 6) 
NR310469 ~ay 1979 

This chambered cairn occupies a small knoll 500 m w of the 
ruins of Frachdale on the sw side of an unnamed stream. The 
cairn material has been severely robbed, but four possible 
kerb-stones, as shown on the plan, suggest a cross
measurement of about 15 m; the original shape, however, is 
unknown. The chamber is aligned almost E-W, with the 
entrance facing E; in front of it the two massive portal stones 
now lie dislodged, with a third large stone between them. The 
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A. Chambered cairn, Frachdale, Islay (No. 6); plan 

three surviving side-slabs, which are exposed to a height of 
about O' 5 m, indicate that the chamber measures about 3· 5 m 
by I m internally; a septal stone divides it into two unequal 
compartments. 

7 Chambered Cairn, Giant's Grave, Nereabol\s, Islay (ILY 2) 
NR2 \0564 July 1975 

Situated in moorland on the SE slopes of Beinn Tart a' Mhill, 
2 km NW of Nereabolls, the uprights of the chamber and 
fa~ade of this tomb stand above the peat, but no cairn 
material is now visible. The cairn is aligned NE and sw with the 
chamber at the NE end; several stones of the straight fa~ade 
remain , that at the NW end still standing to a height of 1·1 m, 
while the one at the SE end has fallen . In front of the entrance 
there are several large displaced slabs which may be either 
fallen fa~ade stones or dislodged capstones. 

The chamber is 7·5 m long and is divided into four 

B 
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compartments, although several stones at the NE end are now 
missing or displaced. The massive slab that forms the SE side 
of the outermost compartment is at least 1·3 m high, but its 
partner on the other side has now fallen. The second 
compartment measures I· 5 m by 0·9 m with its slabs standing 
up to 1·25 m high. The septal stone between this and the third 
compartment is a thin slab 0·6 m high and it is additionally 
supported by a jamb-stone at its NW end. The two rear 
compartments are comparatively well preserved and 
measure 3·6 m in overall length by 2 m in breadth, with the 
end-slab still exposed to a height of 1-4 m. The intervening 
septal stone has jamb-stones at each end to provide support 
for the sides of the chamber; the septal stone is 1·25 m long, 
0'2m broad and 0'2m high above the present floor level. 
Two displaced capstones partly cover these two 
compartments and measure respectively 2·65 m by I· 57 m by 
0'3mand 1·83 m by 1·9 m byO'2 m. 

Chambered cairn, Giant's Grave, Nereabolls, Islay (No. 7) 

B. view from sw 
C. plan 

At a point 10 m ssw of the inner end of the chamber there is 
a further upright stone, standing to a height of O· 5 m, but in 
the absence of excavation its function is not clear. 

8 Chambered Cairn, Port Charlotte, Islay (I L Y I) 
NR248576 May 1980 

This chambered cairn is situated in a field at the edge of the 
raised beach 750 m sw of Port Charlotte; the ch am ber and 
much of the cairn were excavated between 1976 and 1979, 
and the following account makes use of the interim report 
and further information supplied by the excavators.! The 
cairn, which is aligned NNE and ssw, measures 22 m in breadth 
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and is now about the same in length, but the ssw end has been 
destroyed, and it would originally have been much longer. 
The chamber, at the NNE end, is entered from the centre of a 
concave fatyade, of which only the stump of one stone and a 
fallen second stone now remain. Immediately in front of the 
entrance there was a pit, some 0·6 m deep, from the bottom of 
which charcoal provided a radiocarbon date of ad 90 ± 70 
(HAR-2405), but this may have been a result of 
contamination. The large slab in front of the entrance has 
been erected as if to form a portal stone. The sill-stone, only 
part of which is shown on the plan, is 0·8 m long, 0·23 m thick 
and 1·16 m high, and was held in position by two jamb
stones. The first compartment measures 1·6 m in length by 
I m in breadth with one slab, slightly displaced, on the wand 
two slabs on the E. The septal stone between this and the 
second compartment is supported by two large jamb-stones; 
the septal stone is 0·9 m long, 0·96 m high and 0·15 m thick. 
The second compartment (I . 5 m long and I· 3 m broad) 
comprises two massive side-slabs up to 0·9 m high supported 
from behind by large slabs, which can be seen protruding 
through the cairn material. The third compartment has been 
destroyed, and the fourth is now represented only by the w 
side-slab. The missing slabs appear to have been removed for 
use as culvert-covers in the last century, but the slots from 
which they had been removed were discovered in the course 
of excavation. 

The only human bones discovered were in the second 
compartment, together with a mass of oak charcoal; 
radiocarbon dates derived from the charcoal are 2590 bc ± 70 
(HAR-2084) and 2760 bc ± 70 (HAR-2406). The other small 
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Chambered cairn, Port Charlotte, Islay (No. 8) 
A. plan 
B. double drystone walling within cairn on E 

C. double drystone walling with rubble packing removed 

No.8 

B 

C 

finds from the chamber inciude three leaf-shaped 
arrowheads, flint knives and sherds of five Neolithic vessels; 
a piano-convex flint knife was found within the forecourt. 
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This material is now preserved in the Museum of Islay Life, 
Port Charlotte. 

Excavation showed that beneath the cairn material on 
each side of the chamber there were double drystone walls, 

5/B.C the space between them filled with smaller stones; these walls 
must have acted as a revetment within the cairn, and clearly 
indicate that it was originally trapezoidal on plan. 

An earlier occupation-horizon was found beneath the 
cairn; composed of carbonised hazelnut shells, sheep bones, 
flint flakes and several scrapers, it yielded three radiocarbon 
dates: 3070 bc ± 90 (HAR-3487), 2990 bc ± 70 (HAR-3486) and 
2710 be ± 90 (HAR-2836). 

CAIRNS AND BARROWS 

See also No. 246(4) and p . 339, n.46 

9 Cairn, Abhainn na Sroine, Jura 
NR505632 May 1975 

This cairn is situated a little to the NE of the chambered cairn 
No. 3 on the level ground at the head of the bay known as 
Poll a' Cheo, and on the W side of the Abhainn na Sroine. 
Composed of small and medium-sized stones, it is well 
preserved, measuring 4· 5 m in diameter and 1·4 m in height; 
one large slab protrudes from the cairn material on the N side, 
but without excavation its purpose cannot be determined. 

10 Cairn (probable), Barnhill, Jura 
NR 705970 May 1975 

A stony mound about 5·5m in diameter and 0·5m high, 
situated on the crest of the ridge E of Barnhill, appears to be a 
prehistoric burial-cairn. 

11 Cairn, Borraichill Mor, Bridgend, Islay 
NR314648 July 1980 

Situated on the summit of a rocky ridge known as Cnocan 
Biorach 300 m ENE of the fort No. 133, there are the grass
covered'remains of a cairn measuring 4· 5 m in diameter and 
0·5 m in height; the top of the cairn has been dug into. 

12 Cairn and Standing Stones, Buaile Riabhach, Scalasaig, 
Colonsay 
NR388943 June 1976 

On the E side of the old road from Scalasaig Farm to Kiloran, 
and some 200 m NE of the farm, there is an unusual kerbed 

N 

A 

cairn with two standing stones set on the line of the kerb. D
shaped on plan, the cairn measures 3·6 m by 3 m and O' 3 m in 
height. The larger of the two standing stones (A) is cigar-
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B 
Cairn and standing stones, Buaile Riabhach, Scalasaig, Colonsay (No. 12) 

A. plan 
B. view from s 

shaped and measures 2· 3 m in height and 1·8 m in girth at the 
base; the second stone (B), now leaning outwards at an angle 
of about 45°, is 0·65 m broad and up to 0·3 m thick and, if 
erect, would be 1·15 m high . Some of the cairn material may 
have been used to build the nearby wall. The cairn was 
excavated in 1881, and 'a dagger and a sword, at one time 
kept at Colonsay House', 1 are said to have been found in it 
but are now lost. 

13 Cairn, Carn Beannachd, Islay 
NR256676 June 1975 

On the crest of a low ridge in open moorland 800 m NW of 
Gruinart school there is a cairn measuring 17·3 m in diameter 
and lA m in height; composed entirely of rubble, it has been 
disturbed by the construction of some recent enclosures 
which overlie it. 

14 Cairn, Carnduncan, Islay 
NR239672 June 1975 

This cairn stands in pastureland 350 m W ofCarnduncan and 
30 m NE of the public road from Loch Indaal to Sanaigmore. 
It measures 17 m in diameter and although it has been 
reduced by stone-robbing, particularly on the E, it still 
survives to a height of I· 7 m. A notable feature is the carefully 
chosen series of large boulders, up to 0·9 m wide and 0·5 m 
high, that form a kerb round the perimeter; the kerb is now 
discontinuous, and it is likely that the four dislodged 
boulders shown on the plan originally belonged to it. 

15 Cairn, Cnoc a' Chuirn Mhoir, Jura 
NR682942 May 1975 

On the s flank ofCnoc a' Chuirn Mh6ir, about 170 m s of the 
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A. Cairn, Carnduncan, Islay (No. 14); plan 

summit, there is a large cairn measuring about 17 m in 
diameter and I m in height; some possible kerb-stones mark 
its w perimeter, but its N edge is buried under field-gathered 
stones, and a small enclosure of comparatively recent date 
overlies the cairn. 

16 Cairn, Cnoc a' Chuirn, Port Charlotte, Islay 
NR238567 May 1976 

53B This cairn, which stands in a conspicuous position on the 
summit of Cnoc a' Chilirn overlooking Loch Indaal, 
measures 10·4 m in diameter and 1·6 m in height. Some large 
boulders, up to 0·9 m long and 0·2 m high, form a kerb on the 
sw. A modern marker-cairn has been erected on the highest 
point. 

17 Cairn, Cnoc Beag, Beinn Bheag, Colonsay 
NR407984 May 1977 

This cairn sits on a false crest below the col between the 
summits ofCarnan Eoin and Beinn Bheag; it measures IOm 
by 9· 5 m and I m in height, with several massive kerbstones 

B. Cairn, Cnoc a' Chuirn, Port Charlotte, Islay (No. 16), 
from NW 

CAIRNS AND BARROWS No. 21 

visible round the perimeter (the largest 1·3m by 0·5m and 
0·95 m high). In a hollow in the centre of the cairn material 
there is a large broken slab, which may indicate the presence 
of a ruined cist. 

18 Cairn, Cnoc Mor, Coul, Islay 
NR204648 July 1975 

On the summit of Cnoc Mor there are the remains of a small 
cairn measuring about 8 m in diameter and O· 5 m in height; it 
has been very severely robbed and is now surmounted by an 
OS triangulation station. 

19 Cairn, Cnoc Mor Ghrasdail, Islay 
NR310476 June 1977 

Situated 1·3 km sw of Kintra on the level summit of Cnoc 
Mor Ghrasdail (115 m OD), overlooking the send of Laggan 
Bay, there is a cairn measuring 10·5 m in diameter and I·Om 
in height; a small modern cairn stands on top of it. A schist 
slab, 1·3 m by 1·0 m and 0·15 m thick, which lies exposed on 
the surface of the cairn material, may have formed part of a 
cist. Its upper surface bears at least fourteen shallow 
depressions (the largest 60mm in diameter and 10mm deep), 
a few of them circular, the rest oval or irregular in shape; 
some of them may be of natural origin, and the others appear 
to have been made in comparatively recent times. 

20 Barrows, Cnoc nan Nathrach, Islay 
NR298646 April 1977 

On the broad summit of Cnoc nan Nathrach there are two 
barrows situated 26 m apart, the larger measuring 9· 3 m in 
diameter and 0'7m in height and the smaller 4·5m in 
diameter and OAm in height. Both of them have been 
disturbed. 

21 Cairns, Goirtean Fada, Jura 
NR525676 April 1979 

There are four cairns situated in an area of rig-and-furrow 
cultivation about 210 m wsw of Jura parish church (No. 350). 

The largest cairn measures 5 m by 4· 5 m and O' 5 m in 
height. At the centre there are the remains of an almost 
square, above-ground cist measuring internally about 0·8 m 
by O· 7 m and O· 55 m in greatest depth . The two side-slabs and 
the displaced E end-slab are formed of stones set on edge, but 
the wend of the cist is built of drystone walling; only two 
courses now remain but originally there were probably three, 
the upper of which may have extended over the N side-slab, as 
it stands 0·2 m lower than the s side-slab. The capstone, 
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0·25 m thick, has been partially dragged off the cist towards 
the E. At the date of visit the opportunity was taken to 
excavate the interior of the cist but nothing was found. 

The three other cairns lie to the SSE and all measure about 
4 m in diameter and 0-4 m in height. 

I 

A. Cairns, Goirtean Fada, Jura (No. 21); plan 

22 Cairn, Goirtean Uamh nan Giall, Jura 
NR666983 May 1980 

This cairn stands some 200 m sw of the deserted farm of 
Goirtean Uamh nan Giall on the E side of the Allt Loch na 
Conaire. Measuring about 8·5 m by 7·5 m and 0·7 m in 
height, it has a small cist at its centre (0'7 m by O· 36 m and 
0-43 m deep). A slab, 1·38 m by 0'12m, is visible protruding 
above the cairn materi al on the NE, but its purpose is 
uncertain. 
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B. Cairn, Goirtean Uamh nan GiaIl, Jura (No. 22); plan 

23 Cairn (probable), Grainel, Islay 
NR260666 May 1979 

Situated on rough ground 900 m W of Grainel and 
immediately E of an area of former rig-and-furrow 
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cultivation there is a circular heather-covered mound of 
stones measuring 6 m in diameter and I m in height. 
Although there are several small clearance-cairns of 
relatively recent origin in the vicinity, the size of this mound, 
and its regular rounded profile, with what appear to be two 
heavy kerbstones on its perimeter on the wsw and SSE, suggest 
that it is probably a prehistoric burial-cairn. 

24 Cairns (possible), Keils, Jura 
(I)NR529685 (2)NR526686 May 1978 

The remains of what may be two cairns of prehistoric date 
are situated to the NE ofKeils township (No. 422). 

(I) The first , known locally as Carn an tSearmonaich, 
occupies the highest part of the raised beach overlooking 
Craighouse School and measures about 2 I m in diameter and 
some 1·2 m in height. It has been much disturbed by robbing, 
ploughing and the addition of field-gathered stones, and it is 
obscured by trees and bushes. The suggestion that it is a 
ruined long-cairn cannot be substantiated. 1 

(2) A little to the N of the cross-roads between Keils and 
Cill Earnadail (No. 331), on a terrace above the Abhainn a' 
Mhinisteir, there is a grass-covered mound measuring about 
I I m in diameter and O' 5 m in height; a hollow in the centre 
suggests that it has been dug into. 

25 Cairn, Kilchiaran, Islay 
NR2086 l2 June 1975 

A cairn, measuring 15· 5 m in diameter and no more than 
1·5 m in height, stands on the summit of a knoll 900 m N of 
Kilchiaran, immediately E of the track from Ki1chiaran to the 
telecommunications station on Creag Goirtean na 
Feannaige. It has been heavily robbed but short stretches of a 
kerb, formed by boulders up to 0·8 m long and O· 3 m high , are 
visible on the Nand w. 

26 Cairn (possible), Kilnave, Islay 
NR280nO May 1980 
What may be the remains of a burial-cairn lie in an area of 
gently sloping moorland 700 m NW of the ruined chapel at 
Kilnave (No. 374). The roughly circular stony mound is 
approximately 6· 5 m in diameter and up to 0·4 m high, with a 
slight hollow in the centre, which may be the result of 
robbing. 

27 Cairns, Kinuachdrach, Jura 
NR 705988 May 1975 

About 90 m NNE of Kinuachdrach there are two grass
covered cairns; the larger measures about I I m by 8 m and 
I m in height, and the smaller, which is situated 15 m to the w, 
is 4· 5 m in diameter and 0·6 m high . In 1965 a flat boulder to 
the N of the larger cairn was found to cover a deposit of 
charcoal, flint chips a nd a broken flint arrowhead . I 

28 Cairn and Standing Stone, Lagavulin, Islay 
NR397459 June 1975 

Immediately E of the track that leads from Lagavulin to the 
ruins of Ballynaughton More, at the N edge of an arable field, 



there is a grass-grown cairn measuring 5·5m by 4·6m and 
1·0 m in height. Ploughing has distorted its original shape, 
and several large blocks lying on its surface have probably 
been cleared from the field. But protruding from the cairn 
material there is a standing stone, which is exposed for a 
height of l 'Om and measures O'72m by 0'24m with the 
longer axis aligned from NW to SE. 

A. Cairn, Milbuie, Colonsay (No. 29); plan 

29 Cairn, Milbuie, Colonsay 
NR387929 May 1977 

On the N end of a broad ridge 650 m ESE of Milbuie, and at a 
height of about 147 m OD, there are the remains of what was 
originally a large cairn; roughly circular on plan, it measures 
16 m in maximum diameter over a kerb of boulders, and in 
spite of stone-robbing is still about I m high. Near the centre, 
in a mass of disturbed cairn material, there is a large stone 
slab, up to 0·25 m thick, which may be the capstone of a cist. 

30 Barrow, Neriby, Islay 
NR358607 June 1980 

This circular grass-covered barrow is situated on a long low 
ridge 500 m NW of the farm at Neriby. Standing 
approximately 1·3m high with a diameter of 12'3m, it 
appears to be constructed entirely of earth. A hollow in the 
top may be the result of robbing. 

31 Barrows, Enclosures and Indeterminate Remains, 
Newton, Islay (Sites) 
(I) NR 341 628- 343627 (2) NR343627 
(3) NR343628 (4) NR343629 May 1981 

This remarkable complex of sites, which was revealed solely 
by cropmarks recorded on air photographs, 1 occupies an 
area of rising ground on the right bank of the River Sorn 
lying between Newton farmhouse and the public road from 
Bridgend to Port Askaig (A846); it may be significant that 
these fields represent the heart of the richest arable ground in 
the whole island. 

CAIRNS AND BARROWS No.31 

(I) Extending ESE from the public highway for a distance of 
about 180 m on the s side of the track leading to Newton 
farmhouse , there is a cluster of at least seventeen barrows, 
revealed by the annular or penannular markings of their 
enclosing ditch and, in most cases, of what appears to be a 
central grave-pit. The barrows range in diameter from about 
4mto !Om. 

(2) Immediately to the E of (I) there is a roughly circular 
enclosure (A), measuring about 17 m in diameter over its 
single ditch, which does not appear to contain a central pit. 

(3) About 25 m to the N of A there is a second single
ditched enclosure (B), subcircular on plan and measuring 
57 m from E to W by at least 40 m transversely over all. The 
ditch appears to be interrupted at an entrance on the N. 

(4) Enclosure C, lying 15 m to the N of B, is also subcircular 
on plan and defined by a single ditch; it measures about 58 m 
from NE to SW by about 50 m transversely over all . The 
entrance may lie within the broad gap on the ESE. 

(5) Interspersed among the barrows (I) are a number of 
features defined by cropmarks which defy ready 
classification: one is a thin-ditched, roughly L-shaped 
structure measuring about 30 m from NW to SE by 17 m 
transversely with an average width of about 8·0 m; the others 
are characterised by more amorphous areas of darker 
cropmarking, presumably representing local hollows in the 
subsoil - most are oval or subcircular in shape, but one is 
conspicuously wedge-shaped. It is possible, on the analogy of 
similar markings recorded on the mainland, that some may 
indicate the sites of habitations; for further discussion, see 
the Introduction, p. 7. 
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B. Barrows, enclosures and indeterminate remains, Newton, Islay (No. 31); 
plan (scale 1:5(00) 
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No. 32 BURIALS AND CISTS 

32 Cairn (possible), Tais Bheinn, Islay 
NR366701 April 1977 

On the rocky summit of Ta is Bheinn (266 m OD), surmounted 
by a modern marker-cairn, there is a heather-covered mound 
of stones measuring 8·9 m by 7·6 m and O· 5 m high, which 
may be a prehistoric burial-cairn. 

A. Cairn, Tallant, Bowmore, Islay (No. 33); plan 

33 Cairn, Tallant, Bowmore, Islay 
NR334587 June 1980 

Situated on a grassy knoll in an arable field 130 m NW of 
Tallant farmhouse there is an oval cairn. It has been reduced 
to a turf-covered mound 0·4 m high and measures 7 m by 
6·5 m over a boulder kerb. The centre is hollowed, and on the 
w a pit has recently been dug and back-filled. 

34 Cairns, Upper Cragabus, Islay 
(I)NR326445 (2)NR322447 Mayl981 

(I) This turf-covered cairn is situated on the crest of a 
whale-backed ridge about 400m NE of Upper Cragabus. It 
measures 9-4 m from NNE to SSW by 8·4 m transversely and 
stands to a height of I m. A turf bank crosses the cairn on the 
longer axis, and two pits in the surface of the cairn were 
probably dug to provide material for the bank. 

(2) What may be the remains of a burial-cairn lie on the 
false crest of a hill 270 m N of Upper Cragabus and 450 m NW 
of (I). The partly grass-covered mound of stones stands up to 
1·2 m in height with a diameter of 17 m from NW to SE; its N 
sector has been removed by ploughing. A line of large 
boulders exposed on the NW perimeter may be part of an 
original kerb. 

BURIALS AND CISTS 

35 Cist, Ardfin Forest, Jura (Site) 
NR 508633 May 1976 

In 1964 a cist was discovered during forestry operations 
320 m NE of the cairn No. 9 and s of an unnamed tributary of 
the Abhainn na Sroine.! Aligned Nand s and composed of 
four upright slabs, it measured I m by 0·6 m and 0·6 m in 

lOA depth internally; it contained a Food Vessel in its sw corner 
lOB and a fragmentary jet necklace in its NE corner, but no 

skeletal remains were recovered. The cist was still visible in 
1968, but could not be located when the site was revisited in 
1976. The finds are now in the National Museum of 
Antiquities of Scotland. 
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36 Cist, (possible), Ardmore, Islay (Site) 
NR466505 

In January 1880, during the levelling of ground behind the 
farmhouse at Ardmore, a 'highly ornamented' vessel was 
discovered in a stone setting;! from the measurements given 
for the pot, it was almost certainly a Food Vessel, and the 
stone setting was thus probably a cist. Since the sale of 
material from the Kildalton Estate in 1923 the pot has been 
lost from view. 

37 Burial (possible) and Cists, Ardnave, Islay (Sites) 
(I) NR287727 September 1978 
(2)NR291731 August 1981 

(i) In 1974 two adjacent discoveries, a pottery vessel within 
a protective setting of small stones, and a cist, both of which 
had become exposed in the sand-dunes about 500 m SE of 
Ardnave, were examined.! The fragments of the vessel were 
found at the centre of a small pile of stones and quartz 
nodules about 0·2 m high. Several other sherds were found a 
short distance to the E; there were, however, no surviving 
traces of skeletal remains. 

The cist, situated about 2m to the w, measured O'72m by 
0·5 m and 0·25 m in depth internally and contained dark soil 
and a small quantity of cremated bone. The finds are now in 
the Museum ofIslay Life, Port Charlotte. 
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B. Cist, Ardnave, Islay (No. 37,2); plan and section (scale 1:50) 

(2) In 1981 a second cist was discovered in the sand-dunes 
about 850 m ENE of Ardnave and lOO m w of the shore of 
Loch Gruinart; aligned NNE and ssw and constructed of four 
slabs, it measured O' 55 m by 0·3 m internally and 0·2 m in 
depth. It contained a much comminuted cremation burial. 
There was no sign of any cover slab. The cist has been 
reconstructed in the Museum ofIslay Life, Port Charlotte. 

38 Burials and Cist, Bowmore, Islay (Sites) 
NRc.316598 September 1978 

In 1963 a short cist was discovered during potato-drilling in a 
field about 270 m NNE ofIslay Hospital.! Measuring 1·22 m in 
length by O' 76 m in width, it was covered by a stone slab and 
contained what may have been a crouched inhumation. At 
the time of discovery a skull and some bones were revealed, 
but the contents were otherwise left undisturbed and the cist 
was covered Up.2 There is a local tradition that burials were 
found many years ago during ploughing, close to the hospital 
boundary, in an area roughly 100 m ssw of the cist. 3 



39 Cists, Bridgend, Islay (Sites) 
(I)NR337623 (2)NR3362 

Two cists were found at or near Bridgend in the 19th century. 
(I) The first cist was discovered in 1860 on the crest of the 

slope above the River So rn, about 65 m E of the Bridgend 
Hotel. It consisted of 'four upright slabs of stone, and a 
broad one for the top' and contained 'a few pieces of bone' . I 
The cist was covered up again soon after its discovery; it 
probably lies within the interior of the fort No. 136. 

(2) The second cist, which measured about 2 m long and 
0·6 m wide, was found in a field 'a short distance' N of 
Bridgend in 1870; it was reburied 2 on the hillock known as 
Torran Odhar (NR352601), over 600 m to the SE. The exact 
location of the original site is uncertain, but for a group of 
barrows in the area see No. 31. 

40 Cists, 'Cnoc an Anairt', Jura House, Jura (Sites) 
NR486636 May 1976 

In 1848, during the levelling of the knoll known as 'Cnoc an 
Anairt' 120 m E of Jura House, in the course of the laying out 
of the gardens, a number of stone cists were discovered . I The 
cists contained nothing except 'a small quantity of unctuous 
earth', but they had presumably held inhumation burials. 
This site is said to have been used in the 19th century for the 
burial of unbaptised infants. 2 

41 Burial, Cnoc na Faire, Ardnave Point, Islay (Site) 
NRC.292748 

In 1959 a skeleton, possibly associated with an iron object, 
was discovered in the sand-dunes at Cnoc na Faire, Ardnave 
Point. I The date of the burial is not known and the bones 
were reinterred in the sand-dunes. 

42 Cist, Colonsay House, Colonsay (Site) 
NR395967 

The Ordnance Survey Name Book records that in 1846, 
while improvements were being made on the SE side of 
Colonsay House (No. 409), 'a stone coffin and human 
remains were found'. 1 

43 Cist, Craighouse, Jura (Site) 
NR530684 

A cist, discovered during the building of the former Small 
Isles Schoolhouse at Craighouse, was left undisturbed, and 
there are no details of any skeletal remains or grave-goods. 1 

44 Cist, Curlach, Islay (Site) 
NR328566 May 1980 

A cist, which in about 1945 was seen protruding from the N 
bank of the River Laggan at a point 1·4 km sw of Laggan 
Bridge, has since been eroded, and no trace survives. 1 

45 Cist, Daill, Islay (Site) 
NR365626 

In March 1936 a cist, measuring I· 5 m by 0·66 m and O· 5 m in 
depth internally, was discovered about 230 m E of Daill 
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farm . I Aligned NNE and ssw, it consisted oftwo side-slabs and 
a cover slab 1·07 m by 0·8 m and 0·1 m thick, the ends being, 
unusually, built of small irregularly shaped stones. It 
contained the remains of an adult inhumation burial with the 
head at the send. 

46 Cist, Doir' a' Chlaiginn, Jura 
NR575757 May 1976 

In 1968 a cist containing a skull was reported near Doir' a' 
Chlaiginn (The wood of the skull), and at that time three of 
the upright slabs of the cist and the capstone remained 
intact. I On the date of visit, however, only one slab (1 ·47 m 
by at least 0·6 m and 0·06 m thick) remained to indicate the 
site. 

47 Cists, Foreland House, Islay (Sites) 
NR269635 May 1980 

In 1926 two cists were discovered about 1·2 m below the 
surface of the SE flank of a grass-covered sandy hillock 
situated 750m s of Foreland House. l

• Each of them was 
composed of four slabs and a cover slab, the larger cist 
measuring about I m by 0·6 m and 0·5 m in depth, the smaller 
I m by 0-4 m and 0·35 m in depth; the latter contained a 
fragmentary inhumation and a flint knive, but in the former 
there were only 'a few handfulls of dark dust and some white 
sand'. The cists and the bones were reburied, and the flint 
knife has subsequently been lost. 

48 Cist, Glenegedale, Islay (Site) 
NRc.346513 

Wilson records the discovery of a cist during road-widening 
operations about 4 miles (6'4 km) N of Port Ellen; I it 
contained a skeleton and a large quantity of flint flakes and 
chips. 

49 Burials, Gruinart Farm, Islay (Sites) 
(1)NR271681 (2)NR281682 May 1980 

(I) The skeleton of a young woman accompanied by a 
pottery vessel was discovered c.1964 during peat-cutting 
about 650 m w ofGruinart Farm. They were found at a depth 
of 0·6 m, but there is a local tradition that about 150 years 
ago, previous cutting in this area had removed some 1·2 m
I · 5 m of peat, and this would mean that the burial was at that 
time about 2 m below the surface. Most of the bones and the 
plain bucket-shaped urn are in the Glasgow Art Gallery and 
Museum, but the skull and a piece of horn found with the 
body are in the Museum ofIslay Life, Port Charlotte. 1 

In 1963, during peat-cutting some 2· 5 km to the NNE, at 
NR278705, on the N side of the Allt G aradh Ealabais, a 
similar but slightly larger urn was found with seven wooden 
vessels, and the remains of these are all now in the Museum 
of Islay Life, Port Charlotte. They were not apparently 
associated with a burial or settlement. 2 

(2) It is recorded that several skeletons were discovered in 
1854, when the SE end of a low ridge called Cnoc nan 
Aidhean, which lies 300 m E of Gruinart Farm, was removed 
for use as a composite for manure. 3 No finds were noted to 
indicate the date of the intermen ts. 
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50 Cists and Burial, Kiells, Islay (Sites) 
(I)NR418686 (2)NR409682 
(3)NR414683 June 1980 

(I) In July 1963 a cist (not 'atleast two', as reported in DES 
(1963) ,20) was discovered during pipe-laying on the s side of 
the public road from Bridgend to Port Askaig, immediately E 
of the gate ofKiells School.! 

(2) In 1964 a short cist containing an inverted Enlarged 
Food Vessel and a small quantity of calcined human bone 
was found during ploughing in a field about ISO m NE of 
Auchnaclache.! The Food Vessel and the bone are in the 
Museum of Islay Life, Port Charlotte, and there is a 
report on the bone in NMRS. 

(3) According to local tradition, a burial was uncovered 
towards the end of last century behind the most westerly 
cottage in Kiells, on the s side of the public road. No further 
details are known.! 

51 Burials, Kildalton, Islay (Sites) 
NRc.458508 September 1978 

In 1867 the partial excavation of a mound close to Kildalton 
Church (No. 367) revealed both an 'urn', containing 
fragments of what seems to have been cremated bone, and a 
'stone coffin' . ! 

52 Cists, Kilmory Lodge, Scarba 
NM715058 June 1974 

About 120 m NNE of Kilmory Lodge, at the end of a rocky 
ridge on the E side of the road from the Lodge to the pier, 
there is an empty cist aligned Nand s and measuring 0·85 m 
by 0·6 m and 0-4 m in depth internally; the capstone (1-4 m by 
1·07 m and up to O· 25 m thick) lies dislodged on the E side. A 
spread of stones surrounding the cist suggests that it may 
originally have been covered by a cairn about 7 m in , 
diameter. 

In 1955, when the site was first reported,! a second cist of 
similar type, situated by the side of a burn about 800 m N of 
the Lodge, was also recorded; a search on the date of visit, 
however, failed to locate it. 

53 Cists, Kiloran Bay, Colonsay (Sites) 
NRC.4098 

Martin, writing at the end of the 17th century, recorded the 
discovery of two cists in Kiloran sands, 'which were 
composed of five stones each, and had human bones in 
them' .! 

54 Burial, Kintra, Islay (Site) 
NR321485 May 1981 

In 1981 an inhumation burial was exposed by erosion 2 m 
below the top of a sand-dune 240 m N of Kintra. Shortly after 
its discovery was reported , excavation by members of the 
Commission's staff revealed the incomplete skeleton of a 
young male, aligned E-W and lying on its left side, with the 
legs to the w.! The body had been laid in a grave-pit, with a 
layer of stones immediately on top of it; the pit had then been 
back-filled with sand and finally covered with slabs, the 
largest measuring I· 72 m by 0·6 m and 0·12 m in thickness. 
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Burial, Kintra, Islay (No. 54); plans and section (scale 1:50) 

Apart from several white quartz pebbles, there were no 
grave-goods, and a radiocarbon determination of ad 
830 ± 65 (Gu- 1624) obtained from a sample of the bones, 
provides the only indication of the date of the burial. 

55 Cist, Kinuachdrach, Jura (Site) 
NR706990 May 1975 

The stones of a cist found sometime before 1965! still lie close 
to the site of their discovery about 300 m NNE of 
Kinuachdrach. Two side-slabs and one end-slab survive, and 
their dimensions indicate that the cist probably measured 
about 0·9 m by O· 55 m internally and 0·5 m in depth; the 
capstone is I m by 0·8 m and about 0·1 m thick . When the 
stones were first recorded a fragment of a tooth was found to 
be adhering to one of them, but no details of the contents of 
the cist are known. 
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Cist, Knockangle Point, 
Islay (No. 56) 

A. view from E 

B. plans and section 
(scale I: 50) 
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56 Cist, Knockangle Point, Islay (Site) 
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NR318511 September 1972 
A long cist, situated near the summit of a rock outcrop in the 
sand-hills at Knockangle Point, was first reported in 1960, 
when 'bones, a piece of flint, and a worked, rounded piece of 
slate' were taken from the open end. 1 The cist was excavated 
by the Commission's officers in 1972 - and by this time about 
one-third of it had been destroyed by erosion - and the 
following account is a summary of the published report. 2 The 
cist, which was aligned E and wand was covered by a rough 
capping of stones and earth, was made up of two main 
structural elements: the burial compartment itself, which 
measured about 1·4 m in surviving length and 0·5 m in 
breadth, was constructed of overlapping side-slabs and a 
series of capstones and contained the scant remains of a 
flexed inhumation; the upper part of the cist comprised 
further uprights and cover slabs and was filled with sand, but 
there were no finds to suggest the purpose of this feature. 
Although there is no indication of date other than the 
structure and alignment of this long cist, it is likely that it 
belongs to the Early Christian Period . 

57 Cists, Lagg, Jura (Sites) 
NR594782 ~ay1975 

(I) Several cists containing calcined or half-burnt bones 
were found in the early 19th century during the .building of 
the former inn at Lagg. 1 

(2) The capstone of a further cist, visible in the field 30 m NE 
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of the inn, is aligned NNE and ssw and measures 1·8 m in 
length, 1·1 m in breadth and about 0·1 m in thickness; the cist 
itself is now filled with gravel. 2 

58 Cists, Lower Kilchattan, Colonsay (Sites) 
(I) NR366948 (2) NR362948 

Although there are several accounts of the discovery of cists 
at Lower Kilchattan, the details are not altogether 
complementary. 

(I) The Ordance Survey Name Book records the 
discovery, in 1856, of three cists, measuring about ],2 m by 
0·6 m internally and O· 3 m in depth, at a point a little to the N 
of Druimhaugh, Lower Kilchattan, and about 100 m sw of 
the standing stones No. 96;1 when opened, they were found 
to be empty. 

(2) The Name Book records two further cists, also empty, 
unearthed in 1870 some 400 m to the wsw of (I) and close to 
the shore of Port ~6r. 2 

In 1881 William Stevenson described his own excavation 
of a cist close to the farm, and thus probably near the first 
group mentioned above;3 composed of four slabs, it 
measured 0·9 m by 0·6 m and 0·6 m in depth, and was found 
to be empty. There were two covering layers of stones: first a 
series of small slabs, and above them a single large slab 
measuring 1·6 m in length by 1·1 m in breadth; the thickness 
is not given. On a subsequent visit Stevenson saw three cists, 
in one of which there was 'a small urn, which got broken'.4 

In notes prepared by William Galloway in 1882 the 
discovery of cists some twelve years previously is mentioned 
and attention is drawn to a decorated stone found on top of 
the end-slab of an exceptionally large cist. 5* The stone 
measured 0·75 m in length by 0·1 m in breadth and 0·05 m in 
thickness, the decoration comprising 'seven diamond or 
lozenge-shaped forms produced by a series of rectilinear lines 
or grooves crossing each other about the angle of 45°'. The 
stone cannot now be found, but there is a cast of it in the 
National ~useum of Antiquities of Scotland. 

59 Cists, Machrins, Colonsay (Sites) 
NRC.359934 

In 1920 a cist 'built of loose stones' and containing an 
unaccompanied inhumation was found in a bunker on the 
golf course at ~achrins; the skeleton was reinterred .1 The 
following year 'quite a number of cists' were found, but they 
were not examined and their precise location is not known. 
Other burials, of unknown date, are reported to have been 
found on the farm of~achrins , 'below an overhanging rock 
near the shore' with a fragment of a quem beside them. 2 

60 Cist and Burials, Sanaigmore, Islay (Sites) 
(l)NR240708 (2)NR235709 

(I) In December 1959 a cist containing a crouched 
inhumation was discovered in the sand-hills about 300 m NE 
of Sanaigmore Farm; the site was subsequently excavated by 
members of the Islay Natural History and Antiquarian 
Society and the Thames Archaeological Survey Group, and 
this account is based on details recorded in the Islay Society's 
~inute Book, now preserved in the ~useum of Islay Life, 
Port Charlotte. l The cist was aligned approximately Nand s 
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and measured 1·4m by 0·75m over all, with seven slabs 
forming the upright sides and five overlapping cover slabs. 
The N end of the cist, at which the head was situated, 
narrowed to a point, but the s end was formed by a single slab 
set at right angles to the main axis . 

The skeleton, which was probably that of a female aged 
between thirty and forty years, lay on its left side facing E; 
there were, however, no accompanying grave-goods to 
~uggest a date for the burial. 

(2) In 1974, traces of an extended inhumation which had 
been buried in a pit, possibly slab-lined and measuring O· 55 m 
in width and 0·15 m in depth, were recorded on the w side of 
Sanaigmore Bay beside the s bank of a small stream,2 but no 
further details are known. 

(3) Other human remains have also been recovered from 
the sand-dunes but their precise context is not known. 3 

61 Cist, Scalasaig, Colonsay (Site) 
NR390940 June 1976 

In 1856 a cist was found about 60 m E of Colonsay Parish 
Church (No. 348) and 0·45 m below the surface of the 
ground. Built of six slabs and measuring about 1·2 m by 
0·45 m internally and 0·45 m in depth , it contained only 'a 
small quantity of dry black earth'; 1 Stevenson, however, 
states that 'a small urn' was found in it but was left 
undisturbed.2 

62 Cist, Starchmill, Islay (Site) 
NR344611 June 1977 

Nothing survives of a cist, measuring about 1·8 m in length 
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Cists, Traigh Bhan, Islay (No. 64); 
plan and sections (scale 1:50) 

and 0·6 m in breadth, which was found at Starchmill in 1847.1 

63 Cists and Standing Stone, Sunderland, Islay (Sites) 
NRC.2464 June 1977 

The New Statistical Account l records that in the 1830s 
several cists were found 'in the conical hills below 
Sunderland Farm'. Ranging in length from 0·7 m to 0·9 m, 
and in width from 0·5 m to 0·6 m, they were each about 0·5 m 
deep; some contained inhumations and others 'one or two 
urns of rudely formed unbaked clay'. 

Wilson provides additional details of discoveries made in 
1838 when 'a large standing stone, which had long been 
overthrown, and lay prostrate a little distance from 
Sunderland House, was blasted with gunpowder and 
removed' .2 Immediately below the stone a cist containing 
several 'cinerary urns' was uncovered, and 'alongside' thecist 
were found a gold bracelet and a cup-ended gold ornament. 
The bracelet was subsequently stolen, but the cup-ended 
ornament is probably the example known to be from Islay 11 

now preserved in the British Museum. 
The discovery of a cist and standing stone in such close 

proximity has rarely been recorded in Scotland, but a 
comparable association is known from Try, Gulval, 
CornwalJ.3 

64 Cists, Tniigh Bhan, Islay (Sites) 
NR215700 June 1980 

In June 1980, three cists, which had become exposed in the 
sand-dunes at the head of Tniigh Bhan, some 2 km N of 
Smaull, were excavated, and the following is a summary of 



the published report.! 
Cist I, aligned ENE and wsw, was composed of four slabs 

and measured 1·05 m by 0·6 m and about O· 5 m in depth; 
there was no trace of any cover slab. It contained the remains 
of two individuals: the bones of the earlier burial, that of a 
young person, possibly male, had been gathered towards one 
end to make way for a second interment, that of an older 
person, possibly female, associated with a plain Food Vessel. 
Radiocarbon determinations of 1380 bc±95 (Gu- 1378) and 
1055 bc± 105 (Gu-1379) were obtained from bone samples 
taken from the earlier and later burials respectively. 

Cist 2, situated immediately adjacent to the sw end ofCist 
I , was aligned NNE and ssw. It lacked the NNE end-slab, but 
must originally have been about 1·0 m long, 0·36 m wide at 
the sw end and 0·66 m at the NE end, and 0·4 m deep; there was 
no sign of a cover slab. The contents of the cist had been 
disturbed, but there were clearly the partial remains of two 
individuals, and a radiocarbon date of 1260 bc± 120 (GU-
1380) indicates the likely span of the interments. 

Cist 3, aligned NNE and ssw, was 0·8 m long, 0·35 m broad 
and O· 3 m deep; the sw end-slab was missing, and, as with the 
other two cists, there was no sign of a cover slab. The cist 
contained two unworked flints, but there were no skeletal 
remains. 

The Food Vessel and flints are now in the Museum ofIslay 
Life, Port Charlotte; the surviving skeletal material has been 
deposited in the Royal Scottish Museum, Edinburgh. 

65 Cists, Uragaig, Coionsay 
NR393981 April 1979 

In 1882 three cists were discovered at Uragaig, 120m N of 
Creagan farmhouse, on the w side of a knoll overlooking 
Kiloran Bay. The capstones of the cists are still visible and it 
is likely that the cists themselves remain intact beneath. The 
description of the excavation is unusually full for its date, 
and the following account is a summary of the published 
report.! 

(I) This cist, covered by a massive slab (2·08 m by 1-42m 
and up to 0·08 m thick), measured 1·17 m in greatest length 
by 0·6 m internally and 0·6 m in depth and was composed of 
two side-slabs, overlapping the two end-slabs, and a floor
slab. The crouched inhumation of a young person, probably 
a female, lay on its right side with the head towards the E end 
facing approximately to the N. A Food Vessel accompanying 
the burial lay in front of the face . 

(2) The second was similarly constructed, with a 
substantial slab (2 '08 m by I · 37 m and 0·08 m thick) covering 
a cist measuring 1·07 m by O' 51 m and 0-46 m in depth; on the 
floor-slab the crouched inhumation of a male, aged about 
fifty, lay on its right side with the head to the E end of the cist. 
A fragmentary Food Vessel was discovered in front of the 
face, and a small flint knife was found at the pelvic region 
among what are described as 'the remains of a very open 
textile fabric ' . 

(3) The third cist, some 1·2 m s of (I), was covered by a 
series of slabs and measured about 1·2 m by 0'6m and 0·5 m 
internally, with the end-slabs slightly overlapping the side
slabs. The contents had been disturbed, but some small 
fragments of pottery were recovered . 

The pottery and other finds do not appear to survive, but 
the skeleton from the second cist is preserved in the Museum 

CUP·AND-RING MARKINGS No. 67 

of the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh, laid out in a 
crouched position on the original floor-slab of the cist. 2 

CUP-AND-RING MARKINGS 

Sec; also Nos. 58, 83, 216 and 392, n. I 

66 Cup-markings, An Carn, Jura 
NR680935 May 1980 

Nine separate groups of cup-markings have been recorded 
on rock outcrops immediately w of the township of An Carn 
(No. 418). They are here numbered as in Mercer's report! 
and the position of each group is shown on the plan of the 
township. 

(1) Scattered over a rock surface measuring 1· 7 m by 1·1 m, 
twenty-nine cups, the largest 90 mm by 55 mm in diameter 
and depth respectively, the smallest 40mm by IOmm, but 
most of them 60 mm by 25 mm. In two instances a large and a 
small cup appear to be linked by a shallow groove. 

(2) Some 3 m NNW of (I), three small cups in a line SW-NE. 
(3) On a heather-covered outcrop 8·5 m to the N, a pair of 

cups (60mm in diameter and 20mm deep) about 70mm 
apart; at a point 1·1 m to the SE, a single cup 40 mm in 
diameter and 20 mm deep. 

(4) Some 9 m to the NNE, on a flat rock-sheet measuring 
3·2 m by 1·0 m, at least forty-seven possible cup-marks 
(60 mm in diameter and 20mm in depth, on average), some 
very worn; and a flat-bottomed rock-cut basin (200 mm in 
diameter and 80 mm deep). 

(5) On the lowest shelf of the outcrop 36 m to the NNE, there 
are thirteen possible cup-markings, very worn. 

(6) Some 6m NNE of (5), a single cup-mark 50mm in 
diameter and 10 mm deep. 

(7) On an outcrop 2 m NW of (5), and a little above it, a 
small group of depressions, all very worn and faint, which 
may possibly be cup-markings. 

(8) About 11 m to the NNE, there are two cup-markings, the 
sw example measuring 45 mm in diameter and 15 mm in 
depth, the other (230 mm to the NE) 35 mm in diameter and 
10 mm in depth. 

(9) About IS m to the NW, on an outcrop measuring 2·3 m 
by 2·0 m adjacent to the wall of one of the enclosures of the 
township, there is a group of seventeen cup-markings from 
60 mm to 70 mm in diameter and up to 30 mm deep, and a 
single isolated cup-mark 100 mm in diameter and 30 mm 
deep. 

67 Cup-marking, Brahunisary, Islay 
NR371460 June 1975 

In broken ground 670 m sw of Brahunisary there is a large 
earthfast boulder measuring 2·9 m in girth at ground-level 
and 1·4 m in height. Low down on its N face, and just visible 
above the turf, there is a single cup-mark 120 mm in diameter 
and 40 mm deep. 
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No. 68 CUp·AND·RING MARKINGS 

Cup·markings, Keils, Jura (No. 68) 

68 Cup-markings, Keils, Jura 
NR520679 ~ay1980 

At least twenty-eight cup-markings occur on the steep face of 
a natural outcrop about 400 m sw of Keils and 50 m SE of the 
Keils Burn. Four of them are unusually large, measuring up 
to 105 mm in diameter and as much as 100mm in depth; two 
of these are linked by a V-shaped channel, and two others 
intersect. The rest of the cups are of average size (65 mm in 
diameter and 15 mm deep) or smaller, and, as the surface of 
the rock is much weathered, some of the smallest of them are 
probably much reduced in size, while others may have been 
completely removed . 

69 'Cup-and-ring Markings', Kilbride, Islay 
NR385466 ~ay1981 

Situated on the sw end of a rocky knoll 170 m NE of the 
standing stone No. 106 there is a massive block of epidiorite 
measuring 3·13 m in length by 1·35 m square at one end and 
tapering slightly towards the other. It appears to be no longer 
in its original position, and on what is now its underside there 
a're at least thirty-five shallow depressions measuring 
between 23 mm and 120 mm across and between 10 mm and 
20 mm in depth . Some of them are irregular in shape and may 
either be of natural origin or have been affected by 
weathering, but three of the circular ones are each 
surrounded by a single ring. These markings are not 
characteristic of prehistoric cup-and-ring markings found in 
Argyll and elsewhere. 

70 Cup-markings, Kilchiaran, Islay 
NR 20460 I June 1975 

About 13 m sw of Kilchiaran Chapel (No. 365) there is a 
prone slab measuring 1·70 m by 0·98 m and 0·15 m in greatest 
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thickness; its level upper surface bears at least nineteen plain 
cups up to 110 mm in diameter and 40 mm in depth.! In 
addition, wear has caused a large deep cup, 180 mm in 
diameter and 80 mm deep, to penetrate the stone, and there is 
another circular, vertical-sided, perforation measuring 
70 mm in average diameter and expanding to 90 mm at the 
upper surface of the stone. 

71 Cup-markings (possible), Ruvaal Lighthouse, Islay 
NR425790 June 1980 

Situated about 130 m ssw of Ruvaal Lighthouse (No. 442) 
there is a natural boulder measuring 1·1 m by 0·8 m and rising 
0-4 m above ground level. Its upper surface bears at least 
twenty small circular depressions, of which at least some may 
be of artificial origin . 

72 Cup-and-ring Markings, Tockmal, Islay 
NR301472 June 1977 

About 40 mE of the ruins of the township No. 427, there is a 
large boulder measuring 2·4 m by 1·9 m and projecting 0·8 m 
above ground level at its wend. Its upper surface, which 
slopes down towards the E, bears at least sixteen cups from 
35 mm to 95 mm in diameter and from 9 mm to 38 mm deep. 
Two of the cups, situated immediately NE of a large natural 
crack running obliquely across the stone, are accompanied 
by a partial ring, measuring in each case about 30 mm in 
width and not more than 6 mm in depth . 

73 Cup-markings, Uamh na Mine, Kiloran Bay, Colonsay 
NR404985 April 1981 

On the SE face of an isolated boulder situated in the mouth of 
Uamh na ~ine at the N end of Kiloran Bay, there are two 
cup-marks, measuring 60 mm in diameter by 40 mm in depth. 
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Standing stones, 
Achnancarranan, 
Islay (No. 74) 

A . plan 
B. view from E 
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STANDING STONES 
AND STONE CIRCLES 

See also Nos. 317 and 328 

74 Standing Stones, Achnancarranan, Islay 
NR389460 June 1975 

Situated on level ground about 1·4 km ENE of Lagavulin and 
600 m ssw of the ruins of Ballynaughton More, there is an 
alignment of three standing stones running Nand s. The N 
stone, measuring 1·28 m by 0·35 m at the base and 2·70 m in 
height, rises with a gradual taper, the top curving gently to its 
highest point at the top of the s side. The centre stone, now 
prone, has fallen onto its E face and lies embedded in the 
ground with its upper surface (originally the w face) flush 
with the turf; it is 3 m long and up to 0·9 m broad. The s stone 
measures 0·80 m by OAO m at the foot and 2·85 m in height. It 
leans towards the w, and the top slopes down sharply from 
the s to a shoulder 2·1 m above ground level on the N side. 

75 Standing Stone, Ardfernal, Jura 
NR560717 May 1975 

63C This stone, situated 60 m w of Ardfernal, is an erratic boulder 
measuring 3·1 m in girth at the base and ] ·2 m in height with 
its longer axis aligned roughly E and w. 

76 Stone Circle, Ardilistry, Islay 
NR44249 I June 1976 

This small stone circle stands on poorly-drained level ground 
63D 220 m NE of Ardilistry. It consists of four stones, each 

measuring about 0·5m by 0'2m at the base, which have 
suffered considerable damage; only the N stone, a truncated 
pyramid OA m high, appears to survive to anything 
approaching its original height. The E, sand w stones are no 
more than stumps, 0·3m, 0'6m and 0'2m in height 
respectively. For the significance of this site see the 
Introduction, p. 10. 
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STANDING STONES AND STONE CIRCLES No. 79 

E 

C. Standing stone, Ardfernal, Jura (No. 75), from E 

D. Stone circle, Ardilistry, Islay (No. 76); plan 
E. Standing stone, Ardtalla, Islay (No. 77), from SE 

77 Standing Stone, Ardtalla, Islay 
NR465545 June 1975 

This standing stone is situated 18 m NW of the sw gable of 
Ardtalla farmhouse. Leaning slightly to the SSE, it measures 
0·48 m byOA8 mat the base and 1·25 m in height. 

F. Standing stone, Baile Tharbhach, Islay (No. 78), 
fromw 

78 Standing Stone, Baile Tharbhach, Islay 
NR363676 April 1977 

This irregularly shaped stone stands on the tip of a slight 
terrace 230 m NE of Baile Tharbhach. It measures 1·2 m by 
O' 5 m at the base and 1·6 m in height with its longer axis 
runningEand w. 

79 Standing Stones, Ballinaby, Islay 
(I)NR220671 (2)NR221673 June 1977 

Only two standing stones survive of the three that were noted 
by Pennant at Ballinaby during his visit to Islay in 1772.1 

(I) The larger of the two that remain, remarkable alike for 

63 

63E 



No. SO STANDING STONES AND STONE CIRCLES 

A B 

64A its height and slimness, stands on the crest of a low ridge 
200 m WNW of the new farmhouse at Ballinaby; measuring 
4·9 m in height but only 1·1 m by O' 3 m at the base, it tapers 
uniformly to lose about half its breadth and thickness before 
the level top is reached. The long axis lies approximately NNW 
andssE. 

(2) The second stone is situated on gently sloping ground 
at the foot of an escarpment 220 m NNE of (I). Damaged by 
what may have been an attempt to remove it, it is somewhat 
irregular in shape with a girth of 3 m at the base, and it has 
been reduced to a height of2 m. 

(3) The original location of the third stone is unknown; if, 
however, as is likely, it was in alignment with the others, then, 
according to Pennant's statement that they were 'placed 
nearly equidistant', it would have stood between the two 
survivors at about NR220672, or ssw of (I) at about 
NR21S669, or NNE of (2) at about NR222675.2 It may have 
fallen during the excavations described under No. 293. 

80 Standing Stone, Beinn Ch am, Islay 
NR349679 April 1977 

In a conspicuous position on the s side of the sw col of the 
64B divided summit of Beinn Cham there is a standing stone 

I · 3 m high and 0·9 m broad. It is roughly trapezoidal on plan 
with its long axis lying ENE and wsw; the two ends measure 
0·6 m and O' 2 m respectively. Erosion has cut a groove into its 
level top. A somewhat similar stone, which may originally 
have been upright, lies immediately to the wsw; it measures 
1·1 m byO'S m byO'3 m. 
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Standing stones 
A. Ballinaby, Islay 

(No. 79, 1), from E 

B. Beinn Cham, Islay 
(No. 80), from N 

C. Cam as an Staca, Jura 
(No. 81), from E 

81 Standing Stone, Camas an Staca, Jura 
NR464647 June 1975 

The most impressive standing stone on Jura is situated 560 m 
N of Camas an Staca farmhouse. Measuring about 3·6 m in 
height and 1·4 m by O· 3 m at the base, with its long axis 
aligned Nand s, it rises with gently tapering sides to a pointed 
top. The base has been obscured by stones, which have 
probably been cleared from the surrounding rig-and-furrow 
cultivation. 

82 Standing Stone (possible), Carn Glas, Ardskenish, 
Colonsay 
NR354920 June 1976 

This prostrate slab, which measures 1·3 m by 0·5 m by 0·2 m, 
may be a fallen standing stone. 

D. Standing stones, 
Carragh a' Ghlinne, Jura 
(No. 83); plan 

83 Standing Stones, Carragh a' Ghlinne, Jura 
NR512664 May 1976 

Situated in a small clearing in a Forestry Commission 
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plantation about 1·5 km wsw ofCraighouse Post Office there 
are the remains of a setting of four standing stones. 

Only one stone (A) remains upright, standing to a height of 
2·4 m with its longer axis aligned NE and sw; it measures 
0·65 m by O· 35 m at the base and rises with straight sides to a 
pointed top. On the SE face, at a height of 0·6 m above ground 
level, there is a circular depression 50 mm in diameter by 
10 mm in depth which may be a cup-mark. Stones E, C and D 
have all fallen and measure respectively 2·9 m, 2·4 m and 
2·4 m in length; 0·6 m, 0·6 m and 0·4 m in breadth; and 
O· 25 m, 0·15 m and O· 3 m in thickness. 

Standing stone, Carragh BMn, Islay 
(No. 84) 

A. view from WNW 

B.plan 

84 Standing Stone, Carragh Bhan, Islay 
NR328478 June 1976 

This impressive slab stands on level ground 400 m W of 
Grianan and 20 m wsw of the public road from Port Ellen to 
Kintra.! Now leaning slightly to the WNW, it is aligned with its 
axis NNE and SSw; appearing almost square in elevation, it 
measures 2·2 m by 0·5 m at the base and 2·2 m in height. 

Less than 1 m to the s is what appears to be the stump of a 
smaller standing stone; measuring O· 8 m by O· 2 m, it is 
aligned NNW and SSE and projects through the turf to a 
maximum height of O' 3 m. About 3 m to the ESE there is a 
second stump, of similar dimensions, aligned Nand s. 

85 'Standing Stones', Clachan Ceann lie, Islay 
NR436483 ~ay1980 

On a steep, tree-covered slope immediately W of the public 
road from Port Ellen to Ardtalla, and 350m s of Tigh 
Raonastail, there are two upright stones situated 10 m apart. 
The larger (w) stone, trapezoidal in section and with a 
pointed top, is 1·6 m high, 0·8 m broad and between 0·25 m 
and 0·15 m thick at the base, with its alignment running NW-

STANDING STONES AND STONE CIRCLES No. 90 

SE. The other stone measures 0·7m by 0·3m and 0'75m in 
height, with its long axis lying N- S. No longer entirely 
earth fast, they do not appear to be of prehistoric date, and 
there is no evidence to support the tradition that they mark 
the grave of Yula, 'a daughter of one of the Kings of 
Denmark' .! 

86 Standing Stone, Clach an Tiompain, Islay 
NR347697 April 1977 

This standing stone is situated in a remote position on the 
crest of the sw flank of a broad ridge. It measures 1· I m by 
0·3 m at the base, with the longer axis running E and w, and 
1·2 m in height. 

87 Standing Stone, Clach a' Pheanais, Balnahard, Colonsay 
NR421999 June 1976 

Situated 50 m NE of the chapel No. 326, this stone stands 
1·25 m in height and measures 1·2 m by 0·3 m at the base with 
its long axis aligned E and w; it rises with a straight W side and 
a curving E side to a flat top. 

88 Standing Stone (possible), Claggain Bay, Islay 
NR461537 June 1975 

This massive boulder of irregular shape is situated 80 m NNW 
of the bridge that carries the public road to Ardtalla over the 
River Claggain. ~easuring 1·8 m by 0·8 m by 1·2 m by 0·9 m 
at ground level, it is 1·7m in greatest height. Although it 
appears to have been deliberately placed in its present 
position, it is, nevertheless, in both shape and bulk, so 
uncharacteristic of the other standing stones on Islay that its 
antiquity is doubtful. 

89 Standing Stone, Cnoc a' Charraigh, Colonsay 
NR426994 June 1976 

Situated on the sw flank of Cnoc a' Charraigh (Hill of the 
standing stone) about 1·1 km E of Balnahard farmhouse 
there is a standing stone. It is lA m high , measures O· 5 m by 
004 m at the base with its long axis aligned E and w, and rises 
with straight sides to a pointed top. About 1·2 m to the N 
there is a prostrate slab measuring 2 m from N to s by 0·8 m 
transversely and at least 0·2 m in thickness; it has been 
described as the cover stone of a cist, ! but is probably a fallen 
standing stone. 

90 Standing Stone (probable), Cnoc a' Charraigh, Islay 
NR231600 ~ay 1976 

In open moorland just over I km NE of Gearach farmhouse, 
on the summit of the low eminence known as Cnoc a' 
Charraigh (Hill of the standing stone), there is a recumbent 
slab of schistose rock. Lying approximately NE and sw, it 
measures at least 3·7m in length by 1·9m in greatest width 
and about 0·35m in thickness, and has a pronounced hip, 
0·15 m deep, in the middle of the NW side. It seems most 
probable that this is the stone referred to in the place-name 
and that it once stood upright, the sw end, which is more 
deeply embedded in the turf and of greater girth than the 
other, presumably having been the base. 
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No. 91 STANDING STONES AND STONE CIRCLES 

A B C D 

Standing stones Stone circle, Cultoon, Islay (No. 94) 
A. Cnoc nan Guaillean, Islay (No. 91), from SE C. stone A from N 

B. Comabus, Islay (No. 93), from sw D. stone Hfrom N 

91 Standing Stone, Cnoc nan Guaillean, Islay 
NR224604 May 1976 

In broken ground at the SE end ofCnoc nan Guaillean there is 
66A a standing stone situated on a level terrace 200 m NNW of Dun 

Glas an Loin Ghuirm (No. 212). Aligned with its axis NW and 
SE, it rises uniformly to a height of 2·7 m and measures 0·7 m 
by O' 3 m at the base. 

92 Standing Stone, Coille a' Chnoic Mhoir, Islay 
NR310472 May 1979 

This stone is situated towards the E end of a rocky ridge 
about 600 m NW of the deserted farmhouse of Frachdale. It 
stands 1·2 m high and is roughly triangular in section 
measuring 0·6 m in width and 0-4 m at its thickest point; the 
long axis is aligned ENE- WSW. 

93 Standing Stone, Cornabus, Islay 
NR326460 June 1977 

Situated in rough grazing 750 m sw of Cornabus, there is a 
668 rough standing stone of irregular shape measuring 0·9 m by 

1·2 m by 0·9 m at ground level and 1·5 m in height. 

94 Stone Circle, Cultoon, Islay 
NRI95569 May 1980 

Situated in barren moorland 500 m sw of Cultoon there are 
67 three upright and twelve prone blocks of stone. Excavation 

in 1974 and 1975 revealed, however, that, with a single 
exception, the prone monoliths had never been set upright. 1* 
The holes dug to receive many of the stones were discovered 
and are now marked by concrete, but it was clear that several 
of the stones had never been erected in their sockets, while in 
other cases there were sockets without adjacent stones. The 
excavated stone-holes had been allowed to fill up naturally 
with stones and silt some time before the site was covered by 
a growth of peat; a sample taken from the base of the peat 
layer produced a radiocarbon determination of 765 bc ± 40 
(SRR- 500). There is little doubt that the original intention was 
to set up the stones on the perimeter of an ellipse measuring 
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40· 7 m by 35·1 m, but that the site was abandoned after the 
erection of only three stones (A, B and H). All the prone 
monoliths lie immediately on the old ground-surface, not on 
peat, and this confirms that the site had been abandoned 
before the onset of peat-growth. The excavator considered 
that the broad band of small stones and rubble between the 
stones was the result of the clearance of the central area 
within the circle. 

Apart from a number ofmicroliths, a flint arrowhead and 
several flint flakes, none of which were associated with the 
constructional period of the site, there were no small finds. 

The stones, which are all of Lewisian age (amphibolite, 
hornblende-schist and granitic-gneiss), are of local origin. 2 

To conform with the pattern adopted within the Inventory, 
the stones have been lettered A- O, but the order is identical 
to that used in other accounts of the excavation, where they 
are numbered I- XV. Their dimensions are as follows: 
A 2·0 m high and up to 1·7 m by 0·8 m in girth; a massive 66C 

stone aligned E and w. 
B 0'5m high and 0·8m by 0·2m; aligned NW and SE; the 

upper part of the stone appears to have weathered away. 
C Prone slab in two pieces; one 1-45 m by 0·8 m and 0·2 m 

thick, the other I· 3 m by 1·0 m and up to 0·25 m thick . 
D Prone slab, 1·15 m long by 0·9 m broad and 0·1 m thick. 
E Prone slab, massive and irregular; 2·3 m by 1·75 m and 

0·5 m thick . 
F Prone massive pillar of stone, 3·1 m long by 0·9 m broad 

and 0·7 m thick . 
G Prone slab, 1·8 m long by 1·2 m broad and 0-4 m thick. 
H 1·7 m high by 0·8 m and 0·4 m at the base; an irregular 660 

pillar. 
I Prone triangular-shaped slab, 2·15 m long, 1·55 m in 

maximum breadth and 0·3 m thick . 
J Prone pillar, 2·25 m long by 0·85 m broad and 0·5 m 

thick. 
K Its N end overlies stone J; 2· 35 m long, 1·1 m broad and 

up to 0-45 m thick; the butt of the stone is still in its 
socket. 

L Prone pillar, 2·65 m long by 0·65 m broad and 0·5 m 
thick. 

M Massive prone slab, 3·1 m long by 1·1 m broad and 
0·45 m thick. 



N Prone slab, 1·9 m long by 1·1 m broad and O' 3 m thick . 
o Prone slab, 2·15 m long by 1·0 m broad and O' 3 m thick . 

A mound situated immediately N of the circle is a natural 
hillock, but an upright stone situated to the s of the top of it 
and set into the old ground-surface below the peat appears to 
be of prehistoric origin; it is about 1·0 m in height and 1·65 m 
in girth . Several fires had been lit on the top of the mound on 
a level beneath the covering peat, and analysis of charcoal 
provided a radiocarbon date of) 055 bc ± 130 (Gx-484I ). 

STANDING STONES AND STONE CIRCLES No. 95 

Stone circle, Cultoon, Islay (No. 94); plan 

95 Standing Stone, Druim nam Madagan, Islay 
NR382459 September 1978 

This stone is situated on gently rising ground close to a 
ruined stone building about 75 m SE of the deserted farm of 
Torradale. It measures 1·0 m by 0·2 m at its base and rises 
2·0 m to a pointed top; its longer axis is aligned NNW and SSE 

and it now leans considerably to the ENE. 
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No. 96 STANDING STONES AND STONE CIRCLES 

96 Standing Stones, 'Fingal's Limpet Hammers', 
Drumclach, Colonsay 

A 

• 

NR 367949 June 1976 
There is a pair of standing stones situated at the edge of an 

68A.B arable field about 70 m NE of Lower Kilchattan farmhouse. 
The more southerly of the two stones, which leans slightly to 
the W, measures 1·5 m in girth at the base and 3·1 m in height. 
The other stone, 13·8 m to the NNW, leans to the N, and 
measures 1·5 m in girth at the base and 2·6 m in height. The 
name 'Limpet Hammers' refers to the similarity in the shape 
of the stones to the stone tools commonly thought to have 
been used to detach limpets from rocks. 

97 Standing Stones, Finlaggan, Islay 
NR392685 June 1977 

In gently sloping arable land 110 m W of Finlaggan 
farmhouse there is a standing stone which measures 2 m in 
height and 1·4m by 0'7m at the base; it is aligned with its 
long axis NW and SE. 

Martin, I who visited Islay about 1695, mentions the 
existence at Finlaggan of a second standing stone, also about 
2 m high, but gives no other indication of its position. 

98 Standing Stone, Foreland House, Islay 
NR269643 June 1975 

This standing stone is situated in the shrubbery 35 m E of 
Foreland House. Trapezoidal on plan and measuring 3·1 m 
in girth at ground level, it is 2 m high. Part of the base of the 
stone has been broken off. 
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Standing stones 
'Fingal's Limpet Hammers', Drumclach, Colonsay (No. 96) 

A. view from NNW 

B.plan 
C. Gartacharra, Islay (No. 99), from N 

D. Garvard, Colonsay (No. 100), from NW 

99 Standing Stone, Gartacharra, Islay 
NR2526l3 July 1975 

This stone stands in an arable field a little to the w of 
Gartacharra farm, a position which offers extensive views in 
all directions; aligned E and w, it stands to a height of 2·7 m 
and now leans slightly to the s. Measuring 0'74m in width 
and up to 0-4 m in thickness, it rises with irregular sides to a 
shouldered top. 

100 Standing Stone, Garvard, Colonsay 
NR364912 June 1976 

On the summit of enoc Eibriginn, an isolated rocky knoll a 
little to the sw of Garvard, there is a standing stone 1·75 m in 
height and measuring some 0·6 m by 0·2 m at its base. 
Though recorded by Loder as erect, 1 it may no longer be 
quite in its original position , as it had fallen by 1944,2 and 
was set up again in about 1960.3 

101 Standing Stone, Glac a' Charraigh, Islay 
NR29743l June 1977 

This standing stone of rough schist is situated in featureless 
moorland 800 m NNE of Kinnabus. It is 1·9 m high and 
measures 0·7 m by 0·4 m at the base with the longer axis 
aligned roughly E and w. 

102 Standing Stone, Gleann Droighneach, Islay 
NR 210593 May 1976 

On the s side of Gleann Droighneach, 1 km ESE of Kilchiaran 

68C 

680 



69A 

Standing stones 
A. Gortanilivorrie, Islay (No. 103), from ENE 

B. Kilbride, Islay (No. 106), from SSE 

C. Knockdon, Islay (No. 107), from N A 

House, there is a standing stone 2·7m high. Wedge-shaped 
on plan, with its axis aligned ENE and wsw, and measuring 
I· 2 m by 0·8 m at the base, it rises with tapering sides to an 
almost level top. Much of the surrounding area has been 
ploughed in the past, and some field-gathered stones have 
been piled against the uphill side of the stone. 

103 Standing Stone, Gortanilivorrie, Islay 
NR358613 June 1980 

Situated on the side of a valley 850 m s of the farm of 
Gortanilivorrie, this quartzite standing stone, which is 
aligned NNE-SSW, is roughly rectangular in section, measuring 
0·95 m by 0·8 m at the base and 1·55 m in height with a 
sloping top. 

104 Standing Stone (possible), Kelsay, Islay 
NR 190556 May 1976 

This rough boulder, possibly a prehistoric standing stone, is 
situated in gently sloping ground 470 m ssw of Kelsay and 
37 m N of the moorland road from Octo fad to Lossit. Very 
irregular in shape and measuring 2·6 m in girth at ground 
level and I· 5 m in height, it stands at the N edge of two small 
plots which have been under cultivation in comparatively 
recent times. In its upper surface a natural hollow has been 
caused by weathering. 

105 Standing Stone, Kepolls, Islay 
NR379666 June 1977 

The standing stone recorded on the 2nd edition of the OS 
6-inch map (sheet cxcviii, 1900), on the SE side of Gleann 
Mhartuin, 640 m NW of Kepolls, has since fallen . It lies on the 
line of a turf boundary-wall which runs along the edge of a 
slight terrace above the low-lying land at the sw end of Loch 
Finlaggan. Measuring 2·4 m in length, I· 5 m in breadth and 
0·5 m in average thickness, it originally stood about 1·8 m in 
height.! 

106 Standing Stone, Kilbride, Islay 
NR383465 June 1975 

698 Situated in level pasture 120 m SSE of Kilbride there is a 

STANDING STONES AND STONE CIRCLES No. 109 

B 

standing stone measuring 2·75 m in height and 0·90 m by 
0·33 m at the base, with the longer axis aligned ENE and wsw. 
The sides taper gradually to a rounded top, and the faces 
appear to have been dressed to some extent in prehistoric 
times. 

107 Standing Stone, Knockdon, Islay 
NR336642 April 1977 

This stone is situated in pasture on a shoulder of rising 
ground about 550 m ESE of Knockdon farmhouse . Of 69C 

trapezoidal cross-section, it measures about 0·9 m by 0·6 m at 
the base and rises with a slight taper to a height of I· 7 m. The 
jagged top and the presence of flake-scars on the otherwise 
smoothly dressed sides suggest, however, that the stone has 
been damaged and may once have been higher. 

108 Standing Stones, Knocklearoch, Islay 
NR398648 May 1977 

Immediately s of Knocklearoch farm-buildings there are two 
standing stones of local limestone, situated 2·4 m apart on a 
line running approximately ENE and wsw. The w stone is 
triangular at the base, measuring 0·65 m by 0·90 m by 1·05 m, 
and tapers to a pointed top; it leans towards the s but if 
upright would stand 1·95 m high . The E stone is also 
triangular and measures 0·80m by 0·80m by 0·70m at the 
base. It, too, is tilted out of the vertical to the s, but would be 
I· 70 m high if erect; a pronounced natural fissure has caused 
part of the stone to break off. 

109 Standing Stones, Knockrome, Jura 
(I) NR 550714 (2) NR 548714 
(3)NR550719 May 1975 

The following three stones are all situated in the vicinity of 
Knockrome at the head of the Bay of the Small Isles. 

(I) About 550 m sw of Knockrome, this stone, aligned NNE 70A 
and ssw and now leaning slightly to the ESE, measures 1·35 m 
in height, 0·75m in breadth and 0·2m in thickness; it has 
straightish sides and a pointed top. 

(2) Situated 200 m wsw of (I) and aligned wand E, this 708 
stone is 1·55 m high, 1·1 m broad and 0·27 m thick. The w side 
is shouldered, rising to a point at the top of the straight E side. 
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A B C 

(3) About 450 m W of Knockrome, a triangular boulder 
may be a standing stone of prehistoric date; it is 0·9 m high 
and 2·6 m in girth. 

110 Standing Stones, Lagavulin, Islay 
NR395462 June 1975 

Incorporated in the long wall that runs SSE from near the 
ruins of Ballynaughton More towards Druim Mor and 
beyond, there is a massive standing stone with another of 

70C similar size lying prone 1·8 m to the E of it. The erect stone, 
which leans slightly to the N, measures 3·50m in height and 
1·30 m by 0·45 m at ground level, with the longer axis aligned 
nearly E and w. What was almost certainly the base of the 
fallen stone is buried under the wall of a small rectangular 
enclosure, and its length is 3·65 m and its maximum breadth 
and thickness 1·05 m and 0·37 m respectively. When erect it 
probably stood with its longer axis aligned, like that of its 
partner, almost E and w. 

III Standing Stone (possible), Leargybreck, Jura 
NR 538713 June 1975 

About 100 m NNW of Leargybreck Free Church there is a 
small upright stone that may be of prehistoric date. Aligned 
NE and sw, it measures 1·4 m in height and 1·8 m by 0·9 m at 
the base, and tapers to a pointed top. 

112 Standing Stone, Machrins, Colonsay (Site) 
NR372932 June 1976 

The standing stone recorded on the 2nd edition of the OS 
6-inch map (sheet c1v, 1900) at a point 450m E of Machrins 
has since disappeared, and it is not certain whether it was of 
prehistoric date or was connected with the nearby chapel, 
No. 362.1 

113 Standing Stone, Mullach Dubh, Islay 
NR403641 May 1977 

This limestone standing stone is situated 420 m E of the 
Ballygrant- Port Ellen road in open heather-covered rough 
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Standing stones 
Knockrome, Jura 

A. (No. 109, 1)from ESE 

B. (No. 109, 2),from wsw 
Lagavulin,lslay (No. 110) 

C. upright stones from N 

Mullach Dubh, Islay (No. 113) 
D. view from w 

ground 100 m E of enclosed arable fields . Measuring 0·8 m by 700 

OA m at ground level with the longer axis aligned NNE and 
ssw, it is 1·3 m high and leans slightly to the ESE. A natural 
crack may have led to part of the top of the stone splitting off; 
a fragment lies partly embedded in the ground nearby . 

114 Standing Stone, Neriby, Islay (Site) 
NR359605 June 1975 

There is no trace of the standing stone that was situated 
about 270 m NW of Neriby farmhouse. It is recorded 1 that in 
1878 it measured about 2 m in height and O' 5 m in breadth. 

115 Standing Stone, Port Ellen, Islay 
NR371455 June 1975 

This standing stone is situated in a level arable field 30 m E of 
the approach road to Kilbride. Of rough schist, it measures 
0·92 m by O' 53 m at ground level and 4· 30 m in height with the 
longer axis aligned NNW and SSE. 

116 Standing Stones, Sannaig, Jura 
NR518648 May 1976 

What has been an alignment of three standing stones is 
situated about 300 m NE of Sannaig farmhouse between the 

~N 
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E. Standing stones, Sannaig, Jura (No. 116); plan 
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Standing stones 
A. Port EIJen, Islay 

(No. 115), from wsw 
B. Strone, Jura (No. 120); 

upright stone from sw 
C. Trudernish, Islay 

(No. I 23),from s A 

edge of a Forestry Commission plantation and a turf wall, 
and is overlooked by higher ground immediately to the NW. 

Stone A , now fallen, measures 2·6 m in length, 0·6 m in 
breadth and at least 0·4 m in thickness. Stone B, the only one 
still upright and intact, is 2·2m high; measuring 0·55m by 
O· 25 m at the base with the longer axis running NNW and SSE, it 
has straight sides and a pointed top. Only the stump of stone 
C remains in position, rising 0·3 m above ground level with 
its long axis aligned E and w; a recumbent fragment (D), 
however, measuring 0·45 m by 0·35 m and 1·9 m in length, 
may be its upper portion. A flat slab (E), measuring I· 2 m in 
length by 0·8 m in breadth and 0·2 m in thickness, does not 
appear to be a fallen standing stone, but may possibly be a 
displaced cist -cover. On the N side of the turf wall there is an 
upright stone 0·8 m high, which has probably been put in 
position in comparatively recent times. 

117 Standing Stone, Scalasaig, Colonsay 
NR386937 ~ay1976 

On the w flank of Cnoc na Faire ~6r, and about 40 m w of 
the track leading from Scalasaig to ~ilbuie, there is a small 
standing stone 1·1 m high; measuring 1·1 m by 0-4 m at 
ground level, with the longer axis aligned ENE- WSW, it rises 
with sloping sides to a rounded top. About 9m to the wsw an 
irregularly shaped stone measuring 1·2 m by 0·9 m by 0·4 m 
appears to be merely an erratic boulder. 

118 Standing Stone, Scalasaig Farm, Colonsay 
NR385942 June 1976 

In a marshy hollow 60 m W of Scalasaig farmhouse, and 15 m 
N of a field-dyke, there is an irregularly-shaped standing 

STANDING STONES AND STONE CIRCLES No. 121 
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stone which measures 2 m in height and 2 m by 0·4 m at the 
base, with the longer axis aligned E and w. 

119 Standing Stone, Scanistle, Islay 
NR410672 ~ay1977 

A rough boulder of conglomerate, measuring 1·2 m in height, 
I m in breadth and 0-4 m in thickness, stands on a slight crest 
in gently sloping arable land 450m SE of the disused farm of 
Scanistle. Now leaning to the SE, it is aligned with its long axis 
NE and sw. 

120 Standing Stones, Strone, Jura 
NR507637 ~ay1975 

A standing and a fallen stone are visible in the area known as 
Achadh na Lice 650 m SSE of Strone. The upright stone is 3 m 71B 

high, measures 1·7 m in girth at its base and has straight sides 
and a pointed top. The recumbent, situated 2 m to the NW, is 
2·65 m long, 0·65 m broad and at least 0·3 m thick; when 
erect, what is now its wend was probably the base. 

121 Standing Stone (possible), Suidh' an Eoin Mor, Islay 
NR395656 ~ay1977 

A large slab, which may have stood erect at some time, lies 
partly buried in the ground on a ridge of rough grazing about 
600 m s of Ballygrant. The exposed portion, which protrudes 
at an angle of about 30° from the horizontal, measures 1·15 m 
by 1·10 m and has a thickness of about 0·4 m. Into what is at 
present its upper surface a ring, about 1·1 m in diameter, 
10 mm wide and not more than 5 mm deep, has been cut as if 
marking an attempt to produce a millstone in comparatively 
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Standing stone, Uiskentuie, Islay (No. 124), from w 

recent times. There are three large stones beside it, including 
one earthfast fragment measuring 1·0 m in breadth, at least 
O· 3 m in thickness and visible above the turf to a height of 
0-45m. 

122 Standing Stone, Tarbert, Jura 
NR606822 May 1975 

This impressive standing stone is situated at the s end of a 
stony ridge 290 m WNW of the chapel and burial-ground No. 
328; aligned Nand s, it measures 0·6 m by 0·25 m at the base 
and 2· 5 m in height. 

123 Standing Stone, Trudernish, Islay 
NR463529 May 1977 

Situated in an arable field 400 m NNE ofTrudernish, and 20 m 
E of the public road to Ardtalla, there is a standing stone 
which measures 1·85 m in height and 0·62 m by O' 34 m at the 
base, with the longer axis aligned roughly E and w. It has 
almost vertical, rounded sides, relatively smooth faces and a 
sloping top falling from w to E. 

124 Standing Stone, Uiskentuie, Islay 
NR293633 May 1976 

A standing stone, measuring 3·0 m in height and 1-4 m by 
0·6 m at ground level, is situated on the crest of a low terrace 
in gently sloping arable land 450 m NW of Uiskentuie. 
Aligned with its axis Nand s, it rises with nearly vertical sides 
to a gabled top. 
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125 Fort, Am Burg, Coul, Islay 
NR191649 June 1979 

On a precipitous headland, situated 900 m WNW of Coul 
farmhouse and measuring 200 m from E to W by 120 m at its 
widest point, there are the slight remains of a stone-walled 
fort, with evidence of later occupation. The site is a strong 
one, since it is cut off from the mainland by two converging 
dry gullies which run up from narrow inlets to the sw and N, 
and almost the only feasible access to the summit is up a 
narrow rock-path which cuts obliquely across the SE flank . 
Here the cliff stands 9 m above the gully, but elsewhere rises 
several times this height. 

The fort wall is visible along only the SE side of the 
headland, appearing as a low band of rubble up to 3 m broad, 
with several stretches of outer facing-stones still in position, 
standing up to 1 m in height in seven rough courses at its sw 
end. At its E end the wall is built on the very edge of the cliff, 
turning slightly inwards at the point where the access-path 
passes through it, which probably marks the position of the 
original entrance. Farther w, the wall leaves the outer cliff to 
follow the line of a higher cliff separated from the lower by a 
grassy terrace; after crossing the SE end of a wide transverse 
gully, it returns to the edge of the outer cliff and continues 
intermittently almost as far as the extreme sw tip of the 
headland. No traces of walling can be seen round the 
seaward perimeter. The summit of the headland is very 
uneven, consisting oflarge expanses of bare rock with limited 
areas of turf between them. 

Evidence of later occupation is provided by a wall, built 
mainly of turf and standing up to O' 5 m in height, which 
overlies the inner edge of the debris of the fort wall in its E 
sector and extends beyond the point where the fort wall ends, 
and continues along the top of the cliffs on the NE side of the 
headland. It crosses the presumed site of the original 
entrance without a break and, like the similar turf wall at 
Dun Bheolain (No. 144), appears to have had no defensive 
function. Probably associated with it are the foundations of a 
two-roomed rectangular building which measures 17 m by 
7 m over roughly coursed drystone walls about 1 m thick; the 
larger room has two opposed doorways 1 m wide, with a 
narrower opening giving access to the smaller room. To the N 
of the building, and on level patches elsewhere, there are 
traces of former cultivation. Pennant, who visited the site in 
1772, remarked on the 'vestiges of ancient habitations'. 1 

126 Fort, An Diman, Ardmenish, Jura 
NR578730 May 1976 

This fort, with its complex of outworks and later structures, 
occupies the NE tip of the rocky ridge that forms the seaward 
end of the promontory enclosing Lowlandman's Bay, 1·2 km 
SE of Ardmenish. The ridge runs NE and sw, and cliffs provide 
strong natural defence on all sides except to the NE. The main 
wall (A on the plan) stands on the highest part of the ridge 
(20 m OD), with a series of outer walls (B, C and D) ranged on 
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descending levels to the NE, and with further outworks (E and 
F) cutting off approach to a level terrace at its foot on the w. 

Wall A encloses a subrectangular area measuring about 
25 m by 20 m; except on the N, it has been severely denuded, 
but intermittent stretches of outer facing-stones survive, 
standing at best to a height of 0·4 m in three courses on the SE, 
and the amount of core material suggests that the wall may 
have been up to 4 m thick. The entrance is on the N, where 
there is a gap in the wall-debris; a large slab now lying across 
the passage on the line of the outer face appears to be a fallen 
jamb-stone and not a threshold, as its present position might 
suggest. Within the interior, a small circular building lies in 
the N angle of the fort wall; it measures about 4 m by 3 m 
internally, the inner face standing to a height of about O' 5 m 
in seven courses. Without excavation it is not possible to tell 
whether this little enclosure is contemporary with the fort or 
not. At the sw end of the interior of the fort there is a modern 
marker-cairn (a). 

Outside wall A to the NW, a detached stretch of walling, 
I · 7 m long and 0·6 m high in two ragged courses, blocks the SE 
end of a gully in the rocky massif. The principal series of 
outer walls, however, is situated NW, N and NE of wall A. The 
first of these, wall B, springs from the cliff on the E and 
follows the outer edge of a terrace some 5 m below the level of 
the summit almost to the rock face on the N. Here a small 
path, which runs up to the terrace, is protected by a wall, now 
surviving only as a low band of rubble on the flank of the 
ridge and a series of outer facing-stones disposed at right 
angles to it. The entrance-passage through wall B is some 
2· 3 m wide, with the SE side-wall still standing to a height of 
0·2 m in two courses; here the wall is 2·2 m thick . The 
entrance is unusual not only in its width but also in the sheer 
drop of some 2 m immediately outside it, and to be of 
practical use it must have been provided with a wooden 
stairway; a series of stones running across the outer line of 
the entrance-passage appears to be of comparatively recent 
date and is not shown on the plan. Immediately inside wall B, 
on the E portion of the terrace, the position of an enclosure or 
garden plot, also of no great age, is indicated by a dashed 
line. 

Walls C and D form the sides of an elongated approach
route up the NE flank of the ridge, which is broken and rock
strewn; it is noticeable how these walls link outcrops of bare 
rock and cut off gullies and more accessible terraces. Wall C, 
on the seaward side, springs from the cliff below wall Band 
curves round to run down the slope towards the level ground 
on the N, and ends some 12 m from the low cliff that forms the 
NW side of the promontory; its absence here may be the result 
of stone-robbing to provide material for a recent storehouse 
situated a little to the N. Wall C is constructed oflarge blocks 
(some of them measuring up to 1·05 m by OAm and 0·35 m in 
thickness) and the outer face still stands to a height of I m in 
six courses; large stones are also incorporated in the inner 
face of this wall but the pinnings are less well preserved . 

Wall D, which borders the inner side of the entrance-way is 
more difficult to interpret, as it has been denuded of its stone, 
but it appears to run roughly parallel to its seaward partner, 
and at its NE end abuts a large outcrop of rock where there 
may have been a gateway in the approach route . The line of 
wall D is broken in two places, one at the foot of the terrace 
on which wall B stands, and the other at about its mid-point, 
but it is not clear which gap originally provided access to the 
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entrance through wall B. A small fragmentary enclosure 
(shown as a dashed line) has been built in more recent times 
to the NW of wall D . 

Access to the promontory from the w is cut off by two 
further walls (E and F), the only approach on the E side being 
along the irregular rock-strewn shore. Wall E, some 2 m in 
average thickness, runs from the bottom of the knoll below 
the fort to the edge of a rocky shelf, standing some 2·5 m 
above the shore, and is built on a foundation of large stones 
with particularly massive blocks forming the sides of the 
entrance-passage. The wall of a circular stone-built cell 
merges with wall E on the w but, as it impedes access from the 
entrance into the interior, it is presumably of later date than 
the main occupation of the fort. It is possible that wall E ran 
along the crest of the low cliff to the NE but only one short 
stretch, to the N of a recent rectangular building, now 
survives to suggest this. Wall F survives as a band of rubble 
with a few stretches of both inner and outer facing-stones still 
visible, indicating a thickness of not more than about I · 5 m . 
The wide gap in it probably marks the site of the original 
entrance. This wall shows neither the massive structure nor 
the quality of masonry of any of the others, and is probably a 
later addition. Two even later enclosures, indicated by 
dashed lines on the plan, overlie the wall and incorporate 
some of its stones. 

On the level terrace to the NW of the main knoll there is an 
elongated rectangular structure. The side-walls are built 
upon two natural ribs of rock and comprise a single thickness 
of massive boulders and slabs, many of them set on edge. The 
SE side-wall is the only one to retain evidence of coursed 
masonry; there is no trace of a NE end-wall and the structure 
may have been designed as a boat-shelter, although the 
adjacent inlet has not been levelled to facilitate landing. A 
small building located SE of the same inlet was evidently an 
equipment-store associated with the use of the boat-landing 
in recent times. Between these two buildings there is a small 
hollow or well (b) and a cleared plot or enclosure (indicated 
by a dashed line). 

It is possible that this fort was occupied over a long period, 
although without excavation any suggested sequence is 
conjectural. Walls A and B may be interpreted as a small 
defensive site of the later first millennium BC or early first 
millennium AD . The complex approach-route formed by 
walls C and D can be compared to that at Dunadd (Mid 
Argyll), and, together with wall E, could represent 
refortification during the mid-first millennium AD; it is also 
possible that wall F may have been added at this stage. 
Probably more recent still are the enclosures or huts abutting 
walls A and E, the less well-preserved examples beside walls 
B, D and F, the elongated rectangular structure and the 
storehouse. 

127 Fort, An Dunan, Lagavulin, Islay 
NR391468 May 1979 

This fort occupies the summit of an isolated rocky ridge 
800 m ENE of Kilbride farmhouse; the sides of the ridge rise 
steeply from marshy ground, but from each end there is 
rela tivel¥ easy access over sloping rock shelves. 

The defences consist of a single stone wall drawn round the 
margin of the summit to enclose an area measuring about 
50m by 20m. For much of the circuit it has been reduced , 
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where still visible, to a low grass-grown band of rubble some 
2 m thick, with several stretches of the outer face and one 
length of the inner face still in position; normally only the 
lowest course survives, but on the SE there are three courses 
standing 0-45 m in height. Good use was made of the natural 
rock, which was incorporated into the structure of the wall at 
many places, including a particularly massive outcrop on the 
SE, where the wall was as much as 4 m thick. Because of 
extensive stone-robbing the position of the entrance is 
uncertain, but it was probably situated on the sw, where a 
narrow grassy path (a) leads up between two rock masses to 
the summit. Much of the interior is taken up by bare rock 
interspersed with patches of grass, leaving only limited space 
suitable for habitation. 

Overlying the fort wall on the SE there are the remains of a 
slight stone-and-turf wall, which may be associated with 
traces of cultivation and what appears to be a small stone
re vetted platform of indefinite shape, which can be seen on 
and around the highest point of the interior. 

128 Fort (possible), An Dun, Rinns Point, Islay 
NRI79511 June 1975 

The most southerly point of the Rinns of Islay is a rocky 
headland, which is almost a tidal island formed by two deep, 
narrow inlets intersecting at right angles, thus leaving access 
possible at only one point on the NE side, where a natural 
rock-bridge still remains. The sides of the headland rise sheer 
to a maximum height of 18 m, and the summit area measures 
120 m from NW to SE by about the same transversely; only an 
area about 62 m by 40 m is, however, suitable for occupation. 
At the E angle of the summit there are slight, intermittent 
accumulations of rock rubble which may represent the last 
vestiges of a defensive wall, but they are so heavily 
overgrown by coarse grass that it is not at present possible to 
distinguish their true nature or extent. 

129 Fort, The Ard, Port Ellen, Islay 
NR364447 April 1979 

Situated on the irregularly shaped summit of an elongated 
rocky ridge on the s shore of The Ard, immediately s of Port 
Ellen and about 150m E of Rubha a' Chuinnlein, there is a 
small fort. The s side of the ridge falls at first steeply and then 
precipitously to the shore 9 m below, and on the N the heavily 
indented margin of the summit stands some 6 m above the 
level of adjacent, ill-drained ground. 

Measuring about 36 m by 12 m internally, the fort was 
defended by a single drystone wall and outworks. The main 
wall, whose inner and outer faces appear to have 
incorporated blocks of considerable size, is in a severely 
wasted condition for the most part; a mass of tumbled debris 
covers the flanks of the ridge, particularly at the E end of the N 
side, where the presence of 'jumper-holes' in some of the 
boulders suggests that much of this destruction may have 
been caused by blasting in recent times. On the SW, however, 
the absence of any traces may be the result of the bodily 
collapse of the wall down the steeply inclined rock slope. For 
most of its surviving course the wall appears to have varied 
between 2· 5 m and 3 m in thickness, but immediately to the w 
of the entrance, which is situated near the middle of the N 
side, it is no more than 1·3 m thick . It is a curious feature of 
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A. Fort, An Dunan, Lagavulin, Islay (No. 127); plan 

the denudation of the remains in this sector that stone
robbers appear to have selected the core material in 
preference to the massive facing-stones, the reverse of 
normal procedure. 

The entrance itself is approached by way of a broad 
natural ramp, at the head of which the wall describes a right 
angle to allow direct passage through the defences; a section 
of the SE side-wall of the passage survives to a height of 0·55 m 
in five courses. At the E end of the fort the main wall is set 
back at least 3 m from the edge of a low cliff, the face of which 
may have been partly shaped by quarrying to provide 
material for the defences. Additional protection was 
therefore provided at this point by an outer wall, now 
reduced to a thin scatter of core material in which a single 
outer facing-stone can be seen on the edge of the cliff. 
Another isolated length of walling, represented by a single 
stretch of outer facing-stones, sprang from the main fort wall 
some way to the E of the entrance. It is possible that the 
earthfast stone situated just outside the outer face ofthe main 
fort wall on the NE may belong to the springing of such an 
outwork, but is more likely to form part of a stabilising 
revetment for the main wall . 

The interior of the fort, which is for the most part level and 
grass-covered, contains a number of relatively shallow 
depressions: the round or irregular oval examples of no great 
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B. Fort, The Ard, Port Ellen, Islay (No. 129); plan 



size probably indicate the activity of stone-robbers, but those 
of subrectangular plan, partly lined with upright slabs (a, b) 
may be the remains of secondary dwellings built in the body 
of the tumbled wall-debris. Similar structures have been 
observed on fortified sites on Tiree. 1 

130 Fort, Barr an t-Seann Duine, Lagavulin, Islay 
NR401453 June 1979 

This fort occupies the summit of the irregular rocky 
268 promontory that forms the w side of Lagavulin Bay. Except 

on the landward (NW) side, where there is easy approach 
across level ground, the site is protected by cliffs, up to 6 m 
high, falling to the shore and pierced at various points by 
sharp gullies. The fort wall was drawn around the edge of the 

77 summit to enclose an area measuring about 92 m by 55 m. It 
survives for the most part as an intermittent spread of rubble 
core, about 2 m broad, with stretches of outer facing-stones 
standing one course high. The few individual stones of the 
inner face that are visible indicate that the wall was probably 
at least 2·5 m thick. The gullies are blocked by lengths of 
walling, the best-preserved of which lies on the NE. It is 
formed of five carefully constructed courses composed of 
large irregular blocks with much use of pinning, and stands 
1·1 m in height; the amount of tumble lying outside the line of 
the wall suggests that the original height may have been 
considerably greater. In other gullies the blocking appears to 
have been achieved by the placing of very large irregular 
boulders across the gap. The most complex area of walling is 
situated on the landward side; here the outer and the inner 
faces of the wall were constructed to link two tall rock 
outcrops, incorporating a narrow rock spine and giving a 
wall thickness at this point of about 4 m. An intermediate 
face was also built within the thickness of the wall to provide 
additional stability. The entrance (a) probably lay on the N 

side of the fort at one end of a gully. 
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The interior of the fort is uneven, with areas of grass and 
numerous irregular rock outcrops; the highest point (20 m 
OD) is marked by a modern cairn (b). To the N of it there are 
traces of a subcircular structure, now severely robbed, and of 
a rough stone wall and cultivation plots, all of them probably 
of no great age. A modern sheep-wall has been constructed 
below the site ofthe presumed entrance, and on the NE side of 
the promontory there are several boat-landings. 

131 Fort, Settlement and Enclosure, Beinn a' Chaisteil, Islay 
NR220711 (fort) NR219711 (settlement) 
NR218712(enclosure) May 1979 

Beinn a' Chaisteil is the name given to a prominent rocky 
headland which forms part of the rugged NW coastline of 
Islay w of Sanaigmore; rising to a height of 125 m OD, it 
presents sheer cliffs to the NW and NE, but from the SE 
(landward) side there is relatively easy access up grassy or 
heathery slopes interspersed with rocky outcrops. Extending 
between it and Cnoc Uamh nam Fear (128 m OD) to the sw 
there is a broad, steep-sided, natural hollow, which is divided 
by a narrow inlet, Allt nam B,i. Situated on Beinn a' Chaisteil 
and in the gully below there is an unusual complex of 
remains, comprising what appear to be three elements that 
are not necessarily related to each other: a fort (A on the site
plan), occupying the summit of Beinn a' Chaisteil; a 
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Fort, Barr an t-Seann Duine, Lagavulin, Islay (No. 130); plan 

settlement (B), lying around the foot of Beinn a' Chaisteil to 
the E of Allt nam Ba; and an enclosure (C), situated in a low
lying position on the neck of a rocky promontory w of Allt 
namBa. 

FORT. The defences are provided by a single stone wall 
drawn across the neck of the headland and cutting off a 
roughly triangular area of about 1·35 ha. For most of its 
length the wall survives as a band of rubble core material 
with intermittent stretches of outer facing-stones still 
standing to a height of 0·4 m in three courses; only one short 
length of inner face survives, near the sw end, indicating that 
at this point the wall was 3 m thick. For almost its entire 
course the wall is founded on the natural rock, and several 
expanses of outcrop are incorporated within its structure. 
About half-way along its length it swerves sharply outwards 
to follow a particularly prominent outcrop, perhaps in order 
to provide extra defensive strength for what may be the 
position of an entrance (a on the plan), where the rubble is 
markedly thinner and where there is easy access from 
outside. At each end the wall terminates on the brink of the 
cliff, but on the sw, where it finishes in a coursed butt-end, 
access to the interior can be gained with little difficulty by 
way of two rocky ledges beyond and below it. No visible 
evidence remains of walling to block this line of approach, 
but without it the defensive effect of the rest of the wall would 
have been severely impaired; it could, however, have been 
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easily dismantled and cast down the steep slope without 
trace, possibly for use in building the structures described 
below. 

In addition to the possible entrance (a) already mentioned, 
a narrow transverse gap in the outcrop about 30 m to the E 

would have provided another suitable entry; between these 
two points there are traces of a medial face within the 
thickness of the wall. A third possible location for an 
entrance (b) occurs towards the sw end, where the amount of 
debris is noticeably reduced. The interior, which is thickly 
covered with heather, shows no visible signs of structures. 

SETTLEMENT. The landward approach and part of the 
precipitous slopes on the E side of the Allt nam Ba are 

so tra versed by the remains of a massive dry stone wall which is 
some 2 m in average thickness and about 60 m in surviving 
length from E to w. It incorporates a lintelled entrance
passage (a) which is slightly less than 2 m in length and 0·75 m 
in width; it is entered from the s where there are traces of a 
low stone platform. At the rear of the wall there are surviving 
remains of two adjacent round-ended enclosures, and a 
possible hut-platform (b) lies close to the rock-face that 
marks the E boundary of the site. Lower down the slopes on 
the E side of the inlet there is a second group of structures 
comprising traces of at least three buildings of circular plan. 
The largest and best-preserved of these (c) measures over 
4 m in internal diameter within walls 0·5 m in thickness, and 
has an entrance 0·6 m wide in the s sector. There are no 
superficial indications of man-made structures on the grassy 
plateau immediately to the E of the inlet, and a third main 
group of buildings and enclosures is found at the foot of the 
scree slopes in the rocky area to the NE. One hut (d) survives 

7SB,C relatively intact, and has a slab-corbelled roof. It is of ovoid 
plan measuring 2·5 m in length by 1·1 m in width and 1·3 m in 
height internally; the entrance is located in the send-wall. 
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ENCLOSURE. A massive drystone wall follows the line of a 
ridge across the promontory to the w of Allt nam Bei. It 
extends in an eastward direction for a distance of about 50 m, 
and there is a further stretch of walling which straddles a 
gully to the NW. The wall, which measures over 2 m in average 
thickness and stands to a maximum height of 1·3 m, 
incorporates the foundations of what appear to be small 
intramural chambers of oblong plan entered externally from 
the s or w rather than from seaward. The best-defined 
specimen (e) measures 1·6 m in length by 0·6 m transversely. 
It is also possible that one of these features may represent a 
modification to an original entrance comparable with that 
located in the stretch of walling on the NW. A later dyke 
extends southwards from this main E-W wall and is 
associated with a circular hut and enclosure in the centre of a 
narrow defile. There are indeterminate vestiges of other 
structures among the rocks to the wand on the hillside to the 
sw. A small burn which flows down the main gully from the 
sw is the only obvious source of fresh water in this vicinity. 

The date and original purpose of the enclosure and 
settlement cannot be determined without excavation, but it is 
possible that both were associated, at least in their later 
phases, with grazing or sea-fowling. For further discussion 
see the Introduction, p. 42. 

132 Fort (probable), Beinn Sholaraidh, Islay 
NR222711 May 1979 

On the summit of Beinn Sholaraidh, an elongated rocky 
headland on the NW coast ofIslay, lOO m NE of the fort No. 
131 and about 1'6km WNW of Sanaigmore farmhouse, there 
are the severely denuded remains of what has probably been 
a promontory fort. The summit is aligned approximately NW 
and SE, and on each flank steep rocky cliffs up to 30 m high 
afford strong natural protection. The seaward end falls less 
abruptly in a series of rocky shelves, while from the SE 
moderately steep slopes offer an easier means of approach. 

At the SE end of the summit there is a transverse rocky ridge 
which forms a natural barrier extending across almost the 
entire width of the promontory. For most of its sw half the 
landward side of the ridge presents a sheer rock-face 2·6 m 
high, but to the NE it rises only a metre or so above the level of 
immediately adjacent ground. Between the sw end of the 
ridge and the cliff edge on that flank there are traces of a 
boulder-faced, rubble-cored wall 2·3 m thick but at present 
only one course high, and an intermittent scatter of stony 
debris indicates the further course of the wall along the crest, 
leading towards the cliffs on the opposite flank. The area 
thus cut offby the wall measures about 85 m from NW to SE by 
33 m transversely and is seamed with rocky spines and 
covered by heather. The position of the entrance is not 
apparent, but it probably lay somewhere in the NE half of the 
wall. 

133 Fort, Borraichill Mor, Bridgend, Islay 
NR311648 May 1976 

Little now survives of a small fort situated 3·3 km NW of 
Bridgend on the summit of Borraichill Mor, a prominent hill 
which affords panoramic views over much of Islay. The 
immediate approach to the site is over gentle slopes on all 
sides except the s, where there is a rocky scarp. The 
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Fort, Borraichill Mor, Bridgend, Islay (No. 133); pian 

dilapidated condition of the fort was probably caused by the 
construction of an ornamental tower on the hilltop in the 
early 18th century; about a hundred years later the tower was 
demolished, and the site was stripped of its stone. I In spite of 
the damage, however, the course of the fort wall, which 
enclosed an oval area measuring about 36 m by 27 m, can still 
be traced almost throughout its original circuit, appearing 
for the most part as a robber-trench accompanied by a light 
spread of rubble core-material; but the few massive outer 
facing-stones, measuring up to 1·8 m by 0·6 m by 0·6 m, that 
remain in situ, as indicated on the plan, suggest that it was a 
very substantial structure. A transverse slab on the sw 
probably represents a part of the NW side-wall of the 
entrance-passage. 

134 Fort, Borraichill Mor, Port Ellen, Islay 
NR371467 June 1975 

Borraichill Mor is the name given to the prominent rocky 
boss at the SE end of the high ground I· 5 km N of Port Ellen. 
Cliffs on the N and sw, and steep slopes elsewhere, provide 
good natural protection. 

A single massive wall was drawn round the margin of the 
summit to enclose an almost square area of about 0·85 ha (2 
acres). Consisting of a rubble core faced on each side with 
large blocks measuring up to 0·9 m by 0·9 m by O' 3 m, the wall 
has an average thickness of about 2·2 m. The best surviving 
stretch of the outer face is on the NE, where it is standing to a 
height of 1·8 m; the inner face, while generally less well 
preserved, is still up to I ·1 m high on the SE. The course of the 
wall can be followed almost throughout the length of the E 
and s sides, but on the N and sw, where it was built directly on 
smooth rock outcrops, it has now largely collapsed and fallen 
away. 

The principal entrance is close to the centre of the E side, 
where the wall cuts across the end of a shallow gully which 
provides easy access to the interior of the fort. The passage, 
which is I· 5 m wide and 2·8 m long, is now largely choked 
with rubble, but two courses of each of the side-walls are 
exposed to a height ofO· 7 m. 

Passages through the wall have also been provided at two 
other points, at the SE angle (a) and towards the N end of the w 
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A. Fort, Borraichill Mor, Port Ellen, Islay (No. 134); plan 

side (b), but it is not possible to detennine from the visible 
remains whether they are posterns or merely culverts. That 
on the SE is O· 7 m wide with walls visible to a height of at least 
0·8 m; three stone lintels, up to 1 m long, 0·4 m wide and O· 3 m 
thick, remain in position. The other passage, on the NW, of 
which only an outer portion is exposed for a distance of 
0·9 m, is 1·1 m wide but apparently not more than I m high. 
The greater part of the s side is fonned by a large block 0·8 m 
high, 0·7 m wide and 0·3 m thick. A lozenge-shaped lintel, 
which measures 1·8 m by I m by 0·2 m thick, carries the 
rubble of the fort wall over the passage. 

Much of the s half of the interior is occupied by rock 
outcrops and, apart from a short and comparatively recent 
boundary-wall of large boulders which crosses a shallow 
gully on the w, the remainder is featureless. 

135 Fort, Breac Dhiman, Jura 
NR497651 May 1976 

A fort measuring about 36 m by 15 m over all occupies the 
summit of a rocky ridge I km NW of Strone. The NW and SE 
flanks of the ridge are precipitous, but from the NE and sw the 
approach is over gently sloping ground. 

1'-10 {race of any artificial defences can be seen along the NW 
side, where the sheer rock-face, c.20m high, provided 
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sufficient protection, but elsewhere there are the remains of 
what has been a substantial stone wall. For the most part it 
has been reduced to a mere band of rubble up to 2 m thick, 
but at the sw end, flanking the entrance, stretches of the outer 
face survive, standing at best to a height of 0·9 m in four 
courses. The N side of the entrance-passage, which is still 
0·5 m high in three courses, shows that at this point the wall 

B. Fort, Breac Dhunan, Jura (No. 135); plan 
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A. Fort, Bridgend, Islay (No. 136); plan (scale 1:5000) 

was 3·5 m thick. The interior of the fort is heather-covered 
and the only visible feature is a recent earth-and-stone wall. 

136 Fort, Bridgend, Islay (Site) 
NR337623 April 1981 

Cropmarks on air photographs! reveal the presence of a fort 
83A defended by double ditches in fields lying immediately to the 

SE of the Bridgend Hotel. The fort occupies the summit of a 
low hill known as Cnoc na Dail on the left bank of the River 
Sorn; the ground falls away steeply on the NW and w, but on 
all other sides the summit may be approached over gentle 
slopes. Only the s portion of the defences was recorded by 
aerial survey, and no traces can now be identified on the 
ground, but consideration of the terrain suggests that the fort 
is unlikely to have exceeded 170 m from E to w by 120 m 
transversely within its ditches. The probable area thus 
defined, about 1·2 ha (3·0 acres), is remarkable for a fortified 
site in these parts, but may be compared with the area of Nos. 
144 and 125; another noteworthy feature revealed by the 
cropmarks is that the defences appear to have been 
constructed in a series of short straight lengths. 

The relatively poor definition of the markings makes it 
impossible to be certain which, if any, of the gaps that are 
visible in the fort's ditches represents the position of an 
original entrance. The cist No. 39,1, discovered near 
Bridgend in 1860, may have been found within the interior of 
the fort, but it is unlikely that the two structures were directly 
associated (cf. Introduction, p. 22). 

137 Fort (possible), Carraig Bun Aibhne, Islay 
NR313404 November 1981 

Situated about 500 m SSE of the deserted steading of 
Stremnishmore, on the irregular summit of the elongated 
rocky stack Carraig Bun Aibhne, there are the very tenuous 
remains of what has possibly been a fort. The stack, which is 
aligned NW and SE, lies on the left bank of a nameless stream, 
in a natural amphitheatre formed by a re-entrant in the 
coastal cliffs. The position is moderately well defended by 
nature: the sw flank of the stack presents steep rock-faces up 
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to 12·0 m high , but on the NE there are grassy slopes, rising to 
an average height of only 3·0 m above the level of adjacent 
ground. 
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B. Fort (possible), Carraig Bun Aibhne, Islay (No. 137); plan 

The fort measures about 40 m by 18 m over all, and 
appears to have been defended by a single stone wall drawn 
round the irregular margin of the summit. The wall survives, 
at best, as a thin band of grass-grown rubble or a low stony 
scarp; elsewhere it has been removed by stone-robbing, or, as 
on the s half of the sw side, by the collapse of the rock face. 
The position of the entrance is probably indicated by a cleft, 
3·0 m wide, in the rocky scarp that forms the margin of the 
summit on the NNW. The low grassy scarps within the interior 
appear to be entirely natural in origin, although it is probable 
that most of the level ground on the summit has been 
cultivated in the recent past. 

138 Fort, Cnoc Eabriic, Islay 
NR291554 June 1976 

This fort is situated 600 m E of Laggan on the almost level 
summit of Cnoc Eabriic, the headland that rises 19 m above 
the sea at the mouth of the River Laggan. Thew side and the s 
end of the headland are sheer cliffs and on the E there are 
steep slopes; only from the N is there easy access over gently 
rising ground. For much of its circuit the wall follows the 84A 

margin of the summit area; no inner facing-stones survive, 
but some short stretches of the lowest course of the outer face 
are visible. As it crosses the neck of the promontory on the N, 
the rubble core of the wall is still standing to a height of 1·2 m 
externally and 0·8 m internally; a gap near the centre of this 
sector marks the position of the entrance. 

The interior, which has been greatly disturbed by former ' 
cultivation, contains an arc of grass-grown rubble about 
0'5 m high; its relationship to the fort is unclear and it may 
even be associated with a small turf-and-stone enclosure of 
no great age situated just inside the line of the wall on the E. 
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A. Fort, Cnoc Eabriic, Islay (No. 138); plan 

139 Fort, Creag an Dimain, Jura 
NR511647 May 1980 

This fort occupies the summit of a rocky ridge to the N of 
Dunan, which is now surrounded by a plantation. The ridge 
is aligned NE and sw, with the nose of the ridge to the NE and 
gentler access on the sw side, where the entrance to the fort 
has been. 
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B. Fort, Creagan Dunain, Jura (No. 139); plan 

The fort measures 32 m by 24 m and was defended by a 
single stone wall on all flanks except the s, where the sheer 
cliff provides strong natural protection. The wall has been 
heavily robbed, but it is best preserved on the N, where there 
is a short stretch of outer facing-stones. Elsewhere it is 
difficult to distinguish wall-debris from the many natural 
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boulders that were probably incorporated in its structure, 
and the entrance is indicated merely as a gap in the band of 
rubble. There are two main levels within the interior, a higher 
terrace on the s, with a second terrace on the N some 2 m 
lower. 
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C. Fort, Creagan na Ceardaich Moire, Islay (No. 140); plan 

140 Fort, Creagan na Ceardaich Moire, Islay 
NR457510 May 1979 

This fort occupies the summit of an elongated rocky ridge 
situated 180 m N of Kildalton Church (No. 367). On the NW 
and SE the ground rises steeply from the level of the 
surrounding fields, while on the NE and sw it slopes gradually 
over a series of rock scarps and outcrops, allowing relatively 
easy access to the summit. The wall, whose remains survive 
on three sides only, probably followed the full extent of the 
level grass-covered summit to enclose an area not exceeding 
38 m from NE to sw by 20 m transversely. Stretches of the 
outer face, formed of massive boulders, survive on the NE and 
E, but elsewhere, along the edge of the steep rock faces on the 
NW and SE, only an intermittent scatter of grass-covered 
rubble core material remains, and on the sw no certain traces 
of walling can be identified. It seems possible, however, that 
there may have been more than one line of walling on this 
side, making use of the numerous outcrops of rock to block 
access from the easiest line of approach. The entrarice lies on 
the NE and measures 1·9 m in width. In the interior of the fort 
a shallow depression, defined partly by low natural outcrops 
and partly by banks of tumbled stones, may represent the site 
of a circular house. Outside the fort wall on the NE there are 
the remains of a subrectangular structure of uncertain date, 
and a considerable quantity ofloose stones can be seen on the 
NE slope of the ridge. 

141 Fort (possible), Druim Loisgte, Jura 
NR56271I April 1979 

Traces of walling, which may be the remains of a fort , are 
visible near the NE end of Druim Loisgte, the steep-sided 
rocky ridge, some 20 m high, that forms the blunt seaward 
end of the headland between Lowlandman's Bay and the Bay 
of the Small Isles. The best stretch consists of a band of 



rubble, about 3 m thick and up to I m high, drawn across the 
ridge to cut off an area at its NE tip about 50 m long from NE to 
sw by 20 m wide; a smaller stretch of rubble can be seen on the 
NW side, where the ridge is divided by a transverse gully. 
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A. Fort, Dun an Raoil, Jura(No. 142); plan 

142 Fort, Dun an Raoil, Jura 
NR 523649 April 1979 

The remains of a small fort occupy the summit of an isolated 
rocky knoll overlooking the shore about 1 km ssw of 
Crackaig. On the NNE and E it is protected by steep rock-faces 
up to 10 m in height, but from the sw the approach is over 
more gently sloping ground. 

Roughly oval on plan, the fort measures about 24 m by 
14 m within a wall which has for the most part been reduced 
to a low stony mound; a few outer facing-stones, however, 
survive in position on the WNW and ESE. There is no sign of an 
entrance but it presumably lay on the sw. Much of the 
interior is occupied by rock outcrops but there are at least 
three level platforms (a, b and c) which could have held small 
timber houses. 

143 Fort, Dun Beag, Kintour, Islay 
NR431507 May 1977 

This fort occupies the summit and sw shoulder of Dun Beag, 
an elongated rocky ridge situated about 200 m NW of the NW 
shore of Loch Cam a' Mhaoil and a similar distance s of the 
fort No. 162. On all sides there are steep or precipitous rocky 
slopes, particularly on the SE, where the ground falls, almost 
without a break, some 60 m to the shore of the loch; on the 
NW, however, the summit rises to a height of only 12 m above 
the level of the adjacent ground. 

Irregular on plan, the fort measures about 95 m by 50 m in 
greatest breadth within a single stone wall, which, for most of 
the perimeter, is drawn along the margin of the summit; on 
the SW, however, it descends a little way to enclose a shelf of 
lower ground, and on the NE, where no traces survive, it is 
possible that the strength ofthe natural defences made a wall 
unnecessary. For much of the NW portion of its circuit the 
wall appears as a heavy band of debris, about 2 m thick, in 
which the line of the outer face may be traced unbroken for 
considerable distances. The survival of several inner facing
stones on each side of the entrance and elsewhere at the sw 
end of the fort indicates that the original wall-thickness 
ranged between 1·5 m and 2·7 m. 

Where best preserved, in a gully near the N end of the NW 

FORTS No. 143 

B. Fort, Dun Beag, Kintour, Islay (No. 143); plan 

side, the outer face stands to a maximum height of 1·7 m in 
ten courses, and a sector of the face immediately to the NE of 
the entrance is only slightly less impressive. Despite its state 
of preservation, however, the wall appears to have been 
constructed with less care, in respect of choice of material 
and method of construction, than is usually found in 
drystone fortifications of this kind. There is little evidence, 
for example, of any attempt at levelling or pinning, or even 
the selection of suitably regular blocks of stone; moreover, 
the wall-builders' wish to incorporate projecting outcrops in 
the fabric has led them to adopt an irregularity of course for 
the defences which is unusual in a fort of this size. 

The entrance appears to measure about 2·1 m in width, but 
too little of the passage-walls survives to make it possible to 
ascertain if they were rebated or not. The interior contains a 
number of rocky shelves and hollows which could have 
provided suitable sites for houses, but none displays clear 
evidence of an artificial origin. Some of the irregular 
depressions lying immediately within the wall may possibly 
be the result of quarrying to provide material for the 
defences. The three subcircular stone-built structures whose 
ruined foundations can be seen on the lower shelf at the sw 
end of the fort, to the s of the entrance, appear to be of 
comparatively recent date. 
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144 Fort, Dun Bheolain, Islay 
NR2I0689 May 1979 

The largest promontory fort on Islay occupies a massive 
rocky headland 500m NW of SmaulL Jutting into the sea 
towards the NW, the headland is separated from the rugged 
coastline by deep narrow inlets on the NE and SW, their heads 
being only 40 m apart; the approach from the SE is thus 
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B. Fort, Dun Bheolain, Islay (No. 144), 
and dun, Dun nan Nighean, Islay (No. 216); 
aerial view from w 

constricted, and from all other directions bare cliffs make 
access difficult, and in many places almost impossible. The 
headland is divided into three transverse rock masses, the 
highest (easternmost) standing to a height of 72 m OD; while 
their landward sides rise in a series of sloping sheets of rock 
and inclined grassy shelves, their seaward sides present, in 
each case, a sheer rock-face, the westernmost plunging some 
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Fort, Dun Bheolain, Islay (No. 144); plan and section (scale 1:2500); Dsee No.216 

63 m to the sea. Viewed from N or s the headland's stepped 
profile provides a prominent landmark on the w coast of 
Islay. 

The principal defence was formed by two stone walls 
drawn across the SE face of the headland between the edges of 
the cliffs on the NE and sw. The inner wall (A) is in two 
sections, of which the upper springs from the cliff s of the 
summit (and about 12 m below it) and follows the line of a 
slight break in the slope for a distance of about 60 m, curving 
gently downwards to end on the edge of a sheer transverse 
rock-face just N ofa narrow cleft in it (a) . From the foot of the 
cleft, the lower section of wall A continues northward for 
19 m before turning NE to run along the crest of a broad rock
spine which ends abruptly on the brink of the inlet flanking 
the NE side of the headland. Now severely robbed, wall A was, 
however, a substantial structure, a feature of it being the skill 

with which its builders incorporated rock-outcrops in its 
fabric; the spread of surviving core material suggests an 
original thickness of at least 3 m, and a few short stretches of 
outer facing-stones remain in position, standing at best to a 
height of O' 5 m in five thin courses. There is an entrance 
through both upper and lower sections, neither of them well 
preserved. 

Between 25 m and 30 m below the general level of the 
upper section of wall A, the profile of the landward face of 
the headland is broken by a broad grassy terrace measuring 
about 45 m by 25 m and falling some 6·5 m towards the NE. 

This terrace shows evidence of former rig-and-furrow 
cultivation and still offers good grazing, and its forward 
edge, which overlooks a broken rock-slope up to 11 m high, 
provided a convenient seating for the major portion of the 
outer defensive wall (B) . Only a few outer facing-stones 

87 



No. 145 FORTS 

remain; some of these, however, are massive, the largest 
measuring 2·0 m in length and O· 3 m in height, and itself the 
uppermost of three courses forming a section of outer face 
0·6 m high. More core material survives than in wall A and 
suggests that wall B was not less than 4 m thick at the base. 
On the NE it turns through almost a right angle before ending 
on the edge of a rock-face falling to a ledge below. A spread 
of rubble (b), which extends across the ledge to the brink of 
the cliff, represents the remains of a short wall designed to 
seal off this line of approach. The entrance throughwall B lay 
near its sw end, most probably at the top of a natural inclined 
grassy track which leads obliquely upwards across the rocky 
slope. Along the outer edge of the track are the remains of a 
substantial wall with a few outer facing-stones still in place, 
and there may have been some kind of outer gateway at the 
foot of the track. The principal entrance, however, has been 
destroyed by the construction of three subrectangular 
platforms oflater date. 

Wall B would have effectively blocked approach from the 
landward side; and at the only point, on the sw, where access 
would have been feasible from the sea, several massive blocks 
were brought together to form a crude but serviceable barrier 
(C on the plan), measuring up to I· 3 m in height in three very 
irregular courses and extending over a distance of 10 m. 

Below the summit, and within the area isolated by wall A, 
seven small platforms are visible. Dug into the slope, they 
form a compact group, the lowest of them lying 9· 5 m, and 
the highest about 3 m, below the level of the summit. They 
appear to be rectangular rather than circular, and their 
rearward scarps vary between O· 3 m and I m in height. Their 
function is unknown, but their exposed position makes it 
unlikely that they were stances for houses, and it seems 

A. Fort, Dun Bhoraig, Islay (No. 145); plan 
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probable that they were associated with the three platforms 
already mentioned that occupy the position of the entrance 
through wall B. There is little doubt that these latter 
platforms were contemporary with the remains of a turf wall 
which overlies wall B both on the outer edge of the approach 
track and throughout its course along the forward edge of 
the terrace. The turf wall can be followed along the whole 
length of the NE side of the headland and round to its most 
westerly point. One further isolated stretch is visible at a low 
level on the swat the foot of the send of the summit. This turf 
wall, the platforms and the rig-and-furrow cultivation may 
all be associated. 

145 Fort, Dim Bhoraraig, Islay 
NRI76574 July 1975 

This fort occupies the summit of a rocky promontory on the E 
side of Rub ha na Faoileige, 1·5 km NW of Lossit. On the s side 
of the promontory there is a sheer drop to the sea some 75m 
below, but on the w the ground falls away in a series of rocky 
terraces. On the Nand E sides, however, the summit area 
(48 m by 44 m internally) was defended by a substantial stone 
wall with an entrance on the N. The wall is best preserved on 
the E, where it is about 2 m thick with the outer face 0·9 m 
high in three courses. At the SE corner the wall is built along a 
rock spine which is set a little way back from the edge of the 
cliff, and there may have been another entrance at this point. 
A short line of earthfast boulders is all that remains of any 
further defensive work on the s flank. 
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B. Fort, Dun Cheapasaidh Mor, Islay (No. 146); plan 

146 Fort, Dun Cheapasaidh Mor, Islay 
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NR386665 June 1976 
Some slight traces of a fort can be seen on Dun Cheapasaidh 
Mor, a low knoll which forms the end of a ridge extending sw 
from Robolls Hill, 550 m NE of Kepolls. From the site the 
ground falls steeply in all directions except to the NE, where 
the immediate approach is comparatively easy along the 
crest of the ridge. The wall of the fort has been almost entirely 
destroyed by robbing; no facing-stones survive, and the core 
of the wall is represented only by a ragged band of rubble 
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which follows the margin of the summit area; its course along 
the NE side cannot now be determined. 

147 Fort, Dun Cholla, Colonsay 
NR377915 June 1976 

This fort occupies the s end of a rocky promontory about 
800 m WNW of Balerominmore farmhouse. The sand w sides 
are protected by sheer cliffs, but from the NE the approach is 
up a gentle grass-covered slope. 

The fort is defended by a single wall which encloses an area 
measuring 54 m by a maximum of 25 m. On the NE, where 
there is least natural protection, the wall is up to 6 m thick, 
and the outer facing-stones, which are unusually large and 
well coursed, stand to a height of 1·25 m in four courses; 
elsewhere the wall is about 2·5 m thick . Immediately SE of the 
entrance there is a short stretch of medial walling, probably 
designed to reinforce the greater wall-thickness in this sector, 
and on the NW the lowest course of the outer face is founded 
on a revetted platform in order to give it greater stability. The 
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A. Fort, Dun Cholla, Colonsay (No, (47); plan 

entrance, which lies on the NE, was modified in antiquity . 
Originally it measured 1·8 m in width at its outer end and was 
checked on the s at a point 1·8 m from the outside. Later the 
passage was reduced to a width of 1·4 m by adding an extra 
skin of stone to the s side, and a new check was built 2·9 m 
from the outer end; at the same time the lowest course of the 
outer face was continued across the entrance, partially 
blocking the passage. In the interior there are the footings of 
two enclosures and a stretch of ruined wall, all of which are of 
comparatively recent date. 

148 Fort, Dun Domhnuill, Oronsay 
NR354890 June 1976 

This fort is situated 450 m ENE of Oronsay House on the top 
of a rocky ridge which forms part of the E flank of Beinn 
Oronsay. On the Nand E it is separated from the rest of the 
hill by steep-sided gullies and on the s it is protected by 
precipitous crags up to 30 m high. 

The fort measures 69 m from E to w by 24 m transversely 
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B. Fort, Dun Domhnuill, Oronsay (No. (48); plan 

over a wall up to 3· 5 m in thickness. No trace of the wall 
survives on the sw, and elsewhere it has been reduced to a low 
mound with a few stretches of the outer face still in position. 
M uch of the w half of the interior is composed of bare rock, 
but the E half of the interior is level and grass covered. On the 
NNE there are the foundations of two oval huts which have 
been built over the collapsed fort wall (see also Nos. 149 and 
153, and the Introduction, p.23), and to the w of them a 
basin (b) measuring 0·6m by 0·5m and 0·3m in depth has 
been carved in a rock outcrop. A modern cairn (a) stands at 
the wend of the interior. The entrance, which presumably lay 
on the E, was protected by an outwork enclosing a terrace 
some 3·5 m below the fort wall. From the terrace a stone
revetted trackway leads down to the gully N of the fort. On a 
lower terrace, E of the outwork, there are traces of a recent 
enclosure comprising a turf wall on the N and several 
boulders on the E. A number of potsherds and a bone bobbin 
from the fort are preserved in the Hunterian Museum, 
University of Glasgow. 

149 Fort, Dun Eibhinn, Colonsay 
NR382943 May 1977 

This fort occupies a detached rocky knoll, some 15 m high, 
situated in the central massif of Colonsay in a position which 
commands extensive views over the southern part of the 
island. 

The defences comprise two walls, of which the inner 
follows the perimeter of the summit to enclose an area 
measuring some 20 m by 18 m; on all sides except the NW it is 
accompanied by an outer wall, built, some 6· 5 m below it, 
along the edge of a natural terrace. The outer face of the 
summit wall is still visible for much of its circuit, standing to a 
height of 0·8 m in six courses on the NW flank; the lowest 
courses of facing-stones .are set as much as 3·3 m below the 
level of the interior, giving an indication of the impressive 
height of the original wall-face. Although no inner facing
stone remain in situ, the spread of debris suggests that the 
wall was at least 4 m thick. The entrance, on the NE, has been 
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No. 150 FORTS 
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Fort, Dun Eibhinn, Colonsay (No. (49) 

A.plan 

B 

1'l'1 f===;= le le 60 70 8,0 B. view from NW 
C view from s fr . '~ o 150 A 

robbed of almost all its stonework and now survives as a 
hollow-way into the interior. A depression in the wall-debris 
on the E side appears to be a modern pathway. 

The outer wall has been more severely robbed, although 
intermittent traces of outer facing-stones are still visible, and 
the core material appears as a band of rubble about 2 m 
thick. It was entered through a gully at the NE angle. 

The area enclosed by the inner wall is occupied by the 
remains of a number of drystone buildings including, in the 
sw sector, an oblong structure measuring 5·6 m by 3·2 m 
transversely within walls 1·2 m in average thickness. There 
are vestiges of smaller structures of subrectangular plan in 
the E and NE sectors, while the buildings in the w half are of 
indeterminate plan. Distributed around the base of the knoll 
there are the foundations of two oblong buildings within the 
vicinity of the main NE approach, and a group of at least three 
small circular or subcircular huts built among the out
cropping rocks in the w sector (see pp. 23, 36). 

The buildings on the summit may be vestiges of medieval 
occupation of the site, attested by the inscription on an early 
16th-century graveslab at Iona which names Ma1colm 
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MacDuffie, 'Lord of Dunevin in Colonsay' .1 Those in the 
lower group are probably upland settlements dating from the 
18th or 19th centuries. 

150 Fort, Dun Gallain, Colonsay 
NR348931 June 1976 

This fort occupies a commanding position at the wend of a 
rocky promontory 1·8 km w of Machrins. The summit is 91A 

defended by an oval wall, enclosing an area about 30 m by 
20 m with an outer wall on the E and s sides. The main wall is 
best preserved on the E and s sides, where it is about 3 m thick 
and 0·7 m high in five courses; at one point on the NE a stretch 
of medial face is visible a short distance s of the entrance, 
which faces NE. Two of the facing-stones of the NW side-wall 
of the passage appear to be still in position. There is a modern 
marker cairn (a) on the highest point of the interior. 

The outer wall runs along the crest of a rocky ridge on the E 
side and along the lower flanks of the summit on the SE, 
where long stretches of the outer face are visible; its course on 
the s, however, is largely masked by rubble, and on the wand 
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A. Fort, Dim GaJlain, Colonsay (No. 150); plan 

N the sheer cliffs made any secondary defence unnecessary. 
There is a gap in the wall-debris on the NE in line with the 
entrance through the main wall, but a single large outer 
facing-stone shows that the outwork continued to the c1iff
edge. 

151 Fort, Dun Guaire, Islay 
NR389648 June 1979 

This fort stands on a prominent isolated ridge 490 m ssw of 
Kilmeny farmhouse; like others in the vicinity, the ridge is 
aligned NE- SW, with rock faces forming much of the SE side 
and sw end, and rises about 19 m above the adjacent rough 
pasture. 

The defences comprise a wall (A on the plan), built round 
the perimeter of the summit, and three ramparts (B-D) 
ranged in tiers down the NW side and the two ends. Wall A 
encloses an area measuring 34 m by 17 m; it has been heavily 
robbed and, except for a few outer facing-stones, little can be 
seen. Along the SE side, however, there is a thin spread of 
stony debris, and at one point where the core material is 
exposed, it consists of rubble and soil and indicates that the 
wall was originally a substantial structure. The entrance is on 
the ENE, and the interior has been under cultivation at some 
time and contains the remains of a small oblong turf-and-

C. Fort, Dun Guaire, Islay (No. 151), from NW 
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B. Fort, Dun Guaire, Islay (No. 151); plan and sections 
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stone enclosure probably associated with recent field
boundaries which overlie the fort in several places. 

The three ramparts and their two quarry-ditches are best 
preserved where they cut across the sw end of the ridge. Set 
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No. 152 FORTS 

some 3 m below the level of the summit, rampart B has been 
reduced to a terrace 5 m wide, with its forward edge formed 
by a scarp falling 3· 3 m to the inner ditch, which is 1·7 m deep. 
A narrow berm separates the inner ditch from rampart C, 
which stands 1·1 m high internally and 3·2 m above the 
bottom of the outer ditch. Rampart D appears never to have 
been as large as the other two, and there is no sign of a ditch 
outside it; it rises 2·1 m above the outer ditch but only O' 5 m 
externally. Along the NW side and round the NE end, the 
ramparts have been reduced or levelled, and the ditches 
largely filled, by ploughing. The entrances through ramparts 
Band C are situated on the Nand NNE respectively. The 
steepness of the SE flank of the ridge rendered unnecessary 
any defence other than that provided by wall A. 

152 Fort (possible), Dun Mara, Colonsay (Site) 
NRC.378903 September 1980 

The 'fort' recorded in the nineteenth century by the name 
Dun Mara 1 cannot be located, but it was probably situated 
on Beinn Eibhne. By 1881 erosion of the rock on which it 
stood had reduced the remains to an arc of wall, about '10 
feet (3'05 m) thick' which included a well-preserved entrance
passage; subsequent erosion has removed all traces. 

153 Fort, Dun Meadhonach, Colonsay 
NR414999 June 1976 

Occupying the summit of an isolated rocky ridge which rises 

B. Fort, Dun Mor Ghil, Islay (No. 154); plan 

A. Fort, Dun Meadhonach, Colonsay (No. 153); plan 

some 30 m above the surrounding ground about 530 m N of 
Balnahard farmhouse there are the wasted remains of a fort 
and its annexe. 

The fort measures 55 m by a maximum of 24 m over a wall 
now reduced to a stony mound with several stretches of the 
outer face visible on the NW and E. There is no sign of an 
entrance, but it presumably lay on the w, where there is the 
only easy access to the fort. Much of the interior is rocky and 
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unsuitable for habitation, and the only visible features are 
the foundations of three huts built over the remains of the 
fort wall on the NW (see also Nos. 148 and 149, and the 
Introduction, p. 23). 

The annexe is situated on a terrace below the main summit 
and is enclosed by a much ruined wall with a few short 
stretches of the outer face visible on the Nand E. A gap at the 
NNE angle of the fort wall may mark the entrance to the 
annexe. 

154 Fort, Dun Mor GhH, Islay 
NR 273447 June 1980 

This fort is situated in a very strong natural position on a 
rocky headland on the w coast of the Oa about 1·3 km NW of 
Giol. On the NW, NE and sw there are steep cliffs rising about 

92B 50 m from the sea, while the landward side is formed by cliffs 
and rock outcrops over 25 m high broken only by precipitous 
gullies. Thus little artificial defence was needed, and this was 
limited to a single stone wall some 18 m long and now 
reduced to a band of rubble up to 0·4 m high. This runs from 
one side of the entrance-passage, on the SE, across a series of 
rock outcrops to a cliff edge in order to cut off the only 
practicable access from below. Only two outer facing-stones 
and those forming the butt end of the wall remain in position, 
giving a width of 3 m for the wall at its terminus. No inner 
facing-stones are visible because the line of the inner face is 
overlain for most of its length by a later turf wall. The fort 
was entered through a deep fissure in a rock scarp, not visible 
from the landward side, which restricts access to a narrow 
natural gap, at one point only O' 5 m wide, which was 
improved by stones placed so as to form rough steps. There is 
no trace of any entrance structure, but a gate could have been 
placed at the upper end of the cut. A small level terrace lies 
just inside the inner end of the entrance-passage, and crude 
rock-cut steps lead up to a similar terrace at a slightly higher 
level. The uneven rocky summit, which measures 130 m by 
45 m is broken by grassy gullies. 

The later turf wall, which partly overlies the stone wall of 
the fort and is up to 0'4m high and 0·75 m thick, surrounds a 
small terrace and runs unbroken across the inner end of the 
entrance passage to the fort. Like the similar wall that 
borders a lower grassy terrace on the NE, it was probably 
designed to restrain stock rather than for defence. Some 
traces of mid den material were noted, at the time of visit, 
near the foot of the cliffs on the landward side. 

155 Fort, Dun na Faing, Lossit Point, Islay 
NRI71565 July 1975 

A substantial drystone wall cuts off the promontory of Loss it 
Point (inset, a) and secures an area measuring about 180 m by 
140 m. The wall, which runs from NE to sw, is on the crest of a 
ridge and survives as a band of stones about 3· 5 m in 
thickness with several long stretches of outer facing-stones 
surviving to a height of 1·7 m. The entrance is at the centre of 
the wall, but only the stones of the s side of the passage 
survive. The wall has been severely robbed to provide 
material for adjacent field-boundaries and buildings of 
comparatively recent date, and there is no trace of any 
continuation at its N end, where the grassy slope on this flank 
would not in itself have provided adequate defence. The 
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A. Fort, Dun na Faing, Lossit Point, Islay (No, 155); plan 
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interior is featureless and the grassy patches between the 
rocky outcrops have been heavily cultivated. 

156 Fort, Dim nan Gall, Islay 
NR468558 June 1976 

The most northerly of the two vitrified promontory forts and 
one vitrified dun situated on this 3 km stretch of the SE coast 
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B. Fort, Dun nan Gall, Islay (No. 156); plan 
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No. 157 FORTS 

ofIslay (see Nos. 168 and 204) occupies a narrow headland 
1· 3 km N of Ardtalla. The flanks and seaward (NE) end of the 
promontory rise either as sheer or as steeply sloping rock 
faces to a maximum height of 14m, and three walls drawn 
across its neck cut off an area measuring about 35 m by up to 
17 m; on the landward (sw) side the ground rises steeply. 

The innermost wall (A), which was probably at least 3 m 
thick, is so tumbled that no facing-stones can be seen; but the 
solid rubble core material is still up to 1·6 m high and 
incorporates a few patches of vitrifaction, of which the 
largest is shown on the plan, while elsewhere the reddened 
and cracked appearance of many of the stones indicates that 
the wall was at some time subjected to intense heat. The 
position of the entrance is probably represented by the 
roughly central gap, where the wall debris is markedly 
reduced. The middle wall (B), which appears to be 
unfinished, consists of an isolated length of core material, 
about 2 m thick and up to 1 m high, with the lowest course of 
both inner and outer facing-stones still in position. The outer 
wall (C), like the innermost wall, was a substantial structure, 
still measuring as much as 2·5 m in thickness and 1·2 m in 
height, with an entrance placed towards its NW end. 

To cover approach over a limited section of the SE side of 
the promontory, advantage was taken of a small natural shelf 
to build a wall over a distance of 10 m. Although a slight 
structure compared to the three principal walls already 
described, it would have supplemented them and rendered 
the headland virtually inaccessible from the landward side. 

157 Fort, Dun Nosebridge, Islay 
NR371601 May 1979 

This fort is situated I km ESE of Neriby farmhouse on an 
95A isolated ridge about 15 m high; aligned NE- SW the ridge has a 

steep rocky SE flank, but there is relatively easy access from 
other directions. To the N and NW the site faces rising ground, 
but to the s and SE it offers a wide view over the upper reaches 
of the River Laggan. 

The defences consist of a wall (A), which encloses the 
summit, and two outer ramparts extending along the NW side 
and round each end of the ridge, but not continuing along the 
SE side; a terrace behind each rampart gives the site its 
distinctive tiered profile. Wall A encloses an area measuring 
25 m by 15 m. No facing-stones are visible, but a considerable 
amount of the rubble core material survives, rising 1·6 m 
above the interior at the sw end but not more than 0·3 m at 
the NE corner, near the entrance, which is in the centre of the 
NE end. The interior contains traces of rig-cultivation (see 
below). 

Rampart B is set about 3 m below the general level of wall 
A. Like rampart C, it is composed of a mixture of earth and 
stones, and must originally have been held in position by an 
external revetment. At the sw end, where it is 2 m high 
internally, it swings away from wall A, leaving an interval of 
up to 20 m between them. Within this space a curving spine of 
natural rock, representing what was left after quarrying from 
each side to produce material for the defences, provides a 
subsidiary barrier. The ditch immediately behind rampart B 

Fort, Dun Nosebridge, [slay (No. 157); plan and section 
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A. Fort, Dun Nosebridge, Islay (No. 157), from NE 

is broad and flat-bottomed, its present condition being 
largely the result of comparatively recent cultivation, a 
feature noted also at Dun Guaire (No. 151). The ditch 
outside rampart B has been destroyed for the most part, but 
can be seen crossing the ridge at the sw end, where its scarp is 
5 m high. The entrance is on the NE. 

Rampart C, for much of the NW side, has been reduced to a 
narrow terrace whose forward edge falls 6· 5 m to the track 
that skirts the foot of the ridge. It is about 4m below the level 
of rampart B and is best preserved at the sw end, where it has 
a maximum internal height of 0·8 m; here it is separated by a 
berm from the middle ditch, which is about 1 m deep at this 
point, and it rises up to 4·8 m above the outer ditch, which is 
1 m deep and accompanied by a slight counterscarp bank (D) 
1 m high. At the NE end there is a wider interval than 
elsewhere between the ramparts, and rampart C has been 
almost levelled to the NW of the entrance and totally removed 
to the SE of it; the scarp of the outer ditch is 2·7 m high and the 
counterscarp up to 1·1 m. 

On the sE-facing slope of the ridge which extends to the NE 
of the fort there are the turf-covered foundations of several 
buildings of late 18th- or 19th-century date. l * They are of 
drystone construction and are associated with turf-dyked 
enclosures, traces of rig-cultivation, and occasional shallow 
pits and scoops of uncertain purpose. The buildings are 
mainly of two or three units and have in some cases been 
partly erected on terraced platforms to offset the slope. 
Further evidence of turf- and drystone-walled field-systems, 
together with at least two buildings that are identifiable as 
kilns, can also be found around the base of the rocky cliff SE 
of the fort. Traces of fairly extensive rig-cultivation are also 
visible on the sloping ground immediately to the sw of the 
main ditch-system. 

FORTS No. 158 

158 Fort, Dun Tealtaig, Colonsay 
NR389983 April 1979 

This fort is situated 130 m NE of Duntealtaig Cottage on a 
rocky promontory overlooking the w extremity of Kiloran 
Bay. The site is protected by sheer cliffs or steep rocky slopes 
on all sides except the sw, where access is easy. 

The fort was defended by a single wall, which may 
originally have enclosed the whole of the promontory but 

B. Fort, Dun Tealtaig, Colonsay (No. 158); plan 
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which now survives only on the E and s, appearing as a low 
bank of rubble core material containing an unusually high 
proportion of earth, which was evidently an original element 
of its structure. A quarry has destroyed a section of the wall 
on the s. The position of the entrance is not clear, but it 
probably lay on the sw. 

The interior falls steeply from a gently sloping terrace on 
the Nand w, which provides the only reasonably level 
ground; and this area is now occupied by a number of small 
enclosures. Two of these (A and B on the plan) are U-shaped, 
share a common side and are formed by a low earth-and
stone bank; C is an oval scoop levelled into the terrace; and D 
is a rectangular area similarly levelled into the terrace and 
surrounded on the N, E and s by a low stony bank. Between B 
and C there is a level platform. The date and function ofthese 
enclosures are unknown, but A may be the foundations of a 
rectangular house, and B, C and D garden plots. Below the 
enclosures, and just behind the quarry, three shallow terraces 
may also have been cultivated. 

159 Fort, Dim Uragaig, Colonsay 
NR381982 June 1976 

This fort occupies an almost detached rocky promontory 
with sheer cliffs falling some 30 m to the sea; only on the SE is 
there access across a narrow neck of land, part of which has 
collapsed to reveal a cave below. A wall some 2 m in 
thickness was drawn across the neck along the crest of a rock 
spine, and several stretches of outer facing-stones survive, 
the best-preserved section standing to a height of 0·55 m in 
three courses. The entrance is centrally placed. Set 
immediately behind the wall on each side of the entrance 
there is a series of hut-foundations, having internal areas 
about 4 m in diameter within walls 1·6 m thick. There are 
indefinite traces of several other foundations within the 
interior, as well as a small platform (a on the plan), partly 
scooped into the slope on the N side and measuring some 4 m 
in diameter. 

160 Fort, Fang a' Chaisteil, Islay 
NR430466 April 1979 

This fort stands on a low rocky NE-SW ridge on the E side of 
Loch an t-Sailein, about 1·1 km sw of Kildalton House and 
230 m sw of the enclosure No. 449. The ridge has little natural 
strength, access being easy from all sides except the SE, which 
is a steep rock face up to 4· 5 m high . The sea approaches the 
ridge on the SE and sw only at high tide. 

The fort wall, which encloses an area measuring at least 
29 m by 13 m, survives mainly as an irregular band of rubble 
core material, but a stretch of outer facing-stones standing to 
a height of 0·4 m in three thin courses survives on the NW, and 
another stretch can be seen crossing a gully on the sw. On the 
SE only a slight and intermittent scatter can be traced, but on 
the NE the wall debris is much thicker, suggesting that the wall 
was more substantial on this side, where there is no natural 
defence. The position of the entrance is not clear, but it was 
probably situated on the NW near the head of a narrow gully. 
Within the interior there are the slight remains of a building 
of unknown date. Outside and below the main fort wall on 
the NE two additional lines of walling were constructed 
between rock outcrops to enclose two relatively flat terraces 

FORTS No . 161 

A. Fort, Fang a' Chaisteil, Islay (No. 160); plan 

on different levels. The lower wall now consists of a band of 
rubble with a stretch of outer facing-stones surviving, and 
others displaced nearby. The upper wall is in a similar 
condition, but the outer face is composed of very large rough 
boulders. 

B. Fort, Gortantaoid , Islay (No. 161); plan 

161 Fort, Gortantaoid, Islay 
NR336746 April 1979 

This fort is situated overlooking the shore 1·3 km NNW of 
Gortantaoid farmhouse and about 540 m NE of Gortantaoid 
Point. Measuring approximately 65 m by 25 m, it occupies 
the summit of an irregularly shaped promontory whose nose 
and flanks present steep, vertical or even overhanging rock
faces IS m in average height. The fort may be approached 
from the ssw across the neck of the promontory by way of a 
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narrow path - in places little more than a ledge - which skirts 
the NW side of a prominent rocky boss. 

The artificial defences consist of a single drystone wall 
drawn across the promontory immediately N of its narrowest 
point. The best-preserved portion of the wall is on the NW, 

where it survives as a grass-grown stony bank, O· 7 m high and 
2·2 m in average thickness, in which several stretches of the 
outer face are still visible; on the SE, however, the wall has 
been reduced to no more than a low spread of core material. 
The position of the original entrance is presumably indicated 
by the break in the wall opposite the modern path leading 
across the promontory neck. 

The interior is largely grass-grown but contains several 
rocky outcrops; the w half slopes steeply down to the margin 
ofthe cliffs on that side, but the E is more gently undulating. 

A. Fort, Loch nan Clach, Islay (No. 162); plan 

162 Fort, Loch nan Clach, Islay 
NR431510 ~ay1977 

This fort stands on a narrow elongated ridge 500 m NE of 
Loch nan Clach and 200 m N of the fort No. 143. With its 
longer axis running NE and sw, the ridge rises 18·5 m above 
the surrounding ground to a height of 120 m OD, with steep 
rocky sides but relatively easy access from each end. A broad 
gully separates the sw end from a smaller rocky knoll, which 
has no walling on it. 

The fort wall, which originally enclosed an area measuring 
about 76 m in length by 16 m in greatest breadth, is best 
preserved on the w, where it leaves the summit to include a 
lower rock terrace. In this arc there are several massive outer 
facing-stones, and as the wall approaches the entrance, at the 
sw end, the outer face is up to 1·6 m high, and built in many 
rough courses based here and there on a foundation of 
substantial boulders. Elesewhere, along the NW side and 
round the NE end, the wall has been reduced to a light band of 
rubble core material accompanied by intermittent stretches 
of the outer face, while along the SE side little more survives 
than a few isolated outer facing-stones . 

The entrance is so placed as to make use of a large boss of 
natural rock, which was incorporated into the masonry 
forming the NW side-wall of the passage. The outer corner on 
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this side has gone but the inner part is still exposed to a height 
of 1· 5 m. The block of walling on the SE side of the entrance 
has largely collapsed, but the two lowest courses of the SE 
side-wall survive almost complete and show that the passage 
has an average width of I· 3 m and is not checked for a door. 
Lying among the debris in the passage there are four long 
slabs (the largest 2·1 m in length and 0·3 m in both breadth 
and thickness), which appear to be dislodged lintels. 
Immediately w of the inner end of the passage the only 
remaining stretch of the inner face of the fort wall can be seen 
riding over the large rock mass and showing that at this point 
the wall is 2·8 m thick. 

Longitudinal combs of outcrop run the length of the 
interior, which is otherwise featureless except for the stone 
foundations of a subcircular enclosure of no great age built 
on to the inner edge of the fort wall on the sw. 

163 Fort (possible), Meall Lamalum, Colonsay 
NR368969 ~ay 1981 

Two walls drawn across the promontory of ~eall Lamalum, 
situated on the rugged NW coast of Colonsay, 1·5 km NW of 
Colonsay School, may be the remains of a fortification of 
early date. The outer wall (B), on the landward side of the 
neck, is overlooked by a rock stack and appears now as a 
grass-covered band of rubble, up to 1·0 m high, with several 
inner facing-stones and two possible outer facing-stones 
visible. There is an entrance at the sw end, on the line of the 
present path. The main wall (A) extends in an arc to the edge 
of the cliff on each side, with entrances on the N and in the 
centre; the walI is some 2 m thick and stands at best 0·8 m 
high. There is a smalI hut (a on the plan), situated on the E 
side of the N entrance and measuring some 3· 5 m internally; 
three further huts (b) are represented by low annular banks 
0·8 m thick, 0·1 m high and up to 4 m in internal diameter. 

B. Fort, Portintruan, Islay (No. 164); plan 

164 Fort, Portintruan, Islay 
NR382451 ~ay1980 

This fort occupies the summit of a rocky promontory to the s 
of Portintruan; the cliffs at the seaward end provide 
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sufficient protection in themselves, but the other three sides 
were defended by a wall about I m thick, and at the landward 
end there is an additional outer work. The fort measures 
about 32 m by 14 m internally; although there is no gap in the 
wall, the entrance was presumably situated somewhere on 
the narrow neck at the NE end. Within the interior, which is 
on two distinct levels, there are the fragmentary foundations 
of two later buildings, an oval one situated in the lower (sw) 

FORTS No. 165 

portion, and a rectangular one in the upper (NE) part, which is 
about 4 m higher than the other. 

165 Fort, Rubha Bhollsa, Islay 
NR379783 April 1977 

This fort occupies the irregular summit of a rock stack 
situated on the rugged headland of Rubha Bhollsa, and 
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linked to the coastal cliffs on the s by a natural bridge less 
than 5 m wide. On all other sides of the stack there are 
vertical or overhanging precipices, 30 m in average height, 
which render the position virtually impregnable. The 
artificial defences consist of two short stretches of walling, 
one drawn across the northern end of the bridge, and the 
other set on the margin of the cliffs on the sw of the stack, at 
the head of a steep, narrow path which gives direct but 
precarious access from the seashore. The former survives as a 
stony bank 9 m long and 2·4 m thick in which several massive 
outer facing-stones can still be seen; the latter, probably less 
stoutly built in origin, has been reduced to a mere scatter of 
core material. At the entrance, which is situated near the E 
end of the better-preserved portion of walling, facing-stones 
of both passage-walls survive in situ, indicating that the 
average width was about 1·3 m. 

,c.?, 

~r" "''ji [rfif ' 

1 
1')1, I 19 29 
ft. : :: 5'0 

A . Fort, Sgairail, Islay (No. 166); plan 

166 Fort, Sgairail, Islay 
NR349753 April 1977 

This fort occupies the summit of an elongated rocky stack 
situated on the foreshore at Sgairail, about 850 m NE of the 
mouth of the Doodilmore River. The landward or E side of 
the stack presents a steep or vertical rock-face up to 10m 
high, but the seaward side, although still affording strong 
natural protection, is less steep and is broken at several 
points by natural ramps or gullies which offer easier access to 
the summit. The fort is irregular on plan and measures about 
36 m by 16 m internally, the main defence consisting of a wall 
with an earth-and-stone core drawn round the edge of the 
summit. Portions of the wall have been destroyed by the 
collapse of the rock face, and for most of the rest of its circuit 
no more than a low bank of stony debris survives. Several 
outer facing-stones, however, can still be seen in the s half, 
and at one point on the sw the outer face is preserved to a 
height of 0, 5 m in three courses, 

Additional defence was provided by two outworks which 
took the form of short lengths of walling drawn across the 
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lines of easier approach on the N; both have been severely 
denuded by stone-robbing, but in the better-preserved 
example, at the mouth of a relatively broad gully, two short 
stretches of outer facing-stones survive. The position of the 
entrance is uncertain, and the interior, which contains two 
crescentic scarps of natural origin, is largely heather-grown 
and covered by a dense accumulation of peat. 

1 

B. Fort, Sron Dubh, Islay (No. 167); plan 

167 Fort, Sron Dubh, Islay 
NR377451 June 1979 

The severely wasted remains of a small fort occupy the E side 
of a low headland about 1 km W of Laphroaig distillery. The 
headland, which runs NW- SE, is composed of large slanting 
outcrops of rock interspersed with narrow grassy gullies, The 
site is not naturally strong, as only low masses of rock edge 
the shore on the seaward side, and it may be approached 
from landward across a level grassy field. The wall was 
probably designed to run from shore to shore, cutting off an 
area measuring about 46 m from N to s by 35 m, but it can be 
traced for only part of its length. It incorporates a number of 
rock outcrops in its course, with sections of walling blocking 
the narrow gullies, and survives for the most part as a broad 
spread of rubble, with a few inner and outer facing-stones 
still in position, indicating an original thickness of about 3 m; 
at one point on the w side it stands to a height of 0·6 m in four 
courses. No trace of walling can be detected on the seaward 
side. The entrance was probably on the NW, where there is a 
gap in the wall debris, and outside its presumed position an 
arc of walling 1·2 m thick was constructed between rock 
outcrops to enclose an area measuring about 8 m by 20 m, A 
boat-landing lies close to the NE side of the fort. 
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Fort, Trudernish Point, Islay (No. 168); plan 

168 Fort, Trudernish Point, Islay 
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NR467526 June 1976 
Trudernish Point is the name given to the tip of the 
prominent headland that juts north-eastward between 
Claggain Bay to the Nand Aros Bay to the s. The NE end and 
the two sides of the headland rise for the most part as cliffs up 
to 15 m high, and the fort was constructed by drawing three 
stone walls across the neck of the promontory to cut off an 
area measuring about 30 m by 25 m; there is no evidence to 
suggest that the walls ever continued beyond their present 
limits. Together with Nos. 204 and 156, situated I· 5 km and 
3·2 km farther N respectively, it forms an unusual group of 
three fortified sites in the area, all situated on coastal 
promontories and all bearing traces ofvitrifaction. 

The inner wall (A) is the most massive; no facing-stones are 
visible, but the rubble core still stands to a height of 2 m 
internally and 3·2 m externally. It has been subjected to 
intense heat, for at three points, where the lower levels of the 
core material are laid bare, small masses of vitrified rock 
have been exposed. Much of the rest of the rubble has been 
shattered and reddened by fire, but close to the edges of the 
cliffs, on the NW and SE, it has fallen away altogether, and 
some of the debris can be seen scattered on the shore below. 
The entrance was probably near the centre, where the weight 
of stone is much reduced. 

The medial wall (B) is in a better state of preservation. 
About half of the length of the outer face, built of blocks up 
to 1·2 m long, O' 3 m thick and 0·6 m high, survives together 
with a short length of inner face. The rubble core of this wall 
is 2 m high internally and I m high externally; no vitrifaction 
can be seen, but near the SE end the core material has been 
reddened by fire. 

The fragmentary remains of the outer wall (C), which now 

BROCH No. 169 

comprise only two short stretches of the outer face and a little 
rubble, have been incorporated in a drystone wall of no great 
age. The fort wall, which is 1 m in height, shows no sign of 
burning. 

BROCH 

169 Broch, Dun Bhoraraig, Islay 
NR416657 May 1979 

The only broch on Islay is situated 500 m NE of Lossit Farm 
on the summit of Dun Bhoraraig (189m OD). The site 
commands extensive views in all directions, and from it a 
steep scarp falls away for 8·5 m to the sand w, while on the NW 

and NE there is a broad quarry-ditch. This ditch is 
presumably what was described by Pennant as 'a deep foss' ; 1 

its inner edge is formed by rock faces 3·5 m high and it has an 
external bank rising up to 2 m above the ditch bottom. 

Almost circular on plan, with an overall diameter of about 
23 m, the dry stone wall of the broch has an average thickness 
of 4·8 m and encloses a central court 13·7 m across. Much of 
the stonework has been robbed away and some rubble has 
fallen down the slope to th\! w. Of the inner and outer faces of 
the wall, which were constructed of large blocks up to 0·9 m 
by 0·4 m, only one course is now visible through the rubble, 
but Pennant found the walls standing to a height of about 
4· 3 m. The central court is now filled with rubble, and the 
scarcement, described by Pennant as 'a stone seat running all 
round the bottom of the wall, about two feet (0'6m) high' , 
only just appears through the debris as a shelf about 0·6 m 
wide. Nowhere does more than one course of the inner face 
survive above the scarcement. 

The entrance is on the ESE; at its outer end it is about 0·9 m 
wide but it narrows slightly to a width of O' 7 m immediately 
outside the door-check which was positioned 1·2 m down the 
entrance-passage. The check itself consisted of a transverse 
slab behind which the sw side of the passage is set back to give 
a total width of 1 m; this gradually increases to 1·2 m, only to 
narrow again to 0·7 m at the inner end. No bar-hole is visible. 
Although the entrance-passage is choked with rubble the 
walls are still exposed to a height of 1·1 m, but the lintels 
mentioned by Pennant are no longer in situ. The widening of 
the entrance-passage behind the door-check may have been 
partly to provide easier access to a guard-chamber set in the 
thickness of the wall on the sw side. Access to it is provided by 
a narrow passage (a) about O· 7 m wide; the lintels that form 
its roof are now only O· 7 m above the rubble on the floor. The 
walls of the chamber itself, which are corbelled, are visible for 
a height of 1·2 m and enclose a space measuring 1·8 m by 
1·5 m. At the extreme sw end of the guard-chamber a little of 
the wall-face has fallen away to reveal an ascending series of 
lintels or treads above a void within the thickness of the wall; 
this structure may have carried a gallery over the guard
chamber and across the main entrance-passage. Pennant's 
description mentions that there was 'a hollow, probably 
intended for guard-rooms' on each side of the entrance
passage but there is now no trace of any chamber on the NE 
side. If one existed, then access to it must have been from the 
central court, unless Pennant was referring to structures then 
visible at a higher level. 
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work, under which is the vestige of a subterraneous passage 
conducting into it, a sort of sally port' . This structure has 
been very heavily robbed and is now represented only by a 
slight grass-grown band of rubble which runs around the s 
and E margins ofthe platform on which the broch stands. On 
the Nand w an outer defence would have been superfluous 
and no sign of any junctions within the outer face of the 
broch wall can be seen. A slight hollow in the debris, at a 
point aligned on the entrance-passage of the broch, probably 
marks the position of the entrance through this outer wall. 

Just to the NE of the entrance-passage the incomplete 
remains of a small rectangular stone monument or folly with 
solid round projecting angle-bastions overlie the ruins of the 
broch; it is in turn surmounted by a modern marker-cairn. 

DUNS 

170 Dun, An Dun, Ardmore, Islay 
NR470502 ~ay1977 

The remains of a dun are situated on a prominent rock stack, 
which rises from the shore 500 m SE of Ardmore. Access to 
the top of the stack is possible only from the NE, where five 
boulders were laid in position to form rough steps (a) leading 
up a natural crevice and on to a sloping sheet of rock, which 
in turn provides the final approach to the summit. 

c. Dun, An Dun, Ardmore, Islay (No. 170); plan 

The dun wall, which encloses the summit of the stack, is 
represented by a thin band of rubble with a few outer facing
stones visible round the w half. The interior is so heavily 
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across a natural causeway at the head of a cleft in the rock 
running in from the SE. A, B. Broch, DUn Bhoraraig, Islay (No. 169); plans 

Part of another chamber (b), with walling standing to a 
maximum height of 1 m, can be seen on the w; measuring 
about 1·2 m in width and at least 1·4 m in length, it appears to 
have been approached by a passage running in from the line 
of the inner face of the broch wall. Vestiges of other 
intramural structures (c, d) are shown on the plan; their exact 
function and their relationship to one another are uncertain, 
although Pennant states that the walls had 'within their very 
thickness ... a gallery, extending all round'. 

The line of easiest approach to the broch, from the SSE, 
seems to have been defended by an outwork which Pennant 
described as follows: 'On the outside of the fort is another 
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Additional protection to cover the approach to the 
entrance was provided by an outer wall. The best-preserved 
section of this outwork is on the N, where a length of walling 
linking two natural rock outcrops survives with its outer face 
still standing to a height of 1·2 m in nine courses; elsewhere, 
to the NE, it has been reduced to two slight mounds of debris, 
one on each side of the flight of boulder-steps already 
mentioned. 

On the ESE, some 5 m below the level of the interior and 2 m 
below the base of the dun wall, another isolated stretch of 
walling was drawn across a gap between two rock-faces to 
block a possible line of approach from the sea; at its N end, 
five courses of the outer face still stand I m high. 



171 Dun, An Dun, KildaIton House, Islay (Site) 
NR438477 June 1976 

The 2nd edition of the OS 6-inch map (sheet ccxxxii, 1900) 
records the presence of a dun on the oval summit of a rocky 
promontory situated at the mouth of Loch a' Chnuic, 270 m 
NE of Kilda It on House. 

The site, which is only 8 m above the sea, is now occupied 
by an ornamental look-out, and nothing can be seen of the 
earlier structure which can have measured no more than 
about II m from NW to SE by 8 m transversely. 
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A. Dun, An Dun, Mullach Ban, Islay (No. 172); plan 

172 Dun, An Dun, Mullach Ban, Islay 
NR467513 June 1976 

This dun and its outworks stand 700 m N of Ardmore on the 
summit of Reidh an Duin, one of several rocky ridges, 
aligned NE-SW, which overlook the s side of Aros Bay. The 
flanks of the ridge rise, at first vertically and then steeply, to a 
height of21 m above the surrounding ground, but from each 
end the immediate approach is relatively easy. 

The dun measures 22·5m by 19'Om within a wall which 
reached a maximum thickness of about 4· 5 m at the entrance, 
on the s. The outer face is exposed, at best, to a height of 
0·8 m in five irregular courses, but only one inner facing
stone is visible. Much of the interior is occupied by a large 
pile of stones surmounted by an OS triangulation station, 
and by several small circular enclosures and isolated lengths 
of walling of no great age, which are probably associated 
with field-boundaries elsewhere on the ridge. 

An outwork, consisting of a stout stone wall with an 
entrance situated in the centre, crosses the ridge to the NE, 
providing a protective screen from the quarter where access 
is easiest. Long stretches of both inner and outer facing
stones, including some massive blocks (up to I · 5 m long, 
0-4 m high and O· 5 m broad), are still in position, the outer 
face surviving to a height of 0·9 m in two courses. From near 
the SE end of this cross-wall the remains of another wall 

DUNS No. 173 

extend to the sw along the outer edge of a slight natural 
terrace which appears to have been widened to provide a firm 
foundation. The forward scarp of this terrace is up to 1·5 m 
high, and while no facing-stones can be seen, the terrace has a 
considerable amount of rubble embedded in it. After running 
sw for some 40m, the wall turns to the NW, and, after a gap of 
about 20 m where no traces remain visible, reappears as it 
approaches the natural rock face on the w. 

173 Dun, An Dun, Octofad, Islay 
NR221541 July 1975 

The rocky boss that forms the summit of an elongated 
coastal promontory some 400 m SSE of Octofad farmhouse is 
occupied by the denuded remains ofa dun and its outworks. 
Approached across a narrow natural causeway on the NNW, 
the promontory summit rises to a height of only 4· 5 m above 
the level of adjacent ground on the NW and is overlooked by 
higher ground on the same side. To the SE, however, the 
promontory falls steeply over rocky ridges to the sea, and J04A 

elsewhere sheer cliffs 12 m high afford strong natural 
protection. 

The dun is an irregular oval on plan, measuring about 18 m 
by 16 m over the ruins of a drystone wall, from which much 
of the core material has collapsed down the steep seaward 
slopes. However, a comparatively long stretch of the outer 
face has survived on the NW, and smaller isolated stretches 
and a single stone are visible elsewhere; all are set at the 
bottom of the grass-covered stony scarp that indicates the 
course of the wall, some as much as 3 m below the level ofthe 
summit. The inner line of the wall has been obscured by 
selective stone-robbing, possibly to build an enclosure of 
more recent date in the SE half of the interior. The enclosure, 
which appears as an oval depression, edged at various points 
with earthfast stones, was entered from the NE, a feature 
which suggests that on this side, too, lay the entrance of the 
dun. 

B. Dun, An Dun, Octofad, Islay (No. 173); plan 

The outworks take the form of stone walls of relatively 
slight construction, now reduced to low bands or scarps of 
grass-grown stony debris in which several stretches of outer 
facing-stones can still be seen. One outwork springs from the 
dun wall on the sw and follows the irregular margin of the 
cliff before returning to enclose an area of habitable ground 

103 



No. 174 DUNS 

immediately outside the dun. The extremely wasted remains 
of a second wall can be seen on the outer edge of a lower shelf 
to the s of the first, and a third wall was constructed on the 
margin of the cliffs to the N of the dun, the gap between its E 
end and the summit boss probably representing an original 
entrance. Abutting the inner edge of the outwork 
immediately NNE of the dun, there are the ruined foundations 
of a comparatively recent D-shaped enclosure. 

174 Dun, An Dun, Rockside, Islay 
NR221635 June 1975 

A grass-covered rocky knoll, which rises 6 m above the 
surface of an arable field 250 m sw of Rockside farmhouse, 
bears the remains of a dun; as at Dun Chroisprig (No. 208), 
4 km to the sw, the site is overlooked by high ground 
immediately to the SE. A light spread of rubble at the higher 
(SE) end of the knoll is all that survives of the dun wall, which 
probably ran around the margin of the summit to enclose an 
area measuring about 25 m from SE to NW by about 10 m 
transversely. Pottery sherds found on the site are preserved in 
the National Museum of Antiquities of Scotland.! 

175 Dun (probable), An Dun, Rubh' an Duin, Islay (Site) 
NR257588 July 1975 

Nothing can now be seen of the fortified site An Dun, which 
is reported! to have been destroyed when a lighthouse was 
constructed on the tip of the rocky headland of Rubh' an 
Duin. In view of the space available for use, it seems likely 
that the structure was of no great size and probably a dun. 

176 Dun, Ardilistry, Islay 
NR44648 I May 1979 

The remains of a dun occupy the level summit of an isolated 
coastal rock stack about I km SE of Ardilistry farmhouse. 
The position is one of considerable natural strength with 
cliffs rising up to 7·5 m from sea-level on three sides and 5 m 
above a mass of boulders on the landward (N) side. 

The dun wall can be followed round the margin of the 
summit on three sides, enclosing a roughly oval area 
measuring at least 18 m by 8 m; for the most part it survives as 
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A. Dun. An Dun, Octofad, Islay 
(No. 173), from E 

a low turf-covered band of core material. On the E side a few 
outer facing-stones remain in position, but much of the stone 
from the wall lies scattered down the steep slope below; on 
the s a line of large irregular boulders forming the outer face 
of the wall survives together with two inner facing-stones, 
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B. Dun, Ardilistry, Islay (No. 176); plan 

giving a wall thickness of 2· 5 m. A line of stones, apparently 
designed to form a revetment for the upper levels of the wall, 
was built above a narrow cleft on the NW side of the stack. At 
the N end, as a result of erosion of the ground-surface, 
possibly preceded by a rock fall, no trace of facing-stones or 
core material survives. Access to the summit is possible, 
though difficult, by way of two rock clefts on the NE, but the 
original entrance was probably located on the landward (N) 
side. Just inside the wall on the w there are slight traces of a 
structure of comparatively recent origin. 

177 Dun (possible), Ardnave, Islay 
NR285743 April 1977 

Short stretches of rubble, which appear to be the last 
remnants of the wall of a small dun, are visible on the sedge 
of the summit ofa small isolated rocky boss situated 1·4 km N 
of Ardnave. The approach from the ENE is almost level, but 
elsewhere low cliffs, which rise to a maximum height of 5 m 
above the shore, provide some natural defence. The site has 
been too heavily robbed to permit accurate measurement, 
but the area enclosed cannot have been more than 12 m in 
diameter. 



A. Dun, Ardskenish, Colonsay (No. 178); plan 

178 Dun, Ardskenish, Colonsay 
NR347911 June 1977 

At the sw end of an isolated rocky ridge which overlooks the 
shore 320 m SE of Ardskenish farmhouse there are the 
remains of a roughly rectangular dun measuring about 15 m 
by 5 m internally. Its wall has been reduced to a low stony 
mound with several stretches of the lowest course of the outer 
face still in position. On the s, where the underlying bedrock 
dips steeply towards the sea, a medial wall-face was added to 
stabilise the core material. The entrance lay on the N and was 
protected by an outwork, consisting of a wall about I m 
thick, entered from the ENE. 
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B. Dun, Balnahard, Colonsay (No. 179); plan 

179 Dun, Balnahard, Colonsay 
NR421995 May 1977 

This dun occupies the summit of a small knoll overlooking 
the valley between Balnahard and Tniigh Bhan; it measures 
about 14 m by 8 m within a wall of which several stretches of 
the outer face are still visible, but little core material survives, 
especially along the N flank. The approach to the summit is 
easiest on the E, and the entrance was presumably situated in 
the broad gap in the wall debris on this side. The interior is 
divided by a spine of rock into two areas of approximately 
equal size, but is otherwise featureless. 

180 Dun, Beinn nan Gudairean, Colonsay 
NR388948 June 1977 

The slight remains of a dun can be seen on the summit of 
Beinn nan Gudairean (136 m OD), the second highest hill on 
Colonsay, I km N ofScalasaig. The actual summit consists of 
a rocky knoll rising up to 9 m above the surrounding ground; 
round the top of it a light spread of rubble core material, 
accompanied by one short stretch of outer facing-stones, is 

DUNS No. 182 

all that survives to indicate the course of the dun wall, which 
probably enclosed a roughly circular area about 14m in 
diameter. A large amount of fallen debris, however, lying at 

C. Dun, Beinn nan Gudairean , Colonsay (No. 180); plan 

the foot of the knoll on the w side shows that the wall has 
been a substantial structure . The knoll now carries the 
rectangular platform on which a building has stood until 
comparatively recent times, together with an OS 
triangulation station and an observation pillar erected in 
1938. 
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D. Dun, Bonveh, Colonsay (No. 181); plan 

181 Dun, Bonveh, Colonsay 
NR402958 April 1981 

There are the remains of a severely ruined dun on the summit 
of an isolated rocky knoll 550 m NE of Bonveh and 550 m NW 
of Riasg Buidhe. Enclosing an area about 6 m by 4 m, the 
wall is best preserved on the s side of the stack where, about 
I m below the level of the summit, there are several large 
outer facing-stones; the entrance was presumably situated on 
the E side, where there is a gap in the rubble. Elsewhere the 
wall is partly hidden by a secondary rectangular stone 
building, measuring 5·5 m by 3 m within walls about 1·5 m 
thick. 
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E. Dun, Borraichill Mor, Bridgend , Islay (No. 182); plan 

182 Dun, Borraichill Mar, Bridgend, Islay 
NR310645 May 1980 

On the summit of an isolated rocky knoll 50 m E of the hut-
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No. 183 DUNS 

131B circles and cairns No. 247, I, there is a ruined dun measuring 
6 m in diameter within a wall 2·8 m thick. Partly quarried 

JOJE away on the w, the line of the wall can be followed elsewhere 
as a band of rubble with one stone of each face still visible. 
The robber-trench, however, from which further outer 
facing-stones have been removed is still clearly marked. A 
large slab lying transversely across the line of the wall on the E 
probably marks one side of the entrance-passage; the stone is 
1·1 m long, O' 35 m thick and is exposed to a height of 0-45 m. 

A. Dun, Borraichill Mor, Port Ellen, Islay (No. 183); plan 

183 Dun, Borraichill Mor, Port Ellen, Islay 
NR369466 May 1980 

The summit of an elongated rocky ridge, situated about 
150 m to the w of the fort No. 134, and aligned roughly E and 
w, is divided into two portions by a steep-sided transverse 
cleft; the w portion is occupied by the remains of a dun. Sheer 
rock-faces and steep rock-studded slopes provide strong 
natural protection on all sides except the E, where the summit 
rises only 3 m above the floor of the cleft. 

The dun measures 20 m by 13 m internally and was 
defended by a single stone wall drawn along the irregular E 
margin of the occupied area, overlooking the cleft; elsewhere 
on the perimeter the natural defences appear to have been 
considered sufficient. Now in a severely wasted condition, 
the wall survives, for the most part, as a rock-strewn scarp 
1· 5 m high, in which several stretches of outer facing-stones 
can still be seen. The best-preserved portion lies opposite the 
middle of the cleft, where the wall face stands O· 5 m high in 
two courses. Immediately to the N of this point there is a 
significant dip in the spread of wall-debris which probably 
indicates the position of the original entrance. The interior, 
slightly concave in profile, is masked by a dense growth of 
heather and tussocky grass. 

The mass of tumbled debris choking the bottom of the cleft 
includes a number of large boulders which testify to the 
strength of the defences erected on this side by the dun 
builders. Several blocks of similar size have been rolled 
together to form a crude wall across the N end of the cleft; it 
seems probable that this feature was associated with the 
small stone-founded enclosures of relatively recent date built 
against the base ofthe E portion of the summit on this side. 

184 Dun, Cabrach, Jura 
NR489641 May 1976 

Occupying the summit of a grass-grown knoll about 200 m 
NNW of the former school at Cabrach there is a roughly 
circular dun measuring about 10 m in diameter within a wall 
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B. Dun, Cabrach, Jura (No. 184); plan 

up to 4 m thick and now not more than 0·45 m high. Few 
facing-stones survive, and the interior has been much 
disturbed by the construction of a recent enclosure, now too 
indefinite to plan. The entrance, which lies on the E, has been 
widened by modern disturbance. 

C. Dun, Carnduncan, Islay (No, 185); plan 

185 Dun, Carnduncan, Islay 
NR239670 May 1976 

The slight remains of a dun are situated on a rocky knoll 
which lies on the NE edge of the marshy flats surrounding 
Loch Gorm, 400 m wsw of Carnduncan and 50 m sw of the 
public road from Loch Indaal to Sanaigmore. The approach 
to the site from the NE is over almost level ground, but 
elsewhere the knoll presents steep sides up to 5 m high. All 
that survives of the dun, which measured about 12m in 
diameter over all, is a low grass-grown spread of rubble and a 
few short stretches of the lowest course of outer facing
stones. 

D, Dun (possible), Carn Liath , Jura (No. 186); plan 

186 Dun (possible), Carn Liath, Craighouse, Jura 
NR522669 May 1976 

What may be the remains of a dun occupy the summit of a 
small knoll, standing up to 8 m above the surrounding 
ground and situated 400 m wsw of Jura Distillery and 250 m 



sw of Ballard. Measuring 15 m by 11 m within a wall some 
2 m in average thickness, it has been severely robbed of its 
stone to provide material for nearby field-walls, and only a 
low band of rubble survives. There was probably an entrance 
on theN. 

A. Dun, Cilia' Chubein, Islay (No. 187); plan 

187 Dun, cm a' Chubein, Islay 
NR455529 May 1979 

This dun occupies the summit of a rocky boss on the SE edge 
of a broad, sloping shelf about 160 m E of the chapel No. 323 
and I· 5 km N of Kintour farmhouse . To the SE there is a sheer 
drop of 10 m but on the NW and sw the boss rises only 3 m 
above the level of adjacent ground, while to the NE gentle 
grassy slopes afford easy access. 

Roughly D-shaped on plan, the dun measures about 20m 
along the chord by 10 m transversely within the ruins of a 
single drystone wall. Few traces of the wall survive on the 
edge of the cliffs on the SE, but elsewhere it appears as a partly 
grass-grown stony scarp, or a low spread of debris not more 
than 2· 5 m thick . Several large blocks of stone may be seen at 
various points in the rubble, some doubtless deriving from 
the inner or outer wall-face, but only two individual inner 
facing-stones on the NNW appear to be in their original 
positions. 

The location of the entrance is uncertain, for although the 
amount of wall-debris is appreciably slighter on the NE, 
where access would have been more convenient, an easily 
guarded approach exists at the opposite end of the boss, the 
wall at this point dipping between two adjacent outcrops; 
however, the line of placed stones that links the outer ends of 
these outcrops is clearly secondary and probably of recent 
date. The interior of the dun contains another prominent 
outcrop, which considerably reduces the amount of ground 
available for occupation. 

On level ground at the foot of the boss on the w there are 
traces of an outer work, at present about 9 m long, composed 
of particularly massive blocks of stone. Since it is clearly 
intended to provide additional protection on a vulnerable 
quarter it is presumably contemporary with the dun and may 
have originally extended further to the sand N. Outworks of 
similar proportions, and occupying a similar position 
relative to the main work, have been observed at other 
prehistoric and later fortified sites in Argyll (see 
Introduction, p. 24) . A relatively recent subrectangular 
enclosure, one of a group situated to the NW of the dun, abuts 
and partly overlies the N end of the surviving portion of the 
outer wall. 

DUNS No. 189 

B. Dun (probable), Cnoc Boglach na Fola, Islay (No. 188); plan 

188 Dun (probable), Cnoc Boglach na F ola, Islay 
NR320461 May 1979 

On the summit of an isolated rock stack situated 2·2 km s of 
Kintra, on the E side of Gleann Mor, there are the slight 
remains of what was probably a dun measuring about 13 ·5 m 
by 8 m within a wall some 2 m thick. It has, however, been so 
severely robbed that only intermittent outer facing-stones 
survive. The position of the entrance is not clear, but it may 
be represented either by a gap on the w, where there is 
relatively easy access, or by two large blocks on the SE, which 
may be the opposing corner-stones of an entrance-passage. 

C. Dun, Cnoc Crun na Maoil , Ardbeg, Islay (No. 189); plan 

189 Dun, Cnoc Crim na Maoil, Ardbeg, Islay 
NR415486 June 1979 

This dun stands about 2 km NNE of Callumkill farmhouse on 
the summit of a narrow rocky ridge, aligned NE-SW and 
situated w ofCnoc Crun na Maoil. The NW and SE sides of the 
ridge rise steeply over rock outcrops and heather-covered 
shelves to a height of 12 m above and surrounding moorland, 
but from the NE and sw there is easy access up gentle slopes. 
The wall, which follows the natural contours of the ridge 
summit, encloses an area measuring 22 m by 11 m; it survives 
mainly as a band of rubble, about 2 m thick and up to 0·75 m 
high on the N side, but there are considerable stretches of the 
outer face still in position, though nowhere more than 0·5 m 
high in two courses. The entrance is situated on the NE and is 
approached up a narrow path from the E. The line of the N 
side of the entrance-passage survives together with the outer 
stone on the other side, giving a width of 1·7 m for the 
opening. No evidence for a door-check survives. Much of the 
interior of the dun is occupied by low rocky scarps; only on 
the NE is there a relatively level area suitable for habitation. 
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No. 190 DUNS 

A. Dun (probable), Cnoc Grianail, Islay (No. 190); plan 

190 Dun (probable), Cnoc Grianail, Islay 
NR331526 May 1980 

Situated on the summit ofCnoc Grianail, a prominent rocky 
hillock rising 10 m above the level of the surrounding 
machair, about 800m N of Glenegedale, there is a severely 
wasted stone-walled enclosure which was probably a dun.! 
From all sides except the NW, where a low rock-face restricts 
immediate access, the summit may be approached with ease 
over gentle, grass-covered slopes. 

Roughly oval on plan, the enclosure appears to have 
measured about 12 m by 9· 5 m within a single wall, now 
reduced to a grass-grown stony scarp not more than 1·0 m 
high from which several isolated stones and short stretches of 
the outer face project. No inner facing-stones can now be 
identified, but the original wall-thickness probably did not 
exceed 3·5 m. The entrance presumably lay within the wide 
gap on theE. 

Apart from an OS triangulation station, which has been 
erected on the inner line of the enclosure wall on the w, the 
interior contains no significant features. . 

191 Dun (possible), Cnoc na Buaile Faide, Islay 
NR372675 April 1977 

On the summit of an elongated rocky knoll, immediately to 
the SE of Ballachlavin steading, there are the remains of a 
stone-walled enclosure which may possibly have been a dun. 
The knoll rises to a height of about 3 m above the level of 
adjacent ground on the NW flank and at either end, but as 
much as 6 m on the SE. Roughly oblong on plan, the 
enclosure measures about 33 m by 13 m over the ruins of a 
single stone wall drawn round the margin of the summit area. 
Extensive quarrying has removed nearly all traces of the wall, 
but at the NE end it survives as a low grass-covered bank of 
stony debris not more than 0·3 m high and about 2 m in 
average thickness. The position of the entrance is uncertain, 
but the easiest approach to the summit is from the NE. 

192 Dun, Crackaig, Jura 
NR523659 May 1976 

This dun occupies the highest point of the ridge that forms 
the NE extension of Crackaig Hill about 400 m w of Crackaig 
farmhouse. The NW and SE slopes of the ridge are so steep that 
the only easy access to the dun is from the NE and sw. 
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B. Dun, Crackaig, lura (No. (92); plan 

An irregular oval on plan, the dun measures about 15 m by 
10 m within a wall now reduced to a stony band 3 m in 
average thickness. Several stretches of outer facing-stones 
survive on the s and NW, where the wall is best preserved, but 
on the N it has been severely mutilated by the construction of 
a recent earth-and-stone wall which crosses the interior from 
NW to SE. The entrance lies on the s. A modern marker cairn 
(a) has been built on top of the wall on the NE. 
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C. Dun, Creag an Fhithich , Islay (No. \93); plan 

193 Dun, Creag an Fhithich, Islay 
NR252626 June 1980 

This severely damaged dun occupies the summit of a heather
covered knoll 1·3 km NW of the township of Conisby; except 
on the E, where there is an easy approach up gentle slopes, the 
sides of the knoll are formed by steep cliffs up to 6 m high. 
The dun wall is visible only on the E margin of the summit 
and probably never existed round the w half. Enclosing a 
roughly oval area measuring 23 m by 15 m, it has been 
reduced to a narrow band of rubble which ends on the cliff 
edge to the N, but has been destroyed at its s end. A number of 
large outer facing-stones survive, standing at one point 0·4 m 
high in two courses, but stone-robbing has removed the inner 
face, and it is not possible to estimate the original width of 
the wall. The entrance probably lay towards the s end. Its 
denuded condition is almost certainly the result of a 



reconstruction, which appears to have taken place In 

antiquity. Springing from the cliff edge on the N, the new wall 
soon diverges from the earlier one and continues in a gentle 
curve for a further 16 m to a squared terminal forming one 
side of an entrance-passage situated in line with the presumed 
entrance through the earlier wall; beyond the entrance only a 
slight spread of rubble now exists. The new wall is a 
substantial structure 2·75 m thick with stretches of both inner 
and outer facing-stones standing up to 0·7 m high in three 
rough courses; the area it cuts off measures 20 m by 10 m. A 
slight scarp within the interior may mark the site of a 
building probably associated with the earlier wall . 
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A, Dun, Cultoon, Islay (No, 194); plan 

194 Dun, Cultoon, Islay 
NR212575 May 1976 

The scanty remains of a dun can be seen on a prominent 
rocky knoll situated in the pass below the N face of Be inn Tart 
a'Mhill, 1·25 km ENE of Cultoon. Vertical rock faces, up to 
5 m high, provide good natural protection on all sides except 
the E, where access is relatively easy across an almost level 
terrace. The dun has been severely robbed to provide the 
material for a comparatively modern drystone wall which 
runs across the sw side of the knoll, and also for a denuded 
township which lies immediately to the ENE. No inner facing
stones of the dun wall are visible, and almost all the core 
material has been removed; two stretches of the outer face, 
however, standing to a maximum height of 0·5m in two 
courses on the SE, indicate that the dun probably measured 
about 18 m over all from ENE to wsw by 15 m transversely. 
The position of the entrance cannot be seen. 
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B. Dun, Doodilbeg, lslay(No. 195); plan 

195 Dun, Doodilbeg, Islay 
NR338747 May 1977 

This dun occupies the summit of a rock stack which rises 
abruptly to a height of 12m above the raised beach 750m 
wsw of the ruins of Doodilbeg and only 150 m ENE of the fort 
No. 161. The wall is reduced to a low spread of rubble, now 
surviving only on the N and sw. The well-defined entrance, on 
the N, is unusually narrow, measuring only O' 7 m in width, 

DUNS No . 197 

and is sited so as to take advantage of the series of natural 
rock -steps that ascend the face of the stack from the NE. The 
dun wall is best preserved on the E side of the entrance
passage, where three courses stand to a height of 0·6 m. 

C. Dun, Druim Arn-ir-ach, Islay (No. 196); plan 

196 Dun, Druim Arn-ir-ach, Islay 
NR440502 May 1977 

The level summit of an isolated knoll, which forms part of the 
discontinuous rocky ridge known as Druim Arn-ir-ach, is 
occupied by the remains of a dun measuring about 16 m by 
12 m over all. The random rubble outer face of the wall, 
standing to a maximum height of 0·9 m, survives round much 
of the s half of the circuit, but elsewhere little remains except 
a light spread of core material. Stone-robbing has been 
especially severe on the NE to provide material for a modern 
drystone wall which crosses the ridge about 12 m away. 
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D. Dun, Dun a' Chail, Islay (No, 197); plan 

197 Dun, Dun a' Chail, Islay 
NR312479 April 1979 

The remains of a small dun occupy the summit of a 
precipitous rock stack, isolated at high tide, which rises to a 
height of 14m above the shore of Laggan Bay, 
approximately 850 m sw ofKintra farmhouse . Much use was 
made of natural rock features in the construction of the dun 
wall. On the w side the wall survives as a band of core 
material running from a tall rock boss on the NW around the 
edge of the summit to a rock outcrop at the highest point of a 
crescentic scarp on the s; it then continues round the crest of 
the scarp as far as the entrance on the NE. On this side 
substantial stretches ofthe outer face survive, standing up to 
0·95 m in seven courses at one point. Only a few inner facing
stones remain, indicating a wall thickness of about 1·5 m. To 
the N of the entrance the wall encloses a small grassy area 
leading up to the summit of the rock boss . Here the dun wall 
has collapsed down a narrow gully, and only a thin band of 
core material survives. At present the dun is approached by 
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No. 198 DUNS 

a series of crude steps up a rock face, and then by a 
narrow path to the entrance, now represented only by a gap 
in the wall debris. The interior of the dun measures 12·8 m by 
6·8 m, but the crescentic scarp that forms the s part of the 
summit, and the rock boss reduce considerably the area 
available for occupation. Traces of agriculture of relatively 
recent date now occupy the interior. 

A. Dun, Dunan Buidhe, Persabus, Islay (No. 198); plan 

198 Dun, Diman Buidhe, Persabus, Islay 
NR416693 May 1977 

Some slight remains of a dun can be seen on an isolated rocky 
knoll which rises 5 m above poorly drained land 400 m NW of 
Persabus. The dun measures about 10 m by 8 m within a wall, 
which is now reduced for the most part to a ragged band of 
rubble up to O· 5 m high, with two outer facing-stones visible. 
On the NE, advantage has been taken of a narrow spine of 
rock outcrop to carry the base of the wall up to I· 5 m above 
the level of the interior. The entrance is on the ESE. 
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B. Dun (possible), Dunan Buidhe, Port Chubaird, Islay (No. 199); plan 

199 Dun (possible), Dunan Buidhe, Port Chubaird, Islay 
NR338428 November 1981 

On the irregularly shaped summit of a prominent rocky stack 
overlooking the s shore of Port Chubaird, some 700 m sw of 
the dun No. 223, there are the wasted remains of a defensive 
enclosure that may possibly have been a dun. The position 
affords strong natural protection, the sides of the stack 
presenting sheer rock-faces which range in height from about 
3 m on the N to more than 10 m on the sw, where the stack 
abuts a dyke of igneous rock; the more denuded northward 
extension of the dyke provides a convenient natural bridge to 
the main series of coastal cliffs beyond. 

The enclosure measures about 20 m by 6 m transversely 
across the interior. It was defended on the s by a single wall 
drawn along the irregular margin of the summit; on the N the 
natural defences were apparently thought to be adequate. 
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The wall is now severely denuded but seems to have consisted 
of a heavy stone foundation with a superstructure apparently 
containing an appreciable proportion of turf, which may 
indicate secondary work. Two short stretches of outer 
facing-stones survive on the wsw, and the core of the 
underpinning can still be seen at the head of the precipitous 
grassy slope on the SSE, but elsewhere it has been reduced to a 
mere scarp. 

The entrance was probably situated at the inner end of a 
narrow cleft between the two rocky bosses that dominate the 
interior on the N and NW; the outer end gives on to a narrow 
ledge leading NW towards the natural bridge mentioned 
earlier. Much of the interior falls appreciably from N to s, and 
it is possible that the s face of each of the twin bosses may 
have been cut back to increase the area of readily habitable 
ground. 
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C. Dun, Dunan Charmaic, Islay (No. 200); plan 

200 Dun, Dunan Charmaic, Islay 
NR449503 May 1977 

This dun stands on a rocky ridge which rises from the NW side 
of the public road from Port Ellen to Ardtalla, 700 m sw of 
Tallant. The SE flank of the ridge is for the most part a steeply 
sloping rock-face up to 9·5 m high, but the NW flank is only 
3·7 m in greatest height, and it and the two ends of the ridge 
offer easy access to the summit. 

The dun measures 20 m by 12 m within a wall about 3 m 
thick, in which the substantial lowest course ofthe outer face 
can be seen intermittently; only one short stretch of the inner 
face is exposed. The position of the entrance is uncertain but 
may be represented by the gap on the wsw to which there is a 
natural approach between two projecting spines of rock. The 
level interior is largely overgrown by scrub. 

Outside the dun wall to the NE there are several loose stones 
lying on the surface of the ridge. They are heavily overgrown 
and do not appear to form a structure; they may, however, 
represent the remains of an outwork. 

201 Dun, Dunan Leathan, Colonsay 
NR381934 April 1979 

On the summit of a rocky spur situated some 280 m NNW of 
Milbuie there is an oval dun measuring 17m by 13·5m 
internally. Its wall has for the most part been reduced to a 
low stony mound, but on the N two outer facing-stones are 
still in position. The entrance probably lay on the sw. A 
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A. Dun, Dunan Leathan , Colonsay (No. 20 I); plan 

hammer-stone, which was found on the date of visit, is in the 
National Museum of Antiquities of Scotland. 
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B. Dun, Dunan nan Con, Colonsay (No. 202); plan 

202 Dun, DilDan nan Con, Colonsay 
NR377920 June 1976 

This dun occupies the summit of a small rocky knoll which 
rises to a height of about 5 m on the w side of the public road 
from Scalasaig to the Strand, and at the E edge of the field
system No. 244. The dun has been very severely robbed and 
survives as a low band of rubble enclosing an area measuring 
16 m by 11 m; although only one outer facing-stone remains 
in position, the robber-trench from which others have been 
removed is clearly visible in several places. The approach is 
easiest on the E flank of the knoll and the entrance is 
indicated by a break in the rubble on the NE. 

Dun, Dunan nan Nighean, 
Colonsay (No. 203) 

C. view from E 

D. plan and detail 
E. entrance from E E 

DUNS No . 203 

203 Dun, DilDan nan Nighean, Colonsay 
NR415976 June 1976 

This dun and its annexe occupy the top of a rocky knoll 
situated in an area of rough moorland 2·2 km NE of Colons ay 
House and 250 m w of Port a' Bhuailtein. The Nand w flanks 
of the knoll are protected by crags, but on the NE the 
approach is up heather-covered slopes. 

The dun is D-shaped on plan measuring about 7·4m by 
3·8 m within a wall up to 2·3 m thick. On the E the wall is 
exceptionally well preserved with the outer face surviving to 
a height of 1·2 m in four courses, of which the lowest is 
carefully graded in size, with the largest stones placed on 
each side of the entrance. Elsewhere the wall has been 
reduced to a stony mound with outer facing-stones visible 
only on the N. The line of the inner face is largely obscured by 
tumble, but on the sw what are probably two facing-stones 
can be seen in an area free of debris. The entrance appears to 
be well preserved, but it may have been partially restored; 
there are still three lintel stones in situ and above the massive 
outer slab there are a further two courses of masonry. The 
passage is complete on the s, standing I· 25 m high in four 
courses, but on the N only the outer half survives, and despite 
the state of preservation there is no trace of door-checks or 
bar-holes. At the inner end of the passage there is a stone slab 
which may be a fallen lintel or a threshold stone. Immediately 
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No. 204 DUNS 

to the sw of this stone there is an earthfast stone pillar, 0·7 m 
high, the function of which is unknown. 

Excavations carried out in 1949 1 in the interior of the dun 
revealed that a stone-walled hut, possibly of comparatively 
recent date, had been inserted into the rubble at the wend of 
the dun. A small amount of pottery, possibly of Iron Age 
date, and several 'long stones, polished with wear' were 
found beneath the hut floor; the pottery is now in the 
National Museum of Antiquities of Scotland. 

The annexe occupies a gently sloping terrace to the E of the 
dun; it is enclosed by a wall about I m thick, with 
considerable stretches of the lowest course of the outer face 
surviving on the NE and E. The entrance lies on the E; the 
passage measures 0·6 m in width in the inner half and 
broadens to 0·9 m in the outer half. A modern path through 
the heather leads from the entrance towards the dun, and 
about 3·5 m from the dun there are two stone steps. 

I 

A . Dun, Dun an Rubha Bhuide, Islay (No. 204); plan 

204 Dun, Dim an Rubha Bhuidhe, Islay 
NR466540 May 1977 

This dun occupies Rubha Buidhe, the low rocky promontory 
that forms the N end ofClaggain Bay 450 m s of Ardtalla . The 
promontory rises no more than 5-4 m above high-water 
mark, and access is easy from all directions except the SE, 
where the rock rises relatively steeply. The choice of a 
position of little natural defensive strength is unusual, 
especially since there is a convenient rocky hillock only 200 m 
to the sw. 

The dun's defences are comparable to those of the two 
promontory forts (Nos. 156 and 168), situated 1·7 km to the 
Nand 1·5 km to the s respectively, in comprising three walls, 
of which the innermost incorporates patches of vitrifaction. 
The innermost wall (A) has been severely disturbed, 
appearing as a heavy band of rubble. Apart from one short 
stretch of the outer face, no facing-stones are exposed, but 
the amount of core material , up to 1-4 m high, and the scree
like spread of tumbled debris outside it suggest that the wall 
was between 3 m and 4 m thick. Small lumps of vitrified stone 
can be seen in it. The entrance faces NW, and part of the sw 
side of the passage is visible. Much of the limited area cut off 
by wall A is now taken up by two large, roughly circular, 
accumulations of stones, of unknown origin or function , but 
there can be little doubt that they are not contemporary with 
the dun . 

The middle wall (B) probably measured 2-4m in average 
thickness, the outer face surviving at best to a height of 0·9 m 
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in two courses. The entrance appears to have been at the N 
end, where there is a 3 m gap, now blocked by modern 
walling. 

Wall C, 1·3 m in average thickness, has been for the most 
part reduced to the intermittent series of substantial boulders 
with which it was faced ; the remains now terminate abruptly 
before reaching the edge of the promontory at each end. The 
position of the entrance is not clear. 

Along the N edge of the promontory, four separate lengths 
of relatively modern walling extend across gaps in the natural 
rock. 

The extensive beach immediately to the NE offers a good 
landing-place; a small, stone-lined boat-noost immediately 
to the sw is of comparatively recent origin. 

B. Dun, Dun Bharr a' Chlaom, Islay (No. 205); plan 

205 Dun, Dun Bharr a' Chlaom, Islay 
NR221614 May 1976 

Situated on the summit of an isolated rocky knoll , 
overlooking boggy ground on the right bank of the Linne 
Riabhach about 1·7 km NE of Ki1chiaran House, there is a 
dun. On the sw, where the summit stands 12 m above the level 
of the adjacent ground, a vertical rock-face 3 m high, and 
precipitous slopes covered with grass and heather afford 
strong natural protection; elsewhere the flanks of the knoll 
are less steeply inclined and rarely exceed 4 m in height. 

The dun measures 18 m by 14m over the ruins of a stone 
wall about 3 m thick. Several long stretches and isolated 
stones of the outer face survive in situ, the best-preserved 
portion being on the NW, where exceptionally large blocks of 
stone were used in its construction and the face stands 0·6 m 
high. No inner facing-stones were observed, but the inner line 
of the wall was obscured by a dense growth of heather and 
scrub, which covers most of the summit; in addition, the 
interior of the dun appears to be occupied by the ruined 
foundations of a comparatively recent subrectangular 
building. 

The entrance is situated on the N, the relative position of 
the surviving portions of the passage walls indicating that it 
decreased appreciably in width towards the interior. 
Immediately outside the dun wall on the SE, there is a short 
length of walling which may have formed part either of a 
foundation platform for the main defence, or of an outwork, 
but the dense undergrowth on the flanks of the knoll on the 
date of visit made it impossible to ascertain its precise 
relationship and purpose. The rectangular foundation 
situated below the dun on the NE is of recent date. 
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A. Dun, Dun Bruichlinn, Islay (No. 206); plan 

206 Dun, Dun Bruichlinn, Islay 
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NR369636 June 1976 
This dun stands deep in trees on a low ridge 1·2 km NNE of 
Daill farmhouse . The ridge is one of several in an area of 
broken ground and stands up to 10 m above fairly level 
boggy strips on each side. The flanks are mostly rock-faces 
up to 4· 5 m high, from the top of which short grassy slopes 
lead up to the summit; the SE flank is the steeper, the NW flank 
and the two ends offering relatively easy access. 

The dun wall conforms to the irregular shape of the 
summit, and encloses a roughly circular area about 17 m in 
diameter. Little can be seen except core material, with a few 
stones of the lowest course of both inner and outer faces 
exposed, but the spread of rubble suggests that the wall was 
about 3· 5 m thick. The position of the entrance is not clear 
but it was probably on the SW, where the wall debris is 
markedly thinner. 

Outside the dun wall on the SW, advantage was taken of a 
low natural scarp, 1·2 m high, to build an outer wall, which 
crosses the ridge from NW to SE; only a few outer facing-stones 
and a small amount of rubble remain. 

207 Dun, Dun Chollapus, Islay 
NR357678 April 1977 

Situated at a height of 160 m OD, on the summit of an isolated 
conical hill about I km NNW of Duisker farmhouse, there are 
the slight remains of a dun. Roughly oval on plan, it 
measures 17 m from N to s by 15 m transversely over the ruins 
of a stone wall now reduced to an intermittent band of grass
grown debris 2·5m in average thickness. Two earthfast 
stones which project through the turf on the outer margin of 
the debris on the WNW may indicate the position of the outer 
face; elsewhere its approximate course is represented by a 
series of shallow robber-scoops. The position of the entrance 
is uncertain, and the interior is level and featureless . 

208 Dun, Dun Chroisprig, Islay 
NR207617 May 1976 

This dun and its outworks are situated 1·8 km sw of 
Kilchoman on a rocky knoll which stands out from the foot 
of high cliffs immediately to the SE. Linked to the cliffs by a 
narrow spine of rock, the knoll has steep sides falling some 
20 m to level ground below, much of its NE side being a sheer 

DUNS No. 208 

Dun, Dun Chroisprig, Islay (No. 208) 
B. outer face on NW C. plan 

rock face. The easiest approach is from the NNW over a series 
of narrow terraces. 

The dun wall, which for most of its course follows the 
outline of the summit of the knoll to enclose a roughly 
circular area 12 m in diameter, is 3·5 m in average thickness; 
on the SW, however, where the footings of the outer face are 
set well below the crest line of the summit, the amount of 
rubble that survives suggests that here the wall reached a 
maximum thickness of about 5 m. On the N, where it is best 
preserved, the outer face stands to a height of 1·1 m in five 
courses and is neatly constructed of roughly rectangular 
blocks, measuring up to 0·7 m by 0·3 m and brought to their 
courses with pinnings of small stones. Of the inner face only a 
single course is exposed above the debris that fills the 
interior. The entrance is on the WNW; it is 1·5 m wide, and the 
walls of the passage are visible to a height of 0·9 m above the 
debris. 

Within the thickness of the wall there is a gallery I m in 
average width. The side-walls are built of uncoursed rubble 
and, while for the most part they are exposed to a height of 
not more than 0·7 m, for a short stretch on the s the inner 
side-wall is 1·3 m high . The gallery is not continuous, as two 
opposing rounded terminals, 2·5 m apart, are clearly visible 
on the E. From this point the N section of the gallery extends 
westward to within 1·6 m of the dun's entrance; at least two 
of the lintel-stones, each measuring about 0·9 m by 0·5 m and 
0·1 m in thickness, remain in position at the E terminal, 
supported by rough corbelling. The s section of the gallery, 
which seems to be set at a higher level than the other, can be 
traced for a length of about II m. 

Additional protection was provided by an outer wall, of 
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No. 209 DUNS 

which traces can be seen intermittently as shown on the plan. 
On the ESE it was built along the NW edge of a natural cleft 
cutting transversely across the narrow spine of rock that 
joins the knoll to the foot of the cliffs. An unusual feature of 
this sector is the presence of parts of two distinct walls, the 
outer face of the one situated about I m behind that of the 
other. There is little doubt that the more easterly of the two is 
an original outwork, but excavation would be needed to 
establish the relation between it and the more westerly 
element; although the latter was a substantial structure it is 
noticeably inferior in quality to most of the other walling on 
the site, and its rubble core material appears to overlie the 
remains of the dun wall. At the NE end of the natural cleft the 
outwork turns sharply to the NW to follow the line of the 
natural crest for about 8 m, the outer face standing up to 
0·9 m in height. For some distance beyond this point no trace 
of walling survives, but intermittent stretches of outer facing
stones reappear on the outer edge of the highest natural 
terrace below the dun on the NW side. From there, after a gap 
which may mark the position of an original entrance, a 
spread of rubble core material, accompanied in places by 
short stretches of the outer face, up to 1·2 m high, continues 
along the top of the steep scree-covered slopes on the w 
before making an abrupt change of direction to run towards 
the dun wall on the sw. Near the sw angle a single course of 
what may be an internal revetment is exposed to a height of 
0·6 m for a length of about 1·5 m. A little to the NE, and inside 
the line of the outwork, a short detached length of walling 
appears to form the E side of an entrance-passage, of which 
the other side is roughly defined by a band of rubble, which 
links it with the outwork near its sw angle and near a small 
rectangular enclosure of recent date. It is difficult to regard 
this piece of walling as an original feature, and it is almost 
certainly a reconstruction made, possibly, at the same time as 
the inner of the two walls already mentioned ESE ofthe dun. 

A. Dun Dim Dearg, Islay (No. 209); plan 

209 Dun, Dim Dearg, Islay 
NR410466 April 1979 

This dun is situated about 260 m ENE of Callumkill 
farmhouse on the irregular tongue of land formed by two 
clefts in the steep southern flank of an elongated rocky ridge. 
On the sand w the position is protected by sheer cliffs up to 
8 m high and on the SE by the steep rocky slopes of the smaller 
cleft, but on the N it may be approached with relative ease 
over level ground interspersed with rock outcrops. 

The dun measures about 21 m by 14m over the ruins of 
what was, in places, a massively built drystone wall. For most 
of the s half of the perimeter, however, all that remains is a 
thin scatter of stony debris, the bulk of the wall material 
having collapsed over the edge of the cliffs on this side. By 
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contrast, on the N, tumbled rubble from the dun wall extends 
far into the interior. The outer face in this sector is composed 
of blocks of considerable size, and long stretches of the face 
can still be traced; at one point it stands 0·75 m high in four 
courses. 

The position of the entrance cannot now be identified, but 
it probably lay at the head of the cleft on the SE. The interior 
contains the ruined foundations of a roughly rectangular 
stone building of no great age, and on the N there is a modern 
marker cairn (a) which encroaches on the inner line of the 
dun wall. 

B. Dun, Dim Doir' a' Chrorain, Jura (No. 210); plan 

210 Dun, Dim Doir' a' Chrorain, Jura 
NR585771 May 1976 

On the crest of a ridge about 130 m E of Gatehouse there are 
the remains of a dun and its annexe. The dun measures about 
14 m from NE to sw by 9 m in greatest breadth within a wall up 
to 3 m thick. Several stretches of outer facing-stones are 
visible on the w, and in places they survive to a height of I m 
in four courses. There is a narrow entrance-passage on the 
sw, which has been partially rebuilt and used as a lambing
pen in recent times; the position of the main entrance, 
through the annexe, probably lay in the centre ofthe NE end. 
The annexe occupies a terrace slightly below the level of the 
dun and comprises a wall about 1·5 m thick, which stands to 
a maximum height of I m in five courses on the NE. The 
entrance lies on the E and at least one course of masonry 
survives on each side of the passage. 

211 Dun, Dim Fhinn, Islay 
NR442519 May 1977 

This dun is situated on a rocky knoll in rough moorland 
1·6km WNW of Kintour. The knoll rises 15m above the 
surrounding ground but has little natural defensive strength. 

The dun measures 18 m by II m within what was a massive 
wall varying in thickness from 3· 5 m on the NE to 2·0 m on the 
wsw. Large inner and outer facing-stones remain in position 
intermittently, and wall debris covers the SE flank of the knoll 
in a scree-like spread. At the sw end there is a particularly 
heavy spread of jumbled stones, and while without 
excavation it is not possible to be sure, it seems most likely 
that, as indicated on the plan, the wall split into two sections; 
the inner section followed the margin of the summit to 
complete the dun wall, while the outer section branched 
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A. Dun, Dun Fhinn, Islay (No. 211); plan 

down towards the foot of the knoll, through a drop of about 
3 m, to form a curving outwork. The entrance through the 
outwork is 2·7 m in average width, and a short length of each 
of the side-walls of the passage is exposed. The entrance 
through the inner wall is obscured by debris. Within the 
interior there is a later intrusive enclosure formed by a wall 
I m thick with an entrance facing NE. 

N 
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B. Dun, Dun Glas an Loin Ghuirm, Islay (No. 212); plan 

212 Dun, Dim Glas an Loin Ghuirm, Islay 
NR224602 ~ay1976 

This small dun is situated, among the ruins of a deserted 
farmstead, on a slight rise in broken, low-lying ground N of 
Loch Gearach. In spite of extensive stone-robbing, the 
number of large outer facing-stones that remain in position, 
standing at best to a height ofO'6m in two courses on the w, 
indicates that the dun was originally almost circular on plan, 
measuring about 18 m in diameter over all. The entrance, on 
the NW, is about 1·5m wide, and some of the stones lining 
each side of the passage are still visible. The interior has been 
considerably disturbed during the later occupation of the 
site. 

213 Dun, Dun Meadhonach, Lower Kilchattan, Colonsay 
NR365947 June 1976 

This dun occupies a detached rocky knoll, some 12 m high, 
situated 250 m sw of'Seaview' on the fringe of the massif that 
forms the central ridge ofColonsay. 

Subrectangular on plan, the dun measures 16m by 6m 
within a wall some 2·8 m thick. Several stretches of the outer 
face remain in position standing at best to a height of 0·5 m in 

DUNS No. 215 

I 
C. Dun, Dun Meadhonach, Colonsay (No. 213); plan 

four courses. A gap in the wall debris at the NE end indicates 
the position of the entrance at a point where access to the 
summit along a series of rocky terraces is most favourable . 

D. Dun, Dun Mideir, Islay (No. 214); plan 

214 Dun, Dun Mideir, Islay 
NR225609 ~ay1976 

This dun occupies the summit of a rocky knoll , 6-4 m high 
and largely grass-covered, situated near the head of the 
broad valley that extends northward from Loch Gearach. 
Two neighbouring duns, Nos. 205 and 212, are in full view 
600 m to the NNW and s respectively. 

The dun has been severely damaged by stone-robbing and 
by the construction of field-boundaries and associated 
enclosures and buildings of relatively recent date, the 
remains of which can be seen on and around the dun itself. A 
grass-grown spread of rubble core material with a few outer 
facing-stones still in position indicates that the dun measured 
about 15 m by 9 m within a wall at least 2 m thick. The 
entrance was probably on the E, where there is a gap situated 
in line with the entrance to a later building whose 
foundations overlie the dun wall and occupy the N part of the 
interior. 

215 Dun, Dun na h-Vamha, Islay 
NR243621 ~ay1976 

Situated 1·3 km NW of Gartacharra in the pass leading to 
Rockside, this dun occupies the summit of a rocky knoll 
which rises 9 m above the relatively level ground near the 
head of Gleann Osamail. The flanks of the knoll are either 
steep rock-faces or sloping rock-shelves, but from the NW and 
SE ends there is easy access. 

The dun measures 12·5m by a maximum of9m within a 
single wall which was probably not less than 3 m thick 
originally. No inner facing-stones are visible but the outer 
face survives throughout its circuit, rising with a slight 
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No. 216 DUNS 

I 
B 

Dun, Dun na h-Uamha, 
Islay(No.2 IS) 

A. outer face on NNE 

B.plan 

inward batter to a height of 2·4 m in well-built drystone 
masonry on the NNW, and 1·0 m elsewhere. The entrance is on 
the SE, and although it is largely choked with debris, enough 
of each of the side-walls is exposed to show that the passage is 
about 1·75 m wide at its inner end and about 1·5 m at its outer 
end, suggesting that it was checked for a door. The interior is 
featureless. 

216 Dun, Dun nan Nighean, Islay 
NR21069l May 1979 

This dun occupies the summit of a rocky boss situated at the 
base of a narrow coastal promontory some 600 m NNW of 
Smaull farmhouse and immediately N of the fort No. 144. 
The boss rises about 8m above the promontory neck, thus 
commanding the approach from the SE, or landward side, 
while the flanks and nose of the promontory present steep or 
vertical rock faces falling as much as 25 m to the sea. 

The dun measures about 17m by l5m within a single 
dry stone wall drawn round the margin of the summit area. 
The wall is now severely denuded, surviving as a low stony 
bank or scarp, in places heavily overgrown; it varies in 
thickness, being as much as 6·6 m on the SE, but rarely 
exceeding 3·5 m elsewhere. Much of the line of the outer face 
can still be traced: the best-preserved sectors are situated on 
the NE, where the face stands 1·6 m high in ten courses; other 
well-preserved stretches may be seen on the s and SE, and at 
the latter the lowest course is set as much as 5 m below the 
level of the summit. The course of the outer face on the SE 
may perhaps be explained as an attempt to extend the wall 
across the entire width of the summit, so as to deny access, at 
the upper levels at least, to the rest of the promontory. It is 
uncertain whether the singular plan thus produced in this 
sector, which contains the entrance, may not also derive from 
the intention to build a 'gatehouse' comparable in function 
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C. Dun, Dun nan Nighean , Islay (No. 216); plan 

with structures observed at certain prehistoric fortified sites 
in the Northern Isles! and elsewhere in ArgyUZ (see 
Introduction, p. 24). The presence of a line of earth fast stones 
in the body of the wall s of the entrance, possibly the inner 
face of an intramural gallery or cell, makes the latter 
explanation inherently more probable. On the other hand, 
the apparent discontinuity in the line of the outer face in the 
middle of the s side was probably occasioned by the need to 
found the wall securely on the crest, and not the steeply 
sloping face, of the rock outcrop that obliquely intersects the 
line of the dun wall at this point. 

The entrance, whose position is indicated by a lightening 
in the scatter of stony debris, is approached by way ofa rock
cut staircase (a) comprising two flights of steps. The cutting 
of the steps was doubtless facilitated by the natural linear 
fractures in the schistose bedrock but, even so, the quality of 
the work is exceptionally high. Only three or four steps of the 
lower flight survive, all in a poor state of preservation. The 
upper flight, set at right angles to the first, comprises five 
evenly spaced steps, the risers averaging about 0·2 m in 
height. The middle tread of the upper flight and the highest 
tread of the lower each bear a single cup-marking: the upper 
example measures about 60 mm in diameter by 25 mm in 
depth, the other, being much more worn, only 30mm by 
10 mm. 

Additional protection was provided by two outer drystone 
walls of relatively slight construction. The first, flanking the 
lower flight of steps on the NE, is particularly well preserved; 
the outer face can be traced for almost the entire course from 
the point at which it butted against the dun wall N of the 
entrance to beyond the foot of the staircase; in places it 
stands 1·2 m high in seven courses. The second, which sprang 
from the base ofa rock face below the dun on the SW, has now 
been reduced to a single stretch of outer facing-stones and a 
grass-grown scatter of core material; its purpose was 
presumably to bar access to a narrow sloping terrace which 
offered approach to the summit from the base of the cliffs on 
the SE. 

About 18 m outside the dun on the NW there is a curious 



underground chamber (b). Subrectangular on plan, it 
measures about 1·7 m from NW to SE by 1·1 m transversely and 
is entered from the NW end through an opening in the roof 
only 0-4 m by 0·6 m across. The SE portion of the chamber is 
bounded by natural rock faces, but elsewhere the walls are 
formed of neatly laid horizontal slabs; the roof, which rises to 
a height of 0·75 m above the present floor-level, comprises 
five stone lintels, now overgrown with turf. The date and 
purpose of this curious feature remain obscure, although 
Pennant records the tradition that it served as a hiding-place 
when the island was overrun by invaders. 3 

A. Dun, Gleann Buidhe, Islay (No. 217); plan 

217 Dun, Gleann Buidhe, Islay 
NR403472 May 1980 

This dun occupies the summit of a low rocky boss which 
projects from the outer edge of a gently inclined terrace on 
the NW flank of Cam Mor about 700 m NNW of Callumkill 
farmhouse . On the NW, precipitous rock-studded slopes, 
falling some 20m to the floor of the glen, afford strong 
natural protection, but on the SE the boss rises only 3 m above 
the level ofthe terrace. 

The dun, which measures about 21 m by 10 m internally, 
was defended by a single stone wall varying from 2·4 m to 
3·9 m in thickness. The wall is, for the most part, in an 
extremely ruinous condition, but the great weight of debris 
that covers the skirts of the boss on the SE suggests that on 
this side it was particularly robustly built. The material used 
for the wall appears to have included a high proportion of 
quadratic blocks, which, in several places, were evidently 
arranged in bands running parallel to the wall-face, but not 
in such a regular way as to constitute an internal revetment; it 
is conceivable that this irregular style of construction may 
have hastened the wall's collapse. There are, nevertheless, 
two places, on the E and sw, where the outer face survives to a 
height of 0·8 m. No traces of the wall are apparent on the NW, 
however, nor is there much evidence of collapsed debris on 
the slopes immediately below the dun. Presumably, because 
of the strength of the natural defences, the wall on this side 
was of appreciably slighter build than elsewhere. A 
pronounced dip in the wall debris on the SE probably 
indicates the position of the entrance. 

The interior, which is gently undulating, contains no 
significant features, but there is a ruinous stone-founded 
structure of no great age immediately outside the dun wall to 
the s of the entrance. 

DUNS No. 219 

B. Dun, Kelsay, Islay (No. 218); plan 

218 Dun, Kelsay, Islay 
NR 198558 May 1976 

This dun and its outworks are situated on a low, scrub
covered knoll which rises 8 m above the marshy floor of the 
valley of the Lossit Burn 700 m ESE ofKelsay. 

The dun wall (A) has been drawn round the highest part of 
the knoll to enclose an area measuring about 9· 5 m by 7·5 m. 
Little now remains of it except some ofthe large outer facing
stones, up to 1 m broad and 0·6 m high; along the N side two 
courses survive to a height of 0·8 m. The entrance, in the 
centre of the E side, is 1 m wide, and some of the stones 
forming each of the side-walls of the passage are still in 
position, indicating that at this point the dun wall was about 
2mthick. 

An area oflevel ground immediately E of the dun has been 
enclosed by a wall to form a subrectangular annexe (B), 
measuring 12·5 m by 11· 5 m over all. Of similar construction 
to that of the dun, the outer face of the annexe wall stands at 
best to a height of 0·8 m in two courses. A gap near the centre 
of the E side probably marks the position of the entrance. 

A scatter of heavy rubble extending transversely across the 
knoll w of the dun is a puzzling feature, but it may represent 
the last remnants of another wall designed to enclose 
virtually the whole ofthewend of the knoll. 

C. Dun, Lon Broach, Islay (No. 219); plan 

219 Dun, Loo Broach 1, Islay 
NR419641 May 1977 

This dun is situated 1·6 km SSE of Lossit farmhouse on the 
summit of a steep-sided ridge which rises 19 m above a dry 
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No. 220 DUNS 

gully near the foot of the NW slopes of Beinn Dubh (267 m 
OD). 

The dun measures 27 m by 22 m within a wall about 2·5 m 
thick for most of its circuit but up to 6·1 m on the sw. The 
bulk of the core material and most of the facing-stones have 
been removed, except at the entrance where, in addition to 
considerable stretches of the lowest course of both faces, 
extra stability was provided by a medial face, of which traces 
can be seen within the thickness of the wall. The entrance
passage is 2·5 m wide at its outer end and contracts to 2·2 m at 
a point 2·8 m in from the outside, where it is checked for a 
door; inward from the check the width is 2·6 m. Though 
slightly dislodged, the outer corner of the N side of the 
passage still stands 1 m high in two massive courses. 

The surface of the interior, which is broken by numerous 
spines of limestone outcrop and traversed by a geological 
dyke, is featureless arart from the robbed foundations of a 
small rectangular building of no great age. A modern cairn 
stands on the dun wall immediately N of the entrance. 

11'1, I :l9 29 3£ 4,0 5,0 60 
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A. Dun, Lon Broach 2, Islay (No. 220); plan 

220 Dun, Lon Broach 2, Islay 
NR417645 June 1979 

This dun is situated 1·1 km SE of Loss it farmhouse, and 500 m 
NW of the dun No. 219, on a flat-topped, roughly conical 
knoll which rises about 10 m above relatively low ground. 
The dun wall, which encloses an area measuring 16 m by 
11 m, has been reduced to a grass-covered mound of rubble 
2·5 m in average thickness, with several stretches of the outer 
face and a few inner facing-stones still in position, but 
nowhere more than one course high. On the s side of the 
entrance, which is situated on the E, where access to the 
summit is easiest, the wall widens to 3· 5 m; here a medial face 
was built within the thickness of the wall to give added 
stability, and the wall itself was based on a revetted 
foundation-pla tform . The lowest course of the s side-wall of 
the entrance-passage survives, but nothing remains of the 
other side, the present gap being 2 m wide. The interior, 
which is level and grassy, is largely occupied by a 
subrectangular cultivation-plot of no great age, measuring 
some 10 m square and enclosed by the remains of a stone
and-turfwall. 

221 Dun, Lossit, Islay 
NR 172562 July 1975 

This dun and its outwork occupy the wend of a rocky ridge 
running parallel to the seashore on the N side of Lossit Bay, 
about 1·2 km w of Lossit farmhouse . It may be approached 
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B. Dun, Lossit, Islay (No. 221); plan 

from the N with relative ease over grassy rock-studded slopes 
13 m high, but elsewhere the sides of the ridge are much more 
broken and, in places, precipitously steep, especially to the w 
of the dun, where the summit rises to a height of 32 m above 
the level of the shore. 

The dun measures 8 m in diameter within a single stone 
wall, probably between 2·7 m and 3·5 m thick . Although 
many stones of the outer face and a few of the inner are still in 
position, the present state of the wall suggests that it may 
have suffered large-scale bodily collapse or even deliberate 
demolition, for scattered over the landward flank of the ridge 
and choking the gullies that face the sea, there is a 
considerable weight of tumbled core material. A possible 
explanation for this may be offered by the presence of two 
transverse spines of rock, which project through the 
foundations of the wall on the sw and continue some way into 
the interior. It is conceivable that such irregular ground 
would have made it difficult to provide a suitable base for the 
dun wall, and the structure, if carried to an extreme height, 
might have become dangerously unstable. Occupation of the 
site could thus have continued only if at least the upper 
portion of the wall had been dismantled, as in fact occurred 
at the broch of Dun Mor, Vaul, Tiree. 1 It is also noteworthy 
that the rock spines, by encroaching on the interior, might 
have appreciably diminished the habitable space within the 
dun. The entrance is situated on the NE, its position being 
indicated by a gap in the wall debris about 1·5 m wide. 

Further protection was provided by an outer wall, drawn 
along the crest on the N side of the ridge and returning along 
the w side of a narrow transverse gully about 16 m to the E of 
the dun. The wall is now reduced to a band of stony debris, 
2 m in greatest thickness, in which several stretches and 
isolated stones of the outer face survive in position; it serves 
not only to protect the dun on its weaker side but also to 
enclose a lower shelf of habitable ground on the E. Most of 
the shelfis now occupied by the remains of an enclosure of no 
great age. The outwork is best preserved at the entrance, 
situated to the NE of the dun, where a portion of the w 
passage-wall survives to a height of 0·8 m in four courses. 

222 Dun (possible), Lower KiIleyan, Islay 
NR273432 November 1981 

On the roughly triangular summit of a rocky stack, situated 
on the foreshore some 450 m w of Lower Killeyan 
farmhouse, there are the remains of an enclosure which was 
possibly a dun. On the NW and sw the sides of the stack 
present sheer rock-faces up to 8 m high, but on the remaining 



A. Dun (possible), Lower Killeyan, Islay (No. 222); plan 

side a series of inclined shelves and rocky terraces offers an 
easier access to the summit, the final approach being by way 
of a narrow cleft on the NNE. 

The enclosure measures 19·0 m by 13· 5 m over the ruins of 
a single stone-founded wall which closely follows the margin 
of the summit area. The wall is now in a severely wasted 
condition and its inner edge appears to be obscured by the 
intermittent remains of a secondary turf bank, which makes 
it impossible to ascertain the original thickness. Several outer 
facing-stones survive, those on the sw being as much as 2 m 
below the level of the summit. The entrance was presumably 
situated at the head of the cleft on the NNE, and approach to it 
was evidently restricted, or possibly made safer, by the 
construction of an outer wall on the spine of rock forming the 
outer side of the cleft; all that now remains of this outwork is 
a grass-covered scatter of core material and a short stretch of 
inner facing-stones. 

The interior of the enclosure is occupied by traces of lazy
bed cultivation. 

N 
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B. Dun, Lurabus, Islay (No. 223); plan 

223 Dun, Lurabus, Islay 
NR342434 April 1979 

Situated on the sloping summit of a rocky crag on the 
seashore, about 400 m E of the deserted township No. 424, 
there is a dun. On the Nand w vertical or overhanging cliffs, 
ranging from 3 m to as much as 20 m in height, afford strong 
natural protection, but elsewhere the sides of the crag are 
only moderately steep, sloping down to the shore in a series 
of grass-covered rocky terraces. 

The dun measures about 19m by 17m internally. For 
much of the w half of the perimeter, where the cliffs are 
highest, no artificial defences appear to have been 
constructed, but on the sand E the dun was protected by a 
drystone wall, now in a severely denuded condition. Where 
best preserved, on the NNE, the outer face is I m high in four 
courses, but elsewhere only a few individual outer facing
stones can be seen, bordering a low bank of debris or stony 

DUNS No . 225 

scarp; no inner facing-stones are visible, and the original 
wall-thickness is uncertain. A linear spread of rounded 
boulders lying immediately within or partly overlying the 
inner edge of what remains of the dun wall on the NE is 
probably the result of stone-robbing. 

The position of the entrance is indicated by a gap 2 m wide 
on the NE, the outer corner of the N side-wall of the passage 
apparently still in its original position. The interior, which 
falls as much as 4m from NW to SE, contains a number of 
sinuous scarps; most are probably of natural origin, but the 
profile of those adjacent to the dun wall may have been 
altered by quarrying to provide material for the defences. 

Additional protection was provided on the NE by an outer 
wall of relatively slight proportions, drawn across a natural 
line of access at the base of the crag and continued thence 
along the outer edge of a lower shelf. The outwork is poorly 
preserved, all that now remains being a thin scatter of stony 
debris and a single length of outer facing-stones. In view of 
the ease with which the crag may be approached at present 
from the s, the absence of similar outworks on that side is 
noteworthy. 

C. Dun, Pairc Gharbh, Colonsay (No. 224) ; plan 

224 Dun, Pairc Gharbh, Colonsay 
NR402968 ~ay1977 

This dun occupies the summit of a rocky knoll about 700 m E 
of Colonsay House; on the NNW and NE it is protected by a 
precipitous rock face, but on the sand w the approach is up a 
heather-covered slope. 

Originally the dun may have measured about 12 m by 8 m 
internally, but no trace of the wall survives on the NNW and 
NE, and elsewhere it has been reduced to a band of rubble 
about 1·7 m in average thickness with single outer facing
stones visible on the sand w respectively. The entrance, on 
the s, measures I m in width between two stones which 
probably mark the sides of the passage. 

The dun was strengthened by an outwork, which springs 
from the dun wall on the ssw and ends on the cliff edge on the 
NE. It has been heavily robbed and measures 1·4 m in average 
thickness. The entrance probably lay on the SSE. 

225 Dun, Port an Obain, Colonsay 
NR409996 June 1976 

This dun is situated on a grassy knoll overlooking the shore 
at the s end of Port an Obain. Oval on plan, it measures 8 m J20A 

by 6 m within a wall which has been reduced to a low stony 
mound. Several stretches of outer facing-stones can be seen 
on the Nand w, reaching a maximum height ofO'5m in two 
courses. The position of the entrance is not certain, but it 
probably lay on the s. The interior has been much disturbed 
by rabbit-burrows. 
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No. 226 DUNS 

I 
A. Dun, Port a n Obain, Colonsay 

(No . 225); plan 

B. Dun, Port an t-Sruthain, [slay (No. 226); plan 

226 Dun, Port an t-Sruthain, Islay 

C 

NR387781 May 1979 
On the narrow summit of a rocky coastal stack 550 m N of the 
deserted settlement of Bolsa, on the E side of Port an t
Sruthain, there are the remains of a small dun. The summit is 
aligned roughly NE and sw and has been appreciably 
attenuated by rock-falls. The sides of the stack present steep 
or sheer rock-faces, ranging in height from 6·5 m on the 
landward (SE) side to as much as 9 m on the NW. Relatively 
easy access to the summit may be obtained at the present time 
by way of a narrow ledge that ascends the sw side of the stack, 
but, because of the extremely friable nature of the rock, this is 
unlikely to be the original route. For the same reason it is 
impossible to give exact dimensions for the internal area of 
the dun, but in view of the amount of rubble lying at the foot 
of the stack, it seems improbable that it measured much more 
than 13 m by 5 m. Of the enclosing drystone wall little more 
now remains than the NE angle and portions of the adjacent 
sides. The best-preserved sector is that on the NW, which 
appears to have incorporated a prominent rocky outcrop 
running parallel to the margin of the summit. Both the inner 
and outer face have survived at this point, the former 
standing 0·65 m high in three irregular courses, the latter 
about 0·6 m in four; the thickness thus indicated is about 2 m. 
A curious feature of the wall construction in this sector is that 
the extremely uneven nature of the summit made it necessary 
to provide a rudimentary foundation-plinth on which to 
raise the inner face. On all other sides the wall appears to 
have been destroyed by landslips. The interior, which slopes 
down 2 m from N to s, contains no significant features, and 
the position of the entrance is not apparent. 
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227 Dun, Port FriJige, Islay 
NR 172548 July 1975 

This dun is situated on the end of a coastal promontory 
immediately sw of Port Froige, about 900 m NW of Cladville 
farmhouse. It may be approached with relative ease from the 
SE, along the spine of the promontory, but on all other sides it 
is protected by precipitous or overhanging rock-faces up to 
30 m high. Measuring about 24 m by 9 m internally, the dun 
was defended by a stoutly-built stone wall which now 
appears, for the most part, as a low grass-grown bank of 

stony debris from which several long stretches of outer 
facing-stones and two individual stones of the inner face 
project. The wall evidently varied in thickness, being only 
2· 3 m on the ENE but as much as 4 m where it crosses the spine 
of the promontory on the s. There are no traces of walling on 
the w, possibly because artificial defence was unnecessary in 
this sector. 

Within the body of the wall on the ESE, immediately to the 
N of the entrance, there is a line of earth fast stones which may 
point to the presence of some intramural structure. As it 
appears to coincide with the point at which the wall is sharply 
increased in thickness, the feature could possibly indicate 
that the wall incorporated in its most vulnerable sector a 

I 
Dun, Port Fro ige, [slay (No. 227) 

C. view from E 

D.plan 

'gatehouse' resembling those found in duns and forts 
elsewhere within the Atlantic Province. l Furthermore, the 
presence of a pronounced hollow in the heart of the core 
material to the sw of the entrance suggests that the thicker 
portion of the wall may also contain an internal cell or 
gallery. 

The entrance itself is now choked with rubble, but stones 
of both passage-walls have survived in situ, indicating that its 
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average width is about 1·1 m; there is no evidence that it was 
checked for a door. Immediately to the N of the entrance the 
line of the wall crosses a deep transverse cleft which, to 
ensure the structural stability of the dun, was infilled to 
provide a foundation-platform. The surviving height of the 
wall and its underpinning at this point is 3·1 m in thirteen 
courses, the lower part of the work exhibiting a marked 
batter. 

Butting on the external face of the platform just to the E of 
the entrance, there is a boulder revetment which curves 
round to form a narrow ramp giving easier access to the dun 
across the steep slope of a projecting rock outcrop. 

The interior of the dun comprises comparatively level or 
gently undulating areas of grass interspersed with rocky 
scarps. In the s half there are the remains of two badly ruined 
enclosures of recent date. 

A. Dun, Port na Caillich, Islay (No. 228); plan 

228 Dun, Port na Caillich, Islay 
NR252715 ~ay1977 

Situated I· 7 km ENE of Sanaigmore, this dun stands on a low 
rocky headland (4·2 m OD), one of several that are 
characteristic ofthis stretch of rough coastland. At high tide 
much of the seaward (N) end and sheer w side of the headland 
is submerged, leaving access relatively easy only from the 
inner end of the E side and from the landward (s) end. 
Immediately to the w, a small inlet provides a limited expanse 
of sandy beach at low tide. 

The dun wall, which enclosed an area measuring probably 
about IQ m by IQ m, appears to have been up to 3· 5 m thick at 
the entrance, on the SE; elsewhere, however, it is now reduced 
to a band of rubble, and on the N has fallen away almost 
entirely. ~ uch of the uneven interior is occupied by spines of 
bare rock. 

Detached stretches of walling can be seen closing gaps in 
the natural rock outside and below the principal dun wall, as 
indicated on the plan. The most substantial of these is 
situated on the NW and has some massive stones incorporated 
in its outer face, which is exposed to a height of 0·6 m, with as 
much again buried under fallen debris. Each of the other 
three sections of wall appears as a light band of rubble. 

DUNS No. 231 

I 
5'0 

B. Dun, Queens Bay, Colonsay (No. 229); plan 

229 Dun, Queens Bay, Colonsay 
NR389933 ~ay1979 

This small dun occupies the top of a low rocky knoll 
overlooking the shore on the N side of Queens Bay. Roughly 
oval on plan, it measures 5·5m by 4m within a wall now 
reduced to a stony band, in which several stretches of outer 
face are visible standing up to a height of 0·6 m in three 
courses. The entrance probably lay on the N. 

C. Dun,Rubha Mor, Garbh Eileach, Garvellachs (No. 230); plan 

230 Dun, Rubha Mor, Garbh Eileach, Garvellachs 
NM667117 June 1974 

This small dun occupies the summit of a rock stack which 
rises IQ m above the surrounding ground to the E of Rubha 
~6r; it measures about 14 m by II m within a wall up to 
3·4 m thick on the w side. Several stretches of outer facing
stones are visible on the w but elsewhere the wall has been 
reduced to a band of rubble. In a cleft on the s flank of the 
rock stack a short additional line of walling, which cuts off 
access to a lower and otherwise undefended terrace, still 
stands to a height of 1·8 m in five courses. 

231 Dun, Rubha na Meise Baine, Islay 
NR330414 November 1981 

On the irregularly shaped summit of a rocky coastal stack 
situated about 750 m SE of Inerval farmhouse there are the 
wasted remains of a small dun. The dun occupies only the N J22A 

portion of the summit, the remainder consisting of bare rock 
outcrops and pinnacles which fall 15 m precipitously to the 
sea. The sides of the stack in the N sector also present sheer 
rock faces 8 m in average height; these are broken at only one 
point, on the NW, where a natural rock 'staircase' at the SE end 
of a narrow zigzag spine offers precarious access to the 
summit. 

The occupied area measures about 9·0 m by 8·0 m over the 
dun wall, which was drawn along the NW margin of the 
summit for a distance of about 20 m. For most of its course 
the wall has been reduced to a low, grass-covered stony 
scarp, but near its s end, where a considerable amount of 
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No. 232 DUNS 
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A. Dun, Rubha na Meise Baine, Islay (No. 231); plan 

underpinning has been necessary, the scarp attains a height 
of as much as 2·5 m. Only two isolated stones of the outer 
face, and none of the inner face, appear to have survived in 
situ. The position of the entrance is indicated by the gap in 
the wall-debris, not more than I m wide, opposite the top of 
the rock 'staircase'; an earth fast stone situated on the s side of 
the gap may form part of the passage-wall. 

The interior, which contains no structural features, is 
dominated by a pinnacle of rock that rises steeply above it on 
the s. 

1')1'1 : re le 
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B. Dun, Sanaigrnore, Islay (No. 232); plan 

232 Dun, Sanaigmore, Islay 
NR234711 May 1976 

On a small grassy knoll, 5·8 m high and situated 550 m NNW of 
Sanaigmore farmhouse and within 100 m of the shore, there 
are the slight remains of a dun measuring about 10 m by 8 m 
internally. No facing-stones are visible, but what survives of 
the core material suggests that the wall was not more than 
3 m thick. The gap on the sw probably marks the position of 
the entrance. 

233 Dun, Scalasaig, Colonsay 
NR394942 June 1976 

The slight remains of a dun occupy a low rocky outcrop close 
to the shore on the N side of Port an Obain, Scalasaig. No 
walling can be seen on the N side, along the edge of a sheer 
rock face, but elsewhere an intermittent arc of rubble core 
material, with a few outer facing-stones still in position, 
indicates that the dun measured about 18m by 12m 
internally. The entrance was probably on the NE. 
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C. Dun (possible), Sruthan na Cille, Islay (No. 234); plan 

234 Dun (possible), Sruthan na Cille, Islay 
NR378457 May 1980 

What may be the remains of a dun lie on a level shelf at the sw 
end of a short ridge 650 m NW of Portintruan. The site is 
unusual for a dun since, while rising between 2 m and 3 m 
above the level of the surrounding ground, it has no natural 
defensive strength and is overlooked from the immediate NE 
by the summit of the ridge, which is unoccupied except for 
two recent animal pens. In form and size, however, the 
structure is comparable with many duns recorded elsewhere. 

The near circular enclosure has an overall diameter of 
19 m. Its wall survives as a broad band of heavy grass
covered rubble standing up to O' 5 m high. The outer face, 
which can be traced around much of the circumference, is 
formed of large boulders, but nowhere can more than one 
course of walling be seen. No inner facing-stones can be 
identified, but from the extent and density of the rubble 
spread, the original thickness of the wall may be estimated at 
some 3·5 m . On the NE arc a line of narrow stones, which is 
visible about I m within the outer face of the wall, may be an 
internal revetment designed to give additional strength to the 
structure; it may, however, belong to a later building phase. 
The position of the entrance is unclear, but is probably lay on 
the w, where there is an absence of outer facing-stones and a 
marked thinning in the tumbled rubble. Traces of a 
subrectangular structure some 7 m long with a possible 
entrance on the s occupy the centre of the interior; it was 
probably built at a later date and may be contemporary with 
a stone wall, 0·6 m thick and of no great age, which extends 
along the sides and round the sw end of the ridge. 

5'0 

D. Dun, Tobar Fuar, Colonsay (No. 235); plan 

235 Dun, Tobar Fuar, Colonsay 
NR357938 June 1976 

This dun is situated on a low knoll overlooking the shore at 123A 

the NE end of Machrins Bay. Roughly circular on plan, it I22D 

measures about 12·5 m in diameter over a wall which has 
been reduced to a slight stony mound. Several outer facing
stones can be seen on the w, sand E, and the entrance 



probably lay on the NE, where a large stone appears above the 
turf and may form part of the SE side of the passage. 

A. Dun, Tobar Fuar, Colonsay (No. 235), from NNE 

I 

B. Dun, Tniigh Mhachair, Islay (No. 236); plan 

236 Dun, Traigh Mhachair, Islay 
NR205620 July 1975 

A severely denuded dun occupies the summit of a low rocky 
knoll (9 m OD) situated at the s end of Tniigh Mhachair, 
immediately w of the old track leading from Kilchoman to 
Kilchiaran and approximately 1·5 km sw of Kilchoman 
Church (No. 366). 

Roughly subrectangular on plan, it measures about 20 m 
by 13 m within a stone wall now reduced to little more than a 
grass-grown band of core material in which a few short 
stretches of outer facing-stones and a single stone of the inner 
face survive in position. The wall appears to have been about 
3·5 m in average thickness, and there are no visible traces of 
the intramural gallery noted in a previous survey.l The 
entrance was probably situated on the E, where the scatter of 
debris is appreciably slighter. Apart from a small enclosure 
of relatively recent date in the SE portion, the interior is level 
and featureless . 

HUT-CIRCLES, FIEL~YSTEMS, ETC. 

OPEN SETTLEMENTS, 
HUT -CIRCLES, 
FIELD-SYSTEMS AND 
BURNT MOUNDS 

No. 237 

237 Hut-circles, Field-system and Cairns, An Sithean, Islay 
NR250665 November 1981 

About 1 km SE ofCarnduncan the public road B8017 crosses 
a complex of hut-circles, field-banks and cairns overlain-arid 
partly destroyed by the remains of later agriculture; they are 
spread over an area of heather moorland, marsh and rough 
pasture some 14 ha in extent, which falls gently westwards to 
Loch Gorm in a series of natural terraces. In 1981, when the 
ditches bordering the road were mechanically recut, the 
opportunity was taken by Mr J W Barber, of the Central 
Excavation Unit of Scottish Development Department, to 
examine the sections of field-banks thus exposed and to cut 
others in order to seek evidence for the relationship and date 
of the various elements of the complex. The following 
description incorporates a summary of the results of these 
excavations. l 

All eight hut-circles (A- H) appear as roughly circular 
grass- or heather-covered banks of earth and stones which, 
except in the case of A, show evidence of having had a built 
stone face on both sides. Surface indications suggest that A 
and G may differ, either in function or date, from the others, 
which are more substantial. Hut-circle A (NR249664) 
measures 7· 5 m by 8·0 m within a bank up to O· 3 m in height 
and 2 m in average thickness; the position of the entrance is 
uncertain but may have been on the NW, where there is 
noticeably less wall-debris. A roughly circular grass-covered 
stony mound immediately to the sw appears to be of 
relatively recent date. Hut-circle B (NR249664) measures 
about 7 m by 8 m within a wall standing up to 0·95 m in 
height externally and varying from 1·8 m to 2·8 m in 
thickness, with the entrance on the SE. The interior is roughly 
bisected by a wall to make two animal-pens of no great age. 
Hut-circle C (NR251664), the most prominent, stands on a 
small hillock and measures 8 m in diameter within a wall 
which is up to 1· 5 m high above the interior and 4 m thick 
near the entrance on the ESE. Several inner and outer facing
stones survive, and on each side of the entrance the wall turns 
outwards for a short distance. The NW and sw arcs of the wall 
are accompanied by curving external annexes, the one on the 
sw now very poorly preserved; their inner ends appear to 
merge in an indeterminate mass of earth and stones, but their 
outer ends are open. A field-bank,. which merges with the 
annexe wall on the ssw and which diverges from it sharply on 
the N to run down towards the road, has two small recent 
rectangular pens attached to its w side. Hut-circle D 
(NR252663) has a diameter of7·75 m within a wall measuring 
up to 0·7 m in height and 3 m in average thickness, with 
several stretches of inner and outer facing-stones still 
position. The entrance, about 1· 5 m wide, is on the ESE and is 
flanked on the s by a low curving bank. The remains of what 
are probably recent sheep-pens occupy the interior and 
encroach on the wall . Hut-circle E (NR252664) measures 
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No. 237 HUT-CIRCLES, FIELD-SYSTEMS, ETC. 

5·3m in diameter within a wa1l2·25m thick and 0'9m high 
externally; the entrance, on the SE, measures I m in width at 
the inner end and 1·2 m at the outer. On the NW there is an 
open-ended annexe bounded by a low curving wall. A low 

126 penannular stony bank (F; NR250664) appears to be a much 
damaged hut-circle measuring 8·4m by 9.0m within a wall 
3 m thick and up to I m high. The entrance probably lies 
within the broad gap on the SE, and stones cleared from the 
adjacent fields obscure 'much of the wall, while within the 
interior there are traces of a subrectangular sheep-pen. A 
field-bank runs from the hut-wall towards the s and another 
towards the N. Hut-circle G (NR250666) appears for the most 
part as a low stony mound about 8 m by 9·5 m and not more 
than 0·4 m high. The outline of the wall has been obscured by 
the dumping of field-cleared stones but the entrance may 
have faced s, and a spread of stony debris on the wedge of the 
mound may mark the remains of an external curving annexe. 
Hut-circle H (NR252665) is built on the top of a slight hillock 
and measures 5 m by 6 m within a heavily robbed wall 
standing I m high internally. The entrance, on the E, is 
flanked on the s by a curving length of wall. On the NW arc 
there is an open-ended external annexe bounded by a wall 
which springs from the hut-wall on the w. About 15 m to the 
SE there are the remains of two small structures; their purpose 
is not clear, but they may be later sheep-pens similar to those 
already mentioned within the interior of some of the other 
hut-circles. 

Associated with the hut-circles there is a series of banks 
representing the remnant of what must originally have been a 
more extensive field-system; in the area NW of the road and s 
of a modern drystone wall the older remains have been 
largely obliterated by rig-and-furrow cultivation which 
covers an area of about 1·8 ha. The earlier field-boundaries 
can, in general, be distinguished from the more substantial 
banks associated with the rig-and-furrow; the former appear 
as low stony peat-, grass- or heather-covered banks, 
sometimes defined by projecting upright stones, and they 
tend to run in gentle curves making use of the forward edges 
of natural terraces. The bank that is cut by the road 
immediately w of hut-circle B is about 2 m thick and only 
0·15 m high above present ground-level. In the area east of 
hut-circle B, banks define two fields or enclosures of 
subrectangular and trapezoidal plan, measuring about O' 3 ha 
and O' 5 ha in size respectively; gaps in the banks, one at the NE 
angle of the larger field and the other at the wangle of the 
smaller, may be original entrances. On the N side of the road 
the earlier field-banks are, in general, peripheral to the banks 
associated with rig-and-furrow, and in the area N of the 
modem drystone wall only a few traces remain visible, 
including a curvilinear enclosure about 0·12 ha in area. 
Accompanying the hut-circles and field-banks there is a 
scatter of at least fifteen small heather-covered clearance
cairns which, because of the layer of peat that almost covers 
them, appear as low stony mounds measuring, on average, 
2 m in diameter and O· 3 m in height. 

The banks that bound or divide the areas of rig-and
furrow cultivation have been built in a series of short straight 
lengths; like the earlier examples just described, they tend to 
follow the forward edges of natural terraces that divide 
different levels of rig-and-furrow, and some of them have 
served as dumping-places for field-clearance. Some of the 
stones cleared from rig-and-furrow cultivation have been 
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Hut-circles. field-system and cairns, An Sithean, Islay (No. 237); plan 
(scale I :25(0) 
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I 
formed into the cairns measuring up to 15 m by 10 m that 
adjoin such plots but other examples of these larger cairns 
may have originated in the earlier period, and the large 
accumulation of stones (I) may conceal the remains of a 
ninth hut-circle similar to those already described. Attached 
to the later field-banks there are three small subrectangular 
structures (J, K and L) of which one, K, may be a corn-drying 
kiln . 

The sections cut through the field-banks and the walls of 
hut-circles C and E showed that human activity on the site 
could be divided into at least four periods. The evidence for 
the earliest period was derived from pollen samples sealed 
under the wall of hut-circle E and beneath some of the field
banks; this indicated that cereal-cultivation was already 
taking place before any of these features had been 
constructed. In the second period the hut-circles and the 
field-banks apparently associated with them were built, and 
cereal-cultivation was again practised; a terminus post quem 
for this phase is provided by a single radiocarbon 
determination of 975 bc±60 (Gu- 1474) produced from a 
sample of cereal pollens recovered from immediately beneath 
the wall of hut-circle E. The end of the second period is 
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Hut-circles, An Sithean, lslay (No. 237 , A- H); plans 

marked by a growth of peat over the whole site, but 
structural alterations to the walls of hut-circles C and E, and 
to some of the field-banks, suggest a third period of activity, 
albeit on a much-reduced scale. There was, however, no 
evidence of cereal-cultivation during this phase, which is 
tentatively assigned to the Iron Age or later. The fourth 
period saw the introduction of rig-and-furrow cultivation 
probably in post-medieval times. 
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J. Hut-circle, Ardilistry River, Islay (No. 238); plan 

238 Hut-circle, Ardilistry River, Islay 
NR427490 June 1980 

A remarkably substantial hut-circle lies on a level grass
covered shelf to the ssw of a low ridge I · I km NW of Tigh 



Rhaonastil. The stone wall, which is 2·2 m thick and up to 
I m high in five courses, encloses an oval area 8 m by 10 m. 
Outer and inner facing-stones are well preserved on the s arc, 
'but the N arc has been extensively robbed to provide material 
for the three later pens that have been constructed against it 
on the outside. The entrance probably lay on the wsw where 
there is a 2 m-wide break in the wall, but there is a second, 
narrower, break on the E, which could also have provided 
access . The interior is level , with a pen of recent date abutting 
the s arc of the wall. Two lines of stones, of unknown 
purpose, run to the E and w of the hut-circle for 2 m and 3 m 
respectively. 

N 

A. Hut-circles, Ardmenish, Jura (No. 239); plan 

239 Hut-circles, Ardmenish, Jura 
NR 565734 April 1979 

This pair of hut-circles is situated on the N bank of the 
Abhainn a' Gharbh-achaidh and immediately SE of the road 
from Knockrome to Ardmenish. 

Both hut-circles are roughly circular, measuring about 
6·5m (A) and 7m (B) in diameter respectively within what 
are now stony banks up to 3·5 m thick and 0·35 m high; a few 
inner and outer facing-stones are visible. The entrance to hut
circle A is on the SSE and that to B on the SE. The interiors are 
levelled into the slope, which falls gently from NW to SE. To 
the SSE of B there is a jumble of stones, perhaps representing 
the remains of a third hut-circle. There is no trace of a wall 
enclosing the hut-circles 1 and to the N there is an area of rig
and-furrow cultivation with associated stone clearance
cairns. 

C. Hut-circle, Ardnave I, islay(No. 241), from s 

HUT·CIRCLES, FIELD-SYSTEMS, ETC. No. 241 
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B. Hut-circle, Ardmore, Islay (No. 240); plan 

240 Hut-circle, Ardmore, Islay 
NR468512 May 1980 

This hut-circle, which lies on a low ridge 750 m NNE of 
Ardmore among later agricultural enclosures and field
banks, measures 8 m by 7·5 m within a wall up to O· 5 m high . 
The wall is considerably overgrown, but several large 
irregularly-shaped inner and outer facing-stones can be 
traced , giving a thickness of between 1·8 m and 2 m. The 
entrance lies on the SE, where two large slabs set on edge form 
the sides of an entrance-passage 2 m wide. A later 
subrectangular structure lies in the centre of the hut-circle, 
with traces of another in the area of the entrance. 

241 Hut-circle, Ardnave 1, Islay (Site) 
NR287730 September 1978 

A stone-walled structure, which became exposed by wind 
erosion in an area of sand-dunes 430 m E of Ardnave, was 
excavated in 1976 1 and has since been reburied by blown 
sand. The building had an internal diameter of5·75 m with its 
wall built against the outer edge of a I m-wide construction 
trench cut into the slope ofa sand-dune. The N arc of the wall, 
where the pressure of the sand was greatest, comprised a 
bottom course of orthostats angled against the thrust of the 
dune, and upper courses of drystone walling; elsewhere the 
wall was formed by orthostats with thin panels of water
worn pebbles between them. There was a gap 0·25 m wide in 
the sw arc. Within the same quadrant there were two stone 
settings which may have supported posts (b). The entrance, 
on the E, was approached by a short passage I · 5 m long and 
1·2 m wide, the outer end of which was marked by two 
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A. Location map of monuments at Ardnave, Islay 
(scale 1:25,000) 

Hut-circle, Ardnave I, Islay (No. 241) 
B. plan (scale I: 100) 
C. detail of walling on NW 



N 

I 

orthostats. The interior was level, with two areas of black 
carbonised material which may have been hearths. Two post
holes were found, one in a nearly central position and the 
other close to the inner face of the wall on the sw side (a); 
while their function was unclear, they may have been related 
to the roof structure. The date of the building is not known, 
the only finds being small un diagnostic sherds of pottery, a 
bone needle and a few animal bones. A secondary feature, 
consisting of a pit filled with limpets, had been cut through 
the floor of the house . Some 4· 5 m to the N of the building, a 
hearth , with some pottery sherds on it and some corroded 
fragments of iron nearby, was discovered, apparently 
unassociated with any structure. 

i 1s I 

A. Hut-circle, Ardnave 2, Islay (No. 242); plan (scale I: 100) 

242 Hut-circle and Enclosure, Ardnave 2, Islay (Sites) 
NR288745 October 1980 

l28A Excavations in the sand-dunes 1·8 km NE of Ardnave carried 
out between 1977 and 1980 revealed a house of Bronze Age 
date overlain by midden deposits, two hearths of Iron Age 
date, and a stone-walled enclosure, the date of which is not 
known. This account is a summary of the published report. I 

This house had not been a free-standing structure but had 
been set in a hollow in the sand-dunes; the w side had been 

l29A destroyed by erosion, but the wall-face on the other three 

HUT-CIRCLES, FIELD-SYSTEMS, ETC. No. 243 

sides remained intact, the enclosed area measuring 9 m by at 
least 7 m. The wall stood to a height of 0·9 m, built upon a 
foundation of massive boulders. The entrance had 
presumably been on the w side. A hearth , situated a little to 
the N of the centre of the interior and underlying a secondary 
wall, provided a radiocarbon date of 1730 bc ± 65 (GU- 1439). 
Although there were many internal post-holes, no coherent 
pattern could be made out. The N third of the house was 
remodelled to form a smaller dwelling measuring some 4· 5 m 
by 3 m; this made use of the N wall of the original house, but 
an internal wall was added with a pair of large portal-stones 
on each side of the entrance. Immediately in front of the 
entrance there was a pit, which contained a complete Food I OC 

Vessel. Radiocarbon dates for material from the occupation 
levels within the smaller house range from 1737 bc ± 60 (GU-
1114)to 1375bc±80(Gu- 1274). 

Subsequently the structures were engulfed by blown sand, 
but layers of midden material , overlying the sand and 
containing pottery, flint and bones, provided a radiocarbon IOD 

date of 1280 bc ± 120 (Gu-1272), suggesting that occupation 
continued in the immediate vicinity of the house. 

In 1977, at a point some 22 m NW of the house, a hearth was 
uncovered; D-shaped on plan, it measured 0·85 m by 0·68 m 
within slabs that protruded up to 0·18 m above the paved 
floor. It was associated with a bronze rosette-headed pin and 
a bronze brooch, belonging to distinctive types of 3rd- or 4th
century AD date. A second hearth, excavated in 1980 some 
10 m sw of the house, was found to have been disturbed , but 
two uprights and an area of paving survived, showing that it 
had originally measured about 1·2 m by 0·7 m; charcoal from 
it provided a radiocarbon date of ad 195 ± 60 (Gu-1443) for 
this occupation horizon . 

To the w of the house the wall ofa rectilinear enclosure can 
still be detected, the E part of which, however, has been 
destroyed; measuring 30 m from N to s, the stones of the wall 
provide a slight revetment holding back the sand from the 
enclosed area. No signs of a cultivated land-surface were 
found inside and the date and purpose of the enclosure are 
not known. 

The first hearth and some pottery vessels are preserved in 
the Museum of Islay Life, Port Charlotte; the remaining 
small finds are in the National Museum of Antiquities of 
Scotland. 
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B. Hut-circle, Balnahard, Colonsay (No. 243); plan 

243 Hut-circle, Balnahard, Colonsay 
NR413998 April 1981 

This hut-circle is situated on a s-facing slope 400 m NNW of 
Balnahard farmhouse. It measures 5 m in diameter within a 
stone wall about 1·5 m thick and 0·3 m high; only one outer 
facing-stone can be seen, but there is a considerable stretch of 
the inner face visible on the NE and two stones on the sw. A 
slight reduction in the height of the wall on the NW may mark 
the position of the entrance. 
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Hut-circle and field-system Beinn Amicil, Colonsay (No. 244); plan (scale 1:2500) 

244 Hut-circle and Field-system, Beinn Arnicil, Colonsay 
NR373918 April 1979 

Beinn Arnicil is situated to the w of the public road from 
Scalasaig to the Strand and immediately N of Teampull a' 
Ghlinne (No. 390). Rising to a height of83 m OD, it is flanked 
on the NW by a series of crags and elsewhere by rocky slopes, 
which on the E are interrupted by a number of narrow 
terraces. On the NE and E slopes there are a hut-circle, four 
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small enclosures and a field-system, which are described 
below, as well as a dun which is recorded under No. 202. 

The hut-circle (A) is situated at the mouth of a gully 75 m 
SE of the summit cairn; it comprises a roughly circular 
chamber, 5·5 m in internal diameter, and three smaller 
chambers ranging from 4 m to 1 -5 m in diameter. The walls 
are faced with roughly coursed masonry and rise to a 
maximum height of O' 5 m. The circular chamber is entered 



from the SE through two of the outer chambers, with the 
smaller possibly serving as a porch; the other entrance to the 
porch has an upright slab on the E side of the passage. The 
fourth chamber opens directly to the exterior on the SE. 
Immediately inside the entrance to the circular chamber 
there is an upright pillar of stone, 0·8 m in height, of 
unknown function. 

Running along the crest of the gully to the NE of the hut
circle, there is a stone-revetted bank which terminates in a 
roughly-built oval enclosure, possibly a hut (B), measuring 
up to 4 m in diameter internally. On a gently sloping terrace 
SE of the hut-circle there is an L-shaped stretch of a stony 
bank; only part of the bank is exposed above the peat, which 
blankets much of the hillside, but it may have formed an 
enclosure abutting the cliff to the s. 

There are three other small stone-walled enclosures or huts 
on the hillside (C, D and E). Enclosure C, which lies 45 m SE 
of the summit cairn, is oval and measures 4 m by 6 m within a 
stony bank now almost completely masked by peat. 
Enclosures D and E are situated 170 m ENE and 210 m NE 
respectively of the summit cairn; the former is roughly 
circular and measures 3 m in diameter internally, while 
enclosure Eis oval measuring 6· 5 m by 4 m. 

The field-boundaries consist of stony mounds, about I m 
thick and 0·2 m high, which incorporate closely-spaced 
upright slabs up to 0-45 m high; the uprights sometimes occur 
at intervals of as little as 0·3 m but are often much more 
widely spaced. On a terrace immediately below the summit 
cairn a stretch of wall forms a pear-shaped enclosure 
measuring 30 m by 28 m; in the past 1 this enclosure has been 
interpreted as a stone circle, as the upright stones are 
particularly large, but there is no reason to believe that it 
does not form part of the field-system. Elsewhere the walls 
form linear boundaries which cross the hillside before being 
lost in the lower marshy ground; sometimes short stretches 
were used to cut off gullies, particularly on the steep w face of 
the hill. Several short lengths of walling, possibly forming 
part of this system, can be seen in deep heather to the W of the 
area shown on the plan, and on the NE the wall running 
eastwards from enclosure D begins again some 50 m to the E 
and continues for at least 150 m before being lost in deep 
heather. 

In addition to the hut-circle and field-system, there is a dun 
(F) described under No. 202; a ruined rectangular building 
(G) and a patch of rig-and-furrow cultivation; a section of 
abandoned roadway with flanking ditches; and scattered 
elsewhere on the hillside, several shieling-like structures. 
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A. Hut-circle, Beinn Bheag, Colonsay(No. 245); plan 

245 Hut-circle, Beinn Bheag, Colonsay 
NR405986 April 1981 

304B This hut-circle (G on Fig.) is situated on a terrace on the sw 
flank of Beinn Bheag between the summit and the track to 
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Balnahard, and immediately below the lower enclosure 
described under No. 419. 

Oval on plan , it measures 6·8 m by 6·3 m within a stone 
wall 1·8 m thick and up to 0·5 m high ; the entrance is on the 
SSE, with a large stone block marking the inner end of the w 
side of the passage. At a later period , possibly much later, the 
area of the interior was reduced by the insertion of a cross 
wall, 0·8 m thick and 0·2 m high, which forms a 
subrectangular enclosure measuring about 5 m by 4·5 m with 
an entrance on the SE. 

246 Burnt Mounds, Borraichill Mor, Bridgend, Islay 
November 1981 

Four burnt mounds have been recorded near Borraichill 
Mor, Bridgend, two of them to the NW and two to the SE. 

(I) The first (NR307652) is situated on the E side of the road 
between West Carrabus and Coullabus, about 130 m s of the 
point where it crosses the Abhainn Ghlas, and immediately s 
of a small tributary. Crescentic on plan , with the open end to 
the N, the mound measures 6·5 m from N to s by 4·8 m 
transversely and 0·3 m in maximum height. Excavation 
revealed that it is composed of heat-shattered stones set in a 
matrix of charcoal-packed soil; the charcoal provided 
material for a radiocarbon determination of 1745 be ± 60 
(Gu- 1465). 1 

(2) The second mound (NR 309652), situated 160 m to the E, 
could not be located on the date of visit. 2 

(3) The third mound (NR 316645) lies 600 m SE of 
Borraichill Mor and 200 m SE of the hut-circle No. 247, 2, on 
the s bank of an unnamed stream. It is crescentic on plan, 
with the open end facing the stream, and measures I1 m by 
9mand 1·3minheight. 

(4) The fourth mound (NR318645) is situated in heathery 
moorland 250 m E of (3) and 600 m NW of East Carrabus. 
Measuring 7·0 m by 5·2 m and 1·2 m in height, it appears to 
be either a burnt mound or a partly robbed prehistoric 
burial-cairn. 

lftH IF~~~=-~~~~~~==IO~o __ _ 
100 200 300 ·wo 

B. Hut-circles, field -system and cairns, Borraichi ll Mor, 
Bridgend, Islay(No. 247 , I); plan (scale 1:2500) 

247 Hut-circles, Field-system and Cairns, Borraichill Mor, 
Bridgend, Islay 
(I) NR310645 
(2) NR 313647 and 315646 May 1980 

(I) There are two hut-circles and a group of small cairns 131B 

situated on a level triangular shelf to the s of Borraichill Mor; 
the remains of the dun No. 182 occupy the top of the rocky 
knoll 50 m to the E. The better preserved hut-circle measures 
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A. Hut-circles and field-system, Borraichill Mor, Bridgend, Islay, 
(No. 247 , 2); plan (scale 1:25(0) 

B. Hut-circle and enc'losure, Carn Bhioghairt, Islay (No. 249); plan 

5 m in diameter within a turf-covered bank 2 m thick and 
0·3 m high with traces of a slight surrounding quarry-ditch; 
the entrance, 0·6 m wide, is in the SE quadrant. Some 4 m to 
the NE, the second hut measures 8· 5 m in diameter within a 
bank 2 m thick and o· 3 m high; only the NW half survives but 
the entrance was probably in the SE quadrant. To the w of the 
two huts there is a group of small heather-covered cairns 
measuring, on average, 3 m in diameter and 0·5 m in height. 

J31A (2) In an area of heather-covered, peaty moorland to the 
SE of Borraichill Mor, there are two hut-circles, one of them 
apparently set to one side of a roughly rectangular enclosure 
measuring 150 m by 70 m and built of upright stones. This 
hut is about 6·5m in internal diameter within a wall now 
represented by a stony bank 2 m thick and O· 7 m high, with an 
entrance on the SE side. Several outer facing-stones are 
visible. The second hut-circle, 180 m to the E, lies on the w side 
of a turf wall, which has destroyed its SE quadrant. It 
measures about 7 m internally within a bank 2 m thick and 
0·4mhigh. 

248 Hut-circle (possible), Bruthach Breac, Islay 
NR286457 May 1980 

On a shoulder of open moorland 160m N of the Abhainn Allt 
Astail, and about 800 m s of the earthwork No. 452, there is a 
roughly circular enclosure which may be the remains of a 
hut-circle. Situated in the angle formed by two recent 
boundary-dykes, the enclosure measures about 6 m in 
diameter within a heather-covered, stony bank about 3 m 
thick and not more than O· 3 m high. The entrance probably 
lay on the E, where there is a pronounced dip in the bank; the 
short lengths of bank that flank the approach to this dip from 
the outside appear to be secondary. A linear bank of similar 
character and some 10 m in length, which lies 5 m to the Nand 
is apparently truncated by the adjacent boundary-dykes, 
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may possibly be part of a field-system contemporary with the 
enclosure. 

249 Hut-circle and Enclosure, Carn Bhioghairt, Islay 
NR256665 June 1979 

A ditched enclosure containing a stone-walled hut-circle 
straddles the summit of a low heather-covered ridge J318 

1·4 km wsw of Grainel. The hut-circle, which is levelled into 
the ridge, lies near the centre of the enclosure. Its wall 
survives as a bank, covered with turf and heather, and 
standing up to 0·6 m above a level grass-covered interior 
which measures 4·2 m by 4·8 m. Only one outer facing-stone 
remains, but a short stretch and some individual stones of the 
inner face are in position, giving a thickness for the wall of 
between 1·5 m and 2 m. The entrance lies on the SE, the inner 
end of the passage marked by two large orthostats set 1·9 m 
apart. A narrow annexe is attached to the NW arc of the hut
circle, where the wall is lower than elsewhere. The inner side 
of the annexe is formed by the wall of the hut-circle, while the 
outer wall appears as a low stony bank defining an area 8 m 
by 1·5 m with the NEend open. 

The sharply profiled ditch encloses an irregular area 
measuring 70 m by 55 m. It is 0·5 m deep and measures 
between 2 m and 3 m in width lip to lip and between I · 5 m and 
2 m at the base; there is no trace of the upcast from the ditch 
on either side. On the SE arc its course cannot be traced with 
certainty through marshy ground , but there is a well-marked 
entrance-causeway, 2·5 m wide, on thew. 

250 Hut-circle, Carn Mor, Islay 
NR405470 May 1980 

This substantial stone-walled hut-circle lies below the 
summit ofOirn Mor, 130m wsw of the chambered cairn No. 
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A. Hut-circle, Carn Mor, Islay (No. 250); plan 

4; the site is overlooked from NE and NNW and has only 
moderate natural defensive strength. The rubble wall, which 
is 2 m thick and stands up to 1·1 m above the ground outside, 
surrounds a level interior some 7·5 m in diameter. Only a few 
outer facing-stones remain, while several stretches of inner 
face survive, though nowhere more than one course high. 
The entrance was probably on the E, where the tumbled 
rubble is less dense. On the s arc a pen of relatively recent date 
partly overlies the wall of the hut-circle. Other similar, but 
slighter, structures have been built against or within the wall 
debris. 

251 Hut-circle (possible), Cnoc na Lice-Muilinn, Islay 
NR416489 June 1979 

The last vestiges of what may have been a hut-circle occupy a 
level area below a rocky knoll 2·4 km WNW of Ardilistry. 
There is an entrance facing w, but the structure is so ruinous 
that other details of its form and size cannot be established. 
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B. Hut-circle, Cornabus Cottage, Islay (No. 252); plan 

252 Hut-circle, Cornabus Cottage, Islay 
NR336469 November 1981 

Situated 140 m NE of Cornabus Cottage, on a slight rise in 
rough grassland, there is a hut-circle measuring 5·4 m by 
4·8 m within what has evidently been a substantial bank 
about 3 m thick and still up to I m high internally and 1·2 m 
externally. Although a few large stones are visible in the 
bank, it appears to be composed predominantly of earth and 
small stones; a gap on the s, I m wide, may be an original 
entrance. On the E side of the hut-circle there is a curious 
curving feature, now so distorted that its true structure and 
function are no longer apparent. 

253 Hut-circle, Corr Dhunan, Colonsay 
NR384951 April 1981 

Occupying a hollow on the s flank on Corr Dhunan, about 
m c 400 m NW of the dun No. 180, there is a hut-circle which 

measures 5· 5 m in diameter within a wall 1·6 m thick and 
0·4 m high. Much of the inner face and short stretches of the 
outer face survive in position. The entrance lies on the s, and 
outside it there is a stone-revetted forecourt. A hook-like 
annexe has been added to the w of the entrance. 

HUT-CIRCLES; fiELD-SYSTEMS, ETC. No , 254 

C. Hut-circle, Corr Dhunan, Colonsay (No. 253); plan 

254 Hut-circle, Creagfinn, Islay 
NR449528 June 1980 

This turf-covered hut-circle lies on a level grassy terrace 
overlooking a shallow valley I· 7 km NW of Kintour. Its wall, 
which survives as a stony bank I· 7 m thick standing up to 
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D. Hut-circle, Creagfinn, Islay (No. 254); plan 

O' 5 m above the exterior ground-level, encloses a level and 
featureless area 6·5 m in diameter; several stretches of the 
outer and the inner face, constructed of large irregularly-set 
stones, remain. The position of the entrance is uncertain: 
there is a break in the wall some 3·5 m wide on the sw arc and 
a gap of I· 3 m on the NE, with no trace of any entrance 
structure in either. 
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E. Hut-circle and enclosure, CuI a' Bhaile, Jura (No. 255); plan 
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Hut-circle, Cui a' Bhaile, Jura (No. 255), showing internal features (scale I: 100) 

255 Hut-circle and Enclosure, Cui a' Bhaile, Jura 
NR 549726 June 1980 

J33E This hut-circle and its surrounding endosure are situated in 
open moorland I km NW of Knockrome on the SE flank of an 
isolated rocky knoll (80 m OD) which forms part of the 
watershed between Lowlandman's Bay and Loch na Mile. 
Between 1976 and 1980 the hut-circle and sections of the 
enclosure were excavated by the Commission's officers, and 
the following account is a summary of the published report. I 

The enclosure measures 78 m by 65 m within an irregular 
stone wall about I· 5 m thick and, where best preserved under 
the peat that swamps much of the site, up to 0·7 m high. 
Although it is entirely of drystone construction, more than 

134 

one building-technique was used: on the E the wall is roughly 
coursed with a near vertical inner face, while on the s it is of 
simple dump construction. No trace of an entrance could be 
found. 

The hut-circle lies at the foot of the knoll, occupying the 
driest and most sheltered part of the enclosure. Before 
excavation it appeared as a low annular mound about !Om 
in diameter over all with a few possible outer facing-stones 
visible, and with a ruined lambing-pen at its centre. 
Excavation revealed that the house had been in use over a 
long period of time, and had been modified and rebuilt on 
several occasions. 

In the earliest period (I) the interior measured 7·5 m in 134 



diameter within a stone-footed turf wall I m thick and at 
least 0-4 m high. Immediately within the line of the inner face 
there was a ring of stake-holes which had probably held the 
upright members of a wattle lining for the wall. The roof was 
suPP?rted on a ring of eight posts, with additional posts 
formtng a porch structure at the entrance, which lay on the s. 
Flanking the s half of the wall there was a shallow drainage 
gully. The only internal features were numerous stake-holes 
some of which appeared to form radial divisions, and ~ 
central hearth which remained a constant feature throughout 
the life of the house. 

The house was remodelled in Period 2 by adding an extra 
outer face to the wall on the s and by more radical rebuilding 
on the N. This N- S division was reflected in the interior, where 
on the s the wattle lining was replaced by a plank- or post
built screen set in a bedding-trench, while on the N no trace of 
an inner lining was found . At the same time a new roof was 
erected on a replacement post-ring, and outside the entrance 
a rectilinear paved forecourt was laid over the existing gravel 
surface. 

In the final phase (Period 3) the wall was again remodelled, 
but more extensively than in the preceding period. A well
built and almost perfectly circular outer kerb was added, 
along with a poorly constructed stone inner revetment, 
which reduced the interior diameter to about 6 m and 
increased the wall thickness from I m in Period I to a 
maximum of 3 m. The post-ring was replaced at least twice 
during this period and the paved forecourt was enlarged. 

The finds included: stone hammers; a range of flint tools, 
flakes and cores; worked stones; and a small amount of 
pottery probably representing two vessels. Four radiocarbon 
dates were obtained from charcoal associated with the 
house: 1265 bc ± 80 (GU-1384), from the Period 2 screen slot; 
980 bc±65 (Gu- 1383), from between the Period I and 2 
forecourt surfaces; 940 bc ± 55 (Gu- 1385), from the filling of 
the Period I external drainage ditch; 795 bc ± 70 (Gu- 1386), 
from core material of the Period 2 wall. 

The only remaining features of note were two small 
patches of multi phase ard-marks found beneath the Period I 
wall-footings on the N side of the house. 
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Hut-circle, Druim a' Chreagain , Jura (No. 256); plan 

256 Hut-circle, Druim a' Chreagain, Jura 
NR512656 April 1979 

This hut-circle is situated on a gentle SE-facing slope in an 
area of open moorland. Roughly circular on plan , it 
measures about 7 m in diameter within a stony bank 
measuring up to 3 m in thickness and O' 5 m in height. The 
interior is levelled into the slope, and the entrance, which is 
on the E, is 1·7 m wide with two facing-stones of the passage 
visible on the s and one on the N. Immediately to the s of the 
entrance a mound of rubble 0·6 m high abuts the house-wall . 
A short distance to the w there is a recent agricultural 

HUT·CIRCLES, FIELl}-SYSTEMS, ETC. No. 257 

enclosure, and to the SE there is at least one field-clearance 
cairn. 

257 Hut-circle, Field-system and Cairns, Druim Mor, 
Oronsay 
NR3587 April 1979 

Situated on Druim M6r, the broad peninsula that forms the 
sw limb of Oronsay, there are the extensive remains of a 
multiperiod field-system, several groups of cairns and a hut
circle . The various elements are described as they occur from 
swto NE(Opp. p. 136). 

(I) On the top of the raised beach on Rubha Caol thereisa 
group of banks and cairns separated from Druim M6r by a 
low stony bank which cuts across the neck of the peninsula. 
To the s there is a stretch of bank 2 m thick and O· 3 m high 
whIch turns sharply back on itself, and which for part of its 
course is flanked by a shallow ditch (A). In the uncleared 
ground to the w of this bank there are a few round cairns 
between 2 m and 3 m in diameter and up to 0·4 m in height, 
and an oval cairn 9 m long and 0·3 m high . A further two 
cairns, 3 m in diameter and 0·3 m in height, are situated on 
the top of the bank. Also within the enclosure formed by this 
bank there are the remains of a rectangular stone-built kelp
ktln . Any possible extension of these banks and cairns to the 
E has been destroyed by rig-and-furrow cultivation. 

(2) In a slight hollow between (I) and the upper raised
storm-beach there are two stretches of stony bank and 
several cairns. The more southerly bank, which measures 2 m 
in thickness and 0·2 m in height, is probably the remains of a 
subrectangular enclosure (B), the fourth side having been 
destroyed by the modern track. About 25 m to the N there is a 
short straight stretch of bank measuring 2 m in thickness and 
0·2 m in height behind which there are at least five cairns 
ranging from 2 m to 3 m in diameter and up to 0-4 m in 
height. 

(3) The largest and most impressive group of remains is 
situated on the crest of the upper raised-storm-beach and 
extends for some distance on the raised beach to the NE (C). It 
comprises at least fifty-five cairns and stretches of banking 
belongtng to at least two periods, and is overlain by rig-and
furrow cultivation which except for two outlying cairns has 
probabl~ destroyed the northward extension of this group. 
The earhest features appear to be a series of stony banks, 
measunng between 2 m and 5 m in thickness and up to 0·6 m 
in height, which form part of a field-system made up of a 
number of relatively small enclosures. In addition, there is a 
larger enclosure (D), built up against a bank which flanked 
the group~ on the wand s with a spur extending towards (2) . 
The tntenor of D is largely soil-less, being composed of 
raised-beach pebbles. In at least two instances cairns have 
been built on top of the banks, and it is therefore possible 
that the majority of the cairns are later than the banks. The 
cairns measure up to 6· 5 m in diameter and 0·8 m in height. 
Later ploughing and stone-clearing has elongated some of 
them, and a few may be of comparatively recent date. 
Possibly contemporary with the rig-and-furrow cultivation is 
a stretch of earth-and-stone dyke which has been built on top 
of the earlier bank forming the E side of enclosure D. It then 
continues northwards along the line of the earlier flanking 
banks and forms part of an extensive enclosure-system. 

(4) About 150 m ENE of (3), on a slight rise on the crest of 
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A. Field-system and cairns, Druim Mor, Oronsay (No. 257); view from s 
B. Hut-circle, Druim Mor, Oronsay (No. 257), from SE 

Druim Mor, there are four cairns and a hut-circle (E). The 
largest of the cairns has been elongated by ploughing and 
measures about 10· 5 m in length, 4 m in breadth and 0·6 m in 
height; the other cairns are circular, measuring between 3 m 
and 5 m in diameter and up to 0·6 m in height. To the NE of the 

J36B cairns there is a well-preserved hut-circle measuring about 
6 m in diameter within an earth-and-stone bank 0·75 m high; 
the entrance is on the SE. The interior is slightly lower than the 
surrounding ground, and it is likely that the material for the 
bank was scraped up from the interior. 

(5) On the crest of Druim Mar, about 215 m ENE of (4), 
there is a group of twenty-four cairns and six stretches of 
bank (F). Several cairns have been clipped by rig-and-furrow 
cultivation, and the banks appear to be the last fragments of 
a formerly larger system. The cairns range from 1·5 m to 5 m 
in diameter and stand to a maximum height of 0·7 m; the 
banks measure up to 4·8 m in thickness and 0·6 m in height. 
One cairn has been built on top of a bank. Some of the cairns, 
particularly those on the w, have been enlarged by recent 
field-clearance and others may be wholly of recent date. 
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(6) To the E of (5) there are a number of cairns scattered 
over a wide area extending to the E of a nineteenth-century 
wall which cuts off the sw end of Druim Mor. They range 
from 2 m to 4 m in diameter and measure up to O· 7 m in 
height. At least one recent clearance-heap is visible amongst 
the cairns. 

The earliest features on Druim Mar appear to be the banks 
at (2), (3), (5), and possibly at (I), which formed part of a 
field-system of prehistoric date which may have been 
contemporary with the hut-circle at (4). At (I), (3) and (5), 
where a relationship between the cairns and the banks can be 
established, the cairns are later than the banks and may 
represent a period of agricultural abandonment within the 
prehistoric period. The function of the cairns is not certain, 
but some, at least, may cover burials. The date of the rig-and
furrow cultivation is not known and it may relate to 
comparatively recent occupation, but it was probably 
abandoned by the time of the agricultural improvements 
made on the island in the nineteenth century. 
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A. Hut-ci rcle a nd field-system, Druim nam Faoi leann , Co lonsay 
(No. 258); plan 

258 Hut-circle and Field-system, Druim nam Faoileann, 
Colonsay 
NR359960 April 1981 

Situated on the w bank of an un mapped stream about I km 
NNW of Kilchattan Old Pa rish Church (No. 364), there is a 
hut-circle which lies at the rear of a gently sloping terrace 
where a gully gives access to the top of the sea-cliffs. Oval on 
plan, it measures 4·5 m by 5·5 m within a low earthen bank 
which has a core of large stones; the position of the entrance 
is uncerta in but it was probably on the E, with the large stone 
now lying dislodged in the interior forming part of the 
entrance-passage. 

Possibly contemporary with the hut-circle, there is a stony 
rickle, I m broad and 0·2 m high , which run s down the w side 
of the gully, around the rear of the terrace to the stream and 
continues on the other bank for a short distance . 

There are seven ri gs o r lazy-beds on the terrace in front of 
the hut circle; the uppermost is interrupted by the hut wall, 
but it is not clear whether the hut-circle is earlier or la ter than 
the cultivation. Erosion by the stream has all but removed an 
eart hen bank which lay between it a nd the rig cultivation. 

B. Hut -circle, Duich , Islay(No. 259); plan 

259 Hut-circle, Duich, Islay 
NR3 19546 June 1980 

This large hut-circle is situa ted 200 m N of Duich in level 
moorland on the N side of the Duich Ri ver. Its wall , which 
encloses a slightly dished interior measuring 9 m by 9·5 m, 
has been reduced to a peat-covered bank O' 5 m high; the bank 
has an average thickness of 2· 5 m, increasing to 3 m on each 
side of the en trance gap, 3 m wide, situated on the SE. A 
modern fence crosses the s arc. 

H UT-CIRCLES, FIELD-SYSTEMS, ETC. No. 260 

C. Enclosure a nd field-system, Dunan Ulbha, Jura (No. 260); 
plan (scale 1:2500) 

260 Enclosure, Dunan Ulbha, Jura 
NR 523654 April 1979 

On the sw flank of Dunan Ulbha, a rocky knoll 600 m sw of 
Crackaig, there is a roughly circular enclosure which 
measures about 15 m in diameter within a wall 1·8 m thick. 
On the S the wall has been severely robbed, but considerable 
stretches of the lowest course of the outer face and at least 
three inner facing-stones are still in position; on the N a recent 
stone wall has been built on top of the enclosure wall, largely 
obscuring the outer face, except for a short stretch on the 
WNW. The entrance is on the w. 

In the interior there are the remains of two structures built 
up against the enclosure wall. The la rger is oval on plan, 
measures about 12 m by 10 m within a boulder-revetted bank 
up to 0·2 m high , and was entered from the sw. The smaller is 
roughly rectangula r, measuring 5·5 m by 4·5 m, with an 
entrance on the sw. The precise chronological relationship of 
the enclosure to the inner structures cannot be ascertained 
without excavation; the enclosure is earlier than the inner 
structures, but they may have been in use at the same time. 

H1F fr. ~ 100 

D. Enclosure, Dunan Ulbha, Jura (No. 260); plan 

Besides the recent wall that crosses the enclosure from NE 

to sw there is a series of earlier walls (A - D) which radiate 
outwards from the enclosure wa ll and which may be broadly 
contemporary with it. They comprise lines of boulders, 
which, in the case of A and B, are buried, in places, by up to 
O· 75 m of peat. B has been incorporated in the more recent 
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1 

Field-systems and cairns, Garvard, Colonsay (No. 261); plan (scale 1:2500) 

wall close to the enclosure, while D has been overlain by a 
recent wall at its further end, and C has been robbed away. 
To the sw of the enclosure there is an extensive area of rig
and-furrow cultivation surrounded by earth-and-stone 
walls. For further discussion of this enclosure, see the 
Introduction, p. 25. 

261 Field-systems and Cairns, Garvard, Colonsay 
NR363907 April 1981 

In the broad valley that leads from Cuirn Mhora to the 
Strand, about 700 m sw of Garvard farmhouse , there are a 
number of small cairns and a complex sequence of field
boundaries. The later fields are of comparatively recent 
origin, but the earlier examples may date from the prehistoric 
period . 

There are at least twenty-eight small cairns, ranging from 
2 m to 7 m in diameter by up to I m in height, and, apart from 
a compact group in enclosure A, they are widely spread over 
the central portion of the site. Outside enclosure A later rig
and-furrow cultivation has damaged many of the cairns, and 
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some may be been removed completely, while others have 
had field-gathered stones added to them. 

Three types of field-boundary are present: drystone walls, 
composed of horizontal and vertical slabs; stony banks, 
measuring up to 2 m in thickness and 0·3 m in height; and 
stone-cored turf banks up to 2·5 m thick and 0·8 m high. The 
stony banks are restricted to the w of the site, and besides 
isolated stretches of banking they form parts of two 
enclosures (A. B). The N part of A contains rig-and-furrow 
cultivation but it stops short of the eight cairns in the s half. 
The primary function of the drystone wall appears to have 
been to isolate a large part of the valley floor. On the w it 
complements a section of the stony bank, but at enclosure B 
it seems to be in a secondary position, while in the SE it is 
overlain by the turf bank. Although the chronological 
relationship between the stony bank and drystone wall 
cannot be determined with certainty, it is probable that the 
stony bank and the cairns are the earliest features, with the 
drystone wall being built later but used in conjunction with 
the stony banks. The turf dykes represent a new agricultural 
system which owes little to the earlier pattern and probably 
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Hut-circles. field-system and cairns. Glacan Daraich. Islay (No. 263); plan (scale 1:2500) 

dates to the relatively recent past, whereas the earlier 
elements may be prehistoric in date. 

Besides the large enclosures there are three smaller 
enclosures (C- E) the date and purpose of which are 
unknown, 

262 Hut-circle (possible), Gearach, Islay 
NR 222591 November 1981 

A turf-covered bank of earth and stones enclosing an area 
3-4 m by 3·8 m, situated in a slight hollow in open moorland 
200 m ssw ofGearach, may be the last vestiges of a hut-circle , 
The bank is I m thick and up to 0·25 m high, with a few outer 
and inner facing-stones still visible. It has been damaged in 
three places by sheep-tracks, but the gap on the E probably 
represents the original entrance. The interior is featureless . 

263 Hut-circles, Field-system and Cairns, Glacan Daraich, 
Islay 
NR26l666 April 1981 

This group of prehistoric monuments is situated on a gentle 
sE-facing slope some 500 m sw of Gruinart School and I km E 
of a similar complex at An Sithean (No. 237). Only a 
fragment of the group is now visible; the N margin has been 
destroyed by later agriculture, and on the sand E the 
development of blanket peat has masked the features. 

At least four hut-circles have been recorded ; three (A - C) 
are ranged in line across the slope, while the fourth (D) lies in 
improved pasture to the N. Hut-circle A is the best preserved 
and measures 6·5 m in diameter within what is now a stony 
bank 3 m thick and up to 0·8 m high; the entrance is on the SE 
and is shielded by an outer wall on the s. Hut-circle B is 5 m in 
diameter within a disturbed stony bank 1·5 m thick and 
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O· 35 m high; the entrance is on the ESE with a large boulder 
forming part of the N side of the entrance-passage. Hut-circle 
C measures 7· 5 m in diameter within a heather-covered stony 
bank 2 m thick by 0·4 m high and the entrance is on the s. The 
relationship of the hut-circle to the banks that abut it is not 
clear because of the deep heather; on the N, however, the 
bank appears to ride up on to the crest of the hut wall and 
may post-date the hu~-circle. The fourth hut-circle (D) has 
been partially obscured by field-gathered stones, but it was 
probably the largest of the group measuring 8 m in diameter 
within a stony bank about 3 m thick and at least 0·4 m high, 
with several outer facing-stones visible on the SE. The 
entrance is on the SSE and one of the facing-stones lining the s 
side of the passage is still in position. A semicircular arc of 
banking (E), 1·5 m thick and 0·2 m high, may be the remains 
of a further hut-circle which had been levelled into the slope 
with the bank being built only on the downhill side. 

Only a small part of what formerly must have been a much 
more extensive prehistoric field-system can still be seen. It 
consists of a series of stony banks, up to 2 m thick and 0·4 m 
high , which appear to make up a number of irregular 
enclosures ranging from 0·01 ha (F) to over 0·22 ha (G) in 
area, and it is possible that some of the banks extended to 
form larger land divisions of several hectares in extent. 
Although there are many recent breaks in the banks, others 
seem to be of some antiquity and may mark the positions of 
gateways; simple gaps were recorded on the w side of 
enclosure G, s and NW of hut-circle B, and N of hut-circle C, 
and to the SE of hut-circle E there is a more sophisticated, 
staggered entrance-gap. In addition to the banks there are 
several short stretches of lynchet-Iike terraces, particularly 
sw of hut-circle E and NW of A; these may result from the 
destruction of field-banks by later ploughing or they may be 
original early features. 

Besides the hut-circles and field-boundaries there are at 
least fourteen small cairns, ranging from 3 m to 7 m in 
diameter by up to 0·5 m in height, and doubtless others have 
been destroyed as a result ofland clearance. 

The remains of la ter agriculture can be seen over much of 
the si te , particularly w of a ruined stone wall which runs from 
N to s. In the sw well-developed rig-and-furrow cultivation 
sti ll survives, but in the N this has been removed by more 
recent ploughing. 

A. HUl-circle. G lasgo Beag, Islay (No. 264, I); pla n 

264 Hut-circles, Glasgo Beag, Islay 
( I) NR40 1637 (2) NR39764 1 June 1979 

In broken country close to the unclassified road between 
Ba ll ygrant and Cluanach, there a re two stone-walled hut
circles lying a bo ut 500 m apart. 

(I) The first , situated in an area of rig-and-furrow 
culti vation on a low ridge 1·1 km NW ofSlievemore, measures 
8·8 m by 7·3 m within a wall which has been reduced to a 
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bank of grass-grown rubble 1·5 m thick and up to 0·5 m high 
internally; only a few inner and outer facing-stones survive. 
The entrance, I m wide, is on the SE, and within the interior 
there are traces of a subrectangular structure of relatively 
recent date . Attached to the N arc of the hut-circle wall there 
is an L-shaped structure measuring 2·6 m by 3·0 m within a 
wall 0·75 m thick which, as part of its foundation , uses the 
linear limestone outcrops. There is no visible entrance, but a 
depression in the hut-circle wall on the N may have provided 
access from the inside . 
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B. HUl-circle, Glasgo Beag, Islay (No. 264, 2); plan 

(2) The second hut-circle is situated on an uneven ridge 
760 m ssw of Knocklearoch with traces of rig-and-furrow in 
the vicinity, The wall, which encloses a featureless grassy 
interior some 9 m in diameter, has been reduced for much of 
its length to a stony bank up to 0,6 m high ; there are two 
stretches of the outer face and one of the inner face in 
position , giving a wall thickness of between 2 m and 3 m. The 
entrance lies on the E; one remaining stone on the s side marks 
the line of the passage-wall; the other side has been removed, 
leaving a gap of I '9 m . Attached to the w arc of the hut-circle, 
where the bank is lower than elsewhere, there is an open
ended annexe, 5·5 m long and 3 m wide at its inner end , 
within a wall which survives asa low stony bank 1·5 m thick . 

N 
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C. HUl-circle, Gleann Buidhe, Islay (No, 265); plan 

265 Hut-circle, Gleann Buidhe, Islay 
NR4 10475 May 1980 

Situated on a slight heathery knoll on the N side of a shallow 
valley, and 550 m NE of the chambered cairn No. 4, there is a 
hut-circle measuring 9 m in diameter within a substantial 
rubble-cored stone wall up to 2·5 m thick. Extensive stretches 
survive of the outer face (standing 1·1 m high in three 
courses) and also shorter lengths of the lowest course of the 
inner face; 0·25 m inside the line of the inner face several large 
earthfast stones, which resemble facing-stones, may have 
belonged to a plinth-like structure or indicate a rebuilding of 
the wall. The entrance probably lay on the SE, where the 
rubble is thinner. A series of small enclosures, some situated 
within the interior and others attached to the outside of the 
wall, may be contemporary with traces of rig-a nd-furrow 
cultivation in the vicinity. 



A. Hut-circle and field-system, Gleann Raonabuilg, Colonsay 
(No. 266); plan (scale 1:2500) 

266 H ut-circle and Field-system, Gleann Raonabuilg, 
Colonsay 
NR372939 April 1981 

This hut-circle and what may be parts of a contemporary 
field-system are situated on the E shoulder of Beinn nan 
Caorach overlooking Loch Raonabuilg from a height of 
about 95 m OD. 

The hut-circle occupies a slight rise in a sheltered hollow 
about 9 m N of a recent turf dyke and measures 5· 5 m in 
diameter within a bank about I· 5 m thick and O' 35 m high. 
The entrance, 1·7 m wide, lies on the SSE, and outside it there 
is a levelled forecourt with at least one kerb-stone in position. 
Flanking the E of the hut-circle there is a natural gully which 
may have been artificially deepened to assist drainage 
around the house . 

N 

B. Hut-circle, Gleann Raonabuilg, Colonsay (No. 266); plan 

To the SE there are the discontinuous remains of a drystone 
wall which has probably been overlain by the more recent 
field-dyke; farther to the E there is a second drystone wall 
which climbs the steep valley side with a short branch wall 
springing from it. About 21 m to the w there is an L-shaped 
setting of large slabs placed on edge; their date and purpose 
are unknown. 

267 Hut-circle, Goirtean Dubh, Islay 
NR359461 May 1981 

A damaged hut-circle lies in a field 100 m NNE of Goirtean 
Dubh. Its wall, now much obscured by vegetation, has been 
reduced to a stony bank 1·2 m thick and up to 0·6 m high, 
which encloses an area measuring about 6 m in diameter. 
Some individual outer and inner facing-stones, as well as a 
short length of inner face, are still in position. The entrance, 
whose inner end is marked by two facing-stones I m apart, is 
situated on the NW. In the sw arc of the interior there is a small 

HUT-C IRCLES, FIELD-SYSTEMS, ETC. No. 269 

N 

H1 1 19 . 29 
fr. 50 

C. Hut-circle (probable), Goirtea n Dubh , Islay (No. 267); plan 

pen of relatively recent date, and stones have been heaped 
against the outside of the hut wall on the s, probably as a 
result of field clearance associated with a turf-and-stone 
bank which curves round the site on the E. 

N 
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D. Hut-circle (possible). Gortanchuirn, Islay (No. 268); plan 

268 Hut-circle (possible), Gortanchuirn, Islay 
NR253620 June 1979 

What may be a damaged hut-circle lies on a low ridge 350m 
WNW of Gortanchuirn. A bank of earth and stone, 2 m thick 
and up to OA m high, encloses an oval area measuring 9· 5 m 
by 7 m. There are three probable outer facing-stones in 
position but no trace of an inner face survives. The course of 
the bank on the sw arc is unclear, and a gap on the SE may 
mark the site of the entrance. The interior is uneven and 
featureless . 

(~: ' 1 
E. Hut-circle, KiJchiaran , Islay(No. 269); plan 

269 Hut-circles, Kilchiaran, Islay 
NR206598 June 1979 

About 500 m s of Kilchiaran steading (No. 423), and the 
same distance E of the public road to Portnahaven, there are 
two hut-circles, 45 m apart, situated on Cnoc Garradh Feoir. 

The larger hut-circle measures about 10 m by 8 m within a 14/E 

wall about 2 m thick and standing up to I m in height 142A 

externally and 0.8 m internally . Many of the stones forming 
the lowest course of the outer face , and a few of the inner face, 
are still in position, and the core material consists largely of 
stone. The entrance, on the SE, which has been disturbed and 
enlarged by a later structure, is accompanied by the remains 
of a typical curvilinear wall . Much of the interior is taken up 
by the foundations of a later, roughly rectangular structure; 
its inner end encroaches on to the hut wall , but the side-walls 
stand free, leaving narrow spaces between them and the hut 
wall , which has been breached on the E and wsw to provide 
access to them. The NE side-wall of the later structure rides 
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A. Hut·circle, Kilchiaran , Islay (No. 269); larger hut-circle from ESE 

over the hut wall NE of the original entrance and runs 
outward for 4 m. 

N 
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B. Hut·circle, Kilchiaran, Islay (No. 269); plan 

The smaller hut-circle measures 8 m by 6 m within a wall 
1·2 m in average thickness. The surviving facing-stones are 
large, two particularly massive boulders in the sw arc 
measuring up to 1·0 m by O' 5 m at ground level and 1·0 m in 
height. The gap in the wall on the E probably represents the 
original entrance, while the gap on the SE is a recent break, 
possibly caused by stone-robbing to provide material for the 
wall or a roughly rectangular structure which occupies much 
of the interior. It consists ofa wall, about I m thick, enclosing 
an area measuring 4·0 m by 2·9 m with an entrance on the SE. 

270 Settlements, Kilellan, Islay (Sites) 
NR28672 1 June 1979 

Excavations undertaken between 1954 and 1976 in an area of 
coastal dunes and sand-bunkers about 125 m N of Kilellan 
farmhouse provide evidence of intermittent settlement 
ranging from Mesolithic times to the Early Medieval 
period. 1* The site lies 80 m w of the shore of Loch Gruinart, 
on the edge of the so-called 25 ft. raised beach, with extensive 
machair on the landward side and an abundant freshwater
supply available from nearby springs and streams. The 
following description is based on a published summary 
account of the earlier excavations, supplemented by 
additional information provided by the most recent 
excavators. 2* 

Mesolithic activity on the site is represented by 
characteristic flint-work having a distinctive milky-white 
patination and found within an acidic silver-sand horizon 
overlying the natural deposits. In addition to the debris of 
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flint-working, a range of implements was recovered, 
including microliths and scrapers. 

The sand horizon was directly overlaid by an old turf line, 
in which the presence of diagnostic Early Bronze Age 
artefacts (including a barbed-and-tanged arrowhead) 
implied that the top of the Mesolithic deposit had been 
truncated and that any Neolithic levels had been removed . 
Above this turf line a complex midden-deposit accumulated. 
Stratified within it there were a number of structures, the 
earliest of which were two concentric arcs of palisade trench . 
Subsequently much of the inner arc of the palisade was dug 
away, and along its course a slab-covered feature was 
constructed, together with a series of complex but enigmatic 
stone structures, including circular and oval settings up to 
I· 5 m across. In the upper part of the mid den there was a 
circular platform, which had been cut into the slope to a 
depth of c.O· 3 m; part of a clay floor survived, and around the 
rear of the platform there was an arc of post- and stake-holes. 
The horizontal and vertical distribution of sherds from 
individual pots suggests that the whole deposit accumulated 
over a relatively short period of time. 

These structures and midden-deposits yielded a la rge and 
varied range of Early Bronze Age vessels. A dominant 
element consisted of what have come to be termed 'Kilellan 
Jars' ; these are shouldered vessels with simple rounded rims, 
some of them round-based; the decorated examples carry 
ornament executed by impressed techniques, false relief, 
incision and scoring. Another major element comprised 
Food Vessels and Enlarged Food Vessels, mostly of vase 
form , the predominant decoration being incised herringbone 
but including some false relief. Larger relief-decorated 
vessels would elsewhere be classed as Encrusted Urns. 
Beaker pottery was also present along with a Pygmy Cup 
bearing white-filled incised decoration. A large flint 
assemblage included an unusually high proportion of tools 
and utilised material , comprising both leaf-shaped and 
barbed-and-tanged arrowheads, together with numerous 
scrapers, blades and points. The range of stone tools included 
a perforated hammer, pounders, querns and split-pebble 
(Skaill) knives, and there were bone gouges and points. A 
mixed economy was indicated by abundant bone debris and 
carbonised barley. Cattle were overwhelmingly dominant, 
together with some sheep and pig, but wild animals were 
surprisingly scarce. Shell remains were mainly of limpets, 
winkles and cockles, and were very heavily exploited. 

Examination of an area on the upper edge of the raised 
beach to the s of the midden revealed layers of peaty mud, in 
which organic remains included plants and insects surviving 
in an excellent state of preservation. Early Bronze Age sherds 
were incorporated in these deposits, which appear to indicate 
the site of a small freshwater pond formed on the raised 
beach behind a linear sand-d une . 

About 40 m to the w of the area of Early Bronze Age 
settlement, excavation revealed a complicated sequence of 
features, which appeared to belong to a much later period. 
Pits, hearths and post-holes indicated several successive 
reconstructions of what was probably a circular building 
with a slightly dished floor, whose dimensions could not be 
established with certainty. On the N side of this there was a 
souterrain-Iike structure, consisting of a curved trench 
between I m and 1·5 m wide, and 0·9 m deep, which was 
excavated for a length of about 6-4 m from its inner end. The 



trench was lined with upright slabs, and at one point 
additional orthostats had been inserted; no trace of a roof 
survived. A stone-lined pit just to the s, measuring 1·5m by 
1·0 m, was constructed in a similar technique, but a later 
extension, which increased its length to 2 m, was built in 
drystone walling, with a roof of stone slabs still in position. 
Two slightly sunken hearths, lined with stone slabs, and a 
large pit, 0'7m by l'Om, lay close by. Minute quantities of 
metallurgical debris were recovered from the site, and 
analysis indicated that a high lead-bronze was being worked 
in the area. Among the finds were saddle-querns reused in the 
construction of stone-lined features , and pottery, including 
the lower part of one vessel which had been sunk into a pit; 
there was, however, no closely datable material. After the 
abandonment of these structures a layer of soil formed across 
the site, which was subsequently cultivated. Deep parallel 
spade-furrows were dug across the area; plough or ard marks 
aligned with those furrows were also found, but it was not 
possible to establish their chronological relationship to the 
spade cultivation. Plough cultivation at a higher level in the 
buried soil was also identified, but there was no evidence to 
date this activity. 

About 50 m to the sw of the area of Early Bronze Age 
settlement, excavation revealed the traces of an Early 
Historic settlement. Two superimposed circular stone 
buildings survived as arcs of inner facing, but had been 
largely removed to make way for a substantial souterrain 2 m 
wide and about I m deep; it was lined with drystone walling, 
had a sandy floor and was roofed with stone slabs. It was 
traced, but not excavated, for a distance of 6 m towards the 
loch, where one end was uncovered, but its extent and course 
inland remain unknown. After construction this had been 
sealed by layers of midden deposits rich in bone, shells and 
artefacts, including ironwork and pins of bone and horn; 
pottery, however, was scarce and undecorated . The most 
important find was a bronze pin with an amethyst set in its 
head. The shaft of a loose ring pin, found in layers above the 
Early Bronze Age settlement, may also have belonged to this 
Early Historic activity. 
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A. Hut-circle. Kiloran . Colonsay (No. 271); plan 

271 Hut-circle, Kiloran, Colonsay 
NR399962 April 1981 

Situated on a terrace on the SE side of a low knoll 650 m SE of 
Colonsay House there is a hut-circle which measures 7·5 m in 
average diameter within a wall now represented by a stony 
bank about 1·5 m thick and 0·2 m high. The entrance is on the 
SE and two facing-stones are visible on the sw side of the 
passage. There is a hook-like annexe on the wsw side of the 
hut-circle. 

272 Hut-circles, Kintour, Islay 
NR446517 June 1980 

Situated on a slight rise in rough pasture about I km WNW of 
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B. Hut-circles. Kintour. lslay (No. 272); plan 

Kintour, and 400 m sw of Dun Fhinn (No. 211), there are 
four hut-circles. The northernmost (A) is roughly circular 
measuring 4 m in diameter within what is now a stony bank 
I m thick and 0·2 m high with many of the inner and outer 
facing-stones visible. The entrance is on the SE, and if the 
large stones that now flank the gap originally formed the 
passage, it was splayed and measured 4 m at the outer end 
and 1·8 m at the inner end. Hut-circle B is the largest of the 
group, measuring about 8 It:l in diameter and survives as a 
stony bank 2·2 m thick and 0·2 m high; the entrance is on the 
SE. Considerable stretches of inner and outer facing-stones 
are still in position, and on the NE there are four stones of a 
medial wall-face, probably indicating that, as at No. 255, the 
hut-circle is of multi-period construction. The wasted 
remains of hut-circle C comprise a band of stone about 6 m in 
internal diameter appearing through the turf, with five 
possible outer facing-stones and one inner visible. The 
southernmost hut-circle (D) is oval on plan and measures 
about 6 m by 8 m within a turf-covered bank 0·2 m in 
maximum height revetted by several inner and two outer 
facing-stones; the entrance is on the E. 

273 Hut-circles and Field-system, Lamh-bheinn, Islay 
NR301640 June 1980 

On the flat heather-covered moorland known as Lamh
bheinn there are the remains of at least two hut-circles and 
several stretches of field-walls. The better-preserved hut (A) 
measures about 5 m in internal diameter within a grass- and 
heather-covered wall 1·5 m thick and 0·3 m high; there is no 
sign of an entrance. Only half of the second hut (B) survives, 
but this indicates that it measured about 8 m in diameter 
within a wall 2 m thick and 0·6 m high . An oval foundation 
(C), situated east of B. and which may have destroyed this 
side of the hut-circle, measures 5 m by 3 m internally within a 
wall I· 5 m thick and O' 3 m high. The field-walls, situated to 
the N of hut B and visible merely as boulders protruding 
through the peat, may also be of early date . 

274 Enclosures, Field-system and Cairns, Larach Liath, 
Islay 
NR263685 May 1980 

On the gently sloping s flank of Larach Liath, a shoulder of 
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A. Hut-circles and field-system, Lamh-bheinn, Islay (No. 273); plan 
(scale 1:25(0) 

moorland overlooking the left bank of the Abhainn a' 
Mhuilinn about 600m s of Loch an Fhir Mh6ir, there is a 

1448 small group of enclosures, field-boundaries and cairns of 
indeterminate age and unknown relationship. Stone
founded enclosures Band C, both of subrectangular plan 
and situated on higher ground, appear to be relatively recent. 
On the other hand, enclosure D, situated near the bottom of 
the slope and appreciably more denuded in appearance, was 
of subcircular plan and measured roughly 3 m in diameter 
within a low grass-covered stony bank about 2 m thick. 
Moreover, the tumbled remains of stone-founded enclosure 
A , exhibiting no definite plan but measuring l2 ·5m by 
15·0 m over all, seem to have been used as a quarry to provide 
building-material for Band C. 

The roughly rectangular area of ground, c.I ·1 ha (2 '7 
acres) in extent, to the SE of enclosures A , Band C is delimited 
on all sides except the NW by a grass- and heather-covered 
stony bank, 2 m in greatest thickness and not more than 
O' 5 m high, which incorporated occasional large boulders. A 
sinuous spur, which springs from the sw corner of the main 
bank, may be traced for about 60 m before it disappears in 
the boggy ground lying at the foot of the slope; probing failed 
to reveal its further course. Without excavation the 
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B. Field-system and cairns, Larach Liath , Islay (No. 274); plan 

(scale 1:2500) 
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relationship between the main bank and enclosure D cannot 
be determined, but it seems likely that they are roughly 
contemporary and that the broad gap lying immediately to 
the E indicates the position of an original entrance. 

The overgrown condition of the irregularly shaped masses 
of stones abutting the inner face of the main bank near its E 

angle and on the presumed outer face of the secondary spur 
makes it difficult to ascertain whether these are clearance 
cairns or the tumbled remains of small secondary enclosures. 
Indubitable examples of cairns occur, however, inside and 
outside the main field-bank at E and Frespectively. The field 
also contains three orthostatic stones (G , H, J) , 0'5m in 
average height, of unknown purpose or association. 

275 Hut-circles, Laraichean Buidhe, Islay 
(I) NR258691 (2) NR260688 May 1980 

(I) On the N side of a low moorland ridge 1·8 km w of 
Leckgruinart Cottage there is a pair of hut-circles situated 
8·5m apart. The NW hut-circle appears as a peat-covered 
bank of earth and stone, between 2 m and 2· 5 m thick and up 
to 0-4 m high, which surrounds a slightly dished interior 
measuring 5 m by 6 m; a few stones, which may have formed 
part of the outer and inner faces, are visible. The entrance 
was probably on the SE, where two upright slabs may mark 
the line of the E side-wall of the passage. The SE hut-circle is 
similar in form, with a bank, up to 0·6 m high, enclosing an 
area 5· 5 m by 6 m. The ground was built up, particularly on 
the w, to provide a level platform for the hut-circle, and the 
junction between the hut-bank and the platform is unclear, 
making it difficult to judge the thickness of the bank, but it 
appears to vary betwen 2 m and 3 m. The entrance was 
probably on the SE, where the bank has been damaged by a 
sheep track . Two large slabs, which may have formed part of 
an annexe, lie outside the hut-circle on the s. 

About lOO m to the SE of the hut-circles, on the gently 
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A. Hut-circles, Laraichean Buidhe, Islay (No. 275, I); plan 
(scale 1:25(0) 

sloping s face of the ridge, there is a detached length of earth
and-stone field-bank running southwards for about 50m. It 
is up to 0·6 m high and about 1·5 m thick and its NW angle is 
marked by a large upright stone. The area defined by this 
bank is unknown, but it may have been related to a short 
stony scarp 35 m to the E. Nine peat-covered circular or oval 
clearance-cairns, varying between 2 m and 6· 5 m across, lie in 
the area around the field-banks; other low mounds in the 
vicinity are apparently of earth only. There is no visible 
relationship between the field-banks, cairns and hut-circles 
and they are not necessarily contemporary. 

(2) About 340 m SE of (1) there is a single peat-covered 
hut-circle, which measures 10·4 m by 12 m over all within a 
bank about 3 m thick and standing up to O' 3 m high above 
the level interior. The entrance was probably on the SE, where 
there is a marked reduction of the bank. 

276 Hut-circles and Field-system, Loch Iarnan, Islay 
NR416482 ~ay1980 

J45B Three hut-circles and a series of field-banks lie on a level 
grass-covered shelf to the s of Cnoc Crun na ~aoil and 300 m 

J45C NW of Loch Iarnan. The wall of the largest hut-circle (A) is 
reduced to a low stone-and-earth bank 2 m thick and up to 
0·6 m high externally, which encloses a level featureless 
interior about 8 m in diameter; a number of outer and inner 
facing-stones survive. The entrance was probably on the SE, 
where the bank is lower. About 5 m to the NE a similar, but 
much smaller, hut-circle (B) is visible as a turf-covered earth
and-stone bank I m to I · 5 m thick enclosing an area 2·8 m in 
diameter; it stands up to 0·5 m above the exterior ground
level, and several of the outer facing-stones are visible. The 
entrance probably lay on the s, where the bank is lower and 
thinner. The third hut-circle (C), situated 58 m NE of A, is of 
unusual form, appearing as a shallow depression surrounded 
by a bank of turf 0·1 m high and 10 m in overall diameter. 
There are no traces of outer or inner face and only two stones 
are visible in the bank. 

Short stretches of field-bank lie on the perimeter of the 
shelf occupied by the hut-circles. They survive only as 
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B. Hut-circles and field-system, Loch Iarnan, Islay (No. 276); plan 
(scale 1:2500) 

individual stones set upright on the ground with many gaps 
between them, and their extent is unknown; they have no 
direct association with the hut-circles. A turf-dyke, probably 
of recent date, crosses the site to the s of hut-circle A . 
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C. Hut-circles, Loch laman, Islay (No. 276); plan 

277 Hut-circles, Lyrabus, Islay 
NR301646 June 1980 

There are two hut-circles situated 330 m sw of Lyrabus; the 
larger measures 8 m by 5 m within a wall which survives as a 
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D. Hut-circles, Lyrabus, Islay (No. 277); plan 

stony bank about 2·5m thick and up to 0·7m high. Several 
inner facing-stones are still visible, and the entrance, which is 
in the SE quadrant, has been blocked in recent times by a 
rough band of stones. The smaller hut-circle is 3 m in 
diameter internally within what is now a grass-covered bank 
2m thick and 0'5m high; the entrance, also in the SE 
quadrant, has a slight extension, now much denuded, on its E 
side. 
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A. Hut-circle, Margadale River, Islay (No. 278); plan 

278 Hut-circle, Margadale River, Islay 
NR400741 May 1981 

The slight remains ofa hut-circle are situated on an improved 
natural platform in a small grassy area in rising ground sw of 
the Margadale River, some 2·2 km NW ofBunnahabhain. The 
wall of the hut-circle survives as a very low bank, a bout 1·7 m 
thick, which encloses a slightly dished interior 6 m in 
diameter; the entrance was probably on the E. Immediately to 
the NW of the hut-circle a band of stones, 0·75 m thick, can be 
seen emerging from the peat to cross two shallow grassy 
scoops before disappearing; the purpose to these features 
and their relationship to the hut-circle are uncertain . A large 
group of shielings (No. 425) lies nearby. 

N 

B. Hut-circle, Na Leacan , Islay (No. 279); plan 

279 Hut-circle, Na Leacan, Islay 
NR425497 June 1979 

This stone-walled hut-circle occupies a grassy terrace below 
the wend of a ridge ),6 km NW of Tigh Raonastil. The wall is 
now much reduced , and is between I m and I· 5 m thick and 
up to 0-4 m high, enclosing an area 6 m by 6·2 m; substantial 
stretches of the outer and inner faces are still in position. The 
entrance lies on the wand its present width is 0·75 m. The 
interior is occupied by a subrectangular stone structure 
attached to the S arc and probably oflater date. 

280 Hut-circle, Smaull, Islay 
NR209684 June 1980 

In an area of rig-and-furrow and field-clearance cairns to the 
146C sw of the deserted farmhouse of Smaull there is a hut-circle 

measuring 9 m by 8 m within what is now a stony bank O· 7 m 
high; several stretches of facing-stones remain, including a 
stone on the NE angle of the entrance-passage, which is 
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C. Hut-circle, Smaull, Islay (No. 280); plan 

situated in the SE quadrant. There are two straight stretches 
of bank at the entrance, as well as four small secondary 
structures, partly overlying the line of the wall of the hut. 
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D. Hut-circle. Torr an Tuirc, Colonsay (No. 281); plan 

281 Hut-circle, Torr an Tuirc, Colonsay 
NR381960 April 1979 

This hut-ci rcle is situated on a terrace below the highest point 
of Torr an Tuirc, about 150 m NW ofTorr an Tuirc Cottage. 
Roughly circular on plan, it measures about 8 m in diameter 
within a wall of stone and earth up to 2· 5 m thick and O· 25 m 
high . Projecting through the turf on the top of the wall there 
are a number of blocks of stone, and on the Nand E several 
inner and outer facing-stones are still visible . One of the 
latter, on the ESE, is an upright stone 0·85 m high, while the 
remainder are small stones set lengthwise. The position of the 
entrance is not certain, but it probably lay on the E. On the w 
there is an oval annexe which measures about 2 m by 1·5 m 
internally; there is no sign of an entrance to it either from the 
hut-circle or from the exterior. 

Other possible early field-systems have been recorded on 
Colonsay as under: 

282 An Gleann 
NR378948 

Several stretches of drystone walling. 

283 Balnahard 

April 1981 

NR414998 April 1981 
Intermittent stretches of drystone walling visible between 
fort No. 153 and hut-circle No. 243. 

284 Beinn nan Caorach 
NR368930 April 1981 

Short stretches of drystone walling on the E flank of Beinn 
nan Caorach. 

285 Carn Airigh Shomhairle 
NR377930 April 1981 

Stretches of drystone walling on the rocky slopes to the N of 
Carn Airigh Shomhairle. 



286 CarnMor 
NR402950 April 1981 

Long stretches of several drystone walls, and at least one 
enclosure. 

287 Cnoe an Ardrigh 
NR378935 April 1981 

Short stretches of drystone walling on the higher slopes of 
Cnoc an Ardrigh. 

288 Corr Dhunan 
NR 385951 April 1981 

Several stretches of drystone walling between hut-circle No. 
253 and Beinn nan Gudairean. 

289 Gleann na Glas-Airde 
NR397948 April 1981 

Long stretches of several drystone walls on each side of this 
narrow valley. 

290 Gleann Raonabuilg 
NR366938 April 1981 

Several lengths of drystone wall in and on the sides of a gully 
on the s flank of Be inn nan Caorach. 

291 Miogaras 
NR 375961 

Several long stretches of drystone wall. 

Viking burial , Ballinaby, Islay 
(No. 293 , 2); oval brooches, 
silver pin and silver wire cha in 
(scale 1:2) 

April 1981 

VIKING BURIALS No. 293 

VIKING BURIALS 

292 Viking Burial (possible), Ardskenish, Colonsay (Site) 
NRc.349 1 June 1981 

It is recorded that a bronze ringed pin and a buckle with a 
buckle plate of Viking date, now in the National Museum of 
Antiquities of Scotland, 1 were found at Ardskenish in 1891 .2 
The precise site is not known and no details of their discovery 
are available, but it is possible that they may have come from 
a burial. A second and larger ringed pin, marked 'Ardskinish 
loan', was transferred from the Royal Scottish Museum to 
the National Museum of Antiquities of Scotland 3 in 1924. 
There is no information about the circumstances of the find . 

293 Viking Burials, Ballinaby, Islay (Sites) 
June 1980 

At least four burials of Viking date have been discovered in 
sand-dunes near Ballinaby, and there are indications that 
one or possibly two other finds were made there in the later 
18th orearly 19th century. 

(I) Two oval 'tortoise' brooches are said to have been 3 JA 

found 'under a large standing stone' at Ballinaby (NRc.2167). 
The standing stone was probably one of those described 
under No. 79. The brooches were presented to the Society of 
Antiquaries of Scotland in May 1788. 1 

(2) In 1877 erosion of the sand-dunes about 400 m w of 
Ballinaby (NRc.218671) revealed two burials accompanied by 
rich grave-goods. Two skeletons lay a short distance apart 
with their heads to the E, at a depth of 0·4 m, in an enclosure 
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formed of stones set on edge, possibly resembling that at 
Kiloran Bay, Colonsay (No. 298). One was accompanied by 

148C a sword and scabbard, a shield-boss and grip, an iron 
spearhead, a ferrule containing the remains of a wooden 

J/F shaft, two axes, an adze, a hammer and tongs for smithing, as 
well as fragments of a cauldron and what may have been the 
terminal of a drinking-horn . 

147 The other burial was accompanied by a silver pin with a 
JIB filigree decorated head, a chain of silver wire, two oval 

1488 brooches, a bronze ladle, bronze mounts decorated with 
repousse ornament, a mount with a curved edge, a bronze 

J48A needle-case containing a needle, a glass linen-smoother and 
beads. Some teeth from an iron heckle were originally 
thought to be part of a helmet and are recorded as associated 
with the male grave. 2 

D . cist (No. 293, 3) 
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Viking burial, Ballinaby, Islay (No. 293, 2) 
A. glass linen smoother and beads 
B. bronze ladle (scale 1:2) 
C. shield boss and grip (scale 1:2) 

A 

B 

c 

(3) In 1932 a large cist aligned with its long axis ENE and /48D 

wsw was discovered about 360 m w of (2) on a natural rock 
shelf near the top of a knoll covered with drifting sand 
(NRC.214671). At the time of its discovery the structure 
consisted of twelve large slabs, four of which were set on edge 
to form each side, and four cover slabs. There were no end-
slabs in position, but several suitable stones are recorded as 
lying nearby. The cist measured about 2·1 m in length, 0·5 m 
in depth and between 0·6 m and 0·8 m in width internally; it 
contained a skeleton in an extended position with the head at 
the wsw end. The burial was accompanied by an iron axe, 
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Viking burial, Ballinaby, Islay 
(No. 293, 3) 

A. bronze buckle and ringed pin 
(scale 1:2) 

B. sword (scale 1:8) 

Viking burial, Cam a' Bharraich, Oronsay 
(No. 294) 

C. needle case (scale 1:2) 
D. oval brooches and ringed pin 

(scale 1:2) 

149B sword, shield-boss, fragments of an iron sickle or knife, a 
149A bronze buckle and a ringed pin. 3 

(4) The New Statistical Account,4 may describe the 
discovery of one or more Viking burials, when it refers to the 
excavation of 'one or two swords a pike-head and many 
human bones' from a sand-hill near the largest standing 
stone at Ballinaby (NRc.220671) by Captain Burgess of the 
Savage and his crew. The Savage visited Islay on several 
occasions between July 1788 and July 1789. 5 

(5) A sword of Viking type from Islay, which is illustrated 
by Pennant,6 who visited Ballinaby in 1772, may have come 
from a burial there (NRc.2167). 

294 Viking Burials, Carn a' Bharraich, Oronsay (Sites) 
NR360883 June 1981 

The excavation, in 1891 1 and 1913,2 of a low mound situated 
in an area of sand-dunes on the E coast of Oronsay about 
1·2 km ESE of Oronsay Priory (No. 386) uncovered three 
burials of Viking date and evidence for the burning of a boat. 
The presence of a layer of shells 0·15 m (6 in .) thick, which 
may be an indication of Mesolithic activity on the site, was 
noted in 191 J3 The mound has been much damaged by 
erosion, and, since no stratigraphical relationships were 

A 
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B 

recorded, it is not possible to say whether any of the burials 
were deposited at the same time. 

In 1891 the excavator found 'two narrow stones', 1·22 m 
(4ft.) and 1·37m (4ft. 6in.) long, which he believed to have 
originally stood upright on the surface of the mound, and he 
noted the presence of other slabs in the mound material. Two 
extended inhumations with the heads to the NNW lay side by 
side at a level about 1·22m (4ft.) below the summit. The 
more easterly skeleton, thought to be that of a woman of 
considerable age, was accompanied by two brooches, 
probably constructed from the strap terminals of a portable 
shrine of insular workmanship, a penannular brooch, a 
bronze ringed pin and a small finial of turned bone.4 The 
other skeleton was male and was accompanied oniy by an 
iron knife-blade and a ring formed from a limpet shell, both 
now lost. A bed of charcoal containing boat-rivets was found 
to one side of the burials and a stone sinker was recovered 
from the same area. 

The excavation in 1913 uncovered the upper part of 
another female skeleton with its head to the SSE and 
accompanied by two oval brooches, a ringed pin, a bone 149C.D 

needle-case and a pair of iron shears.5 A bone needle-head 
and a disc-headed bronze pin were found nearby in 1922 and 
1924.6 
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295 Viking Burial (possible), Cnoc nan Gall, Colonsay (Site) 
NRC.358932 June 1978 

In 1902 a number of iron clench-nails, a human tooth and a 
horse tooth were found in the sand-dunes at Cnoc nan Gall; 
this assemblage of material has been described as the remains 
of a Viking burial, but the circumstances of its discovery 
make it impossible to be certain. 1 The objects are preserved 
in Glasgow Art Gallery and Museum. 

296 Viking Burial (probable), Cruach Mhor, Islay (Site) 
NRC.308545 June 1981 

In 1958 and 1959 two oval brooches, a bead of blue glass and 
two of jet, a stone spindle-whorl, an iron sickle and shears 
were found close together in sand-dunes about 1·1 km w of 
Duich.1 It is likely that they came from a female burial of 
Viking date, which had been disturbed by erosion. A 
fragment of one of the brooches was collected from the area 
in 1978.2 Stratified stabilisation-horizons are visible in the 
dunes, and pottery ranging in date from the late Neolithic to 
the medieval period have been recovered and drystone 
walling has been noted in a hollow caused by deflation. 3 

297 Viking Burial (possible), Druim Arstail, Oronsay (Site) 
NR364889 June 1981 

What may have been the site of a Viking burial was 
excavated by M Buchanan in 1912.1 On the top of a low 
mound with a dished summit created by erosion was a ring of 
stones about 6·1 m in diameter. The stones, which stood or 
lay around the margin of the summit, measured up to 0·6 m 
by O· 3 m by 0·05 m and their arrangement may have 
resembled that of the Viking burials at Kiloran Bay, 
Colonsay, and Ballinaby, Islay. Among the stones of the s 
face of the mound were a bronze ringed pin of Viking date, 
half a blue bead (whose present locations are unknown), a 
fragment of jet, probably from a bracelet, two bronze nails, a 

rivet and various other fragments of bronze, which are now 
in the Hunterian Museum. 2 No evidence of a grave was 
discovered . About 100 m to the NE Buchanan found several 
hundred iron rivets; this probably indicates a boat, but no 
other material which might suggest a boat-burial has been 
recovered. 3 

298 Viking Burial, Kiloran Bay, Colonsay (Site) 
NR cA00976 June 1981 

A burial was discovered in 1882 in sand-dunes about I km NE 
of Colonsay House. Excavations 1 then and in the following 
year revealed a rectangular enclosure measuring 4·6 m (15 ft.) 
by 3· I m (10ft.) over all and constructed of stone slabs set on 
edge and running E and w; one slab at the E end and one at the 
w were marked with roughly incised lines in the form of a 
cross. In the sw corner of the enclosure was the crouched 
burial of a man accompanied by an iron sword, a spearhead, 
an axehead, a shield-boss, fragments of an iron pot, a silver 
pin, four bronze studs and a balance with seven decorated 
weights. 2 On the N side of the enclosure there were the 
remains of an elaborate horse harness decorated with bronze 
mounts, while at the E end, about 2·1 m (7 ft.) from the 
crouched burial, were what are described on the plan as 
human remains; this possible second burial, however, is not 
mentioned in either of the surviving reports. Outside the 
enclosure on the E lay the skeleton of a horse accompanied 
only by an iron girth-buckle. 

Some time after the end of the excavations three 
Northumbrian copper stycas were found in the enclosure on 
the surface of the loose sand. The two that can be identifieo 
were issued under Eanred I (808- 841) and Wigmund, 
Archbishop of York (831- 854); they have been pierced for 
suspension and cannot be regarded as current coin. In the 
sand within the area of the enclosure there were a 
considerable number of boat-rivets and clench nails which 
suggest the presence of a boat; this may have formed a roof 
for the stone enclosure. 
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Viking burial , Kiloran Bay, Colonsay (No. 298) 
A. plan (scale I: 125) by Malcolm McNeill , 1882 

and William Galloway, 1883 
B, C. cross-marked slabs (scale 1: 15) 
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VIKING BURIALS No. 298 

Viking burial. Kiloran Bay. Colonsay 
(No. 298) 

A. harness mounts (scale I :2) 
B. sword hilt (scale 1:4) 
C. shield boss (scale 1:2) 
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299 Viking Burial (possible), Lochan Chille Moire, Oronsay 
(Site) 
NRc.361889 June 1981 

What may be the remains of an inhumation burial of Viking 
date are preserved in the National Museum of Antiquities of 
Scotland .! Six teeth from an individual of between about 
twenty-five and thirty years of age,2 one iron rivet and a 
number of fragments representing at least nine others, three 
iron strips or pla tes and some fragments of wood, which are 
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Vik ing burial and settlement, Machrins, Co lonsay (N o. 300, 2); plan (scale I : 125) 

probably oak ,3 are accompanied by a label reading 'From 
Viking Burial Lochan Kill Mhor Oronsay 1891 ' . No other 
information about the discovery is available. 

300 Viking Burials and Settlement, Machrins, Colonsay 
(Sites) 
(I) NR3593 (2) NR357933 June 1978 

(I) In 1891 excavation of a mound in the sand-dunes to 



Viking burial, Machrins, Colonsay (No. 300, 2); cist from NE 

the w ofMachrins revealed a burial accompanied by, among 
other objects, a sword, shield fragments, a spearhead, an 

31D amber bead, a bronze pin, a penannular brooch and 
fragments of horse harness.} 

(2) In 1977 erosion of the machair 1 km w of Machrins 
exposed traces of a small settlement; subsequent excavation 

152 revealed four houses and a single long-cist burial, and the 
following account is a summary of the published report. 2 The 
houses had been considerably disturbed both by erosion and 
by rabbit burrows, but the best-preserved (No. 2 on Fig.) was 
squarish on plan with rounded corners and measured about 
4·2 m across the centre. The walls survived merely as a series 
of upright slabs dug into the sand, and it is clear from their 
slight nature that the main part of the building was of timber 
or turf. Among the best-preserved features , however, were 
the stone-lined hearths within houses 2 and 4. 

The small finds included single-sided iron knives, bone 
pins or needles, a saddle quem and pebble pounders or 
weights. The animal remains included bones of cattle, sheep, 
pig and roe-deer. Analysis of the bones from house 2 
provided a radiocarbon date of ad 800±70 (Gu- 1115) for 
the period of use of the site. 

152-3 The long-cist burial lay some 14 m ESE of the settlement; 
aligned NE and sw and measuring 1·6 m by 0·7 m and 0·3 m in 
depth, it contained the remains of a flexed inhumation. As 
the result of previous disturbance, the upper part of the body, 
at the sw end of the cist, had not survived, but the leg bones 
were intact, their position indicating that the body had been 
buried on its side with its back on the NW side of the grave. A 
small dog had been laid in the grave with its head at the knees 
of the inhumation. The accompanying grave-goods included 
a pin with a loose ring-head, a fragment of decorated bronze, 
fragments of an iron knife and an iron nail. A radiocarbon 
date of ad 780 ± 70 (Gu- 1114) was obtained from analysis of 
the long bones of the inhumation. 

The small finds associated with the burial suggest that it is 

CRANNOGS AND RELATED STRUCTURES No. 304 

Viking, but the plan-form of the houses is perhaps more 
likely to indicate a native tradition . 

301 Viking Burial, Newton, Islay (Site) 
NRC.344627 

In 1845 a Viking burial was unearthed in a gravel bank on the 
side of the valley near Newton distillery; in the grave were 
two oval brooches, an amber bead and some fragments of 
iron.} The exact location of the site and the circumstances of 
its discovery are unknown. 

302 Viking Burial (possible), Traigh nam Bare, Colonsay 
(Site) 
NRc.358916 June 1981 

A burial in a 'stone coffin' with a much decayed iron sword 
close by is recorded} as having been found at Tnl.igh nam 
Bare, about I km E of Garvard . A local tradition of a battle 
on the site may suggest the finding of other burials there. No 
further details are known and no finds survive, but the 
presence of the iron sword near the burial may be an 
indication of Viking date. A bronze pin of late 9th to 10th 
century date, now in the National Museum of Antiquities of 
Scotland,2 was found in the same area close to a long 
rectangular hearth of uncertain date. 3 

CRANNOGS AND 
RELATED STRUCTURES 

303 Crannog (possible) and Indeterminate Remains, 
Ardnave Loch, Islay 
NR283726 April 1977 

In shallow water in the sw portion of Ardnave Loch, about 118A 

7 m from the shore, there is an unnamed island, roughly 
circular in shape, which appears to be linked to the land by a 
causeway. On the date of visit the island measured about 
36 m in diameter, and its summit stood about 2 m above 
water-level. As it is now almost wholly grass-covered, it is 
difficult to determine whether the island is entirely or only 
partially artificial in origin. 

In the centre there are traces of at least five small slab-buili 
structures resembling cists, which measure, on average, 
about 0·6 m by 0·5 m and 0·5 m in depth . Three appear to be 
covered by 'capstones', and a fourth stone slab which may 
have served a similar purpose can be seen lying on the surface 
nearby. A short distance to the w there is a pronounced 
depression about 3 m across, and the area immediately 
surrounding the structures seems to have been lightly 
quarried. Although the date and the purpose of the slab-built 
features are unknown, it is unlikely that they are the remains 
ofa prehistoric burial-site. 

304 Island-dwelling, Eilean Mhic lain, Loch Lossit, Islay 
NR409652 August 1975 

This island is situated about 100 m from the NE shore of Loch 
Lossit, and about 180 m w of the chapel site No. 380. It is 
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A. Island-dwelling, Eilean Mhic lain, Loch Lossit (No. 304); plan 

composed of vertically bedded slates, visible at several points 
around the shore, and is heavily wooded as the result of 
ornamental planting of sycamores, but there is little 
undergrowth. The island measures 56 m from N to s by 42 m 
transversely, rising to a maximum height of about 3 m, and it 
is encircled by a massive drystone wall having an average 
thickness of about 3· 5 m. This originally rose directly from 
the water, and the outer kerb of boulders is visible in several 
areas, although overlain elsewhere by tumbled stone. The 
masonry is roughly constructed of igneous rubble, with 
occasional blocks oflimestone; these materials are not native 
to the island, and must have been transported from the 
adjacent shores of the loch. The perimeter wall returns 
inwards at the N to form a boat-landing, protected on the E by 
a breakwater, but there is no evidence for a causeway, and 
the water separating the island from the shore is of 
considerable depth. 

The perimeter wall is overlain for much of its length by an 
inner wall 1·2 m thick, which stands in places to a height of 
about 1 m. A well-formed opening in the inner wall (A on 
Fig.) is situated about 10 m w of the boat-inlet, but its 
purpose is not apparent. Within the enclosure there are the 
remains of three rectangular drystone buildings, two of 
which (B, C) comprise an L-shaped block, although their 
chronological relationship is uncertain. Building B. which 
measures 6 m by 2·4 m within 0·8 m walls, preserves a single 
cruck-recess in the E wall, but is so ruinous that the position 
of its entrance cannot be identified. Building C measures 
8·4m by 3·4m internally and has a single entrance in the s 
wall, while building D. whose NE angle is situated about 1·5 m 
from the wend-wall of C, is slightly larger, but its side-walls 
are fragmentary . None of these buildings appears to be of 
great age, but at some points they overlie older footings. 

The name Eilean Mhic lain ('MacIan's island') appears in 
a feu-charter of the early 1570s (infra), and is shown in Pont's 
map as 'Elan na kean', while Martin, writing about 1690, 
classed 'lIan Viceain', with the island in Loch Gorm (No. 
406), as a 'fort'. I Since the perimeter wall is probably of late 
medieval date, it is possible that the island takes its name 
from John MacIan of Ardnamurchan, who in the 1490s 
became bailie of Islay and received large grants there. 2 
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However, 'Lossit with the island' was grouped among church 
lands in the crown rental of 1509,3 and the feu-charter 
mentioned above was granted by John, Bishop of the Isles, as 
commendator of Iona Abbey, to Hector, son of ?Allan 
MacLean, bailie of ?the Rinns.4* The grant comprised the 
extensive Iona Abbey lands of Moychilis. including 'Lossett 
with the lie thair of callit Ellan Moyborg alias ellan 
Vekkayne', and Loch Lossit can therefore be identified with 
Monro's 'Loch Moyburg, quhairin thair Iyis an lie 
pertaining to the Bishops of the lies'. s* The surviving 
buildings on the island are probably of 17th- or 18th-century 
date, and the inner perimeter wall may have been constructed 
at the same period. 
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B. Island-dwelling, Eilean Mhuireill, Loch Finlaggan, Islay (No. 305); 
plan 

305 island-dwelling, Eilean Mhuireill, Loch Finlaggan, Islay 
NR386673 May 1976 

This small island, which appears to be largely artificial in 
origin, is situated about 35 m from the E shore of Loch 
Finlaggan and over 0·7 km s of Eilean Mor (No. 404). It is 
subcircular on plan measuring about 23 m on its longer NE
sw axis by 19 m transversely above the water-level at the date 
of visit. An inlet in the NW shore marks the position ofa boat
landing and jetty, and in the sw sector the stony margin of the 
island includes a boulder footings-course of a perimeter-wall 
visible over a length of about 5 m. The summit of the island, 
which is about 1 m above water-level, is occupied by the ruins 
of two substantial drystone buildings of oblong plan, one of 
which (A) is aligned NE-SW and is separated by a narrow 
passage from the transversely-aligned building B. 

Building A measures 7 m axially by 3 m in width within 
round-angled rubble walls which are slightly more than I m 
in both average thickness and height. There is a straight
sided doorway 0·7 m wide placed near the centre of the NW 
side-wall, and there are slight traces of an opening in a 
corresponding position in the opposite wall. The sw portion 
of the interior is subdivided by a low stone kerb which 
appears to stop about 0·4 m short of the SE side-wall. 

The slightly larger building B measures 7·8 m in internal 
length by 3·5 m transversely. The walls are of a similar 
construction and thickness commensurate with those of A 
except along the sw side where they are reduced to a width of 
about O· 5 m. The entrance, which is placed towaI:ds the SE end 
of this wall, adjacent to the passage between the two 
buildings, is about O· 5 m in width internally and has outward 
splayed reveals. 

Among the rubble debris on the island is a roughly-dressed 
flat slab, which incorporates a small circular aperture and 
appears to represent a fragment of a quern-stone. 

The site has no recorded history, and the name of the 
island is of uncertain etymology. On typological grounds the 
construction and occupation of the buildings can probably 



be ascribed to a period between the 14th and the 17th 
centuries. 

A. Fortified island , Loch Allallaidh, Islay (No. 306); plan 

306 Fortified Island, Loch Allallaidh, Islay 
NR419579 June 1980 

These remains are situated on the larger of the two natural 
islands that lie close to the w shore of Loch Allallaidh, a 
remote upland loch at the head of the Kilennan River valley. 
The island is ovoid on plan, measuring 32 m on its longest 
axis from NW to SE by 25 m transversely. The grassy summit of 
the island, which stood at a height of just over 3 m above 
water-level at the date of survey, is occupied by the remains 
of a roughly circular structure some 7 m in internal diameter. 
The sand E sectors of this structure are defined by a low turf
covered wall which survives to a maximum height of 0·8 m 
and incorporates a I m-wide entrance in the E sector. 
Elsewhere the wall has either been wasted or survives as a 
revetted bank. A shallow depression close to the SE tip of the 
island marks the position of a second subcircular structure, 
and to the NE of it there are smaller elongated depressions of 
uncertain purpose. 

Around the shoreline the island is circumscribed by 
intermittently visible stretches of a ruinous drystone wall 
some 1·8 m in ascertainable width . The best-preserved 
sections offacework are on the sand w shores, where the wall 
survives to a maximum height of just over I m. The wall 
appears to incorporate small inlets in the wand NE sectors, 
and a short extension at the NW end probably represents part 
of a 2 m-wide causeway linking it with corresponding 
remains on the shore of the smaller island to the NW. There is, 
however, no evidence to indicate that any of the bands of 
stones on the surrounding shores of the loch represents the 
termination of a further causeway from the smaller of the 
two islands. 1 

307 'Crannog', Loch a' Mhuilinn, Jura 
NR518668 June 1975 

The crannog noted by Rideout 1 in Loch a' Mhuilinn is a 
natural feature, comprising an eroded knob of peat, which 
now measures 6 m by 4 m. The lowest levels of the peat 
contain fragments of tree roots and branches, which 
superficially resemble the substructure of a crannog. 

308 Fortified Island (possible), Loch an Fhir Mhoir, Islay 
NR263693 May 1978 

The remains of a neatly-coursed drystone rubble wall 
describe a complete circuit around this small island which is 
situated about 75 m from the w shore of the loch. The island 

CRANNOGS AND RELATED STRUCTURES No . 309 

is roughly circular on plan and measures 12· 5 m in maximum 
diameter from E to w. The wall is about 2 m in average 
thickness; at the date of visit it was submerged to a 
measurable depth of over I m and stood O· 5 m in maximum 
height above the water-level. The interior ofthe island, which 
is marshy and overgrown with vegetation, corresponds 
roughly to the level of the loch and contains no visible 
structural remains. 

B. Crannog, Loch Ballygrant, Islay (No. 309); plan 

309 Crannog, Loch Ballygrant, Islay 
NR405663 August 1975 

The northernmost and largest of the three small islands in 
Loch Ballygrant (formerly known as Loch a' Chuirn) is 
occupied by the remains of about half a dozen stone 
buildings, all now somewhat obscured by a dense growth of 
trees and shrubs. The island itself is roughly oval in plan, 
measuring about 50m from NE to sw by 35m transversely. 
Although the island appears to be of natural origin, the 
central portion comprising an outcrop of rock which rises 
some 5 m above the surrounding water-level, the surface area 
has evidently been considerably enlarged artificially by the 
deposit of boulders and small stones round the perimeter. 

The level of the loch is now controlled by sluices and there 
is evidence to suggest that during the period in which the 
island was occupied the water-level was somewhat lower 
than at present. Thus, at the date of visit a boulder jetty on 
the NW side of the island lay some 0·5 m beneath water-level, 
as did also a corresponding jetty on the opposite shore of the 
loch. Since there is no trace of a causeway linking the island 
to the mainland, it is probable that access was obtained by 
means of boats plying from these two jetties. Immediately off 
the s shore of the island there is an islet, apparently of 
artificial construction, which now measures about 10m in 
diameter; although linked to the main island by means of a 
roughly built causeway, this islet contains no visible remains 
of buildings. 

The buildings on the main island are mostly of 

155 



No. 310 CRANNOGS AND RELATED STRUCTURES 

subrectangular plan and all are constructed of drystone 
masonry, their walls having an average thickness of 1·2 m. 
The summit ofthe rock outcrop is occupied by a building (A) 
measuring about 9m by 5·5m over all; there are traces ofa 
doorway in the NW wall. Immediately to the SE of building A, 
and lying at right angles to it, there is a well-preserved 
building (B) measuring 7·2 m by 5 m over all. The walls stand 
to a maximum height of about 1·5 m, the sw wall 
incorporating a doorway and the NE wall what appears to be 
a cruck-slot. To the s of building B, and running almost 
parallel to it, there are slight traces of another building (C) of 
similar size. 

Building D, which may have been the principal dwelling
house, occupies the most favoured site on the island, a patch 
of level ground lying a little to the s of the rock knoll; it 
measures about 13 m by 7 m over all and incorporates at its SE 
end an outshot which increases the total length of the 
building to 18 m . The main portion of the building appears to 
have been provided with opposed doorways in the side-walls. 
Immediately to the sw of building D and running parallel to it 
there are the remains of a large but poorly preserved building 
(E), whose sw wall appears to be founded upon a boulder 
revetment constructed upon the loch shore. Building F, a 
poorly preserved structure of horseshoe-shaped plan, stands 
close to the jetty, to the NE of which there is a well-preserved 
building (G) measuring II m by 7m over all and 
incorporating traces of a doorway in one of the side-walls. 

This appears to be the island known as Ellan Charrin, 
which Monro lists in 1549 among the possession of the 
MacLeans of Duart,1* and it is probable that the existing 
remains belong to about this period. 

QUERN. Part of an upper quem-stone decorated with 
raised ribs of segmental pattern was noted in the vicinity of 
the jetty at the date of visit. 

310 Island-dwelling (possible), Loch Bharradail, Islay 
NR392636 May 1976 

The small low island at the N end of Loch Bharradail is 
occupied by a platform of masonry debris which measures 
37m in maximum length from E to w by 20m from N to s. 
These indeterminate remains are defined on the N side by the 
footings of an 8 m length of walling which stands to a 
maximum height of 0·6 m and has an apparent thickness of 
2·5m. 

A. Island·dwelling Loch COrr, Islay (No. 311); plan 

311 Island-dwelling, Loch Corr, Islay 
NR226695 July 1974 

This island, which is situated in a small loch in barren 
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moorland, is probably of artificial origin. It was formerly 
linked to the E shore by a causeway about 25 m long and 2 m 
wide, now represented by scattered boulders. The island is 
roughly circular, having a diameter of about 25 m, and it is 
enclosed by a drystone wall, varying in thickness from 2 m to 
3 m, which in the E sector is preserved to a height of 2·2 m. In 
the NE sector the wall curves inwards to form an entrance
passage, probably associated with a former boat-inlet, and 
there were other entrances in line with the causeway (A on 
Fig.) and in the sw sector (B). Within the perimeter wall there 
are the remains of two round-angled buildings (C, D) whose 
drystone walls survive to a height of about 1·1 m. The larger 
of these (C) measures 6·5 m from NW to SE by about 3· 5 m 
transversely within walls having a maximum thickness of 
I· 3 m, and has opposed entrances in the side-walls. The 
smaller building (D), which measures 3·6 m from NNE to SSW 
by about 2 m transversely, has a single entrance in the NNE 
end-wall. 

McDougall's Map of 1749- 51 shows that the loch, named 
as 'L(och) Acoar', lay at the junction of the boundaries of 
several townships, of which at least three (Smaull, 
Kindrochid and Sanaig beag) were possessed in the 16th 
century by the MacDonalds of Islay.! No documentary 
references to the island have been identified, but the 
character of the defensive wall suggests that it belongs to the 
late medieval period. 

1 
m·1 : :lp 29 
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B. Island·dwelling, Loch Laingeadail, Islay (No. 312); plan 

312 Island-dwelling, Loch Laingeadail, Islay 
NR266712 September 1979 

This small natural island lies about 30m from the s shore of 
Loch Laingeadail. It is roughly circular on plan, measuring 
about 19 m in maximum diameter, and stood to a height of 
about 1·5 m above the water-level of the loch at the date of 
survey. The boulder-strewn perimeter shows that the shape 
and construction of the island has been artificially improved; 
the facework of a short stretch of an outer enclosing wall is 
visible in the w sector where it survives to a height of 0·4 m, 
and in the SE sector the footings of this wall appear to form a 
short landward spur, possibly marking the site of a former 
jetty or landing-place adjacent to building A. The remains of 
this building consist of the foundations of a round-angled 
rectangular structure measuring 6 m in length frolTI E to w by 
3·5m transversely within drystone walls I m in average 
thickness and 0·7 m in maximum height. The entrance was 
possibly in the NE side-wall and there is a broad inner 
platform within the wangle of the building. Vestigial traces 
of a second and smaller structure, which is very largely 
obscured by vegetation, lie closer to the w shore of the island. 
The visible remains indicate a building of rectangular plan, 
open-ended to the s, and measuring 4·5 m in length by 3 m 
transversely within drystone rubble walls I m thick. There 



are fragmentary traces of a rubble causeway extending from 
the s shore ofthe loch. 

The island has no recorded history, but, by analogy with 
other structures of this type, the buildings can probably be 
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ascribed to the medieval or early post-medieval periods. ECCLESIASTI CA L MONUMENTS 
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A. Island-dwelling, Loch nan Deala, Islay (No. 313); plan 

313 Island-dwelling, Loch nan Deala, Islay 
NR425688 May 1978 

This low grass-covered island is situated close to the former 
sw shore of the partly-drained Loch nan Deala. It is roughly 
circular, varying between 23 m and 26 m in diameter, and 
there are traces of a rubble causeway 25 m in length and 2 m 
wide linking the island to the original shoreline. The N half of 
the island is occupied by the remains of two conjoined 
drystone buildings (A and B) which together form an overall 
L-plan bicameral structure, and there is a smaller detached 
structure (C) in the SE sector. A 4 m length of facing-blocks 
on the s side of the island may represent part of either a 
fourth building or a perimeter wall. A slight depression in the 
NW sector appears to mark the position of the main entry. 

Building A is oblong on plan measuring 7 m axially from 
NE to sw by 3 m transversely within round-angled walls I m in 
average thickness. There is a 1·0 m-wide doorway in the 
centre of the SE side-wall, and vestiges of another possible 
opening in the sw end-wall. Building B forms an oblong NW 
annexe, measuring approximately 5 m along the same axis by 
3 m within round-angled walls varying in thickness between 
1·0 m and 1·5 m. There is an entrance in the s angle. Building 
C is a small oblong structure whose internal dimensions are 
2· 5 m from E to w by 2 m transversely; the round-angled walls 
are slightly less than I m in thickness and there is a narrow 
entrance in the E wall. 

The site has no recorded history, but these remains are ofa 
general type that may tentatively be ascribed to the later 
medieval or sub-medieval period. 

314 Crannog (possible), Loch Staoisha, Islay 
NR406712 August 1974 

The small island that lies about 60 m off the w shore of Loch 
Staoisha may be wholly or partly artificial in origin. It 
measures about 12 m in diameter and appears to be 
composed mainly of boulders. The surface of the islan~ is 
almost entirely obscured by a dense growth of vegetatIOn, 
but some remains can be seen of a drystone building of 
subrectangular plan measuring about 7 m by 4· 5 m over all . 
There are no visible traces ofa causeway. 

See also No. 404. The material normally used for the 
medieval funerary monuments and crosses described 
below was chlorite-schist from the Loch Sween area. 
Dimensions of graveslabs are given in the form 'length by 
width at the head'. 

B. Chapel , Ardilistry, Islay (No. 315); plan 

315 Chapel, Ardilistry, Islay 
NR447486 April 1976 

The remains of this small building, identified by the officers 
of the Ordnance Survey in 1878 as a chapel, are situated on a 
scrub-covered promontory about 0·8 km SE of Ardilistry 
cottage and 120 m from the nearest inlet of the sea. It 
occupies a level area bounded to the N, and some 35 m to the 
w, by outcrops ofrock, while a lower outcrop forms a natural 
bank close to the chapel on the s. There is no evidence for any 
artificial enclosure, the few traces of walls near the site 
apparently being connected with later agricultural activity. 

The building measures about 5·5 m from E to w by 3 m 
transversely within walls of drystone rubble about I m thick, 
which incorporate several orthostatic boulders; no identi
fiable facing-stones are preserved in situ, except for a short 
length of the inner face of the E wall, which is noticeably 
curved. The entrance, about 0·75 m wide, is in the w gable
wall. There is a small drystone structure, built against a rock 
face 9· 5 m N of the chapel and measuring about 3· 5 m by 3 m 
over all. There are no identifiable funerary monuments. 

316 Burial-ground, Ardmenish, Jura (Site) 
NR 568737 July 1974 

This site, which is known locally as An Caibeal (' the burial
place') and is said to have been used for the burial of 
illegitimate children, is located in uncultivated ground at the 
E edge of a hayfield some 240 m ssw of Ardmenish .1 It is 
marked by two large clearance-cairns, about 18 m apart, but 
there is no trace of an enclosure. 

317 Burial-ground, Balaruminmore, Colonsay 
NR384914 October 1981 

This site lies within the w corner of a field known as 'Pairc na 
h-eaglais (,field of the church'), about 250 m NW of 
Balaruminmore farmhouse . The N boundary of the site is 
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defined by a low crescentic bank which stands to a maximum 
height ofO ' 5 m, while the s half is traversed by an area of rig
cultivation. The remains of the enclosure are thus roughly 
semicircular on plan, measuring about 22 m in diameter from 
E to w. Standing within this area are the foundations of a 
small oblong building which, although aligned E- W, does not 
appear to have been a chapel and was probably associated 
with the later agricultural use of the site. It measures 7 m in 
length by 3 m transversely within round-angled drystone 
rubble walls I m in average thickness; the entrance is near the 
centre ofthe s side-wall. 

The burial-ground is said to have been chiefly devoted to 
the interment of un baptized infants, I but its antiquity is 
shown by the existence of two carved stones of probable 
Early Christian date . 
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Burial-ground, Balaruminmore, 
Colonsay (No. 317) 
cross-marked stones (scale I: 15) 

CARVED STONES 
(I) CARRAIG MHIC A' PHI ('MacFie's Stone'). This cross

decorated standing stone, which in local tradition is 
associated with the murder in 1623 of Malcolm MacDuffie, 
last chief of the clan, 2 stands in a railed enclosure 3 m E of the 
NE angle of the building described above. It originally stood 
on a low knoll about 10 m to the NE, with the carved face to 
the w, but was damaged by cattle in 1918 and, following its 
re-erection in 1934, was again knocked down about 1960. As 
the result of its reconstruction in 1977, it now stands, facing N 
and upside down, with about 0·5 m of the original top 
concealed in a mortared rubble base. The accompanying 
drawing is partly based on a photograph taken about 1870. 
The stone is a slab ofTorridonian flagstone, much laminated 
in recent times; it is broken across, and the pieces have been 
joined with metal straps. Its height in the 19th century was 
about 2-45 m, of which 0·6 m was buried,3* and it measures 
0-45 m in maximum width by 100 mm in thickness. In the 
upper part there was carved a large cross with irregular 
grooved outline, having a rectangular boss in relief at the 
centre and slightly expanded arms. Only the side-arms and 
central part of the cross are now identifiable. (Photo by Revd 
J B Mackenzie, c.1870, in NMRS; ibid. , reproduced in 
Loder, Co!onsay , pI. xlv). 

(2) A cross-marked stone was discovered in 1979 below 
the turf some 3 m NE of the building, during the construction 
of the railed enclosure for MacFie's Stone, and it was 
reburied in the enclosure in 1981. It is a roughly shaped 
cruciform slab ofTorridonian flagstone, measuring 1·01 m in 
length by 0·42 m across the arms and O· 35 m in width across 
the shaft. Pecked out at the centre is a simple outline cross 
whose side-arms coincide with those of the slab. The visible 
outline of the top arm is longer than that of the shaft, but a 
natural channel on the central axis may have been considered 
as part of the latter. 

318 Chapel, Ballitarsin, Islay (Site) 
NR352607 August 1974 

The site that is indicated on the Ordnance Survey map is 
marked by a low turf-covered mound measuring about 
11·3 m in length from E to w by 4·8 m transversely. There are 
no traces of an enclosure. 

319 Burial-ground, Borra-chille, Islay (Site) 
NR468548 May 1975 

A slight mound, no more than 0·2 m high, is visible in pasture 
some 380 m NNE of Ardtalla farmhouse. In 1876 it was 
reported that the site was that of an ancient burial-ground, 
and that an enclosing bank had recently been obliterated by 
ploughing. ' 

320 Chapel and Burial-ground, Bruichladdich, Islay 
NR267614 September 1975 
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Only the turf-covered footings remain of this chapel, which 
measured about 4·2 m from E to w by 2·5 m transversely 26(C) 

within walls about I m in thickness; the entrance was 
centrally placed in the w wall. The masonry of the building 
appears to have been of drystone or c1ay-mortared 
construction. The burial-ground is approximately square on 159A 
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A. Chapel and burial-ground, Bruichladdich, Islay (No. 320); plan 

plan, measuring about 20m each way within walls some 
I· 5 m in thickness; there are indications of an entrance on the 
sw side. Within the burial-ground there may be seen a single 
plain grave-marker. 1 * 
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B. Chapel and burial-ground, Carn, Port Charlotte, Islay 
(No. 321); plan 

321 Chapel and Burial-ground, Cam, Port Charlotte, Islay 
NR240566 September 1979 

The turf-covered foundations of this chapel and its 
associated D-shaped enclosure are situated on the slopes of 
Cnoc a' Chuirn overlooking the w shore of Loch Indaal. It is 
a small building of round-angled subrectangular plan 
measuring 3·75 m in length from E to w by 2·25 m transversely 
within walls 1·25 m in average thickness and 0-4 m in height. 
The entrance appears to occupy a position in the centre of the 
s side-wall. The enclosure measures 14· 5 m in length from NW 
to SE where it is coterminous with an adjacent field-dyke. It 
measures 1·5 m in average width and the best-preserved 
section of walling is in the E sector where it is based on 
massive boulder-stone footings. The entrance into the 
enclosure is reached from a terraced platform in the lower or 
SE quarter. There are no identifiable gravestones. 

This chapel is said locally to have been dedicated to St 
Michael, whose name also pertains to the nearby islet of 
Eilean Gine Car-mhicheil. 
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C. Burial-ground (possible) , Cill a ' Bhuilg, Islay (No. 322); plan 

322 Burial-ground (possible), cm a' Bhuilg, Islay 
NR 330605 September 1979 

These remains are situated about 400 m w of Gartmain 
farmhouse, and a similar distance from the E shore of Loch 
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Indaal, near the sw corner of a level ditched field which has 
been ploughed at some time. They consist of a roughly 
circular earthen platform, measuring about 17 m in 
maximum diameter and standing to a height of about 0·9 m 
above the surrounding ground. The partly-scarped bank of 
the platform incorporates traces of a revetment or enclosure
wan with facework visible in the w sector; the entrance may 
have occupied a position in the lower-lying E sector, and 
there are indeterminate foundations of a sman building in the 
w half of the interior. 
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D. Cill a' Chubein, Trudernish , Islay (No. 323); plan 

323 Chapel, cm a' Chubein, Trudernish, Islay 
NR453528 May 1976 

The ruins of this chapel stand close to the edge of a rock 
escarpment on the wooded lower slopes of Cnoc Mor a' 
Chlaiginn. 1 It is a sman oblong building measuring 6 m from 26(M ) 

E to w by 3 m in width within wans 1·5 m in average thickness. 
The walls, which stand comparatively wen preserved to a 
height of about 1·5 m, are of drystone rubble masonry; the 
external face of the wan is battered and partly round-angled . 
The entrance-doorway is situated towards the wend of the s 
side-wan and has outward splayed reveals; there is no 
surviving evidence of window-openings. The interior 
contains four small aumbries, three at the E end and a fourth, 
at a high-level, at the s end of the w wan. In its existing form 
the building is unicameral but contains much masonry 
debris, some of which may represent part of a conapsed 
internal partition. 

The site is surrounded by the turf-covered remains of a 1590 

stone dyke, enclosing an area about 48 m from E to w by 30 m 
in width . This wan is best preserved in the wand NW sections, 
where it survives to a height of about 0·75 m and varies in 
width between 1·5 m and 2 m. Foundations of an irregularly 
aligned wan of slighter construction traverse the E half of the 
site, and a gap in the centre of the outer E circuit possibly 
marks the position of an entrance. Traces of a sman oblong 
setting of stones are situated about 4 m sw of the sw angle of 
the chapel, and there are some indeterminate remains 1·5 m E 
of the building. 

324 cm an Ailein, Loch Gruinart, Islay (Site) 
NR315724 July 1973 

There are no identifiable remains of this chapel, which is 
included in Martin's late 17th-century list ofIslay churches. l 
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A, Burial-ground, Ci11 an Ailein, Trudernish , Islay (No. 325); plan 

325 Burial-ground, cm an Ailein, Trudernish, Islay 
NR463533 August 1976 

This small subcircu)ar enclosure is situated on the w side of 
the road on the central foreshore of Claggain Bay. It 
measures about 12 m in maximum diameter from NW to SE 

within the remains of a low turf-covered wall, which is 1·5 m 
in average width and about 0·5 m in height. The w arc of the 
perimeter is formed by a low scarped bank. The boulder
strewn interior contains a roughly oblong setting of quartz 
pebbles. 

326 Chapel and Burial-ground, cm Chaitriona, 
Balnahard, Colonsay 
NR421998 May 1977 

These remains occupy a remote site at the head of an 
unnamed glen about 0·8 km NE of Balnahard Farm and 
1·25 km from the N point of Colonsay. They comprise the 
grass-grown ruins of a small oblong building which stands 
near the centre of a trapezoidal enclosure. The ground slopes 
gently from N to s, and a standing stone (No. 87) is situated 
31 m NE of the enclosure. 

The building, which is identifiable as a chapel dedicated to 
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Ci11 Chaitriona, Balnahard, Colonsay (No. 326) 
B. plan 
C. view from N 

St Catherine oMlexandria (Gaelic, Cailriona), is a round
angled oblong structure built of drystone rubble masonry. It 33(F) 

measures about 7·1 m from E to w by 3·5 m transversely 
within walls about 1·5 m in thickness, which survive to a 
maximum height of I m; the doorway may have been near the 
wend of the s wall , but there are no clearly identifiable 
remains. There is a group of recumbent slabs at the E end of 
the interior, and outside the sw angle ofthe building there is a 
hollowed field-boulder which may have served as a mortar or 
basin.! There is a low stony mound opposite each end of the 
building, and at least two other similar mounds lie in the NE 

quarter of the enclosure. 
The enclosure-dyke, which is constructed of turf and 

rubble, stands to an average height of about 0·5 m and is I m 
in width. There are entrances in the sand E sides, and 
immediately N of the E entry there are the remains of an ovoid 
structure which measures 5·5 m in maximum internal 
diameter and is entered from the E. 



Cill Chaitriona, Balnahard, 
Colonsay (No. 326) 
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A, B. crucifotm stones (scale I: 15) 

CRUCIFORM STONES. One of these stones (number I) was 
found lying in the enclosure shortly before 1881, when it was 
presented to the National Museum of Antiquities of 
Scotland. The other stands at the NW angle of the enclosure. 

(I) Cruciform slab, probably of epidiorite. The top and 
161A right arms are broken, and it measures 0·98 m in incomplete 

height by 0·27 m across the arms, the original span being 
about 0·31 m. The surviving side-arm has a projection of 
50 mm, and the armpits are square. On one face the margin of 
the upper part of the shaft and the cross-head has been cut 
back, leaving in low relief an irregular interlace of broad 
bands. These enclose in the cross-head four holes, 25 mm in 
diameter, pierced through the slab and surrounded by raised 
margins. (PSAS, 15 (1880-1),106,120; ECMS, 3, p. 379 and 
fig. 394; Loder, Colonsay, pI. xxxi b). 

(2) Cruciform slab of local siliceous flagstone, probably 
16/B of Torridonian age. It measures 0·88 m in visible height and 

the shaft tapers in width from 0·23 m at base to 0·16 m below 
the cross-head, which has been defined simply by rounded 
notches cut into the edges of the slab to form its armpits. The 
stone is much worn through use by cattle as a rubbing-post, 
and it is uncertain whether the side-arms ever projected 
beyond the width of the shaft. (Loder, Colonsay, pI. xxxiii a, 
b). 
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327 Chapel and Burial-ground, CiII Chaluim Chille, Kiells, 
Islay 
NR414686 June 1981 

This chapel stands within its burial-ground immediately to 
the N of the village of Kiells. The building measures 7·6 m 
from E to w by 3·9 m transversely within walls up to 0·9 m in 
thickness. The N wall stands almost to its original height, but 
the remaining walls now rise only to an average height of 
I · 5 m. The masonry is oflocal random rubble with quoins of 
the same material, but there is some evidence to suggest that 
the doorway and window margins, now almost entirely 
removed, were composed of butT-coloured sandstone. The 
entrance was situated towards the wend of the s wall, and the 
chapel was lit by a pair of splayed windows placed opposite 

Chapel and burial-ground, Cill Chaluim Chi lie, 
Kiells, Islay (No. 327) 

C. plan 
D. graveslab 

to each other towards the E end of the building. The burial
ground is enclosed by a wall of comparatively recent date. 

The chapel, which was dedicated to St Columba (Gaelic, 
Calurn Cifle), appears to be of late medieval date . 
Presentations to the chaplainry, then held jointly with that of 
the nearby chapel on Eilean Mor, Finlaggan (No. 404), are 
recorded in 1503 and 1542. At that period the patronage of 
both chapels belonged to the Crown as successor to the 
MacDonald Lords of the Isles. The lands belonging to St 
Columba's Chapel, namely Knocklearoch (Knokclerich) and 
Balleoschane, are mentioned in crown rentals of 1507 and 
1509.1 The settlement of Kilcholmkill, but not the chapel, is 
indicated on Pont's map, but it is included in Martin's late 
17th-century list ofIslay churches. 2 

FUNERARY MONUMENTS 

The following monuments are in the burial-ground. A free
standing cross of late medieval date (No. 358) stands about 
300 m ENE of the chapel, probably in its original position. 

MEDIEVAL 
(1) Tapered slab bordered by triple plain mouldings, 

2'02m long by 0'52m wide at the head . At the top there has 
been a narrow panel for an inscription, now completely 
obliterated; in its place is a later inscription, DME 1703. Below 
the panel is a galley with furled sail, and then a single-hand 
sword with lobated pommel and inclined qui lions, flanked 
on each side by two intertwined plant-stems linked at the top 
to a pair of opposed animals. At the foot of the slab is a 
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casket and a pair of shears. (GAGM cast, no. 182; Steer and 
Bannerman, Monumental Sculpture , pI. 5s; Graham, Islay , 
pI. i, 1). Iona school, 14th- 15th century. 

POST-REFORMATION 
(2) A headstone bearing on the front a commemorative 

inscription to Archibald Anderson in 'Ki1comkill', who died 
in 1707, and on the reverse carved emblems of mortality. 

(3) A small round-topped stone commemorating John 
Young, a sailor from Greenock who died in 1708. 

(4) Recumbent slab of sandstone bearing an inscription 
commemorating Ma1colm Duffie who died in 1748. 
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Chapel and burial-ground, 
Cill Chaluim Chille, Tarhert, Jura (No. 328) 

A. plan 
B. cross-marked stone, E face 
C. cross-marked stone (scale 1: 15) 

328 Chapel and Burial-ground, CiII Chaluim Chille, 
Tarbert, Jura 
NR609822 May 1981 

The remains of this chapel, which was dedicated to St 
Columba (Gaelic, Calum Cille), are situated on level ground 
about 130m N of Tarbert Bay. The walls of the existing 
rectangular enclosure appear to be of 19th-century date, and 
there are no identifiable remains of an earlier enclosure. The 

33(£) chapel measures 7·8m from E to w by 3·4m transversely 
J62A within walls about 1 m thick whose inner face is preserved to 

an average height of 0·9 m. Entrance was by a doorway 0·8 m 
wide in the s wall , and against the E wall there are traces of the 
base of an altar. 

The burial-ground contains a number of un inscribed slabs 
of slate and simple upright grave-markers, the earliest 
inscribed stone dating from 1809. Local tradition records the 
discovery of 'stone coffins and tombs' ! in the vicinity of the 
chapel and of the standing stone No. 122, but the precise 
loca tion and nature of these burials are not known. 
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CRoss-MARKED STONE. Some 8 m w of the chapel, and just 
inside the w boundary of the enclosure, there is a standing 
stone of local green schist measuring 0-43 m by 0·13 m at the 
base and 1·9 m in height. This stone may be of prehistoric 
origin, like that situated 290 m to the WNW (No. 122), but it is 
doubtful whether it is in situ. Both faces bear sunken Latin 
crosses, 1·0 m in height and rising from slightly expanded 
bases. The cross on the E face (a) is formed by shallow 
grooves 70 mm wide, with the intersection of the arms left 
uncut as a simple square boss, while that on the W face (b) has 
been severely damaged by flaking. 

TOSAR CHALUIM CHILLE ('St Columba's Well '). This well, 
described in 1878 as 'a spring in rock . . . a few chains south 
east' of the chapel, could not be identified at the date of visit 
in the position apparently indicated on the Ordnance Survey 
map (NR610821).2 A small marshy spring is situated about 
5 m s of the SE angle of the burial-ground. 

J62S,C 
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329 Chapel, cm Choinnich, Colonsay (Site) 
NR355916 May 1975 

There are no visible remains of a chapel which was 
apparently dedicated to St Cainnech. Two human burials 
were discovered in the vicinity about 1880. 1 

A. Chapel, Cill Chomhan, Islay (No. 330); plan 

330 Chapel, cm Chomhan, Islay 
NR314411 March 1981 

This chapel is situated on a south-facing hillside some 300 m 
w of the boat-landing at Port Asabuis and at an elevation of 
65 m OD. Much of the surrounding land shows traces of rig
cultivation, and the remains of a small settlement are 
identifiable some 75 m to the w. 

The chapel measures 6·3 m from E to w by 3·1 m 
transversely within walls about I m in thickness which, 
although heather-grown, stand to a height of about 0·9 m. 
Much of the masonry-facing survives, but there are no 
identifiable traces of mortar. The apparent narrowness of the 
entrance, which is placed towards the middle of the N wall, 
may be the result of tumbled masonry. 

The building stands within a subrectangular enclosure 
measuring about 24 m from E to w by II m, which appears to 
have been subdivided by slighter walls in line with the E wall 
of the chapel. The boundary-wall is preserved in places to a 
height of 0·8 m and displays several stretches of masonry 
facework. At the E end of the site, where the wall ran along 
the edge of a rocky scarp, it was supported by substantial 
stone revetments. 

The dedication of the chapel was probably to St Comgim. 1 

331 Church (Site) and Burial-ground, cm Earnadail, Keils, 
Jura 
NR 524687 March 1980 

Nothing now remains of the church that formerly stood here, 
the only building now extant being the mausoleum of the 

B. Church (site) and burial-ground, Cill Earnadail, Keils, Jura (No. 331); 
mausoleum 

ECCLESIASTICAL MONUMENTS No. 331 

Campbells of Jura, erected to a design of William Burn in 
1838. 1 This takes the form of a barrel-vaulted cell with heavy 
angle-buttresses and a steeply-pitched roof of stone slabs . 
The round-arched entrance is screened by a cast-iron rail and 
above the arch-head a blank shield and label are carved in 
relief; the rear wall bears the incised date of erection. 

The drystone footings of buildings which are visible 
immediately to the sw of the burial-ground and on the 
adjacent left-hand bank of Abhainn a' Mhinisteir probably 
belong to the former township of Kill earn ad ale. 

This is the original site of the parish church of Jura, 
otherwise named Killearnadale. Little is known of the 
history of the church during the medieval period, and 
Monro's description of it as 'ane chapell somtyme the 
paroche kirk Kilernadil' indicates that the church had no 
parochial status in the middle of the 16th century, the mother 
church then evidently being regarded as that of Colonsay. 
The parish was of very considerable extent and included not 
only Jura and Colonsay (which was disjoined in 1861), but 
also the islands of Scar ba, the Garvellachs, Lunga and (until 
1726) Gigha. It is not known when the church was removed 
from this site, but the present parish church (No. 350) was 
erected in about 1777. The dedication was probably to St 
Ernan, a follower ofSt Columba. 2 

FONT. Two schist fragments of the rim of what may have 
been a medieval font are preserved at Jura Manse; both were 
found in the vicinity of the burial-ground. The basin 
evidently had an internal diameter of about 0·32 m within 
octagonal sides, the angles being defined by raised ribs. 

FUNERARY MONUMENTS 

The following monuments are in the burial-ground, except 
numbers 8- 11 which lie within the Campbell of Jura 
mausoleum. 

MEDIEVAL 
(I) Tapered slab, rounded at the base, measuring 1·58 m 

by 0·45 m. At the head there is a panel which has contained a 
three-line inscription in Lombardic capitals, but only 
occasional letters are now legible. Below is a central sword 
with lobated pommel and inclined quillons slightly expanded 
at the ends, set in a scabbard which ends in a chape. Flanking 
the sword are plant-stems, and at the foot are a casket with 
well-defined mountings, and a pair of shears. 14th-15th 
century. 

(2) Slab with pointed top, probably by the carver who 
produced a slab at Kilchoman (No. 366, 15). It is 1·71 m in 
length by 0·46 m in maximum width, at the foot. Within a 
roll-moulding there is a galley with no sail and 
disproportionately long mast, followed by a separate panel 
bordered by a second moulding. This contains a central 
sword similar to that on number I, flanked by plant-scrolls. 
To the right of the hilt there is a quatrefoil and to the left an 
animal. 14th-15th century. 

(3) Tapered slab bordered by a triple moulding measuring 
1·84 m by 0·49 m and much worn. At the top is a foliated 
cross, and then a central sword similar to that on number 1. 
The decoration to the right of the hilt has been obliterated, 
but to the left is a deer-hunt, while the sword-blade is flanked 
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Church (site) and burial-ground, CiII Earnadail, Keils, Jura (No. 331); graveslabs 

by plant-scrolls. At the foot is an illegible two-line inscription 
in Lombardiccapitals.14th- 15th century. 

(4) Tapered slab bordered by a roll-moulding, measuring 
1·73 m by 0·35 m and much worn. At the top is a panel for an 
inscription and beneath this, to the right, a seated ?human 
figure, followed by a central sword similar to that on number 
I, flanked by plant-scrolls. 14th-15th century. 

1648 (5) Tapered slab bordered by a triple moulding, 
measuring 1·91 m by 0·45 m; much worn. A square of 
plaitwork at the top is followed by a central sword similar to 
that on number 1, flanked by plant-scrolls. To the left of the 
hilt is a panel which may have borne an inscription, and to 
the right a pair of scissors, possibly indicating that the person 
commemorated was a tailor. 3 14th-15th century. 

IM(; (6) Tapered slab, pointed at the base and measuring 
1·67 m by 0·40 m. Within a roll-moulding there is a central 
sword similar to that on number 1. To the right of the hilt is a 
lion rampant and to the left a panel which may have borne an 
inscription. Below each quillon, close to the margin, is a 
vertical stem with simplified leaves branching inwards. 14th-
15th century. 

(7) Part of a slab, broken across and measuring 1·02 m in 
length by 0'24m to 0'28m in width . It has a simple border, 
and at the centre are two incised lines, probably the remains 
of a sword-blade. This slab may be oflate medieval date. 

PosT-REFORMATION 
IMf) (8) A recumbent slab of sandstone carved in relief with an 

armorial achievement, the shield bearing: quarterly, 1st and 
4th, gyronny of eight; 2nd, a castle; 3rd, a galley, sail furled. 
The crest is a dexter hand holding a lance and the motto is 
AUDACESJUVO (('I help the bold'). At the top there are carved 
the emblems of mortality, and proceeding from a trumpet a 
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label with the motto SURGITEETVENITE ('Rise up and come (to 
judgement)'). In the lower part of the slab is the inscription: 

HERE LYES THE / CORPS OFDUNCAN / CAMPBEL BAILIE / OF JURA 
& LAWFUL SON TO / ALEXANDER CAMPBEL OF LOCH/ INEL 
WHO DYED THE 2D DAY / OF MAY 1695 
AND OF HIS AGE / THE 99TH YEARS 
AND THE / CORPS OF MARY MCLEAN 
DA/UGHTER TO HECTOR MCLEAN / OF TORLOISK HIS SPOUSE 

Duncan, a younger son of Alexander Campbell, 3rd of 
Lochnell, acquired the lands of Sanaig in Jura in 1666 and at 
about the same time was appointed by the 9th Earl of Argyll 
to be bailie and chamberlain of the island. 4 

(9) A recumbent slab of sandstone bearing a partially IME 

recut inscription commemorating John, son to Duncan 
Campbel, bailie of Jura (supra , number 8), and Catherine, 
daughter to Colin Campbel of Loch in el, his spouse, who died 
in 1726 aged 68. John Campbell, 2nd of Sanaig, died in 1736 
aged 95,s but the space set aside for recording this 
information remains unfilled. Above the inscription is carved 
an armorial achievement in relief, the shield bearing: 
quarterly, 1st and 4th, gyronny of eight; 2nd, ?a boar's head 
couped; 3rd, a galley, sail furled. Beneath is a label bearing 
the motto AUDACES JUvo ('I help the bold') The crest is 
illegible. 

(l0) A recumbent slab of schist bearing the inscription: 

HIC JACENT IN TUMULO ARCHIBALDUS / CAMPBELL 
HYPOTHECARIUS CREDITOR DE / LOCHHEAD 
DUNCANI CAMPBELL BALlVI / JURAE FILIUS SECUNDUS / 
AETATE SUA 66 
ET CONIUX EIUS KATHRINA McSUEEN 
IURAE / PASTORIS FILlA AETATE SUA 63 



('Here lie entombed Archibald Campbell, wadsetter of 
Lochhead (CampbeItown), second son of Duncan ' 
Campbell, bailie of Jura, aged 66, and his wife, Katherine 
MacSween, daughter ofthe minister of Jura, aged 63'). 

Beneath the inscription are carved two shields. The upper 
one is charged, for MacSween, a chevron between three 
boars' heads couped, and above it there is an ?animal for 
crest, with a label bearing the motto JE ESPERE ('I hope'). The 
lower shield bears quarterly, for Campbell : 1st, a boar's head 
couped; 2nd and 3rd, gyronny of eight; 4th, a galley, sail 
furled. Beneath are carved two lines of almost illegible verse 
which, with the help of a 19th-century transcript, 6 may 
tentatively be restored to read: 

MORTEM PRAE OCULIS OTIIA (sic) NOS JUBENT HABERE 
QUOCUNQUE DUCET NOS ITER AD VIT~ BEATAM 

('Our pastimes bid us keep death before our eyes, 
whithersoever the way to blessed life may lead us'). 

Archibald Campbell, younger son of the above mentioned 
Duncan (number 8) and ancestor of the Camp bells of 
Glendaruel, appears to have died in or before 1722.7 

(11) A recumbent slab of sandstone of early 19th-century 
date bearing an inscription which identifies it as LEAC NAN TRI 
IAINEAN {'the stone of the three Johns') and commemorates 
John MacIain MhicIain MacLean, uncle of Mary MacLean, 
wife of the Duncan Campbell who died in 1695 (supra , 
number 8) . 

(12) A recumbent slab of slate bearing an inscription in 
irregular capital letters which commemorates Mary Smith, 
wife of Don aid McIndior, 'Gardenar', who died in 1785 aged 
46. 

Burial-ground. Cill Earnadail , 
Keils, Jura (No. 331) 

A. headstone 

(13) An incomplete headstone of slate, commemorating 
Alexander McIsaac who died in 1811 aged 29, and bearing in 
relief a carpenter's square and dividers. 

332 Chapel, cm Eathain, Islay 
NR279433 March 1981 

This chapel, which was evidently dedicated to St John 1 is 
situated on a natural terrace some 30 m s of the Abhainn 
Ghil , about 500 m E of that stream's outfall into Loch Indaal 
and 360 m NE of Lower Killeyan farmhouse . 

26(J) The walls of the chapel are now represented by low turf-
covered stony mounds enclosing an area about 5 m from NE 
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B. Chapel , Cill Eathain, Islay (No. 332); plan 

No. 334 

to SW by 3·5 m transversely. A break towards the NEend of the 
SE wall appears to be of recent origin, and the position of the' 
original entrance is uncertain. 

The building stands within a roughly circular enclosure 
about 19m in diameter, delimited to the NE by a natural 
scarp, and on the other sides by a turf-covered mound up to 
0·8 m in height and 1·4 m in thickness, which incorporates 
occasional massive facing-stones. There are traces of a 
possible wall curving NW from the N angle of the chapel, 
which appears to have divided the lower area to the NE from 
the remainder of the enclosure, but this feature is obscured 
by a mound of stones, probably cleared from the 
surrounding land which shows evidence ofrig-cuItivation. 

1 
, 19 2p 
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C. Chapel and burial-ground, Cill Eileagain, Craigens, Islay 

(No. 333); plan 

333 Chapel and Burial-ground, cm Eileagain, Craigens, 
Islay 
NR298669 September 1975 

165B 

The turf-grown footings of this chapel stand within a 0- 165C 
shaped burial-ground measuring about 18 m from NE to sw 
by 14 m transversely within a drystone dyke about I m in 
thickness. The chapel itself, which also appears to have been 
of drystone construction, measured about 5· 5 m from E to w 26(QJ 

by 2·7 m transversely within walls about I m in thickness; the 
doorway was in the N wall. There are no identifiable 
tombstones. 

334 Chapel and Burial-ground, cm Eileagain, Mulreesh, 
Islay 
NR403694 September 1975 

The turf-covered footings of this chapel stand within a 
burial-ground about 700 m N of M ulreesh . The building 
measured about 5·5 m from E to w by 3 m transversely within 26(K ) 

walls about I m in thickness and the entrance lay in the s wall. 166A 
The burial-ground is roughly square on plan and measures 
about 18 m by 15 m within a stone-and-turf dyke some I· 5 m 
in width . 

CARVED STONE. A small slab of quartzitic sandstone, 
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Chapel and burial-ground, Cill Eileagain, M ulreesh, Islay (No. 334) 
A.plan 
B. cross-marked stone (scale I: 15) 

probably derived from the local quartzites, was found at this 
site about 1960 and is now at the Museum ofIslay Life, Port 
Charlotte. Incomplete at the foot and damaged at the edges, 

1MB it measures 0·41 m by 0·34m. On one face it bears an incised 
cross formed from a single strand, doubled in the arms and 
interlaced at the centre; the upper arm ends in a loose 
triquetra knot, but the other terminals are worn or lost. In 
the upper left canton there is incised a minute Latin cross. 
This stone was probably a grave-marker, although it is 
uncertain whether it was designed to be recumbent or 
upright. It was possibly modelled on a type of expansional 
cross, with similar plaited centre, of which examples at Iona 
and Glendalough date from the 10th century.l* However, 
errors in the interlacing at the centre and the terminal suggest 
that it was not the work of a professional carver. (Lamont, 
Sculptured Stones, pI. ix b). 

166D 

C. Burial-ground, Cill Luchaig, Islay (No. 335); plan 

335 Burial-ground, cm Luchaig, Islay 
NR390452 April 1976 

This site, which was identified in 1878 as that of an 'ancient 
burial ground', I is situated in a larch-wood 260m ENE of 
Laphroaig Distillery, and at the foot of the s rock-face, some 
8 m in height, of Cnoc Luchaig. It comprises an oval 
enclosure measuring about 24 m from sw to NE by 13 m 
transversely within a boundary-wall, now fragmentary, 
which except at the SE is formed by a single thickness oflarge 
boulders. The entrance appears to have been at the E 
extremity, and to the N of it there is an inner enclosure, 7 m in 
maximum span, formed by a curving wall which abuts the 
outer wall and incorporates a narrow entrance in the SE 
sector. There are no identifiable funerary monuments. 

336 Burial-ground, cm Mhoire, Lagavulin, Islay 
NR40l458 May 1976 

These remains, which are evidently dedicated to St Mary 
(Gaelic, Moire), lie on level ground about 10 m from the N 
bank of the Srath Teamhair. They comprise a well-defined 
circular enclosure measuring 8·5 m in diameter within a 
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drystone rubble wall 2·0 m in thickness. The wall survives to 
a maximum height of 0·8 m, and in the NE sector there is an 
entrance which splays outwards from 0·8 m to 1·1 m in width. 

Immediately outside the E half of the enclosure there are 
some low earthen mounds, probably field-banks, which 
extend south-eastwards. A large recumbent slab lies 

ml 19 29 
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D. Burial-ground, till Mhoire, Lagavulin, Islay (No. 336); plan 

immediately E of the entrance, and two rough field-boulders 
with squared arrises stand upright on the SE edge of the field
banks. The field in which the enclosure is situated shows 
evidence of ploughing. 

1 
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E. Chapel, Cill Mhoire, Oronsay (No. 337); plan 

337 Chapel, cm Mhoire, Oronsay 
NR360888 April 1978 

The turf-covered remains of this small subrectangular 
building are situated about 80 m s of the track to Oronsay 
Priory (No. 386). It is a round-angled structure which is 26(F) 

aligned E-W and measures 5·5 m by 3·5 m transversely within 166E 

walls I m thick and 0·35 m in maximum height. The 
dedication was evidently to St Mary. 

1 

F. Chapel, Cill Mhoire, Upper Kilchattan, Colonsay (No. 338); plan 

338 Chapel and Burial-ground, cm Mhoire, Upper 
Kilchattan, Colonsay 
NR377957 May 1977 

The remains of this chapel and its associated enclosure 
occupy a site on the N side of the highway at Upper 
Kilchattan, about 90 m ENE of the Baptist Chapel and about 
1·6 km NE of the medieval parish church (No. 364). The site 
was evidently dedicated to St Mary. 

The chapel is an oblong round-angled structure measuring 
internally about 7 m from E to w by 4 m. The walls, which 
survive to an average height of 0·7 m, are over 1 m in 
thickness and are of drystone rubble construction; the 
location of the entrance is not clearly defined. A large 
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recumbent slab is laid in the position of an altar at the E end 
of the interior. 

The building stands within an approximately D-shaped 
166F enclosure which is open-ended to the N and in the E sector 

forms a scarped platform about 0'7m high. The Nand w 
areas of the enclosure show evidence of ploughing, and there 
are field-banks and structural remains of indeterminate 
character immediately to the w. The 'numerous half-buried 
uninscribed gravestones' mentioned in an earlier account! 
appear to be merely natural surface boulders. 

339 Burial-ground, cm Ronain, Sanaigmore, Islay 
NR234696 July 1973 

The visible remains comprise a stone-walled enclosure of 
roughly circular form, measuring about 20 m in diameter 
over all and having indications of what may have been an 
outer ditch on the Nand E sides. The interior is much 
overgrown, but two plain stone grave-markers were visible at 
the date of visit. 
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A. Chapel and burial·ground, Cill Tobar Lasrach , Islay (No. 340); plan 

340 Chapel, cm Tobar Lasrach, Islay 
NR373457 May 1976 

The turf-covered remains of a chapel occupying the NE side of 
a subcircular enclosure lie at the E foot of a rocky ridge in 
pasture about 0·8 km NE of Port Ellen. The chapel measures 

26(N) 7 m from E to w by 3-4 m transversely within walls about I m 
in thickness and 0·8 m in maximum height. The walls are of 
drystone rubble, and the angles are rounded externally and 
squared internally; a doorway 0·7 m wide is located slightly w 
of the centre of the s side-wall. The enclosure, which 
measures some 14m in maximum extent from E to w, is 

167A formed by a turf-and-rubble dyke 1·3 m thick and surviving 
1678 in places to a height ofO' 7 m. The entrance, in the sw sector, is 

flanked by a pair of socketed gate-piers, and a third pierced 
slab lies recumbent nearby. From near the NW angle of the 
chapel, the intermittent facing-stones of another dyke are 
visible ascending the rock outcrop for at least 8 m to the NW. 
Nothing can be seen of the well (lobar) that gives its name to 
the site. The dedication was probably to the Irish female 
saint, Lasair. ! 

B. Chapel and burial-ground, Cill Tobar Lasrach , Islay (No. 340); 
socketed stones 

ECCLESIASTICAL MONUMENTS No. 344 

341 Burial-ground, Cladh Dhubhain, Islay (Site) 
NR229675 April 1983 

The remains of a supposed 'old Burial Ground't. occupy a 
level platform overlooking an area of former rig-cultivation 
I km NE of Ballinaby. An oval area measuring about 24m 
from NE to sw by 15 m transversely is enclosed between the 
front scarp of the platform and a slight curving turf bank to 
the NW. Much of this ground is covered by scattered stones, 
doubtless partly derived from field-clearance, but no 
buildings or graves are identifiable. 

C. Chapel, Cladh Eilisteir, Portnahaven, Islay (No. 342); plan 

342 Chapel, Cladh Eilisteir, Portnahaven, Islay 
NR 186524 September 1975 

Only turf-covered footings now remain to indicate that this 
building measured about 10· 5 m from E to w by 4· 5 m 
transversely within walls about I m in thickness. The 
position of the entrance is uncertain. There is now no trace of 
an associated burial-ground. In view of the similarity of plan 
to the chapel at Kilbride (No. 363), it is possible that this 
building is of post-Reformation date. 

343 Burial-ground, Cladh Haco, SmauU, Islay 
NR216677 July 1973 

This burial-ground occupies an approximately circular area 
of irregular ground situated between two outcrops of rock. It 
measures about 18 m in overall diameter and was formerly 
enclosed by a drystone wall some 1·3 m in thickness; a later 
dyke, surmounted by a fence, bisects the enclosure. The 
interior is much overgrown, but a single plain stone grave
marker was observed at the date of visit. 

TOBAR HACO. This is the name given to a fresh-water spring 
which issues from the base of a rock outcrop situated about 
40 m NW of the burial-ground. 

344 Burial-ground, Cladh Mhic lain, Jura 
NR551713 August 1973 

About 10 m above the shoreline of Loch na Mile, and 
flanking a drainage ditch which runs shorewards about 
midway between two small unnamed burns, there may be 
seen the remains of two small enclosures now heavily 
overgrown with vegetation. The w enclosure is roughly 
circular in plan, measuring about 5 m in diameter, while its 
neighbour is slightly larger but of less regular shape. 
According to local tradition one of the enclosures was used 
for the burial of sailors and stillborn infants, and the other 
for members of the MacIan, or MacDonald, family . 
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Parish Church, Colonsay (No. 348); view from sw, c. 1861-72 

345 Burial-ground, Cladh nan Eireannach, Jura 
NR443705 August 1973 

This burial-ground stands at the send of Whit efarl and Bay, 
close to the point where the present road from Feolin to Inver 
descends to the shore to join an earlier track. There are no 
clear traces of an enclosure, but one or two plain stone grave
markers can be seen, together with the outlines of about half 
a dozen graves. Close to the road there stands a roughly 
carved headstone of pink sandstone bearing an incomplete 
inscription commemorating John Lyon, 'sailler' (sailor). The 
date of death is illegible but the style of lettering suggests a 
date in the late 18th or early 19th century. The top of the 
stone, however, appears to bear an earlier inscription, 
perhaps reading SH 1753, suggesting that the headstone is in 
secondary use. According to local tradition, 1 the burials are 
those of men stricken with fever in a boat in Whitefarland 
Bay. 

346 Burial-ground (possible), Cnocbreac, Jura 
NR446732 August 1973 

The remains of a small enclosure stand on the left bank of 
Abhuinn a' Chnuic Bhric about 200m NW of the former 
township of Cnocbreac. The enclosure measures about 20 m 
from NW to SE by 12 m transversely within an upcast bank and 
shallow outer ditch, part of which seems to occupy a former 
meander bed of the burn. Although no tombstones are now 
visible, this place is locally reputed to have been used as a 
burial-ground. 

347 Burial-ground, Cnoc na Cille, Brahunisary, Islay 
NR378462 ~ay1975 

This site, which in 1878 was 'said to be an ancient place of 
interment', 1 lies some 240 m SE of Brahunisary farmhouse . 
The summit of a piece of uncultivated ground, an ovoid area 
measuring about 11 m from N to s by 8 m transversely, has 
been surrounded by a revetment wall of boulders resting 
directly on the native rock. There are no identifiable funerary 
monuments. 

168 

348 Parish Church, Colonsay 
NR389940 May 1978 

This early 19th-century church occupies a dominant site 
overlooking Scalasaig village and harbour some 480 m to the 
E, and stands on an elongated D-shaped platform 
circumscribed by a rubble wall. It is a plain hip-roofed 
rectangular structure measuring 14·35 m from N to s by 
8·85 m transversely over cement-rendered rubble walls 0·7 m 
in thickness. 

The principal, or E, frontage has an advanced and 
pedimented centrepiece, fronted by a single-storeyed and 
round-ended vestry and is flanked by a pair of large 
semicircular-headed windows. There is a blind oculus 
immediately above the vestry, and the pediment is 
surmounted by a simple bird-cage belfry with ogival-topped 
canopy and ball-finial; a bell remains in situ. The welevation 
contains two similar windows, and the main entrance is set 
within a plain porch in the centre of the N end-wall. This 
porch and a shed built against the s wall represent the lower 
surviving portions of external forestairs, which formerly 
gave access to lofts at each end of the building. The stairs and 
lofts are shown on a survey-drawing of 1910,1 and at that 
date the layout included a central arrangement of 
communion tables. The pulpit stands against the E wall, and 
a hinged baptismal basin of pewter is attached to the rail at 
the NE corner of the podium. 

The church was designed and built by Michael 
Carmichael, architect, in 1801-4 at an original cost of 
£444.11s.6d., to which £41.15s .2d. was later added for 
fittings and furnishings. 2 It was intended to accommodate 
400 sitters, and served as a chapel of ease for the Colonsay 
and Oronsay portion of the parish of Jura until 1861 when 
Colonsay was disjoined quoad omnia and acquired separate 
parochial status. Some repairs to the church were required in 
1834. 

349 Cross-fragment, Colonsay House, Colonsay 
NR394967 October 1981 

Part of the tapered arm of an Early Christian free-standing 
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Parish Church; Colonsay (No. 348) 
A. view from NE 

Colonsay House, Colonsay 
(No. 349) 

B. cross·fragment (scale I: 15) 
Parish Church, Craighouse, Jura 

(No. 350) 
C. view from s C 

cross of unknown provenance lies on a terrace in the private 
garden immediately sw of Colonsay House (No. 409). The 

1698 fragment, which is much worn, is of epidotic schist, probably 
oflocal origin, and measures O· 37 m by O' 33 m. It bears in low 
relief part of a cable-moulding which has encircled the centre 
of the cross-head, and the arm contains interlaced knots 
(ECMS, 2, no. 658) with pointed terminals. This interlace
pattern is found on carvings of Early Christian date at 
Farnell, Angus, and Abercorn, West Lothian, I and a cable
moulding in the same position occurs in conjunction with a 
tapered arm of similar dimensions on the cross-slab at 
Soroby, Tiree. 2 

ECCLESIASTICAL MONUMENTS No. 350 

350 Parish Church, Craighouse, Jura 
NR527677 August 1974 

This church was built in about 1777 to replace an earlier one 
situated a short distance away at Keils (No. 331). It is a plain 
gable-ended building of oblong plan lit by a series of 169C 

semicircular-headed windows in the side-walls. The masonry 
is of harled rubble and the roof is slated. The two-storeyed 
wing on the NW side of the church was erected by Colin 
Campbell of Jura in 1842, when the interior was also 
remodelled. A further renovation was carried out in 1922, a 
new entrance being formed at the sw end of the building and 
the interior again recast. I 
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351 Cross-slab, Doid Mhairi, Port Ellen, Islay 
NRC.357458 

This cross-slab was discovered about 1838 during the 
clearance of Doid Mhciiri ('Mary's croft'), a small 
uncultivated area in a field about 200 m w of Port Ellen 
Distillery, lying at an elevation of about 7 m OD and some 
150 m from the N shore of Port Ellen Bay. The area had been 
used for field-clearance, and 'some appearance of an 
enclosure or building' was reported, but no burials were 
found. 1 The slab was preserved in the grounds of Kildalton 
House until 1923, when it was presented to the National 
Museum of Antiquities of Scotland. 

It is a roughly rectangular slab of epidiorite measuring 
1·02 m in height by 0·37 m in maximum width. On one face it 
is carved in low relief with a ring-headed cross having deep 
hollow armpits and splayed arms. At the centre of the cross
head is a small disc or boss, and the edges of the cross and 
ring are wrought with continuous bead-mouldings. Above 
the arms are two discs with sunken centres, probably 
representing the sun and moon. The foot of the cross passes 
through an irregular plait of double-beaded bands which 
flank the shaft and bifurcate at the top to form tendrils with 

B 

Cross-slab. D6id Mhairi , Port ElIen , 
Islay (No. 351) CA , scale I: 15) 

lobed terminals. These tendrils have been identified by R B K 
Stevenson as a characteristic motif of the 'Ringerike' style of 
Scandinavian art, and the slab may be attributed to the 
second half of the I1 th century. 2 (NMAS cast IB3, on loan to 
Museum of Islay Life, Port Charlotte; PSAS, 17 (1882- 3), 
277, 279- 81 and fig . 3; Graham, Islay, pI. xxx, 107; Stevenson 
R B K, in PSAS, 92 (1958- 9), 53-4 and pI. xi , I). 

352 Chapel and Burial-ground, Duisker 1, Islay 
NR366664 September 1975 

The footings of this chapel stand within a burial-ground 
about 700 m SE of Duisker farmhouse and 600 m ESE of the 
chapel No. 353. The building measures about 6·5 m from ENE 
to wsw by 3·5 m transversely within what appear to have been 
drystone walls about I m in thickness; the entrance is 
centrally placed in the ESE wall. The burial-ground is roughly 
triangular on plan, measuring about 22 m from N to s by 23 m 
transversely within a drystone wall about I m in thickness; 
the entrance was probably situated close to the s corner. 
There are no identifiable tombstones. 
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C. Chapel and burial-ground, Duisker I, Islay (No. 352); plan 

353 Chapel and Burial-ground, Duisker 2, Islay 
NR360667 September 1975 

The turf-grown footings of this chapel stand within a burial
ground about 200 m sw of Duisker farmhouse and 600 m 

N 

j 
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D. Chapel and burial-ground, Duisker 2, Islay (No. 353); plan 

WNW of the chapel No. 352. The building measures about 26(A) 

3·6m from ENE to WSW by 2·8m transversely within walls 
some 0·8 m in thickness, and the entrance lay in the wsw wall. 
The burial-ground is approximately circular, measuring 1700 

about 13 m in diameter within a dry stone wall about 1·3 m in 
thickness; the entrance appears to have been in the N sector. 
There are no identifiable tombstones, but a low stony mound 
immediately to the E of the chapel may mark the position of a 
grave . 

354 Early Christian Monastery, Chapel and Settlement, 
Eileach an Naoimh, Garvellachs 
NM640097 May 1981 

Eileach an Naoimh, the sw island of the Garvellach group, 
measures 1·9 km from NW to SE by O' 5 km in maximum width 
and has an area of about 60 ha. To the NW, facing Mull, it 
presents a sheer cliff-face of metamorphosed limestone, from 
45 m to 60 m in height, from which its surface slopes towards 
the rocky SE shore. This slope is broken by several elongated 
rock-outcrops and minor cliffs, interspersed by grassy 
troughs which show evidence of rig-cultivation. The main 
group of structures described below is situated in a hollow, 
sheltered to the w by the highest summit (77 m OD) on the 
island. The inner enclosure (A on Fig.) lies about 100 m N of a 
T-shaped inlet which at certain states of the tide offers a 
convenient boat-landing, and from which it is approached by 
a gully about 10 m in width . A low cliff running sw from this 
gully forms the upper limit of a raised-beach terrace above 
the boat-landing, on which is situated an outlying enclosure 
or burial-ground, and on rising ground above this cliff is a 
small circular enclosure known as 'Eithne's Grave'. Some 
80 m ESE of the inner enclosure, in rocky ground close to the 
shore, is a double beehive cell. A natural spring, Tobar 
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Early Christian monastery. chapel and settlement. Eileach an Naoimh. Garvellachs (No. 354); aerial view from NE 

Chaluim Chi lie eSt Columba's Well') is situated 30 m N of the 
boat-landing. 

SUMMARY 

The earliest remains on the site are the double beehive cell; 
Eithne's Grave with its associated cross-slab; the inner 
enclosure (A) together probably with two other transverse 
walls (Bl. B2) blocking the approach gully; an underground 
chamber which may represent the remains of another 
beehive cell; and the upper burial-ground with its associated 
cross-slab. All of these remains appear to be of Early 
Christian date, and are probably to be associated with a 
monastic settlement of the pre-Norse period. The continued 
ecclesiastical use of the site is shown by the construction in 
the inner enclosure of a chapel of clay-mortared masonry, 
which may be attributed to the 11th or 12th century. John of 
Fordun, writing about 1380, described the island as a 
sanctuary, and one graveslab of late medieval type is 
preserved (infra , number 5), while a lime-mortared building 
standing w of the approach gully is probably a church of the 

same period. It is possible, but unlikely, that part of a 
domestic building of this period is incorporated in a complex 
later structure, traditionally known as ' the monastery' (F). 
The period at which the sw burial-ground was used is 
uncertain. 

The remaining features described below date from the 
post-Reformation agrarian use of the island, in the 17th and 
18th centuries by a small resident population and thereafter 
as an outlying part of the farm on Garbh Eileach (No. 421). 
They include a corn-drying kiln and winnowing-barn of 
18th- or early 19th-century date, an enclosure or stack-yard 
(E) adjacent to the E boundary of the upper burial-ground, 
and successive additions to the so-called 'monastery' , the last 
of these being associated with its conversion into a sheepfold 
in 1859. Two round-angled structures in the SW burial
ground, and others (G) on the raised beach NW of the boat
landing, may be attributed to the same period. 

Eileach an Naoimh first attracted the attention of 
antiquaries in the first half of the 19th century, and much of 
the subsequent literature is devoted to the identification, 
proposed by Skene, with the Columban monastery of Hinba. 
A number of early photographs, taken by the Revd J B 
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174B. Mackenzie in 1869 and by subsequent visitors,! provide 
178A valuable information about buildings which have since 

deteriorated or been altered. A detailed and accurate 
description, with a plan by the late C S T Calder, was 
prepared in 1927 by a party from the Glasgow 
Archaeological Society under the direction of Professor T H 
Bryce.2 In 1937 the masonry of the beehive cell was 
consolidated and some clearance undertaken, particularly in 
the inner enclosure, by the then Office of Works. 

DESCRIPTION 

THE BEEHIVE CELL. This substantial double cell is situated 
173 60 m from the shore and about 130 m NE of the principal 

boat-landing, from which it was approached by a valley 
bounded by the rock-outcrop that shelters the cell from the 
prevailing sw wind. The ground on which it is built falls 
about 2· 3 m from NW to SE, and the upper chamber is cut into 

175A,B the slope so that its present floor is about 1·4 m below the 
external ground-level. The building is of figure-of-eight plan, 

174A measuring 12·5m in overall length from WNW to ESE, and a 
low passage connects the two chambers. Each has an external 
doorway, but the whole sand E sector of the lower chamber 
appears to have been rebuilt on a new alignment at a fairly 
recent date and its doorway belongs to this rebuilding. The 
original diameter of this chamber was about 4·8 m, and of the 
other 4·1 m within 1·5 m walls, and the height to the apex of 
the domed vault that survives over the NW half of the upper 
chamber is 3·7m. 

The cell is built of local flaggy sandstone, mainly in thin 
slabs, with occasional slabs of Easdale slate. This material is 
skilfully used in the corbelled vault of the upper chamber, 
where a smooth internal curve is achieved by oversailing 
courses and the use of naturally bevelled slabs, but the outer 
surface is less regular and was perhaps designed to be covered 
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Eileach an Naoimh (No. 354); beehive cell 
A . plan and section 
B. view from sw, 1869 

with turf; an external scarcement about 1·4 m below the top 
of the dome may have helped to support such a cladding.3* 
Comparison with early photographs shows that the smooth 
curved wall-face above the external opening of the entrance
passage of the upper chamber is the result of modern 
restoration, probably in 1937, and the use of lime mortar to 
point the lintels of the entrance- and linking-passages, some 
of which were renewed, may be attributed to the same 
operation. Otherwise no mortar appears to have been used in 
the construction of the cell. It is probable that, in its original 
form, the masonry at the entrance extended at least I m 
beyond the rebuilt wall-face, where a low footing survives to 
the w, giving the passage a length of about 2· 5 m. It measures 
1·0 m in height and 0·6 m to 0·8 m in width, while the passage 
connecting the chambers is 1·1 m in height and 0·6 m in 
width . Two vents, each about 0·4 m wide and 0·2 m high, 
which penetrate the sw and ENE walls of the upper chamber 
about 1·2 m above floor-level, admitted air and some light 
and, along with a narrower opening high in the NW section of 
the vault, may have allowed the use of a fire. The floor-level 
of the lower chamber is about 0·4m below that of the other. 
The internal wall-face N of the passage survives to a height of 
about 1· 5 m and preserves the curved section of the lowest 
courses of a corbelled vault. Although this chamber had the 
larger diameter, however, its N wall has a minimum thickness 
of only 1 m, and evidently survives to its pcesent height 
because, like that of the upper chamber, it was set into the 
slope. The rest of the wall, lacking this abutment, has 
disappeared, and its materials were no doubt used for the 
irregular drystone dyke, I · 5 m in height, that now forms the s 
and E perimeter of the chamber. Its doorway has an aumbry 
in each ingo, and a passage, O· 5 m in both width and height, 
penetrates the E wall at ground level. This may have been a 
drain to allow use as a byre or, if it was a sheep-pen, an 
access-passage for lambs. 
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Eileach ail Naoimh (No. 354); beehive cell 
A. view from SE 
B. view from w 
C. interiorofN cell C 
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Eileach an Naoimh (No. 354); Eithne's Grave 
A.plan 
B. view from sw 

ElTHNE'SGRAVE. This small circular enclosure, identified in 
19th-century local tradition as the burial-place of St 
Columba's mother,4 is situated 130m sw of the inner 
enclosure (A), at an elevation of about 35 m OD. It is placed at 
the edge of a scarp from which the hillside slopes steeply to 
SSE and ENE, and although visible from the inner enclosure, it 
is most conspicuous from the boat-landing and approach. It 
comprises a kerb of flattish slabs, about 0·8 m in average 
thickness, enclosing a roughly circular area about 3·2 m in 
diameter. Investigation of the kerb by the Inspectorate of 
Ancient Monuments in 1972 showed that the structure lies 
on sloping bedrock, being built up on the SE or downhill side 
to a height of about I m, whereas to the Nand w it is almost 
level with the ground-surface. 5 The soil within the kerb, 
which was not excavated in 1972, was presumably imported 
to allow burials. At the NE edge of the enclosure are two 

C . Eileach an Naoimh (No. 354); central area from w 

176 

upright slabs, side by side and 0·35 m apart. That to the SE is 
incised with a cross on the sw face (infra, number I), and 
facing it at a distance of2·6 m is a third upright slab, of slate. 
Reports of the discovery of female remains in this area are 
extremely vague,6 and it is not known whether the enclosure 
contained more than one grave. It appears to belong to a 
class of 'specially marked graves', which are found in 
Western Britain and Ireland in the Iron Age and Early 
Christian period. 7* 

THE CENTRAL AREA: The Approach Gully. The mouth of the 
approach gully lies about 30 m N of the well, and the 
intervening space is flanked to the w by a roughly triangular 
enclosure (C) bounded on two sides by cliffs. The wall 
forming the enclosure is fragmentary, and is interrupted at 
the point nearest the well by the remains of a wall or platform 
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covered in stony debris. This has been identified as one side 
of an entrance-gate,8 but no evidence survives of the other 
jamb, and the identification is doubtful. The mouth of the 
gully has been spanned by a wall (Bi), represented by 
scattered boulders, which at each side rose on to a spur of 
higher ground. About 12 m W of the probable opening in this 
wall, and surmounting a rock-outcrop which interrupts its 
line, there is a masonry platform (Di) measuring about 3 m 
by 2· 5 m and 0·8 m in height whose surface is covered with 
quartz pebbles, while a few stones in a corresponding 
position 16 m E of the entrance may be the remains of a 
similar platform (D2). These two platforms, flanking the 
entrance and about 2·5 m above it, would be conspicuous 
from the boat-landing, and may have carried cross-bases or 
served as leachta. 

The next cross-wall (B2), 25 m N of the first, is represented 
to the E of the entrance by a few stones of the outer face, and 
to the w by a drystone revetment 1·3 m in height which 
returns N for 13 m, flanking a series of slab steps. The third 
cross-wall (B3), which forms the s boundary of the inner 
enclosure is a well-constructed drystone wall varying from 
1·8 m to 2·1 m in thickness and containing an opening about 
1·1 m in width. To the w it is overlain by the so-called 
'monastery' (F), while to the E it terminates against a natural 
slope. 

The inner Enclosure. This forms a rough pentagon 
measuring about 35 m in greatest span, and bounded to E, NE 

and NW by higher ground with occasional rock-outcrops. On 
these sides there are remains of drystone revetment-walls, 
and it is probable that to the N the level area has been 
extended by cutting into the slope. The w boundary is a low 
turf-covered mound about I m thick, which extends SSE for 
12 m from the NW angle, but has been obliterated in the level 
ground beside the 'monastery' . Within the enclosure are 
several piles of stone, probably the result of clearance by the 
Office of Works. A larger stone-heap near the NE angle of the 
chapel may be the result of earlier clearance of the site, or 
agricultural field-clearance. 

A 

Eileach an Naoimh (No. 354); underground cell 
A. interior 
B. plan and section 
C. stair 

ECCLESIASTI CAL MONUMENTS No. 354 

The Underground Cell. This comprises a slab-lintelled 
inner chamber, about 1·8 m in height, and a rootless outer 
chamber whose floor is about 1·1 m below ground level, and 
which abuts the inner face of the s wall of the inner enclosure. 
A path paved with large slabs leads from the entrance of the 
enclosure to a flight of steps giving access to the polygonal 
outer chamber. An obliquely set stone at the w side of the 
steps probably marks the entrance-jamb of the chamber, 
which measured about 2 m from N to s by 1·5 m transversely. 
The N wall, which survives to an internal height of 0·9 m, 
shows no evidence of corbelled construction, and it is not 
apparent how the chamber was roofed. The jambs of the 
doorway of the inner chamber are modern, but its original 
lintel remains in situ. At floor-level the chamber is circular in 
plan, with a diameter of 1·4 m, except that the N wall is 
straight, but the upper part of the w wall also forms a straight 
chord, and incorporates a well-formed aumbry whose sill 
projects beyond the curved wall-face below. It is probable 
that both chambers were used for storage, although the 
literary references quoted by Simpson9 show that the 
suggestion of a penitential use cannot be discounted. 
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Eileach an Naoimh (No. 354); chapel 
A. view from NW. 1869 
B. view from E 
C. interior ofEwall 
D. plan and section 

B 

The Early Chapel. This building stands in the E half of the 
inner enclosure, and measures 6·6 m from E to w by 3·6 m 171-2 

transversely within walls which vary from 0·85 m to 1·0 m in 176C 

thickness and survive to a maximum height of 2-6 m. The 178 

masonry is composed of long thin slabs of sandy flagstone 26(0) 

obtained on the island, with occasional pinnings of the same 
material, brought to a neat wall-face. A considerable amount 
of clay survives in the thickness of the wall, and was probably 
originally used as mortar. The upper part of the N wall 
overhangs internally by about 0-2 m, and this has been 
interpreted as evidence for a former corbelled vault of Irish 
type. \0 However, the inner face of the s wall displays only a 
very slight inclination, and although the well-bonded 
internal angles show that a slight batter was intended, 
perhaps to reduce the span for a timber roof, the exaggerated 
overhang of the N wall was probably due to settlement of the 
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wall-core, increased by the growth of vegetation on the wall
head. The side-walls are, in any case, too thin to support a 
vault ofthe suggested height. 

The entrance-doorway, at the centre of the w wall, has lost 
the lintelled head shown in Mackenzie's photograph of 1869. 
It originally measured about 1·9 m in height by 0·7 m in 
width, and the lower part of the N jamb is inclined slightly 
inwards, whereas the upper part is vertical. The only light in 
the chapel was provided by a flat-lintelled double-splayed 
window in the E wall, which has a mid-wall width of 0·2 m 
and a height of 0·38 m. Immediately s of the window, and 
level with its sill, a slab O' 35 m in projection extends to the SE 

angle. Like the shelf in a corresponding position on Nave 
Island (No. 383) this may have been a substitute for an 
aumbry, or a support for lamps. 

Even before the collapse of the door-head in the w wall, the 
wall-head level of the end- and side-walls was uniform . . 
However, the side-walls preserve four pairs of sockets for 
pitched rafters which were probably associated with stone 
gables, although it is not apparent whether the roof so 
formed was the original one. An internal bridging slab in the 
sw angle, and rough sockets in the other angles, suggest that 
at a later date a hipped roof was constructed, and during the 
last quarter of the 19th century a rough lean-to shed was built 
inside the chapel against the E wall. 11 The pavement of small 
slabs inside the building is probably also connected with 
recent agrarian use. 

The Burial-ground. This is a squarish enclosure situated 
40 m sw of the inner enclosure and measuring 22 m by 25 m. 
Its surface is level, but the wand N boundaries have been cut 
into rising ground and revetted with drystone masonry. The s 
wall, about 1 m in thickness, can be traced curving along the 
summit of a narrow rock-outcrop, but the E wall appears to 
have been rebuilt as the w wall of an agricultural enclosure 
(E), probably of early 19th-century date, measuring about 
20 m square. Near the E wall of the burial-ground there is a 
cross-marked grave-marker of Early Christian date (infra, 
number 2), and near the centre of the enclosure are four 
square or rectangular stone-built platforms about o· 5 m 
high; that to the NW incorporates a recumbent slab of slate. 
These platforms seem too numerous to have been leachta, 
but they may have marked burials. 

A. Eileach an Naoimh (No. 354); medieval church, plan 

The Medieval Church. This building occupies a terrace 
15 m sw of the inner enclosure and immediately above the 
revetted w side of the approach gully. The main part 
measures 8·7 m from NE to sw by 4·8 m transversely within 
0·8 m walls, reduced to their lowest courses except for part of 
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the NW wall, which stands to a height of 2·0 m. The masonry 
of this wall comprises well-coursed rubble masonry bonded 
in lime mortar, and at the wand E angles there are quoins of 
Jurassic sandstone, probably obtained from the Carsaig area 
of Mull. The entrance was at the sw end of the SE wall. 
Although the orientation is much further from true E than 
that of the early chapel, this building appears to be a church 
of medieval date. Against the NE wall there are the footings of 
an annexe, 4·5m from NW to SE by 3·5m transversely within 
walls varying from o· 5 m to 0·8 m. This was probably not a 
chancel, since no communication appears to have been 
formed with the church, and such a feature would in any case 
be unusual in the ecclesiastical architecture of the Western 
Isles, but it may have been a sacristy, or possibly a post
Reformation burial-aisle. The church was subdivided by a 
cross-wall, likewise reduced to footing-level, parallel to and 
1·8 m from the NE wall, but the date and purpose of this 
alteration are uncertain . 

------- -3 
~---- -----, 

B. Eileach an Naoimh (No. 354); building F, plan 

Building F ('the monastery'). This complex structure is 
situated immediately sw of the inner enclosure, and its SE wall 17/-2 

is 2 m from the NW wall of the medieval church. It 176C 

incorporates work of at least four phases, the most recent of 178B 

which, its conversion into a sheepfold, was undertaken in 
1859, when human remains are said to have been 
discovered. 12 

The work of the first period comprises a rectangular 
building measuring 6·8 m from NW to SE by 3·2 m transversely 
within walls varying from 0·6 m to 0·85 m in thickness, which 
survive to a maximum height of about 1·9 m. The greater part 
of the sw side-wall was rebuilt, probably in 1859, and the NW 

half of the opposite side-wall has also been rebuilt, while the 
NW end-wall is reduced to its lowest courses, so that the only 
surviving features are two doorways, one towards the SE end 
of the NE side-wall and the other, which retains its lintel, in the 180A 

SE end-wall, and an aumbry in the outer face of the SE wall . 
The SE doorway and the aumbry served an annexe, 3·1 m 
from NW to SE by 3·5 m transversely, whose side-walls form 
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Eileach an Naoimlr(No. 354); A. interior of building F A 

straight joints against the angles of the original block. In 
both phases, however, the masonry is very similar, being of 
local flagstone bonded in clay mortar, and the difference may 
be one of construction rather than date. This range was 
probably a dwelling, and although a medieval origin, 
perhaps as a priest's house, is not impossible, it is more likely 
to belong to the agrarian occupation of the island in the 17th 
or 18thcentury. 

The rebuilding of part of the NE side-wall of this range, 
mentioned above, was associated with the addition of a 
second range at right angles to the first. Roughly built of 
drystone masonry, it measured about 6·3 m from NE to sw by 
3·3 m transversely within walls of irregular width. The 
greater part of the NE and NW walls has collapsed, and the 
only surviving features are a doorway and a small opening, 
probably a window, in the SE side-wall, and a ground-level 
opening, perhaps a drain, in the sw end-wall. This latter 
feature may indicate that at this period both ranges were 
being used to house stock. Their conversion into a sheepfold 
in 1859 was accomplished by the construction to the SE of a 
dry stone wall enclosing a court about 7 m square, with an 
entrance facing the early chapel, and by building a cross-wall 
in the NW range. Another cross-wall parallel to and only 0·7 m 
from the NW end-wall of the original range, which was 
recorded in 192713 and has since been removed, probably 
belonged to the same period. A large stone-heap in the 
courtyard is the result of clearance by the Office ofW orks. 

Eileach an Naoimh (No. 354) 
B. interior of kiln 
C. kiln from sw c 

180 

The Kiln . This drystone building, which resembles the 
corn-drying kiln on Garbh Eileach (No. 421), is situated at J7J-3 

the N end of a low knoll, some 35 m NE of the early chapel and 
overlooking an area of former rig-cultivation. It measures 
6·2m from NW to SE by 4'Om transversely over all. The 
rounded SE end is set into the slope, and its outer face retains a 180C 

projecting stone, evidently intended as a peg for a thatch-
rope, while the NW wall preserves its pitched gable. Two 
opposed doorways at the NW ends of the side-walls gave 
access to and controlled the draught in the interior, which 
was almost entirely occupied by the platform incorporating 
the conical kiln-bowl. The flue wa's set centrally in the NW wall 1808 

of the platform, and two projecting stones to the NE formed 

B 



steps. This building is known to have been used in the middle 
of the 19th century,14 and probably dates from the late 18th 
or early 19th century. 

The Barn. This round-angled building stands in an 
17/·3 exposed position at the SE edge of the knoll on which the kiln 
178A is situated, some 40 m s of the latter. It measures 9·2 m from 

NE to sw by 5·8 m over walls about 0·9 m in thickness, which 
survive to a maximum height of 1·8 m. Opposed doorways at 
the centres of the side-walls ensured a through-draught for 
winnowing. Two pairs of slots in the side-walls formerly held 
the lower members of the cruck-framed roof, which was 
probably of hipped form. The drystone masonry resembles 
that of the kiln, and this building may be attributed to the 
same period. There are turf-covered remains of a small 
annexe 2 m to the NE. 

THE SOUTH-WEST BURIAL-GROUND. This subrectangular 
172B enclosure is situated about 200 m sw of the inner enclosure, 

on a platform of level ground between the sw limb of the 
boat-landing and another steep-sided inlet, Geodha Bhride, 
to the sw. It measures 30 m from NE to sw by 9 m transversely 
within a drystone wall averaging about I m in thickness, 
which incorporates on the SE two massive slabs, set on edge 
and up to 1·6 m in height. The outlines of two round-angled 
buildings, with drystone walls I m in thickness and up to 
0·8 m in height survive near the end-walls of the enclosure. 
Each had an entrance in its SE wall, and that to the NE was the 
larger, measuring 8 m by 5·7 m over all. Excavations by the 
Glasgow Archaeological Society expedition in 1927 revealed 
four roughly-constructed slab-lined graves, all much 
disturbed, lying between the two buildings and in one case 
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partially underlying the sw wall of the larger building. 1 S The 
date of the burials is uncertain, but the buildings probably 
belong to the period of post-medieval agrarian settlement. 

OTHER BUILDINGS AND ENCLOSURES. Numerous minor 
features in the area surrounding the ecclesiastical remains 
may be attributed to the period of agrarian use. They include 
three small fragmentary buildings or enclosures (G) in J72B 

marshy ground at the foot of the cliff NW of the boat-landing, 
and a small structure with one rounded end (H) on the 
hillside 40 m sw of Eithne's Grave. The turf-covered 
foundations E of the head of the boat-landing (J) are so 
fragmentary that their nature and period are uncertain. 
Short lengths of masonry blocking gullies in the cliff NW of 
the sw burial-ground were evidently intended to prevent 
access by sheep, and other turf dykes designed to control 
stock are found close to the edge of the dangerous NW cliff of 
the island, and at the head of the valley that runs N from the 
inner enclosure. This valley, like that running sw from the 
burial-ground, displays well-preserved cultivation-rigs, and 171 
together with the hillside sw of Eithne's Grave these areas 
probably comprised most of the 5·6 acres (2, 3 ha) of arable 
ground recorded on the island in 1788.16 A drystone 
enclosure-wall in the valley NW of the beehive cell was 
probably used in connection with the landing of stock on the 
adjacent shore,17 and a short length of wall abutting the N 
side of the upper chamber of the cell probably formed part of 
this enclosure. 

FUNERARY MONUMENTS 

Number I is on Eithne's Grave, number 2 in the burial
ground and number 5 in the early chapel. Numbers 3 and 4 
were removed from the island in the late 19th century and are 
now in the National Museum of Antiquities of Scotland. 

EARL Y CHRISTIAN 
(I) Roughly rectangular slab with rounded top, of local 

flaggy sandstone. It measures 0·71 m in visible height by 
0·40 m in width. On the sw face is incised an equal-armed 
cross whose arms terminate in small circular expansions. The 
line of the lower arm is continued for 40 mm below the 
terminal by a less deeply-cut groove. (Anderson, J, Scotland 
in Early Christian times, 1st series (1881), fig. 34 on p.96, 
reproduced in ECMS, 3, fig. 421; TGAS, new series, 8 (1925-
33), figs . 19a, 22) . 

(2) Rectangular slab of local flaggy sandstone containing 
numerous small pebbles, 0'70m in visible height by 0·53 m in 
width. On the E face it bears a cross with expanded terminals, 
incised with a wider and deeper groove than number I. The 
horizontal and vertical arms are of almost identical length, 
but their intersection is raised a little above the mid-point. 
(TGAS, new series, 8 (1925- 33), fig. 19b). 

(3) Rectangular slab of slate, 0·62 m in height by 0·22 m in 
width, bearing on each face an incised Latin cross with 
expanded terminals . (PSAS, 32 (1897- 8), fig. 3 on p. 60, 
reproduced in ECMS, 3, fig . 420). 

(4) Part of a slab of slate, O· 37 m by O' 38 m, much worn. It 
bears in low relief the greater part of a cross-head with short 
broad arms contained within a broad double-beaded ring. 
The armpits are almost circular and are sunk to the same 
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depth as the adjoining spaces within the ring. Whereas the 
edges of the surviving vertical arm are straight, those of the 
side-arms are slightly concave. A superimposed outline cross 
is formed by pairs of parallel incisions on the cross-arms, 
which meet at the centre in a deeply incised circle. A groove 
which appears to form a ring for the superimposed cross may 
have been used in setting out the armpits of the larger one. 
(PSAS, 25(1890-1), 66). 

MEDIEVAL 

(5) Upper two-thirds of a tapered slab of slate with 
bevelled edges, 1·21 m by O' 56 m, broken across and much 
worn. It is bordered by continuous nail-head ornament 
within a flat moulding. At the right are remains of a sword 
with curved and inclined quillons and a central fuller, and 
above the hilt (which has been destroyed), a circle of loose 
interlace. Most of the surface is filled by intertwined plant
stems forming a vertical series of circular medallions, in 
imitation of a characteristic motif of the Iona school. 18 
(PSAS, 37 (1902-3), fig. 4 on p. 188; TGAS, new series, 8 
(1925-33), figs . 20, 21). 14th-J5th century. 

HISTORICAL NOTE 

The earliest remains on Eileach an Naoimh appear to belong 
to an ecclesiastical settlement of the Early Christian period 
which, in such a remote setting, is likely to be a small 
monastery or communal hermitage. Reeves and Skene, 
followed by later writers including Simpson, have argued 
that this was Hinba, one of the principal daughter-houses of 
Iona during Columba's lifetime. 19 Of the various objections 
to this identification, the most cogent is the fact that Eileach, 
unlike alternative sites such as Jura (cf. p. 27), has retained its 
pre-Norse name. 20 A possible connection with another ofthe 
great saints of the early Irish Church is suggested by the 
mention in some texts of the Latin Life of St Brendan of 
Clonfert of his establishment of a church on the island of 
Ailech in Britain. He intended to pass the remainder of his life 
there, but was induced to return to Ireland by a miraculous 
incident involving two sea-monsters. 21. The identification of 
Ailech with Eileach an Naoimh gains support from the 
survival in the Garvellachs and adjacent islands of 
traditional place-names connected with St Brendan,22. but 
none of the remains described above can be ascribed to a 
period as early as the 6th century. 

Whatever the origins of the ecclesiastical settlement on 
Eileach an Naoimh, the remains demonstrate its survivial 
into the medieval period, and John of Fordun writing about 
1380 described Helant-Leneou as a sanctuary although the 
church is not mentioned by Monro in 1549.23 In the early 
17th century Eileach an Naoimh and A' Chuli were included 
in the tenandry of Oronsay, as former lands of the priory 
(No. 386), and thereafter, along with Garbh Eileach (No. 
421), they were held from the Argyll family by a series of 
wadsetters and tacksmen. The earliest record of a lay 
population on the island dates from 1637, when two tenants 
appeared as witnesses to a sasine, but a Presbytery visitation 
of 1724 left the number of families blank in its report, and 
Langlands's survey of 1788 does not indicate whether it was 
still occupied. 24 When MacCulloch visited the island shortly 
before 1824 it was uninhabited but grazed by cattle from the 
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farm on Garbh Eileach, whose tenants are said to have used 
the corn-drying kiln at about that period. 2S The ecclesiastical 
monuments were placed in the guardianship of the Office of 
Works in 1926, and the limited conservation described above 
was undertaken in 1937.26 
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A, Burial-ground (possible), Gartacharra, Islay (No. 355); plan 

355 Burial-ground (possible), Gartacharra, Islay 
NR253615 September 1979 

These remains are situated about 150 m NW of Gartacharra 
farmhouse in a field known locally as the 'Big Day', 
apparently in memory of a local skirmish of unknown date. 
The remains comprise a roughly horseshoe-shaped enclosure 
surrounded on three sides by a turf-and-boulder bank and 
open-ended to the SE, where there are slight traces of a low 
broad mound. The enclosure measures 20 m from NW to SE by 
15m transversely over walls measuring from 2·5 m to 3'Omin 
width at base and standing to a height of about 1 m. The 
outer edge of the SE arm has a stone footing or kerb, now 
obscured by a recent deposit of field-clearance material. 
According to local information, a crude marker-stone 
situated immediately to the sw of this clearance heap 
indicates the position of a burial. 
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B. Chapel and burial-ground, Gleann na Gaoith', Islay (No, 3~6); plan 

356 Chapel and Burial-ground, Gleann na Gaoith', Islay 
NR211536 September 1975 

The remains of this chapel stand within a burial-ground on 
the s bank of the Abhainn Gleann na Gaoith a short distance 
above its debouchment into Loch Indaal. The building 
measures about 5 m from E to w by 2·9 m transversely within 
walls some 1· 3 m in thickness. These walls, which appear to 
be laid in clay mortar, stand to a maximum height of 1·2 m. 
The entrance is placed towards the wend of the N wall, facing 
the entrance to the burial-ground. A low turf-grown 
platform at the E end of the interior may represent the 
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A. Chapel and burial-ground, Gleann na Gaoith', Islay (No. 356); view from N 

footings of an altar. The burial-ground, whose configuration 
was evidently dictated by the nature of the site, is of 

1828 elongated oblong plan, measuring about 35 m by 11 m within 
a drystone wall some 1·4 m in thickness. The entrance was 
situated at the N corner. Immediately to the SE of the chapel 
there may be seen a roughly-built stone platform measuring 
about 2·8 m by 2 m over all . At the centre of the platform, 
which may mark a grave, there is a circular depression 
possibly formed by recent excavation. 

183B 

183C 

CARVED STONES. Two stones of probable Early Christian 
date (numbers 1 and 2) lie in the burial-ground, while a third, 
formerly in the ruined chapel, is now in the Museum ofIslay 
Life, Port Charlotte. 

(1) Pillar of Torridonian flagstone, of a type which 
outcrops further N in the Rinns, and also in the Portnahaven 
area. It measures 1·25 m in length by 0·26 m in maximum 
width. The upper half of the left edge has split off, and the 
surface of the butt has flaked off, probably accidentally. On 
one face is incised an outline cross whose long shaft overlies 
the transverse arm. An incised circle, drawn from a centre 
marked by a small depression, runs across the top arm and 
behind the other arms. While this discrepancy is probably the 
result of a carver's error, it may be intended to represent a 
wreath suspended from the cross, as found in Mediterranean 
art of the Early Christian period. (Lamont, Sculptured 
Stones, pI. va) . 

(2) Roughly rectangular slab of coarse epidiorite, of a 
type which outcrops on the shore some 200 m SE of the 
chapel. Damaged and possibly incomplete at the top, it is 
1·44 m long by 0·63 m wide, and its surface is irregular. At the 
centre is carved in false relief an equal-armed ringed cross 
with rounded and sunken armpits. Its stem is prolonged by a 
sunken shaft, about 90 mm wide, which in the lower part of 

ECCLESIASTICAL MONUMENTS No. 356 

Chapel and burial-ground, G leann na Gaoi th ', 
Islay (No. 356); carved stones 
(scale I: 15) 
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the slab is crossed by a sunken transom. Above the ringed 
cross, the central shaft is flanked by two outline Latin crosses 
having pellets in the upper cantons. Two cup-marks in the 
damaged area at the top of the slab appear to be unrelated to 
the remaining ornament and are probably secondary. 
(Lamont, Sculptured Stones, pI. ix c). 

183D (3) Roughly shaped cruciform stone of Torridonian 
flagstone, O· 59 m high by O· 27 m across the arms, which are 
slightly tapered. The · shaft is broken obliquely, and is 
probably incomplete. Like other cruciform stones of 
comparable size at Iona,1 this was probably a grave-marker. 
(Lamont, Sculptured Stones, pI. iii a). 

357 Burial-ground, Gruinart Cottage, Islay (Site) 
NR279685 July 1973 

There are no visible remains apart from a few boulders, 
which may have formed part of an enclosure wall. 

358 Cross, Kiells, Islay 
NR417687 July 1981 

A cross-shaft stands erect on the top of a low stony mound 
about 300 m ENE of the chapel No. 327. The mound may have 
been constructed as a base for the cross, and it is probable 
that the present socket-stone is original although the cross is 
not firmly bedded into it; the cross was evidently in its present 
position in 1772.1* Excluding the butt, the shaft measures 

184A 1·80m in height, and 0·28m by 0'16m at the base. On one 
face is a double plant-scroll of a type favoured by the Iona 
school, which ends at the foot in a dragon's head. On the 
opposite face is a similar double plant-scroll ending in a pair 
of dragons' heads, and enclosing a small equal-armed cross 
in each loop of the scroll . (SSS, 2, pI. xxxv). Iona school, 
14th- 15th century. 

A 

184 

A. Cross, Kiells, Islay (No. 358) 
B. Old Pa rish Church (site) and burial-ground, 

Kilarrow, Islay (No. 359); view from SE, 1772 

359 Old Parish Church (Site) and Burial-ground, Kilarrow, 
Islay 
NR335625 October 1980 

The site of this medieval church lies within the policies of 
Islay House, some 200 m N of Bridgend. Drawings by two of 
the artists who accompanied Joseph Banks in 17721 show 
that it stood in the NW angle of the burial-ground where the 
present N boundary-wall, much patched, may incorporate 
some early masonry. At that period the N wall of the church 
preserved two windows with pointed rear-arches, apparently 
of late 13th-century character, and a fragment of the s wall, 
containing a small round-headed window, was also extant, 
while a two-storeyed slated structure with a chimney and 
timber ?bell-cot had been erected at the wend. A small 
number of architectural fragments have been reused to build 
a tomb-chest of 1767 (infra , number 40) . They are uniformly 
of a white medium-grained sandstone, probably of 
Carboniferous age, and include a filleted-roll-and-hollow 
moulded rybat, at least one rybat fashioned with a 63 mm 
chamfer and internal rebate, and a block skew or coping
stone, the first-mentioned piece probably being attributable 
to the late medieval period. 

The parish church of St Maelrubha on Islay first comes on 
record in the late 14th century and was evidently an 
independent parsonage in the patronage of the Lords of the 
Isles, until their forfeiture in about 1493, and thereafter of the 
Crown. 2 According to Irish sources, the parsonage was for a 
period in the 16th century attached to the rectory ofUrney in 
the diocese of Derry.3 The parish was united with that of 
Kilchoman (No. 366) from 1618 until 1769, but £150 Scots 
was to be raised for repairs in 1730, and the reconstructed 
portion of the building shown in the 1772 drawings probably 
continued in use until the completion of its replacement at 
Bowmore (No. 360) in 1767- 9, after which it is said to have 
been ' thrown down' .4 
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Old Pa rish Church (site) and buria l-ground, 
Kila rrow, Islay (No. 359) 

A, B. graveslabs 
C. view !"rom sw, 1772 

ECCLESIASTICAL MONUMENTS No. 359 

FUNERARY MONUMENTS AND CROSSES 

The following monuments are in the burial-ground, except 
numbers 17- 19, which have been re-erected on Cnoc na 
Croiche, 30m N ofthe East Tower (No. 411) . 

MEDIEVAL 
(I) Tapered slab, 1·71 m by 0·43 m. Within a double 185A 

moulding there is a foliated cross with a long shaft which 
rises from a semicircular foliated base. To the right of the 
shaft is a sword with lobated pommel and short curved 
quillons, and to the left are two intertwined plant-stems. 
(Graham, Islay, pI. ix, no . 29) . Iona school, 14th century . 

(2) Tapered slab, 1·82 m by about 0-46 m, bordered by 
triple mouldings. At the top is a foliated cross with plaited 
centre, while below there has been a sword, flanked on each 
side by a plant-scroll springing from the tail of an animal. 
The sword and right scroll have been almost completely 
obliterated by an inscription which reads: 

HEAR LYETH ANDRV THE SON / OF JOHN HEVES (?Hughes) 
MARCHAND (merchant) IN LEVER/POLL(Liverpool) 
WHO DEPARTED THIS LIFE THE / 20 OF FEBROREY 1702 YEARS [ ... ] 

(Graham, Islay , pI. vi, no . 22). Iona school, 14th- 15th 
century. 

(3) Tapered slab, 1·92m by 0·51 m, bordered by a roll- 1858 
moulding. At the top is a tightly-woven foliated design of 
unusual complexity based on a pattern of interlaced circles, 
followed by a sword with lobated pommel and inclined 
quillons with slightly expanded terminals, flanked by plant
scrolls. A later inscription incised to the right of the sword-
hilt reads HMCK / 1696. (GAGM cast, no. 181 ; Graham, Islay, 
pI. vii , no . 23 and fig. on p.38). Iona school, 14th-15th 
century. 

185 



IB6A 

I86B 

No. 359 ECCLESIASTICAL MONUMENTS 

(4) Tapered slab, 1·72m by 0'59m, bordered by a triple 
moulding. At the top there are traces of a complex circular 
interlace-pattern resembling that on number 3, but the rest of 
the original ornament has been obliterated by an inscription 
(cf. number 23) which reads: 

HERE LYES DAVID FRASER WHO DEPARTED THIS / LIFE IN SKEAROLS 

THE 29 OF APRILE 1692 YEARS / AND OF HIS AGE 73 YEARS 

At the foot are the lines: 

HERE LYETH ONE UNDER THIS STONE / 

WHOS BONS ARE TURND TO DUST / 

WAITING TH E RESURECTION / 

OF FAITHFULL ONES AND JUST 

Probably Iona school, 14th- 15th century. 
(5) Tapered slab, 1·82m by 0'52m, bordered by triple 

mouldings; it is much worn. At the top there is a foliated 
cross, followed by a central sword resembling that on 
number 3. The rest of the decoration has been obliterated. 
(Graham, Islay, p. 39, no. 27). Iona school, 14th- 15th 
century. 

(6) Tapered slab, 1·64 m by 0-45 m. In the upper half there 
is an effigy of a priest in Eucharistic vestments standing in a 
double-cusped ogival niche. To the left of the head is a chalice 
and an illegible two-line inscription prefaced by a small 
cross. In the lower half of the stone is a foliated cross 
incorporating oak-leaves, followed by plant-scroll 
ornament. (Graham, Islay, pI. iv, no. 17). Iona school, 14th-
15th century. 

(7) Tapered slab, 1·92 m by 0·52 m, bordered by a triple 
moulding. At the top there is a foliated cross and then, to the 
left, a small effigy of a priest in a cusped and foliated niche, 
and to the right an illegible three-line inscription, a chalice 
and foliage. The lower part of the slab bears an overall 
pattern of intertwined plant-stems springing from the tails of 
a pair of animals. (GAGM cast, no. 177; Graham, Islay, 
pI. vii, no. 24). Iona school, 14th- 15th century. 

(8) Tapered slab, 1·95 m by O' 53 m, bordered by a roll
moulding. It bears the heavily worn full-length effigy of a 
man in armour, wearing a pointed bascinet, an aventail or 
coif of mail, and a knee-length aketon. From his waist-belt is 
suspended a single-hand sword resembling that on number 3. 
(Graham, Islay , pI. v, no. 18). Iona school, 14th- 15th century. 

(9) Greater part of an effigial monument, similar to 
number 8 and 2·02 m long. It is much worn, and the surface 
ofthe head has flaked off. (Graham, Islay, pI. vi, no. 21). Iona 
school, 14th- 15th century. 

(10) Two fragments of a free-standing cross, comprising 
the lower part of the shaft, itself split longitudinally, and one 
arm and part of the head. The cross has measured at least 
1·5 m in height, excluding the 0-48 m butt which is slightly 
tapered, and the shaft has been 0·28 m wide at ground level, 
0·26 m wide at the neck, and up to 0·11 m thick. The disc
head has been about 0·40 m in diameter, and the arm splays 
outwards. The front of the head bears a pattern of 
intersecting arcs bounded by double mouldings, while the 
edges of the shaft and arm are wrought with a square 
moulding. (Graham, Islay, pI. ix, no. 28, shows smaller 
fragment only). Iona school, 14th- 15th century. 

(11) Tapered slab of epidiorite, 1·96m by 0·57m. The 
decoration is in two panels, each bordered by a pair of plain 
mouldings separated by a row of elongated nail-head 
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Old Parish Church (site) and burial-ground, 
Kilarrow, [slay (No. 359) 

A. cross (scale I: 15) 
B, C. graveslabs 

ornament. The upper panel, which is almost square, contains 
a loosely woven knot of six-cord plait, while in the lower 
panel there is a central sword, similar to that on number 3, 
flanked by plant-stems and with an animal above the left 
quillon . (Graham, Islay, pI. viii, no. 25). Loch Awe school, 
14th-15th century. 

(12) Tapered slab, 1·74 m by 0·47 m, bordered by a double 
moulding. At the top there is a foliated cross, and centrally 
beneath this a claymore with a griffin to the left of the hilt and 
a stag to the right. On each side of the scabbard is a plant
scroll linked at the upper end to an animal. (Gl\GM cast, no. 
178; Graham, Islay, pI. ix, no. 30; Steer and Bannerman, 
Monumental Sculpture, fig. 16, 2 on p.66). Oronsay school, 
c.1500- 1560. 

(13) Tapered slab of irregular shape, 1·41 m by 0·39 m. 
Within a roll-moulding it bears a claymore which above the 
qui lions is flanked by a ?lion at the left and a plain panel, 
perhaps once inscribed, at the right. Below each quillon is an 
animal linked by the tail to a plant-scroll. (GAGM cast, no. 
179; pencil drawing, 1772, in British Library, Add. MS 
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Old Parish Church (site) and 
burial-ground, Kilarrow, 
Islay (No. 359) 

A. gra vesla b 

(18) a 

15,509, fol. 13; Graham, Islay, pI. v, no. 20). Oronsay school, 
c.1500- 1560. 

(14) Tapered slab, 1·75m by 0·46m; broken across and 
much worn. It shows traces of a foliated cross at the top, and 
below this a central sword similar to that on number 3. 
(Graham, Islay, p. 37, no. 19). 14th-15th century. 

(15) Tapered slab lacking the foot and damaged round the 
edges; it is 1·57 m long and is bordered by triple mouldings. 
At the head there is a panel which may originally have borne 
an inscription, followed by a foliated cross with a long shaft 
flanked on each side by a sword similar to that on number 3. 
14th- 15th century. 
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(17) 

(18) 

C 

No. 359 

B. cross-shaft and socket-stone (scale 1:15) 
C . cross-shaft, face a 

(16) Slab of irregular shape, 1·82 m long by 0'30m wide at 
the head and 0.33 m wide near the bottom, which is pointed. 
It is much worn, the only visible decoration being a central 
sword similar to that on number 3. 14th-15th century. 

(17) Part of a graveslab which in the 19th century was 187C 

trimmed to shape and used to extend the cross-shaft number 
18. It bears remains of interlace, followed by a sword 
resembling that on number 3 and flanked by a plant-scroll 
which issues from the tail of an animal above the right 
quillon. (Graham, Islay, pI. x, no. 31).14th- 15th century. 

(18) Lower part of a cross-shaft, augmented by the 187B.C 

graveslab number 17 and standing in what was probably the 
original socket-stone. Despite various traditions that the 
cross was brought from another site, both the shaft and the 
base were described by Pennant in 1772 as being in the burial-
ground at Kilarrow. 5* The shaft, which tapers perceptibly, 
measures 1·37m in height, 0'33m in width at the foot, and 
0·10 m in thickness. The angles are wrought with double 
mouldings and the edges are undecorated. On one face, in 
descending order, there is a niche containing a kneeling 
woman with a rosary, and then attenuated foliaceous 
ornament, followed by a panel bearing an illegible 
inscription and a second niche containing the figure of a 
horseman and some further letters of the inscription, in 
Lombardic capitals, of which only PAT/ RIc[n] ('of Pat rick') 
can be made out. The inscription continued on a further 
panel above a third niche, now almost completely effaced, 
which appears to have contained a man wearing a bascinet. 
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187B(b) The other face displays foliaceous ornament ending in a pair 
of beasts, and at the foot a much-worn panel of interlace. 
(Pennant, Tour (1772), 1, pI. xix, no. ii; SSS, 2, pI. xxxv; 
Graham,/slay, pI. x, no. 31). 14th- 15th century. 

Old Parish Church (site) and 
burial·ground, Kilarrow, 
Islay (No. 359) 

A. cross· base 
B. graveslab 
C. graveslab, drawing 

by Cleveley, 1774 

187B(c) (19) Socket-stone in which the cross-shaft number 18 
stands. Raised on a modern pedestal, it measures 0·85 m by 
0·80 m by 60 mm in thickness and has been divided into 
panels by double-beaded mouldings. It is much worn, but it 
is possible that the corner panels contained the symbols of 
the evangelists since in one of them there is a bird, probably 
the eagle of St John. (SSS, 2, pI. xxxv; Graham, Islay, pI. x, 
no. 32). 14th- 15th century. 

(20) Lower part of a tapered slab, 1·28 m long and 
bordered by a roll-moulding. At the bottom there is the tip of 
a central sword, flanked at the left by a plant-scroll, but the 
rest of the decoration is obliterated. 14th- early 16th century. 

(21) Part of a tapered slab with pointed head. The 
ornament has been totally effaced, but the outline of the slab 
is of medieval character. Probably 14th- early 16th century. 

188B (22) Tapered slab, 1·76 m by 0·51 m, bordered by two 
mouldings separated by a row of nail-head ornament. At the 
top there is a square panel of interlace composed of 
interlocking rings, and below this a female figure standing in 
a cusped niche embellished with nail-head. She wears a short 
cape over a long-sleeved garment with pleated skirt, and 
holds a ?book in her right hand and a rosary in the other. 
Below the figure, to the left, is a pair of shears. (Graham, 
Islay , pI. viii, no. 26). 14th- early 16th century. 

(23) Tapered slab, 1·82 m by 0·61 m. It appears to have 
originated as a medieval graveslab bearing a central sword 
flanked by plant-scrolls which emerge from the tails of two 
animals above the qui lions, but it was skilfully altered in 1684 
to commemorate the wife and children of David Fraser, 
whose own slab (number 4) lies next to it. The area round the 
sword-hilt was cut back to allow the carving in relief of a new 
hilt with curved qui lions and a swept knuckle-guard, while 
the decoration at the top was replaced by the date 1684 and, 
within mantling, a shield bearing a chevron between two 
cinquefoils (,fraises') in chief and three ?pellets in base. At the 
foot of the slab there are to the left a skull and cross-bones 
and to the right an hour-glass, flanking a panel which 
formerly bore an inscription. Below these emblems were two 

188C lightly incised mottoes, which appear from an 18th-century 
drawing to have read: VIVE MEMOR LETHIE (sic) (,Live mindful 
of death') and FUGIT HO RA (Time flies'). The marginal 
inscription, carved within a triple moulding which is bevelled 
at the corners of the slab, reads: 
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B(22) 
C(23) 

HEER LYES THE CHILDREN OF DAVlD FRASERI 
VIZ lAM ES DANIEL CHARLES MARY JOHN SIMON 
& lEAN DUF HIS WIFE 

(GAG M cast, no. 180; drawing by J Clevely, 1772, in British 
Library, Add. MS IS , S09, fol. 21; Graham, Islay, pI. iv, no. 
16, omitting the inscribed border). Probably 14th-early 16th 
century. 

POST. REFORMATION (see also numbers 2,3,4 and 23). 
(24) Recumbent slab oflocal slate bearing the incised date 

1674 and the initials RP I IS. 
(2S) Recumbent slab of sandstone bearing the following 

inscription to Mr David Simson, minister of KiJchoman and 
Kilarrow, who died in 1700.6 A secondary inscription 
commemorates his wife Isabell, daughter of Lachlin McNeill 
of Loss it, who died in 1712. 

HERE LIES THE GODELY CALM UISE PRUDENT PASTOR I 
WHO DY(E)D BELOV[ED] OF ALL & TO THE SAD DISASTOR I 
OF HIS BRETHREN KINDRED FLOCK & PATRON Too l 
ALL IN ONE VOI CE WITH GROANS WILL SAY ITS TRUE I 
CALLED MR DA VID SIMSON PLEASE TO KNOU I 
THE GOSPEL MAY 1700 GOT THIS FATALL BLOU I 
DEATH KING OF TERRORS ENDED HIS RACE I 
IN THE AGE OF 38 YEARS DY(E)D IN PEACE 

(26) Coped slab bearing emblems of mortality and 
scrollwork decoration commemorating Samuel MacLean (d. 
1724) and his brother, Archibald (d. 17S0), both merchants 
in Kilarrow. 

(27) Round-topped headstone erected to the memory of 
Florence, daughter of John MacLean, merchant in 
Kilarrow, who died in 1734. . 



(28) Recumbent slab with commemorative marginal 
inscription for Isobel, daughter of John Campbell of 
Laganlochan who died in 1710. 

(29) Recumbent slab of sandstone commemorating 
Lachlan Campbell, 'late Commissar Depute of Islay' who 
died in 1737. The stone bears a full heraldic achievement, the 
shield being charged gyronny of eight, and beneath the shield 
a galley, sail furled. 

(30) Recumbent slab commemorating Donald MacLean, 
merchant in Kilarrow, who died in 1711, and other members 
of his family . 

(31) Recumbent slab of sandstone inscribed at the head to 
commemorate Archibald, son of John Campbell of 
Killinallan, who died in 1737. The stone bears an armorial 
and the shield is charged: quarterly, 1st, a stag's head 
cabossed; 2nd, gyronny of eight; 3rd, a galley, sail furled; 4th, 
a mullet. A later inscription has been added at the foot of the 
stone. 

(32) Recumbent slab of sandstone commemorating 
principally Jean Bannatyne (d. 1735), daughter of Ninian 
Bannatyne of Kames (Bute), and wife of John Campbell, 
minister of Kilchoman and Kilarrow. 7 The stone bears an 
armorial carved in relief and the shield is charged: quarterly, 
1st and 4th, gyronny of eight; 2nd and 3rd, a galley, sail 
furled . 

(33) Recumbent slab commemorating John Campbell of 
Ballole, who died in 1750, and his wife who died in 1741. 

(34) Recumbent slab with eulogistic inscription to the 
memory of Jane Camp bell (nee Evers), wife of Alexander 
Campbell of Lossit, who was born in Jamaica in 1740 and 
died in 1767. 

(35) Recumbent slab commemorating Archibald 
Campbell, son of John Campbell of Ballinaby, and his wife 
and family. 

(36) Recumbent slab of sandstone bearing an inscription, 
now illegible, and an armorial. The shield is charged gyronny 
of eight, and beneath the shield a galley, sail furled. 

(37- 8) Two worn and partly broken slabs, one dated 
1723, the other, which bears a shield flanked by four mill
rinds, commemorating a (mill)wright in Kilarrow who died 
in ?1731. 

(39) Recumbent slab broken in two pieces 
commemorating James Campbell, son of Duncan Campbell 
of Ballinaby who died in 1729. The stone bears an heraldic 
achievement and the shield is charged: quarterly, 1st, a stag's 
head cabossed; 2nd, ?gyronny of eight; 3rd, a galley, sail 
furled ; 4th, illegible. 

(40) Large slab of sandstone set on a tomb-chest 
commemorating John Wardrop, mason in Glasgow 'who 
died when building the church here' (presumably at 
Bowmore, No. 360), 5 September 1767, aged 47. 

360 Kilarrow Parish Church, Bowmore, Islay 
NR 311596 October 1980 

This 18th-century church, which is remarkable for its 
285A,B circular plan, occupies a conspicuous position at the head of 

286 the Main Street, overlooking the village of Bowmore (No. 
408) to the N. An inscription (infra) records that it was built 
by Daniel Campbell ofShawfield and Islay in 1767.1* 

The circular body of the church is two-storeyed and 
measures 18·2 m in diameter over walls 0·85 m in thickness . 

ECCLESIASTICAL MONUMENTS No. 360 
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A 

Kilarrow Parish Church, Bowmore, Islay (No. 360) 
A. view from N 

B B. inscribed panel 
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Kilarrow Parish Church, Bowmore.lslay (No. 360); view from SE 

On the N side the porch and vestry are contained in the lower 
stages of a rectangular tower, whose pedimented N elevation 
is faced with grey sandstone ashlar and edged with projecting 
quoins. The round-headed doorway is set at the head of a 
stepped approach and incorporates a glazed fanlight within a 
keyblocked moulded surround having a plain impost band. 

190B In the tympanum of the pediment there is a sandstone slab 
containing the following inscription: 

IN PIETATlS STUDlUM / VERI HONESTlQUE CULTUM / 

HOC TEMPLUM / DEO OPTIMO MAXIMO SACRUM. / 

DANIEL CAMPBELLUS / HUIUS INSULAE DOMINUS / 

AN NO MILLESIMO / SEPTINGENTESIMO SEXAGESIMO SEPTlMO / 

PROPRIIS SUIS SUMPTIBUS POSUIT. 

'With pious intent, and to promote truth and honour, 
Daniel Campbell, lord of this island, built at his own 
expense in the year 1767, this church dedicated to the 
supreme God'.2 

Above the two-storeyed porch and vestry the tower is 
carried up in four stages, the second of which incorporates, 
on all four faces, square blank panels with roll-moulded 
frames, presumably intended to receive clock-dials. The two 
uppermost stages are of octagonal plan-form, and in each 
facet there is a segmental-arched sound-hole. The belfry is 

ECCLESIASTICAL MONUMENTS No. 360 

topped by a small stone cupola retaining what appears to be 
the base of a finial at the apex. 

The walls of the body of the church are harled and 
Iimewashed, and are based on a plinth which is higher at the N 

where the ground level falls away. The doorways in the sw 
and SE sectors are framed within chamfered architraves and 
moulded cornices whereas the windows have plain flush 
surrounds. The ground-floor opening at the rear of the pulpit 
in the s wall has been blocked. 

The porch, which has rounded internal angles and a 
flagged floor, contains two monuments to the Campbells of 
Shawfield and Islay, of which one (infra number 2) is 
accommodated beneath the stone stair to the first-floor 
vestry and gallery. A large panelled door, which preserves the 
impressions of its associated strap-hinges, gives access to the 
interior of the church, and two enclosed timber staircases 
lead from the doorways in the E and w sectors to the first-
floor gallery. The internal arrangement of bench-pews 192A,B 

reflects a late 19th-century remodelling of the internal 
layout, probably around 1890,3 and most of the principal 
furnishings are of 20th-century date. The pulpit stands 
against the s wall, and the gallery, which is U-shaped on plan, 
is carried on a series of eight plain wooden columns of a 
simplified Tuscan order. The gallery has a panelled front , 
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Kilarrow Parish Church, Bowmore, Islay (No. 360) 
A. interior from NW 

B. interior from s 
C. Campbell monument (I) 
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33(S) 

193C 

and to the N, in the position occupied by the laird's pew, it is 
bow-ended. A massive central pillar, 0·48 m in diameter at 
base, is constructed of plastered timber; above the coved 
ceiling it supports a radial king-post roof-truss into which 
eight major beams are jointed, and at their outer ends these 
beams are tenoned into the principal rafters approximately 
1 . 14 m above wall-head level. 

FUNERARY MONUMENTS. Numbers I and 2 are located 
within the porch, and number 3 lies on the E side of the inner 
entry into the church. None of the monuments in the 
associated burial-ground calls for special mention. 

(1) An obelisk-headed mural monument of white marble 
commemorating Waiter Campbell of Shawfield and Islay 
who died in 1816; it is signed by J Marshal!, sculptor, 1819. 

(2) A tomb-chest set within an ogival-moulded canopy 
commemorating Margaret Susan Campbell, daughter of 
Waiter Frederick Campbell, who died in infancy in 1822. 

(3) A large twin-chambered black marble sarcophagus 
erected to commemorate Lady Ellinor Campbell (d. 1832) 
and Waiter Frederick Campbell, who died in Normandy in 
1855; it is signed by D Hamilton and son, Glasgow. 

361 Chapel, Kilbraenan, Bridgend, Islay (Site) 
NR374623 August 1974 

There are no identifiable remains, the site now being 
occupied by the ruins of a township. I 

362 Chapel and Burial-ground, Kilbride, Colonsay (Sites) 
NRC.372934 April 1978 

There are no surviving traces of the chapel and burial
ground that are variously reported to have stood 800 m or 
400 m E of Machrins farmhouse and to have measured 8·2 m 
or 11·6 m in length by 5· 5 m.1 The last vestiges of the 
structure are said to have been removed in 1881.2 The 
dedication was evidently to St Bridget or Bride (Gaelic, 
Brighid). 
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Chapel, Kilbride, Islay (No. 363) 
A. general plan 
B. cross-marked slone 

(scale 1:15) 

363 Chapel, Kilbride, Islay 

B 

NR384464 May 1976 
The remains of this chapel are situated on the left bank of the 
Kilbride River about 250 m SE of Kilbride farmhouse, and 
occupy a site which slopes southwards towards the river. It is 
an oblong unicameral structure which measures internally 
\0·2 m from E to w by 4· 7 m transversely; there are the 
remains of a doorway-opening in the w half of the s side-wall. 

ECCLESIASTICAL MONUMENTS No . 364 

I 
C. Chapel, Kilbride, Islay (No. 363); plan 

The walls are of drystone rubble masonry and have rounded 
angles externally and internally; they measure slightly more 
than 1 m in thickness and stand to an average height of 0·8 m. 
There are slight traces of an inner scarcement at the centre of 
the E end-wall. 

The site is bounded by field-banks and natural 
escarpments which define an approximately rectilinear area 
about 22 m from E to w by 15 m in width. About 7 m SE of the 
SE angle of the building are the collapsed remains of a slab
roofed natural spring known as 'the priest's well' (tobar an t
sagairt). 

This site is evidently of Early Christian origin, and was 
dedicated to St Bridget. The existing ruins, however, are 
probably those of a church intended to replace those at 
Kildalton (No. 367) and Kilnaughton (No. 373), whose 
erection at Kilbride was decided upon in 1651.1 

CROIS AN T-SAGAIRT ('The priest's cross'). This cross
marked slab of Early Christian date stood about 3·5 m E of 
the chapel until about 1838,2 when it was taken to Kildalton 
manse. It was removed to the grounds of Kildalton House in 
1882, and transferred in 1923 to the National Museum of 
Antiquities of Scotland. It is a rectangular slab of local 
quartzitic sandstone, rounded at the top, 0·73 m high by 
0·24 m wide. At the top of one face it bears in false relief an 
outline Latin cross within a circular frame 25 mm wide. The 
sunken areas have been lightly pocked, and the armpits of the 
cross, which are slightly rounded, are a little more deeply 
sunk. (PSAS, 17 (1882- 3),278,281- 3 and fig. 4; 57 (1922-3), 
294-5; Kildalton Antiquities Catalogue, no. 2; Graham, 
Islay, pp. 76-7, no. 77; Lamont, Sculptured Stones, pI. v d) . 

364 Old Parish Church, Kilchattan, Colonsay 
NR362950 May 1977 

The ruins of this medieval church stand within a walled 
burial-ground NW of the public road at Lower Ki1chattan. 
They comprise portions of the side-walls and the E end-wall, 
which survives to a maximum internal height of 2· 3 m and 
was probably gabled. The walls measure 0·85 m in average 
thickness, and are of random rubble masonry consisting of 
split boulders and slab pinnings laid in lime mortar. The 
structure was formerly oblong on plan, and the interior 
measures 8·3 m in ascertainable length by 4·5 m transversely; 
the extant portion of the s side-wall measures 4· 5 m in length. 
There are slight traces of the remainder of the s wall and 
possibly the w gable, but much of the area in and around the 
chapel has been disturbed by burials. The E wall contains the 
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I 
Old Parish Church, Kilchattan, Colonsay (No. 364) 

A. view from s 
B.plan 

remains of the splayed ingoing of a central window which is 
flanked by a pair of lintelled aumbries. There is a similar 
splayed window-ingoing at the E end of the s side-wall, but 
there is no surviving evidence to indicate the position of the 
doorway. 

This church can be identified as that which served the 
medieval parish of Colonsay, known as Kilchattan in the 
post-Reformation period. The dedication was evidently to St 
Catan, and these slight remains, which appear to be 
comparable to No. 390, can be ascribed to the later Middle 
Ages, possibly to the later 14th century. The church of 
Colonsay was confirmed to Iona Abbey by a papal bull of 
1203, but in the later Middle Ages the parsonage may have 
been attached to Oronsay Priory.l The parish church is 
mentioned by Monro in 1549,2 but it is not known how long 
the building remained in use for worship. The earliest dated 
funerary monument, located within the church, is a simple 
headstone inscribed 'EMV 1789'. 

365 Chapel and Burial-ground, Kilchiaran, Islay 
NR20460l August 1975 

This church, dedicated to St Ciaran, stands within its burial
ground, overlooking the valley of the Abhainn na Bnighad 
close to the head of Kilchiaran Bay. Before its restoration 
and partial reconstruction by the Islay Historic Buildings 
Works Group in 1972- 3 the building was ruinous, the E gable 
alone standing to its full height and the other walls for the 
most part to a height ofless than I m. 

33(Q) The church measures 14· 5 m from E to w by 5·1 m 
J95A,B transversely within walls some 0·73 m in thickness; a later 

unroofed burial-enclosure abuts the E gable. The original 
masonry is of random rubble, comprising slate, flagstones 
and boulders oflocal origin, and the quoins and dressings are 
formed of worked blocks of the same material. The w gable is 
founded upon a splayed plinth, a portion of which can be 
seen at the foot of the newly reconstructed wall. Partial 
excavation of the interior undertaken during the work of 
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reconstruction showed that the chancel was floored at a 
height of about 0·6 m above the nave, from which it was 
reached by means of two centrally-placed steps set within a 
low transverse wall. The nave was entered from a doorway at 
the wend of the N wall, while the chancel had its own 
doorway in the s wall; only the lowest courses of the existing 
openings are original. 

Apart from the E gable, which is unlit, the walls of the 
church prior to 1972 did not survive to a height sufficient to 
indicate the positions of the window-openings. It is likely, 
however, that the partially reconstructed splayed recess now 
visible in the S wall of the chancel was originally a window, 
a~d a ph~tograph taken in 1925 shows part of the E splay ofa 
WIndow In the corresponding position in the N wall .l The 
interior of the E wall incoporates three aumbries, two of 
which have projecting sills; one of the aumbries is triangular
~eaded. There is also a stone bracket whose upper surface 
Incorporates a small crudely-worked basin, perhaps intended 
to s~rve as.a lamp. The altar was constructed in 1972 upon 
earlIer footIngs revealed by excavation. 
~he chur~h itself may be ascribed to the later Middle Ages 

whIle the adjacent burial-aisle is unlikely to be older than the 
18thcentury. 

The burial-ground measures about 60 m from sw to NE by J94C 

37m transversely. Originally, however, it must have been 
somewhat larger, for its NW side is being progressively 
removed by river erosion, while the sw side is overlain by the 
p~esent roadway. Moreover, another track or roadway, now 
dIsus~d, passes through the centre of the burial-ground, 
entenng at the sw end and passing close to the s side of the 
church before forking towards two outlets of which one, near 
the centre of the NE side, seems formerly to have led into a 
field, while the other, near the N corner, formed the main exit. 
Beside this last there may be seen traces of a subrectangular 
building (A) measuring 9·0 m by 5·5 m over all while the 
remains of four similar buildings (B- D) lie clos~ to the sw 
entrance to the burial-ground. These buildings appear to be 
contemporary with the track already described and may 
represent the remains of a small township of post-medieval 
date. 

Although larger than most of the parochial chapels of the 
area, the church ofKiIchiaran was evidently a dependency of 
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the medieval parish church of Kilchoman (No. 366). During 
the period following the Reformation the church is 
occasionally described, jointly with that of Kilchoman, as 
one of two parish churches in the Rinns, but there is no 
record of the existence of an independent parish of 
Kilchiaran. The church is included in Martin's late 17th
century list of Islay churches, but the building was evidently 
roofless by 1794.2 

195C FONT. A damaged font stands upon a modern base at the w 
end of the nave. It comprises a circular basin of schist having 
an internal diameter of 0·46 m and a depth of o· 24 m. The 
exterior of the basin is divided into four more or less equal 
panels by plain vertical ribs which return at base to form a 
continuous horizontal moulding. The font is probably oflate 
medieval date. (Graham, Islay, pI. xviii , 58). 

FUNERARY MONUMENTS AND OTHER CARVED STONES. The 
following monuments are inside the chapel, but number 8 
could not be found at the date of visit. 

195D (I) Tapered slab, 1·59m by 0·44m. The upper two-thirds 
is occupied by a double-cusped niche whose ogival head is 
embellished with nail-head and flanked by foliaceous 
ornament. It contains the effigy of a tonsured priest in 
Eucharistic vestments; a chalice is set below the hands, which 
are joined in prayer. The front of the figure is heavily worn, 
but at the sides it can be seen that the apparel of the amice has 
been decorated with double-beaded interlace, and the 
chasuble with roundels of foliaceous ornament. In the lower 
part of the slab is a foliated cross, followed by a plain panel 
which may originally have borne an inscription. (Graham, 
Islay, pI. xviii, 57). Iona school, 14th- 15th century. 

195E (2) Tapered slab bordered by triple plain mouldings, 
1·90 m by 0·62 m; the top left corner is slightly bevelled and 
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Chapel and burial-ground. Kilchiaran , 
Islay (No. 365) 

A. view from sw D. effigy 
B. plan E. graveslab 
C. font 
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the bottom right corner has broken ofT. At the top there is a 
foliated cross with plaited centre, followed by an inscription 
in Lombardic capitals which reads: 

+ HIC I[A]CET IOHANN/ES ET DON/ALD/VS 
'Here lies John and Donald.' 

Below the inscription there are two conjoined niches 
containing the figures of two laymen, kneeling in prayer and 
facing inwards. The lower half of the slab bears a sword with 
lobated pommel and inclined quillons, whose blade is 
flanked at the right by a griffin and two intertwined plant
stems, and at the left by a single plant-stem. To the right of 
the sword-hilt there is a small figure of a man, possibly 
bearing a sword at his waist and with his arms out-stretched 
towards a large barrel-shaped object. (Steer and Bannerman, 
Monumental Sculpture, inscription no. 45). 14th- 15th 
century. 

(3) Tapered slab with roll-moulded margin, 1·91 m by 
O' 38 m; it is broken across near the centre, and much worn. 
At the top is a foliated cross, and then a central sword similar 
to that on number 2. To the right of the blade there is an 
undulating plant-stem issuing from the tail of an animal, 
while to the left, pairs of leaves issue from a straight central 
stem. (Graham, Islay, pI. xxxi, 59). 14th- 15th century. 

(4) Tapered slab, 1·53m by 0.40 m, bordered by a single 
plain moulding. At the top is a foliated cross, and then a 
central sword similar to that on number 2. Above each 
quillon is an animal from whose tail there issues an 
undulating plant-stem; the stem to the left of the blade 
terminates some distance from the foot of the slab, the 
remaining space apparently being uncarved. (Graham, [slay, 
pI. xxxi, 60). 14th- 15th century. 

(5) Tapered slab, 1·69m by 0·41 m; it is much worn. The 
general design of the decoration resembles that on number 4. 
14th- 15th century. 

(6) Tapered slab with pointed base, 1·87 m by 0·44 m; it is 
broken across near the foot, and the surface has flaked ofT in 
places. Within a border consisting of a row of nail-head 
ornament between plain mouldings, there is a cross at the top 
formed by eight double-beaded bands radiating from the 
centre, with rosettes in the interspaces.3* Below there is a 
sword with diamond-shaped pommel and horizontal 
quillons, while on each side of the sword short stems ending 
in rosettes or tri-Iobed leaves spring from the inner moulding. 
Probably Loch Sween school, 15 th-early 16th century. 

(7) Tapered slab of schist, probably of local origin, 1·82 m 
by about 0·42 m; the upper part of the right edge is damaged. 
Near the top is an outline Greek cross, measuring 0·27 m 
across the arms, whose lower arm is open at the foot. It is 
uncertain whether the cross is of medieval or later date. 

(8) A photograph taken in 1925 shows a small cruciform 
stone, about 0·3 m in height, in one of the niches in the E wall 
of the chapel. The shaft appears to be incomplete, and the 
cross may have served as a grave-marker, or as a gable-finial. 
It may tentatively be ascribed to the medieval period. 
(Photograph in NMRS, Symington Grieve Collection). 

366 Old Parish Church and Burial-ground, Kilchoman, Islay 
NR216632 October 1982 

This early 19th-century church stands in a conspicuous 
position on a raised beach at an elevation of about 45 m OD, 
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about 0·9 km E of Machir Bay and overlooking the hollow in 
which the former manse (No. 412) is situated. The dedication 
was presumably to one of the several Irish saints named 
Comman,1* and the existence of two cross-slabs situated 
respectively 380 m ESE and 330 m sw of the church (infra, 
numbers I and 2) suggestS an Early Christian church of some 
importance. The medieval church, with its dependent chapels 
at Kilchiaran (No. 365), Kilnave (No. 374) and Nereabolls 
(No. 384), served a parish covering the whole of the Rinns. 1t 
was an independent parsonage in the gift of the Lords of the 
Isles, and from the second half of the 14th century onwards 
the names of many of the parsons and vicars are recorded, 
often in the context of disputed claims to the benefices.2 The 
parish was united with that of Kilarrow from 1618 to 1769, 
when it again acquired separate parochial status. Little is 
known of the earlier buildings on the site. A sum of £ 15 was 
assigned for repairs to the church in 1730, and further minor 
repairs were undertaken between 1789 and 1791 .3 This 
building was condemned as unsafe in 1824, and in the 
following year plans were produced for a new church, which 
was completed in 1827. At the same time the extensive church 
yard was further enlarged.4 The present building, although 
still roofed, is itself in a poor state of repair and was last used 
for worship in 1977. s* 

The two-storeyed rectangular main block of the church 
measures 18-4 m from N to s by 12·5 m transversely over walls 
0·8 m in thickness. Centrally placed against the N gable-wall 
is an angle-buttressed oblong tower measuring 3·7 m from N 
to s by 4·3 m. The tower rises through three stages to a 
battlemented parapet and incorporates a range of arch
pointed openings, some of which have been wholly or partly 
blocked. Beneath a partly-infilled round-headed opening in 
the N face of the tower there is a blind recess possibly 
desigried to receive a rectangular panel. The slightly larger 
arch-pointed windows of the main block that remain glazed 
have sash-framed windows with simple Y-tracery branched 
into the heads. The walling is of harled rubble masonry, and 
the arched window-heads are constructed of thin slab
voussoirs. Dressings of buff sandstone have been used for the 
window-sills, gable-copes, buttresses and tower-parapet. 

The church has a galleried interior with a late 19th-century 
arrangement of bench-pews facing the pulpit, which stands 
against the s wall. The U-shaped gallery is supported on 
wooden columns and is fronted by bays of raised and fielded 
panelling and intermediate reeded strip-pilasters. The vestry 
was formerly on the first floor of the tower, and has a 
blocked-up fireplace in the E wall. 

FUNERARY MONUMENTS AND CROSSES 

Number 2 stands in a field 330 m sw of the church 
(NR213630). Number I, which formerly lay beside a track on 
a hillside 380 m ESE of the church (NR219631), and numbers 
14 and 26, which were formerly in the church porch, are now 
in the Museum of Islay Life, Port Charlotte. Number 12, 
formerly used to mark a grave in the churchyard, is in the 
National Museum of Antiquities of Scotland. Numbers 30 
and 31 are in the Campbell of Ballinaby burial-enclosure and 
the remaining stones are in the churchyard, most of them in 
the positions marked on Graham's plan. 6 
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No. 366 ECCLESIASTICAL MONUMENTS 

I 
(l,! 
B(2) 

EARLY CHRISTIAN 

198A (1) Roughly cruciform slab of local amphibolite-gneiss, 
0·99 m long by 0·43 m across the arms. On one face it bears in 
relief a Latin cross, on which is superimposed a linear incised 
cross with forked terminals. The latter cross is interrupted at 
the intersection of the cross-arms by a small boss, round 
which an outer band is suggested by the expanded inner 
terminals of its limbs. (SSS, 2, pl.liii, I; Graham, Islay, 
pI. xvii, no. 54; ECM S, 3, p. 405). 

198B (2) Disc-headed upright slab of local Lewisian 
amphibolite-gneiss, 0·95 m in visible height by 0·39 m in 
width below the disc-head, which is 0·51 m in diameter. On 
each face there is an outline-incised ringed cross with square 
sunken armpits. Whereas the side-arms terminate at the 
outer edges of the rings, the upper arms extend into a slight 

/98C projection at the top of the disc. The cross on the NW face (b) 
has a shaft 0·25 m long, but the corresponding area on the SE 

face (a) is damaged, and its original form is uncertain (NW 
face: SSS, 2, pl.liii, 2; Lamont, Sculptured Stones, pI. v c. SE 

face: Graham, Islay, pI. xvii, no. 55. See also ECMS, 3, 
p.405). 

MEDIEVAL 

198D (3) Tapered slab bordered by a triple moulding, 1·87 m by 
0·46 m. At the top there is a foliated cross, then a central 
sword with lobated pommel and inclined quillons expanded 
at the ends. The hilt is flanked by inscribed panels, now 
illegible, and the sword-blade by plant-scrolls springing from 
the tails of two animals. (Graham, Islay, pI. xxxi, no. 41). 
Iona School, 14th-15th century. 

198E (4) Tapered slab bordered by a roll-moulding, 1·64m by 
0·44 m. The general scheme of decoration has been similar to 
that on number 3, although to the right of the sword-blade 
the foliage branches from a central stem. The panels flanking 
the hilt, which may originally have borne an inscription, have 
been recut to show (left) gyronny of eight for Campbell, a 
skull, and the date 1678, and (right) a galley with no sail but 
with pennon flying, cross-bones, and the initials DC. (GAGM 
cast, no . 174; Graham, Islay, pI. xiv, no. 40). Iona School, 
14th-i 5th century. 
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C(2) 

(5) Tapered slab bordered by a roll-moulding, 1·83 m by 
0·47 m; much worn. The general design appears to have 
resembled that on number 3, and the inscription on each side 
of the sword-hilt is again illegible. The undamaged edges of 
the hand-grip show traces of horizontal ribbing, representing 
some form of binding or decoration. (Graham, islay, p. 56, 
no. 46). Iona School, 14th-i 5th century. 

E(4) 

D(3) 

Old Parish Church and burial-ground, Kilchoman, Islay (No. 366) 
A. cross-marked stone (I )(scale I: 15) 
B. cross-marked stone (2) (scale I: 15) 
C. cross-marked stone (2), NW face 
D, E. graveslabs 
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A(8) 

Old Parish Church and burial-ground, 
Kilchoman, Islay (No. 366) 

A. gra veslab 
B. effigy B(9) 
C.cross 

(6) Tapered slab bordered by a roll-moulding, 1·76m by 
0·48 m; much worn. At the top there is a foliated cross, linked 
to plant-scrolls which surround a central sword similar to 
that on number 3. (Graham, Islay, p. 52, no. 37). Iona School, 
14th-15th century. 

(7) Tapered slab bordered by a triple moulding, 1·81 m by 
0·54m; much worn. At the top there is a circular pattern of 
interlaced foliage, and then a central sword similar to that on 
number 3, flanked by plant-scrolls springing from the tails of 
animals. To the right of the hilt is a panel for an inscription, 
now obliterated. (Graham, Islay , p.55, no. 43). Probably 
Iona School, 14th- 15th century. 

(8) Upper part of a tapered slab bordered by a triple 
moulding, 1·36 m by O' 55 m; the lower fragment recorded by 
Graham is lost. The general design has been similar to that 
on number 7, although the plant-scrolls have extended onto 
the space right of the sword-hilt. The original ornament 
below the right quillon has been replaced by the inscription: 

HEER LYETH C[OLlN CAMPBEL OF]/SINDERLlNE 

DECE[ASED MAY 61663] 

(Graham, Islay , p. 55, no. 42). Probably Iona School, 14th-
15th century. 

(9) Tapered slab bordered by a row of nail-head ornament 
between roll-mouldings, 1·80m by 0·51 m. The effigy of a 
priest, standing in a deeply incised cusped niche ornamented 
with nail~head, occupies the upper two-thirds of the stone, 
the head being in high relief and the rest of the figure in false 
relief. The figure wears Eucharistic vestments and at the side, 
where it has been protected from wear, it can be seen that the 
chasuble and the high apparel at the neck have been richly 
ornamented, with foliage and interlace respectively. The 
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C(12) ... 

hands are joined in prayer, and beneath them is a chalice. 
Traces of foliage decoration are visible in the lower part of 
the slab. (Graham, Islay, pI. xii, no. 35). Iona School, 14th-
15th century. 

(10) Tapered slab bordered by a row of nail-head 
ornament between roll-m~ldings, 1·95 m by O· 57 m; much 
worn. It bears the effigy of a priest in Eucharistic vestments, 
standing in a cusped ogival niche. The apparel at the neck has 
been ornamented with interlace similar to that on number 9. 
There is foliage-ornament in the top corners of the slab, and 
also a chalice in the left corner, while there are traces of a 
foliated cross at the foot. (Graham, Islay , p. 52, no. 36). Iona 
School, 14th- 15th century. 

(11) Tapered slab, 1·94m by 0·45 m, bearing the effigy ofa 
priest in Eucharistic vestments. The figure is much worn and 
the front of the head, which was set in an ogival niche, has 
split off. The hands are joined in prayer, and a chalice is 
carved below them. There are traces of foliage at the foot of 
the slab, but the remaining ornament has been obliterated by 
two inscriptions commemorating Duncan McLachlan, who 
died in 1732, and his wife Marrion Clark who died in 1755. 
(Graham, Islay, p.56, no. 49). Iona School, 14th-15th 
century. 

(12) Free-standing cross, 1·77 m in height and 0·47 m in 199C 

original span across the arms; the shaft tapers from O· 30 m by 
65mm at base to 0'18m by 55mm below the disc-head, 
whose diameter is O' 3 7 m. The shaft is broken across in two 
places, and the left arm of the cross-head is lost. On the front 
of the cross-head is carved the Crucified Saviour, His arms 
outstretched and His feet crossed. The rood is not 
represented, and the figure is surrounded by plant-stems 
springing at the foot of the shaft from the tails of two beasts 
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between whose hind legs is set a small animal's head. The 
back of the cross is covered by similar plant-stems, whose 
leaves are joined in a quatrefoil at the centre of the cross
head. The animals at the foot, a griffin and a leonine beast 
holding in its forepaw a handled object, probably a satchel or 
water-bucket, closely resemble those on the late 14th-century 
Campbeltown Cross.7 The angles are wrought with roll
mouldings, and the edges bear an inscription in Lombardic 
capitals which begins below the right arm and continues on 
the left edge, where the remaining space is filled with key
ornament: 

+ HEC EST CRVX FAC[TA] PRO ANIMABUS DONCANI 

MECINNIRLEGIN ET MAR/ I ET MICHAELIS 

'This is the cross made for the souls of Duncan 
MacNerlin and Mary and Michael'. 

Duncan MacNerlin (meic inn ./hir leginn) belonged to a 
family claiming descent from the fer leginn or lector of a 
Celtic monastery, and Donald MacNerlin, possibly a son of 
Duncan, was vicar of Kilchoman from 1427 to 1462 or later. 
(Steer and Bannerrnan, Monumental Sculpture, inscription 
no. 43 and p. 35; Graham, Islay, pI. xvi, no. 50; PSAS, 61 
(1926-7), 149-50; ibid, 65 (1930-1), 19-20; ibid., 66 (1931-2), 
442-5). Iona School, probably late 14th-early 15th century. 

(13) Free-standing cross in its original socket-stone at the 
SE angle of the churchyard. It measures 2·57 m in height by 
0·97 m across the arms, the diameter of the disc-head being 
0·66 m; the shaft tapers from 0-45 m by 0·11 m at the base to 
o· 33 m by 85 mm at the neck. Both faces are bordered by 
continuous nail-head ornament between roll-mouldings, and 

2oo the edges are undecorated. The E face of the cross-head bears 
an elaborate representation of the Crucifixion. The figure of 
Christ, set frontally and with steeply inclined arms, hangs 
from a rood of cross-raguly form and is flanked, at His right, 
by St Mary and another saint who holds a book, and at His 
left by St John, also holding a book, and by St Michael, who 
stands above a coiled serpent. Angels are shown in both side
arms, and an irregular knot of interlace fills the top arm and 
the remaining space above the rood. The shaft contains, in 
descending order: a cusp-headed niche with the figures of 
two men holding books, probably the donor and his father; 
an inscription (infra); intertwined plant-stems rising from a 
cusped niche which contains a horse and rider; and at the 
base a cruciform interlace knot. B The w face of the cross-head 
is filled with a complex interlaced pattern incorporating 
interlocked circles,9 and the shaft with plant-stems springing 
from the tails of two confronted animals at the base. The 
inscription on the front is in Lombardic capitals and reads: 

HEC EST C/ RUX PER T/ AVEISUM [P] / ATRICll ME/ DICUM 

PRO A/ NIMABU[S] PAT/ RIS ET MATR/ IS ET UXORI / S SUE 

AC OMN / IUM FlDELIUM / DEFUNCTOR/ [U]M ET DICT!. .. 

'This is the cross by Thomas, son of Pat rick, doctor, for the 
souls of his father, mother and wife, and of all the faithful 
departed, and of the said .. .' 

Thomas and his father Patrick probably belonged to the 
celebrated Beaton family of physicians, members of which 
held land at Ballinaby and elsewhere in Kilchoman parish in 
the late medieval period. 

The socket-stone of chlorite-schist, which is set on a 
modern concrete foundation, is about 0·82 m square and 
0·10 m in thickness. In each corner there is a circular hollow 
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Old Parish Church and burial·ground, Kilchoman, [slay (No. 366); 
cross (13), Eface 

made by grinding, and the pear-shaped stone used for this 
purpose is preserved in the deepest hollow, at the sw angle. 
(Steer and Bannerman, Monumental Sculpture, inscription 
no. 44 and pp. 34-5; SSS, 2. pI. xxxiv; Graham, Islay, pI. xiii, 
no . 39; PSAS, 61 (1926-7), 155 and fig. 13, no . 2). Iona 
School, 14th- 15th century. 

(14) Part of the head and shaft of a free-standing cross, 
0·76 m high. The head is badly damaged, all three arms being 
broken off, but the left arm was identified in the churchyard 
in 1978 and is now also in the Museum of Islay Life. The 
original span was about o· 52 m and the diameter of the disc 
about O' 35 m. The angles are wrought with flat mouldings, 
between which, on each edge of the shaft, is a row of nail
head ornament. On the front is the figure of the Crucified 
Saviour, on a rood of cross-raguly form with pointed foot, 
and His legs are flanked by the small figures of St Mary and 
St John, the latter holding a ?book-satchel. The cross-head is 
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Old Parish Church and burial-ground , Kilchoman, Islay (No. 366) 
A, B. cross (B , scale 1:15) 
C, D . graves labs 
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'- -

bordered by an inner moulding linked to plant stems and 
rosettes which surround the rood. At the foot of the shaft are 
traces of animals, probably a deer-hunt. On the back of the 
cross-head double-beaded bands are plaited round a small 
central boss and linked to foliage and rosettes, and to a plant
scroll which fills the shaft. (GAGM cast, no. 175; Graham, 
Islay, pI. xv, no. 52; PSAS, 61 (1926- 7),154 and fig. 12, no . 
4). Iona School, 14th- 15th century. 

(15) Tapered slab with bevelled edges, pointed at the foot, 
1·90 m by 0·60 m; much worn. Within a plain margin there is 
a large panel bounded by a roll-moulding and a row of nail
head ornament, which contains a sword similar to that on 
number 3 surrounded by plant-stems and animals, including 
a stag-hunt. To the right of the blade is a three-line 
inscription in Lombardic capitals which begins + HIC 
IACET ... (,Here lies .. .'); the rest of the inscription is illegible. 
At the foot of the slab is an inverted galley with a long mast 
but without a yard or sail. (Graham, Islay , pI. xiv, no. 44). 
14th- 15th century. 

lO IC (16) Tapered slab bordered by a triple moulding, I· 74 m 
by O· 39 m. In the lower half there is a sword similar to that on 
number 3, and above it the hull of a boat. The rest of the 
original decoration has been obliterated by the date 1681 and 
the inscription: 

THIS S/TON BELONGS TO ALEX(ANDER) CAMPBEL 
SON TO DONALD MC/ALESTER ROY IN ILA 10* 

& MARY CAMPBEL HIS WYF 

(Graham, Islay , p. 56, no. 45). 14th- 15th century. 
lO ID (17) Tapered slab, 1·94m by 0·56m. There is a foliated 

cross at the top, and then two opposed beasts linked by their 
tails to an overall pattern of plant-scrolls. In various spaces 
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C(16) 

D(l 7) 

among the foliage along the top and right margins there are 
worn Lombardic capitals, probably reading HIC/ IAcET(,Here 
lies'), but only the letters CE are legible. This inscription was 
presumably continued at the bottom of the slab, where the 
original ornament has been replaced by an hour-glass with 
an illegible inscription beneath it; a skull and cross-bones 
with the legend MEMENTO / MORI (,Remember death'); and the 
inscription : 

THIS STON BELONGS / TO ALEX(ANDER) CA MPBELL 
SON TO DONALD MC/ALESTER ROY IN ILA 
&/ MARY CAMPBEL HIS / WYFE 1681 

14th- 15th century. 
(18) Tapered slab bordered by a row of nail-head 

ornament between roll-mouldings, 1·83 m by 0·51 m; much 
worn. At the top there is a foliated cross, and then a sword 
similar to that on number 3, flanked by plant-stems. 14th-
15th century. 

(19) Tapered slab bordered by a triple moulding, 1·89 m 
by 0'56m; much worn . At the top there is a foliated cross, 
and then a sword similar to that on number 3, flanked below 
the quillons by plant-stems springing from the tails of two 
animals. 14th- 15th century . 

(20) Tapered slab bordered by a roll-moulding, 1·83 m by 
O· 34 m. At the top there is a foliated cross which branches 
into plant-stems flanking a sword similar to that on number 
3. At the foot there is a ?casket and a rectangular panel 
probably intended for an inscription . (Graham, Islay , p. 52, 
no. 38). 14th- 15th century. 

(21) Tapered slab, perhaps intended for a child, 1·04 m by l02A 

O· 37 m and bordered by a double moulding; much worn . In 
the upper half is a cusped niche containing the figure of a 

201 



No. 366 

A(21) 

Old Parish Church 
and burial-ground, 
Kilchoman, 
Islay (No. 366) 

A . graveslab 
B. C. cross-shaft 
D. cross 
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D(26) 

man in bascinet and aketon and carrying a spear and sword, 
while below the niche is an animal. The decoration in the 
lower part of the slab has been effaced. 14th- 15th century. 

(22) Tapered slab, pointed at the top and 1· 77 m long. A 
central sword is flanked to the left by an animal above the 
quillon and a plant-stem below, but the rest of the original 
decoration has been obliterated by an inscription 
commemorating Duncan McLachlan who died in 1781 aged 
18, and Mary Mclntyre, wife of Lachlan McLachlane, who 
died in 1783. (Graham, Islay, p . 58, no. 51). 14th- early 16th 
century . 

(23) Fragment, 1·01 m long, from the lower left edge of a 
tapered slab bordered by a triple moulding. The blade of a 
central sword is flanked by plant-scrolls. 14th- early 16th 
century. 

(24) Tapered slab, 1·83 m by O' 50 m, bordered by a roll
moulding. Except for traces ofa plant-scroll at the lower left, 
the decoration is effaced. 14th- early 16th century. 

(25) Shaft of a free-standing cross, 1·22 m in visible height 
202B by O· 22 m in width at the foot. On the front, within triple 

mouldings, is the lower part of the figure of the Crucified 
Saviour on a rood of cross-raguly type, and then an abbot or 
bishop in Eucharistic vestments, the right hand raised in 

202C benediction. On the back, within a border formed by a row of 
nail-head ornament between roll-mouldings, there is a scroll 
incorporating rosettes and ending at the foot in a beast. The 
edges of the shaft are decorated with plant-stems and 
miniature rosettes. (Graham, Islay , pI. xv, no. 47; Steer and 
Bannerman, Monumental Sculpture, pp. 37- 8). 14th- early 
16th century. 

202D (26) Head and part of the shaft of a free-standing cross 
0·73 m high . The top of the upper arm and both side-arms 
have been broken off; the disc is 0 ·38 m in diameter. On the 
front , within a flat margin, is a representation of the 
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Crucified Saviour set on a plain background. The carving is 
unsophisticated in character and was probably produced 
locally in the 16th century. (SSS, 2, pI. lxvi, no. I; Graham, 
Islay, pI. xvii, no. 53; PSAS, 61 (1926-7), p. 150 and fig. 10, 
no. 2). 

(27) Tapered slab of chloritic quartz-schist oflocal origin, 
1·96 m by 0·53 m. It bears the incised outline of a large 
double-handed sword with round pommel and horizontal 
quillons expanded at the ends. Local, 16th century. 

(28) Tapered slab oflocal quartz-schist, 1·83 m by 0·46 m, 
bordered by a flat moulding. It bears the outline of a sword 
similar to that on number 27, but with a tang button 
projecting from the pommel. Below the right quill on there 
appears to be a chalice. Local, 16th century. 

PosT-REFORMATION (see also numbers 4,8, 11, 16, 17 and 
22) 

(29) Tapered slab of chlorite-schist, 1·89 m by 0·45 m, 
bordered by a narrow roll-moulding. A marginal inscription 
reads: 

HIC IACET / LACHLAN( us) CAMPBEL( us) DE DAIL 
CELEBERRIMI DOMINI CALDERAE / NEPOS / 
QUI DUODECIMO DIE DECEMBRIS ANNO D(OMI)NI 1689 

FATIS CONCESSIT 

'Here lies Lachlan Campbell of Daill, nephew (or 
grandson) of the renowned Lord of Cawdor, who expired 
on 12 December 1689'. 

At the head of the central panel is a shield charged: quarterly, 
1 st, gyronny of eight; 2nd, a stag's head cabossed; 3rd, on a 
fess, three buckles; 4th, a galley, sail furled, 11* with the motto 
NE OBLlVISCARIS (,Be mindful'). The date 1689 is followed by a 
central sword with straight quillons and a curved knuckle
guard. The hilt is flanked by foliage and the blade by the 
verse: 

HUMANITY AND PIETY / 
ARE GRACES SHYNING CLEER / 
AND THESE IN TRUTH WERE IN A YOUTH / 
OF BIRTH AND WORTH LYES HEER 

At the foot there is a panel containing the inscription VIVIT 
POST / FUNERA / VIRTUS ('Virtue lives on beyond the grave'). 
Lachlan Campbell, who obtained a wadset of Daill in 1685, 
was grandson of John Campbell of Cawdor (d. 1592) and 
nephew of Sir John, the first Camp bell owner ofIslay.12* 

(30) Much-worn sandstone slab of 18th-century 
character, apparently commemorating Archibald Campbell 
of Ballinaby. 

(31) The pediment, cornice and frieze of an 18th-century 
mural monument, built into the W wall of the Campbell of 
Ballinaby burial-enclosure, and now associated with a 
renewed panel commemorating Dugald Campbell of 
Ballinaby and his children. 

(32) Recumbent slab commemorating John, son of 
Duncan Campbell of Ellister, who died in 1722, and his 
brother William Camp bell who died in 1729. It bears 
emblems of mortality carved in relief, and at base the 
inscription VIVUNT FUNORA (sic) VIRTUTE (?'The dead live on by 
their virtue'). 

(33) Recumbent sandstone slab commemorating Colin 
Campbell of Ellister, who died in 1730, and Alexander 
Campbell ofEllister who died in 17[?46]. It bears an armorial 
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achievement with a shield: quarterly, 1st, gyronny of eight; 
2nd, a stag's head cabossed; 3rd a galley, sail furled, oars in 
action; 4th, ?gyronny of eight. 

(34) Recumbent slab bearing emblems of mortality and 
commemorating Archibald, son of Duncan Campbell of 
Ellister, who died in 1754. 

(35) Much-worn sandstone slab of 18th-century 
character, carved in relief with an armorial achievement. The 
shield bears: quarterly, 1st, a stag's head cabossed; 2nd, 
gyronny of eight; 3rd, a galley, sail furled; 4th, a mullet. This 
slab evidently commemorated a member of a family claiming 
descent from the Camp bells ofCawdor. 

A. Old Parish Church and burial-ground, Kilchoman, Islay (No. 366); 
headstone (36) 

(36) Small headstone bearing in low relief a lighthouse, 
with parabolic-curved tower, high-level doorway, lozenge
patterned guard-rail, and lantern with horizontal glazing
bars. It bears the incised inscription JA(ME)S BSCOTI / Aua(usT) 
20TH 1845. James Scott was assistant keeper at the Rinns of 
Islay lighthouse (No. 441) from 1842 to 1847, and this stone 
presumably commemorates one of his family. 13* 

367 Old Parish Church, KildaIton, Islay 
NR458508 June 1982 

This church stands within its graveyard, in the SE corner of 
Islay and 1 km w of the nearest boat-landing at Port Mor. 
The ground immediately to the sand E is broken by a series of 
low rocky ridges, while to the NW it slopes to a level valley
bottom which before the period of agricultural improvement 
was probably a marsh . Although the churchyard contains 
one of the finest Early Christian crosses in Britain, suggesting 
a close connection with Iona, there is no evidence of a vallum 
or other remains of monastic character. Slight traces of a 
subrectangular building close to the road N of the church 1 do 
not appear to be of any great antiquity. The present 
churchyard wall is of 19th-century date, and there are no 
remains of an earlier enclosure. 

The church is a plain oblong building measuring 17·3 m 
from E to w by 5·7 m transversely within walls some 0·9 m in 
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thickness. The masonry is of regular flattish boulders 
roughly brought to courses and bonded with numerous small 
pinnings laid in coarse lime mortar. The original quoins and 
dressings are composed of orange-speckled buff-coloured 
sandstone which can be matched with specimens of Old Red 
Sandstone from the Machrihanish area of Kintyre. Many of 
these stones were robbed and subsequently, probably in the 
early 20th century, replaced by concrete, while many of the 
dressings were renewed, using cream-coloured sandstone 
from the North of England, when the building was repaired 
in 1973-4. It is roofless, but the walls and gables stand for the 
most part to their full height, and a sandstone skew is 
preserved in situ at the N side of the E gable. 

The building is now unicameral but it is probable that in 
the original arrangement the interior was subdivided by a 
timber screen placed about one-third of the way along its 

~' ---_': ~_r 

_ Lau luh- far1~ 13th Cfl1 rHry 123 LO rh WIWry 

~ I 10 20 30 [9 40 5'0 (,0 
B. Old Parish Church, Kildalton, Islay (No. 367); plan 

length. The smaller, or eastward division of the building, 
comprising the chancel, was lit by a pair of single-light 
windows in each of the side-walls and by twin lancets in the E 
gable. All these windows have been to some extent mutilated, 
and subsequently restored in rubble and concrete, but it is 
clear that in the original arrangement they had sloping sills 
and deeply-splayed round-arched embrasures with dressed 
sandstone margins. Above the arch-heads there are rubble 
relieving-arches. The embrasures vary in size, the two s 
windows being rather taller than the N ones, and their 
daylight openings correspondingly larger. The twin lancets 
are taller than the'other windows and their sills are set at a 
slightly higher level. All the windows appear to have had 
rebated daylight openings about 0·23 m in width, and the 
outer surrounds were wrought with a very shallow chamfer, 
but some of these mouldings have been inaccurately 
renewed. The windows in the side-walls were semicircular
headed and had monolithic heads, now cracked and in one 
case renewed, but the heads of the twin lancets appear to 
have been formed by pairs of stones shaped to the curve and 
bedded with vertical joints. 

At the E end of the s wall there are the remains of a 
projecting piscina surmounted by a canopy, while at the N 
end of the E wall there may be seen an aumbry having a slab
lintel and round-arrisedjambs offreestone.lt is evident from 
the position of these features in relation to the existing 
ground-level, that the original floor of the E portion of the 
church lies at least 0·6 m beneath the present surface. 

The larger, or western division of the interior, constituting 
the nave, contains two original entrance-doorways placed 
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Old Parish Church, Kildalton, Islay (No. 367) 
A. view from NE 

B. view from sw 
C. exterior of E windows 
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Old Parish Church, Kildalton, Islay (No. 367) 
A. mterior from w 

N window of chancel 
13. plan, section and elevations 
C. exterior 
D. interior 
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Old Parish Church , Kildalton, Islay (No. 367) 
A. exteriorofN doorway, c 1900 
B. exterior ofw gable 
C. interior of window in w gable 

almost opposite to one another in the Nand s walls. Both 
doorways were provided with draw-bars and both evidently 
incorporated splayed round-arched embrasures with dressed 

206A sandstone margins. The embrasure of the N doorway is 
provided with inner and outer relieving-arches. The margins 
of both openings have been badly robbed, so that it is now 
impossible to determine the precise forms of the doorways. 
The N doorway, however, was probably round-arched 
externally and the jambs appear to have been wrought with a 
plain rounded arris. The s doorway was loftier than its 
neighbour, but both openings appear to have measured 
about 0·9 m in width. 

The only window lighting the nave is a much restored 
single-light opening centrally placed in the upper portion of 

206B,C the w gable. None of the external dressings of the window 
now remain in situ , but internally there may be seen a splayed 
embrasure having freestone margins wrought with a quirked 
edge-roll moulding. In the original arrangement the church 
was probably covered with an open timber roof, but the 
position of the remaining plaster coating of the w gable 
suggests that this end of the building may latterly have been 
ceiled at the level of the main wall-head . The existing ground
level at the wend of the church appears to be only a few 
centimetres above that of the original floor. 

This church served the medieval parish of Kildalton, an 
independent parsonage in the patronage of the Bishops of the 
Isles, and although the earliest documentary record dates 
from 1425,2 the architectural characteristics of the building 
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indicate that it was erected in the late 12th or early 13th 
century. The name Kildalton (Cill Daltan) incorporates a 
diminutive form of the Irish dalta , a 'foster-child' or 
'disciple' , and the dedication in medieval sources was to St 
John the Evangelist. 3* Despite a proposal in 1651 to transfer 
public worship to Kilbride (No. 363), the building 
apparently remained in use until about the end of the 17th 
century, when services were transferred to a more convenient 
site at Lagavulin.4* At the end of the 18th century it was 
reported that the walls were still intact but that the roof had 
been demolished 'many years ago' .5 Repairs were made to 
the fabric in about 1925, and further work was undertaken by 
the Islay Historic Works Group in 1973-4. 

FUNERARY MONUMENTS, CROSSES AND OTH ER CARVED STON ES 

EARLY CHRISTIAN. Number I stands in the churchyard, 
about 8 m N of the chancel. Number 5 is inside the church, 
number 2 at the National Museum of Antiquities of 
Scotland, and numbers 3 and 4 at the Museum ofIslay Life, 
Port Charlotte. 

(I) THE KILDALTON CROSS. This monolithic ringed cross 204A 

stands in a damaged socket-stone of local epidiorite, 207 

measuring 0·83 m by 0·69 m by 0·13 m in visible thickness. 212A 
The cross, which had developed a dangerous tilt, was 
temporarily removed from its base in 1882, when a concrete 
cast was made for the National Museum of Antiquities of 
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Kildalton Cross (No. 367, I); A. w face B. E face (scale I: 15) 

Scotland, and the original socket-stone was incorporated in a 
double-stepped plinth in its original position. 

The cross is carved from a slab of grey-green epidiorite 
containing numerous granules of felspar, which can be 
closely matched in outcrops near Port na Cille, about I · 3 km 
to the ESE. It measures 2·65 m in visible height by 1·32 m 
across the arms, and the shaft tapers from 0·41 m by 0·18 m 
just above the base to O· 37 m by 0·17 m below the cross-head. 

208 

The thickness of the original slab, however, was at least 
O' 32 m, for the central bosses of the wand E faces project 209B 

respectively 95 mm and 50 mm beyond the general level, 210B 

while other elements of the w face of the cross-head show the 209A 

same bold relief. The semicircular armpits have a span of 
O' 39 m, and the overall diameter of the ring is 0·99 m. 

The Kildalton Cross is closely related to the group of 28 

major crosses, St Oran's, St John's and St Martin's, at Iona, 



A 

B 

KildatonCross(No. 367,1), 
wface 

A. cross-head 
B. central boss 
C. detail of upper panel 

of shaft C 

and like them it probably dates from the second half of the 
8th century.6 Whereas it resembles St Martin's Cross, also of 
epidiorite, in having figure scenes on one face, the delicacy of 
its carving and the proportions of the cross-head, with its 
wide armpits, are closer to those of St John's Cross. As in 
those two crosses the arms are double-curved, the top arm 
extending 0·46 m and the side-arms, which are somewhat 
irregular, up to 0·22 m beyond the ring. The edges of the cross 
are dressed smooth, and the carved field of each face is 
framed by a continuous 40 mm half-roll which on the w face 
is treated as a cable-moulding. 

ECCLESIASTICAL MONUMENTS No. 367 

On the w face, the edge-roll returns horizontally 0·26 m 
above the base, but below it to the right there are traces of a 
marginal groove, possibly intended to frame an inscription. 
The shaft contains two linked cruciform groups of 65 mm 
bosses from which spring serpents' bodies, half of which 
terminate in fierce biting heads seen in profile, and half in 
lizard-like heads with splayed fore legs, seen from above. In 
each group the central boss is smaller and produces several 
small spiral bosses, while the diagonal equal-armed crosses 
enclosed between the main bosses and the encircling serpents 
are filled by other small bosses linked by C-curves. The 
number and disposition of these bosses, and the plaiting of 
the serpents' bodies between the two medallions, are 
identical with those on the E face of St Martin's Cross, but 
two of the principal bosses in each of the cruciform groups 
resemble those of St John's Cross in being of 'bird's-nest' 
type, containing single pellets. The remainder of the shaft 
displays elaborate spiral-work composed round four 70 mm 
bosses at the angles and a large central boss, one of the major 
bosses of the cross-head, which has a diameter of 125mm 
and contains three internal pellets.7• Each of these bosses is 
triple-linked to small bosses and voluted trumpet-spirals, 
and the outer face of the central boss is covered with worn 
spirals. 

The w face of the cross-head is designed around four large 
bosses, each set outside the ring and central to its own panel, 
and a very large central boss, 170 mm in diameter and about 
95 mm in projection, whose surface is composed of four 
50 mm bosses and a cluster of many small spiral-linked 
bosses. Springing from the base of the central boss are four 
close-clinging serpents, and it is surrounded, within an 
interlaced ring, by a border of seven 50 mm bosses 
alternating with paired serpents' heads whose bodies emerge 
from the adjacent bosses. In the constrictions of the arms 
four lions are carved in high relief; their heads are all 
damaged but the lower fringes of their manes survive in those 
in the side-arms, who advance towards the centre with long 
tails curved above their backs. The lion in the left arm 
displays male genitals, and above its head and that of the 
other there are two identical and unidentifiable horn-shaped 
features with coiled terminals. A crouching lion in the lower 
arm faces the central boss with fore legs extended and hind 
legs bent close to its body. Its tail is loosely intertwined with 
the bodies of serpents, probably three in number, one of 
which appears to have looped over the lion's back. The lion 
in the upper arm is in the same posture, its head facing the top 
of the cross, but its left hind leg is splayed and, like its tail and 
forelegs, is linked to complex interlace incorporating two 
pairs of confronted beasts above and below the principal 
boss. These beasts have back-turned heads, and the upper 
pair bite their own tails, but the legs of all and the tails of the 
lower pair merge into the interlace, which rises to cover the 
sides of the boss. This is 130 mm in diameter and 90 mm in 
projection, and its dome is covered by small linked spiral 
bosses. The extremities of both side-arms bear serpent-and
boss ornament, of varying design, springing from their large 
central bosses. That in the right arm is 120 mm in diameter by 
80 mm in projection, and is covered in knitted interlace from 
which two serpents emerge, while the left boss has 
dimensions of 1l0mm by 95mm, and is divided into four 
panels, each containing knotwork, by serpents' bodies 
spiralling from its centre. 
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The quadrants of the ring measure 100 mm in width by 
110 mm in thickness, and bear ornament framed between 
bead-mouldings. On the lower right and upper left quadrants 
of the w face this comprises interlace with regular cruciform 
breaks (ECMS, 2, no. 593), while the lower left and upper 
right quadrants bear two varieties of key-ornament (ECMS, 
2, nos. 987,941). 

21J8B The edge-moulding of the E face returns horizontally 
212A 0·18 m above the base, but is cut at the left by a vertical 

A. Kildalton Cross (No. 367, I), E face, lower panel of shaft 

groove. The shaft is filled by a rectangular panel oflow-relief 
spiral-work composed around a central 240 mm roundel and 
four 130 mm roundels at the corners, each of them divided 
into three openwork roundels and linked to the centre by 
elongated trumpets. The central roundel generates six other 
trumpets ending in 35 mm bosses, and the other roundels 
produce S-shaped fillers at the outer spandrels, and voluted 
trumpet-spirals, while the remaining spaces are filled with 
interlinked small bosses. 

The top of the shaft, like the other arms of the cross-head, 
210C bears a figure-scene, the Virgin and Child with angels, which 

appears to be modelled on the carving in the same position 
on St Oran's Cross. 8 The Mother is placed frontally with the 
Child tilted back across her knees, supported by a hand 
behind His neck. The folds of her garment are visible on her 
legs, but her throne is not indicated. The two angels, similar 
in height to the Virgin, make a canopy by raising their inner 

rectangular object, probably a book, while the other has a 
hand raised to an appropriate position for holding a staff 
across his shoulder. None of the figures is haloed, although 
all have wig-like hair. 

B. Kildalton Cross (No. 367, I), E face, central boss 

The E face of the cross-head is centred on a hollow boss or 
ring, 180 mm in diameter and 50 mm in projection, whose 
outer surface bears close-knit interlace. It encloses a 90 mm 
hollow containing a low central boss from which four short
bodied serpents spiral anticlockwise to confront four Iizard-
like beasts set on the outer face . These have small bent fore 
legs, and large splayed hind legs which merge into a 
continuous band of interlace enclosed within a cable
moulded ring. In the constrictions of the lower and side-arms 2ll 

there is serpent-and-boss ornament, of which that in the right 
arm appears to incorporate birds' heads, while the other 
arms are composed round central lozenge-shaped bosses. 
The spiral-ornament on some of these bosses is particularly 
well preserved. 

wings to touch above her head. That on the right holds a C.KildaltonCross(No. 367, 1),E face, upperpanelofshaft 
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Kildalton Cross (No. 367, I), E face, details of cross-head 

The scene in the left ann shows two figures, that to the left 
standing and holding a curved club-like object with an 
expanded end having two projections while the other, 
apparently in profile, kneels before him with outstretched 
hands. The distinctive shape of the club-like object identifies 
the scene as Cain murdering Abel with the jawbone of an ass 
or camel, as depicted on Irish crosses and Anglo-Saxon 
manuscripts,9* and the kneeling figure probably shows Abel 
offering his sacrifice to the Lord. Thus the murder itself, a 
prefiguring of Christ's Crucifixion, is combined with the 
more general concept of an acceptable sacrifice, and in both 
respects parallels the carving in the right ann of the cross, the 
Sacrifice of Isaac by Abraham.'o* This is similar to the 
carving on the shaft of St Martin's Cross except that one 
small figure, probably an angel, is omitted. Abraham holds 
in his right hand a sword which rests on his shoulder, and 
with the other hand grasps the forelock of the short ?standing 
figure of Isaac, who extends his hands above a rectangular 
altar. 

ECCLESIASTICAL MONUMENTS No. 367 

In the constriction of the upper ann of the cross-head are 
two confronted birds who bite at an oval object, possibly a 
head but more probably a bunch of grapes . This motif is 
common in Mediterranean art of the Early Christian period, 
and peacocks with the prominent feet of the KildaIton birds 
are associated with vines in the Book of Kells, in one case 
flanking a portrait of Christ." The upper ann contains two 
angels, and below them a standing figure whose hand is 
raised to the jaws of a rearing beast. A horned animal filling 
the space behind the beast's back, evidently intended as a 
sheep, identifies this scene as David killing the Lion. 

The surfaces of the E face of the ring are extremely 
weathered, but the lower left quadrant appears to have borne 
key-ornament, and both of the right quadrants may have 
borne interlace. 

(NMAS cast; GAGM cast; SSS, 2, pIs. xxxvi- vii; PSAS, 
17 (1882- 3),277-9; Graham, Islay, pp. 83- 9 and pIs. xxiv- v; 
ECMS, 3, pp.391- 2 and fig. 410; Lamont, S culptured 
Stones, 16--19) . 
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A. Old Parish Church, Kildalton, Islay (No. 367); Kildalton Cross (I), from NE 

(2) Thin slab ofepidiorite, 0.70m in length by 0'19m in 
maximum width, pointed at the foot. It bears an incised 
outline cross whose arms are set at the mid-point of the shaft. 
The end of the left arm is open, possibly as the result of 
damage to the edge. This stone was found in 1882, face 
downwards, immediately below the sw corner of the socket
stone of the Kildalton Cross, number 1; below it were water
worn pebbles covering human bones. By virtue of its shape 
this slab would have made a convenient wedge for levelling 
the cross-base, and it must remain doubtful whether it was 
originally associated with the burial. (NMAS cast 184, on 
loan to Museum of Islay Life, Port Charlotte; PSAS, 17 
(1882- 3), 279, fig. 2; ibid. 57 (1922- 3), 294; Graham, Islay, 
p. 83, n. l ; Lamont, Sculptured Stones, pI. iii b) . 

(3) Roughly rectangular slab of epidiorite, 0·85 m by 
0·45 m in maximum dimensions; the surface ofthe lower part 
has split off. It bears an outline incised Latin cross with 
rounded armpits, incomplete at the foot. 

212 

B(2) 

Kildalton (No. 367); cross-marked stones (scale I: 15) 

(4) Thin roughly rectangular slab of schistose epidiorite, 2I2D 

0·61 m by 0'34m in maximum dimensions; incomplete at the 
foot. It bears a ringed outline cross with rounded sunken 
armpits and long shaft. 
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E(5) 

Kildalton (No. 367); cross-base (scale 1:30) 

(5) L-shaped slab of epidiorite, 0·90 m by 0·50 m in 2I2E 

maximum dimensions. It appears to have been part of a 
cross-base, and incorporates traces of a socket 0·41 m wide. 
Although it is possible that this slab is of medieval date, it 
may formerly have been associated with the Kildalton Cross, 
whose width matches that of the socket. 

MEDIEVAL. Numbers 7, 9, \0, 13, 14, 16-18, 20 and 21 are 
inside the church, numbers 6, 11, 12, 15 and 19 in the 
churchyard, and number 8 stands on what is presumably its 
original site some 50 m NE of the church. Of the group of 
stones described under number 23, some lie outside the w 
wall of the church, while others are incorporated in the 
threshold of the s door, or reused as grave-markers in the 
churchyard. Number 22 could not be identified at the date of 
visit. 

(6) Tapered slab, 1·61 m by 0·40 m, bordered by a single 
roll-moulding, exceptionally well preserved. At the top there 
is a foliated cross on a long central shaft which rises from a 
semicircular foliated base. To the right of the shaft is a single
hand sword with lobated pommel and inclined quillons 
slightly expanded at the ends, the blade having a central 
fuller. Below the sword is a small circular disc bearing traces 
of spiral ornament. To the left is a plant scroll incorporating 
demi-palmette and trefoil leaves, and ending at the top in a 
dragon's head. (Graham, Islay, p.92, no. 99). Iona school, 
14th century. 

(7) Lower part of a tapered slab, 1·0 m in length by 0·44 m 
in maximum width, bordered by a single roll-moulding; now 
much worn. It has borne a shafted cross rising from a base 
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Kildalton (No. 367) 
A. graveslab 

A(6) 

B, C. cross, wand E faces 
D. graves lab 

similar to that on number 6, and flanked by plant-scrolls. 
Iona school, 14th century. 

(8) Free-standing disc-headed cross with splayed arms 
erected on an artificial stony mound enclosed by a ditch and 
bank 7 m in overall diameter. The cross is 1·94 m in visible 
height, the diameter of the disc-head 0·40 m and the span of 
the arms 0·7Sm; the shaft tapers from 0'28m by O'ISm at 
ground level to 0·23 m by 0·12 m at the neck. Each face is 
bordered by a roll-moulding, the shaft and edges being 
undecorated. The ornament of the E face of the cross-head 
comprises a cross with round armpits and a small central 
boss, interlaced with two concentric circles and terminating 
in the upper and side-arms in ring-knots. The w face bears a 
more intricate plaitwork cross with central boss and foliated 
terminals incorporating in the left arm a saltire and in the 
upper arm a Latin cross.12 (SSS, 2, pIs. xxxvi-vii; Graham, 
Islay, pI. xxvi, 80, shows E face only). Iona school, 14th-15th 
century. 

(9) Tapered slab, 1·94 m by O· 73 m, bordered by a triple 
moulding and bearing the effigy of a man in armour; built 
into the recess of the E window in the s wall of the church. The 
figure wears a conical bascinet, an aventail or coif of mail, 
and a knee-length aketon with elbow-straps. There are also 
bands round the ankles, presumably spurs. A weeper is 
carved in relief in a cusped round-headed niche to the right of 
the figure's head, and a hound below his left elbow, while to 
the left of his head there is an inscription in Lombardic 
capitals: 
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+ HIC lAC/ET IMAR 

'Here lies Imar'. 

D(l1) 

No. 367 

(Steer and Bannerman, Monumental Sculpture, inscription 
no. SI; Graham, Islay, pI. xxvii, 86). Iona school, 14th- 15th 
century. 

(10) Tapered slab borderd by a roll-moulding, 1·86 m by 
0·S2m; it is broken across, and much of the surface has 
flaked off. At the top there is an intricate design 
incorporating ?four dragons with their long necks 
intertwined, then a central sword with lobated pommel and 
inclined quillons, flanked by coarse plant-scrolls. At the foot 
of the slab there is a casket. Loch Awe school, 14th-15th 
century. 

(11) Tapered slab, bordered by a double roll-moulding, 
1·88 m by 0·48 m. At the top there is a diagonal plaitwork 
cross incorporating rings at the centre and terminals, 
followed by a central sword having a round pommel with 
tang-button, inclined quillons expanded at the ends, and a 
scabbard-chape. 13 To the right of the sword-hilt there is an 
animal whose tail is linked to a double plant-stem flanking 
the blade, while to the left is a worn scene, possibly a seated 
figure holding a harp surmounted by a ?bird (cf. No. 386, 11). 
Below the left quillon is a foliated saltire cross, followed by a 
grotesque creature from whose head there emerges a ?horn or 
Iiripipe, 14 and then a plant-stem. At the foot of the slab is a 
pair of shears. (NMAS cast IB 138; PSAS, 17 (1882- 3),278, 
fig . I; Graham, Islay, pI. xxviii, 100). Loch Sween school, 
14th-15th century. 
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A{l2) 

B(l4) 
q15) 

2J4A (12) Tapered slab, bordered by a double roll-moulding, 
1·42 m by 0·43 m. At the top is a saItire cross interlaced with 
two concentric rings, and linked below to a second plaitwork 
motif. The lower half is occupied by a central sword 
resembling that on number 11, flanked on the left by a strip 
of interlace and on the right by an animal above and an ?otter 
pursuing a salmon below the quillon. (Graham, Islay, 
pI. xxxii, 98). Loch Sween school, 14th- 15th century. 

(13) Tapered slab for a child, 1·15 m by 0·42 m; much 
worn. Within a double roll-moulding, it bears an interlaced 
cross and then a central sword, both resembling those on 
number 12. The sword is flanked by plant-stems and strips of 
interlace. (Graham, Islay, pI. xxxii, 91). Loch Sween school, 
14th-15th century. 

214B (14) Tapered slab, bordered by a double roll-moulding, 
1·95 m by about O' 58 m in original width at the head. It is 
broken into three pieces, and the right edge is missing at the 
top and damaged in the lower part. At the top there has been 
circular plaitwork surrounding a small central boss, followed 
at the left by a rectangular panel, possibly a casket. In the 
lower part of the slab a stag is attacked by three hounds, 
watched by a huntsman who wears a Iiripipe hood, raises an 
axe with both hands, and has a hunting-horn slung at his 
waist. As on the cross of Alexander MacMillan at Kilmory, 
Knapdale,15 the huntsman is set at right angles to the 
remainder of the scene, but in this case a second ?stag, 
attacked by two hounds, is shown in the bottom right corner, 
in front of his body. (Graham, Islay, pI. xxvi, 81). Loch Sween 
school, probably mid 15th century. 

mc (15) Rectangular slab, 1·96 m by O· 58 m. Round the 
margin there is an inscribed label with rosettes at the corners 
and at the centres of each side. The upper half is occupied by 
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Kildalton (No. 367); graves labs 

an elaborate double canopy containing the figures of two 
men in armour. They wear high pointed bascinets, aventails 
and knee-length aketons, and the figure at the left carries a 
sword at his waist while the other bears one on his right 
shoulder. Their heads rest on pillows and their feet on 
contorted ?hounds. Below there is a foliated cross, and then a 
galley with spread sail. The black-letter inscription is much 
worn, and the only words legible are: 

HIC IACET / 10HANNES ...... . 

'Here lies John ... .' 

(Steer and Bannerman, Monumental Sculpture, inscription 
no. 53; GAGM cast, no. 185; Graham, Islay, pI. xxix, 101). 
Oronsayschool, c.1500- 1560. 

(16) Tapered slab of local epidiorite, 1·72 m by 0·45 m; 
much worn. Within a roll-moulding, which is not carried 
across the foot of the slab, it bears a long-shafted cross rising 
from a foliated semicircular base divided by a vertical bar. 
The foliated circular cross-head rests upon a transverse bar, 
and the spandrels of the panel thus formed also contain 
foliaceous ornament. To the right of the shaft there is a sword 
resembling that on number 6, followed by a circular disc, 
while to the left there is a plant-stem whose lower part is more 
deeply carved, perhaps at a later date. This slab appears to be 
a copy, perhaps produced locally, of the class oflona school 
slab represented by number 6. (GAGM cast, no. 184; 
Graham, Islay, pI. xxvii, 89). 14th- 15th century. 

(17) Tapered slab of local epidiorite, 1·80 m by about 
0·38 m in original width at the head, bordered by a roll
moulding; the top right corner is broken off, and the surface 
is much worn. The only visible decoration is a long-shafted 
cross with circular head, and below the cross-head to the 
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Kildalton (No. 367) 
A. cross-marked stone (scale I: 15) 
B. graveslab 

right a chalice with a paten above it. 14th-early 16th century. 
(18) Tapered slab, 1·65 m by 0-44 m. It is broken across 

and much worn, the only visible decoration being a foliated 
cross at the top. (Graham, Islay, pI. xxxii , 84, shows upper 
part, inverted). 14th-early 16th century. 

(19) Tapered slab of local epidiorite, I· 53 m by 0·42 m; 
much worn. The only visible decoration is a foliated cross at 
the top. 14th-early 16th century. 

(20) Tapered slab of local epidiorite, 1·70 m by 0·49 m, 
bordered by a rol1-moulding. It is broken across, and apart 
from foliage and traces of a ?gabled niche at the top the 
decoration has flaked away . There is now no trace of the 
secondary date 1716 mentioned by Graham. (Graham, Islay , 
p. 90, no. 87). 14th-early 16th century. 

(21) Rectangular slab, 1·81 m by O· 56 m; the bottom right 
corner is broken ofT. It bears the low-relief effigy of a man 
wearing a bascinet, aventail and knee-length aketon. 
Suspended at his waist there is a single-hand sword with the 
round pommel and long tang-button of the claymore, but 
slightly inclined quil1ons. The figure's head rests on a pil1ow, 
and below his feet there has been the hul1 of a gal1ey, of which 
only the stern remains. A black-letter inscription, which runs 
along the top and continues onto the right margin, reads: 

[HIC] IACET [ . . ... ) ALANI [S]ORLETI / MA[C]CEAIN 
'Here lies ..... , son of Alan, son ofSomerled MacIan' . 

ECCLESIASTICAL MONUMENTS No_ 367 

It is possible that this effigy commemorates a grandson of 
Somerled, son of John MacIan of Ardnamurchan, who was 
kil1ed about 1500. In design and execution it shows 
similarities to the work of the Oronsay school, but it is 
probably of local manufacture. (Steer and Bannerman, 
Monumental Sculpture, inscription no. 52; Graham, Islay, 
pI. xxviii, 90). c.1500-1560. 

(22) Graham describes a slab bearing 'a rudely carved 
wheel ornament' and a secondary inscription HEW McLEOD 
1716, with a crowned heart. (Graham, [slay , p . 92, no. 95). 

(23) A group of at least eight careful1y dressed slabs of 
chlorite-schist. Al1 are similar in cross-section, measuring 
0·55 m in width by about 90 mm in thickness and having 
rebates 60 mm wide at the axial sides of the lower faces. Three 
of the slabs, which are intact and measure respectively 
O· 32 m, O' 33 m and O' 7 5 m in length, display a 20 mm chamfer 
at one transverse end, and a rebate on the lower face at the 
other end, while some of the incomplete slabs bear similar 
chamfers, or have vertical transverse edges. The total length 
of the extant slabs exceeds 3·6 m . One, which is in secondary 
use as a grave-marker, bears the inscription 1766 A M D, and 
the slabs are probably of late medieval date, but their 
purpose is uncertain. Although they may have been 
incorporated in tomb-chests or cross-bases, structural 
members to provide the necessary stability are lacking. 

PosT-REFORMATION. Numbers 24 and 26 are in the church, 
numbers 25 and 27 in the churchyard, and number 28 in the 
Camp bell of Ardmore burial-enclosure sw of the church. 

(24) Tapered slab of local epidiorite, 1·70 m by 0·50 m; 21SA 

part of the upper edge has flaked ofT_ The only decoration is a 
crude Latin cross in relief. Although this stone could be 
earlier, it is probably of post-Reformation date. (Lamont, 
Sculptured Stones, pI. iii c). 

(25) Recumbent slab of epidiorite, plain except for a 
central1y-placed flat-topped boss 120 mm in diameter in the 
upper half. 

(26) Tapered slab of epidiorite, 1·9 m by about 0·6 m; the 2/5B 
right edge is damaged in places. Incised at the centre is a 
sporting gun with a curved and fluted stock,16* flanked by a 
powder-horn and a hound. The marginal inscription reads: 

HE[A]R LYES CHAR[LES] / MCA RTHOR WHO LIVED IN PROAIK 
(Proaig) 
AND DEPARTED / THIS LIFE THE / FIFTEN DAY OF FEBRVAREY 
1696YEARES 

(Graham, Islay, p. 91 , no . 93). 

(27) Tapered slab of chlorite-schist, 1·62 m by 0·45 m. It is 
bordered by a double moulding whose broad inner member 
is mitred at the angles; although this margin may be earlier 
than the remaining decoration, it is not of medieval 
character. At the centre there is incised a sword with ribbed 
hand-grip, curved quil10ns and a continuous knuckle-guard, 
and above it a shield bears the inscription: 1716 / IS FECE/T (sic 
forjecit, 'made'). An inscription incised within the margin of 
the central panel commemorates James, son of James 
Steward, who died in 1716. 

(28) Round-topped headstone erected in 1770 to mark 
their family burial-place by Alexander Campbel1 of 
Ardmore, his son John Campbel1 of ' Kenture' (Kintour), 
and his brother Archibald Campbel1 ofTrudernish. 

215 



No. 368 ECCLESIASTICAL MONUMENTS 

368 Chapel, Kilennan, Bowmore, Islay (Site) 
NR372573 August 1974 

There are no visible remains, and the site is now occupied by 
a sheep-pen. 

369 Chapel (Site) and Burial-ground, Killchianaig, 
Inverlussa, Jura 
NR644870 August1974 

There are no visible remains of a chapel and the burial
ground, which is of oblong plan, is enclosed by a wall of 19th
century date. The earliest identifiable memorial is a small 
roughly-shaped cruciform stone of local slate, 1·02 m in 
height, which now serves as a headstone. The shaft tapers 
towards the head, where it has a width of 0·23 m, while the 
maximum width across the arms is 0·40 m; the base of the 
shaft is tapered for fixing into the ground. This stone is 
probably of medieval date. The earliest inscribed stone now 
visible is a recumbent slab of slate commemorating Malkum 
Buie, who died in 1746. There are also a number of 
headstones oflocal slate. 

The chapel appears to have been dedicated to a saint 
bearing the Irish name Cianag. 

370 Old Parish Church, Kilmeny, Islay 
NR388653 August 1977 

The surviving fragment of this medieval church stands in the 
w half of a walled burial-ground about 400m sw of the 
present parish church (No. 371). The visible remains consist 
of part of the w wall and an adjacent turf-covered portion of 
the s side-wall extending eastwards for a distance of some 
3·5 m. The extant portion of the w wall measures 5·5 m in 
length by 0·9 m in average thickness and 2·6 m in maximum 
internal height. It is constructed of lime-mortared rubble 
masonry, which has been partly rebuilt, and on the external 
face of the wall towards the s end there is a narrow 
semicircular arch of 0·65 m span which is composed of 
dressed voussoirs. A stone of the inner face bears the incised 
inscription DUNCAN MCNAB 1769, probably marking a family 
burial-place. 

Kilmeny was described by Monro in 1549 as one of the 
four parish churches of Islay, but no earlier reference has 
been identified and it is possible that it originated as a 
dependent chapel within the parish of Kilarrow (No. 359). 
The lands ofKilmeny belonged to the Bishop of the Isles, but 
the bishopric rental of 1561 did not lay claim to the church, 
and the patronage of the benefice is unknown. 1 The 
dedication may have been to St Eithne, a familiar Old Irish 
female name.2 • The exiguous remains described above may 
belong to the later Middle Ages. 

FUNERARY MONUMENTS 

The following monuments are in the w half of the burial
ground. Number 2 could not be located at the date of visit. 

MEDIEVAL 
(I) Tapered slab bordered by a single moulding, 1·79 m by 

0·49 m, much worn. At the top there are traces of a foliated 
cross, followed by two confronted animals from whose tails 
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issues an overall pattern of intertwined plant-stems. 
(Graham, Islay , pI. xxxi, no. 14). Iona school, 14th- 15th 
century. 

(2) Tapered slab bordered by a triple moulding 1·72 m in 
incomplete length by about 0·48 m; when recorded by 
Graham, it was damaged at the top right corner and the foot. 
At the top there was a rectangular panel framed in chevron 
ornament, followed by two confronted animals from whose 
tails issued an overall pattern of intertwined plant-stems. 
(Graham, Islay, pI. xxxi, no. 13). Loch Awe school, 14th- 15th 
century. 

(3) Tapered slab bordered by a double moulding 
containing nail-head ornament, 1·87 m by 0·49 m; it is much 
worn and the top left corner is missing. At the centre there is a 
sword with lobated pommel and inclined quillons, and to the 
left a plain panel, probably once inscribed, above the quillon 
and a plant-scroll terminating in an animal's head below it. 
Above the right quillon is an animal, and below it another 
animal and then a plain panel, while at the foot of the slab is a 
dragonesque creature. (Graham, Islay, p. 34, no. 15). 14th-
15th century. 

(4) Tapered slab, 1·77 m by 0·46 m, bearing faint traces of 
a sword. The remainder of the original decoration has been 
obliterated by later ornament and an inscription 
commemorating John Currie who died in 1823. 14th-early 
16th century. 

(5) Fragment of the moulded edge of a slab, 0·7 m by 
O' 32 m, bearing traces of foliaceous ornament. 14th-early 
16th century. 

POST· REFORMATION 
(6) Several tapered slabs bordered by double roll

mouldings. One bears the inscription JOHN McKEOUN HIS 
BURIALL / PLACE 171 2, and it is probable that all are of post
Reformation date. 

(7) Headstone commemorating Andrew MacLean, 
innkeeper at Robolls, who died in 1748. 

(8) Headstone erected to the memory of Neil McQuillan, 
who died in 1762, and his wife, Elizabeth Campbell, who died 
in 1776. 

(9) Much-worn recumbent slab commemorating Hugh 
MacDougall, tacksman in Bar, who died in 17[ ]7. 

(10) Large recumbent slab carved in low relief with a 
shield bearing quarterly: 1st, gyronny of eight; 2nd, 
indecipherable; 3rd, ?a galley; 4th, a mullet. The principal 
inscription is effaced, but a subsidiary inscription at the foot 
mentions Peter, son of John Campbell ofBallygrant. 

371 Parish Church, Kilmeny, Islay 
NR 389657 August 1977 

This church stands within a plantation about 400 m NNE of its 
medieval predecessor (No. 370) and 800 m sw Gf Ballygrant 
village. An earlier building was remodelled by Waiter F 
Campbell of Islay, at a cost of £238, about 1828, when the 
adjacent parliamentary manse (No. 413) was built to serve 
the N portion of the joint parish of Kilarrow and Kilmeny, 
which in 1849 became the quoad sacra parish of Kilmeny. 1 

Further extensive alterations were made in the second half of 
the 19th century. 

The building is constructed oflimewashed rubble masonry 217A 

with red sandstone dressings. It comprises a rectangular 
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A. Parish Church, Kilmeny, Islay (No. 371); view from w 

main block with a single-storeyed vestry at the rear and a 
gabled porch added to the centre of the front (NW) wall. The 
original block measures 15·3 m in length by 8·9 m in width 
over all; it is gable-ended, and the sw gable is crowned by a 
simple birdcage belfry which houses a bell and has a stepped 
pyramidal roof. 

The porch, the fenestration and much of the interior date 
from the late 19th-century remodelling. The windows are 
round-headed and incorporate a pair of three-light Venetian
style openings in the NW side-wall . The porch-window and 
the lintelled doorway have hood-moulds, and the door
threshold appears to be an inverted block of V-jointed or 
rusticated masonry in reuse . Inside the church, a pulpit with 
panelled front and balustraded stair stands at the NE end 
fronting an arrangement of plain bench pews; a loft at the sw 
end is carried on wooden columns with stop-chamfered 
arrises. 
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B. Chapel , Kilmory, Scarba (No. 372); plan 

372 Chapel, Kilmory, Scarba 
NM718056 June 1974 

The ruins of this medieval chapel stand within an irregular 
pentagonal enclosure bounded by a drystone wall, some 25 m 
sw of the landing-place of Port a ' Chaibeil. Its walls, although 
much overgrown, survive in places to a height of about 1·6 m; 
they vary in thickness from 0·9 m to 1·2 m and are composed 
of uncoursed boulder rubble with some slate pinnings, 
bonded in weak lime mortar. The chapel measures internally 
about 7· 5 m from E to w by 3·7 m transversely, and preserves 
no features except an entrance-doorway towards the wend of 
the Ewall . 

Although the structure cannot be closely dated, it is 
presumably the 'chapel of the Blessed Virgin, where many 
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miracles occur' , mentioned by John of Fordun about 1380.1 

The name 'Cill Mhoire', recorded by the Ordnance Survey in 
the 1870s, confirms the dedication to the Virgin Mary. There 
is no evidence that the chapel was maintained in the post
Reformation period, and the burial-ground appears to have 
gone out of use by the middle of the 19th century.2 

FUNERARY MONUMENT. The earliest monument in the 
burial-ground is a sandstone table-tomb commemorating 
Margaret MacLean, 'spouse to Allan McLean of Kilmory 
and daughter to Murdoch MacLean of Lochbuy by Mr 
(Mistress) Anne Campbell,3 daughter to Hugh Campbell of 
Calder (Cawdor)" who died in 1741 aged 34. The MacLeans 
of Kilmory were themselves a cadet branch of the family of 
Lochbuie. 4 
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c. Chapel and burial-ground, Kilnaughlon, Islay (No. 373); plan 

373 Chapel and Burial-ground, Kilnaughton, Islay 
NR344452 September 1975 

The remains of this church stand a little above the shore of 
Kilnaughton Bay about 2 km w of Port Ellen. Although 
roofless, the building rises almost to its original height, but 
the exterior of the s wall is now concealed beneath the 
accumulated soil of the surrounding burial-ground while the 
ground-surface of the interior lies more than 1 m above the 
original floor-level. Two burial-enclosures of 18th- or 19th
century date adjoin the E end of the N wall. The original 
masonry is of un coursed local rubble and beach boulders laid 
in lime mortar, the quoins and dressings, so far as these 
remain, being of the same materials; the fabric appears to 
have been considerably patched and repaired within the past 
century or so. 

The building is of simple oblong plan and measures 11 ·7 m 33(T) 

from E to w by 4· 5 m transversely within walls about 1 m in 117C 

thickness. There are two doorways placed more or less 
opposite to one another in the side-walls towards the wend of 
the building. There are also traces of an opposed pair of 
splayed windows situated towards the E end of the church 
and of a third splayed window in the N wall. All these 
openings appear to be original, and the same is probably true 
of a smaller window placed high up in the E gable, which also 
incorporates a large L-shaped aumbry; both gables are inset 
internally at sill-level. The interior of the NE angle of the 
building is bridged by a series of stone lintels to provide 
corner shelves. The height of these shelves in relation to the 
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adjacent windows suggests that the E end, or chancel, of the 
church was floored at a higher level than the nave, an 
arrangement also found at Kilchiaran (No. 365). At the w 
end of the building the existence of a pair of opposed socket
holes in the side-walls may indicate the former existence of a 
gallery or laird's loft. The church is probably oflate medieval 
date. 

This church appears to have originated as a dependency of 
the parish church of. Kildalton (No. 367) and there is no 
record of the existence of a separate parish of Kilnaughton 
before the Reformation. In an account of Islay compiled in 
about the second quarter of the 17th century, however, 
mention is made of 'two parish churches in this part calld 
Largki, called Kildaltan and Kilnachtan', and when 
proposals for building a new church at Lagavulin were made 
in 1651 it was agreed that 'the twa old paroaches of Kilda It an 
and Kilnachten be the paroache of the said new kirk'. 1 It was 
not until about the end of the 17th century, however, that 
services were begun at Lagavulin (No. 367, n.4) and the 
church at Kilnaughton may have continued in use until that 
time. By 1794 the walls of the church were 'very much 
decayed' and both church and burial-ground were 
threatened by the encroachment of blown sand. In 1828 a 
Parliamentary kirk was erected in the Oa (p. 35) and in 1849 a 
parish of this name was disjoined quoad sacra from 
Kildalton .2 

The dedication was to St Nechtan, a Scottish saint of the 
7th century. 3 A(2) 

Chapel and burial· ground, 
Kilnaughton, Islay (No. 373) 

A.effigy 

FUNERARY MONUMENTS AND OTHER CARVED STONES 

MEDIEVAL. The following stones are inside the church, 
except numbers 4 and 6, which are at the Museum of Islay 
Life, Port Charlotte. 

(I) Lower part of a tapered slab with bevelled edges, 
0·91 m by 0·40 m at the foot. It presumably bore a foliated 
cross on a thin central shaft which rises from a foliated 
semicircular base. The blade of a sword survives to the right, 
and a plant-scroll to the left. Iona school, 14th century. 

218A (2) Tapered slab, 1·88 m by 0·65 m, bearing in relief the 
full -length effigy of a man in armour. The slab is bordered by 
a roll-moulding, and the bottom left corner is chamfered. 
The figure wears a conical bascinet, an aventail or coif of 
mail, and a knee-length aketon with elbow-straps. His left 
hand rests on a sword with lobated pommel and inclined 
quillons, which is suspended from a waist-belt. Above his left 
shoulder there is a small robed figure, with long hair and 
wearing a cap with a prominent roll at base, together with a 
pair of shears and a ?book (Graham, Islay , pI. xxii, 74). Iona 
school, 14th-15th century. 

(3) Tapered slab with bevelled edges, 1·73 m by OAO m. At 
the top are a pair of shears and a small cross with rounded 
armpits. The remainder of the slab is decorated with an 
overall pattern of intertwined plant-stems. (Graham, Islay, 
pI. xxxii, 76). Iona school, 14th-15th century. 

2188 (4) Tapered slab with pointed head, 1·74m by 0'55m in 
maximum width; the bottom right corner is damaged, and 
the surface of the top left corner is preserved as a detached 
flake. Within a roll-moulding, a foliated cross incorporating 
oak-leaves is followed by a sword similar to that on number 
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2, flanked by circling plant-scrolls linked to the cross. Iona 
school, 14th-15th century. 

(5) Tapered slab with pointed head, 1·83 m by 0·52 m in 
maximum width, now much worn. The arrangment is similar 
to that on number 4, except that the plant-stems flanking the 
sword are of undulating type, and above the cross there is a 
mounted figure. The border consists of double roll
mouldings enclosing a row of nail-head ornament. (Graham, 
Islay, pI. xxxii, 75). Probably Iona school, 14th-15th century. 

(6) Fragment of the foot of a slab with roll-moulded 
margin, OA3 m long by O' 37 m wide. At the centre there is the 
tip of a sword-blade flanked by plant-stems. 14th-early 16th 
century. 

PosT·REFORMATlON. The following stones are in the burial
ground. 

(7) A recumbent slab inscribed at the head DMCL I 1694. The 
third numeral has been altered from '6' to '9'. 

(8) Tapered slab oflate 17th-century character containing 
marginal inscription commemorating Donald Orr (date 
broken off). 

(9) Tapered slab inscribed cDI 1684at the head. 
(10) Slab inscribed A Mcl 1 1725 and with plain margin. 
(11) Coped slab commemorating Peter Campbell, 

youngest son of Archibald Campbell of Askomil, who died 
in 1747. 

(12) A much-worn recumbent slab bearing an almost 
illegible five-line inscription containing the date 1733. 
Beneath the inscription there is an armorial in relief, the 
shield being charged for Campbell, quarterly: 1st, a castle 
embattled; 2nd, gyronny of eight; 3rd, a chief cheeky (?in 
error for a fess cheeky); 4th, ?a hunting-horn . 
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(13) A recumbent slab commemorating Archibald 
Camp bell of Askomil, the stone bearing a heraldic shield 
charged gyronny of eight; the crest is a galley with sail furled. 

(14) A much-worn slab of sandstone, now broken into 
three pieces, bearing a virtually illegible inscription and an 
armorial, the shield being charged quarterly for Campbell: 
1st, gyronny of eight; 2nd, a stag's head cabossed; 3rd, on a 
fess three ?buckles; 4th, a galley with sail furled . 

374 Chapel, Kilnave, Islay 
NR285715 June 1981 

This medieval chapel stands within a trapezoidal enclosure 
bounded by a wall of 19th-century date, at the edge of a 
raised-beach terrace close to the w shore of Loch Gruinart. 
Although the early ecclesiastical use of the site is attested by 
the existence in the burial-ground of a free-standing cross, 
probably of 8th-century date, there is no visible evidence of 
an earlier enclosure. 

The chapel, which is rootless but otherwise almost intact, 
measures 9· 2 m from E to w by 4· 3 m transversely within walls 
0·9 m in thickness. It is built of tlaggy local rubble, bonded in 
coarse lime mortar, and except in the lowest courses of the s 
wall, which incorporate some massive boulders, most of the 
masonry is small and thin, although at the angles some 
horizontal slabs up to 1·6 m in length are used. The entrance-
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Chapel, Kilnave, Islay (No. 374) 
A. pla n 
B. view from NW 
C. view from SE 

No. 374 

doorway, in the w gable-wall, has a segmental arched head of 
thin rubble slabs, and the internal arch is of similar character; 2208 

a deep draw-bar socket is formed in the s jamb. The chapel 220A 

was lit by round-headed windows in the E wall and at the E 

end of the s wall, both of which have splayed internal jambs 
and heads, and stepped sills. In these openings, as in the w 22OC,D 

doorway, the thin rubble slabs of the arch-heads are not set 
radially; indeed many of them are only slightly inclined from 
the vertical. A thick coat of wall-plaster, best preserved on 
the inner face of the sand w walls, served to conceal the 
irregularities of the masonry forming the openings. Below 
the E window there are the remains of an altar-platform. The 
upper parts of the E and w gables show rows of put log-holes, . 
which probably held the scaffolding used in the construction 
of the chapel. A deep socket just below wall-head level at the 
wend of the inner face ofthe N wall is of uncertain purpose. 

This chapel, whose Gaelic name, Cill Naoimh, means 'the 
church (or burial-ground) of the saint', is probably of late 
medieval date. Although the plan, with the exception of the E 

window, closely resembles that of8t Oran's Chapel, Iona, a 
12th-century building, 1 the form of the window-heads can be 
paralleled in late medieval work at Dunollie and 
Dunstaffnage Castles, Lorn.2 The chapel is said to have been 
burnt by the MacDonalds when a party of MacLeans took 
refuge there after the battle of Tniigh Ghruineard, 4 km to 
the s, in 1598, but there is no mention of this incident in early 
descriptions of the battle. 3 

219 



No. 374 ECCLESIASTICAL MONUMENTS 

A 

ex un or 

sectiorIJ We-rio, 

ful f 
Z, 3 4 5 7 

C pl.aw 

CROSS AND F UNERARY MONUMENT 

The following monuments are in the churchyard. The 
original position of the cross number I was 7 m w of the w 
door of the chapel; but at the time that this volume went to 
press it was lying a few metres to the s, awaiting re-erection in 
a more secure base. The earliest of the post-Reformation 
monuments bears the date 1780. 

EARLY CHRISTIAN 
(I) THE KILNAVE CROSS. This free-standing ringless cross, 

]8(D) probably of 8th-century date, is carved from a thin slab of 
]]/ greenish Torridonian flagstone which can be matched 

among the rocks that outcrop on the shore E of the site. 
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Chapel, Kilnave, Islay (No. 374) 
A. interior from w 
B. interiorofw gable 
C. Ewindow 
D. exterior Of E window 

Before the temporary removal of the cross in 1981 its visible 
height was 2·63 m, but excavation at that time exposed a butt 
O'72m in length, of which the lower 0·25 m had snapped off 
but remained fixed in the lower slab of a composite cross
base (infra, number 2).4 Following the partial dismantling of 
this base at an unknown date, the cross had been re-erected in 
the same position supported by a packing of stones. A 20 mm 
notch at the right edge 0·18 m from the foot of the shaft 
formed a tenon whose intended function is uncertain. Above 
this tenon the shaft and top arm have a uniform width of 
O· 39 m, and the thickness of the cross is 65 mm. The original 
span of the side-arms was 1·04 m, but about 35 mm of the end 
of the N arm and most of its lower part have been broken off, 
along with the top corner of the s arm and the top s corner of 
the top arm. The armpits are almost semicircular, measuring 
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Chapel. Kilnave. Islay (No. 374); Kilnave Cross (I) 
A, B. E face, detail of upper ann 
C. E face 
D. E face (scale I: 15) 
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Chapel, Kilnave, Islay (No. 374); cross-base (2), slabs A and B and suggested reconstruction (scale 1:30) 

O' 36 m across, and the projection of the side-arms is 
221 extremely short. The E face of the cross only is carved in low 

relief, and much of the surface, especially of the shaft and N 

arm, has flaked off. The ornament is contained within a plain 
50 mm margin, continuous except at the ends of the surviving 
arms, where incised lines form additional inner bead
mouldings, and at the foot of the shaft. The lower panel of 
the shaft bore key-ornament, now almost obliterated, and 
above this is a more deeply carved but badly flaked 
rectangular panel of spiral-work. Like the corresponding 
panel on the E face of the Kildalton Cross (No. 367), this has 
had open-work roundels in the angles, producing voluted 
trumpet-spirals at the sides, but the central motif to which 
they were linked appears to have been composed of 
interlocked peltas or C-curves, rather than a single large 
roundel. 5* The centre of the cross-head is occupied by a 
roundel of spiral-ornament measuring 0·45 m in diameter 
within a bead-moulded surround, and having a shallow 
central hollow 65 mm in diameter. The surround of this 
hollow produces three peltas, linked by spiral whorls to large 
voluted trumpet-spirals filling the periphery of the circle. The 
constrictions of the vertical arms are filled with key
ornament, and that of the s arm with interlace on which is set 

221A,B a 0·19 m roundel of spiral-work. The top arm contains a 
rectangular panel of elaborate spiral-ornament with low 
bosses of varying sizes linked by peltas. (Graham, [slay, 
pI. xi, no. 33; ECMS, 3, p.395 and fig . 412; Lamont, 
Sculptured Stones, pIs. vi- vii; GAl, 8 (1981), 95- 102). 

222 

(2) Two grooved slabs of local Torridonian flagstone, 
which originally formed part of the base of the Kilnave 
Cross. The lower slab (A), which was found in situ at a depth 
of 0·45 m during the excavation of 1981, measures I · 53 m by 
1·05 m by 0·20 m in maximum thickness, the underside being 
irregular in section. It incorporates a central socket 
measuring O' 39 m by 0·07 m, and on the upper surface, 
between 0·14 m and 0·18 m from the edges, there is a 
continuous flat-bottomed groove, varying from 25 mm to 
80 mm in width and up to 40 mm in depth. Stone B, an L
shaped fragment identified in the churchyard in 1981 , has 
been of similar form measuring 1·42 m by 0·68 m in surviving 
width by 80 mm in thickness. Its cross-socket appears to have 
been identical in size with that ofthe other stone, but the slab 
has subsequently been cut in line with one side of the socket 
so that the position of its return is uncertain. The grooves on 
one face enclose a length of 1·05 m, similar to that of slab A. 
The other face , which was presumably the only one visible 
when the base was in situ, is dressed smooth but completely 
plain. 

Although this base was evidently related to the composite 
base of St John's Cross, Iona,6 it lacks the corner-posts 
essential for the stability of the latter, and if it relied for 
support on vertical slabs fitted into the grooves, which as 
noted above are of very variable width, its eventual collapse 
is not surprising. Although it has been suggested that the 
base may be a remodelling of the 11th or 12th century,7* an 
8th-century date contemporary with that of the cross is more 
probable. (GAl, 8 (1981), 95- 102). 
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MEDIEVAL 

A. Chapel, Kilnave, Islay (No. 374) 
graveslab (3) 

223A (3) Tapered slab with pointed head, 1·73 m by 0·45 m in 
maximum width, bordered by a double moulding. At the 
centre is a two-handed sword flanked by animals and plant
stems, and at the top there is a black-letter inscription 
reading: 

+ HIC IACET / DONALDUS NIALDI 
'Here lies Donald, son of Ni all. ' 

(Steer and Bannerman, Monumental Sculpture, inscription 
no. 42; Graham, Islay , pI. xii, 34). c.1500- 1560. 

I 
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B. Chapel and burial-ground, Kilslevan, Islay (No. 375); plan 

375 Chapel and Burial-ground, Kilslevan, Islay 
NR421673 August 1975 

The scanty remains of this chapel stand on the margins of 
open moorland about 2 km sw of Port Askaig. The building, 

26(£) whose walls now stand to a maximum height of 0·8 m, 
appears to have measured about 6· 3 m from wsw to ENE by 
3·7m transversely within walls I m in thickness, and the 
masonry seems to have been constructed without the use of 
lime mortar. A gap in the centre of the wsw wall indicates the 
probable position of the entrance. 

2238 The chapel is tightly enclosed by a drystone wall of circular 
plan measuring about 2·4 m in width at base and rising to a 
maximum height of I m. A gap in the SE sector of the circuit 
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marks the position of a former entrance, while a larger gap in 
the w sector appears to have been formed by the partial 
intrusion within the enclosure of a secondary building of 
subrectangular plan; this measures about 4· 5 m from NW to SE 
by 3 m transversely within walls O· 7 m in thickness. There are 
no visible gravestones. 

h 
C. Cross-fragment, Kintour, Islay (No. 376) (scale I: 15) 

376 Cross-fragment, Kintour, Islay 
NR457513 December 1982 

This damaged cross-head was discovered in 1881 during the 
demolition of an outbuilding at Kintour farmhouse, I about 
450 m N of Kildalton Church (No. 367), and it is now in the 
National Museum of Antiquities of Scotland. It is neatly 
carved from biotite-chlorite-schist, probably imported from 
Knapdale. It measures O· 35 m in height and the original span 
was O' 36 m, but about 30 mm has been broken off the right 
arm. The head is not of the usual disc type, but has short arms 
and wide curved armpits. On one face (a), within a flat 
margin, it bears in false relief a cross composed of two double 
bands, plaited with each other at the centre and also plaited 
at the extremities through transverse rectangular loops. The 
other face (b) is very worn, but appears to have borne a 
cruciform motif with barred or foliated terminals, and a 
circular central feature . Although the ornament on face a is 
modelled on an Early Christian pattern,2 the absence of true 
knots in the terminals shows that this carving is a late 
imitation. (PSAS, 57 (1922-3), 295; Lamont, Sculptured 
Stones, pI. xxix c). 14th-early 16th century. 

377 Burial-ground, Kinuachdrach, Jura 
NR 706985 June 1982 

This site occupies a small level terrace bounded on the w by a 
rocky ridge, immediately above the N shore of Kinuachdrach 
Harbour and some 250 m SE of Kinuachdrach farmhouse . It 
is marked by a number of rough boulders, and a few small 
recumbent slabs of slate, one of which, about I m long, bears 
the name I MCLEAN incised in capitals. This stone is probably 
oflate 18th- or early 19th-century date. 

378 Chapel (Site) and Burial-ground, Laggan, Islay 
NR294558 August 1974 

This site is gradually being eroded by the River Laggan and 
nothing now remains of the chapel, dedicated to St Col urn ba, 
that was recorded by Graham in 1895. It measured about 
7·5 m by 3 m internally and incorporated 'traces of an altar 
projecting about four feet (1 , 3 m) from the east wall' . I The s 
portion of the burial-ground, too, has disappeared, the 
surviving portion comprising a D-shaped enclosure 
measuring about 25 m from E to w by 6· 7 m transversely 

223 



No. 379 ECCLESIASTICAL MONUMENTS 

B(3) 

Chapel (site) and burial-ground, Laggan, 
Islay (No. 378) 

A. cross-marked stone (scale I: 15) 
B. cross-shaft, front 
C. cross-shaft, back 

Machrins, Colonsay (No. 382) 
D. Cross-marked stone (scale I: 15) 

within a bank some 1·8 m in width and 1·5 m in height. A few 
plain grave-markers are visible. 

FUNERARY MONUMENTS AND CROSS 

The following stones are in the Museum of Islay Life, Port 
Charlotte. Numbers I and 3 were discovered in the eroded 
river-bank by Mr R Hodkinson, Bowmore, in 1966 and 1964 
respectively. Number 2 was removed in 1883 from Laggan to 
the grounds of Kildalton House,2 where it remained until 
1977. 

EARLY CH RISTIAN 

224A (I) Slab of flaggy siItstone, probably derived from the 
Torridonian rocks ofIslay. It is broken across, and the edges 
are damaged so that it is uncertain whether they were 
originally dressed. It now measures 1·06 m in length by about 
o· 35 m in maximum width, and bears an incised outline 
ringed cross with rounded armpits and an elongated upper 
arm. The cross-head has a broad triple-beaded ring, perhaps 
intended as two concentric rings, whose outer arc encloses 
the surviving side-arm. (Lamont, Sculptured Stones, pI. ix d, 
omitting lower fragment). 

224 

MEDIEVAL 

(2) Greater part of a tapered slab, 1·84 m long; it is much 
worn, and lacks both the upper and lower left corners. 
Within a border of nail-head between two roll-mouldings, 
there is at the top a niche containing two figures ?embracing, 
followed by a sword flanked on the left by an animal and a 
plant-scroll. At the foot is a panel which may have been 
inscribed. (Graham, [slay, pI. xxx, no. 106, showing niche 
only). 14th-early 16th century. 

(3) Lower part of the shaft ofa free-standing cross, 1·02 m 
high including a tapered 0·41 m butt. The shaft, which has 
roll-moulded angles, tapers in width from 0·19 m at the 
junction with the butt to 0·13 m, and has a uniform thickness 
of 45 mm. On the front is the lower part of the figure of the 2248 

Crucified Saviour, suspended on a cross raguly, while on the 
back there is an undulating plant-stem rising from the tail of mc 
an animal and incorporating holly-leaves. (Lamont, 
Sculptured Stones, pI. xxi a; Steer and Bannerman, 
Monumental Sculpture, p. 38). Probably Loch Sween school, 
14th-early 16th century. 

379 Burial-ground, Loch Finlaggan, Islay 
NR 389683 August 1974 

This site, which was identified in 1878 as a burial-ground,l 
lies close to the N shore of the loch, opposite Eilean Mor. It 
comprises an irregular-shaped enclosure measuring about 
11 m by 6 m within an earth-and-stone bank some 2 m in 
thickness. There are no visible tombstones. 

380 Chapel and Burial-ground, Loch Lossit, Islay (Site) 
NR411652 August 1974 

There are no visible remains, and it was reported in 1878 that 
part of the burial-ground was believed to have been 
submerged by a change in the level of the loch. 1 

381 MacDuffie Cairn and Cross, Oronsay (Site) 
NRC.356884 July 1974 

The traditional site of a cairn used as a resting-place for the 
coffins of MacDuffie chiefs being brought for burial at 
Oronsay Priory (No. 386) is located about 800 m SE of the 
Priory and about 350 m s of the present road from the Priory 
to the Strand. It appears to have been situated at the sw edge 
of a field formerly known as Pairc na Croise (,Park of the 
Cross'), in an area which has now been levelled as part of an 
aircraft landing-strip, and there are no visible remains. 
Martin, writing shortly before 1700, recorded that a stone 
cross called 'MacDuffie's Cross' was fixed in the cairn, and 
Pennant in 1772 also saw 'a small cross'. Later tradition 
recorded by Grieve asserted that it was 'of beautiful 
workmanship', but it is not known whether this cross was 
one of the medieval fragments preserved at Oronsay Priory. t 

382 Cross-marked Stone, Machrins, Colonsay 
NR367932 October 1981 

The lower part of a cross-marked pillar stands in a field 224D 

about 100 m s of Machrins farmhouse. It is said to have been 
brought from the nearby burial-ground ofKilbride (No. 362) 
in the late 18th century to support the jougs associated with a 



A 

preaching-house at Machrins and, like another cross-slab 
from the same source, to have been broken during the 
removal of the jougs.! It measures 0·81 m in height above 
ground level by 0'36m in maximum width; the surface is 
irregular and much worn. On the E face it bears the incised 
outline of the lower half of a simple cross standing on a 
horizontal band. (Loder, Colonsay, pI. xlvii) . 

383 Chapel and Burial-ground, Nave Island, Islay 
NR291758 June 1981 

This medieval chapel is situated on the SE shore of Nave 
Island (c.42 ha), at the head of the sloping shingle beach of 
Port na h-Eaglaise which provides a convenient boat-landing 
opposite the mouth of Loch Gruinart. The dedication is 
unknown, and the chapel is first mentioned in 1549 by 
Monro!, but on architectural grounds it may be ascribed to 
the first half of the 13th century. The ovoid enclosure within 
which it stands, however, may be of Early Christian date, and 
although Skene's identification of the island with Elena 
Insula, mentioned as the site of a monastery by Adomnan in 
his Life ofColumba, is speculative2 , the discovery ofa cross
fragment of probable 8th-century date strengthens the 
possibility ofa monastic origin (see p. 27) . 

Chapel and burial-ground, Nave Island, Islay (No. 383) 
A. aerial view from N 

B. general plan 
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Chapel and burial-ground, Nave Island, Islay (No. 383) 
A. detail of enclosure wall 

I v '10 20 30 40 5'0 

Some 45 m NE of the chapel the island is traversed by Sloc 
na Maoile, a perpendicular-sided gully about 6 m in average 
width, created by the erosion of a basalt dyke. An area of 
almost 2 ha is enclosed between this gully and a curving turf 
dyke which runs from the sw side of the chapel-enclosure to 
the head of a second gully on the NW shore. Within this large 
enclosure there are extensive remains of rig-cultivation. Nave 
Island, which along with the adjacent estate of Ardnave was 
a property of Iona Abbey until the Reformation, was 
described by Monro in 1549 as inhabited and cultivated, and 
18th-century estate-rentals refer to its agricultural value.3 A 
number of buildings at the N side of the burial-ground were 
probably associated with this agrarian activity, but some 
may belong to the final phase of occupation, towards the 
middle of the 19th century, when a group of kelp-burners 
erected a furnace with a chimney some 8· 5 m in height in the 
NE angle of the chapel, and are said to have ' laid waste the 
burial-ground· .4 

The site is sheltered on the w by rising ground, and 
225 although most of the burial-ground is level the enclosure

wall in the w sector takes the form of a revetment running just 
below the scarp. In this area the enclosure is subdivided by a 
wall, of uncertain age, at the foot of the slope. The original 
enclosure measured about 46 m from N to s by 34 m 
transversely, and its drystone wall is best preserved 

226A immediately SE of the chapel, where two courses of basalt 
blocks remain in the outer face and it has a maximum 
thickness of 2·6 m. South of the chapel the course of the wall 
cannot be traced for some 20 m, and it was interrupted by a 
rock outcrop whose N face is cut into by two probable 
quarry-pits. Above this outcrop, the wall can be traced from 

225B a point 18 m sw of the chapel (A on Fig.), running NW as a 
turf-covered mound about 2 m thick, with intermittent 
facing-stones. A turf dyke running SE from the same point 
towards the shore is probably of recent origin, and the dyke 
of the large enclosure described above also begins at this 
point. On the sloping ground in the w sector there are traces 
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B.plan 
C. chapel from sw 

of a structure (B) about 3 m square abutting the boundary
wall. In the NE sector the course of the wall is overlain by the 
remains of two subrectangular buildings (C, D). These, 
together with a similar building (E) and a larger and better
preserved one retaining two pairs of cruck-slots (F), both 
situated a few metres N of the enclosure, probably belong to 
the period of agrarian occupation described above. A 
building within the enclosure (G), which measures internally 
6 m from E to w by 4 m transversely, differs from the others in 
having square internal angles, and may be of earlier date. To 
the s of building G, and some 9 m NW of the chapel, there is a 
low rectangular platform (H), measuring about 3 m by 2·2 m, 
which is bounded by a kerb of basalt blocks and is covered 
with small stones including many white quartz pebbles. This 
platform may have marked a grave of special importance, or 
been a prayer-station of the type known in Ireland as a 
leacht. s 

The chapel is built of local basalt rubble, much of it 
quarried in oblong blocks and neatly coursed with small 
pinnings. The furnace in the NE angle has a rubble base, while 
its chimney was built of small and poorly fired bricks. The 
entire building was heavily repointed during the 19th
century period of industrial use, and it appears to have been 
roofed with slate at that time. It measures 6·75 m by 4·1 m 33(8) 

within walls 0·9 m thick, and was entered by a doorway, of 2268 

which only a few stones of the E jamb and part of the 
semicircular rear-arch survive, near the wend of the N wall. It 
was lit by a splayed N window, now blocked by the furnace, 
and by a two-light window at the E end of the s wall, which is 227 

an interesting version, in local materials, of a type commonly 
executed, at Kildalton (No. 367) and elsewhere, in freestone. 
The junction of the splays was formed by regular blocks of 
basalt set obliquely, and the sloped sill of the E light, the only 
one not filled by later blocking, was carefully shaped to 
receive the jambs of the daylight-opening. The arch-heads, 
which were formed by thin rubble slab-voussoirs, appear to 
have been semicircular but are now incomplete. Towards the 
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Chapel, Nave Island , Islay (No. 383) 
A. interior from NW 

B.swindow 

No. 383 
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s end of the E wall there is an aumbry, and above it a shelf 
formed by a thin slab which extends to the s wall, resembling 
a feature in a similar position on Eileach an Naoimh (p. 179). 

Outside the s wall of the chapel there was a rubble-built 
226B,C lean-to annexe some 3 m in internal width. When first built 

its wend was open, and it may have served as a cart-shed, but 
following the insertion of a w wall faced externally with brick, 
the only access was by an opening broken through the s wall 
of the chapel. Probably at the same time, the annexe was 
subdivided by a partition-wall which blocked an earlier 
window in its s wall. These alterations were probably made at 
the period when the furnace was built, while the original 
construction of the annexe may belong to the first phase of 
industrial activity, or to the last period of agrarian use of the 
site. 

With the exception of the cross-fragment described below, 
no carved stones are now identifiable in the burial-ground or 
reused as building-material, and the belief that the kelp
burners destroyed a number of late medieval effigies and 
graveslabs is probably based on a misapprehension. 6* 

Chapel and burial-ground, 
Nave Island, Islay (No. 383) 

A. cross-fragment (scale I: 15) 

CROSS. A fragment of the arm of a free-standing cross, 
probably of 8th-century date, was identified among the 
rough paving on the floor of the chapel during the present 
survey and is now in the Museum of Islay Life, Port 
Charlotte. Carved of local green schist and now heavily 
worn, it measures 0-46 m by o· 33 m by 38 mm in incomplete 
thickness. Like the nearby cross at Kilnave (No. 374), it had a 
broad flat margin, measuring in this case 70 mm, within 
which an ornamental motif was set on a background of 
knitted interlace. On the Nave Island fragment this motif was 
a lozenge within a rectangular panel whose spandrels contain 
ornament, possibly of foliaceous character, incorporating 
pellets. The measurement across the constriction of the arm, 
some 390 mm, was almost 100 mm greater than that of the 
Kilnave Cross, and the Nave Island carving may have been 
correspondingly higher than the latter. 

384 Chapel and Burial-ground, Nereabolls 1, Islay 
NR224548 May 1981 

The foundations of this medieval chapel stand unenclosed in 
a field close to the right bank of Abhuinn Ardnish, about 
50 m w of the s angle of the walled upper burial-ground. The 

33(P) building is of elongated rectangular plan measuring 13·9 m 
228B from E to w by 4· 7 m transversely within walls about 0·9 m in 

thickness . It is constructed oflocal random rubble masonry, 
and the visible stretches of walling preserve traces of lime 
mortar. The entrance-doorway probably occupied a position 
towards the wend of the s side-wall, and there is a mural 
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B. Chapel and burial-ground, Nereabolls I, Islay (No. 384); plan 

recess of indeterminate purpose further to the E in the same 
wall. The floor of the E end of the building is set slightly above 
the general level of the interior, probably as a result of later 
burials and field clearance, and the band of stony debris that 
demarcates the change in levels appears to have no structural 
significance. In the area immediately to the s and lying 
parallel to the chapel are the turf-covered vestiges of an 
oblong building, associated apparently with a low crescentic 
enclosing bank which consists mainly of field-clearance 
material. 

The chapel, which lay within the medieval parish of 
Ki1choman (No. 366), has no recorded history, but is locally 
believed to have been dedicated to St Columba. 1 The remains 
can probably be ascribed to the later Middle Ages, when the 
five merklands of Nereabolls belonged to the Augustinian 
abbey ofDerry. 2* 

The upper burial-ground, which in the late 19th century 
comprised two separate enclosures round knolls some 40 m 
apart, 3 is now fully enclosed. It contains a number of private 
burial-enclosures of 18th- and 19th-century date, and it is 
probable that the medieval stones now or formerly in this 
area (infra, numbers I, 3, 9, 11) were appropriated at that 
period. 

FUNERARY MONUMENTS AND CROSS 

Of the following medieval stones, numbers 2, 4-6 and 10 are 
inside the ruined chapel but not in the positions shown in 
Graham's plan,4 and numbers 7 and 8, recorded by Graham 
in the same area, could not be located at the date of visit. 
Numbers 3 and 9 remain in the upper burial-ground, while 
numbers 1 and 11, with a surface-flake from number 2, are 
now in the Museum ofIslay Life, Port Charlotte. The earliest 
identifiable post-Reformation monument in the upper 
burial-ground bears the date 1746. 

(1) Head and lower part of the shaft of a free-standing 
cross. The front is bordered by a single and the back by a 
double moulding. The upper fragment measures 0·66 m in 
height, the diameter of the disc being 0·46 m and the span of 
the arms 0·61 m; the left arm is noticeably narrower and taller 
than the other. The lower fragment measures I · 36 m in 
height, including a tapered O' 57 m butt. The shaft itself 
tapered from 0·28 m in width at ground level to 0·22 m at the 
neck, and the height of the cross when complete was 
probably about 2·7 m. The front of the cross-head bears the 
upper part of the figure of the Crucified Saviour, on a rood 
with roll-moulded margin whose upper arm terminates in 

229A,B 



C(2) 

B(l) 

triple leaves. He wears the Crown of Thorns, and His hair 
falls over the shoulders in tresses. At the foot of the shaft, 
within a foliated niche, there is the figure of a mitred abbot 
(?St Columba) or bishop in Eucharistic vestments, raising his 
right hand in benediction and holding in his left hand a 
crosier. Above the niche there survives part of a Lombardic 
inscription, which probably read: 

[HEC EST CRUX] / NIGE[LL] / 1 ODONI/ S 

'[This is the cross] of Ni all son of Aed'. 

The back of the cross-head bears foliaceous ornament 
plaited at the centre and linked to a plant-scroll which has 
filled most ofthe shaft. At the foot of the shaft the figure of a 
horseman, wearing a bascinet and long aketon and holding a 
lance, has been carved on the vertical axis. This cross was 
probably erected by a member of the local family of MacKay 
of the Rinns, several of whom bore the forename Aed (cr. No. 
387). (GAGM cast (shaft only) no. 187; Steer and 
Bannerman, Monumental Sculpture, inscription no. 46; 
Graham, Islay , p!.xix, nos. 62- 3; PSAS, 61 (1926-7), 151 
and fig. 10, no. 4). Iona school, 14th- 15th century. 

m c (2) Tapered slab bordered by a triple moulding, 1·84 m by 
O· 51 m. It is not broken through, as stated by Graham, but 
the surface of the lower half is preserved separately as a 
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E(6) 

Chapel and burial-ground, Nereabolls I , Islay (No. 384) 
A, B. cross, front and back F. graveslab, detail 
C-E. graveslabs 

detached flake, while the upper part is much worn. At the top 
there is a foliated cross, followed by a central sword with 
lobated pommel and inclined quillons slightly expanded at 
the terminals. At each side of the hilt is a panel for an 
inscription, but no letters are now visible. The sword-blade is 
flanked by plant-scrolls, that on the right terminating in a 
leonine creature and the other in a griffin. (Graham, Islay, 
p!. xxi, no. 72). Iona school, 14th-15th century. 

(3) Tapered slab bordered by a triple moulding, 1·66 m by 
0·47 m; the top left corner is damaged and the foot much 
worn. The decoration of this slab closely resembles that of 
number 2. (Graham, Islay , p. 67, no. 65). Iona school, 14th-
15th century. 

(4) Tapered slab bordered by a triple moulding, 1·84 m by 
0·54m. At the top there is a foliated cross, followed by a 
central sword resembling that on number 2, flanked by plant
stems. Ionaschool,14th-1 5th century. 

(5) Tapered slab bordered by a triple moulding, 1·86 m by 2290 

0·49 m; the bottom left corner is missing. At the tQP there is a 
foliated cross with plaited centre, linked to plant-stems 
flanking a sword similar to that on number 2. The plant-stem 
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at the right is of undulating type while the other has a central 
stem flanked by pairs of leaves (cf. No. 366, 4). At the foot 
there is a rectangular panel, perhaps intended for an 
inscription. (NMAS cast; Graham, Islay, pI. xxii, no. 73). 
Iona school, 14th- 15th century. 

229E (6) Tapered slab bordered by a triple moulding, 1·76 m by 
0·47 m. At the top there is a foliated cross, followed by a 
cusped niche containing the figure of a priest in Eucharistic 
vestments, his hands joined in prayer. The ornament of the 
chasuble is almost completely obliterated, but the amice 

229F bears an incised grid-pattern. To the left of the niche are a 
chalice and a strip of interlace and to the right a blank panel, 
probably intended for an inscription. The lower part of the 
slab is occupied by three animals whose tails are linked to 
plant-stems. (Graham, Islay, pI. xx, no. 69). Iona school, 
14th- 15th century. 

(7) Tapered slab bordered by a triple moulding, about 
1·62 m by o· 36 m. At the top there is a foliated cross, followed 
by a central stem from which pairs of oak-leaves branch out. 
The leaves, which closely resemble those on the slab of Prior 
MacGillescoil at Iona, may refer to the association of 
Nereabolls with the monastery of Derry (supra) whose name 
is derived from the Old Irish Daire (modern Doire) (oak
wood).5* (Graham, Islay, pI. xx, no . 70). Probably Iona 
school, 14th-early 16th century. 

(8) Tapered slab bordered by a double moulding, about 
1·90 m by O' 51 m. At the top there is a galley with sail furled 
and pennons flying at stem and stern, the pole of the latter 
being surmounted by a shield. There is a helmeted figure 
forward of the mast, and a smaller figure climbs the rigging. 
Below the galley there is a central sword resembling that on 
number 2, and to the left of the sword-hilt is a leonine beast 
attacked by a ?dragon from whose tail issues a plant-scroll 
which changes at the bottom to interlace. To the right of the 
hilt are two confronted animals with foliated tails, followed 
by an inscribed panel, a hare and hound, and a strip of 
interlace. At the foot of the slab two hounds pursue a stag. 
The inscription, which has been in three lines of Lombardic 
capitals, is illegible on the cast except for the first line, which 
reads: 

HIC IACET [?TJERL/[?ETUSJ .. . 
'Here lies ?Tearlach . . . ' 

(GAGM cast, no. 188; Graham, Islay, pI. xxi, no. 71). 
Kintyre school, 15 th century. 

(9) Tapered slab, bordered by a double roll-moulding, 
1·86 m by 0·46 m. The only decoration now visible is a sword 
with lobated pommel and inclined quillons on the right side 
of the slab. (Graham, Islay, p. 67, no. 64). 14th-15th century. 

(10) Tapered slab bordered by a roll-moulding, 1·87 m by 
0·40 m; much worn. At the top there is a foliated cross, 
followed by a sword resembling that on number 2, flanked by 
plant-scrolls which on the right issue from the tail of a griffin . 
At the foot there is an inverted galley with furled sail and a 
figure in the stern. 14th- 15th century. 

(11) Lower part of a tapered slab, 0'54m long, bearing a 
circular pattern of sixteen rays separated by grooves, the end 
of each ray being defined by a triangular notch. This motif 

186A may be derived from the circular foliated patterns found in 
20/8 the work of the Iona and Oronsay schools (cf. Figs.), and the 
2508 slab was probably produced locally in the 16th century. 

(Graham, Islay , p. 67, no. 67). 
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385 Chapel and Burial-ground, NereaboUs 2, Islay 
NR227553 September 1975 

This site lies about 300 m NE of Nereabolls farmhouse and 
500 m NNE of the chapel and burial-ground No. 384. The 
chapel is now represented by the turf-grown footings of a 
rectangular building measuring about 4·4 m from E to w by 
2· 7 m transversely within walls some O· 7 m in thickness and 
up to I m in height. The entrance appears to have been 
situated in the w wall. The burial-ground measures about 
15 m by 11 m within a drystone dyke which is best preserved 
on the sand E sides; the entrance probably lay close to the sw 
corner. There are no identifiable gravestones. Adjacent to 
the burial-ground, and partially overlying the dyke along its 
w side, there is a small circular enclosure apparently of later 
date. 

386 Oronsay Priory 
NR349889 June 1977 

The ruins of this Augustinian priory are situated towards the 
wend of the tidal island of Oronsay, some 280 m NE of the 
narrow sea-inlet of Port na Luinge. The craggy slopes of 
Beinn Oronsay, rising to the NE of the priory, provide a 
natural water-supply which in medieval and modern times 
made this the principal area of habitation on the island. 
Oronsay House, an altered and extended tacksman's house 
of late 18th-century origin, stands about 25 m sw of the 
priory church, and 19th-century farm-buildings occupy the 
area immediately to the w. The monastic buildings are 
enclosed by a 19th-century drystone dyke which 
circumscribes a roughly circular area to the E and s of the 
church; the line of the boundary-wall corresponds with that 
shown on a plan of 1910, but photographs, taken mainly 
between 1861 and 1872, show it enclosing a smaller area on 
the sw and NE.! The foundations of two roughly parallel walls 
run southwards from the s wall of the priory church across 
the associated burial-ground, but these do not relate to the 
earlier alignment of the boundary-wall, and illustrations 
made in 1772 show no traces of enclosure-walls of any kind at 
that date. 2 At least one cist-burial has been recorded from the 
area occupied by the later farmstead. 3 

SUMMARY 

The earliest identifiable work is in the E range, parts of which 
can probably be ascribed to the period of the foundation of 
the priory by John I, Lord of the Isles, some time between 
1325 and 1353. The precise extent of this original work is 
uncertain, but the surviving evidence seems to indicate an E 
range with a bicameral or unicameral chapel set out on the N 
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Oronsay Priory (No. 386); ground-plan 

side ofthe cloister in accordance with usual practice. The rest 
of the claustrallayout, incorporating a screen-wall to the W,4 

formed a subsequent stage in this first scheme. The original 
cloister-arcade, of which only the s portion survives, 
consisted of simple round-headed openings. The 'Prior's 
Chapel', which abuts the E end of the N range, and the two
storeyed 'Prior's House', which stands detached at the NE 

corner of the site, probably also belong to this phase of 

232 

tdacDuffie A isle 

building, the latter originally being linked to the E range and 
serving partly as a reredorter. 

The construction of the existing unaisled church on the s 
side of the cloister, possibly incorporating part of an earlier s 
range, marks a second and revised phase of building. This 
work can be ascribed to the late 14th or early 15th century, 
while the sanctuary was extensively remodelled in the late 
15th century. Other significant modifications made to the 
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Oronsay Priory (No. 386); view from sw 

church in the late 15th or early 16th century included the 
addition, on the s side of the choir, of a lateral chapel known 
as the MacDuffie Aisle, and the commencement of a thick
walled and buttressed w annexe which may have been 
intended as the lower stage of a tower. The Oronsay Cross 
(No. 386, 32), which was probably erected shortly before 
1500, stands on its original pedestal 4m w of the church, 
while in modern times fragments of two other later medieval 
crosses have been mounted on a rocky knoll on the NE side of 
the priory. 

Three sides of the cloister-arcade were reconstructed with 
triangular-headed openings in the early 16th century by the 
mason Mael-Sechlainn 6 Cuinn. He is named on one of two 
inscribed pier-slabs incorporated in the existing w arcade, 
which dates from a restoration of 1883. During the first half 
of the 16th century the 'Prior's Chapel' was extended almost 
4 m to the E, and the 'Prior's House' shows evidence of 
alteration at the same period. 

There is no evidence of continued domestic or 
ecclesiastical use) of the site, except for burials, in the 
immediate post-~eformation period, and by the 1620s the 
church had already reached a partly ruinous condition. The 
earliest illustrations of the priory, which date from 1772 and 
1775, show three sides of the cloister-arcade still intact and 
the E range as a fairly complete masonry shell. In the late 18th 
or early 19th century the s half of this range was subdivided 
to serve as a McNeill of Colons ay burial-place, and a burial
aisle was added to the E wall in about the middle of the 19th 
century. Further dilapidation occured in the later 19th 
century but effective works of repair commenced with the 
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restoration of the E wall of the church and the w cloister
arcade in 1883. The 'Prior's House', which had been re roofed 
some time after 1772, was further restored in 1927 to house 
the numerous effigies and graveslabs that had previously lain 
about the priory.s 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The walls of the priory are constructed of lime-mortared 
random rubble masonry comprising rounded split boulders 
and slab pinnings extracted from local greywackes and 
mudstones. The earliest work and some later repairs are 
characterised by the use of crude blocks or slaty, thin-bedded 
slabs in place of freestone dressings for quoins, rybats and 
voussoirs. The employment of thin slab-voussoirs is 
especially noticeable in the large pointed arch at the N end of 244C 

the E range, in the original cloister-arcade and in the 16th- 24/B 

century tomb-recess in the MacDuffie Aisle. Much of the 239B 

walling bears traces of rendering and there is some evidence 
of internal plasterwork. Dressed stonework is confined 
mainly to the church, but fragments also survive in the E 

range, the 'Prior's House' and the cloister-arcade. The 
freestone mainly consists of a medium- to coarse-grained 
sandstone of a mottled colour, varying from green to pink 
and buff. Even within single window-embrasures the 
sandstones exhibit considerable variations in colour and 
texture, possibly reflecting different quarry-sources. The 
predominant stone has been provisionally identified as 
Lower Old Red Sandstone, possibly from Arran, but some 



may be of Carboniferous age from Arran, Kintyre or Ulster. 
During some of the building-works undertaken around 1500 
use was also made of dressed slabs of chlorite-schist, similar 
to that employed for contemporary monumental sculpture. 7 

As a building-medium at Oronsay the chlorite-schist found 
242 its most remarkable expression in the 16th-century piers and 

gable-headed slabs of the w cloister-arcade, but it can be seen 
throughout the priory, most notably in the curved hood-

236A mould with carved stops over the sw doorway of the church 
2458 and in a former doorway-lintel, incorporating a grotesque 

mask, in the 'Prior's House' . 
CHURCH. The priory church is of elongated rectangular 

232·3 plan measuring 18·1 m by 5·35 m in width within walls 0·8 m 
in average thickness. It contains an aisleless choir and nave to 
which a w annexe, possible intended as the base of a tower, 
has been added. This annexe measures about 4·6 m square 
internally within buttressed walls about 1·1 m in thickness, 
and the church thus achieves an overall length of25·5 m. The 
s chapel, or MacDuffie Aisle, measures 6 m by 3 m internally 
within walls about 0·8 m in thickness, and on the N side of the 
sanctuary there is a recessed area, 4-4 m in width from E to w 
and 1·5 m in depth, possibly a sacristy. The partly-restored E 

gable-wall of the church rises to its full height of9 m, and the 
side-walls have been consolidated at about their original 
height of 5 m; the walls of the w annexe stand to a height of 
just over 4 m. 

The E end of the church was lit principally by a large arch-
2358 pointed three-light window in the E gable-wall; it 
238A incorporates simple Y-branched tracery and a chamfered 

239D(A) and rebated external surround, and can probably be ascribed 
to the later 15th century. Its hood-mould has much
weathered carved stops, and above the outer rubble arch 
there is a block of sandstone showing traces of figure-carving 
in relief. The window and much of the surrounding masonry 
has evidently been reconstructed on more than one occasions 
above the level of a sill-course of chlorite-schist; this sill-
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A 

Oronsay Priory (No. 386) B 

A. view from s 
B. exterior OfE gable of church 

course itself incorporates the mitred base of at least one other 
window, possibly part of a window-surround displaced by 
the insertion of a screen-wall on the NE side of the sanctuary. 
A small shaft-finial, formerly a cross, is placed on the 
restored gable apex; the NE cope has been foreshortened and 
a slab-lined weeper now drains the broad valley-gutter 
between the gable-walls of the church and the earlier E range. 
A mortared foundation-course of uncertain purpose stands 
against the N side of the E gable-wall . On the s side the wall 
extends to form a suhstantial buttress with dressed quoins, a 
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A 

splayed s-facing plinth and a pair of bevelled sandstone drip
courses. 

The insertion of an enlarged E window in the later 15th 
century probably compensated for the loss of lighting 
incurred by the erection of a stone screen on the N side of the 
sanctuary and of the MacDuffie Aisle on the s. The 
easternmost window in the s wall was widened and lintelIed 
probably at about the same time, but still preserves its 
original chamfered jambs complete with the remains of a 
carved mask on the inner splay of the lowest rybat of the E 

jamb. An original window further to the w was converted 
237A ,B into a first-floor doorway, subsequently blocked, giving 

access into the lean-to roof-space of the MacDuffie Aisle; the 
triangular door-head was formed by inclined slabs of 
chlorite-schist. Much of the E ingo of the original window
embrasure remains in situ while the rest of the dressed 
stonework went towards the construction of the windows 
and ground-floor doorway into the aisle. Thus, the two 

235A reconstituted windows in the s wall of the aisle incorporate 
chamfered rybats in reuse, the E opening being Iintelled while 
that to the w has a trefoil-cusped head from one of the 
original openings in the main s wall. The w window also has a 
crude slab hood-mould stepped down on each side of the 
opening. The upper floor of the chapel was formerly lit by a 

236C small slit-window in the wend-wall whose ogival-headed 
surround was cut from a single stone. The narrow window in 

236B the s wall of the church immediately w of the MacDuffie Aisle 
is one of the very few openings that has retained its original 
form. It has a rounded and trefoil-cusped monolithic head, 
and within the segmental-arched embrasure the inner splay 
of the middle rybat on the E jamb also incorporates the 
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vestiges of a grotesque mask carved in relief. The two
storeyed fenestration to the w, which is clearly shown in 18th
century views, reflects the former existence of a loft or gallery 
in this position. The ground-floor opening immediately 

2360 beneath the window at the upper level bears traces of a nail
head or stud-like ornament around the chamfered head, 
whilst the westernmost window has a crude slab hood-mould 
stepped around its monolithic head. An indistinct patch of 
masonry between these two windows marks the position of a 

2378 former s entrance-doorway of which the inner E face is still 
visible to a height of almost 2 m and shares at least one 
common rybat with the adjacent window-embrasure. 

The sw angle of the nave is clasped by a buttress which 
forms part of the w extension. The buttress is now reduced 
mainly to its rubble core, but it retains at least one sandstone 
drip-course and at the base there is a splayed and mitred 
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plinth which returns along the s wall of the annexe. About 
I m to the w of the buttress the upper course of the plinth 236E 

bears what appears to be a grotesque devil-mask carved in 
bold relief. The sw doorway-opening, which was equipped 236A 

with a draw-bar, has an arch-pointed and chamfered external 
surround and a schist hood-mould with carved terminals. 239D(D.F) 

There are the remains of an ashlar-faced buttress flanking the 
entrance and lying flush with the wend-wall; the bead-
moulded E arris is carved with a ball beneath a bevelled drip- 239D(C) 

course. A blocked-up slit-window in the wend-wall retains 
traces of indeterminate relief-carving on the N jamb. 9. 

Within the church a low stone kerb 4· 7 m from the E wall 
probably represents the sanctuary step, and an 0·4 m-square 
shallow socket in the s wall 1·15 m above the step probably 
marks the position of an associated timber screen, but there 
is no corresponding evidence in the N wall . Slightly further to 
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the E, and over 2 m above floor level, there is a roughly 
corresponding pair of opposed slab-lined sockets which may 
have housed a lighter screen or Lenten veil. 

The high altar is placed 0·8 m in front of the E end-wall. It 
stands to a height of just over I m, and the mensa measures 
2· 55 m by 0·95 m over all. The altar is faced with coursed 
blocks of sandstone, splayed at the base, where they are set 
on a flat rubble plinth. It contains a large aumbrylo* with 
splayed interior entered from the E, one of the stones within 
the aumbry being a chamfered rybat in reuse. The altar-table 
itself consists of a large schistose slab, partly wrought with a 
cavetto-moulded cornice, and two smaller slabs to the N. The 
larger slab bears five incised equal-armed crosses, one in the 
centre and one in each corner, except at the broken NE corner 
where a new cross has been incised closer to the centre. The 
altar was probably built in the late 15th century when the E 

end of the church was remodelled, but it appears to have been 
partially reassembled, possibly about the time of the visit of 
FranCiscan missionaries in 1624 (infra). In the SE angle of the 
sanctuary and set within the large external buttress there is a 
capacious L-shaped aumbry with a partly corbelled slab
stone roof. 

On the N side of the sanctuary there is a pointed arch 2-4 m 
in width which partly screens a narrow slab-roofed area, 
probably a sacristy. The front and rear of the arch are made 
up of plain square-arrised sandstone voussoirs; the responds . 
are stop-chamfered at the head and base, and the capitals are 
bevelled slabs of chlorite-schist. There is an aumbry on the 
inner face of the w respond, and on the E side the associated 
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screen-wall partly blocks an earlier window-embrasure in the 
E end-wall. Just to the S of this later screen-wall and about 
O· 5 m below this embrasure there is a mural slot and corbel 
about 1·5 m above ground level, possibly a relic of an earlier 
timber screen in this area. A group of corbels and associated 
slots at the wend of the nave supported the floor of a gallery 
at a height of about 3 m. The front of the gallery was 237A,8 

probably carried on intermediate posts; it extended at least 
3 m and possibly as much as 6 m into the body of the church, 
the outer limits being suggested by the positions of the high-
level window and the original s doorway. Foundations in the 
sw angle of the nave may mark the position ofa stair. Groups 
of mural slots of lesser dimensions occur within the central 
part of the church and may represent a later floor giving 
access to the loft of the MacDuffie Aisle. 

The w doorway dates from a late medieval phase of 
remodelling and was possibly converted from an earlier 
window. Towards the centre of the main N side-wan there are 
vestiges of a blocked-up doorway which may precede and be 
unrelated to the layout of the church. What later became the 
processional door to the cloister stands further towards the w 
end and has itself apparently been repaired with thin slaty 
rybats. 

The interior of the MacDuffie Aisle contains an aumbry at 2398 

the N end of the E wan, doubtless associated with a former 
altar. In the N wall, inserted into the original s wan of the 
church, is a round-arched tomb-recess constructed of thin, 
closely-packed voussoirs; the opening is heavily plastered 
internally and the tomb-chest itself is now occupied by a 
large flat slab. ll • On the outer w arris of the w window
embrasure there is a vertically-placed socketed sandstone mc 
block, possibly a cross-base in reuse. The position of the 
upper floor of the chapel is indicated by scarcements in the 
end-walls, and three corbels built into the wall of the church 
supported a runner for the lean-to roof-structure. 

In the w annexe the outer face of the w doorway into the 
nave is flanked on each side by what appear to be the repaired 
remains of a slab-sided altar-base about 0·5 m high. The 
upper floor is indicated by a series of slab-corbels to carry the 
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Oronsay Priory (No. 386); cloister 
A. view from NW, c. 1883 
B. view from sw 
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runner-beams and joists, and a corbel at intermediate height 
in the E wall probably reflects the position of a landing for a 
stair or ladder. 

CLOISTER AND CONVENTUAL BUILDINGS 

The Cloister. The cloister-garth is about 6· 5 m square 
within arcade-walls some 2·1 m in width; the lengths of the 
sides of the cloister-court vary between 12·1 m on the E and 
12·7 m on the N , The outer wall that runs around the sand w 
and part of the Nand E ranges still preserves a series of corbels 
and continuous lengths of water-tabling associated with the 
lean-to roof that covered the cloister-walk. The corbels, 
which are spaced at about 2 m centres, carried a runner-beam 
some 3·85 m above ground level. 

The cloister-arcade has two main upstanding portions, the 
sand w ranges, which stand on a plinth to a maximum height 240 

of 2·2 m. All four angle-piers also survive; they are 
substantial rubble-built structures of L-shaped plan bevelled 
at the outer corners. The original s arcade consists of five 2418 

round-headed arches ofO' 58 m span set on intermediate piers 
0·51 m in width, arches and piers throughout being of 
heavily-rendered thin slabs. t2* The other three arcades were 
reconstructed with gable-headed openings of chlorite-schist 
in the early 16th century, and were still reasonably complete 
when seen by Martin at the end of the 17th century. Mostof 
the N arcade had, however, disappeared by the time of 
Pennant's visit in 1772, and a survey published in 1880-1 241A 
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reported that all three sides were 'now gone' . 13 The existing 
seven-bay w arcade is a reconstruction carried out using 240A 

original fragments in 1883,14* and other loose fragments still 
lie on the N plinth-wall. The arcade consists of monolithic 
piers about 0·9 m in height, morticed at top and bottom into 
slab-capitals and slab-bases. Each 'arch' incorporates a pair 
of inclined slabs butt-jointed at the head and has solid rubble 
spandrels. The piers are wrought with stopped hollow 
chamfers on the arrises; the arch-slabs are also hollow
chamfered whilst the capitals and bases usually have plain 
chamfers on their lower and upper surfaces. 

Two pier-slabs bearing black-letter inscriptions, which 
were seen in situ by Martin and Pennant, were incorporated 
in the centre of the reconstructed w arcade in 1883. Their 
dimensions are the same as those of the other slabs, but their 
edges are more elaborately moulded. One bears the small 242B 

figure of an Augustinian canon standing within a double
moulded frame; his head may have rested on a pillow, but the 
upper portion of the figure has been obliterated by a hollow 
formed by reuse of the slab as a pivot-stone. The first five 
lines of the inscription are carved above the figure and the 
remaining two, followed by a row of five rosettes, below 
it: 15* 

CELESTIN/ US CANON/ ICUS GU/ BERNAT/ OR / HUIUS / OPERIS 

'Canon Celestinus, director of this work'. 

The inscription on the second slab begins with a cross-pattee 242C 

and at the end of the final line is an L-shaped object, evidently 
a mason's square. At the foot of the slab are carved two 



Oronsay Priory (No. 386); interior of?E range from s, 1772 

beasts set back-to-back with their tails conjoined in a leaf and 
their necks enclosed by a double collar gripped by a human 
hand. The inscription is as follows:) 6 

+ MA/ELSEAC/HLA(I)ND / SAER O/CUIND / 

FECIT I/STUD O/PUS 

'Mael-Sechlainn 6 Cuinn, mason (Irish, saer), made this 
work'. 

Mael-Sechlainn 6 Cuinn was probably the sculptor, trained 
in the Iona school, who carved the Oronsay Cross (infra, 
number 32) shortly before 1500. Since these inscriptions are 
in black-letter, the remodelling of the cloister was probably 
carried out soon after that date, with Canon Celestinus as its 
administrative controller. 

The East Range. The ruins of this range stand to an 
231-3 original height of about 7·2 m at the apex of the s gable-wall, 
mc and at the s end of the building there is evidence of two main 
244C storeys and a loft in the former roof-space. Within walls 

243 0·8 m in average thickness the building measures about 4·6 m 
in width and some 10· 5 m in length to the foundations of the 
N gable-wall, which collapsed in 1883.)7* The surviving 
remains of this gable show that it was doubled in thickness 
during the medieval period, probably in order to 
accommodate the fireplaces shown in early photographs, 
and it may have been merely an internal cross-wall in the 
earliest phase, when the range probably extended as far as 
what became the N wall of the N range. The layout of the 
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interior in the succeeding phase is by no means obvious, but 
another integral cross-wall, 5·8 m N of the s gable-wall, 
probably subdivided the ground floor almost equally 
between a chapter-house to the s and a common house or 
warming-house to the N. Fragments of weathered sandstone, 
possibly once carved, form the lowest rybats of a much
rebuilt doorway in the w side-wall and are probably vestiges 
of the original chapter-house door-surround. The upper 
floor was almost certainly the dorter, and in the s gable-wall 
there is a blocked-up first-floor doorway reached 
presumably by a timber stair from the N side of the sanctuary. 
Ground and first floors were lit by slit-windows, and one 
high-level window in the w side-wall still preserves its dressed 
and chamfered external surround. 

At some time probably in the late 18th or early 19th 
century the s half of the building was further subdivided to 
serve as a McNeill of Colonsay burial-place, and two 
monuments placed against the w wall commemorate various 
members of this family who died in or prior to 1850. Shortly 
after this date a burial-aisle was added to the E wall. It is an 23IA 

open gable-ended structure with sandstone dressings and an 2338 

arch-pointed doorway in the E gable-wall; above this opening 
there is the crest of the McNeills of Colonsay carved in relief 
above a blank shield. The aisle contains monuments to 
Major-General Sir John Carstairs McNeill who died in 1904, 
and to Margaret Ferooza McNeill who died in 1871, the 
latter monument having been erected by her children in 1891. 
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The 'Prior's Chapel'. The remains of this chapel form a 
projecting and slightly angled limb abutting the E end-wall of 
the N range. This primary wall incorporates a 2 m-wide 

237C pointed archway constructed of thin slab-voussoirs and later 
2448 partly blocked to form a lintelled w doorway to the chapel. 

There is a blocked-up window-embrasure in this wall where 
it is abutted by the s side-wall of the chapel, and a first
floor doorway with drawbar-slot, which formerly 
intercommunicated with the N range, provides evidence of at 
least a partial loft or gallery over the wend of the chapel, for 
which some of the flooring corbels still remain. As already 
indicated, the original intentions of the builders in this area 
are not clear, but the chapel incorporates evidence for two 
stages of building, having been extended eastwards by about 
3·8 m probably in the later pre-Reformation period. In its 

232 extended form it measures 9 m in length by 4 m in width 
244A within side-walls 0·65 m thick. The side-walls have been 

heightened and consolidated in modern times and the E 

gable-wall, which was still standing to its full height in 1772, 
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has been repaired to a similar level. The sanctuary of the 
extended chapel is demarcated by a stone kerb, and bedrock 
is visible around the surviving foundations of the altar. The E 

end was lit by a pair of opposed slit-windows in the side
walls, and there is a blocked-up opening of the same type in 
the E wall. Beneath an aumbry at· the E end of the s side-wall 
there is a fragment of a piscina. Opposed windows in the 
centre of the chapel probably survive from the earliest 
fenestration, disposed in a similar manner to those at the 
later E end, and there is a low rubble platform, possibly a 
pulpit-stance, in front of the N side-wall. There are later 
doorway-openings at the wend of both side-walls, and an 
aumbry in the N wall. 

The North Range. The ruins of the N range, fragmentary 
and in parts much rebuilt, stand about I m above the general 
level of the cloister and E range. At each end the walls survive 
to a height of two storeys and incorporates a number of slit
windows with splayed embrasures, several of which are 
blocked. The building measures 18 m by 5 m internally 
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within walls about } m in maximum thickness. The 
foundations of two cross-walls subdivide the ground floor 
into three compartments of unequal size, and in the NE corner 
of the w unit there are vestiges ofa fireplace serving what was 
probably the priory kitchen. At the NE corner of the range at 
first-floor level there is an aumbry containing a square laver 
with a drain-outlet. This is placed close to the high-level 

2448 doorway in the w gable of the 'Prior's Chapel', and confirms 
the likely function of the upper floor as a frater or refectory. 
The function of the E ground-floor compartment is not 
obvious, and limited clearance in the area adjacent to the 
archway into the 'Prior's Chapel' in }977 revealed two 
complete coffin-burials inserted through the medieval 
mortared floor in the post-Reformation period. ls* The N 
wall contains the blocked-up remains of a window and 
probable doorway which do not correspond with the link
building to the N (infra). 

The 'Prior's House ' and Reredorter. This building which 
has been restored to house a collection of carved stones, 
stands at the NE corner of the site close to the probable line of 
a former watercourse. It is a two-storeyed and gabled 

132 structure of oblong plan, measuring 9·8 m in internal length 
245A from E to w by 5 m transversely. There is a low-levellintelled 

inlet at the E end of the N side-wall, and a corresponding 
outlet is placed beneath obliquely angled walling at the send 
of the E wall, where there is also an associated slit-window 
and aumbry. At the sw corner there are the remains of a wall 
continuing the line of the w gable-wall and traversing the 
narrow gap between this building and the N range. This 
linking-wall is for the most part reduced to its foundations, 
but includes the sharp-arrised external surround and splayed 
embrasure of a slit-window. There is a fragment of a parallel 
wall 2·25 m to the E, and between these two walls there is an 
externally rebated doorway which has been later converted 
into a window. The slit-windows throughout the building 
have been repaired or modified, but the central s window still 
preserves an original monolithic rounded head and upper 
rybats of sandstone chamfered on the arris; there are also 
fragments of sandstone in reuse around the windows in the N 
wall . Internally, scarcements in the gable-walls mark the 

23JA position of the upper floor, and near the centre of the s side
wall there is a blocked-up embrasure, probably of a 
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doorway, spanned by a flat slab of chlorite-schist bearing a 
grotesque face-mask carved in bold relief. The opening 245B 
implies separate access to the first floor, but if this building 
was ever used for residential purposes it no longer preserves 
any remains of fireplaces. 

IODHLANN MH6R (The Big Stackyard'). This name has been 
applied to the flat-topped oval mound situated at NR350887, 2JIB 
just over 200 m s of the priory. The summit area measures 
27·5m from SE to NW by 22m transversely, and its sloping 
flanks rise to a maximum height of about 3·5 m. There are 
slight indications of walling in the SE sector, but limited 
excavation through the centre of the mound in }929 showed 
that it was largely of natural origin caused by sand
blowing. 19 

ARCHITECTURAL FRAGMENTS. A group of fragments housed 
in the 'Prior's House' includes the following: 

(I) A monolithic round-headed window-surround with a 
lightly chamfered opening which measures 0·32 m in 
maximum height by o·}} m in width. 

(2) An oblong block of red sandstone measuring O· 2 m by 
0·23 m and bearing a shallow O·} m-square socket on the 
upper surface, probably the base of a (?ridge-) finial. 

(3) Four fragments of hand quernstones, including one 
with a shaped eye and socket for a wooden holder. 

FUNERARY MONUMENTS AND CROSSES. 

The cross number 32 stands in its original base about 4m w 
of the wend of the priory church. The composite cross 
numbers 31 and 34 has been re-erected on a knoll 6 m E of the 
'Prior's Chapel' . The remaining medieval stones, which in 
the late 19th century were displayed in the church, are now 
housed in the 'Prior's House'. Martin Martin describes a slab 
bearing an inscription to Malcolm MacDuffie of Colonsay, 
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but it is uncertain whether this is one of the slabs whose 
inscription is now illegible, such as number IS, or the result of 
a misreading of the inscription commemorating Murchardus 
MacDuffie (number 17).20* The earliest of the post
Reformation monuments bears the date 1791 . 

In the following descriptions, the stones are classified as 
graveslabs, effigies (including the graveslabs with small 
effigial figures of the Oronsay school) and crosses. Within 
each class, monuments ofthe Iona school are described first, 
followed by products of the Loch Sween school, others of 
14th-or ISth-century date, and finally those of the Oronsay 
school. 

Graveslabs 
(I) Tapered slab, 2'Om by O'SSm, bordered by a row of 

nail-head ornament between an inner plain moulding and an 
edge-roll which is also carried down the vertical corners of 
the slab. At the top is a foliated cross, then a central single
hand sword with oval pommel and inclined quillons 
expanded at the ends. On each side of the hilt is a panel, that 
on the right retaining some traces of an inscription in 
Lombardic capitals, while the sword-blade is flanked by 
plant-scrolls issuing from the tails of animals. At the foot of 
the slab are a casket, ?comb and shears. (Loder, Colonsay, 
pI. xxxviii; Steer and Bannerman, Monumental Sculpture, 
pI. 4c), Iona school, 14th- 15th century. 

(2) Tapered slab, 1·36 m by 0-41 m, much worn at the 
ends. Within a double roll-moulding it bears at the top a 
foliated cross with plaited centre, and then a sword with 
lobated pommel, inclined quiIIons and a fuller extending for 
half the length of the blade, surrounded by plant-scrolls. 
(Loder, Colonsay, pI. xli). Iona school, 14th-15th century. 

(3) Tapered slab, 1·84 m by 0·46 m, bordered by a double 
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moulding. At the top there has been a three-line inscription in 
Lombardic capitals, now illegible, and then a single-hand 
sword having a round pommel with tang-button, straight 
qui lions, and a scabbard which ends in a chape. On each side 
of the hilt is an animal, while the blade is flanked by 
intertwined plant-stems. At the foot of the slab is a casket 
with well-defined mountings and a drop-handle. (Loder, 
Colonsay, pI. xli). Iona school, 14th-15th century. 

(4) Tapered slab with bevelled edges, 1·77m by O·44m, 
much worn. Apart from a pair of shears at the foot, the 
surface is covered with a foliaceous pattern based on two 
intertwined plant-stems and ending at the top in two opposed 
dragons' heads. Probably Iona school, 14th-15th century. 

(S) Tapered slab, 1·72 m by 0-41 m, much worn. It is 
bordered by two mouldings, the inner one being enriched by 
occasional attached triangles facing inwards. The foliaceous 
ornament that covers the slab resembles that on number 4, 
but at the top there has been a plaited ringed cross. Iona 
school, 14th-15th century. 

(6) Tapered slab, 1·64m by 0·41 m, bordered by a double 
moulding. At the top is an inscription in Lombardic capitals: 

HIC IACET CE/LESTINUS C(ANONICUS) 

'Here lies Canon Celestinus' . 

Below are two inverted and opposed animals, whose forelegs 
and tails are linked to an overall diaper of intertwined plant
stems. (Steer and Bannerman, Monumental Sculpture, 
inscription no. 31; Campbell, Highland Dress, pI. 32; Loder, 
Colonsay, pI. xliii, shows detail of foliage only). Iona school, 
14th-15th century. 

(7) Tapered slab, 1·80 m by O· S3 m, bordered by a double 
moulding and much worn. The general scheme has 
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resembled that of number 6, but the inscription on a label at 
the top is obliterated, the two opposed animals are placed 
normally, and at the foot are a casket and traces of shears. 
(Loder, Colonsay, pI. xlii, shows lower half only). Iona 
school. 14th-15th century. 

(8) Tapered slab, 1·84 m by 0-44 m, bordered by a double 
moulding. The top of the slab is much worn, but appears to 
have borne a circular plaited motif, linked to an overall 
pattern of intertwined plant-stems. At the foot there are 
shears and a casket. (Loder, Colonsay, pI. xlii, shows lower 
part only). Iona school, 14th- 15th century. 

(9) Tapered slab with bevelled edges, 1·45 m by O· 38 m. It 
is much worn, but the ornament has closely resembled that of 
number 8, and parts of the circular plaitwork at the top are 
distinct. Iona school, 14th- 15th century. 

(10) Tapered slab with bevelled edges, 1·74 m by 0-47 m, 
much worn. It is bordered by nail-head ornament between 
two plain mouldings, and there is a further row of nail-head 
on the bevel. The decoration has comprised an overall 
pattern of intertwined plant-stems, terminating at the top in 
two pairs of opposed beasts. (Loder, Colonsay, pI. xlii, shows 
detail offoliage only). Iona school, 14th- 15th century. 

(I I) Tapered slab, 1·85 m by 0·51 m, bordered by a double 
moulding. At the top is a circular pattern of loosely woven 
interlace surrounding a central disc, followed by a single
hand sword set in a scabbard which ends in a chape. The 
sword h~s a round pommel with long tang-button, inclined 
quillons expanded at the ends, and a short langet, and a 
sword-belt is draped round its upper part. Within the belt, to 
the right, there are a bird perched on a tightly plaited ring
knot and, below the quillon, a hound. On the left of the 
scabbard are another bird, a hound pursuing a deer, and a 
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?horse, while on the right are an otter with a salmon, another 
hound, and a length of interlace linked to the horse's tail. 
(Loder, Colonsay, pI. xxxviii; Steer and Bannerman, 
Monumental Sculpture, fig. 19.6 shows sword only) . Loch 
Sween school, 15 th century. 

(12) Tapered slab of sandstone with bevelled edges, 
1-43 m by 0·42 m. Most of the top edge has been broken off, 
and apart from a marginal roll-moulding there are no 
identifiable traces of decoration. Probably 14th-15th century. 

(13) Tapered slab, 1·94m by 0·51 m, much worn . It is 
bordered by an edge-roll and an inner bead-moulding, and at 
the top a panel containing four ring-knots conjoined in a 
saltire is enclosed on three sides by an additional roll
moulding. The remainder of the slab is occupied by a panel 
containing foliaceous ornament and animals and enclosed by 
a wide border which has borne an inscription in Lombardic 
capitals now indecipherable. 14th- 15th century. 

(14) Tapered slab, I· 71 m by 0·43 m, much worn in places. 247C 

It is bordered by two mouldings which are plaited at regular 
intervals. At the top is a circle containing interlace and then a 
claymore whose hilt is flanked by two panels which were left 
blank for an inscription but probably never carved. The 
blade of the claymore is flanked by plant-scrolls containing 
animals, and at bottom left a mermaid holding a ?comb and 
?spear and accompanied by a fish and two stars. At the foot 
of the slab is the hull of a galley. (Loder, Colonsay , pI. xl). 
Oronsay school, c.1500- 1560. 

(15) Tapered slab, 2·03 m by 0-47 m, much worn. The 247D 

edges are slightly bevelled and are ornamented with a row of 
nail-head, while the wide border has borne a black-letter 
inscriptIOn, now indecipherable. The decoration is 
exceptionally elaborate, comprising in descending order: (i) a 
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galley with spread sail and animal figure-head on the stern
post; (ii) a claymore with an armed man on horseback above 
the left quillon, a similar figure, on foot and carrying a battle
axe, above the right quillon, and on each side of the sword
blade a plant-scroll inhabited by animals; (iii) three stags at 
the left separated, by the tree-like stem from which the plant
scrolls above emerge, from a huntsman holding a brace of 
hounds;21* (iv) a circular foliaceous pattern with plaited 
centre, characteristic . of the Oronsay school. (Loder, 
Colonsay, pI. xl). Oronsay school, c. 1 500-1 560. 

(16) Tapered slab, 1·88m by 0'46m, bordered by a triple 
moulding. It is much worn, and all that can now be seen is 
traces of a galley at the top, and the hilt and blade of a central 
sword. Pennant's engraving shows that the galley had no sail 
and that the sword was a claymore with quatrefoil terminals, 
flanked to the left by an animal linked to a plant-stem 
incorporating holly-leaves, and to the right by deer and 
hounds, and by a leonine beast from whose tail issued a plant 
stem. In the lower left corner was an upright panel which 
probably originally bore an inscription. (Pennant, Tour 
(1772),1, pI. xx, no. 3). Oronsay school, c.l500-l560. 

248A (17) Tapered slab, 1·77 m by 0·49 m, which until the late 
19th century lay in the MacDuffie chapel on the s side of the 
choir. It is bordered by an edge-roll and bead-moulding and 
an inner bead-moulding forms a margin which terminates at 
each side about 0·2 m from the foot of the slab. This margin 
bears in relief the following black-letter inscription, which 
begins at the bottom right and continues across the top, the 
letters facing outwards: 

HIC IACET MURCHARDUS MACDUFIE DE CO[LLONSA 

QUI 08jm AN(N)O OO(MINI) MODOXXXOIXO 

ET MARI/ OTA NICILLEAIN ME FI(ERI FECIT) 

'Here lies Murchardus MacDuffie of Colonsay who died 
in the year of Our Lord 1539; and Mariota Mac Lean 
caused me to be made' . 

At the top of the slab is a stag, accompanied by two hinds and 
attacked by two hounds, while two other inactive or 
wounded hounds flank the hilt of the central claymore. This 
has quatrefoil terminals and a scabbard whose belt
attachment and chape are clearly indicated. Below the 
qui lions are, to the left a griffin and to the right a leonine 
beast, from whose tails issue plant-stems which to the right 
have long pointed leaves penetrated in places by the 
spiralling offshoots of the main stem. At the foot of the slab is 
a detailed representation of a galley with spread sail. 
Murchardus or Murchadh MacDuffie was chief of his clan, 
and the slab is one of the finest products of the Oronsay 
school. (Steer and Bannerman, Monumental Sculpture, 
inscription no. 35, p.68, pI. 26c, figs. 16.7 and 8 (details of 
foliage) and 19.9 (detail of sword); NMAS cast; Pennant, 
Tour (1772),1,235; Loder, Colonsay, pI. xxiv b). 

2488 (18) Tapered slab, 1·88 m by 0·49 m, asymmetrically 
pointed at the top; it is broken across, and a large surface
flake is missing from the centre. It is bordered by a triple 
moulding, and at the top there is a circular pattern of 
interlocking rings around a central rosette, intertwined with 
leaf-stems whose foliage fills the pediment. A central 
claymore is flanked by animals and plant-stems 
incorporating ?oak-Ieaves and holly-leaves. A panel in the 
lower right corner may have been intended for an inscription, 
but no letters are now visible (Steer and Bannerman, 
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Monumental Sculpture, fig . 16.2, shows details of plant-stem; 
Loder, Colonsay, pI. xliii a). Oronsay school, c.l500- 1560. 

(19) Tapered slab, 1·63 m by 0·43 m, pointed at the foot. U8C 

Within a triple moulding there is a square of diagonal 
fretwork at the top, followed by a black-letter inscription in 
relief: 

HIC IACET N/ELANUS CAL/ V(US) OONALDI 

'Here lies Nelanus Calvus (bald Niallan), son of Don aid' . 

Below is a central claymore with a rosette on the pommel and 
a horse and rider and a stag to left and right of the hilt. Below 
the qui lions are a griffin and another beast, whose tails are 
linked to plant-stems (Steer and Bannerman, Monumental 
Sculpture, pI. 26A and fig. 16.5 (detail of plant-stem) and 
16.10 (fretwork); Loder, Colonsay, pI. xliv a). Oronsay 
school, c.1500- 1560. 

(20) Tapered slab with bevelled edges, 1·37m by 0'40m, 249A 
bordered by a triple moulding. At the top is a label for a one-
line inscription, now obliterated, followed by a galley with 
billowing sail. In the spaces above the galley are a hammer 
and an anvil, and below it tongs, indicating that the person 
commemorated was a smith. The rest of the decoration 
comprises a central plant-scroll flanked by two rows of 
interlace with dragon-head terminals, which incorporate 
foliate motifs and are linked at the foot. (Loder, Colonsay, 
pI. xliv b). Oronsay school, c.l500- l 560. 

Effigies 
(21) Effigy of a man in armour on a base-slab measuring 2498 

1·92 m by 0·65 m, which is bordered by a roll-moulding 
except where the feet rest on a sloping ledge. The figure, in 
medium relief, wears a bascinet, an aventail or more 
probably a coif of mail, and a knee-length aketon. The 
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aketon has the usual pair of straps, triple-beaded and 
pelleted, at each elbow, and the sleeves end in a raised border, 
beyond which project the cuffs of an undergarment bearing 
remains of foliage decoration. No leg-defences are visible, 
but straps round the ankles and under the feet indicate spurs. 
Slung from a belt at the waist is a single-hand sword with 
diamond-shaped pommel and inclined quillons expanded at 
the ends, and the figure grips the sword with his left hand, 
while with the other he grasps the free end of the sword-belt. 

The head rests on a tlat rectangular pillow with tassels at 
the corners and also in the centres of the short sides; it was no 
doubt once inscribed, but no letters are now visible. In the 
spaces above the shoulders are, to the left, a winged figure, 
possibly with a halo, and to the right St Michael weighing 
souls in a balance similar to that shown on one of the capitals 
in the choir of Iona Abbey.22 (Loder, Colonsay, pI. xxiii a). 
Iona School, 14th-15th century. 

(22) Effigy of a man in armour on a tapered base-slab, 
2·08 m by 0·85 m, which is bevelled at the sides. The figure 
resembles number 21 in its armour and attitude, but is 
unusually rich in detail. On the pillow, which has tassels at 
the corners, two winged figures are shown in profile, that to 
the right holding a book and the other, evidently St Michael, 
standing on a dragon and wielding a sword. The conical 
bascinet is faceted 23 and has an applied border round the 
base and up the sides of the face-opening, while traces of a 
rectangular panel at the front may indicate a visor. While the 
straps at the elbows are undecorated, the cuffs of the 
undergarment are ornamented with plant-stems on a 
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.Iozenge-hatched background, and the left cuff is fastened 
with three buttons. The aketon itself has a raised band at the 
cuffs and a broader one, with oblique stitching, at the base of 
the skirt, while the front-opening of the skirt was fastened by 
buttons, of which three survive. The seams joining the quilted 
panels of the aketon are well shown at the sides of the skirt, 
but its underside is treated purely decoratively, with a series 249E 

of cusped arches and trefoil leaves. The sword appears to 
have had a lobated pommel, and the lower suspension belt is 
ornamented with two rosettes, while the tip of the scabbard 
rests on the back of a small leering devil with the 249F 

hindquarters of an animal, whose tail ends in a trefoil leaf. 
Traces of a plant-scroll remain on the base-slab between the 
legs, and a stag and two ?hounds are carved between the feet, 
on the ledge on which they rest. Flanking the feet are two 249D 

inverted figures wearing cloaks over long robes, who hold 
straps attached to the ankles of the effigy as if unbuckling his 
spurS. 24* Their heads rest on small pillows, and their free 
hands are raised, that of the figure to the left touching the 
head in an attitude of grief, and the other pointing upwards 
with extended forefinger. (Pennant, Tour (1772),1, pI. xx, I; 
SSS, 2, pI. Ix, 2; Loder Colonsay, pI. xxiii b; Steer and 
Bannerman, Monumental Sculpture, fig. 6, shows details of 
aketon and sword). Iona school, 14th- 15th century. 

(23) Tapered slab, 2·00 m by O' 52 m, bearing the low-relief 150A 

effigy of a priest in processional vestments. This slab 
formerly lay in the mural recess in the N wall of the 
MacDuffie chapel (supra, p.239), and is excellently 139 

preserved except at the lower left edge, which was exposed to 
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weathering. Within a flat margin, two lines of the following 
black-letter inscription are carved in relief at the top, and the 
remaining two lines at the foot of the slab: 

[HIC] IACET O(OMI)N(U)S DONALLDUS / MACOUFFIE 

PRIO[R (CON)]VEN/ TUALlS OE O[RR]ANSAY 

QUI / OBIIT AN(N)O MOL--

'Here lies Sir Donald MacDuffie, Conventual Prior of 
Oronsay, who died in the year 155-'. 

The final numeral of the date has been left uncarved, and the 
effigy was made probably a short time before the prior's 
death in 1554 or 1555. 

The figure's tonsured head rests on a pillow with tassels at 
the corners, but he is shown standing under an elaborate 
canopy having fluted side-shafts which terminate in ashlar
faced pinnacles whose pyramidal finials rise from crenellated 
turrets; the pinnacles flank three cusped round-headed 
arches with foliated gablets ending in similar finials, between 
which are carved the moon and sun. He wears a cassock, a 
close-pleated rochet or surplice with wide sleeves,25* and a 
cope fastened at the breast by a plaited band and bordered by 
a narrow orphrey ornamented with alternating lobed 
triangles. The material of the cope is shown as a series of 
diagonal strips, and at each shoulder is a large and elaborate 
rosette. 26* The prior raises his right hand in blessing, while in 
the other he holds a pastoral staff bearing on the knot two 
concentric circles and terminating in a beast's head from 
whose mouth curves the stalk of a five-petalled flower. The 
foot of the staff is pushed into the mouth of a small devil's 
head whose cable-moulded body forms a support for the 
prior's feet. (Steer and Bannerman, Monumental Sculpture, 
inscription no. 40, pp.69- 70 and pl. 270; Pennant, Tour 
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(1772), 1, pl. xx, 4; SSS, 2, pl.lx, I; Loder, Colonsay, 
pl. xxvi a). Oronsay school. 

(24) Tapered slab, 1·82 m by O· 50 m in maximum width at 250B 

the foot, bearing the low-relief effigy of an Augustinian 
canon in choir vestments. At the top a label bordered by 
bead-mouldings encloses a square panel containing a 
circular foliated pattern resembling that on number 15, with 
leaves in the spandrels. The label bears the following black-
letter inscription in relief: 

HIC IACET BRICIUS /CANONIC(US) MAC/ MURICH 

CUM / SUIS (CON )FRATRIBUS 

'Here lies Canon Bricius (Gilbride) MacMhuirich with his 
brethren'. 

The canon wears a cassock and surplice similar to those of 
Prior MacDuffie (supra, number 23) and a capacious 
monastic cloak whose hood is drawn up over his tonsured 
head; the hood and cloak are fastened by a single clasp at the 
throat, and the ends of the cloak are gathered up in his hands. 
Two angels each support a tasselled pillow with one hand, 
while with the other they hold a ?chalice above his head. The 
canon's feet rest on a grinning leonine beast whose bifurcated 
tail produces an elaborate spray of foliage. (Steer and 
Bannerman, Monumental Sculpture, inscription no. 36, p. 69 
and pl. 27c; Pennant, Tour (1772), 1, pl. xx, 2; Loder, 
Colonsay, pl. xxvi b), Oronsay school, probably c.l 540- 1 560. 

(25) Tapered slab, 1·84 m by O' 52 m, much worn. Within a 250C 

double moulding there is a marginal label which at the 
bottom and left sides has borne a black-letter inscription, 
now obliterated, while at the other sides it is decorated with 
paterae. At the top there is a square panel containing a 
circular foliated pattern similar to that on number 24 and 
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Oronsay Priory (No. 386); graveslabs 

then a blank label perhaps intended for an inscription, 
followed by two figures standing in an elaborate double 
canopy with the sun and moon above crocketed gablets. The 
two figures, evidently Augustinian canons, appear to wear 
vestments similar to those of Canon MacMhuirich (supra, 
number 24) and that at the right appears to gather up his 
cloak in the same manner, whereas the other reaches down to 
hold the skirts of his cloak together at the front. Below a 
second blank label there is a foliated cross, and at the foot a 
pair of beasts with intertwined limbs. (Pennant, Tour (1772), 
1, pI. xx, 5; Loder, Colonsay, pI. xxxix b). Oronsay school, 
c.1500- 1560. 

(26) Tapered slab, 1·95 m by O· 54 m, much worn . Within a 
half-roll moulding there is a circular foliated pattern similar 
to that on number 24, and then the first line ofa black-letter 
inscription of which only the opening words, HIC IACET ('Here 
lies .. .') are legible. This is followed by two small cloaked 
figures, presumably Augustinian canons, standing under an 
arcade of two complete and two incomplete cusped arches, 
and then by ?two more lines of the inscription. The hull of a 
galley is identifiable in the lower part of the slab, but the 
carving in this area has been almost entirely obliterated. 
(Steer and Bannerman, Monumental Sculpture, inscription 
no. 37; Loder, Colonsay, pI. xxxix a). Oronsay school, c.1500-
1560. 

(27) Tapered slab, 1·71 m by 0·42 m, bearing at the top the 
small figure of an Augustinian canon, who wears a ?cope and 
carries a book. The lower two-thirds of the slab bear a 
claymore, similar to that on number 17, and the scabbard is 
flanked by two beasts from whose tails spring plant-scrolls 
somewhat resembling those on the latter slab. The more 
accomplished execution of this part of the slab suggests that 
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the canon's figure was added to a partially-carved graveslab 
kept in stock at the workshop of the Oronsay school. Thus, 
to fit his feet round the pommel of the claymore, the canon is 
placed ofT-centre, and the lightly-incised canopy with cusped 
arch and pinnacles is flanked to the left by a strip of interlace. 
When the slab was completed, the marginal label round the 
lower half was slightly channelled between two bead
mouldings, while a black-letter inscription was carved round 
the top, beginning above the left quillon of the claymore: 

HIC IACET CANO(NI)CUS BRICIUS MACDUFFI E/ 

ET PATRICl US PATER / SUUS CANONIC(US) 

'Here lies Canon Bricius (Gilbride) MacDuffie, and 
Canon Patrick his father'. 

(Steer and Bannerman, Monumental Sculpture, inscription 
no. 39, pI. 26B and fig. 16.4 (shows detail of plant-stems); 
Loder, Colonsay, pI. xxxvii a). Oronsay school, c.1500- 1560. 

(28) Tapered slab, 1·83 m by O' 53 m, much worn. Within a 
marginal label which may formerly have borne an 
inscription, there is the half-length figure of a man wearing a 
bascinet, an aventail or coif of mail, and an aketon, and 
grasping with both hands a sword with straight quillons 
which is suspended from his waist-belt. His head rests on a 
tasselled pillow borne by angels and his feet on an animal 
whose limbs and tail are foliated. At the foot of the slab is a 
galley with spread sail. (Loder, Colonsay, pI. xxxvii b). 
Oronsayschool, c.1500- 1560. 

(29) Tapered slab, 1·90 m by 0·53 m, much worn. Traces 
of an illegible black-letter inscription are visible in the wide 
margin of the upper half of the slab, which contains the 
figures of two armed men under a double canopy with cusped 
arches, central pillar and pinnacle, and crocketed gablets. 
The men appear to wear the type of armour shown on 
number 28, and that to the left has a sword slung at his waist, 
while the other carries a battle-axe. In the lower half there are 
a rectangular panel, possibly of interlace, a galley with spread 
sail, and a foliated cross. (Loder, Colonsay, pI. xliii b). 
Oronsay school, c .1500- 1560. 

(30) Tapered slab, 1·83 m by 0·46 m, pointed at the base. It 
is broken across, and much worn in places. The upper half 
shows, within a continuous label bearing an inscription 
(infra), the figure of a laywoman standing below a triple 
canopy, with an angel at each side supporting the pillow on 
which her head rests. She wears a caul-like head-dress, a long 
robe with ample sleeves, and a cloak with a large circular 
fastening at the neck. In one hand is a book and in the other a 
rosary, while a pair of lap-dogs are nestling into her cloak. 
The margin of the lower half of the slab is ornamented with 
paterae and encloses, within a double niche, two more 
?female figures wearing robes fastened by waist-belts. One 
holds (or wears) a circular object, either a mirror or an 
annular brooch, and the other holds a rectangular object, 
probably a comb or casket rather than a book. At the foot of 
the slab is a galley with spread sail, surrounded by fish and 
other small creatures. The black-letter inscription begins at 
the top of the slab and reads: 

HIC IACET ... / ... [MAR]IOTA ALEX/ ANDR I 10 HA(NN)IS MACEAIN 

'Here lies . . . Mariota, daughter of Alexander, son of John 
MacIan' . 

The absence of any identifiable letters at the right side 
renders the meaning uncertain, but it is probable that the 
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lady commemorated was Mariota, wife of Malcolm 
MacDuffie of Colonsay, who purchased from a craftsman of 
the Oronsay school the graveslab of her brother John 
MacIan of Ardnamurchan (d. 1519) at Iona. (Steer and 
Bannerman, Monumental Sculpture, inscription no. 34 and 
pI. 26D). Oronsayschool, c.I500-I560. 

Crosses 
252A (31) Lower part of the shaft of a free-standing cross, 

which at some time before 1870 was joined to the head of 
23JA another cross (number 35) and set on a circular base of 

mortared rubble-masonry. 27* The fragment measures o· 79 m 
in height and O· 32 m in width by 0·08 m in thickness above a 
tenoned butt; the top few centimetres of surface-ornament 
shown in Stuart's drawing were cut back to facilitate the 
attachment of the new cross-head. It is carved on one face 
only with a double roll-moulding enclosing two intertwined 
plant-stems. (SSS, 2, pl.lxiii; Loder, Colonsay, pI. xxxi a; 
Steer and Bannerman, Monumental Sculpture, pI. 28A). Iona 
school, 14th-I 5th century. 

232 (32) THE ORONSAY CROSS. Free-standing cross fixed in its 
234 original socket-stone (infra) upon a three-tiered rubble-built 

pedestal 2·7 m square over all by 1·3 m in height. The cross is 
3·67 m in height and the shaft tapers from 0·52 m by 0·12 m at 
the base to O· 33 m by 0·10 m below the disc-head, which has a 
diameter of 0·69 m. The span is 1·02 m, and whereas the side
arms are straight-sided, the top arm tapers in width, and 
terminates above the edge-moulding in a small stepped finial. 

252B The w face is bordered by continuous nail-head ornament 
between two roll-mouldings, and is dominated by the figure 
of the Crucified Saviour, in unusually high relief, which fills 
the disc-head and the upper part of the shaft. The figure is 
suspended from a rood of cross-raguly type, the feet being 
crossed and the head slightly inclined towards the left. The 
spaces in the cross-head and arms are filled by interlace in 
varying patterns, while the lower part of the figure is flanked 
by plant-stems emerging from the series of five intertwined 
foliaceous roundels that occupies the greater part ofthe shaft 
and springs at the foot from the tails of a griffin and another 
beast. Below these creatures is a triquetra knot, and then an 
inscription and a panel of plaitwork containing interlocked 
circles. The inscription, in Lombardic capitals reads: 

+ HEC EST CR/UX COUNI F/IUI CRISTI/NI M(EIC)DUFACI 
'This is the cross ofColinus (Malcolm, Gille-Coluim), son 
ofCristinus MacDuffie'. 

253A The border of the E face comprises a bead-moulding between 
two roll-mouldings. At the foot of the shaft is a foliated cross, 
and then two opposed beasts whose tails are linked to 
intertwined plant-stems forming one incomplete and seven 
complete roundels. The cross-head is filled by a circular 
foliated pattern whose centre is plaited round a small pellet 
and incorporates a continuous ring, while straight stems with 
pairs of inturned leaves extend into the arms and the upper 
part of the shaft. 

mc The socket-stone measures 0·96 m by 0·92 m by 0·12 m in 
thickness, and its edges are bevelled. At the SE angle is a worn 
dial or 'mass-clock', comprising an incised 0·28 m circle 
divided by rays into twenty-four segments; two opposed 
rays, to Nand s, are marked by short transverse strokes. A 
fragment of the metal gnomon remains in situ at the bottom 
of the central socket. The following inscription in Lombardic 
capitals is carved at the foot of the w face of the cross: 
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Oronsay Priory (No. 386) 
A. cross-shaft (31) 

and cross-head (35) 
Oronsay Cross (32) 

B. w face 
C. socket-stone (scale 1 :30) 
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+ MAELSEACHL[AI]ND SAER/ [OCU IN]N FECIT IST[AM C]RUCE[M] 
'Mael-Sechlainn 6 Cuinn, mason, made this cross'. 

Colinus or Malcolm MacDuffie was chief of his clan in the 
last quarter of the 15th century, and Mael-Sechlainn 6 
Cuinn was a mason, trained in the Iona school, and probably 



Oronsay Priory (No. 386) 
A. Oronsay Cross (32). E face 
B. cross-shaft (33) 
C. cross-head (34) 
D. cross-base (36) (scale 1:30) 

A(32) D(36) 

identical with the man of the same name who rebuilt the 
cloister at Oronsay Priory soon after 1500 (p. 243). (Steer and 
Bannerman, Monumental Sculpture. inscription no. 32, 
pp. 35- 6 and pI. 13; Pennant, Tour (1772),2, pI. xix; SSS. 2, 
pIs. xxxviii- ix; Loder, Colonsay, pI. xxxii). Iona school, late 
15th century. 
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(33) Lower part of the shaft of a free-standing cross. It 253B 
measures I· 39 m in length including a 0·45 m tapered butt, 
and tapers in width from O· 27 m at the junction with the butt 
to 0·21 m. On the front, below an architectural canopy, is the 
figure of St Catherine of Alexandria, with long tresses 
emerging from beneath a crown. She wears a long robe with 
wide sleeves and holds in her left hand the wheel used for her 
attempted execution, and in her right hand a sword with 
ovoid pommel and straight quillons, the eventual instrument 
of her martyrdom. At her feet, pierced by the tip of her 
sword, crouches a crowned figure, evidently the emperor 
who ordered her execution. 28* (Steer and Bannerman, 
Monumental Sculpture. pI. 28B). Oronsay school. c.1500-
1560. 

(34) Fragment of a free-standing cross, probably broken 253C 

and abandoned before completion. It consists of the head 
minus the arms, the disc being about 0·34m in diameter, and 
the upper 0·08 m of the shaft. On one face of the disc is a well
preserved example of the circular foliated pattern used on 
number 24 and other slabs of the Oronsay school, while 
below this, on the shaft, are two letters of a black-letter 
inscription, the first possibly I and the second C with a 
contraction mark above it. On the other face are simply two 
incised guide-lines forming a margin round the disc. (Steer 
and Bannerman, Monumental Sculpture. fig. 16.9 and 
pI. 28c). Oronsayschool. c.1500- 1560. 

(35) Head of a free-standing cross, now joined to the 252A 
cross-shaft number 31 . The diameter of the disc is O· 34 m and 
the maximum span 0·46 m. The back is undecorated, and the 
front is dressed smooth except for traces of an incised 
marginal groove and a central round-headed cusped niche 
containing a bearded figure in low relief. He wears a 
voluminous robe which swirls across the lower part of his 
body, and the right hand is raised in blessing above a chalice, 
held in the other hand, from which a small creature emerges. 
This identifies the figure as St John the Evangelist, who was 
believed to have expelled venom in the shape of a dragon, 
from a poisoned chalice. 29* (Steer and Bannerman, 
Monumental Sculpture. pI. 28A; SSS. 2, pI.lxiii; Loder, 
Colonsay. pI. xxxi a). Probably Oronsay school. c.1 500- 1 560. 

(36) Socket-stone for a free-standing cross, 0·65 m by 253D 

0·53 m by 0·12 m in thickness. There is a well-formed socket 
measuring 0·28 m by O' 13 m, and the edges are slightly 
bevelled, but the stone is otherwise undecorated . Probably 
14th- early 16th century. 

HISTORICAL NOTE 

The priory of Oronsay was founded by John I, Lord of the 
Isles, evidently some tirr.e between 1325, the earliest possible 
date at which he assumed leadership of the Clan Donald, and 
1353, the date at which a prior of Oronsay first comes on 
record.30* The priory itself is first mentioned in 1382. 
According to late medieval sources it was a house of 
Augustinian canons, and the dedication was to St 
Columba.3l There is, however, no corroborative evidence of 
an earlier foundation by that saint as first alleged in the terse 
but somewhat conflated account by WaIter Bower.32 Nor is 
there evidence to support the belief held by some later 
commentators that the canons regular had been brought 
from Holyrood Abbey. It has been suggested that 'the 
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monastery of the Holy Cross' mentioned in some of the later 
and less well-authenticated sources may refer to Killeigh 
Priory, Co. Offaly;33 alternatively it may possibly refer to the 
Fratres Cruciferi, the Augustinians of the Holy Cross, who 
had a number of important priory-hospitals in Ireland. 34 

Apart from occasional references to priors and canons 
recorded in documentary sources and on the funerary 
monuments at Oronsay, little is known about the history of 
the priory, particularfy with regard to the size of its 
community, its income and its alleged rights of sanctuary. 35* 
Knowledge has sometimes been confused by the mistaken 
notion that there was also a monastic community on 
Colonsay. Donald MacDuffie was the last known 
conventual Prior of Oronsay; he resigned the title with life 
reservation of the fruits in 1553 and was dead by 1555. In 
1561 MaIcolm MacDuffie assumed the style of 
Commendator of Or on say . 36 

From later evidence it is known that the priory's 
endowment included lands and rights in Oronsay, Colonsay, 
Islay, Jura, Coli, Mull, Eileach an Naoimh and Seil 
(Kilbrandon), as well as on the mainland of Knapdale and 
Ardnamurchan. The former properties of the priory were 
united with others in 1616 to form a tenandry of Oronsay 
granted at that date to Andrew Knox, Bishop of the Isles. 37 
Oronsay and Garvard at the s end of Colonsay were 
subsequently absorbed into the barony of Balwill which was 
granted to Archibald, Lord Lorn, in 1630 and descended 
with the earldom of Argyll until 1701, when the two islands 
were sold, with reservation of the teinds, to MaIcolm 
McNeill (see No. 409).38 The priory afterwards became the 
burial-place of the McNeills of Colonsay and Oronsay, and 
continued in use for burials, and occasional baptisms, into 
modem times. 

The priory was already in a ruinous condition when it was 
visited by two Irish Franciscan missionaries in 1624.39 

According to their report the walls and the remaining parts 
of the choir and roof showed that the church had once been a 
very beautiful building. During the two days that they stayed 
there the missionaries reconverted forty persons to the 
Catholic faith and administered the sacraments to them, an 
episode that probably accounts for the survival of the altar 
and 'the modern crucifix on it' recorded by Martin at the end 
of the century.40* At the date of his visit the cloister-arcades 
were evidently complete and there was 'a garden at twenty 
yards distance on the north side of the houses' . Over seventy 
years later Pennant noted that one of the arcades was 
'ruined', and the adjoining buildings were 'all in a ruinous 
state'.41 The most notable losses since the 18th century have 
been the E gable-wall of the 'Prior's Chapel' and the N gable
wall of the E range which fell in March 1883. Some building
materials, especially perhaps from the N range, were 
probably reused in the nearby farmstead but no medieval 
stonework is identifiable in any of the buildings. 

The first object of recorded works of repair was the E 

gable-wall and window of the priory church. However, the 
restoration carried out in the 1870s for Sir John McNeill by a 
mason from Scalasaig was apparently done 'in such a 
careless and untradesmanlike way that the wall and window 
rapidly got into a much worse condition'.42 The work was 
made good for his successor, Sir John Carstairs McNeill 
(d. 1904), by WiIliam Galloway, architect, who also 
supervised the restoration of the w cloister-arcade in 1883 
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and supplied information for the description of the priory by 
MacGibbon and ROSS.43 The 'Prior's House' was roofed 
over sometime during the century after Pennant's visit in 
1772, and was again restored in 1927 as part of a general 
programme of repairs carried out by the Office of Works in 
the 1920s in association with the second and third Lords 
Strathcona and Mount RoyaJ..44* 

1 

Chapel, Orsay, Islay (No. 387); plan 

387 Chapel and Burial-ground, Orsay, Islay 
NR164516 July 1974 

This medieval chapel stands within a walled enclosure upon a 
flat-topped promontory at the N end of the island, 
overlooking the narrow sound that divides Orsay from the 
Islay mainland. The chapel is now incorporated within an 
oblong gable-ended building measuring about 13·1 m in 
length from E to w by 3·8 m transversely within walls some 
0·8 m in thickness. The chapel itself, having an internal length 
of about 8· 7 m, constitutes the w portion of this building, the 
remainder of which appears to have been added at a 
comparatively recent date as part of a scheme to convert the 
entire structure into a storehouse. 

The chapel is constructed of local rubble masonry roughly 
brought to courses and well bonded with pinnings laid in 
coarse lime mortar. There is no evidence of the use of 
freestone dressings. The walls are founded upon an 
intermittent plinth of boulders and the external wall-surfaces 
were evidently harled. The doorway, situated towards the w 
end of the s wall, is a tall arch-pointed opening 0·85 m in 
width equipped neither with bar-hole nor door-checks; its 
present appearance may owe a good deal to modern 
reconstruction. The chapel was lit by a pair of directly 
opposed lancet-windows placed in the side-walls towards the 
E end of the building. These windows have deeply splayed 
jambs and heads, the latter being roughly formed with slab 
voussoirs and shaped keystones. There may originally have 
been a third window in the E gable, which was almost entirely 
dismantled when the building was extended in length. The 
inner face of the w gable is intaken at wall-head-level. The 
interior of the chapel is now featureless, but it is clear that 
there was no structural division betwen na ve and chancel. 

The E extension comprised two storeys, the masonry being 
of random rubble bonded with pinnings laid in coarse lime 
mortar. The walls of the lower storey measure about 0·9m in 
thickness, those of the upper storey being of the same 
thickness as those of the chapel. There is no external 
doorway, access to the interior evidently having been 
obtained via the chapel. Each storey was lit by a pair of 
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Chapel and burial-ground, 
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A. view from SE 

B. view from NW 

C. general plan 
swindow 

D. details 
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F. interior 
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No. 387 

splayed and lintelled windows placed opposite to each other 
in the side-walls. the upper storey having in addition a 
window in the E gable, which now lies collapsed. The upper 
floor was of timber. 

Although the building lacks any criterion for close dating, 
it appears probable that the chapel itself is of late medieval 
date, a conclusion which gains some support from the 
documentary evidence cited below, while the E extension may 
be ascribed to the late 18th or 19th century. 

The enclosure, or burial-ground, is of irregular plan, mc 
measuring about 80 m from N to s by about 66 m transversely. 
The existing wall of enclosure, which incorporates a gateway 
at the s corner, was evidently erected at about the time of the 
establishment of the adjacent lighthouse-station (No. 441). 
Just outside the present wall, however, there are some traces 
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Chapel and burial·ground, Orsay, Islay (No. 387) 
A. cross-marked stone (scale I: 15) B, C. mortuary house 

of its immediate predecessor, which appears to have followed 
a similar line. This earlier wall is best seen on the NW and sw 
sides of the promontory, where it appears as a ruinous 
drystone dyke some 1·25 m in width and 0·5 m in height. On 
the NW side, however, there is some evidence to suggest that 
this dyke itself stands upon an older wall or rampart of more 
substantial proportions. Outside the E wall of the enclosure 
there are a number of plough-rigs, while further possible 
traces of rigs within the enclosure suggest that much of the 
former burial-ground was under cultivation before the 
establishment of the lighthouse station. Apart from Hugh 
MacKay's Grave (infra) there are no visible traces of burials. 

Although local tradition claims Orsay as an early monastic 
site no corroborative evidence of this identification has so far 
come to light. The cross-slab described below, however, 
bears witness to ecclesiastical occupation on the island, 
probably during the 8th or 9th century. The existing church is 
probably to be identified with the chapel of an oilen Eorsaigh, 
which John I, Lord of the Isles, is said to have roofed and 
furnished before 1380.1* The local belief that the dedication 
was to St Columba is confirmed by the record of insula Sancti 
Columbe de llanorsa in Iley (,St Columba's isle of Orsay in 
Islay') as church land in a Crown rental of 1507. 
Presentations to the chaplainry by the Crown, as successor to 
the Lords of the Isles, were recorded in 1535, 1541 and 1556. 3 

The chapel is mentioned by Dean Monro in 1549 and 
appears on Pont's map of the late 16th century. The building 
had evidently fallen into ruin by the end of the 18th century, 
and when Graham visited the island a century later he was 
told that 'when the present lighthouse was built on Orsay 
(1824), the graveyard surrounding this church was levelled, 
and that the tombstones were disposed of in some of the 
crannies of the adjoining rocks'.4 

CARVED STONE. Three fragments of an Early Christian 
cross-slab, found beside Hugh MacKay's Grave in 1959,5 are 
now in the Museum ofIslay Life, Port Charlotte. They are of 
grey hornblende-schist, probably derived from the Lewisian 
ofIslay, and together measure 0·53 m in length by 0·27 m in 
maximum width . On one face there was incised a ring-headed 
outline cross with square armpits, having an outline Greek 
cross in each of the lower cantons within the ring, the only 
ones for which evidence survives. In the lower right canton 
the spaces above the arms of the crosslet are roughly tooled 
to form pellets, as on a cross-slab from Killean, Kintyre.6 

Whereas bosses or pellets in ringed crosses are of frequent 
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occurrence, and the grouping of crosslets round an unringed 
cross is found both on altar-slabs and upright slabs, the 
combination found here is difficult to parallel. 7* 

MORTUARY HOUSE. The only monument now visible within 
the burial-ground is the remarkable tomb known as Hugh 
MacKay's Grave, which stands near the N corner of the 
enclosure. This is a well-built structure of rubble masonry 
laid in clay mortar which incorporates an oblong chamber of 
unknown depth measuring 1·95 m in length and about O' 5 m 
in width. The walls have a thickness of about o· 5 m and the 
chamber is ceiled with slab-lintels covered with small 
boulders. This tomb, which bears some resemblance to a 
well-known type of Irish mortuary-house,8 is probably of 
medieval date. The family of MacKay of the Rinns for long 
served the MacDonalds as lieutenants of that district of 
Islay.9 

388 Church, Portnahaven, Islay 
NR 167522 August 1977 

This Parliamentary church was completed in 1828 to serve 
the s portion of Kilchoman parish, which in 1849 became 
fully constituted as the quoad sacra parish of Portnahaven. 1 

The building is of a standard T -plan designed by Thomas 
Telford,2 and the main block measures 16·1 m in length from 
E to w by 9· 35 m transversely over all. The walls are of harled 
rubble with dressings of reddish sandstone. The windows 
and doorways have equilateral arched heads and offset 
margins wrought with a broad chamfer. There are paired 
windows in the centre of the main s frontage, and these are 
flanked by doorways at each end. The roof is slated, and the 
w gable is surmounted by a belfry of birdcage type with an 
obelisk finial; there is a lesser plain finial at the apex of the E 
gable-wall. 

The church retains an original galleried interior served by 
balustraded stairs on either side. The pulpit is set against the 
centre of the s wall, and incorporates a pedimented and 
pilastered sounding-board. 

389 Chapel and Burial-ground, Riasg Buidhe, Colonsay 
(Site) 
NR405954 May 1975 

According to tradition, 1 this site lies about 35 m s of the main 
group of ruinous houses at Riasg Buidhe (No. 426) and 
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Church, Portnahaven, Islay (No. 388) 
A. interior 
B. view from sw 

Chapel and burial-ground, Riasg Buidhe, 
Colonsay (site) (No. 389) 

C. cruciform stone, front 
D. cruciform stone (scale I: 15) 
E. cross-marked stone (scale I: 15) 
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partly occupies the summit of a low rocky ridge which runs 
E-W. The vestiges of a transverse wall near the E end of the 
ridge may represent one of the boundaries of the cemetery, 
but there are no clearly identifiable remains of a chapel. 2 The 
surface of the area in question is covered by a number of 
boulders, some of which may mark the positions of burials, 
and near the crest of the ridge there is a hollowed basin or 
mortar cut from a rock outcrop. There are the remains of a 
well in the gully immediately to the s of the burial-ground. 

CARVED STONES. Number I formerly stood 'at the east end 
of the chapel',3 and was removed about 1870 to the grounds 
of Colonsay House (No. 409), where it stands beside Tobar 
Odhniin. Number 2 was discovered in 1974, reused in the 
wall of an outbuilding close to the burial-ground,4 and is now 
in the National Museum of Antiquities of Scotland. 

(I) Cruciform slab oflocal Torridonian flagstone, broken 257C,D 
obliquely at the foot. It measures 1·37 m in height by O' 36 m 
across the arms, which have a maximum projection of 
45mm. The slab is roughly triangular in section, having a 
maximum thickness of 120mm, while the side-arms are 
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Riasg Buidhe (No, 389, I) 
A, cruciform stone, 

detail of head -i'- - -- -- - --
A 

about 70 mm in thickness and are set towards the front. The 
back appears to be undressed, but the front, the edges and the 
backs of the arms show traces of pocking. The front (a) is 
carved in low relief with a Latin cross, terminating at the foot 
in a fish-like forked tail, and at the top in a human face with 
prominent eyebrows, thick lips framing a down-turned 
mouth, and a ridge round the chin which may indicate a 
beard. The upper part of the slab is tapered so that the top of 
the hea'd is carved in the round, the division being marked by 
a moulded collar which begins below the ears and continues 
onto the back (c), where it splits to enclose a lozenge-shaped 
hollow. The cross is outlined by a roll-moulding, continuous 
except where it adjoins the head, and the upper arm contains 
two parallel inner mouldings which divide into spirals in the 
side-arms. In the centre and lower arm of the cross a series of 
curving mouldings suggest the legs of a figure. The lower part 
of the slab, below the side-arms, is bordered by a pecked 
margin, s* and a vertical band supporting the base of the 
cross is interrupted by the break at the foot of the slab. This 
carving is probably of 7th- or 8th-century date. For further 
discussion see p. 00. (NMAS cast (front only); photo by Revd 
J B Mackenzie in NMRS; PSAS, 15 (1880-1), 121-2; ibid., 
34 (1899-1900),331; ECMS, 3, p,396 and fig. 413; Grieve, 
Colonsay, 2, fig. 27 opp. p. 232; Loder, Colonsay, 78-9 and 
pI. xx; JRSAl, 90 (1960), 195-6 and fig. 1 d on p.193; 
Thomas, Early Christian Archaeology, fig. 61 on p. 129). 

(2) Part of a slab of Torridonian flagstone, possibly 
trimmed for reuse, and broken at the foot; it measures 0'37m 
in length by 0·14 m in width and 65 mm in thickness. On one 
face it bears the lightly pecked outline of a Latin cross, with a 
circular boss at the centre and a smaller circle at the end of 
each limb. Certain features, notably the irregular outline or 
the cross-shaft and the fact that the carving is not on the 
natural cleavage-plane but on a cut face, suggest that it is of 
fairly recent origin. 
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Chapel, Teampull a' Ghlinne, Colonsay (No, 390) 

B, general plan C. plan 

390 Teampull a' Ghlinne, Colonsay 
NR374917 May 1977 

The ruins of this medieval chapel stand in an unnamed glen 
at Garvard, close to the road which, about 750 m further s, 
continues across the tidal strand to Oronsay. The chapel 
measures 8·0m in length from E to w by 4·2m transversely 
within walls 0·85 m in average thickness. The walls are 
constructed of Iime-mortared random rubble masonry 
comprising slabs and split boulders, and are based on a 
rough plinth. The end-walls, which were presumably gabled, 
survive only in their lowest courses, I but much of the N wall 
and the wend of the s wall stand to an original wall-head of 
over 2 m in height. The doorway, which is lintelled and has 
splayed ingoings, is placed towards the wend of the s wall . At 
the E end of the N wall there is a slit-window with a lintelled 
and splayed embrasure and a stepped sill, and there are traces 
of a splayed window-ingoing in a corresponding position in 
the opposite wall. An aumbry is contained within the NW 
angle, and against the centre of the E wall there are the 
remains of a possible altar-base. 

To the s of the chapel there is a group of roughly circular 
mounds, possibly burial-cairns; the largest of them contains 
a short, narrow channel of unknown purpose, but evidently 
not the flue of a corn-drying kiln. 

The chapel stands immediately s of a steep rock face which 
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fonns the N boundary of an associated D-shaped enclosure. 
The boundary is elsewhere defined by the remains of a stone
and-turf dyke which is 0·5 m in average height and over I m 
in width. The principal entrances are in the E and w sectors. 

Tradition records that this building was principally used 
by travellers and funeral processions waiting to cross the 
strand to Oronsay Priory.2 It may also have served 
parishioners in the s half of Colonsay, but the chapel has no 
recorded history and the dedication is not known. 3 The 
surviving architectural details are similar to those of the 
earlier phases of Oronsay Priory (No. 286), and on these 
grounds the chapel may tentatively be attributed to the 14th 
century. 

391 Chapel and Burial-ground, Texa, Islay 
NR390438 June 1981 

The ruin of this late medieval chapel stands at the edge of a 
raised terrace some 60 m s of the boat-landing at Bagh na h-
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Chapel and burial-ground, 
Texa, Islay (No. 391) 

A. aerial view from NW 

B. general plan 

Eaglaise ('bay of the church'). The chapel appears to have 
fonned the centre of an area of continuous agricultural 
settlement, represented by extensive remains of rig
cultivation. Immediately to the s of the burial-ground are the 
footings of at least five buildings and an ovoid enclosure, 
while another structure is situated some 18 m to the N. None 
of these remains appears to be of early date, except for the 
enclosure in which the chapel itself stands. Its boundary-wall 
is supported on the N by the revetted edge of the natural 
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terrace, and now appears as a stony mound about 1 m thick 
and standing in places to a height of about 1 m, enclosing an 
area 28 m from E to w by 19 m transversely. Within the E angle 
of the enclosure a small rock outcrop rises to a height of 
about 1·8 m above the general level, and is crowned by a 
platform of rubble masonry O' 5 m high and 1·9 m square. It is 
probable that this formed the base for the late medieval 
cross-shaft described below (number I). A burial-enclosure, 
built close to the w wall of the chapel and measuring 3·5 m 
square within 0·8 m walls which have a well-formed coping, 
is probably of 19th-century date. 

1 
C . Chapel, Texa, Islay (No. 391); plan 

The chapel is of simple unicameral plan, measuring 8·8 m 
33(J) from E to w by 4·1 m transversely within walls 0·8 m thick. It 
260C was lit by splayed windows near the E ends of the side-walls, 

and entered by a doorway towards the wend of the s wall. 
This latter opening preserves the internal quoins of its E ingo, 
formed of fine-grained white sandstone and incorporating a 

26011 draw-bar slot; the jambs were wrought with a 0·12 m chamfer 
terminating in a broach stop. The opening is so ruinous that 
the form of the door-head is uncertain, but it was probably 
flat-Iintelled. The external dressings of the windows, which 
have been robbed, were probably also of sandstone, and their 
surrounds appear to have been rectangular, whereas the 
embrasures were built of rubble and flat-Iintelled. The 
masonry, including the quoins, is of local rubble bonded in 
coarse shelly lime-mortar, and incorporates some very large 
boulders set on edge in random fashion. A prominent 
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Chapel and burial-ground, Texa. 
Islay (No. 391) 

A. vip.·w from SE 
B. Ejamb of doorway 

B 

horizontal joint in the E gable at about wall-head level 
probably marks a seasonal break during building
operations. 

The island ofTexa was tentatively identified by Skene with 
Oidecha insula, which Adomnan mentions as a stopping
place on St Cainnech's voyage from Iona to Ireland in the 6th 
century, and some, but not all, later scholars have accepted 
this identification. I There is, however, no evidence of 
ecclesiastical occupation of the island during the Early 
Christian period. Early 16th-century Crown rentals show 
that the medieval chapel was dedicated to St Mary the Virgin 
and that it was generously endowed with the lands of 
Cragabus and 'two Kilbrides', as well as the island ofTexa.2 

The presence of a cross-shaft (number I) erected in the late 
14th century by Reginald, son of John of Islay, who like his 
father is described in Gaelic sources as a generous benefactor 
of the church,3 may indjcate the period at which the chapel 
itself was built. The chapel was not mentioned by the Irish 
Franciscan missionary Cornelius Ward, who in 1625 found 
that twenty-three of the inhabitants of Texa were already 
Catholics, and converted the remaining six;4* it was 
presumably already ruinous. 

FUNERARY MONUMENTS AND CROSS. The following medieval 
monuments were removed from the area of the chapel to the 
grounds of Kildalton House in 1880 and 1882, and numbers 
1,2 and 4 were transferred in 1923 to the National Museum 
of Antiquities of Scotland. An additional fragment of 
number 2 was identified in 1981 in the burial-enclosure w of 
the chapel, and is now also in the National Museum. Number 
3 is now at the Museum ofIslay Life, Port Charlotte. 

(I) Part of the shaft of a free-standing cross, 1·02 m in 
height and tapering from O' 33 m by 75 mm at the base. The 
upper part is damaged at the edges and, especially on the 
back, much of the carved surface has flaked off. On the front, 26JA 

within a triple-moulded border, there has been carved in 
relief the figure of the Crucified Saviour, but only the outline 
of the shaft of the rood survives, flanked by plant-stems. 
Below this there is an inscription in Lombardic capitals 



Chapel and burial-ground, 
Texa, Islay (No. 391) 

A. cross-shaft, front 
B. cross-shaft, back 
C. graveslab 
O. cross-base fragment 

(partially reconstructed; 
scale 1:15) 

A(I) 8(1) 

(infra), and then the figure of a man wearing bascinet, 
aventail and aketon, holding in his right hand a battle-axes 
and resting his left hand on a large sword with lobated 
pommel and slightly inclined quillons, which is suspended 
from a waist-belt. On the back, within a similar border, there 

2618 are, in descending order, the remains of foliaceous ornament, 
a stag attacked by two hounds, and a galley with spread sail 
containing two men. The inscription on the front reads: 

HEC E/ST CRU/X REGN/ ALDIIO/ H(ANN)IS / DE YSLE 

This is the cross of Reginald, son of John, ofIslay'. 

Reginald, son of John I, Lord of the Isles, by his first 
marriage, was the progenitor of Clan Ranald, and probably 
died shortly after his father in 1387 or 1388. The cross, which 
was presumably erected during his lifetime, appears to be the 
work of a carver independent of the main schools active at 
that period. (Steer and Bannerman, Monumental Sculpture, 
p.59, inscription number 49 and pI. 24c, 0; Kildalton 
Antiquities Catalogue, no. 4; Graham, Islay , pI. xxx, 105). 
14th century. 

261C (2) Lower part of a rectangular slab, 0·91 m in surviving 
length by 0'50m in width, damaged at the bottom right 
corner. The recently discovered fragment, which measures 
0·61 m by 0·21 m, probably belonged to the upper part of the 
left margin. Within a broad inscribed margin defined by 
bead-mouldings and having a rosette at the only surviving 
corner, there is carved in low relief the figure of a priest 
standing in a cusped round-headed niche with foliated 
spandrels. 6* He wears Eucharistic vestments and holds a 
chalice. In a separate panel above there are remains of 
foliaceous ornament, possibly a foliated cross. The surviving 
part of the marginal black -letter inscription reads: 

... [IOHANN]ES 10HA(NN)IS M(AC)ALlSTAIRE 

RE[CTOR / OE ... M ]AUR/ ICIUS MACAEOA 

VICAR[I]US EI(US)OEM [?ECCL]ESIE 

' ... John, son of John MacAlister, parson of ... Maurice 
MacKay, vicar of the same ?church'. 

The limited space available for the name of the parish of 
which John MacAlister was parson suggests that it may have 
been Gigha. (Steer and Bannerman, Monumental Sculpture, 
inscription number 50; Kildalton Antiquities Catalogue, no. 
6; Graham, Islay, pI. xxix, 102). c.1500-1560. 

(3) Lower part of a tapered slab, 0·84 m in surviving 
length. It has been carved in false relief with a figure, but 
much of the surface has sheared off so that only the legs 
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0(4) 

C(2) 

survive. The lower O' 3 m of the slab has been only roughly 
tooled, and it was probably made locally. (Kildalton 
Antiquities Catalogue, no. 9). 14th-early 16th century. 

(4) Two fragments of a cross-base which in 1882 were 26lD 

pieced together to support the cross number 1. They were 
separated after their arrival at the National Museum in 1923, 
and only one, the left side of the socket-slab, can be identified 
at present. It is of local epidiorite, and measures 0·56m by 
0,27 m by 90 mm in thickness, the left and bottom edges 
being roughly tooled and bevelled. In the lower part there is a 
hooded female figure with hands crossed on her breast, but 
the rest of the surface of the fragment has flaked off. A 
corresponding figure on the missing fragment appears to 
have been shown in three-quarter view, with the right arm 
raised. Although it has been assumed that the figures are 
those of the Virgin and St John attendant upon the 
Crucifixion, their poses are more appropriate to the 
Annunciation. The truncation of the lower parts of the 
figures (and apparently also the right edge of the missing 
figure) by the bevelled edges of the slab supports 
Richardson's suggestion that this was a secondary use,7 but it 
is unlikely that the carving was part of an unfinished cross-
head, which would have been of exceptional size. An original 
use as an altar-frontal or the side of a tomb-chest seems more 
probable, and the Annunciation would have been an 
appropriate subject in a chapel dedicated to the Virgin. 
(Kildalton Antiquities Catalogue, no. 5; Graham, Islay , 
pI. xxix, 103-4; PSAS, 57 (1922- 3), 295; 61 (1926-7), 161 and 
fig. 23). 14th-early 16th century. 

a 
E. Cross-fragment, Tighcargaman, Port Ellen, Islay (No. 392) (scale I: 15) 

392 Cross-fragment, Tighcargaman, Port Ellen, Islay 
NRC.363458 December 1982 

This damaged cross-head oflate medieval type was found by 
Sir Arthur Mitchell at Tighcargaman in 1877, and removed 
to Kildalton House whence it was transferred in 1923 to the 
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National Museum of Antiquities of Scotland. Although the 
exact find-spot is not recorded, it may have been on rising 
ground 100 m NE of Tighcargaman House, where the 
Ordnance Survey recorded the name 'Crois Tigh 
Chargamain' ('cross ofTigh Cargaman').I* 

26/E The fragment, which is carved oflocal schistose epidiorite, 
measures 0·46 m in height by O' 37 m in width, and the width 
at the top of the shaft is 0·21 m. The diameter of the disc was 
O' 34 m, but only the lower right segment of the perimeter is 
intact, and the arms are also broken. On the front, within a 
flat margin, the figure of the Crucified Saviour has been 
carved in relief, with the body filling the shaft and the head in 
the lower half of the cross-head. The rood appears to have 
been of plain type, but its top arm is inclined to the left. The 
remaining spaces in the cross-head are filled with foliage, and 
the back of the cross is carved in low relief with foliaceous 
ornament incorporating rosettes. (PSAS, 57 (1922-3), 295; 
61 (1926--7), fig. 10.3 on p. 150; Lamont, Sculptured Stones, 
pI. xxx a, b). 

393 Tobar Chaluim Chille, Colonsay 
NR404986 April 1978 

This well is situated on sloping ground overlooking the NE 
end of Kilo ran Bay some 20 m w of the Balnahard tr.ack. The 
mouth of the well, which faces almost due w, measures 0·9 m 
in width, and the well-chamber, which is partly built into the 
hillside, is roughly circular, measuring 1·3 m in maximum 
diameter. It is slab-Iintelled and roughly corbelled, and the 
dry stone rubble superstructure stands to a height of 0·8 m 
above the level of the water which was O· 3 m deep at the date 
ofvisit. 

The well is credited with healing properties that are said to 
have been bestowed upon it by St Columba. 1 

394 Tobar Chaluim Chille, Lunga 
NM705090 June 1974 

This name belongs to a small fresh-water spring situated 
close to the NW shore of the island ofLunga. The mouth ofthe 
spring is enclosed with flagstones to form a rectangular 
trough. 

395 Tobar Leac nam Fiann, LeaIt, Jura 
NR641933 August 1974 

This well is situated at the head of a shallow SE-facing gully 
about 350 m E of Loch nan Caorach at a height of about 
250 m OD. It comprises a small fresh-water spring issuing 
from a moss-grown pool, the only visible structural remains 
comprising a low cairn situated about 10 m from the well. 
Another and larger cairn, presumably built as a guide-mark, 
stands on a rock knoll at the head of the gully. 

Excavations carried out in and around the well in about 
1970 revealed a miscellaneous collection of artefacts, all 
evidently used as charms, ranging in date from the Neolithic 
period to the present century. 1 

396 Chapel, Tockmal, Islay 
NR299473 May 1976 

The remains of this small chapel and its enclosure are 
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A. Chapel, Tockmal, Islay (No. 396); plan 

situated about 100 m NW of the township No. 427; they stand 
on a terrace above the left bank of the unnamed burn that 
flows through the township. The chapel is round-angled, 
measuring internally 5·6m from E to w by 3·2m within walls 
1·25 m in average thickness. The walls are of turf-covered 
drystone construction and stand to an average height of 1 m. 
The entrance-doorway is placed towards the wend of the N 
side-wall, and close to the existing ground-level in the SE 
corner there is an aumbry O' 3 m high. 

The enclosure is roughly rectilinear, measuring 27 m from 
E to w, and is best defined on the sand w where there is a 
substantial stone-and-turf dyke which has probably been 
rebuilt in comparatively modern times. The two remaining 
sides of the enclosure-wall survive mainly as a band of stony 
debris, and the natural terrace is revetted on the E. 

TOBAR AN T·SAGAIRT. There are no visible remains of the 
'Priest's well' in the position shown on the Ordnance Survey 
6-inch map some 3 m from the SE angle of the enclosure, but it 
may possibly be identified with the ruinous chamber about 
32 m N of the chapel on the NE side the burn. 

B. Cross-marked stone, Trudemish, Islay (No. 397) 
(scale I: 15) 
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397 Cross-marked Stone, Trudernish, Islay 
NR460525 May 1975 

This stone, now preserved at the Museum of Islay Life, Port 
262B Charlotte, was discovered just below turflevel in 1975 during 

the laying of a water-pipe. The find-spot was some 55 m NW 

of Trudernish farmhouse, and about 8 m NNE of a ruined 
corn-drying kiln.! The stone is a kite-shaped slab of local 
epidiorite measuring 1·27 m in length by 0·44 m in width and 
O· 24 m in thickness, which bears a large outline Latin cross 
defined by a pocked groove some 15 mm wide. Except for a 
slight break at the left edge, received at the time of discovery, 
the surface is well preserved, and most of the original tool
marks are clearly identifiable. The carving is probably of 
Early Christian date, but it is not apparent whether it marked 
a grave or a boundary. There is no local tradition ofa burial
ground in the area, the nearest ecclesiastical sites being Cill a' 
Chubein (No. 323), some 0'7km to the NW, and Kildalton 
(No. 367),1 '7 km to the ssw. 

CASTLES AND FORTIFICATIONS 

398 A' Chrannag, Craigens, Islay 
NR294674 May 1978 

This earthwork is situated among the salt marshes at the SE 
head of Loch Gruinart about 400 m NW of Craigens 
farmhouse. It is a low scarped platform which stands about 
1·25 m above the base of a broad encircling ditch and covers 
an area about 16 m square. The angles are extruded to form 
roughly circular projections some 4 m in diameter; the s pair 
of bastions are solid, while those at the NW and NE angles have 
hollowed and open-ended interiors. The ditch varies between 
8m and !Om in maximum width, and a later turf dyke 
traverses the SE corner of the site. 

1 
ml 19 29 
ft,. :: 50 
A . A'Chrannag, Craigens, Islay (No. 398); plan 

Although occupying an exposed and low-lying position, 
these remains possess the shape of a temporary bastioned 
artillery platform, and the site (whose name means 'The 
crannog') is traditionally associated with the battle of Tniigh 
Ghruineard, fought between the MacLeans and the 
MacDonalds in 1598.! 

399 An Aros, Glengarrisdale, Jura (Site) 
NR644969 August 1973 

There are no identifiable remains of the supposed castle of 
the MacLeans of Lochbuie that is said to have stood here. 
Nearby is Clach nan Arm ('the rock of the weapons'), the 
reputed burial-place of those who fell in a battle fought 
between the MacLeans and the Campbells in 1647.! 

CASTLES. TOWERS AND FORTlHCA TlONS No. 400 

B. Claig Castle, Jura (No. 400); general plan 

400 Claig Castle, Jura 
NR471626 July 1974 

This castle is prominently situated at the southern 
approaches to the Sound ofIslay, occupying the flat-topped 
summit of a small island now known as Am Fraoch Eilean 
but formerly as Ellan Charne, which lies about 250 m ofT the s 
shore of Jura. Commanding as it does the two main sea-lanes 
between the Mull of Kintyre and the Southern Hebrides, 
namely the Sounds of Islay and Jura, the site is one of 
considerable strategic importance. The Mull itself is plainly 
visible from the castle on a clear day, while the eastward 
prospect includes the island of Gigha and much of the 
Kintyre coast. Anchorages are available nearby and at 
Whitefarland Bay nearer to the north end of the Sound of 
Islay.! 

The summit area of Am Fraoch Eilean, lying some 20m 
above sea-level, is divided into two unequal portions by a 
narrow gully which traverses the full width of the island from 
N to s. The castle occupies the smaller, or E, portion of the 
summit, the main building rising directly from the lip of the 
gully. The remainder of the summit is ringed by clifTs and 
access was probably obtained from the gully by means of a 
roughly formed approach path. 

The only standing building is a small tower-house, which 
measures 14·3 m from N to s by 11 ·0 m transversely over walls 
some 2·4 m in thickness. Only the ground floor now remains, 
but it is probable that the structure originally comprised two 
main storeys, together perhaps with a garret contained 
within the roof. 

The masonry is solidly constructed of local rubble blocks, 
roughly coursed and well bonded with pinnings laid in coarse 
lime mortar; the walls rise from a high base-plinth. It is 
evident that the structure originally incorporated dressed 
quoins and margins of freestone, but nearly all of these have 
now disappeared. Surviving fragments indicate, however, 
that the stone in question was a fine-grained sandstone 
varying in colour from white to red and probably emanating 
from the island of Arran. 

The entrance-doorway, which was centrally placed in the N 
wall at ground-floor level, was provided with a draw-bar. 
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partly natural in origin. Much of the surrounding summit is 
covered with a dense growth of vegetation and, although 
other buildings may formerly have existed in this area, the 
only features observed at the date of visit were two small 
irregular-shaped depressions (A and B on the plan) which 
may have been utilised for catchment purposes. 

The design and details of this building are not closely 
datable, but, taken together, the architectural and the slight 
historical evidence (infra) suggest a late medieval, probably 
15th-century date of construction. The castle is not included 
in John of Fordun's late 14th-century list of island 
strongholds and has little recorded history. It is said to have 
been used on one occasion as a prison by Angus, son of John 
11, Lord of the Isles, and also featured briefly in Donald 
Dubh's unsuccessful rebellion of 1545. Monro, writing only 
a few years later, mentions the island, which he named Ellan 

A Charne, but makes no specific reference to the castle itself, 
and it was left to Pennant, who visited the island in 1772, to 
produce the only early account of the remains. 'After dinner 
walk down to the Sound of lIay, and visit the little island of 
Fruchlan, near to the shore, and a mile or two from the 
eastern entrance. On the top is a ruined tower of square form, 
with walls nine feet thick; on the west side the rock on which 
it stands is cut through to a vast depth, forming a foss over 
which had been the drawbridge. The fortress seemed as if 
intended to guard the mouth of the sound, and was also the 
prison where the Mac-donalds kep't their captives, and in old 
times was called the Castle of Claig'. 2 

401 Fortification, Dun Athad, Islay 
/

:1.-

NR284407 May 1978 
B These remains occupy the summit of a large and impressive 

coastal promontory which is situated about 2 km SE of the 
Mull of Oa. The position is one of considerable natural 
strength and commands an extensive prospect as far as the 

Claig Castle, Jura (No. 4(0) 
A. view from NW 

B. ground-plan 

This door gave access to a small lobby from which a second 
doorway evidently communicated with the outermost 
ground-floor room, while a third opening on the E led into a 
staircase. The ground floor comprised two chambers of 
equal size separated by a substantial partition-wall 
containing a centrally placed doorway. Both rooms 
probably served as cellars and each was lit by a single deeply
splayed window in the end-wall. The chambers appear to 
have had joisted ceilings supported on timber runners and 
some traces can still be seen of the stone corbels that formerly 
housed the N runner ofthe N cellar. 

The mural stair in the N wall ascended in a straight flight to 
a landing in the NE corner of the building before turning at 
right angles to rise to first-floor level. Immediately below the 
landing there are some traces of what appears to have been a 
small window in the N wall. Little can now be said about the 
arrangement of the upper levels, but the first floor is likely to 
have contained a single large chamber, namely a hall, lit by 
windows in the side-walls. There may have been a latrine at 
the sw corner of this room, where some remains can be seen 
of what seems to have been a vent-shaft discharging into the 
gully. The building was probably surmounted by a pitched 
roof rising within a continuous open parapet-walk. 

On the N, sand E sides of the tower-house there are traces 
of an enclosing bank and ditch, the bank probably being 
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Antrim coast and the Mull of Kintyre. Rocky cliffs rise sheer 
on each flank of the promontory to a height of over 105 m 
and the summit-area is an irregular linear platform 
measuring 90 m in maximum extent from NE to sw and 
varying in width from 6 m to 23 m. The approach from the 
landward or NE side is across a narrow neck ofland about 2 m 
in minimum width, and thence obliquely by a sloping ascent 
along the wedge of the main ridge, skirting the remains of a 
massive forework. The forework, which measures 17·8 m in 
length from E to wand is returned at each end, has a well
defined outer kerb of facing-stones, but is otherwise reduced 
to a bank of stony debris some 5·8 m in maximum 
ascertainable thickness. The rubble core of this wall contains 
the remains of one (and possibly a second) small circular hut 
of intramural construction. It may have served as an annexe 
to building a which lies behind the forework. This building is 
of rectangular plan and measures 11 m in length ftom E to w 
by 3 m transversely within low turf-covered walls; the 
entrance is located in the wend-wall. Building or enclosure b 
is of roughly ovoid plan measuring 5 m in maximum length 
from E to w within low scarped banks; it has an entrance in 
the w sector and is partly overlaid by rigs. Structures a and b 
lie within a relatively sheltered and hollowed interior 
circumscribed by traces of a dyke and upstanding rock-cut 
walls. The remainder of the summit is a narrow and exposed 
plateau which contains much evidence of rig-cultivation. and 
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A 

retains portions of turf dykes along the w flank and the sw 
boundary. A short distance down the rocky sw slope there is 
a level grassy platform CD) which also incorporates the 
remains of an outer turf bank. The oval depression at C 
possibly marks the site of a well or cistern for the supply of 
fresh water. 

The approach track across the adjacent headland is 
flanked by turf banks, and there are traces of other field
banks and structures on the E side of the headland. On the 
boulder-strewn foreshore around the base of the promontory 
there are a number of rock-shelters and caves, some of which 
are fronted by enclosure-walls of boulder construction. One 
of the caves contains deposits of manganese ore. 

The natural advantages of this site may have invited 
fortification from prehistoric or Early Historic times, but the 
existing defences and associated buildings appear to date 
from an otherwise unrecorded refortification of the 16th or 
early 17th century. It may have served as one of the beacon
stances used by the supporters of Sir James MacDonald in 
1615.1* A slightly later topographical account refers to the 
'great fortress called Dunaynt,' which with 'small expensis 
. . . might be maid ane Invincible strength'. 2 

402 Dun Chonaill Castle, Garvellachs 
NM6712,6812 June 1974 

The island of Dun Chonaill lies at the NE extremity of the 
Garvellachs, about midway between the much larger 
neighbouring islands of Jura and Mull. The site is one of 
great strategic importance, commanding as it does the two 
main sea-routes giving access from the southern Hebrides to 
Lorn and the Sound of Mull. On a clear day the view from 
Dun Chonaill embraces almost the entire southern 
approaches to the Firth of Lorn, extending from the Ross of 
M ull to the Gulf of Corryvreckan. The northern outlet of the 
Sound of Luing lies only 5 km to the E, while northwards the 
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Fortification, Dun Athad, [slay (No. 401) 
A . view from SE 
B. plan 

"\ 

Sound of Kerrera, Loch Linnhe and the island of Lismore 
are all plainly visible. 

The island measures about 550 m from NE to sw by 220 m 
transversely over all. The central portion comprises an 
approximately flat-topped summit, some 85 m in extent, 
rising to a height of about 60 m OD and surrounded on all 
except the NE and s sides by steep cliffs which descend to a 
rocky shelf lying immediately above the water. At each end 
of the island there is a lesser summit, or knoll, separated from 
the central area by a narrow isthmus of low ground whose 
adjacent sea inlets provide a choice of landing-places in 
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Dun Chonaill Castle, Garvellachs (No. 402); view from NW 

accordance with varying weather conditions. The 
southeasterly of the pair of inlets at the NE end of the island 
lies at the foot of the only practicable path of approach to the 
summit and is sheltered from the prevailing westerly winds; 
this evidently constituted the principal boat-landing. 
Although the island as a whole is fully exposed to the 
elements and landing is often difficult or impossible, the 
summit itself is comparatively sheltered and in summer 
supports a lush growth of grass. There is little room on the 
island for cultivation, however, other than for small garden 
plots, but the neighbouring islands of Garbh Eileach and 
Eileach an Naoimh contain several areas of cultivable 
ground and the former today supports a herd of deer; fish 
and various other seafoods are also obtainable locally. 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The principal buildings of the castle occupied the summit 
which, where not rendered inaccessible by precipitous cliffs, 
was enclosed by a curtain-wall of medieval date. The 
approach path that led up from the boat-landing was 
likewise partially walled in and was also defended by a series 
of gateways. To the NE of the boat-landing lay another group 
of buildings, partially enclosed by a curtain-wall, while a 
further section of wall enclosed the summit of the adjacent 
knoll. The corresponding knoll at the sw end of the island 
was also partially enclosed by a curtain-wall. 

The curtain-walls appear in general to have been 
constructed of local rubble, composed mainly of flaggy 
sandstone with occasional limestone blocks and beach
boulders, laid in coarse lime mortar. Some portions of the 
curtain, however, were evidently of drystone construction, as 
were all the other buildings on the island now sufficiently well 
preserved to admit of examination. A single fragment of fine
grained sandstone, probably derived from Carsaig, 1 was also 
noted at the date of visit, suggesting that some portions of the 
castle incorporated freestone dressings. 

THE MAIN SUMMIT. From the principal boat-landing the 
approach path winds steeply upwards to enter a shallow 
gully which rises gently to the summit. The isthmus that 
separates this boat-landing from its neighbour to the NW is 
revetted on both sides with masonry and appears to have 
been artificially levelled to form a small platform. 
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Immediately above this platform lay the lowermost of three 
gateways (A on the plan) that defended the approach; the 
position of the gateway is now indicated simply by a gap in 
the flanking walls. Beyond the gateway the path continues 
upwards for a distance of 30 m, being flanked on its E side by 
a wall some 2 m in thickness, before turning obliquely to rise 
more steeply beneath a rock cliff to a second gateway (B). 
This appears to have had a width of 1·4m and its jambs still 
stand to a height of I· 3 m. 

Beyond this gateway the path again turns obliquely to rise 
a short distance to the third gateway (C), which is centrally 
placed within a strongly built section of wall that blocks the 
mouth of the gully; the SE end of this wall is intaken at two 
levels, the outer facework being noticeably battered. Little 
remains of the gateway itself, but immediately to the SE of the 
entrance-passage there are traces of a small subrectangular 
building (D) which may have served as a guard-house. From 
here a narrow path ascends SE to give access to a small square 
platform (E), partly of artificial construction, which 
commands the boat-landing and approach path. This may 
have been a look-out post. 

The arrangements on the summit itself can best be 
understood by reference to the plan. The curtain-wall was 
neither continuous nor uniform, having been designed rather 
to supplement than to replace the natural defences of the site. 
Thus, on the NW side, where the cliffs fall sheer to the rock 
ledge below, little or no walling was evidently considered 
necessary, whereas on the SE and sw sides short sections of 
wall were constructed at various levels to seal otT gullies and 
other possible paths of access, as well as along the rim of the 
summit itself. At the point F there appears to have been a 
postern gateway from which a narrow path descended to the 
sw shore. About half-way down this path a short section of 
transverse wall (G) may indicate the position of a lower 
gateway or outwork. A small building (H), situated just 
inside the postern gateway, may have been a guard-house. 

The remains of ten buildings of subrectangular plan are 
now identifiable on the summit, but none is sufficiently well 
preserved to enable its character and function to be 
determined by superficial examination. The largest of them 
(1), which measures 16·5 m by 7·5 m transversely over walls 
some 1·2 m in thickness, incorporates an annexe at one end. 
Another (K), only slighly smaller in size, stands at the mouth 
of a gully close to the NW curtain-wall. To the sw there is an 
enclosure (L) flanked on one side by a building and on the 
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Dun Chonaill Castle. 
Garvellachs (No. 402) 

A. view from s 
B. NW curtain-wall 

other by two small reed-grown depressions which may have 
been used as water-catchment pools. Two similar 
depressions (M) lie a little to the NE, close to the highest point 
of the summit. In the apparent absence of a well these 
catchment pools appear to have constituted the only source 
of water-supply. The age of these buildings is uncertain, but 
it seems probable that most of them are of medieval date. 

THE NE KNOLL AND ASSOCIATED BUILDINGS. The NE knoll 
was defended by what appears to have been a drystone wall, 
some I· 3 m in thickness, running round the sand E sides of 
the summit. Elsewhere the knoll is inaccessible, except at its 
sw extremity where a narrow and easily defended path leads 
up to the summit by way of conveniently placed rock ledges. 
The fortification of this knoll , and of the corresponding knoll 
at the sw end of the island, may have been undertaken chiefly 
to prevent its occupation by an intending assailant of the 
main castle. 

The area of low ground between the knoll and the 
principal boat-landing was protected on the N by a curtain
wall some I · 5 m in thickness. At the E end of this wall, which 
now stands to a maximum height of2·5 m, there are traces of 
a gateway (N) giving access to the NW shore of the island. To 
the s of the knoll there may be seen the remains of four 
subrectangular buildings (P) , while a fifth (Q) lies a short 
distance to the NE. The buildings vary in size from about 12 m 

CASTLES. TOWERS AND FORTlFICA TlONS No. 402 

by 6 m to 5 m by 3 m over walls some 1·2 m in thickness and 
all are noticeably round-cornered both internally and 
externally; some appear to have been dwellings. Although 
considerably better preserved than the structures on the 
summit these buildings are probably of contemporary or 
near-contemporary date. 

THE SW KNOLL AND ASSOCIATED BUILDINGS. The summit of 
the sw knoll, which is considerably larger than its neighbour 
at the NE end of the island, was likewise defended where 
necessary by an enclosing wall. This wall, too, is of drystone 
construction, but the preponderance of limestone boulders, 
quarried from the knoll, gives it a distinctive appearance. The 
wall is best preserved on the s side where it has a width of 
1·5 m and a height of 1·2 m. Midway along this side of the 
wall a gap (R), situated at the head of the only practicable 
path of approach, may mark the position of the entrance. 
There are no traces of structures on the summit, but 
immediately beneath the E side of the knoll there is a well
preserved subrectangular building (S) and an adjacent 
enclosure, both probably of comparatively recent date. 

HISTORICAL NOTE 

Although not mentioned by name, Dun Chonaill was 
probably one of four castles known to have been held by 
Ewen (MacDougall) of Lorn from King Hakon of Norway 
in the middle of the 13th century. It is first named in 1343, 
when David II granted custody of the royal castles of 
Cairn burgh, Iselborgh and Dun Chonaill, together with the 
lands and small islands pertaining to them, to John I, Lord of 
the Isles. Eleven years later John of Lorn relinquished his 
own claims to the same castles and in 1390 Donald, Lord of 
the Isles, granted to Lachlan MacLean of Duart various 
lands and castles, including half of the constabulary of the 
castles of Dun Chonaill and Dunkerd, together with lands in 
and near the Garvellachs. Nothing further is heard of 
Dunkerd, but ' the great castle of Dunquhonle' is included in 
a list of castles in the Western Isles compiled at about this 
time by the chronicler John ofFordun. 2 

Dun Chonaill continued in the possession of the 
MacLeans until about the second quarter of the 17th 
century, when it passed to the Campbell Earls of Argyll, but 
although this period is comparatively well documented the 
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402 403 

Dunivaig Castle, Islay (No. 403); location map 

castle has no record of military activity. Dean Monro, 
however, writing in 1549, noted the existence of 'a ne lie callit 
Dunchonill sa namet from Conill Kernoch ane strength, and 
alsmekle to say in English as ane round Castell'. Little 
mention is made of the castle by early travellers and the first 
detailed description of the site was published by Christison in 
1889. 3 

The castle ofDunkerd, mentioned only in the document of 
1390 referred to above, has not been identified. In view of 
Dunkerd's association with the Garvellachs, however, and 
the fact that its constabulary was united with that of Dun 
Chonaill, it is possible that the name may have been applied 
to the detached portion of the fortifications occupying the NE 
end of the island of Dun Chonaill. 4* 

403 Dunivaig Castle, Islay 
NR405454 August 1976 

The ruins of this stronghold stand on a coastal promontory 
268 on the E side of Lagavulin Bay, guarding the entrance to the 

269A anchorage there and commanding a distant prospect of the 
27JA coasts of Kintyre and Antrim. The existing remains comprise 
272A an outer courtyard or barmkin of irregular polygonal layout 

situated on low-lying ground immediately to the N of the 
rocky knoll at the tip of the promontory. The summit of this 
knoll, which stands to a height of about 14m above high
water mark and is partly composed of epidiorite, is 
surrounded by vestiges of an enclosure-wall. It is crowned by 
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the SE or seaward side-wall of a substantial building of 
elongated hall-like proportions which survives to a height of 
more than two main storeys. The upper and lower levels of 
the castle are linked by the remains of a stair which ascends 
from a small inner courtyard and traverses the site of a bridge 
built against the w face of the rock outcrop. The walls of the 
outer enclosure survive to a maximum visible height of 5·6 m 
in the vicinity of a sw sea-gate, and other lengths of courtyard 
walling still stand to a considerable height. 

SUMMARY 

The surviving fabric of the hall-building on the summit 270 

shows clear indications of at least one major phase of 
reconstruction, the original building-period probably falling 
within the early decades of the 16th century, and the 
reconstruction within the latter half of the same century. It 
overlies part of the circuit of a wall which follows a natural 
line of defence round the irregular outline of the summit 
area. This wall has itself undergone some reconstruction, 
especially where it underpins the main building, and, to judge 
from this local sequence of construction, it is probable that 
some lengths of wall formed part of the 'cast rum Dounowak' 
mentioned by Fordun in the later 14th century.l The outer 
courtyard appears to be substantially of 16th-century 
construction, and the visible modifications and repairs were 
probably carried out in the early 17th century. 
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The surviving visible portions of the castle thus appear to 
date mainly from the period after 1545 when it was regranted 
to its former owners, the MacDonalds of Dunivaig and the 
Glens (Co. Antrim). Deprived by the Crown of their 
possession of the castle after 1597, the later members of this 
family sought to wrest control of it from successive royal 
agents, and in the early years of the 17th century the castle 
was the centre of much military and political activity. The 
defences sustained a good deal of damage at this time, 
especially in the famous siege by royal forces under Sir Oliver 
Lambert in l6l5,and, following a further siege by rebels in 
1630, the castle survived a threat of demolition by its then 
owner, John Camp bell of Cawdor. The last recorded episode 
in the building's military history was the successful siege of its 
Royalist garrison by General David Leslie in 1647. 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The walls throughout are constructed of lime-mortared 
random-rubble masonry comprising slabs and split boulders 
of local extraction. The dressings of 'bluestone' or epidiorite 
which make up the slab lintels and jambs of the windows in 
the upper range are also oflocal origin. The windows of this 
building preserve some rybats of a fine-grained whiteish
coloured sandstone, and three dressed stones of similar 
character were recovered from an area of the foreshore sw of 
the sea-gate. 2 
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O UTER COURTYARD. This irregular seven-sided enclosure 
occupies the full width of the promontory, and the flanking E 

and w curtain-walls, which possess angled salients, rise 
directly above the boulder-strewn foreshore on each side. 
The courtyard measures 37 m in maximum internal length by 
23 m transversely, and the thickness of the curtain-wall varies 
from slightly more than 2 m to 3 m at the E flank and turf
covered N front. The w curtain-wall has a pronounced 
external batter, whilst the surviving facework of the E curtain 
and N front-wall is battered only at base. At the NW and NE 

angles there are foundations of a pair of angle-turrets or 
bastions which were laid out but probably never completed, 
that at the NE angle being backed by a blocked-up loop in the 
main curtain. 

The principal gateway is placed near the centre of the 
landward or N curtain-wall. A detailed account of the siege of 
1615 referred to the battering of ' a tower in which the rebelles 
held a gaurd over the porte that entereth the outeward 
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bawne',3 implying that the entry, if not actually towered 
itself, was certainly protected by a tower. The vestigial traces 
of the gateway suggest an opening about 1·8 m in width, and 
there are footings of a gatehouse extension or barbican 
immediately to the N. The gateway is flanked on the E by what 
appears to have been an intramural passage and a stair giving 
access to a parapet-walk. Within the thickness of the curtain
wall to the w of the entry is the upper part of a small partly 
circular and dome-vaulted chamber, reached apparently 
from one of the courtyard buildings (C), and now almost 
completely infilled. The original height and character of this 
chamber cannot be ascertained without excavation, but it 
may have been an oven. This may have been the feature that 
led an earlier commentator to identify one of the courtyard 
buildings, presumably C, as 'a baker's house'.4 

Within the courtyard and for the most part abutting the 
inner face of the N curtain there are the low turf-covered 
remains of four rectangular buildings (A- D) and what 
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Dunivaig Castle, Islay (No. 403) 
A. view from E 

B. outer courtyard from s B 

appears to be an open-ended shed (E) . The buildings are 
aligned roughly NE- SW, and the visible portions of the walls 
are of drystone construction varying between about 0·6 m 
and 1 m in thickness. The two larger structures (A . B) occupy 
the E half of the courtyard and are grouped around an oblong 
drystone shaft, possibly a well, in the NE corner. The shaft 
measures 1·6 m by 1· 3 m across the mouth and about 1· 5 m in 
visible depth. Building A , the easternmost of the group, 
measures 10· 3 m by 4· 3 m internally and has an entrance near 
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the centre of the NW side-wall . Building B, which flanks the 
main entrance, measures 11 ·6 m by 3·9 m, and there are 
possible entrances in both the wand S walls; the sw angle is 
noticeably rounded. On the opposite side of the entrance
passage there is the comparatively well-preserved building C 
that incorporates the mural vault noted above. Internally it 
measures 6·5m in length by 3·75m transversely and there is 
an entrance at the s end of the E side-wall. Building D is of 
similar dimensions, and was entered through a doorway in 
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the s end-wall. The adjacent structure CE) is of indetenninate 
character, measuring 3·4m across the open sw end by 2·9m 
in maximum internal length. 

At the sw angle of the courtyard there are the remains of a 
272A sea-gate which is fronted by a boat-landing formed partly 

between roughly parallel lines of boulders on the foreshore. 
This gateway, which has splayed ingoings, measures almost 
6 m in width internally and can probably be identified as 'the 
arche, oute of which there [the rebels'] boate was launched 
into the sea' in 1615. 5 The actual portal and its external 
surround no longer survive, and between the existing 
gatepiers there are fragmentary wall-foundations; this 
suggests the possibility that the gate is an enlargement of an 
earlier and narrower opening in the same position. At the 
extreme wangle of the courtyard there is evidence of another 
gateway, now blocked up, incorporating outward-splayed 
jambs and a stepped external approach leading directly from 
the foreshore . The two-phase blocking has the appearance of 
a makeshift repair, and probably dates from one of the 
military episodes in the early 17th century. In the w curtain
wall there are the Iintelled embrasures of two slits or loops, 
one in each flank of the angled salient. They possess both 
curved and straight ingoings but their external surrounds no 
longer survive. Vestiges of a blocked-up embrasure 
apparently of similar character can also be seen at the NE 

angle. 

INNER COURTYARD AND STAIR. The mutilated and partly 
infilled remains of a gateway giving access to the upper levels 
of the castle are located in the s wall6 of the outer courtyard. 
Its inner face has splayed ingoings and is ceiled by a 
segmental rubble vault, while a pair of mural sockets in the 
ingoings was probably designed to receive the timber head of 
an associated door-surround. The gateway opens into a 
roughly triangular enclosure situated immediately beneath 
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Dunivaig Castle, Islay (No. 403) 
A. sea-gate from SE 
B. curtain-wall and site of bridge from w 

A 

the main crag, an area that probably corresponds with 'the 
inward bawne' to which Lambert alluded in 1615.7 His 
report implies that the castle well also lay in this vicinity, but 
his own artillery bombardment 'yillded such aboundance of 
rewins and rubbidge' that the inner bawn and the well were 
'chockt upp' and there is no reference to the well in a slightly 
later description of activities in and around the inner bawn. 8 

Against the outer face of the curtain-wall there are the 
remains of a buttress or platfonn, added probably to make 
good some of the damage incurred in 1615. 

The site of a bridge, which is described in at least one 
account as 'the draw brig', 9 is marked by a I · 5 m'gap between 
a pair of substantial masonry abutments built against the w 
face of the main rock outcrop at the s angle of the inner 
courtyard. The upper or s abutment, which is based partly on 
natural rock and is drained by a weep-hole at base, stands 
almost intact to a height of 3·8 m. A surviving corbel on its w 
side is probably one of a pair which supported a timber 
runner beneath the bridge, and the threshold is flanked by 
dwarf-walls rebated to receive an inward-opening gate. The 
remains of a narrow staircase ascend thence to a sw turret, 
and the fragmentary outer wall of the stair is interspersed 
with outcrops of rock. About 2 m s of the bridge the wall is 
pierced by part of an embrasure of a slit or loop covering the 
sea-gate and boat-landing below. 

The projecting sw turret or bastion is of roughly ovoid 
plan, measuring about 7 m in maximum diameter over a 
grass-covered interior. It stands on a spur of rock below the 
level of the main summit, and appears to have served as a 
defensive platfonn of intennediate height protecting the w 
flank of the castle and immediately overlooking the mouth of 
Lagavulin Bay. A wall, which measures I m in width and 5 m 
in length, extends E from the turrets spanning a deep fissure 
in the rock and thence rising to the summit where it abuts the 
wall that underlies the main superstructure. About midway 
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Dunivaig Castle, Islay (No. 403) 
A. interior of hall-building from NW 

B. view from s 

along its length the inner face of this link-wall is itself abutted 
by a 2 m stretch of walling forming a minor platform between 
the turret and the main summit. 

SUMMIT AREA. The remains of a lime-mortared wall follow 
the irregular configuration of the summit area, and the best
preserved length of walling is a curved stretch in the NW 
section. On the S side the curtain extends beyond the face of 

2738 the standing building and returns beneath the oversailing sw 
angle, which is boldly cantilevered on a series of slab-corbels. 
At the SE angle the building is carried on a lofty and battered 
substructure or buttress, whose random-rubble masonry 
contrasts with the partly coursed split boulders of the main 

27JA wall-face. This s side-wall survives to an average height of 
273A two storeys, although a portion towards the wend stands 

slightly higher, and a latrine in the SE angle evidently served a 
third floor or parapet. There are fragmentary remains of the 
associated end-walls, while earth-covered mounds indicate 
the approximate position of the N side-wall. The main block 
thus appears to have been rectangular on plan, measuring 
internally 11 ·3 m in length by about 6 m transversely. The s 

270 side-wall is markedly wedge-shaped on plan, widening from 
a ground-floor thickness of I m at the sw angle to 3·1 m at the 
SE, where the extra thickness encroaches upon the internal 
floor-area. 

The ground floor of the main block contains three slit
windows which have slab-lintelled embrasures with 
variously-angled splayed ingoings. The best-preserved E 
window has a deep and narrow tunnel embrasure, and the 
external surround is almost completely formed by 
monolithic slabs that contain sockets for a window-grille. In 
the sw angle there is a small aumbry containing a splayed 
drainage chute or slop sink which discharges over a crude 
projecting external spout. The fragmentary portion of the 
adjacent wend-wall, which measures 1·4m in thickness as 
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B 

compared to about I m for the corresponding E wall, 
incorporates a straight ingo and the canted seating of an 
arch-springer above, probably a vestige of a kitchen 
fireplace. The floors were evidently timber-joisted, and a 
large corbel situated approximately midway along the inner 
face of the s wall probably supported a timber runner 
beneath the hearthstone of a fireplace above. 

In the existing first-floor arrangement there is a centrally
placed 3 m-wide mural recess which is almost certainly the 
rear of a hall fireplace. It is flanked by a pair of splayed 
window-embrasures whose external surrounds incorporate 
sandstone rybats of the kind noted above. A rybat of the 
westernmost first-floor window is rebated internally and 
wrought with a 90 mm chamfer on the external arris. Two 
blocked-up windows with crude square-arrised rubble jambs 
can be seen in the external wall-face behind the fireplace. 

The remains of an E annexe are represented at the SE angle 
by the stub of an obliquely aligned wall which incorporates 
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part of a garderobe system. At first-floor level there are the 
blocked-up remains of a small box-garderobe projected on 
slab-corbels and formerly lit by slit-windows in the E wall. Its 
outer wall incorporates a discharge-chute from a latrine 
serving the floor above, and the mural recess at ground level 
may also have been part of this series of garderobes. 

LATER SETTLEMENT AND SIEGE WORKS. The foundations of 
269A groups of small two- and three-roomed buildings of l8th

century or later date lie within the vicinity of the NE approach 
to the castle, and much of the promontory shows evidence of 
turf-dyking, drainage and ploughing, all presumably a result 
of land use in the period following the abandonment of the 
castle. 

Descriptions of the siege of February 1615 refer to the 
preparation of an artillery platform and adjacent trenches 
placed 'in the moist commodious pairts round abowt the 
castell so as thair was no hoip for the rebelles to eshaipe the 
land'.lo Over 200 m ENE of the castle there is a large 

268 rectangular and partly scarped platform which dominates 
the landward approaches to the castle and is now partly 
occupied by a modern house. Early editions of the OS map 
show that the platform preceded the construction of this 
house, and it may have originated at the time of the 1615 
siege, this site lying well within the range of the ordnance 
employed on that occasion. 

HISTORICAL NOTE 

This site has probably invited occupation and fortification 
from at least the Early Historic period, but the first specific 
reference to a castle of Dunivaig was made by the chronicler 
John of Fordun in the later 14th century. About that period 
possession of the stronghold passed from the Lords of the 
Isles to a cadet branch of the family, the MacDonalds of 
Dunivaig and the Glens, who held the castle until after their 
rebellion and forfeiture in 1494. Thereafter, Dunivaig and 
much ofIslay were held with royal support by John MacIan 
of Ardnamurchan, who in 1514-16 took measures for the 
supply and defence of the castle in the face of a MacDonald 
insurrection. Upon his death in 1519 the 'keping of the hous 
of Dunnewig' was deputed by the Earl of Argyll to his 
brother, Sir John Campbell of Cawdor. The castle later 
became a direct possession of the Crown and was then 
regranted to James MacDonald of Dunivaig whose Scottish 
lands were formally erected into the barony ofBarr in 1545.11 

During the MacDonald-MacLean feud of the last quarter 
of the 16th century, and probably after 1586, Dunivaig was 
besieged on at least one occasion and, because of the 
obdurate behaviour of Angus MacDonald, King James VI 
finally took the castle into royal custody in 1596/7. 
Commissions were issued to the same end in 1601 and 1605, 
and early in 1606 Angus was subjected to an act of caution 
for the maintenance of a royal garrison in the castle for a 
period of three months. Direct royal control was considered 
to be the best solution, however, and under threat of siege in 
1608 Dunivaig was handed over to the royal lieutenants, 
Lord Ochiltree and Andrew Knox, Bishop of the Isles. A 
garrison consisting of a captain and 24 soldiers was housed 
there, and in 1610, when Dunivaig was granted as a life-rent 
to the bishop to be maintained at his own expense, the 
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incumbents were required to 'deliver upoun inventorie all 
suche poulder, bullet, musket and other warfar provision as 
was left unto thame for keping of the same house'. 12 

In April 1614, according to information presented to the 
Council by Sir James, son of Angus MacDonald, the castle 
was captured by a small band under Ronald Oig, 'a 
vagabound fellow without ony certane residence' who 
claimed to be a natural son of Angus MacDonald. In a wood 
nearby they evidently made some ladders with which they 
scaled the outer wall, and when the castle gates were opened 
they took the house and ousted the bishop's small garrison. 
Shortly afterwards they themselves were besieged by Angus 
Oig MacDonald and Coli Ciotach MacGillespie, and 
apparently after six days were compelled to escape 'at a bak 
yett in a litle boat with sex oares which lay at the castle' . 13 

Angus Oig thereupon refused to release his hold on the castle, 
placing Coli Ciotach in command of the garrison, and in the 
following September a military expedition under Bishop 
Knox failed to regain the stronghold. A punitive royal 
expedition under the overall command of Sir John Campbell 
ofCawdor was therefore planned in October, and in order to 
avoid a protracted siege an additional force of 200 soldiers 
and heavy ordnance were shipped from Ireland. The artillery 
was to be 'sufficient for the battery and forcinge of the said 
house of Dunevege, which wee are informed is a place of 
good strength, being strongly built of it selfe, and, besides, it 
i$ compassed with iii stone walles, each of them conteyninge 
thirty and sixe feet in thickness'. The besieging force under 
Sir Oliver Lambert completed their artillery platform at the 
end of January 1615 and on 1 February began their 
bombardment of the castle, which failed to live up to its 
reputation. As Lambert later reported to King James VI, 
'Three dayes batterye with the ordnance wee used was 
powerful to ruyne the whole howse, invincible without the 
canon and famyn'. 14* 

In accordance with the terms of the charter issued to Sir 
John Camp bell of Cawdor in November 1614 Dunivaig 
Castle became the principal messuage of the newly erected 
barony of Islay. In the following June, however, it was 
recaptured by Sir James MacDonald, who claimed that he 
'tooke it from Calderis menne in the speace of one day, killed 
part of thame vpone the greene of the house, chaised in the 
rest, tooke there watter and two barmkines', and in another 
account of the same incident he added that he had set fire to 
the yett of the inner barmkin. It was later reported that 
MacDonald and his associates considered that Dunivaig was 
'nocht hable to be manned' , probably as a result of the' 
damage it had sustained earlier in the year, and in October 
Coli Ciotach, who had held the castle for Sir James, readily 
ceded possession of it to the Earl of Argyll before the siege 
artillery was landed on Islay.15 

The castle continued to serve, however, as the principal 
Campbell residence on the island and remained a symbolic 
focus for local disaffection. After an unsuccessful assault by a 
group oflocal rebels in 1630 the Privy Council agreed in the 
following year to John Campbell's petition 'to demolisce and 
cast downe the said hous to the ground, so as it serve not 
theirefter for a beild, ressett, or starting holl to the rebellis of 
the YlIes', a recommendation that King James VI had 
previously made to his father, Sir John. The proposal 
evidently remained unexecuted for in July 1647, after their 
commander, Coli Ciotach, had been captured during a 
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parley, a Royalist garrison in the castle was able to offer 
short but stout resistance to a besieging army under General 
David Leslie and was ultimately able to secure favourable 
terms of surrender. Leslie commented in a despatch that his 
problems of food and munitions were compounded by 'the 
strength and scituation of the place'; mining was out of the 
question because of the rocks, and although he had sent to 
Ireland for storming ladders Dunivaig was 'scarse 
stormable', the house in his opinion being 'weel furnished 
and manned' . This was one of the last recorded episodes in 
the building's military history, and the long cherished 
proposal to replace the castle as a dwelling by 'a more 
commodious hous ... in a more proper pairt of the yle' was 
finally effected by Hugh Campbell in about 1677 (see below, 
Islay House, No. 411).16 

404 Castle, Finlaggan, Islay 
NR388681 May 1981 

These remains occupy two small islands at the NE end of Loch 
Finlaggan, a secluded inland loch about 2 km in length, 
situated some 4· 5 km sw of Port Askaig at a height of 50 m 
OD. The larger of the two islands, Eilean Mor, measures 
about 180 m from NE to sw by about 75 m transversely, while 
the smaller, Eilean na Comhairle, is roughly circular, 
measuring about 30 m in diameter. 

Extensive traces of buildings are visible on both islands, 

CASTLES, TOWERS AND FORTIFICATIONS No. 404 

but with the exception of two relatively well-preserved 
structures on Eilean Mor, the remains are reduced in height 
to the lowest courses of their walls, and identification and 
analysis are made more difficult by the profuse growth of 
vegetation that now covers them. 

EILEAN M6R (,great isle'). The N tip of the island is 
separated from the mainland by a narrow reed-grown 
channel of shallow water. There is no trace of an early 
causeway at this point, but about 33 m to the sw a rough line 
of large boulders, some 2 m in width, can be seen projecting 
northwards from the NW shore of the island immediately 
below the surface of the loch. This may be the remains of a 
causeway, notwithstanding the fact that no corresponding 
remains are now visible at the expected point of junction with 
the mainland, a little to the E of the place where a stone dyke 
runs down to the loch shore. Access to the island may usually 
have been obtained by boat, however, for a small jetty, 
roughly constructed of large boulders, runs into the loch 
from the NW shore of the island about 55 m NE of its southern 
extremity. Pennant and other later writers noted the 
existence on the mainland shore of a pier, 'and on a stone is 
cut, A.IL or Aeneas (Angus) the second, one of the lords of 
the isles, in whose reign it was founded '. There are now no 
traces of this pier or of the houses of the MacDonald guards 
that are supposed to ha ve stood thereabouts. 1 

From the jetty a path rises in an easterly direction towards 
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a large, rectangular building CA on Fig.) which appears to be 
the nucleus of the complex of structures that occupies the sw 
portion of the island. This building measures 18·6m from NE 

to SW by 8·8 m transversely over walls about I m in thickness; 
the masonry is bonded in lime mortar and there is some 
evidence of the use of yellow sandstone dressings. A stone 
partition-wall, Q'6m in thickness, traverses the building 
towards its NE end, and incorporates two rebated doorways 
giving access from the greater room to the lesser; the 
principal entrance-doorway appears to have been situated in 
the SE wall a little to the sw of this partition. The plan of this 
building suggests that it was a hall, with a service area at its NE 

end. 
From the SE wall of the hall, but apparently having no 

direct communication with it, there projects a small 
rectangular building CB) measuring about 7·6m by 5·5m 
over all, and having traces of two doorways placed opposite 
to each other in the side-walls. To the E of building Band 

277 

176 

1778 



No. 404 CASTLES, TOWERS AND FORTIFICATIONS 

running parallel to it there is a relatively well-preserved two
storeyed building (C) whose gable-walls still rise almost to 

178A,C their full heights. This measures 7·3 m by 6·4 m over walls 
0·8 m in thickness; the masonry, which is of roughly-coursed 
rubble laid in lime mortar, embodies a number of square 
putlog-holes in the upper portions of the gable-walls. The 
steep gable-copings evidently incorporated a number of 
stones set at right angles to the rake. There is evidence of a 
doorway and of a window at ground-floor level in the sw 
wall, while at the same level the NW gable incorporates a 
service-hatch or low window directly facing the presumed 
site of the hall doorway. The splayed jambs of this opening 
are rebated for a frame behind which there is provision for a 

1788 sliding bar, and the embrasure has a segmental-headed 
relieving arch. To the NE of this window there is a small 
aumbry, and there is another in the SE wall. On the upper 
floor there is a window in the SE gable having provision for a 
shutter secured by a sliding draw-bar. Its external surround 
incorporates fragments of coarse-grained red sandstone, 
probably of Old Red Sandstone age, of a type which 
outcrops at Red Cove, Killean, Kintyre (NR687428), and a 
piece of buff sandstone similar to that in Kildalton Church 
(No. 367), which may have been derived from the 
Machrihanish area of Kintyre; these fragments were 
probably reused from an earlier building. About 0·7 m above 
the lintel of this window there is an external intake-course. 
There is another small window high up in the NW gable, its 
lintel coinciding with an internal intake-course which does 
not correspond in height to the one in the opposite wall. 
There is evidence neither of a fireplace nor of a stair, and 
access to the upper floor was probably obtained by means of 
a ladder. The functions of this building and of the 
neighbouring structure (B) are uncertain, but their proximity 
to the hall (A) suggests that they were utilised for service 
purposes. 

To the NE of building C there are remains of what appears 
to have been a passageway (D), beyond which there are two 
contiguous subrectangular buildings (E, F) of which the 
larger (F) seems to have had opposed entrance-doorways in 
the side-walls; to the E there is a small horseshoe-shaped 
enclosure (FJ) . Building E appears to be of later date than 
building F. Immediately to the N of these two buildings there 
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Castle, Finlaggan, Islay (No. 404); building C 
A. view from N 

B. interior of NW gable-wall 
C. plan 

is a terrace which incorporates a small stone-lined depression 
(G), perhaps a well. The terrace continues eastwards towards 
a pair of poorly preserved buildings (H, J), of which the 
fonner, at least, comprised two rooms. 

On the N side of the hall, and immediately to the E of the 
jetty, there are traces of another two subrectangular 
buildings. The larger (K) measures 11·9 m from NE to sw by 
7 m transversely over all and comprised a single room, while 
the smaller (L), which runs at right angles to it, evidently 
comprised two rooms. To the sw of the hall there is another 
pair of buildings (M, N), linked together by a short stretch of 
wall; the larger one (M), which has markedly rounded 
internal corners, has a wing or annexe on its NW side. 

Beyond building M, and occupying the sw extremity of the 
island, there is a rectangular building (P) measuring 1l·5m 
from NE to sw by 6·8 m transversely over walls about 0·7 m in 
thickness; the masonry is of rubble laid in lime mortar. The 
building appears to have comprised two rooms of similar size 
entered from a central passage to which access was gained 
from an entrance-doorway in the SE wall. Close to the w 
corner of the building a wall projects NW towards the loch, to 
fonn the sw tennination of a rough terrace or revetment 
which runs parallel and adjacent to the NW wall of the main 
structure. In view both of its position and of its superior 
construction it is possible that building P, together with its 
neighbours M and N, constituted the residential quarters of 
the MacDonald Lords ofthe Isles. 
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A. Castle, Finlaggan, Islay (No. 404); plan of chapel (building Q) 

The best-preserved building among the complex of 
structures that occupies the NE portion of the island is the 
chapel (Q) , which measures 10·1 m from E to w by 6·1 m 
transversely over walls some 0·8 m in thickness. The walls 
stand to a maximum height of about 3 m, and are constructed 
in roughly coursed rubble bonded with lime mortar; the 
quoins and other dressings may have been of freestone, but 
none survive. A number of medieval graveslabs (infra) are 
preserved within the chapel, but otherwise the building is 
now featureless, except for a gap in the masonry towards the 
wend of the s wall, which no doubt marks the position of the 
entrance-doorway. The dedication was to St Finlagan, 
supposedly a contemporary of St Columba, and this name 
afterwards came to be applied to the site as a whole. 2 

On the S side of the chapel there is a small partly enclosed 
area, probably a burial-ground. This is defined on its N side 
by the chapel, on its E and s sides by a steep rock-face which 
falls to the shore, and on its w side by building J. According 
to Pennant, the wives and children of the Lords of the Isles 
were buried on Eilean Mor, while they themselves were 
interred on the Island ofIona.3 Towards the sw corner of the 
burial-ground there are the remains of a rough stone 
platform about 1·8 m square (R), which may be a base for a 
free-standing cross. To the w of the chapel there is a 
subrectangular building (S) with opposed doorways in the 
side-walls. 

Three more buildings (T- V) lie to the NE of the chapel. 
Building T, which is oval on plan, had an entrance in its N 
wall, while building U, which is round-ended, evidently 
comprised two rooms. From the poorly preserved remains of 
building Va dyke runs eastwards to the loch shore, thence 
turning to the NW to traverse the N portion of the island, 
before returning southwards and eastwards to join building 
S. Within the large enclosure thus formed there may be seen 
two groups of rigs, the larger group running from NW to SE 
and the smaller, separated from the first group by a narrow 
drainage-channel, from sw to NE. During the occupation of 
the island this enclosure may have served as a garden, but 
latterly it appears to have been utilised for arable 
cultivation.4 

In the E corner of the enclosure there is another smaller 
enclosure (W) having an entrance in its NW side, beyond 
which there are traces of a small building (X). Close to the sw 
corner of the main enclosure there is a subrectangular 
building (Y), having a horseshoe-shaped platform or 
enclosure (YJ) open on its s side; the relationship of this 
building and its platform to the enclosure dyke suggests that 
the building antedates the dyke. About 13 m to the NE of 
building Y there is a reed-grown depression (2) measuring 
about 2· 7 m square which may have been a well. 
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El LEAN NA COMHAIRLE ('council isle'). This island is 
separated from Eilean Mor by a channel measuring about 
45 m at its minimum width . Access between the two islands 276 

was obtained by means of a stone causeway of which 277A 
considerable traces still remain at its centre and N end. In 
these areas, where the water is fairly shallow, the causeway 
can be seen to have a width of about 2 m, each side being 
defined by a line of large boulders. One or two of the stones 
protruded above water-level at the date of visit. 

The channel deepens considerably at its sw end and there 
are now no traces of a causeway at this point; it is possible 
that this part of the channel was spanned by a timber bridge 
but no traces of such a structure are now visible. In addition 
to the causeway there are the remains of two small jetties, one 
on the w shore of the island and the other on the E shore; both 
are roughly formed oflarge boulders. 

The centre of the island rises above the level of the loch to a 
maximum height of about 2·4m, the central area being 
defined on its w, sand E sides by a steeply sloping bank. 
Although now turf-covered, it seems likely that this bank is 
artificial, either in whole or in part, for at several points on its 
circumference (cf. Fig.) fragments of masonry can be seen, 176 

one of them showing traces of lime mortar in the interstices. 
The scanty remains of three subrectangular buildings (a-c) 
can be seen within the central area. The largest of them (a), 
which measures about 11 m from NW to SE by 6·7m 
transversely over all, appears to have contained two rooms, 
each served by its own doorway in opposite side-walls. 
Monro's account (infra) identifies this island as the site of the 
Council-house, or place of assembly, of the Council of the 
Isles, but none of the existing buildings appears well suited 
for such a purpose. A table of stone, 'where this council sat in 
the Isle of Finlaggan', is said to have been 'carried away by 
Argyle with the bells that were at Icolumkill' , probably 
during an expedition by the Marquess of Argyll about 1642. s 

B. (No. 404); woodcut of carved fragment 

CARVED STONE 

Part of the rim of a stone basin, decorated with an undulating 
plant-stem of medieval character, was found 'under the ruins 
of the east end of the chapel' about 1830.6* The present 
whereabouts of this fragment, which may have formed part 
of a font or stoup, is unknown. 

F UNERARY MONUMENTS 

The following medieval stones are inside the chapel, except 
numbers 3 and 8, which could not be identified at the date of 
visit. 

(l) Tapered slab, measuring 0·98 m by 0·32 m, 180A 

presumably intended for a child. Within a single plain 
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A(l) 

Finlaggan (No. 404) 
A. graveslab 
B. effigy 

moulding there is a long-shafted foliated cross rising from a 
semicircular foliated base. To the right of the shaft is a sword 
with lobated pommel and inclined quillons, and to the left a 
double plant-scroll. (Graham, Islay , pI. iii, 8). Iona school, 
14th century. 

(2) Tapered slab, now broken across, measuring I ·07 m by 
O· 33 m. At the left is a sword similar to that on number I, and 
at the right a plant-scroll which appears to terminate at the 
top in confronted animals' heads. The slab is bordered by a 
single roll-moulding, with an additional roll below the left 
quill on of the sword. (Graham, Islay, pI. iii, 7). Iona school, 
14th- 15th century. 

(3) Graham mentions 'two fragments of a child's 
gravestone', but gives no further details. (Graham, Islay, 
p. 30, no. 9). 

(4) Tapered slab, 1·72 m by 0·46 m in former width at the 
head; much worn, it is broken across near the foot, and the 
top right corner is missing. Within a double roll-moulding, 
there is a galley at the top, and then a sword similar to that on 
number I at the right, and a plant-scroll at the left. (Graham 
Islay, p. 30, no. 10). Iona school, 14th- 15th century. 

(5) Tapered slab, 1·77 m by 0-48 m; it is much worn. At the 
top there has been a galley within a roll-moulding and then, 
in a separate panel bordered by an additional double
moulding, there are three swords with lobated pommels and 
inclined quillons. The central sword is raised above a 
rectangular panel at the foot of the slab, and flanking its hilt 
there are two small ring-headed crosses rising from 
semicircular bases. (GAGM cast, no. IS3; Graham, Islay, 
pI. ii, 4). 14th- 15th century. 

(6) Lower part of a tapered slab with bevelled edges, 
0·99 m long, lacking the bottom left corner. The edges are 
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ornamented with a cable-moulding and a plain moulding. It 
bears a series of large foliaceous circles, and at the bottom a 
pair of ?shears. (Graham, Islay, p.30, no. 12). 14th-15th 
century. 

(7) Tapered slab, 1·73m by 0·46m, with bevelled edges 
decorated with double roll-mouldings. The lower third of the 
slab is undecorated, while above it a central stem produces 
pairs oflarge leaves, with pellets at the outer edges. At the top 
there is a large anvil, which may be an addition since it 
encroaches on the foliage and is more deeply incised, but is of 
a type found on other medieval slabs. 7 (Graham, Islay, pI. iii, 
5, shows upper part only). 14th-early 16th century. 

(S) Fragment of a tapered slab, 0'24m long by 0'33m 
wide; much worn. A photograph taken in 1938 shows that 
within a double moulding there were traces of foliaceous 
ornament, and a ?label for an inscription. (Report on 
sculptured stones, Islay, by HM Office of Works, 1935, in 
possession of Islay Estates Company, no. 9A). 14th-early 
16th century. 

(9) Tapered slab measuring 1·74m by 0·47m. Apart from 
a triple roll-moulding round the margin, no decoration is 
now visible, and it is probable that the surface of the slab has 
always been plain. (Graham, Islay, p. 30, no. 11). 14th-early 
16th century. 

(10) Upper part of a tapered slab, 1·ISm by 0·44 m, 
similar to number S.14th-early 16th century. 

(11) Tapered slab, 1·87 m in length, bearing the low-relief 
effigy of a man in armour. The top left corner is missing, and 
the top right corner, including the greater part of the 
inscription, has also been broken off since the stone was 
photographed by Graham. The figure wears a conical 
bascinet, an aventail or coif of mail, and a knee-length 
aketon with elbow-straps. Suspended from his waist-belt 
there is a large sword with lobated pommel and inclined 
quillons, and his right hand grasps the end of the belt; the 
lower part of the scabbard bears a series of diamonds, in 
imitation of tooled leatherwork. At the foot of the slab a 
panel cut back to a lower level bears an incised galley with 
animal-heads at stem and stern, but without a sail. To the 
right of the figure's head there is a black-letter inscription 
whose final line was carved on the roll-moulding that borders 
the slab. It reads: 

HIC IA(CE)T DON/ ALDUS[FILlUS] / PATRI[CI(I) 

CELE/STINI] 

'Here lies Donald, son of Pat rick, son ofCelestinus'. 

The person commemorated was probably a member of a 
local family and, since the name Celestinus is the Latin 
equivalent of the Gaelic Gi/I-easbuig, he may have been the 
Donald McIllaspy (MacGill-easbuig) who held the lands of 
Finlaggan in 1541. (Steer and Bannerman, Monumental 
Sculpture, inscription no. 41 and pp. 77-S; Graham, Islay, 
pI. ii, 3). c.1500- 1560. 

(12) Upper part of a tapered slab with bevelled edges 
measuring 0·91 m by 0·42 m. At the top it bears the hull of a 
boat, and below at the left a sword resembling that on 
number I. Both motifs are deeply incised and are probably 
secondary, the low rounded stern of the boat being unlike 
that of the true West Highland galley. The sword, however, 
may represent a recutting of the original design. (Graham, 
Islay , pI. iii, 6). 
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HISTORICAL NOTE 

Although a site of major historical importance, Finlaggan is 
poorly documented. The earliest record of the place is to be 
found in the 17th-century Book of Clanranald, which 
attributes to John I, Lord of the Isles (d. 1387), the 
construction or reconstruction of several churches, including 
the chapel of 'oilen Fionlagain' (Finlaggan island). In John 
of Fordun's account of the Western Isles, compiled at about 
that time, it is stated that the Lord of the Isles possessed two 
dwelling-houses (mansiones) on Islay in addition to Dunivaig 
Castle, and one of these is likely to have been Finlaggan. 
There is no contemporary record of the Council of the Isles 
having met at Finlaggan, but Alexander, Lord of the Isles, 
granted charters from there in 1427 and 1432. The present 
condition of the existing remains precludes close dating, but 
it is probable that most of the buildings described above, 
including the hall and chapel, belong to the late medieval 
period.9 

The earliest detailed account of the site is that compiled in 
1549 by Dean Monro which deserves quotation at length. 
'Ellan Finlagan in the middis oflla ane fair lie in fresh water 
Loch. Into this lie of Finlagan the Lords of the lies, quhen 
thai callit thame selfis Kings of the lies, had wont to remain 
oft in this lie forsaid to thair counsell: for thai had the lie well 
biggit in palace-wark according to thair auld fassoun , 
quhairin thai had ane fair chapell. Besides this lie be ane 
pennystane cast till it thair is ane uther lie sumquhat les, fair 
and round, quhairin thai had thair Counsellhouse biggit, 
throw the quhilk the said lie is callit in Irish Ellan na 
comharle, and in English is callit the Counsell-lIe. In this lie 
thair conveinit 14 of the lies best Barons, that is to say, four 
greatest of the Nobles callit Lords; to wit Mcgillane of 
Doward (MacLean of Duart), Mcgillane of Lochbuy 
(MacLean of Lochbuie), Mccloyde of Saray (MacLeod of 
Harris), and Mccloyde of Leozus (MacLeod of Lewis). Thir 
four Barons forsaid might be callit Lords, and were haldin as 
Lords at sic time. Four Thanes ofles living and estate; to wit, 
Mcginnihin (MacKinnon), Mcnaie (?MacQuarrie of Ulva), 
Mcneill of Gighay and Mcneill of Barray. Uther four great 
men of living of thair royall blude of Clan-donald lineally 
descend it; to wit Clan-donald of Kintyre, Mcane of 
Ardnanmirquhame (MacIan of Ardnamurchan), Clan
Ronald, and Clan-Alister Carryche in Lochaber 
(MacDonald of Keppoch); with the Bishop and the Abbot of 
Icolmkill. Thir 14 persons sat down into the Counsell-lIe, 
and decernit, decreitit and gave suits furth upon all 
debaitable matters according to the Laws made be Renald 
McSomharkle (Reginald, son of Somerled) callit in his time 
King of the Occident lies, and albeit thair Lord were at his 
hunting or at ony uther games, zit thai sate every ane at thair 
Counsell ministring justice. In thair time thair was great 
peace and welth in the lies throw the ministration of 
justice.'IO 

Accounts of the Council of the Isles and of the installation 
of the Lords of the Isles at Finlaggan are also given by 
MacDonald and Martin, both of whom mention the 
existence of a stone of inauguration. This stone, which is 
described as being about 2·1 m square and bearing the mark 
of a footprint in which the new Lord stood, cannot now be 
identified. II 

The chapel was in the patronage of the Lords of the Isles, 
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and, after the forfeiture of the Lordship about 1493, of the 
Crown. Presentations to the chaplainry, which at that period 
was held along with the nearby chapel ofKiells (No. 327), are 
recorded in 1503, 1527 and 1542. The lands of Ballachlavin 
(Balleclauane) , attached to the chapel of Ylane Inlagane, are 
listed among church property in a rental of 1509.12 

The status of the domestic buildings on the site after the 
forfeiture of the Lordship is uncertain. In 1541 Finlaggan 
and two neighbouring properties were held from the Crown 
by Donald McIllaspy, probably a member of a well
established local family (supra) , but it is not clear from 
Monro's account of 1549 whether the buildings were 
occupied, and when Martin visited the site at the end of the 
following century they were ruinous. Later writers offer little 
additional descriptive information, and their accounts have 
recently been summarised by R W Munro, who provides the 
most complete modern history of the site. 13 

405 Fortification, Loch an Sgoltaire, Colonsay 
NR386972 April 1978 

This early 17th-century artillery fortification stands upon the 
largest of a group of islands in Loch an Sgoltaire, a stretch of 
water that is surrounded by low hills and lies within easy 
reach of the NW coast of Colons ay at Uragaig. The surviving 
remains of the fort were modified and added to during the 
course of the 19th century when the island was used as a 
retreat by the owners of nearby Colonsay House (No. 409), 
the most obvious result of this activity having been the 
erection of a small summer-house or arbour within the inner 
enclosure. 

m F=::=='=:O: '=' ~1e=~=2,,=p==~3F.~==4""P=:'l:'~5,o 
Et. 5'0 Mo 150 
Fortification, Loch an Sgoltaire, Colonsay (No. 405); plan 

The layout of the fortification in its existing form can best 
be appreciated by reference to the accompanying plan. It 
consists of a roughly concentric system of defences, 
incorporating outer and inner thick-walled curtains. The 
outer enceinte is a pentagonal enclosure measuring 33 m in 
maximum extent from E to w by over 30 m from N to s. There 
are remains of roughly circular drum-bastions at all except 
the W salient, and a pair of partly rebuilt towers of this kind 
flank a round-arched entrance-gateway in the N sector. These 
reconstructed portions of walling exhibit traces of later lime 
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A. Fortification, Loch an Sgoltaire, Colonsay (No. 405); view from SE 

mortar and lime pointing, but they are otherwise of drystone 
rubble construction with a pronounced batter on both faces 
of the curtain. The wall measures about 2 m in average 
thickness at base, and the well-preserved NW and sw lengths 
of curtain survive to an external height of about 1·25 m. The 
bastions vary between 4m and 5·5m in diameter, while the SE 
bastion, which has undergone later reconstruction, is of an 
elongated elliptical plan. 

The N gateway and the E circuit of this outer enclosure skirt 
the water's edge, whilst the remainder of the island is 
circumscribed by a low stone kerb. Outside the fortified 
enclosure in the s half of the island there are vestiges of a 
rectangular walled enclosure incorporating an oblong 
sunken pit in the SE angle; the enclosure measures 11 m in 
ascertainable length from N to s by 9 m transversely within 
walls 0·6 m in thickness. 

The inner enceinte is a compact and irregular but 
approximately square enclosure, measuring about 15 m from 
E to w by 14 m over opposite faces of the curtain-wall. It 
incorporates four rounded angle-bastions which are from 
4 m to 4· 5 m in diameter. The curtain-wall stands to a 
maximum external height of2 m along the N front, and is also 
about 2 m in average thickness. A round-arched gateway 
with stepped approach and crenellated parapet above is 
located in the centre of the N wall, but much of the entrance 
and adjacent lengths of lime-pointed walling appear to have 
been reconstructed in the 19th century. Some of the bastions 
also possess a reconstructed 0·5 m high crenellated parapet, 
the best-preserved outward-splayed crenelles being on the NW 
bastion. A narrow intramural stair gives access to the wall
head of the NE bastion, and in the diagonally opposite corner 
adjacent to the sw bastion there is a small 0·3 m-square 
aumbry of uncertain purpose. 

The summer-house is a plain single-storeyed and hip
roofed building measuring 5·65 m square. The principal or NE 
frontage has a central doorway with flanking windows and is 
surmounted by a rounded pediment; the rear or sw wall 
contains a central fireplace set between a pair of niches. 

The site is well suited to the type of island-refuge that 
evidently prevailed in this region during the later medieval 
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and post-medieval periods, but the survIVIng remains 
probably date substantially from the period of Sir James 
MacDonald's rebellion in 1615. A report of 26 June of that 
year recorded that upon his arrival on Colonsay a few days 
earlier Sir James 'maid ane strenth in it upon ane fresch 
wattir loch in ane eylanne', the design and construction of the 
fortification being similar to that erected in Loch Gorm, 
Islay, (No. 406) at about the same time.! 

I 
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B. Castle, Loch Gorm, Islay (No. 406); general plan 

406 Castle, Loch Gorm, Islay 
NR234654 May 1976 

The surviving remains of this fortification, which date 
mainly from the late 16th and early 17th centuries, stand 
upon a small natural island some O' 35 km from the SE shore 
of Loch Gorm. The island is of an irregular but roughly 
circular shape, measuring 48 m in maximum extent from NE 
to sw, and is circumscribed by a boulder-strewn shore-line. 
The fortification occupies the central area of the island and 
stands to a maximum external height of about 2·4 m. 

As can be seen from the plan, it is of an overall 
quadrangular layout incorporating boldly-projecting and 
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I 
Castle, Loch Gonn, [slay (No. 406); plan of buildings 

roughly circular bastions at each of the four angles. The 
enclosure measures 20· 5 m from N to s across opposing faces 
of curtain-wall by 17 m transversely, and the drum-bastions 
vary between 5·5 m and 6 m in average diameter. The curtain
walls and towers are of drystone boulder construction, and 
portions of the walling are much wasted and reduced to 
debris or a rubble core. A depression towards the send of the 
E wall may mark the approximate position of an original 
entrance, and there is a corresponding gap in the outer arc of 
1·0 m-thick walling which fronts the E quarter. The re-entrant 
angles of the SE and sw bastions contain additional fragments 
of walling, probably vestiges of an earlier phase of building 
around which reconstruction has subsequently taken place. 
On each side of the NE bastion the main wall-head 
incorporates short lengths of an upstanding wall or parapet, 
measuring I· 3 m in thickness and rising to a height of about 
0·5 m; the E parapet is situated above a stretch of curtain-wall 
which has a pronounced batter. 

The curtain-wall is turf-backed and the interior of the 
enclosure;s generally of the same level as the wall-heads and 
bastions. The principal building (A), however, is floored 
below the mean level of the interior and is reached by a 
sunken stepped approach towards the N end ofthe E wall. The 
building is rectangular on plan, measuring 7·5 m in 
maximum length from NW to SE by 4m transversely within 
drystone walls just over I m in average thickness. The walls 
survive to a maximum internal height of 1·8 m, and there are 
three cruck-slots in the w side-wall with the visible remains of 
two corresponding slots in the opposite wall. The crucks 
formerly sprang from a point about 0·8 m above the existing 
floor-level and formed bays varying in length between 1·7 m 
and 2·25 m. One cruck-slot adjoins the N jamb of the 
doorway, and there are traces of what appears to be a 
drawbar-slot in the s jamb of the doorway-opening. The 
building otherwise preserves no identifiable mural features, 
and the absence of fireplaces in the end-walls may be an 
indication of the former existence of an open hearth. 

Adjoining the NW angle and sharing part of the w side-wall 
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of this structure is a smaller building (B), which appears to be 
floored at a higher level and is thus probably a later annexe. 
It is aligned on the same axis and is of rectangular plan, 
measuring 5·7m in length by 2·2m transversely within low 
turf-covered drystone walls 1·0 m in maximum thickness and 
0·75 m in average height. There is a narrow entrance
doorway in the send-wall. 

Building C also appears to be floored at a higher level and 
is aligned NE- SW, roughly parallel to the s curtain. It is of 
elongated rectangular plan and measures 8·25m by 2·4m 
internally; the walls, which are of turf-covered drystone 
construction, survive to a maximum height of I m and 
measure about 0·7 m in average thickness. There is an 
entrance in the N side-wall, opening into what must have been 
a narrow passage between buildings A and C, and there are 
slight indications of a possible second opening in the wend
wall. 

This site first appears on record in 1549 when Dean Monro 
referred to 'the castell of Lochgvrme, quhilk is biggit in ane 
Isle in the said fresch water loch far fra land perteining to 
Clan - donald of Kintyre of auld, now usurpit be Mcgillane 
of Do ward . . .'1 The visible remains, however, probably date 
from the later 16th and early 17th centuries when the island
refuge acquired prominence in the MacDonald-MacLean 
conflict, and subsequently became a base of active 
operations during the well-documented rebellion of Sir 
JamesMacDonaldin 1614-15. 

The castle was included in successive tacks issued in favour 
of the MacDonalds of Dunivaig and the Glens in 1564 and 
1584, but was occupied temporarily by Lachlan MacLean of 
Duart who was besieged there in 1578 by the MacDonalds 
with the assistance of the Earl of Argyll . 2 Later accounts of 
1586 and 1596 briefly describe it as 'a ruynous castle' and 
'ane strenthie castell' , whilst Lord Ochiltree and the royal 
forces in 1608 claimed to have 'demolishit and kaist doun to 
the ground the house of Lochgorne'.3 Upon the 
recrudescence of rebellion in 1614, the site once again 
witnessed military activity and a report of 23 September 
stated that the MacDonald rebels had 'biggit ane new forthe 
in ane logh, which they have manit and victualat' .4 The fort 
or fortalice in question, as it then usually appeared in the 
records, was that of Loch Gorm where the garrison 
surrendered on the following 21 January. 5 By April 1615 the 
island-fortress had been retaken by Sir James MacDonald, 
and a letter of about July 1615 reported that the rebels 'ar all 
bissie fortiefeing the eyllan of Ellan loch gorme with ane 
baoune of feall (bawn or enclosure of turf) of ane greit breid, 
as the reportis, tuanttie foote bread. Sir James is bissie about 
it [with] sex scoir of men euerie day' . 6 The garrison left there 
by Sir James MacDonald finally surrendered to the Earl of 
Argyll in the following October, but upon the collapse ofthe 
rebellion the site did not immediately lose its military value . 
A private garrison was still maintained there in 1639-40.7 
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DOMESTIC ARCHITECTURE FROM 
THE 17TH TO THE 19TH CENTURY 

407 Ardnave House, Islay 
NR284731 June 1979 

This house, which faces s overlooking Ardnave Loch, is a 
plain harled and limewashed building oflate 18th-century or 
early 19th-century date. It is a two-storeyed building of T
plan form, incorporating a bow-fronted projection to the s 
and a rear wing. The main block, which was formerly entered 
by a doorway (now blocked up) in the sw re-entrant, 
measures l2-4m in length by 7·1 m over all. The windows 
have square-arrised surrounds, and the roof, which 
terminates in plain gable copes, appears to be splayed and 
sprocketed at the eaves. A single-storeyed porch and 
outhouse have been added to the E side of the rear wing, and 
an external forestair with a solid balustrade rises to a first
floor entry in the NE re-entrant, an indication perhaps that 
the house was at one time subdivided for separate 
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Ardnave House, Islay (No. 407), 
A. view from s 
B. steading from E 

occupation. The interior contains no visible features of 
interest. 

The steading lies some 30 m to the w of the house. The 
principal or SE facade, which measures 33·7m in length 
incorporates three arch-pointed recessed bays and is 
crowned by a battlemented parapet. It is flanked by single
storeyed stables-blocks and there are some partly ruinous 
ancillary ranges grouped around the courtyard at the rear. 

The builder of this house was probably Duncan Campbell 
who died in 1825 and was buried near ArdnavePoint. l • 

408 Bowmore, Islay 
NR3159 August 1977 

The village of Bowmore stands on a north-facing hillside on 
the E shore of Loch Indaal about 3·6 km sw of Islay House 28SA 

(No. 411). It is a planned settlement of regular layout, 29JA 

founded in 1768 by Daniel Camp bell of Shawfield and Islay 
as part of a scheme of estate reorganisation involving the 
removal of the old village of Kilarrow from the immediate 
vicinity ofIslay House.1 By 1793 one hundred and ten houses 
had been erected in the village, and gave accommodation for 
a total population of about 500. In 1891, the population 
stood at about 850, and a late 19th-century commentator 
complained that the village had 'been greatly disfigured by 
the medley character of its private houses, every builder 
having been allowed to please himself as to the material, 
shape and size of his structures' . 2 -

The axis of the layout is the wide Main Street which 2858 

ascends southwards over a distance of about 300 m from the 286 

pier3• to the circular parish church (No. 360) at the head. It is 287A 

intersected by streets running E and w, and the grid is 2878,D 

completed by N-S access-lanes on the periphery of the 
original settlement. Behind the street-frontages the interior 
of the village is taken up by garden ground, and the enclosed 
fields beyond, particularly to the s, probably reflect some of 
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Bowmore, Islay (No. 408) 
A. view from NE. 1772 
B. Main Street from N by Heath, c. 1830 
C. warehouses from sw, 1965 

the original divisions of the associated lots. A distillery 
founded in 1779 (No. 436) occupies the NW quarter of the 
village, and in some parts of Bowmore the original pattern of 
building-feus has either remained incomplete or been 
interrupted by later developments. 

A range of two-storeyed semi-domestic warehouses, which 
285B,C stand at the E foot of Main Street close to the pier, probably 

constitutes the oldest surviving group of buildings in the 
village, possibly even preceding its formal inauguration in 
1768. They are constructed of limewashed rubble masonry 
with external forestairs to the upper floors, and have plain 
coped chimney-stacks. 4* The single- and two-storeyed 
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Bowmore, Islay (No. 408) 
A . Main Street and pier from N, c. 1900 
B. Main Street and church from N 
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Bowmore, Islay (No. 408) 
A. E side of Main Street from sw 
B. s side of Shore Street from E 

C. cottage on s side of Jamieson Street. 1965 
D. Flora Street from w. c. 1900 

c 
houses in the village are otherwise mainly of plain three-bay 
frontages which, despite later modifications, possess some 
degree of uniformity but are clearly not of standard design 
even within the same streets. 

In the streets running E- W, the frontages on Flora Street 
are about 9·9 m in average length, and the corresponding 
dimension of the larger terraced units on Shore Street is 
l2·7m. Detached buildings like Bowmore House, which 
stands on the s side of School Street opposite the distillery, 
are also of this larger category, and in this instance the feu 
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also incorporates the site of an adjacent kitchen at the wand 
a range of now-ruinous ancillary buildings at the rear. S 

The frontages generally are harled or rendered, and the 
roofs are mostly gabled and slate-covered. The last of the 
once-numerous thatched buildings was a rope-thatched 
single-storeyed cottage which stood at 62 Jamieson Street 
until some time after 1965, and there was also at that date a 
pantile-roofed ancillary building attached to the rear of a 
house in Shore Street. 6* 
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Colonsay House, Kiloran, 
Colonsay (No. 409) 

A. view from N 

dr~-yoo»v 

B·. ground-plan of main block 
C C. view from NW C. 1861- 72 
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409 Colonsay House, Kiloran, Colonsay 
NR395968 May 1977 

This compact mansion-house stands in a well-favoured and 
sheltered position at Kiloran, facing N. 1• The date 1722 is 
crudely incised below the eaves-cornice at the NW angle ofthe 
main block. The house was first erected following the 
acquisition in 1701 of the Colonsay estate from the Duke of 
Argyll by MaIcom McNeill, a cadet of the McNeills of Crear 
in Knapdale. 2 It subsequently passed by purchase among the 
collateral branches of this family, and the building received 
various modifications and additions, notably at the hands of 
John McNeill in the first half of the 19th century3 and of the 
1st Lord Strathcona and Mount Royal, who bought the 
estate outright after the death of Sir John Carstairs McNeill 
in 1904.4 

The original nucleus is a cubical hip-roofed block of two 
main storeys and an attic. It measures 12·4m in length by 
11·5 m transversely over walls about 0·9 m in average 
thickness. The harled frontage is of three window bays and 
has plain offset margins to openings and quoins. The eaves
cornice is ogival-moulded, and the slated roof rises to a pair 
of axial chimney-stacks. There are later dormer-windows at 
front and rear, and a single-storeyed and gabled porch 
fronted by a Palladian window was added to the main 
entrance in the 19th century. Internally, the original 
structure is of double-room depth, and the rooms are 
disposed on each side of a flue-bearing spine-wall. This 
layout has undergone remodelling, especially in the area of 
the original entrance-lobby and flanking ground-floor 
rooms. The open-well stair, which occupies a central position 
in the rear division, is of later timber construction 
incorporating a plain iron balustrade. In the s division both 
rear ground-floor rooms have dados with raised and fielded 
panelling, and the fireplaces in the SE room and in both rooms 
at first-floor level retain original stone bead-moulded 
surrounds. 

There is a basement cellar in the SE quarter of the house, 
and the earliest arrangements are likely to have included 
adjacent service-wings of some kind. Any original ancillary 
ranges that may have existed, however, have been obscured 
and probably absorbed by a major scheme of extensions and 
alterations in the first half of the 19th century. This involved 
the erection of several single-storeyed additions to the main 
block, thereby increasing the domestic accommodation and 
service facilities, enhancing the quality and size of the main 

DOMESTIC ARCHITECTURE No. 409 

public rooms, and giving the house a more formal and 
dignified frontage. The principal additions are characterised 
by the use of a Palladian window motif. At the front, a pair of 
symmetrically-disposed pavilions was linked to the main 
block by curved corridors; a range of offices stands adjacent 
to the NE pavilion. At the rear, bow-fronted additions were 
built on each side of the central block and a linear range was 
extended eastwards along the garden frontage. After 1904 
this range was heightened to two main storeys and an attic; a 
shingle-roofed stables-block was added at the E end, and the 
two-storeyed buildings around the E service-courtyard 
assumed their present form at about the same period. 5 In the 
extended layout of , the house the main public rooms are 
grouped on the ground floor of the w wing, and their fittings 
include panelled doors, dados and black marble fireplace
surrounds. The dining-room occupies the rear w extension 
and is linked by a broad corridor to the NW pavilion which 
houses the drawing-room and the billiard-room-cum
library. The kitchen, wash-house, laundry and servants' 
quarters are contained in the NE range, whilst the heightened 
SE wing incorporates a self-contained suite of bedrooms and 
a nursery at the Eend of the ground floor . 

Adjoining the NW pavilion is a relatively modern and open
fronted garden loggia with a glazed roof supported on a 
system of timber posts and dwarf walls. In front of the loggia 
is a baluster-shafted octagonal sundial of red sandstone 
dated 1803 at the foot; the brass dial is by Adie and Son, 
Edinburgh. 

Colonsay House, Kiloran, 
Colonsay (No. 4(9) 

A. view from s 
B. sundial B 
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In the loggia and the gardens to the sw of the house there 
are several stone fragments which have been collected from 
various parts of the Colonsay estate, including Cill 
Chaitriona (No. 326). These include two pairs of large 
millstones, portions of a number of smaller quern-stones, a 
knocking-stone, freestone dressings that now serve as 
kerbstones for a garden path, part of a socketed capital 
decorated with egg-and-dart ornament, and a cross
fragment of Early Christian date (No. 349). 

TOBAR OOHRAIN. This well, which is evidently dedicated to 
St Oran, is situated within the garden of Colonsay House 
about 90 m E of the main block of the house. The well
chamber which is approached from the NNE by a short flight 
of stone steps, is about 0·6 m in diameter and approximately 
I m in height over all. It is constructed of coursed and 
mortared rubble masonry and is capped by a runner 
millstone measuring 0·75 m in diameter and 0·1 m in 
maximum thickness; a stone fragment shaped by natural 
weathering has been placed above the eye of the millstone. A 
cruciform stone of Early Christian date from Riasg Buidhe 
(No. 389,1) has been re-erected immediately E of the well. 

Foreland House, Islay (No. 410); main block from NW 

410 Foreland House, Islay 
NR270643 June 1979 

The original nucleus of this small 19th-century mansion is a 
late Georgian rectangular block of two main storeys and a 
basement, probably dating from about 1820. The principal 
or N elevation is a symmetrical three-bay composition 
measuring 17·3m in length. The centrally-placed entrance
doorway has a pilastered and pedimented surround, and the 
windows have offset margins and projecting sills, the upper
floor windows being placed immediately beneath a plain 
block eaves-cornice which is returned at the ends. The roofis 
slated and gable-ended. This original portion of the house is 
of two-room depth and measures 12·9m transversely over 
walls 0·8 m thick. The interior has been remodelled on at least 
one occasion, and in the existing arrangement the dining
room, drawing-room and library are grouped around a 
longitudinal E-W corridor with the principal stair located at 
its E end. At first-floor level a suite of bedrooms opens off an 
axial corridor. Internal fittings of interest include a curved 
drawing-room door and a series of reeded door-architraves 
and fireplace-surrounds. 

Attached to the w of the main block is a two-storeyed and 
L-shaped kitchen and service-range which appears to 
represent a remodelling and enlargement of an earlier 
ancillary wing. The buildings are grouped around two sides 
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of an open courtyard which has been further infilled on the E 
side and is entered at the rear through a curved screen-wall. 
The two-storeyed and gable-fronted E wing is a mid-19th
century extension which contains a billiard-room on the 
ground floor and is backed by a later conservatory and 
greenhouse. 

A two-storeyed building which evidently served as the 
coach-house stands s of the main w approach to the house. 
The building, which is harled and lime-washed, has a blind 
arcade and pedimented centrepiece; it now serves as two 
dwellings and has a pair of outshots at the rear. 

The builder of the house was Captain Waiter Campbell, 
who purchased the Sunderland estate from his father, WaIter 
CampbellofIslay,in 1814.1 

411 Islay House, Islay 
May 1976 

This substantial mansion-house (NR334629) stands close to 
the village of Bridgend, known formerly as Kilarrow, and 
faces sw across the head of Loch Indaal. The building 
comprises work of several different periods: the original core 
of the house was erected by Sir Hugh Campbell of Cawdor, 
who recorded instructions for the building of a house here in 
April 1677; 1 the house was subsequently extended by the 
later owners of the property, Daniel Campbell ofShawfie1d 
and his descendants after 1726, and from 1853 James 
Morrison of Basil don Park and his successors. 2 

In its extended layout the three-storeyed frontal block is of 
half-H plan with projecting polygonal stair-towers at each 
end. The end bays of the sw frontage are surmounted by 
crowstepped gables and, together with the harled and 
limewashed masonry and the plain fenestration, give this 
aspect of the house a distinctly traditional character. This 
treatment is copied in the early 20th-century enlargement of 
the front portion of the SE wing, whilst the 19th-century 
service buildings grouped around the courtyards at the rear 
are of Scots Baronial style and constructed of brown stugged 
ashlar masonry. A single-storeyed cottage and court of 
offices form an L-shaped adjunct to the N wing of the main 
block. The present internal arrangements reflect the 
extensive remodellings of the early Victorian and Edwardian 
periods. 

Despite its apparent external homogeneity, the half-H 
main block probably comprises a late 17th-century L-plan 
nucleus to which a gable-fronted N wing was added in 1731 . 
Detailed examination of the fabric is limited by external 
harling and internal wall-linings, and this analysis is thus 
based on relative wall-thicknesses, wall alignments, and the 
disposition of fireplaces and window-openings. The original 
L-plan block measures 19· 5 m in length by 14·4 m 
transversely across the wing, the end-walls measuring 
respectively about 1·0 m and 0·8 m in thickness. It rises to 
three main storeys and an attic, and the round-arrised 
windows towards the s end of the sw frontage retain their 
original daylight-openings and wide spacing. The only clues 
as to the layout of the late 17th-century interior are provided 
by the existing chimney-flues; their disposition seems to 
indicate that the earliest house incorporated living-rooms on 
the ground floor, and the offset position of the fireplace in 
the NE gable-wall may imply that the original stair was sited 
at the N angle or within the re-entrant of the wing. 
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Islay House, Islay (No. 411) 
A. view from NE by Heath, c. 1830 
B. aerial view from w 
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Islay House, Islay (No. 411) 
A . view from s, c. 1891 
B. ground·plan of main block 
C. view from sw 
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Islay House, 
Islay (No. 411) 

A. view from s 
B. outline development 

plan 

_1677 ~ 1731 ~ Uu.e 18chctlU~ 
~ 1841 0 1909-11 

C. entrance-doorway 

B 

The N wing is dated 1731 on the ogival-moulded skewput 
at the wangle. It is a little longer and narrower than the 
corresponding s wing, and likewise has walls of lesser 
thickness and a slightly different fenestration. It measures 
14·9m in length by 8·9m transversely over walls 0'7m in 
thickness, as compared with corresponding dimensions of 
14·4 m, 9-4 m and 1·0 m. The two stair-towers were added at 
opposite ends of the building later in the 18th century, 
probably about 1760; they are lit by Palladian three-light 
windows in the end-walls, and the N tower still retains its 
balustraded parapet. The stairs were originally served by 
external ground-floor doorways, the entrance into the N stair 
subsequently having been blocked up and that of the s tower 
converted into a window. They were superseded in the early 
19th century by a main entrance formed at the s angle of the 

293C SE end-wall. This doorway, which is depicted on one of the 
Heath watercolours of about 1830,3 is surmounted by a 
segmental-arched radial fanlight and framed within fluted 
pilasters and entablature of red sandstone. 

Some of the Heath views also show a group of ancillary 
buildings to the SE and rear of the main block, and these are 

. also shown in plans of the policies, dated 1825. These offices 

c 

were replaced and extended after 1841 by W H Playfair, 
architect, for Waiter Frederick Campbell.4 Playfair's service
buildings and housekeeper's lodge are in Scots Baronial 
style, and at the rear this group of single- and two-storeyed 
buildings retain their rounded turrets, crow-stepped gables 
and pedimented dormers. An elaborate cartouche above a 
door in the SE courtyard contains a monogram of the initials 
of Waiter Frederick Camp bell, and the kitchen preserves its 
large hood-moulded and mullioned-and-transomed 
windows in the SE end-wall. The full extent and character of 
these early Victorian extensions by Playfair can be 
appreciated from the available late 19th-century 292A 

photographs.s Playfair's sw frontage was heightened in a 
style matching the main block by Detmar Blow for Hugh 293A 

Morrison in 1909- 11. 6 

This remodelled SE range contains a dining-room and 
servants' hall on the ground floor with a suite of bedrooms 
and a nursery on the floor above. On the ground floor of the 
main block the existing layout includes an enlarged hall in 
the SE wing while the former dining-room (now the lower 
drawing-room) and the library are grouped en suite along the 
front, and a passage serves the rooms at the rear of the N 
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Islay House, Islay (No. 411) 
A. upper drawing-room chimney-piece 
B. library chimney-piece 
C. s staircase 
D. detail of staircase consoles 
E. profile-moulding oflibrary chimney-piece 
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Islay House, Islay (No. 411) 
A. view from E by Heath, c. J 830 
B. clock-turret of Home Farm 

wing. The NW room has a fine marble chimney-piece with a 
294B,E lugged and faceted surround of 18th-century character 

which corresponds with one in the existing dining-room in 
the SE range and was probably installed in about 1910. Both 

me staircases are of a graceful geometric design, possessing 
wrought-iron balustrades, moulded stone treads and 

294D decorative consoles below the soffits of the stair-landings. At 

DOMESTIC ARCHITECTURE No. 411 

first-floor level in the main block there is a large upper 
drawing-room, whose timber chimney-piece incorporates 294A 
flanking Composite columns. The fireplaces in the 
immediately adjacent rooms to the sw and SE preserve 18th
century stone bead-moulded surrounds with sunken quarter
round lintels. There is an embrasure of uncertain purpose 
and date in the NW wall of the sw room of the wing, occupying 
a similar position to that of an aumbry with splayed ingoings 
in the corresponding room on the ground floor. 

ISLAY HOME FARM. Situated on higher ground about 90 mE 
of the house is the main sw range of the farm steading 2918 

(NR335628), which probably dates from the later 18th 
century.7. It is a plain harIed building of two storeys 
comprising adjacent nine- and five-bay units and measuring 
51·2m in length over all. An advanced and pedimented 
frontispiece contains a segmental-arched pend, and the 
pediment is capped by a stone-built clock-turret which 
formerly supported a belfry and finial as shown in a Heath 295A,B 
watercolour of c.1830. Part of the range has been modernised 
to serve as a garage and store, but it retains stabling facilities 
to the s of the pend. The rest of the farmstead comprises 
various ranges of domestic and agricultural buildings loosely 
grouped around a large courtyard, the farm manager's house 
and its flanking buildings standing behind a screen-wall in 
the NW angle. 
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WEST TOWER. The shell of this two-storeyed Gothic folly 
296A (NR321627) occupies the summit of a headland overlooking 

Tniigh Cill an Rubha about 1·2 km w ofIslay House. It dates 
probably from the late 18th or early 19th century and 
appears prominently on a number of the Heath watercolours 
of about 1830. It stands to a height of 5·2 m and measures -
4·2 m from N to s by 3·4m transversely over rubble-built walls · B 

296B 

296C 

O· 7 m in thickness. The walls have blind arch-pointed 
openings with oculi above and a blind cross-slit in the s wall, 
and rise to a crenellated parapet. The doorway is in the N 
wall. 

EAST TOWER. This tall octagonal structure (NR335624), 
which was erected probably a short time before the death of 
Daniel Camp bell in 1777, stands on the site ofa gun battery 
about 30 m N of the E gate lodge of Islay House policies. It 
rises to a height of about 11 ·5 m and measures 5·2 m across 
opposing facets. The walls, which are set on a high-level 
plinth, measure 0·9 m in thickness, and are constructed of 
coursed rubble masonry incorporating alternating blocks 
and slab pinnings. The summit of the tower incorporates a 
corbelled string-course of slab construction and a crenellated 
parapet carried on three courses of continuous squared 
corbelling. The tower is lit by narrow slit-windows which 
incorporate through-splayed ingoings and preserve traces of 
wooden window-frames in the surrounding plaster. The 
doorway incorporates the remains of a drawbar-slot, and has 
a decorative two-piece head bearing monograms of the 
initials: dexter, D C (Daniel Campbell) and sinister, G R 
(?Georgius Rex). 

The interior, which is circular on plan and measures 3·8 m 
in diameter, formerly contained four floors. There is a mural 
fireplace at first-floor level, and a domed ceiling above the 
third floor. 
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Islay House. Islay (No. 411) 
c 

A. West Tower from NE 
B. East Tower from s 
C. East Tower,carved lintel 

The low grassy eminence on which the tower stands served 
as an artillery battery at about the period of the Napoleonic 
Wars and later. It is shown in use in one of the Heath views of 
about 1830, but the surviving remains simply comprise a 
terraced earthen platform with the barrels of ships' cannon 
laid at intervals around the perimeter. At least one of the 
barrels bears the cast insignia of King George III (1760-
1820). 
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A. Fonner Manse, KiJchoman, Islay (No. 412); view from NE 

412 Former Manse, Kilchoman, Islay 
NR217632 October 1980 

This house, which was built in 1825- 6,1 stands in a hollow N 
of Creag Mh6r and just over 100 m SE of the former parish 
church (No. 366). It consists of a cubical hip-roofed block of 
two main storeys with an adjacent hip-roofed kitchen wing 
and single-storeyed court of offices to the SE; a large walled 
garden lies adjacent to the sw. The main block, which 
measures 11·8 m in length by 10·4 m transversely over walls 
about 0·7 m in thickness, has a three-bay NE elevation 
incorporating an advanced and pedimented frontispiece. 
The masonry throughout is of harled and Iimewashed 
rubble, with exposed freestone dressings at the quoins and at 
some openings. The principal entrance-doorway has a 
semicircular-headed surround which has a projecting 
keystone, plain impost-band and glazed fanlight within. The 
house is of double-room depth, and the principal rooms are 
grouped around the stair-well and corridor in the SE quarter. 
Some of the internal doors retain reeded architraves, and the 
scale-and-platt stair has a cast-iron balustrade. 

A modernised range of outbuildings, one and a half 
storeys high and some 28·3 m long, occupies a bankside 
position 40 m to the N and appears to have combined cottage 
accommodation with coach-houses and stables. 

A visitation to Kilchoman in December 1824 by the 
Presbytery of Kintyre, and the heritors, accompanied by two 
tradesmen, authorised the minister to produce plans and 
estimates of a manse and office houses which the site had 
previously lacked. The proposals were submitted and 
approved in the following March, and work was probably 
begun shortly thereafter. A further visitation in August 1827 
reported that the manse had been completed to the 
satisfaction of the Presbytery.2 In October 1926, J M 
Honeyman, architect, prepared a report on the estimated 
costs of repairs to the manse and outbuildings, and in 1929-
30 the entire property, including the glebe, was sold by the 
General Trustees of the Church of Scotland. 3 

413 Former Manse, Kilmeny, Islay 
NR387656 May 1978 

This house stands some 185 m sw of Kilmeny Parish Church 
(No. 371) and faces NW. It is of a standard two-storeyed 
design by Thomas Telford and was completed in 1828 at a 
contract price of £718. 1 It consists of a plain two-storeyed 
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B. Fonner Manse, Kilmeny, Islay (No. 413); view from NW 

and gabled structure of three window bays with a hip-roofed 
and single-storeyed court of offices attached to the NE gable 
and a lean-to outshot at the rear. A single-storeyed range also 
formerly adjoined the sw angle. 

The main block is of rectangular plan, measuring 12·7 m in 
length by 6·15 m transversely over walls 0·6 m in average 
thickness.2 The masonry is harled, and the window-margins 
and quoins are offset. It has a slated roof which terminates in 
plain copes and surmounting chimney-stacks. The two
storeyed portion contains three main apartments on each 
floor served by an open-well stair at the rear. The fittings 
include a series of contemporary sunk-panelled doors, 
architraves and window-shutters. 

414 Port Charlotte, Islay 
NR2558 August 1977 

This well-preserved planned village was founded on the farm 
of Glassans by Waiter Frederick Camp bell of Islay in 1828, 
and was named in honour of his mother, Lady Charlotte 
Campbell.1 Although occupying a coastal site on the w shore 
of Loch Indaal, the settlement was primarily agricultural in 
its original purpose and was partly intended to serve a 
distillery, which was established in 1829 (see also No. 436).2 
The remains ofLochindaal Distillery are situated at the N end 
of the village on the right bank of the Abhuinn Gearach, and 
groups of domestic buildings are arranged in a curvilinear 
pattern over a distance of about 500 m on the w side of the 
highway which runs southwards to Portnahaven. At the 
centre of the village, terraced rows of houses are also grouped 
on the lower (E) side of this road and along the lanes leading 
down to and fronting the fore-shore; one of these lanes 
intersects the main road and continues its ascent westwards 
towards a former school-building and ultimately to 
Kilchiaran. Linear walled gardens are ranged behind the w 
properties, and the principal agricultural lots were originally 
situated further to thew. 3 

The houses are for the most part plain two-storeyed 
rectangular blocks of symmetrical three-bay design, whose 
frontages vary between about 8·7m and 10·1 m in width. 
They are constructed of harled or rendered limewashed 
rubble-masonry, and the majority have painted offset 
doorway-margins wrought with a simple chamfer. The first 
floor of one of the low-level houses on the E side of the main 
road is reached directly by a bridge, and a building with an 
external forestair stands near the shore at the s end of the 
village. 
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Port Charlotte, Islay (No. 414) 
A. general view from N 

B. aerial view from E 

C. Bruthach Dubh from NE 
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A 

B 

Port ElIen, Islay (No. 415) A. aerial view from sW 
B. general view from s, c. 1920 
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415 Port Ellen, Islay 
NR3645 August 1977 

This village was founded in 1821 by Waiter Frederick 
Camp bell and was named Port ElIinor or Eleanor in honour 
of his wife, the name being later abbreviated to ElIen. a It 
was established principally as a herring fishery and the 

299 planned settlement was formed around the natural haven of 
300A Loch Leodamais. According to Lord Teignmouth, the 

expectations of a successful fishery along this coast were 
initially disappointed, and in 1836 he noted that although 
'several tradesmen have settled, ... none of them thrive as 
yet, except masons and wrights, who are employed in 
building the houses' .2 However, as a local centre of 

300 

Port Ellen, Islay (No. 415) 
A. general view from SE 

B. Fisher Row from NW 

C. E side ofCharfotte Street from NW 

communications which served a number of distilleries in the 
district, Port ElIen grew thereafter to become the largest 
single community on the island, having a population of 
about one thousand for the rest of the 19th century. 3* 

The layout of the village in its early stages can best be 
appreciated by reference to a plan which was drawn up in 
1838.4 The layout comprises a series of terraced rows of 
houses ranged around the shore of Loch Leodamais; two 
principal roads, Charlotte Street and New Street (later 
Lennox Street), radiate NW and NE respectively from this 
crescent, and a lane gives access to the quay on the w side of 
the bay. Individual house-frontages are shown as 
conforming to a standard width of about 10·2 m and most of 
them are associated with an area of garden ground at the 
rear. Access-lanes ran behind the rear garden-walls, and the 
four-acre lots lay mainly to the E and NE of the village. 5 

There is much evidence of later developments in and 
around this original scheme, but a number of early houses 
still survive relatively unaltered in external appearance, 
especially on either side of Charlotte Street. These are for the 300c 

most part plain two-storeyed structures with symmetrical 
three-bay frontages, measuring up to about 10·6 m in width 
and constructed of harled or rendered rubble masonry with 
painted margins and slated roofs . The only group of early 
single-storeyed cottages that survives relatively intact forms 
part of a stepped terrace, originally known as 'Fisher Row', 300B 

on the E side of the bay. Each cottage has a high wall-head to 
accommodate a loft. 



Portnahaven, Islay (No. 416) 
A. view from NE. c. 1900 
B. King Street from N 

416 Portnahaven, Islay 
NR 1652 August 1977 

The buildings of this semi-planned village are grouped 
302A around a sea inlet near the sw point of the Rinns ofIslay. The 

settlement is of an irregular U-shaped layout, following the 
configuration of the steeply-sloping site. It comprises a 
number of single-storeyed and lofted cottages laid out in 
terraced rows together with a Parliamentary church (No. 
388) and some two-storeyed buildings situated mainly on the 
higher ground to the N. The majority of the houses have been 
altered and modernised, but some of the cottages, especially 
on the s side of the creek, retain their original three-bay 
frontages and characteristically tall wall-heads. 

DOMESTIC ARCHITECTURE No. 416 

The development of the thriving fishery at Portnahaven 
was encouraged by Waiter Campbell after his purchase of the 
Sunderland estate in 1788, but the existing village was 
created by his son, Captain Waiter Campbell of Sunderland, 
during the third decade of the 19th century. 1 According to 
one account, he 'formed his fishing-village on the basis of an 
old one' which was made up of 'miserable hovels, many of 
which were merely holes in the bank, fronted with such rude 
materials as the neighbourhood afforded' . The tenants were 
accordingly encouraged to build 'cottages on a new plan, 
arranged in rows on either side of the creek, neatly slated, 
and furnished with windows, fire-places, and sometimes with 
grates' . 2 
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417 Port Wemyss, Islay 
NR1651 August 1977 

This small planned village is situated about 300 m SE of 
Portnahaven (No. 416) and stands above the rocky foreshore 

3028 on the straits of Or say. It is of an elongated D-shaped layout, 
and the existing pattern of streets and houses corresponds 
reasonably well with that shown on a feuing-plan of the 
'lands of We my ss haven' drawn in 1833, probably soon after 
the foundation of the village by Waiter Frederick Campbell 
of Islay.l. The settlement was named after his wife's father, 
Francis, 8th Earl of We my ss and March. 

The domestic buildings are grouped mainly around the 
inner perimeter of the village lanes, fronting the surrounding 
areas of garden ground. The lots or pendicles were originally 
laid out in regular strips to the Nand E of the village, and 
there is a jetty and boat-anchorage to the w. In their existing 
form, the houses are variously of one, I, or two storeys in 

302C height, but, apart from a group facing the main street, the 
majority appear to have been single-storeyed in origin. The 
least-altered examples have plain three-bay frontages of 
limewashed or harled rubble masonry, and have gable-ended 
and slated roofs . A derelict specimen at the NW end of Shore 
Street measures 9·5 m by 6·2 m over Iime-mortared walls 
0·6 m thick . The windows have through splays from sharp 
external arrises while those of some occupied buildings have 
offset margins wrought with stopped chamfers . There are 
fireplaces in the end-walls, and the ground-floor interior 
probably had a simple tripartite division of apartments 
incorporating a central closet. The tall wall-head was 
designed to accommodate a loft within the roof-space. 
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Portnahaven . Islay (No 416) ; A. aerial view from sw 
Port Wemyss . Islay (No. 417); B. aerial view from s 

C. Main Street from E 

FARMS, TOWNSHIPS 
AND SHIELINGS 

See also No. 354. 

418 Township, An Carn, Jura 
NR681935 May 1981 

The ruins of this small township occupy a terrace about 
200 m from the w shore of the Sound of Jura, and at an 
elevation of about 60 m OD. The terrace slopes gently from NE 
to sw, and the upper part of the site is bounded to the NW by a 
low ridge with occasional outcrops of rock, some of which, as 
well as isolated rock-surfaces on the lower part of the terrace, 
bear cup-marks (No. 66). The outlook to the s is restricted by 
a low knoll capped by a marker-cairn, but otherwise the site 
enjoys a wide prospect of the Sound of Jura. A small stream 
runs through a valley to the w, and the intervening ground, as 
well as the hillside to the SE, show extensive remains of rig
cultivation. A corn-drying kiln situated immediately w of the 
stream now lies within a plantation of early 20th-century 
origin. A small bay some 250 m NE of the township affords 
one of the few boat-landings on the NE coast of Jura, and 
excavation of a cave at the head of the bay (NR683936) 
produced finds oflate medieval date. l• 

Most of the buildings are of drystone construction, 
although there are traces of clay-mortar in some ofthem, and 
the walls stand in places to 2 m but normally to about I m in 
height. In many cases the position of doorways is uncertain, 
and it is difficult to identify the uses of individual structures. 
Most of them are square-angled and were probably gable
ended, although a slot for the end-cruck of a hipped roof is 
preserved in building A 1, which has one rounded angle. Each 
of the buildings is set with its long axis from NW to SE, and 
with one exception (B) they form a line from NNE to ssw, 
which may be divided into two groups. The central building 
in the sw group (A2) appears to have been a dwelling; it is 
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Township, An Cam, Jura 
(No. 418); plan (numbers / - 9 
refer to cup- markings, No. 66) 
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divided by a partition-wall with a connecting opening, and 
there may have been opposed entrance-doorways in the NW 

room. To the NW it is connected by a curving turf-dyke to a 
very ruinous outbuilding (A3) erected on the remains of an 
earlier structure, while to the sw is another small building 
(AI) with an attached enclosure. The second group of 
buildings is ranged along the NW side of an elongated 
rectangular enclosure bounded by a turf-and-stone dyke, 

and having annexes to s and NE. The two larger buildings (C I, 
C4) appear to have been dwellings, although the NW end of 
the former has subsequently been rebuilt, probably to house 
stock. The lintel of a doorway in the intruded partition-wall 
remains in situ, and an attached stone-walled enclosure to the 
sw was probably added at the same period. At the NE end of 
this group, the remains of a small round-angled building (C5) 
are overlain by the NE annexe of the large enclosure. Two 
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Township, An Cam , Jura (No. 41 8) 
A. view from N 

Shieling. Beinn Bheag, Colonsay (No. 41 9) 
B. plan 

B 
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other small enclosures (DI , D2) are set in sheltered hollows 
on the ridge NW of the township buildings. The corn-drying 
kiln, some 80 m to the w of the township, is similar to that 
recorded at Torran Dubha, Ardlussa (No. 428) . The 
unenclosed drystone bowl measures 5·6 m in overall 
diameter, and the flue is extended for 1 m to the SE by a block 
of masonry. 

The township of 'Karn' is indicated on Pont's map of 
about 1590 and appears, as 'Cairns', on subsequent maps up 
to the early 19th century. 2 However, it is not named in 
surviving documents, and was presumably included within 
the adjacent lands of Ardlussa and Knockintavill (Barnhill), 
the property until 1737 of the MacLeans of Lochbuie and 

1 



thereafter of members ofthe family of Mc Ne ill ofColonsay.3 
No occupants are named in the census records of 1841, and 
the township was presumably abandoned before that date. 

419 Shieling, Beinn Bheag, Colonsay 
NR406986 April 1978 

This group of buildings lies within a relatively sheltered gully 
close to the summit of Beinn Bheag at an altitude of over 

3048 90 m OD. The site falls gradually from SE to NW over a distance 
of about 56 m, and is blocked ofT at each end by the remains 
of a turf-and-rubble dyke. Within this area are the remains of 
at least four buildings of drystone-and-turf construction (A
D), and the associated dyke traverses the surrounding rocky 
uplands to form a roughly circular enclosure about 56 m in 
diameter over all. 

Building A takes up almost the whole width of the gully at 
the narrower SE end. It is a round-angled oblong structure 
measuring 5 m from SE to NW by 4 m transversely within walls 
1·5 m in average thickness. It is open-ended to the NW, and in 
the opposite end-wall incorporates two small oblong 
intramural chambers. Building B, which lies across the gully 
and contiguous to the rock on the E side, is of similar shape 
and construction to the main chamber of A. The walls stand 
to a maximum height of 0·7 m, and the entrance was in either 
the SE or W sector. Building C, which lies towards the lower 
end of the site, measures 4 m in length from NE to SW by 2 m 
transversely within round-angled walls I m in average 
thickness; there is an entrance in the centre of the NW side
wall. Structure D, which backs on to the NW enclosure-bank 
adjacent to the entry (E), is an open-ended chamber 
measuring about 5 m by 2 m. The external base of the NW 

bank has a well-defined boulder-stone kerb, but elsewhere 
the enclosure-wall survives either as a line of boulders or, as 
at the SE end of the gully, in the form of a band of rubble over 
2 m thick. Outside the summit enclosure-wall, on the SE, there 
are the turf-covered stone footings of an oval building (F), 
which measures 3 m by 2 m within a wall O· 2 m high. Lower 
down the slope on the sw flank of the hill there is another 
group of huts, and a hut-circle (G) described under No. 245. 

There are no obvious traces of associated cultivation and 
water-supply within the immediate vicinity of the site which 
may thus represent a temporary or seasonal habitation and 
pasture-ground rather than a permanent upland settlement.! 

420 Shieling, Carnan EOin, Colonsay 
NR410985 April 1978 

These remains are situated in a natural hollow on the rocky E 

shoulder of Cllrnan Eoin at a height of over 100 m OD. The 
305 site, which covers an area measuring approximately 50 m 

from N to sand 30 m E to w, contains vestiges of at least five 
roughly circular structures, two of which (A, B) occupy a 
central position adjacent to a marshy pond while the rest (C
E) are grouped in the SE quarter. Apart from structure D, 
which is a small mounded platform backed by a rock 
outcrop, each building measures about 2 m in internal 
diameter within walls of turf-and-dry stone construction; the 
walls are generally over I m thick and those of building A 
achieve a maximum thickness of 2 m. Each hut has a single 
entrance facing N or W except for C whose entrance faces SW; 

each building is also unicameral except for B and possibly A 
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Shieling, Caman Eoin, Colonsay (No. 420); plan 

which retain traces of small annexes on the SE and w sides 
respectively. 

421 Cruck-framed House and Corn-drying Kiln, Garbh 
Eileach, Garvellachs 
NM672122 May 1981 

The roofless ruin of a house with attached barn or byre 
stands in a prominent position on a s-sloping hillside about 
650 m NE of the dun No. 230. The barn or byre, which 
measures 11-4 m from NE to SW by 5· 5 m transversely over 
0·8 m walls and has an entrance-doorway in the NW wall, is 
constructed of c1ay-mortared rubble and appears to be of 
earlier date than the dwelling, whose rubble masonry is 
bonded in clay mortar pointed with lime. The dwelling 
measures 11·7 m by 5· 5 m over all and originally had opposed 
entrance-doorways; that in the SE wall was subsequently 
altered to a window, perhaps at the same time as an original 
window in that wall was blocked. It may have had a central 
hearth, but a fireplace and chimney were subsequently added 
to the sw gable-wall. Its roof was originally carried on three 
cruck-couples, as shown by recesses in the side-walls, while a 
single cruck-recess survives in the NW wall of the barn. 
Several stone thatch-pegs project from the NW wall. 

A corn-drying kiln situated on a knoll some 70 m w of the 
dwelling was excavated in 1972, when some collapsed parts 
of the bowl were repaired.! It closely resembles that on 
Eileach an Naoimh (pp. ISO-I), measuring 7'6 m by about 
5 m over all, but no masonry survives above the level of the 
platform incorporating the kiln-bowl. The walls of the 
enclosed N part have an average thickness of about O'S m, and 
it was entered by opposed doorways in the side-walls. The 
masonry is oflocal rubble bonded in clay-mortar, and the N 

gable-wall incorporates a single cruck-recess, presumably 
designed to support a hipped roof. A series of steps is formed 
against the NE wall to allow access to the kiln-bowl, which 
measures 1·4 m in height and 2·1 m in diameter at the top, 
and the partially lintelled flue extends obliquely across the 
building towards the NE door, presumably to increase the 
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A. Corn-drying kiln, Garbh Eileach , Garvellachs (No. 421); plan and section 

draught. To the sw of the kiln there is an enclosure, 
presumably a stack-yard, measuring 15m by 8m within 
drystone walls I m thick. 

The island of Garbh Eileach, formerly part of the 
MacLean of Duart estate, was granted by the 9th Earl of 
Argyll in wadset to John MacLachlan of Kilbride in 1666, 
and for most of the 18th century the island was held by 
MacLachlan wad setters or tacksmen, although Dougal 
MacDougall of Gallanach secured the tack from 1749 to 
1757.2 A survey by George Langlands in 1788 classified as 
arable only about 3 ha (7 acres) of the island's total area of 
about 118 ha (290 acres), a further 12 ha (28 acres) being 
described as 'mixed arable and pasture' and most of the 
remainder as pasture. 3 A lease of 1817 allowed for the 
grazing of up to sixty cattle and 240 sheep on the islands of 
the group.4 Garbh Eileach had a population of thirty-two 
adults in the late 17th century, and there were eighteen 
persons of catechisable age in 1724, but by 1861 only four 
houses were occupied, and it is likely that thereafter only the 
shepherd's cottage near the landing-place and burial-ground 
remained in use. S The buildings described above were 
probably erected in the late 18th or 19th century. 
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422 Cruck-framed Buildings, Keils, Jura 
NR525683 May 1981 

The small crofting settlement ofKeils, formerly the township 
of Kilearnadill,l retains several thatched buildings, now 
ruinous or used as outbuildings in connection with modern 
dwellings. They include a substantial single-storeyed 
dwelling with gable chimneys, and other gable-ended 
dwellings of earlier type, as well as byres and a small pigsty. 
Three of the buildings preserve remains of cruck-framed 
roof-structures, One of these comprises only a single scarf
jointed cruck-couple, while another incorporates three 
substantial couples carried on stone pads some O· 7 m above 
floor-level. 

The most interesting building lies in the S part of the 
township, immediately w of a yard which contains about a 
dozen circular cobbled stack-stances, It was probably 
constructed originally as a byre-dwelling, and remained in 
use as a byre until the partial collapse of its rooffollowing the 
wet winter of 1980-1. 2 It measures 14· 5 m from E to w by 
5·5 m transversely over drystone walls averaging 0·8 m in 
thickness, formed of rounded boulders probably derived 

Cruck-framed building, 
Keils, Jura (No. 422) 

B. plan and section 
C C. view from NE 
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Cruck-framed buildings, 
Keils, Jura (No. 422) 

A. aerial view from N 

B. view from sw 
C. interior from w 
D. detail ofcruck 
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Keils, Jura (No. 422) 
A. stack yard 
B. detail of stack· stances 

D 
C. general view, c. 1920 
D. thatched cottage, c. 1900 
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Fannsleading, Kilchiaran, Islay (No. 423) 
A. view from s 
B. earl-shed 

A 

from the glacial drift-deposits, with larger roughly quarried 
blocks in the quoins, The lower or E end appears to have been 
reconstructed; the masonry of its gable is more neatly 
coursed than that of the remainder of the building, and its 
roof is carried on rafters springing from the wall-head. The 
upper end, or dwelling, measured about 6· 5 m in internal 

307C length and was divided into three bays by cruck-couples, 
while the fourth bay contained opposed entrance-doorways. 
The only windows were two small openings in the s wall, and 
a blocked recess whose timber lintel survives in the inner face 
of the w gable was probably an aumbry. The position of the 
original hearth is uncertain, since the floor has been altered 
to provide a drainage-channel, but a boarded smoke-vent 
supported on the ridge-purlins survives in the thatch above 
the second bay. While most of the existing stall-divisions are 
of timber, they include some large slabs of slate. 

The lower members of each of the three extant cruck-
3068 couples are substantial squared timbers of pine, rising from 
3070 pad-stones about 0·5 m above present floor-level, and scarf

jointed with wooden pegs to the unsquared upper blades, 
which are separated by lap-jointed yokes and lower collars. 3* 
Short subsidiary rafters rising from the wall-head supported 
the lower of a series of purlins, some of which were held in 
place by heather rope. These in turn carried small rafters 
below a layer of turf which appears to have been covered 
originally with heather, but subsequently with rushes and 
straw. 
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423 Farmsteading, Kilchiaran, Islay 
NR206603 September 1980 

This farmsteading is situated at the head of a narrow 
sheltered valley at Kilchiaran about 130 m wsw of its 
associated farmhouse and 270 m NE of the medieval chapel 
No. 365. The house and steading date from the second 
quarter of the 19th century, probably soon after 1826, when a 
new farm with an Ayrshire tenant was established here 
following the clearance of the old township of Kilchiaran.1* 
The most distinctive feature of the steading is a semicircular 309-11 

inner cattle-court about 58 m in diameter which is entered 
from a rectangular courtyard aligned NW- SE. The buildings 
throughout are constructed of lime-mortared rubble 
masonry comprising local igneous rock and slate; for the 
greater part they are hip-roofed and covered with local 
slates.2* 

The outer courtyard, which is cobbled, is approached 
through gates at the E and wends. The w limb of the N range 
incorporates bothies, workshops and a four-bay cart-shed, 
all with lofts reached by external stairs at the rear and at the E 

end. The cart-bays have shallow segmental arches. At the 3098 

centre of the N range there is a barn of similar height which 
has an enlarged central doorway and flanking slit-windows. 
A rear cross-wing contains a belt-driven, and formerly water
powered, threshing-mill made by J Drummond ofCumnock. 
Against the E wall of this wing are the remains ofa narrow all- 3118 

iron water-wheel 4·8 m in diameter and just over 0·8 m wide; 
it is oflow breastshot type with an internal rim drive and was 
made by P & R Fleming of Glasgow. A sluice-gate controlled 
the flow of water to a short stone-lined lade from the nearby 
mill-pond, and the tail-race ran underneath the steading to 
emerge on the s side of the semicircular court. The single
storeyed E limb of the N range contains a dairy, a byre and a 
turnip-shed, and there are slab dripstones above three of the 
doors. 

The courtyard is bounded on the s side by two single
storeyed blocks, separated by the entrance to the inner court. 
The E block has been partly rebuilt in comparatively recent 
times to serve as a byre or milking-parlour; the w block still 
retains traditional stabling facilities and at the wend 
incorporates a harness-room and additional cart-shed. 

The semicircular court is divided into three equal sectors 
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Fannsteading, Kilchiaran, Islay (No. 423) 
A. aerial view from SE 

B. water-wheel and barn from E 

by two radiating cross-walls which terminate near the centre 
in cylindrical gate-piers. A corresponding pier stands at the 
SE angle of the stable, and a fourth pier was probably 
removed when the milking-parlour was constructed. Internal 
partitions continue the lines of the radiating walls, and each 
self-contained sector in this tripartite division originally 

FARMS, TOWNSHIPS AND SHI ELINGS No. 423 

possessed four large openings spanned by wooden lintels; 
most of these openings have been blocked or modified and 
other internal partitions inserted. The SE sector is known to 
have been altered in order to accommodate pigs, while the NW 

end of the court has been demolished to make space for a 
Dutch barn. 
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424 Township, Lurabus, Islay 
NR337435 May 1981 

Lurabus is probably the largest surviving and best preserved 
of the numerous deserted townships on the E coast of the Oa 
peninsula, and is a good representative specimen of this 
category of settlement on Islay. It stands at a height of just 
over 75 m OD on ground sloping towards the s and SE. The site 
overlooks the entrance to Kilnaughton Bay but, although the 
township stands only about 300 m from the shoreline, access 
along this cliff-bound stretch of coast was probably much 
restricted. The remains of a track which linked all the 
settlements on the E side of the peninsula from Kilnaughton 
to Stremnishmore runs around the lower or southern edge of 
the site where it is joined by a second track leading in the 
direction of Upper Cragabus. Unlike some of the 
neighbouring townships, Lurabus does not appear to have 
been closely associated with a natural watercourse, but the 
positions of three wells or springs shown on earlier Ordnance 
Survey maps can still be seen. 

The majority of the buildings (A-G) are clustered around 
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the wend of the site, with a lesser group (K-L) to the E. 

Except for building L, which has been erected on a terraced 
platform cut into the slope of the hillside, they are aligned to 
take advantage of natural drainage and tend to follow the fall 
in ground level. The buildings are associated with enclosures 
of various sizes, the walls of which are of drystone or stone
and-turf construction. There is clear evidence of rig
cultivation to the s of the settlement and within one of the 
larger enclosures, while aerial photography has shown traces 
of further ploughing on the higher ground to the N. 

The buildings themselves are rubble-built, gable-ended 
and mainly square-angled; the random-rubble masonry has a 
predominantly thin, slab-like quality, and some ofthe quoins 
are formed by large slabs placed on end. The stone is 
presumably of local extraction from metamorphic rocks of 
Dalradian age, and there are a number of small quarry
scoops around the site, especially close to the track on the N. 

Many of the walls appear to have been built with clay mortar, 
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Township, Lurabus, Islay (No. 424); aumbry and fireplace in building D 

subsequently leached by weathering, but buildings E, D and 
L also exhibit traces of lime pointing and plastered internal 
wall-surfaces. Some walls still survive to their original 
heights, as for example at the lower end of building A, where 
the side-walls and gable stand to external heights of 2 m and 
3·7 m respectively. Others, such as buildings Fand J, are now 
reduced to the level of the footings, and some of the 
enclosure-dykes, as for instance that which runs between 
buildings D and G, also appear to incorporate vestiges of 
earlier building-foundations. 

Almost all the buildings show evidence of alteration, the 
most recent changes having been effected for the purposes of 
sheep-farming. Building A, which measures 17·5 m in length 
by 5·3m transversely over walls 0·7m in average thickness, 
may have originated as a cruck-framed byre-dwelling, but it 
has subsequently undergone at least two major 
modifications resulting in a confused pattern of window- and 
doorway-openings and the removal of all except one cruck
slot in the NE side-wall . Buildings E, D, K and L are 
identifiable as dwellings with attached ancillary units, and 
preserve remains of chimneyed fireplaces. There are mural 
aumbries in the lower N side-wall of building E, whilst 

313C building D has a cupboard with slab-stone shelves in its N 
side-wall and, adjacent to the chimney-breast, there is an 

314 aumbry, divided into quarters. Building L, which was 
probably the most recently erected and occupied dwelling on 
the site, had loft accommodation above the sw room. There is 
a low-level lintelled opening of uncertain purpose in the 
cross-wall of this building, and outside the sw angle there is a 
small mortar or knocking-stone. 

The remains of a corn-drying kiln (M) occupy a detached 
bankside position nearby. It has a short, lintelled flue on the 
lower side, and the bowl measures about 2 m in diameter at a 
height of some 1· 3 m above the base of the flue. The rounded 
upper end-wall of building H may have formed part of a 
similar structure at an earlier date, but there is no internal 
evidence to corroborate this identification. An arc of 
boulders demarcates a rounded platform of unknown 
purpose adjacent to the SE gable-wall of building G. The 
buildings are linked by a network of paths, while the major 
tracks that skirt the sand E edges of the township are 
bounded by substantial dykes and have the appearance of 
hollow-ways, especially in the vicinity of building K. 

None of the surviving remains can be ascribed to a period 
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before 1800, and for the most part they appear to belong to 
the first half of the 19th century. The place-name, however, is 
of Norse origin, and the lands of Lurabus have been on 
record since the later Middle Ages, forming part of the 
possessions of the lordship of Dunivaig and, subsequently, 
the estate ofKildalton. 1 A rental of 1733 shows that the farm 
was held jointly by eight tenants, and from the evidence of a 
mid 18th-century survey and map it appears that its lands 
comprehended the whole of the coastal and moorland area to 
the E and N as far as Cragabus and Kilnaughton, thus 
incorporating the neighbouring settlements to the NE.2 A 
detailed account of the population of the township in 18393 

showed that at that date there were eight tenants who, 
together with the cottar families, formed a total population 
of 120 persons, and their stock included fifteen horses. There 
was one weaver and a slate-quarrier, who had a son and 
lodger also recorded as quarry-workers. A printed rental of 
18484 referred to the fact that the Lurabus leases had expired 
during the previous year, and thenceforward were being 
renewed only on a yearly basis. It is thus likely that most of 
the buildings were abandoned during the third quarter of the 
19th century. 

425 Shieting, Margadale, Islay 
NR403739 May 1981 

This group of about twenty-five shieling-huts is situated at a 
height of about 75 m OD on the s slopes of Shun Bheinn, 
occupying a relatively sheltered natural hollow on the middle 
reaches of the Margadale River. The huts are distributed in a 315 

linear, riparian pattern extending over a distance of more 
than 200 m from NW to SE, and they stand mainly on the low 
ridges and terraces above the left bank of the river. On higher 
ground some 50 m N of the northernmost hut there survives 
part of a substantial turf-and-stone dyke which may 
represent an associated boundary or enclosure-wall; in the 
area NE of the site this dyke and what appear to be slight 
traces of cultivation have been largely destroyed by later 
peat-workings. 

The huts themselves are generally of round-angled oblong 
or subcircular plan-form, measuring upwards of 2 m in 
internal diameter within walls about I m in thickness. The 
largest and best-preserved of the huts (A) is one of six 
bicameral structures, and its principal oblong cell measures 
4 m by 2· 5 m internally. The walls throughout are of stone or 
turf-and-stone construction and survive to a maximum 
height of about 0·8 m. There is no discernible pattern in the 
disposition of the entrances to the huts and their annexes. 

Another group of about ten shieling-huts is clustered 
around the crest of a hill just under 300 m to the w 
(NR400741). Both sites appear to lie close to the boundary 
between the neighbouring farms of Margadale and 
Ardnahoe as shown on McDougall's Map of 1749- 51, and 
what was probably an extensive tract of upland pasture may 
thus have been shared by the tenants of both properties. 

426 Riasg Buidhe, Colonsay 
NR406955 April 1978 

The ruins of this 19th-century fishing settlement lie close to 
the E coast of Colonsay about 1·7 km NE of Scalasaig 
harbour. The main group of buildings comprises a 
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continuous range which measures 66· 7 m by 5·15 m over all 
and incorporates the remains of eight single-storeyed 
domestic and agricultural units. The dwellings at the upper 
or wend of the range have projecting chimneyed fireplaces of 
secondary construction, whose flues penetrate the adjacent 
gables only at the apices. Some of the buildings retain traces 
of high-level cruck-slots, and at least one fragment of a wall
post is preserved in the SE side-wall. 

The nearby chapel and burial-ground, with their 
associated cross-slab of Early Christian date (No. 389), 
provide indirect evidence of more ancient settlement in this 
vicinity, but there are no identifiable remains earlier than the 
later 18th or 19th centuries. Riasg Buidhe was abandoned in 
1918 and the community was rehoused at Glas Aird to the 
sw.t An early 20th-century photograph shows that at that 
date the two upper cottages had roofs of tarred felt and the 
remainder were thatched. 2 

427 Township, Tockmal, Islay 
NR299473 June 1980 

The ruins of this deserted township are situated on the N 
slopes of Maol Chnoc, close to the confluence of two 
unnamed tributaries of the Sruthan Poll nan Gamhna and 
about lOOm SE of the chapel No. 396. The site comprises, to 
the Nand E, an extensive area of rig-cultivation, t and the 
main groups of buildings are laid out in a linear arrangement, 
aligned in accordance with a gradual fall in ground level from 
~E to NW. The township was served by at least four paths or 
tracks, but the hollow-way that approached the site from the 
SE appears to have been subsequently converted into a small 
dam and channelled watercourse for what was probably a 
water-mill within the complex (Buildings Hand J). 

The buildings, which were formerly thatched, are roofless, 
but the side-walls in parts stand to their original heights of up 
to 2·5m and some of the buildings also preserve much of 
their square-angled gables. There is, however, no surviving 
evidence of cruck framing. The masonry is random rubble of 
local origin comprising field-boulders and slab pinnings laid 
in a mud mortar which has a sandy admixture and occasional 
traces of lime pointing.2 The enclosure-dykes are of 
drystone-and-turf construction. The units that make up the 
main ranges (A and B) exhibit much evidence of 
reconstruction and modification. 

Building BI, which stands detached and on a slightly 
different alignment from the longer range A, represents the 
remains of the dwelling-house in the latest phases of 
occupation. It is a substantial structure measuring 15 m by 
6·1 m over walls I m in average thickness. Alterations, which 
are indicated mainly by straight joints in the masonry, 
include the insertion of a cross-wall dividing off the lower 
third of the building. Much of the NE side-wall (which 
possesses a small aumbry) and the NW gable-wall, which 
incorporates a mural fireplace and chimney-flue, may also 
have been part of a later reconstruction. There is a surviving 
original window in the sw side-wall which has through splays 
from sharp external arrises. Narrower ancillary units (BI and 
B2) abut the NW gable-wall and themselves show signs of 
rebuilding. 

Between the central units A2 and A3 in the longer range 
there is a cross-wall which has a blocked-up 
intercommunicating doorway and an aumbry on its w face, 

315 

316-1 7 

318A 



::: 
: .. :., 

Township, o 427); plan . Tockmal, lslay(N . 

316 

1 .a 
5,0 &.0 7.0 80 

2]0 



Township, Tockmal, 
"Islay (No" 427) 

aerial view from SE 
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A. Township, Tockmal, Islay (No. 427); general view from s 

conceivably a vestige of an earlier dwelling with an open 
hearth placed somewhere towards the upper end of A3. The 
foundations of older side- and end-walls in areas Al and A4 
may also be associated with this earliest phase, but the entire 
range was subsequently remodelled for agricultural 
purposes. Four of the surviving units retain evidence of 
opposed entrances in the side-walls, most of which were later 
wholly or partially blocked. The only visible internal feature 
of note is part of a kerbed transverse drainage-channel in AI. 
At the NW external angle of unit A5 there is a large projecting 
boulder bearing a cup-shaped depression,3 possibly a small 
mortar. A partly revetted platform runs along the sw side of 
this range of buildings, where the adjacent track appears to 
have been converted into a lade. The slight remains of 
buildings Hand J do not permit a precise functional 
identification but,judging from their positions close to where 
the later water-course empties into the burn, it is likely that 
the larger building (H) at least was used for water-powered 
threshing or milling. 

Other ancillary buildings (C-G) are situated to the NE of 
the main ranges and are contiguous with some of the dyked 
enclosures. The foundations of building E show that it was of 
two compartments, later extended more narrowly to a range 
of four. Beyond the short stretch of drystone walling at the 
NW end are the remains of a detached corn-drying kiln (F). 
The kiln contains a circular bowl 1·8m in diameter, and the 
flue is in the E sector. The foundations situated on the ridge 
about 30m SE of unit Al may represent the slight remains of 
another kiln, in this case possibly of oblong plan. 

None of the surviving remains is demonstrably older than 
the early decades of the 19th century, but the existence of the 
adjacent medieval chapel No. 396, coupled with the survival 
of early historical records relating to the lands and tenancy of 
Tockmal, implies the presence of settlement in this area since 
at least the early 15th century! The farm ofTockmal had for 
long been ajoint tenancy of three tenants who, together with 
their families and one cottar, in 1839, made up a total 
population of twenty-four persons and possessed six horses. S 
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The number of tenants was reduced to two at some date 
before 1843, and by 1848 the lease was being renewed 
annually by the Islay estate.6 Like Lurabus (No. 424) the 
township was probably abandoned during the third quarter 
of the 19th century. 
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B. Corn-drying kiln, Torran Dubha, Ardlussa, Jura (No. 428) 

428 Corn-drying Kiln, Torran Dubha, Ardlussa, Jura 
NR660891 August 1974 

This kiln is situated in a gully among tree-covered rocky 
ridges some 20 m w of a small boat-landing sheltered by 
Eilean Buidhe Mor. There is no evidence of former arable 
cultivation in the vicinity, and it is believed locally that the 
kiln, which is partially concealed by an over-hanging rock
face, was built to dry grain for illicit distilling. The discovery 
of the upper stone of a rotary quem when the kiln was 
excavated in 1972, however, lends weight to the suggestion 
that it was designed to allow the illicit drying and "grinding of 
corn without recourse to the landlord's mill .l 

In contrast to the kilns recorded on the Garvellachs (Nos. 
354 and 421) and Lunga,2 this example is unenclosed. Built 
against a hill-slope to the N, it measures 3·4 m in overall 
diameter and is constructed of massive drystone rubble. It 
incorporates a conical bowl measuring 1·1 m in diameter at 
the base and 2 m at the top, and having a height of I ·1 m. The 
lintelled flue has an internal width of 0·5 m and projects 0·9 m 
beyond the E face of the kiln. 
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A. Bridge, Corran River,Jura (No. 430); view from s 

INDUSTRIAL AND ENGINEERING 
WORKS, INCLUDING QUARRIES 

429 Millstone-quarry, Borraichill Mar, Port ElIen, Islay 
NR368466,371468 September 1976 

Part of the ridge extending NW from the fort, Borraichill Mor 
(No. 134) is named Cnoc na Cloiche-muilinn ('hill of the 
millstone'), but no evidence of quarrying has been identified 
there. On the N slope of Borraichill Mor itself, however, there 
lie two roughly dressed millstones of pink Dalradian 
quartzite, evidently quarried from the numerous boulders 
among the scree in that area. One of the stones measures 
1·52m in diameter by 0'36m in thickness, and is penetrated 
by a central aperture 0·19 m in diameter. The other measures 
I· 35 m by O· 33 m and its central hole, 0·18 m in diameter, has 
been cut to a depth of 130 mm from one face, while on the 
other face it has been sunk to a depth of only 40 mm except at 

B. Millstone-quarry, Borraichill Mor, Port Ellen, Islay (No. 429); 
millstone 

INDUSTRIAL AND ENGINEERING WORKS No. 430 

one point near its perimeter, where a 35 mm drill-hole, 
presumably designed to allow correct alignment, has 
penetrated the entire thickness. 

On the sw slope of the hill, some 200 m from the w 
boundary of the fort, a large irregular slab of quartzite, 
measuring about 2·2 m by 1·75 m by 0-46 m in thickness, has 
been levelled on a working-platform of boulders. Successive 
attempts were made to extract a millstone, as shown by at 
least three sets of pecked or incised perimeter-marks set out 
from at least two different centres, one of which is marked by 
a well-defined pin-hole. The various circles had diameters of 
1·4 rn, I· 5 m and 1·6 m, but one length of the perimeter of the 
I· 5 m circle was the only one to be fully shaped, and the stone 
was presumably abandoned when a large fragment broke 
off. 

The large dimensions of these stones indicate that they 
were probably quarried in the 19th century, perhaps for use 
in the local distilleries. 

430 Bridge, Corran River, Jura 
NR544720 July 1974 

This is a handsome three-arched structure of rubble masonry 
with cut-water piers. All the arches are segmental in form, the 319A 

central one, which has a span of7·3m, rising to a height of 
3·25 m above water-level. The overall length of the bridge is 
32 m and the roadway has a width of3·7 m. 

The bridge was erected to serve the road carried up the east 
coast of Jura under the direction of the Commissioners for 
Highland Roads and Bridges during the first decade of the 
19th century (cf. Nos. 434,438). The structure was completed 
in 1809-10 to a design of David Wilson, road engineer in 
Lochgilphead, at a cost of £394. 17s. Od., the builders being 
William Morrison and Peter McEwan, masons at 
Lochgilphead, as subcontractors under Archibald Campbell 
ofJura. 1 
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A. Horizontal mill, Druim a' Mhuilinn, Jura (No. 431); plan 

431 Horizontal Mill, Druim a' Mhuilinn, Jura 
NR564735 April 1981 

The remains of a small building are situated in a sheltered 
hollow on the sw bank of the Abhainn a' Gharbh-achaidh, 
close to the foot ofa waterfall some 2·5 minheightand 400m 
NW of the mouth of the stream. Its identification as a 
horizontal mill is confirmed by the name of the adjacent 
hillside, Dmim a' Mhuilinn ('ridge of the mill'). Local 
tradition, however, states that it was used for illicit whisky
distilling,! and in view of its secluded position it may also 
have served this purpose, perhaps after the mill was 
abandoned in fa vour of the estate mill at Craighouse. 

Water was brought to the mill by a stone-lined lade which 
can be traced for some 30 m to the NW. About 16 m from the 
building the lade opened into a small pond, which was 
revetted with boulders at the SE edge and provided with an 
overflow ditch leading back to the stream. The walls of the 
lower chamber of the mill, which survive to a height of about 
1·4 m, were made by cutting into the bank and revetting it 
with massive boulders to form a room about 2·6 m square. 
Water from the lade was directed on to the mill wheel 
through a chute in the w wall, and flowed out to the stream 
through a stone-lined channel in the floor. Nothing survives 
of the upper chamber, which contained the millstones. 

432 Iron Bridge, Duich, Islay (Site) 
NRC.303554 May 1978 

There are no visible remains of the cast-iron bridge which 
was described in 1811 as being 'light and elegant' and having 
'stood several years'.! It was erected at a cost of about £140, 
much of which was contributed by WaIter Campbell of 
Shawfield and Islay. According to the same source, the 
bridge spanned 'a considerable stream' and was situated 
'between Bowmore village and Laggan Bay' . The site of this 
bridge over a tributary of the River Duich is commemorated 
by the name 'An Drochaid Iaruinn' that has continued to be 
applied to its masonry-built successor, and J G MacNeill, 
writing in 1900, recorded that as a boy he had seen fragments 
of the iron bridge in his grandfather's house at Duich. 2 

433 Quern-quarries, Eilean Bhride, Islay 
NR458478 June 1982 

This site is located close to Acairseid Cholla, an inlet on the E 

shore of the sheltered natural harbour lying between Eilean 
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Bhride and the islets adjacent to the sw.! An outcrop of 
coarse-grained grey-green epidiorite forms a series of almost 
vertical south-facing rock-faces, one of which, immediately N 
of the inlet, preserves the circular depressions from which at 
least a dozen quem-stones have been removed. Two almost
intact examples measure respectively 0'46m and 0·51 m in 
diameter within grooves 80mm wide and 90mm deep. A 
second rock -face, some 25 m to the NE, shows evidence of the 
removal of at least eight small quem-stones, and one larger 
stone, 0·9 m in diameter, remains in situ. Some 30 m SE of the 
head of the inlet there lies a slab, 1·1 m across and O' 35 m 
thick, which has been placed horizontally and partially 
worked to produce a millstone about 0·9 m in diameter. 
About half of the perimeter has been fully shaped, while the 
remainder of the circle is cut to a depth of 80 mm, leaving a 
sunken outer flange. 

As in the case of the similar quarries on Gigha,2 it is 
probable that these remains are of no great antiquity. The 
rock-type itselfis not exceptionally suitable for grinding, and 
the quarry presumably owed its location to its convenience 
for transport by sea. 

Quern-quarries, Eilean Bhride, 
Islay (No. 433) 

B. quern-stones in rock-face 
Jetty. Feolin, Jura (No. 434) 

C. drawing in Telford, Arias 

c 
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A. Jetty, Feolin, Jura (No. 434); view from E 

B. Tileworks, Foreland, Islay (No. 435); clay-mixing machine 

434 Jetty, Feolin, Jura 
NR440692 Augustl974 

This jetty, together with one at Lagg (No. 438), was erected 
under the direction of the Commissioners for Highland 
Roads and Bridges, in 1809-10 in accordance with a plan and 
specification provided by James Hollinsworth, civil engineer 

320C at Crinan, modifying a design of 1806 by David Wilson. Both 
piers were intended primarily for drove-road traffic. The 

321A jetty is constructed of large blocks of local rubble and is of 
simple, round-ended plan, having a slipway on each side. 1 

435 Tileworks, Foreland, Islay 
NR272646 May 1976 

The remains of this small industrial complex stand on the 
edge of marsh land about 400 m NE of Foreland House. The 

C. Tileworks, Foreland, Islay (No. 435); view from sw 
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L-shaped layout consists of drying-shed, engine-house and 
kiln, and there are traces of clay-pits nearby. 

The foundations and upstanding masonry piers are all that m c 
now survive of the former drying-shed. It measures 30·6m in 
length from N to S by 8· 3 m in overall width. The piers, which 
divide its length into ten bays, stand to a height of about 3 m 
and are battered externally. The engine-house is a roofless 
shell about 10m square, at the centre of which are the 
remains of a cylindrical clay-mixing machine of cast iron. 3218 

This measures about 0·8 m in diameter and was formerly 
horse-driven by an overhead shaft from an internal horse-
gang. The ruinous kiln, which forms the w limb of the layout, 
is of a two-aisled updraught type, measuring just over 14 m 
from N to s by 9·7m transversely and incorporating vaulted 
and buttressed side-aisles about 3 m in width. 

This is almost certainly the plant that was described in 
1843 as having 'lately been erected for making drain-tiles'. 1 
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436 Old Lead-mines, Islay 
May 1976 

Traces of former lead-workings on Islay are distributed over 
a wide area which extends from Balulive in the N to Loch 
Bharradail in the s, and they are associated with groups of 
Dalradian limestone. The most extensive remains are at 
Mulreesh (NR4068), where there are abandoned shafts, 
waste-dumps and an adit, together with the ruins of a rubble-

3228 built engine-house and an ore-dressing plant, all belonging to 
the latest phases of mining activity in the second half of the 
19th century. Much of the limestone was evidently ore
bearing at the surface and, according to Dr John Walker, this 
was the first recorded discovery of metallic veins in limestone 
in Scotland. 1 Earlier mining operations are indicated by a 
surrounding field of open-cast workings, the ubiquitous 
'trenching ... not above six feet deep' observed by Pennant in 
1772 and the 'innumerable shallow pits and trenches' 
criticised by another visitor to the mines some time before 
1810. 2 

The remains of similar open-cast operations and later 
shafts can be seen at the former mines of North and South 
Ardachy which cover much of the area E and SE of Loch 
Bharradail (NR3963), and which together formed one of the 
main centres of the island's lead-mining industry in the 18th 
century. Another principal vein that was worked in similar 
fashion is situated at Gartness (NR3965- 6) SE of Ballygrant 
village, while lead-mining at Kilslevan (NR4167) succeeded 
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Old lead mines, Islay (No. 436) 
A. lead-smelting furnace at Freeport, 1772 
B. engine-house and cottage at M ulreesh 

frams 

the working of copper ore which had commenced there 
about 1760. There are no identifiable remains pf the lead
smelting furnace that was in operation at the date of 
Pennant's visit in 1772\ it was situated 'near Freeport', an 
unidentified site near Port Askaig, probably at, or close to 
the site ofthe later distillery at Caol Ha (NR428700) . 

Many of the old workings may be of medieval origin, and 
in 1549 Donald Monro referred to the occurrence of 'mekle 
leid ovir [much lead ore] in Moychaolis' .4 An abortive 
attempt was made to realise some of the value of the lead 
deposits in 1619, and from about 1680 onwards the workings 
were intermittently exploited by a succession oflessees, most 
notably during the third quarter of the 18th century and 
again after 1862. s* Mining operations ceased in about 1880 
and much of the plant and machinery was sold after the 
termination of the final lease in 1904. 

Detailed reports compiled in 1770 gave a comparatively 
favourable account of the physical condition and potential 
capacity of the mines, the expense of working them and the 
quality of the lead itself, which was said to have much 
impressed Alexander Sheriff, manager of the Leadhills 
mines. 6 The reports provide some indication of the amount 
and value of the lead extracted, but the only available annual 
series of figures on output relate to the last active phase at 
Mulreesh between 1862 and 1880; during that nineteen-year 
period a total of 1,919 tons of ore produced 1,426 tons oflead 
and 18,424 ounces of silver. 7 
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Whisky distilleries, Islay (No. 437); view ofCaollla Distillery from SE, c. 1870 

There are few reliable details concerning the size and 
composition of the work-force. It is known, however, that 
John Taylor, a celebrated centenarian,s was employed as 
overseer of a large body of English miners on Islay during the 
earlier part of his career from 1708 to 1730, and a rental of 
1722 records that the dwellings of the miners 'in the mynes of 
Isla' were at that date situated at Knocklearoch9 where 
building-foundations of indeterminate date and character 
are still to be found in the vicinity of the more modern 
farmstead (NR399649). 

437 Whisky Distilleries, Islay 
Various dates 1980 

At the period of survey there were eight active commercial 
distilleries on Islay, together with the remains ofa ninth, that 
of Lochindaal at Port Charlotte, which was closed and partly 
dismantled in 1929. The list, in chronological order of 
foundation, comprises Bowmore (1779; NR309599), Ardbeg 
(1794; NR414462), Lagavulin (1816; NR404457), Laphroaig 
(1820; NR387452), Port Ellen (1825; NR358458), Lochindaal 
(1829; NR251584), Caol Ila (1846; NR429700), Bunna
habhainn (1881; NR420732) and Bruichladdich (1881 ; 
NR264612).1 Many of these were founded as a result of 
general legislation enacted between 1816 and 1823, and by 
the 1830s there were as many as sixteen licensed distilleries on 
the island, some of which appear to have been small and 
relatively short-lived concerns. With its ideal local supplies of 
water, peat and barley, Islay had by that time established a 
long tradition in the making of pot-still malt whisky on a 
domestic basis, including much illicit distillation; thus some 
of the larger businesses such as Laphroaig, Lagavulin and 
Ardbeg seem to have grown up from farming and smuggling 
origins, while Port Ellen distillery was converted from a malt 
milJ.2 Since the early 1960s they have been extensively 
modernised, particularly with regard to plant and 
equipment, and this article presents a summary description 
only of those early or traditional features that have survived. 

INDUSTRIAL AND ENGINEERING WORKS No. 437 

All the distilleries were built on the coast for direct access 
by sea. Those at Port Ellen, and notably Bowmore, are near 
harbours, and the remainder, apart from Laphroaig, are 
equipped with piers or jetties. At Laphroaig coal and other 
supplies were delivered by Clyde 'putTers' and then trans
shipped into small boats, or at low tide into carts, for 
movement ashore. The whisky was floated out to the ships in 
casks lashed together and a similar practice was also adopted 
at LochindaaP The most important factor influencing their 
location, however, was water-supply, which was drawn from 
the neighbouring uphill lochs, springs and burns. In the case 
of Bowmore, it became necessary to cut a nine-mile lade in 
order to tap new sources,4 and at Ardbeg an artificial channel 
links Lochs Iarnan and Uigendail serving the distillery. At 
Laphroaig and Lagavulin nearby dams were intended to 
conserve the water-supply in the event of drought. 

The principal buildings of a distillery layout are the multi
storeyed malt-barns, the extensive warehouse ranges, and the 
distillation block itself. They present impressive and 
picturesque groupings, characterised by the pyramidal 
pagoda-style roofs of the kilns and in former times, by tall 
chimney-stacks. 

The earlier distilleries evolved piecemeal, and Laphroaig, 
whose physical development is well documented from 1840 
onwards, is typical in its sequence of building-phases which 
culminated in a complex nucleated layout by about 1900. 5 At 
the later distilleries, such as Bruichladdich and 
Bunnahabhainn, the main processing units were disposed in 
a regular courtyard layout. 6 Bruichladdich has a formal 
entrance-range incorporating terminal pyramidal roofs, and 
Bunnahabhainn is almost fortress-like in the treatment of its 
extensive seaward frontage with central high wall and portal. 

The building-materials consist of local rubble and slate, 
though latterly brickwork was increasingly used, and at 
Bruichladdich the main frontage and still-house range were 
built of two-leaf pre-cast concrete blocks, then a fairly new 
material. The external walls are whitewashed, and internally 
the floors and roofs of the earlier buildings are framed in 
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Whisky distilleries,lslay (No. 437); A. view of Lagavulin Distillery from N. c. 1900-40 
B. early view ofBruichladdich Distillery from s 

B 

timber, supported on cast-iron columns over the wider spans. 
The typical malt-barn is of two or three storeys, including 

a barley-loft for initial storage of the grain, furnished with a 
loading-door and barley-hoist. The lower or 'malting
floors' , whiCh are surfaced with quarry-tiles, have restricted 
head-room and are subdivided into long working-aisles by 
regular rows of columns. The floors are sparingly lit from the 
side-walls by small regular-spaced windows fitted with 
internal wooden shutters for controlling the temperature 
conditions within. Normally contiguous with the malt-barn, 
and at the opposite end to the 'steeps' - used for soaking the 
barley prior to germination - is the kiln for drying the 'green' 
malt. The kiln averages about 10·7 m square, and at ground 
level contains a central brick furnace surmounted by a 
hopper-shaped smoke-funnel whose sheet-metal sides spread 
outwards to encompass the drying-floor, usually about 4· 3 m 
above. The earliest surviving malt kiln-barns on Islay, 
probably dating from the 1850s, are the two opposing ranges 

324 

at Ardbeg, one of which has a double-kiln arrangement, and 
that at Port Ellen, which incorporates a masonry elevator 
tower at the end opposite to the kiln. A later and now disused 
barn at Lagavulin, which also has a double-kiln arrangement 
along its s side, retains a fine timber truss-roof and a barley
bogey, and is of special interest for its overhead monorail 
system for conveying grain in wicker baskets over the 
malting-floor. 7 Well-preserved iron steeps survive at Port 
Ellen and Bruichladdich. 

The 'mash-house', 'tun room', and 'still-house' are 
invariably grouped together under one or more roofs, and 
contain a complex array of vessels and apparatus. Most of 
the plant has to be renewed periodically but although the few 
early features that survive are no older than the 1880s, the 
major components such as the fermenting vessels and copper 
stills preserve much of their traditional style and character. 8* 
Old-style mash-tuns are to be found at Laphroaig and 
Bruichladdich, and one of the last riveted stills to survive in 
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Whisky distilleries. [slay (No. 437) 
A. malt-kilns at Port Ellen Distillery. c. 190()-4() 
B. malt-barn at Ardbeg Distillery from NE 

Scotland also remains in use at Bruichladdich. Adjoining the 
still-house, or situated nearby, is the 'filling-store', where the 
newly-made spirit is put into casks. The spirit receiver at Caol 
IIa, which is situated in the warehouse, has a capacity of 
8,500 gallons and is by far the largest on the island; another 
good example can be seen at Lagavulin. 

The 1823 legislation included provision for the storage of 
whisky in bond without payment of duty, and warehouses 
progressively became more numerous and space-consuming. 
Most are of single-storeyed type, disposed in long contiguous 
ranges designed for the storage of casks in tiers of four or 
five, and having earth floors to preserve a moist atmosphere. 
Attractive examples exist at Port Ellen, dated betwen 1846 
and 1907,9 and also along the shore at the former Lochindaal 
distillery at Port Charlotte. All are whitewashed and 
characterised by their barred and louvred windows; they also 
have stout wooden doors secured with heavy locking-bars 
and double shrouded padlocks. Occasionally, as at 
Lagavulin and Bruichladdich, the basements of malt-barns 
were used for storage and at Ardbeg and Caol IIa the 
warehouses are multi-storeyed. The three-storeyed building 
at Caol IIa, which has pilastered brick walls and timber floors 
slatted to promote air circulation, dates from about 1900 and 
is the last and most impressive of the traditional-style 
warehouses to have been erected on Islay. 

Ancillary buildings worthy of note include a peat-shed 
constructed entirely of timber, which stood in the courtyard 
at Ardbeg until 1979,10 and a cooperage repair-shop at 
Bunnahabhainn which is still equipped with a fine range of 
cooper's tools. Suitable offices and living-accommodation 
for the resident manager also usually formed part of the 
distillery complex, and living-quarters for the Excise Officer 
were a statutory requirement. After 1893, a standard house 
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was specified for this purpose, 11 normally a substantial house 
of four bedrooms, and examples are to be found at Caol IIa 
and Laphroaig, dating from about 1896 and 1905 
respectively. Those at Ardbeg, Bruichladdich, and Port Ellen 
are semi-detached dwellings, originally designed to 
accommodate both the Excise Officer and the Distillery 
Manager. 

INSCRIBED STONES 
(I) Affixed to the gable of the filling-store at Lagavulin is 

a slate tombstone roughly wrought, splayed at the foot, and 
bearing a commemorative inscription to Angus Johnson of 
Lagavulin, who died in 1820. 

(2) Lying in the cask-yard at Port Ellen is a dismantled 
lintel-stone, 2·3 m in length by 0·46 m in width, bearing 
within a small rectangular panel the incised inscription, A.K. 
Mackay & CO/l825. 

438 Harbour, Lagg, Jura 
NR598785 June 1982 

This harbour is situated on the w shore of Rubh' a' Chamais, 
the promontory that encloses the E side of Lagg Bay, some 
14· 5 km NNE of Craighouse. In the early 19th century the 9 km 
sea-crossing from Lagg to Keills in Knapdale was the normal 
route for cattle, not only from Jura itself, but for those 
landed from Colonsay at Loch Tarbert and for over 2,500 
animals annually from Islay, which were driven over a hill
road from Feolin (No. 434) on the Sound of Islay.l An 
application for a Parliamentary Road to link the ferries at 
Lagg and Feolin was made in 1804, and following an 
inadequate survey by George Langlands a new line was 
established and piers for both terminals designed in 1806 by 
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David Wilson, a Lochgilphead surveyor. Archibald 
Campbell of Jura himself undertook the contract in the 
following year, ~md work on the piers began in 1809, when 
the road was well advanced. 2 Wilson's designs were modified 
by James Hollinsworth, civil engineer at Crinan, and at Lagg 
alterations to the slipway increased the estimated cost from 
£88. 9s. 6d. to £375. 6s. 4d. Both piers were usable in autumn 
1810, although final approval from Thomas Telford's 
inspector was not certified until two years later, when the 
KeiIIs- Lagg ferry became the official postal route for mails 
to Jura and Islay.3 An extension of the road from Lagg to 
Loch Tarbert was constructed in 1814.4 

The old road runs past the former inn at the head of the 
bay, and along the w shore of the promontory. Close to its 

326B rocky N extremity, a curving approach-causeway bounded 
by parapets ofmortared rubble, 3·5 m apart and about 1·2 m 
high, leads to a slipway which can be used at all states of the 
tide. The combined length of the slipway and its approach is 
about 60 m, and both are constructed of massive irregular 
blocks of the local epidiorites and quartzites. The 1807 
building-contract for the roads and piers stipulated that 'the 
Rock on the East side of the Point of Lagg (where the Cattle 
are boated at present) shall be brought to a regular inclined 
plane', and that the rock on the w side should also be reduced 
to form a slipway,S but the existing structure owes its 
substantial character to Hollinsworth's revised design of 
1809. There is no evidence of construction on the E shore of 
the promontory. 

Some 40 m sw of the slipway, in the tidal part of the bay, 
326A there is the curving pier, 35 m long and 4 m wide, built 'for 

preservation of the ferry boats'. Built of rubble masonry, 
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Harbour, Lagg, Jura (No. 438) 
A . view of pier from SE 

B. slipway and approach
causeway from sw 

Lighthouse, Port Ellen, Islay 
(No. 439) 

C. view from w 
D . oriel window in S wall 

c 

with a coping and pavement of vertical slabs, the seaward 
face is battered and the rounded pier head incorporates a stair 
to the s, as in Wilson's design-drawing of 1806.6 

439 Lighthouse, Port Ellen, Islay 
NR349443 August 1977 

This lighthouse-tower stands on the tip of Carraig Fhada, a 326C 

low rocky promontory about 1·6 km sw of Port Ellen 
harbour, and its beacon provides a fixed light for the main 
approaches to the harbour. A lengthy inscription in the w 
wall above the doorway includes the date 1832 and records 
that the tower was erected to the memory of Lady Ellinor 
Campbell by her husband, WaIter Frederick Campbeli. 1 

It is of stepped L-plan form comprising a three-storeyed 
and parapeted main block, which is about 5· 5 m square on 
plan, and at the NE angle a 3·4 m square stair-tower of slightly 
lesser height. The walls, which measure 0·8 m in thickness at 
base, are constructed of Iimewashed rubble masonry; the 
quoins are offset, and the other external details are designed 
in a variety of architectural styles. The doorway in the N re
entrant has a shoulder-headed lintel, while a formal entrance 
in the landward-facing w wall is set within an elaborate roll
moulded surround which has a hood-moulded four-centred 
arched head; above this doorway is the date and the 



I, teasing machine 

2-3, carders 

4, piecing machine 

5-6, power-looms 

7, pirn-winder 

8, slubbing billy 

9-10, spinning jennies 

Il, pedal-loom 

12, hanking reel 

13, pirn-winder 

14, spool-bank 

15 , warping stakes 

16-18, hand-looms 

19, steeping tubs 

20, dye vats 

21, boiler 

22, oven 

23, cloth-press 

24, washing machine 

25, water-wheel 

Woollen mill, Redhouses, 
Islay (No. 440); plans 

, , , , 
"-

~--~I~il~i~ii~ii~lri T~--~----~1 
14-' 

..... ---..... - .......... , 
\ 
\ 
I 
I 
I 
I 

SIt! 
( 

INDUSTRIAL AND ENGINEERING WORKS No. 440 

commemorative panel (supra) . The windows generally are 
round-headed single-light openings with chamfered external 
surrounds, and some retain evidence of fixed iron frames and 
glazing-bars. The openings are paired on the first floor while 
the second floor is lit by a V-traceried oriel window in the s 
wall. The parapets of the main block and stair-turret are 
borne on triple courses of continuous corbelling above a row 
ofdentils. 

The stair is of stone turnpike construction and ascends to a 
landing just below the second floor. Thence a ladder gives 
access to the flat roof where the frame of the modernised 
beacon and lens-mechanism is mounted. The principal 
internal feature of interest is a large chimney-piece in the E 

wall of the first-floor room whose four-centred arched 
opening and moulded stone surround echo the late Gothic 
treatment of thew doorway. 

440 Woollen Mill, Redhouses, Islay 
NR351632 October 1979 

This mill stands on the E bank of the River Sorn, about 2 km 
NE of Bridgend, and is approached by means of a bridge 
leading across the river. Immediately s of the bridge are the 
remains of an earlier carding-mill, perhaps of late 18th- or 
19th-century date. 

The existing mill, built in 1883, is L-shaped on plan and 
comprises a gable-ended main block of three storeys, from 
the s side of which there extends a single-storeyed wing. The 
building is plainly constructed of local rubble masonry, the 
openings having undressed surrounds with rough slab-lintels 
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and sills. The upper storeys of the main block incorporate 
central loading-doors in the E gable, designed initially for 
admitting machinery, and above the uppermost one there 
was formerly a beam-and-pulley hoist. The roofs were 
originally slated, that over the main block incorporating a 
row of hinged roof-storeys. Above a solid ground floor, the 
floors are of timber construction, comprising cross-joists and 
main beams carried on two intermediate rows of posts. 

Driven by water-power, the mill is primarily of interest for 
the machinery it contains and the traditional methods 
employed for processing the wool from its raw state, through 
the various stages of manufacture, to the finished product. 
Some of the machinery is said to have been brought from the 
earlier mill, where the grandfather of Mr W B Christie 
(weaver at the date of survey) first worked after coming to 
Islay in 1873. 1 

The layout of the machinery and equipment is indicated in 
327 the accompanying plan. Within the ground floor of the main 

block there are situated a teasing machine, two two-cylinder 
carders and a piecing machine; there are also two power
looms, respectively for making blankets and tweeds, and a 
pi rn-winder. All these machines are belt-driven from pulleys 
linked to an overhead shaft harnessed to the main-drive from 
the water-wheel. On the first floor, along the s wall, there is a 
90-spindle slubbing billy, and along the centre and the N wall 
respectively, a 102-spindle and a II8-spindle spinning jenny, 
all power-driven from pulleys situated at the wend. There is 
also a small Hattersley pedal-loom of more recent 
installation. On the second floor there are three hand-looms, 
a pi rn-winder and various ancillary pieces of equipment 
including a hanking reel and warping stakes. 

Within the wing, an all-iron low breasts hot water-wheel 
with an unusual chain-drive mechanism is situated alongside 
the s wall, and adjacent to this is a milling machine. In the 
Dye House, at the other end of the same compartment, there 
are a range of dye vats, an oven and a boiler, and two tubs for 
steeping the spun hanks. Beyond, in a later extension, is a 
Press Room which preserves a hand-made cloth-press. 

The various machines and pieces of equipment, some of 
which are among the last specimens of their kind to survive in 
Britain, are noted on the plans in their approximate sequence 
of use. Briefly, the process consists of preparing the raw 
wool, carding and piecing it into continuous strands, and 
then spinning it into a suitable yarn, after which it is formed 
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Rinns ofIslay Lighthouse, Orsay, Islay {No. 441) C 
A. aerial view from s 
B. sundial 
C. view from NE 

into hanks and washed and dyed ready for weaving. After 
weaving, the finished cloth, whether of tweeds, rugs or 
blankets, goes through a final process of washing and 
shrinking in the milling machine, following which it is dried 
on tenter frames, situated on high ground behind the 
weaver's cottage to the NW. 

441 Rinns ofIslay Lighthouse, Orsay, Islay 
NRI63514 May 1981 

This lighthouse, which first displayed its light in 1825, is 
situated a few metres s of the highest point of the offshore 
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island of Or say, and rises to a lantern 45·7m in height above 
the high-water level of spring tides. 1 The tower measures 

328A.C 6·15 m in diameter over all at the base, where it is partly 
enclosed by a single-storeyed semicircular storage-annexe. It 
stands on the NE side of a small oblong courtyard opposite a 
storehouse and flanked by a symmetrical pair of 
lightkeepers' houses, each of which has a flat roof, a 
pedimented NE frontage and two sets of paired octagonal 
chimney-stacks. The present living-quarters and the 
machine-room are contained in a large detached range added 
to the E of the original complex probably a short time after 
1900. 

The walls throughout are of lime-washed rubble masonry 
with painted or exposed buff-coloured sandstone dressings. 
The tower rises with a regular batter through five stages 
which are demarcated by plain stone bands. The stair
landing above the fifth stage is lit by four circular windows, 
and the balcony, which received the addition of a porch in the 
early 20th century,2 is carried on a moulded cornice of plain 
ogival profile which is repeated around the base of the 
lantern and the eaves of the associated courtyard pavilions. 
Much of the framework of the lantern and lozenge-patterned 
balcony railing appears to belong to the original period of 
construction, but the lens-mechanism, which itself dated 
from 1896, was modernised in 1978.3 The chain and weights 
of the turning-mechanism were formerly contained within 
the central well of the spiral stone staircase. The stair 
balustrade is composed of looped cast-iron balusters of 
cruciform section, and the cast-iron basket grate of a 
fireplace on the ground floor of the tower bears in relief the 
symbol and motto of the Northern Lighthouse Board. The 
basement of the semicircular storage-annexe, which is ceiled 
with a radial barrel vault, is entered by a substantial two-leaf 
door and incorporates a high-level loading-hatch in the sw 
end-wall. The interior of each of the keepers' houses, which 
exhibit evidence oflater modifications, comprises four main 
rooms grouped around a central flue-bearing spine-wall. 

A few metres N of the tower there is a sundial which has a 
3288 fluted pedestal and a brass dial engraved with the name of the 

lighthouse and that ofthe makers, Adie and Son, Edinburgh. 

INDUSTRIAL AND ENGINEERING WORKS 

Ruvaal Lighthouse, 
Islay (No. 442) 

A. doorway and panel 
B. view from w 
C. detail of sundial 

No. 442 

This was the first lighthouse to be erected on Islay by the 
Commissioners of Northern Lighthouses, apparently 
following strong pressure from 'the shipping interest'.4 
Designed by Robert Stevenson, it was built in 1824-5 by the 
contractor, John Gibb of Aberdeen, at a total cost of over 
£8,000, and was the scene of the young Alan Stevenson's first 
practical experience in lighthouse construction. 5 It was 
described by Lord Kelvin in 1879 as one of 'the three best 
revolving lights in the world'. 6 

442 Ruvaal Lighthouse, Islay 
NR425791 September 1981 

This lighthouse stands within its walled precincts on the 
headland at the N entrance to the Sound of Islay. It was 
erected between 1857 and 1859 to the design of the engineers, 
David and Thomas Stevenson, for the Northern Lighthouse 
Board, which was then under the financial control of the 
Board of Trade. I • An inscribed panel over the main w 329A 

doorway into the tower commemorates the date 1857, the 
names of the engineers, the contractor, A MacDonald, and 
the inspector, D Matthew. 

The tower measures 5·8 m in diameter and rises to a height 3298 

of about 36 m at the lantern. It is constructed of lime-washed 
brick laid in English bond; plain sandstone dressings are 
employed for the windows and doorways, and a moulded 
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corbel-course supports the balcony. The interior contains a 
stone-built newel stair and an original lens-mechanism 
inscribed with the names of the engineers and the date 1858. 
A short distance sw of the tower there is a range of 
Iightkeepers' cottages, also built of lime-washed brick in 
English bond with sandstone dressings. The original nucleus 
of this range measures 23·1 m in length from NW to SE by 9· 3 m 
transversely, and, prior to the alterations of 1959-60, 
comprised a store at the NW end and two separate domestic 
units which had respectively three and four heated rooms 
grouped around a central spine-wall. According to evidence 
presented to a Royal Commission investigating the 
lighthouse service in 1859-61, the newly completed dwellings 
at Ruvaal were critically described as being 'more like dog 
kennels than anything else'. 2 

On the SE side of the track leading from the main gate into 
the lighthouse establishment there is a sundial with fluted 

]29C pedestal and brass dial engraved with the name of the 
lighthouse and that of the makers, Adie and Son, Edinburgh. 

443 Old Pier, Small Isles Harbour, Craighouse, Jura 
NR527671 August 1974 

This pier was erected under the direction of the 
Commissioners for Highland Roads and Bridges in 1812-14 
in accordance with a plan and specification prepared by John 
Sinclair, road surveyor, at an estimated cost of £712. The pier 
is constructed oflocal rubble blocks and is L-shaped on plan, 
having landing-steps on the inner side of the main sea-wall; a 
second flight of steps was subsequently constructed on the 
outer side of the sea-wall.' 

444 Horizontal Mill, Sruthan a' Mhuilinn Duibh, Colonsay 
NR376908 April 1978 

The slight remains of the horizontal or 'black' mill that is 
commemorated in the name of this burn are situated about 
300 m E of the Strand at Garvard. The burn is spanned by a 
series of slabs, one of which retains part of a circular aperture 
which formerly received a vertical drive-shaft. Beneath the 
slabs there is a drystone-built wheel-chamber which is 
roughly circular on plan and measures 1·75 m in diameter. 
On each side of the stream there is an indeterminate scatter of 
rubble covering a roughly oblong area measuring about 7 m 
from E to w by 5 m transversely. The gully over which these 
remains are spread has a fall in water-level of about 1 m. A 
half-finished millstone is reputed to have lain near the site.' 

MISCELLANEOUS STRUCTURES 

445 Enclosure, Ard Fhraoch, Islay 
NR295479 November 1981 

The coastal promontory of Ard Fhraoch situated about 
750 m NW of the deserted settlement of Tockma1 (No. 427) 
appears to have been transformed into a defensive enclosure 
by the construction of an earth-cored bou1der-revetted wall 
across its neck. Aligned approximately NW and SE, the 
promontory is strongly defended by nature, its flanks 
presenting for the most part sheer or overhanging rock-faces 
up to 20 m high which are surmounted by steep grassy slopes 
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Enclosure, Ard Fhraoch, Islay (No. 445); plan 

rising a further 10 m. Access from the SE or landward side 
across the level neck, where the width of the promontory is 
reduced to less than 10 m, appears to have been additionally 
restricted by the deepening of a natural transverse hollow to 
form a broad flat-bottomed ditch on the NE half of the neck. 
The wall has been reduced to a grassy bank or scarp, 18 m in 
maximum length and about 1 m high, in which a number of 
isolated stones of the outer face or revetment project through 
the turf. The position of the entrance is uncertain, but it 
probably lay at the send of the wall, where access across the 
neck is not obstructed by the ditch. 

The interior, measuring IlOm in length by 50m in 
maximum breadth, comprises two relatively level shelves 



neither of which contains traces of structures. The 
subrectangular turf-walled enclosure that partially overlies 
the middle sector of the enclosure wall appears to be of 
comparatively recent date. 
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A. Enclosure, Bealach nan Crann, Islay (No. 446); plan 

446 Enclosure, Bealach nan Crann, Islay 
NR283411 November 1981 

This enclosure occupies the bulbous NE end of a sheer-sided 
rocky stack which is separated from the main series of coastal 
cliffs by the narrow defile known as Bealach nan Crann, 
some 400 m N of Dun Athad (No. 40 I) and about 850 m SSE of 
Upper Killeyan farmhouse. Access to the summit may be 
obtained, although with considerable difficulty, by scaling 
the steep, heather-grown rockface on the E which rises 15 m 
above the bottom of the defile; elsewhere the sides of the 
stack fall precipitously to the foreshore about 45 m below. 

The enclosure measures 19 m by 11 m within the denuded 
remains of a single bank, which appears to have been drawn 
round the NE half of the summit perimeter. Nowhere more 
than 1·5 m thick and of negligible height, the bank probably 
consisted, in the main, of earth and turf, revetted externally, 
or underpinned, with stone. The entrance presumably lay 
somewhere within the broad gap on the E. In the E half of the 
interior there is an oval enclosure measuring 5·0 m by 4·0 m 
inside a low grassy bank 1·5 m in average thickness; it too was 
apparently entered from the E, but its relationship to the gap 
in the main enclosure-bank suggests that it may be 
secondary. 

447 Enclosure, Caisteal Dhonnachaidh, Islay 
NR344451 November 1981 

The E end of a sloping spur that projects from the coastal 
bluff approximately lOOm s of the chapel at Kilnaughton 
(No. 373), and a little way to the w of the track leading to Port 
Ellen lighthouse (No. 439), is occupied by the slight remains 
of an enclosure. The s flank of the spur, though steep, is 
largely grass-covered and rises barely 3 m above the level of 

MISCELLANEOUS STRUCTURES No. 449 

B. Enclosure, Caisleal Dhonnachaidh, Islay (No. 447); plan 

adjacent ground. On the N flank and nose, however, 
precipitous rock-faces, increasing to almost 6 m in height, 
afford a greater degree of natural protection, while to the w a 
broad ditch has been cut across the base of the spur to impede 
access from higher ground beyond; the ditch, at present some 
7 m wide and 2·5 m deep, was probably produced by the 
accentuation of a natural hollow, and its profile may have 
been altered somewhat in relatively recent times by its use as 
a customary way. 

Roughly triangular on plan, the enclosure measures about 
15 m from E to w by 8 m in maximum breadth over all. Traces 
of an enclosing wall of stone and turf survive on the s, where 
the outer boulder foundation can still be seen on the margin 
of the summit area, and the scatter of stones that is visible 
near the middle of the N side suggests that it originally 
continued across the base of the spur, although the 
construction of the later track and adjacent field-wall has 
probably destroyed it in this sector. The summit of the spur 
falls appreciably from w to E, and it is possible that the 
conspicuous transverse scarp in the w portion of the interior 
may have been produced, in part, by attempts to provide an 
area of reasonably level ground; the facing-stones situated 
near the s end of the scarp are probably part of a revetment 
associated with such improvements. 

448 Caisteal Mhic Dhomhnuill, Islay 
NR364599 June 1975 

Situated on a level shelf 500m SE of Neriby, and overlooking 
the Mulindry Bridge over the River Laggan, there is an 
accumulation of small stones spread over an area measuring 
about 22 m across. Numerous robber-scoops, visible both 
round the perimeter and elsewhere, indicate that many stones 
have been __ removed, leaving the remainder surviving to a 
height of up to 1 m. 

449 Enclosure, Cnoc a' Chaisteil, Islay 
NR432465 April 1979 

On the rounded summit of a rocky knoll situated about 
900 m ssw of Kildalton House and 150 m NE of the fort no. 
160, there is an enclosure. Steep or vertical rock-faces 
provide strong natural protection on the w, but on all other 
sides the summit may be approached with relative ease. 

The severely wasted condition of the remains and the 
dense growth of heather and scrub which covers them 
combine to make it difficult to ascertain their precise nature 
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A. Enclosure, Cnoc a' Chaisteil, Islay (No. 449); plan 

and extent. However, the enclosure appears to measure 
approximately 12m from NE to sw by II m transversely over 
all. On the s margin of the summit settings of earth fast stones 
appear to indicate that the enclosure was bounded in this 
sector by a slightly-built drystone wall, or by an externally 
revetted bank, and natural defences were presumably 
deemed adequate on the NW; on the NE the circuit is closed by 
a length of bank, 2 m thick and O' 5 m high, which differs so 
markedly in character and state of preservation from other 
parts of the perimeter, exhibiting traces of neither an external 
revetment nor a markedly stony composition, that it may 
well be secondary. The position of the entrance cannot be 
determined with certainty, but it probably lay somewhere on 
the NE, facing the line of easiest approach. 

To the SE of the enclosure, and about 3 m below the level of 
the summit, there is a relatively level shelf on whose margin a 
number of large stones project from a dense growth of 
vegetation; it is possible that these may indicate the line of an 
outer wall, but the traces are too indistinct to permit definite 
identification. 

450 Caves, Corpacb, Jura 
NR57691 August 1974 

A number of caves lying round the shores of Corpach Bay 
show traces of human activity. A small cave situated about 
100 m N of Abhuinn na Corpaich has been walled at its 
mouth to form an external ~helter, which may have been 
roofed. Another cave about 70 m s of the burn has a rough 
stone platform at the mouth and the interior contains 
midden material. 

The use of caves on the W coast of Jura as resting-places for 
funeral parties is noted by the author of the New Statistical 
Account as follows: 'There are other caves spacious in their 
dimensions, and comfortable in their accommodation: two 
of them are called corpachs, i.e. places where the inhabitants 
of Jura and other countries, on their way to Oronsay and 
Iona to bury their dead, were in the habit of depositing the 
corpses of their friends, until a favourable opportunity of 
prosecuting their voyage to Iona and Oronsay occurred. One 
of these corpachs is in Rhuintalen, opposite to Colonsay: the 
other, called the corpach of I Columkill, is several miles to 
the north-east, along the coast'. Martin recorded the 
existence of a cave at Corpach 'which hath an altar in it; there 
are many small pieces of petrified substance hanging from 
the roof of this cave' . 1 

451 Enclosure, Giol, Islay 
NR278438 May 1979 

Situated 500m W of Giol and 150m SE of Cnoc nam 
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Meirleach, there are the remains of a roughly circular 
enclosure of unknown date and purpose, measuring about 
II m over what appears to have been a substantial wall about 
2 m thick. It has been slightly cut into the gently sloping 
ground that rises on the N side of an unnamed stream, and 
has been avoided by rig-and-furrow cultivation on the Nand 
s. The entrance may have been on the SW; the interior is level 
and heather covered. 

B. Earthwork, Gleann Bun an Easa, Islay (No. 452); plan 

452 Earthwork, Gleann Bun an Easa, Islay 
NR286465 May 1979 

Situated, at a height of about 100 m OD, on level ground 
200 m ssw of the mouth of the Sruthan Bun an Easa, there is a· 
circular earthwork measuring about 23 m in diameter within 
a bank and external ditch. Immediate approach from the 
landward (E) side is over rough moorland, and to seaward the 
site commands a wide view to the wand SW, and also to the N 
and NW, to the mouth of Loch Indaal and the Rinns; to the 
NE, however, visibility to the s end of Laggan Bay is blocked 
by the headland of Mao I nan Rim. 

The principal visible feature is the ditch, which is broad 
and flat-bottomed; on the Nand w the sides are of ragged 
profile and the bottom is irregular, being broken into shallow 
basins separated by partly undug transverse spines. On the 
SW, where best preserved, the counterscarp is exposed to a 
height of O' 7 m and the scarp to 1·7 m; on the NW the ditch is 
partly filled by a growth of moss and peat at least I m deep. 
The bank, made of material dug from the ditch, survives only 
round the s half of the circuit, standing at best O' 5 m high 
internally on the sw. There is a well-marked entrance on the 
SSE, and the interior is level and overgrown by a layer of 
spongy moss and peat up to I· 25 m deep. 

453 Enclosure, LOn na Cnuasachd, Islay 
NR402789 May 1979 

Situated on the summit of a flat-topped coastal stack 
immediately N of Lon na Cnuasachd and about 2· 3 km w of 
the Ruvaal lighthouse (No. 442), there are the wasted 
remains of a subrectangular enclosure. The summit may be 
approached with relative ease from the SW, where the side of 
the stack has crumbled to form a partly grass-covered slope, 
but on all other sides there are precipitous rock-faces up to 
9mhigh. 

The enclosure appears to have measured about 17 m by 
13 m within a single earth-and-rubble bank revetted 
externally with stone. In the E half the bank is now reduced to 



A. Enclosure, Lon na Cnuasachd, Islay (No. 453); plan 

little more than a grassy scarp from which a few isolated 
stones or short stretches of the revetment project. Elsewhere 
it is less well preserved, and in places the outer half appears to 
have been destroyed by the collapse of the cliff edge along 
which it was drawn. The interior is slightly concave and most 
of it is grass-covered; the position of the entrance is not 
appa·rent. 
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B. Enclosure, Na Dilintean, Islay (No. 454); plan 

454 Enclosure, Na Duintean, Islay 
NR313479 May 1979 

This enclosure occupies the summit of a conspicuous pointed 
hillock, about 15 m high, situated on the foreshore some 
800 m sw of Kintra farmhouse and 100 m SE of the dun No. 
197. Moderately easy access to the summit may be obtained 
byway ofa narrow path leading up the spine from the sw, but 
on all other sides the ground falls steeply away. 

The enclosure measures about 8·5m from N to s by 7·5m 
transversely over the slight remains of what was probably a 
single bank of t:arth, sand and gravel, revetted externally 
with stone. The bank is best preserved on the N half of its 
perimeter, particularly on the NE, where the outer revetment 
stands as much as 0·75 m high in four courses, the lowest 
course set as much as 2·4 m below the level of the summit; 
elsewhere the bank has been almost totally removed by 
landslips. 

The entrance was presumably situated on the sw, facing 
the line of easiest access, and the interior, now thickly 
covered with grass and heather, is comparatively level. 

MISCELLANEOUS STRUCTURES No. 455 
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C. Enclosure, Portintruan, Islay (No. 455); plan 

455 Enclosure, Portintruan, Islay 
NR383457 May 1980 

There is a ruined stone-walled enclosure situated 450 m N of 
Portintruan on the top of an isolated rock stack which rises 
some 5 m above the surrounding ground. Measuring about 
14 m by 12 m within a wall 2 m thick and up to 0-4 m high on 
the sw, it was probably entered from the E, where stone
robbing has been heaviest; elsewhere several stretches of the 
outer face, set for the most part a little back from the edge of 
the stack, remain in position. 
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p.5 n.30 Ibid., 57. 
n.31 Although a search was made on Colonsay for the shell-

mounds mentioned by Lacaille (op. cit., 29S), no convincing 
examples were discovered. The Commissioners are 

NOTES indebted to DrWGJardine, DrP A Mellarsand Mr A 
Morrison for assistance with this section. 

n.32 Megaw, J V Sand Simpson, DD A, Introduction to British 
Prehistory (1979), 7S- 129. 

n.33 Scott, J G , The Clyde Cairns of Scotland', in Powell, T G E 
et al., Megalithic Enquiries in the West of Britain (1969), 
175-222; Henshall , Chambered Tombs, 2, 15-111. The 

INTRODUCTION Commissioners are indebted to Miss A S Henshall for 
assistance with this section. 

p.1 n.1 Inventory of Argyll, 3. n.34 PSAS, 36 (I 901-2), 110-14. 
n.2 Inventory of Argyll, 2. n.35 GAJ, 7 (19S0), 113-15; additional information has kindly 
n.3 Inventory of Argyll, I. been provided by the excavators, Mr P Harrington and Dr 

p.2 n.4 The Commissioners are indebted to M r G H Collins, S J Pierpoint. 
Institute of Geological Sciences, for this paragraph on the n.36 Scott, J G, 'The Clyde Cairns of Scotland' ,in Daniel, G and 
geology of the area. Kjaerum, P (eds.), Megalithic Graves and Ritual (1973), 

n.5 See also Whittow, J B, Geology and Scenery in Scotland 117-2S; Henshall, Chambered Tombs. 2, 50, 431-2. 
(1977); Steers, J A, The Coastline of Scotland (1973); p. () n.37 PSAS,36(1901 -2), 113. 
Johnstone, G S, British Regional Geology, The Grampian n.38 Henshall, Chambered Tombs, 2, 434. 
Highlands (3rd ed., 1966, reprinted with additions 1973); p. 7 n.39 GAJ, 7(1980), 113-15. 
Storrie, Islay; Mercer, Hebridean Islands; Ritchie, Wand n.40 Ibid., 9(1982),18-30. 
Crofts, R, The Beaches of Islay, Jura and Colonsay (1974); n.41 PSAS, 108(1976-7), 71. 
Boyd, J M and Bowes, D R (eds.), The Natural Environment n.42 Information kindly provided by Mr P R Ritchie and Mr J G 
of the Inner Hebrides (Proceedings of the Royal Society of Scott; Ritchie, P R, The stone implement trade in third-
Edinburgh , 83 (1983), Section B). millennium Scotland', in Coles, J M and Simpson, D D A 

n.6 Morrison, A, Early Man in Britain and Ireland(1980), 157- (eds.), Studies in Ancient Europe (1968), 117-36, esp. I 23-{;; 
64. PSAS, 110(1978-80), 22; GAJ, 3(1974), 77. 

n.7 Jardine, W G, The Quaternary marine record in southwest n.43 Burgess, C B, The AgeofStonehenge(19S0). 
Scotland and the Scottish Hebrides', in Geological Journal, n.44 PSAS, 110(1978-80),346-55. 
special issue 7 (1977),99-118. n.45 Raftery, B, 'Iron Age burials in Ireland' , in O'Corrain, D 

n.8 Ibid., 114. (ed.), Irish Antiquity(19SI), 173-204. 
p.3 n.9 In accordance with current practice 'be' or 'ad' is used for n.46 PSAS, 106 (1974-5), 30-3. It is also possible that No. 12 is a 

uncorrected radiocarbon dates to distinguish them from remodelled chambered cairn, but excavation would be 
calendar years BC or AD. needed to confirm any interpretation. A mound of stones on 

n. IO Antiquity, 48 (1974), 65-{;; the possibility of settlement on the s flank of Be inn nam Fitheach, Colonsay (NR 407964) 
Jura between about 11 ,000 BC and 9000 BC has been was also considered as a possible kerb-cairn, but the plan 
tentatively suggested by the interpretation of three flints as suggests that it is a ruined subrectangular building. 
' tanged points' , a type of tool current at that time. In the 
absence of further evidence, however, it may be wise to wait 

p. X n.47 NSA, 7 (Argyll), 539. 

for corroboration of such early settlement (PSAS, 110 p.9 n.48 PSAS, 109(1977-8), 94-{;. 

(1978-80), 23-{;; The Kist , 22 (1981), 16); Scol/ish n.49 Morris. R W B, The Prehistoric Rock Art of Argyll (1977). 

Archaeological Review, 1 (1982), 73-4). p.IO n.50 Ibid., 119; PSAS, 94(1960-1), 51; SAF, 4(1972), 12; 

n.1I PSAS, 105(1972-4),9-32. Morris, R W B, The Prehistoric Rock Art of Argyll (1977), 

n.12 Ibid. , 110 (1978-S0), 1-31. 119. 

n.13 Ibid ., 102 (1969-70), 1-30. n.51 Burl, A, The Stone Circles of the British Isles (1976), 356, 

n.14 Ibid., 104(1971-2),1-22. 359; MacKie, E W, 'Wise Men in Antiquity?" in Ruggles, C 

n.15 Ibid ., 100(1967-8), 1-46. L N and Whittle, A W R (eds.), Astronomy and Society in 

n.16 Ibid., 103(1970-1),1 -32. Britain during the Period4ooO-J 500 B.C. (BAR, 88 (19SI », 
p.4 n.17 Burgess, ' Kilellan' , IS7-90, 204. 117, fig. 3.2; Loder, Colonsay, 10. 

n.IS DES(1959), 12; DES (1960), 15- 16; DES(196J) , 17; DES n.52 See No. 117. 
(1962),12- 13; DES (1963), 18; DES (1970), 16; DES (197 I), n.53 See Nos. 244 and 258 (DES(196J), 19 and 21); both these 
4; IASG, Additions, (0)17. The material has been deposited sites are enclosures of comparatively recent date. 
in the Hunterian Museum, University of Glasgow, and the n.54 InventoryoJ Argyll, 3, p. 68, No. 107. 
Museum ofIslay Life, Port Charlotte. n.55 Burl, HAW, 'Two "Scottish" Stone Circles in 

n.19 Information kindly provided by the excavator, Dr E W Northumberland', in Archaeologia Aeliana, 4th series, 49 

MacKie. (1971),37-51. 

n.20 Grieve, S, The Great Auk or Garefowl (1885). n.56 For a discussion of paired standing stones elsewhere in 

n.21 PSAS, 32 (IS97-8), 298-313;48(1913- 14), 52-1 OS. Scotland, see Stewart, M E C, 'Excavation of a Setting of 

n.22 PRIA,46 (1940), 76. Standing Stones at Lundin Farm near Aberfeldy, 

n.23 Lacaille, A D, The Stone Age in Scotland, (1954),196-245. Perth shire', in PSAS, 98 (I 964-{;), 140-5. 

n.24 Inventory of Argyll, 2, pp. H, pI. 2; 3, 3-4, pI. 2A. p. 11 n.57 Inventory of Argyll, 3, No. 263. 
n.25 Nature, 231 (1971), 397-8; SAF, 9(1977), 43-{;1 ; Mellars, P n.58 For a consideration of the layout and astronomical 

A, 'Excavation and economic analysis of Me so lithic shell potential of Cui to on, see MacKie, E W, op. cit., in n.51; see 
middens on the Island ofOronsay (Inner Hebrides)' , in also Thorn , A, Megalithic Sites in Britain (1967), 97,137; 
Mellars, P A (ed.), The Early Postglacial Sel/lement oJ Thorn, A, Megalithic Lunar Observatories, (1971),40, 64-5; 
Northern Europe (1978),371-96; PSAS, 109 (I 977-S), 352- Thorn, A and Thorn, A S, Megalithic Remains in Britain and 
5; Proceedings of the Prehistoric Society, 46 (19S0), 19-44. Britanny (1978), 169-70; Heggie, DC, Megalithic Science 

n.26 PSAS, 111 (1981), 516-IS. (1981); Ruggles, C L N, 'A critical examination of the 
n.27 Boreas, 7(1978),196. megalithic lunar observatories', in Ruggles and Whittle, op. 
n.28 Nature, 267 (1977), 138. cit., 153-205; Ruggles, C L N et al., Megalithic Astronomy: 
n.29 SAF, 9 (1977), 47; a number of provisional radiocarbon A New Archaeological and Statistical Study of 300 Western 

dates from Caisteal-nan-Gillean I and the Priory Midden Scol/ish Sites (BAR, forthcoming); Archaeoastronomy, 4 
suggest that the occupation on these sites may go back to (1982), S21-40; 5(1983) forthcoming. 
c.4000 be (information kindly provided by Dr Paul n.59 GAJ, 8 (1981), 107-8. 
Mellars). n.60 InventoryoJ Argyll, 3, pp. 11 , 14-16,64. 
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p.12 n.61 PSAS, 106(1974--5), 61 - 82; DES(J981), 29 . Callumkill, Islay (NR408465) appears as Kilcholmkil 
p. 20 n.62 Ptolemy (Geographia, ii, 2, 10) states that there were five: (Blaeu's Atlas ([slay)) and Killcolumkill(McDougall' s Map, 

M alaios, Ricina, Epidium and two called Ebuda. Pliny 1749- 51), indicating a lost site dedicated to St Columba. 
(Historia Naturalis, iv, 103) calls them the Hebudes (whence, p.27 n.96 Inventory of Argyll, 2, Nos. 239, 265; 3, No. 279. The 
by a misreading, comes the modern form 'Hebrides') and chapels at Kilmun, Glen Aray, Mid Argyll (ibid., 6 
puts their number at thirty; the early Irish name forthe (forthcoming)) and Ardnadam, Cowal, appear to belong to 
inhabitants of the Hebrides, probably before the settlement the same class. 
ofDal Riada, was Fir Iboth, from Primitive Goidelic Wiri p.28 n.97 Kermode, P M C and Bruce, J R, The Manx Archaeological 
Ebudon, 'men of the Ebudes' . Survey (I 968),6, 71 - 7 and passim; Megaw, B RS, in 

n.63 Watson, Celtic Place-names, 37; cf. also Archaeological Scol/ish Studies, 20(1976--7), 36--7; Cubbon, A M, in 
Journal, 1I8(1961),4O. Pearce, S (ed .), The Early Church in Western Britain and 

n.64 Cr. Rivet, A L F and Smith, C, The Place-names of Roman Ireland(BAR, 102 (1982)), 266--71 , 275-7. Forthe 
Britain (1979), 113-14, 360--1. Northern [sles, see Radford, CAR, in Wainwright, FT 

n.65 Collectanea Rerum Memorabilium, xxii, 13-15. (ed.), The Northern Isles (I 964), 170-2, 180-1; Cant, R G , 
n.66 Inventory of Argyll, I , pp. 15-20; 2, pp. 16--20; 3, pp. 17-25. The Medieval Churches and Chapels of Shetland (1976), 8- 9. 
n.67 PSAS, 52(1917- 18),250. n.98 For the 'face-cross' group, see Roe, H M, in J RSAI, 90 
n.68 GAJ, 4(1976), 55-{i. (1960), 191-206; Thomas, Early Christian Archaeology, 
n.69 Ibid., 5(1978), 54; PSAS, 110(1978- 80), 219. 128- 31. Although attention has been drawn to an example 
n.70 Guido, M, The Glass Beads of the Prehistoric and Roman of IOth- or 11th-century date at Brigham, Cumberland 

Periods in Britain and Ireland (1978), 74-{;. (JRSAI, 93(1963), 187-8; Bailey, R N, Viking Age 

p.21 n.71 Inventory of Argyll, 3, p. 19. Sculpture in Northern England (1980), 150-1), there is no 

p.22 n .72 Harding, D W (ed.), Hili-forts: Later Prehistoric stylistic reason to accept a similar date for the Riasg Buidhe 

Earthworks in Britain and Ireland (1976), 205-35. slab. The facial type is comparable with that on a Pictish 

n.73 E.g. at Dumbarton (PSAS, 97 (I 975-{i), 102- 13). bronze pin from Golspie, Sutherland (PSAS, 106 (1974--5), 

p. 23 n.74 Inventory of Argyll, 3, pp. 72- 118. 
208-10). For Irish examples of the fish motif, see PSAS, III 

n.75 PSAS, 89 (1955-{;), 292. 
(1981), 375-7. 

n.76 The finds are preserved in the Hunterian Museum, 
n.99 Inventory of Argyll, 4, No. 6, 80. 

University of Glasgow. 
n.lOO EC M S, 3, pp. 390-1; Inventory of Argyll, 6 (forthcoming). 

n.77 Inventory of Argyll, 2, Nos. 146--7;3, Nos. 165-8. 
p. 29 n.IOI Cr. fols. 32v and 292r (Henry, Kells, pis. 26, 95 and 112). 

n.78 Antiquity, 54(1980), 87- 94. 
n .102 If the suggested analysis ofSt John's Cross (Inventory of 

n.79 Cf. MacKie, E W, Dun Mor Vaul: An Iron Age Broch on 
Argyll,4, pp. 17, 201) is valid, the Kildalton Cross was 

Tiree(l974). 
perhaps the first in which the ring formed part of the 
original design. To the literature on the Iona crosses (ibid., 

p.24 n.80 Hamilton, J RC, Excavations at Clickhimin, Shetland p. 266, n.79) should be added Calvert, J A, 'The Early 
(1968), 54-{; I. Development oflrish High Crosses and their Relationship 

n.81 Inventorvof Argyll, 2, No. 166; 3, No. 144. to Scottish Sculpture in the Ninth and Tenth Centuries' 
p. 25 n.82 Ibid., 3, Nos. 144 and 167. (PhD thesis, University of California, Berkeley, 1978; 

n.83 E.g. ibid ., 2, No. 189. microfiche copy in British Library, Lending Division, 
n.84 Ibid ., 3, Nos. 167 and 210. UM79- 14559), where R B K Stevenson's early 9th-century 
n.85 Ibid., 3, p. 118, Nos. 232- 3. dating is accepted. 
n.86 Inventory of the Outer Hebrides, Skye and the Small Isles, n.103 Inventory of Argyll, 4, p. 18. The Anglo-Danish cross-head 

No. 685. from St Mary, Castlegate, York, which appears to show the 
n.87 PSAS, 83 (I 948- 9), 244. influence of the Kildalton lions (ibid. , p. 267, n .96) is 

p. 27 n.88 Adomnan, Columba (Anderson), 222- 5, 440-7. For illustrated in Royal Commission on Historical Monuments 
comparable sites in Ireland and Scotland, see Henry, F, in (England), Inventory of York , 5, pI. 22, no . 8. A single high-
PRIA ,58(1957), 45- 166; Thomas, Early Christian relieflion appears on each face of the ?II th-century cross at 
Archaeology, 43- 7, 63. the Columban site ofDrumc1iff, Co. Sligo (Henry, Irish Art, 

n.89 Henry, op. cit. , 101-4. 3, I 23-{i, pis. 49, 51). 
n.90 Ibid. , 113- 29, 147- 51 . RA S Macalister's belief that there n. I04 Inventory of Argyll, 3, No. 327, 2. 

was no example of a double cell in an Irish monastic site n.105 The most extensive review of Viking burials in Scotland 
(Transactions of the Royal Irish Academy, 31 (1896--1901), appears in Shetelig, H (ed.), Viking Antiquities in Great 
293-4) is refuted by the recent excavation of two double Britain and Ireland, part 2 (1940), the research for which was 
cells in a monastic or eremitic settlement of Early Christian carried out within a month in 1925. Despite its age and 
date at Reask , Co. Kerry (PRIA , 81 (1981), 87- 94, 153-4, errors it still provides a valuable account of the richness and 
I 58-{i()). variety of the grave-goods from Islay, Colonsay and 

n.91 Inventory of Orkney and Shetland, 2, No. 621. For recent Oronsay in a Scottish context. 
excavations by C D Morris, see Northern Studies, 7/8 n.106 An unaccompanied inhumation from Kintra, Islay (No. 
(1976),33- 7; 11 (1978),16--19. 54), has yielded a radiocarbon date of ad 830 ± 65(Gu-

n.92 Adomnan, Columba (Anderson), 153-4, 306--7; Watson, 1624). 
Celtic Place-names, 81-4. The large bay described in the n.107 PSAS, 25 (189(}-1), 432- 5. 
name Muirbulc mar ('great sea-bay' ), mentioned by p.30 n.108 Shetelig, H, 'Ship burials', in Saga Book of the Viking Club, 
Adomnan (op. cit. , 532- 3) as the place of the anchorites, 4(1904--5),326-{;3. 
may perhaps be identified as Lowlandman's Bay, 5 km NE of n.109 Miiller-Wille, M, 'Boat graves in Northern Europe' , in 
cm Earnadail, rather than Loch Tarbert. International Journal of Nautical Archaeology and 

n.93 McKay, W R, in Society of West Highland and Island Underwater Exploration, 3 (1974), 187- 97. 
Historical Research, Notes and Queries, 9(1979), 8- 17. n. IIO Graham-Campbell , J, Viking Artefacts (1980),88- 9. 
Recent identifications include Gunna (Lamont, W D , ibid., n.111 Jansson, I, ' Economic aspects of fine metalworking in 
7 (1978), 3-{i; 12 (1980), 10-23) and Eilean Shona, Loch Viking Age Scandinavia', in Wilson, D M and Cargill, M L 
Moidart, Inverness-shire (Falkus, M E and Gillingham, J B (eds.), Economic Aspects of the Viking Age (1981), 1- 19. 
(eds.), Historical A tlas of Britain (I 98 I), 46). n.112 Small, A, Thomas, A C and Wilson , D M, St Ninian 's Isle 

n.94 Two fragments of glass from the sand-hill site at Cruach and its Treasure (1973), 8(}-105. 
Mhor, [slay (see p. 17) are probably derived from tall n. 113 PSAS, 14 (188(}-1), 431 - 5. 
beakers of 6th- or 7th-century date, and may have been n.114 Randsborg, K, The Viking Age in Denmark (1980), 126. 
intended as material for bead-making. The Commissioners n.115 PSAS, 86 (1951 - 2), 16--17. 
are indebted to Dr J R Hunter, University of Bradford, for p. 31 n.116 Studien zur Wikinger-Kultur(1933) , 26; Jansson, [, in Tor, 
his comments on these fragments. 13(1969),26--64; 14(1971 - 2),62- 88. 

n.95 [n addition to the obvious examples, certain names, such as n.117 Graham-Campbell , J , 'A Viking Age gold arm-ring from 
Kilellan, [slay (No. 270) do not appear on the OS maps . the Sound of Jura ', in PSAS forthcoming. 
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p.31 n.118 PSAS, 1 (1851-4), 74-81 , 218. character and age on an island close to the E shore of Loch 
p.32 n.119 There is a preponderance of names ending in -bus, derived Gorm (NR240658); see also MacNeill ,lslay, 60, for 

from the Old Norse -bolstathr 'farm', and a smaller number reference to the site of a crannog 'near Laggan Farmhouse'. 
from -setr 'dwelling' and -stathr 'dwelling place, farm '. The p.38 n.141 Cr. the relationship of the crannog and island-settlement on 
present distribution of these names favours the more fertile Loch Glashan, Mid Argyll (GAJ, 1 (1969), 47--{i7), and that 
parts oflslay. For discussion of their dating and of the small stony island to the group of buildings that make 
interpretation see Thomas, F W L, 'On Islay place-names', up the larger of the two crannogs at the N end of Loch Cliad, 
in PSAS,16(1881 -2),241-76; Nicolaisen, W FH, 'Norse Coli (lnventoryof Argyll, 3, No. 247). 
settlement in the Northern and Western Isles', in SH R, 48 n.142 Islay Bk., 81. 
(1969),6-17; Wilson, D M, 'Scandinavian settlement in the n.143 Cawdor Bk., 273-4. 
North and West of the British Isles', in Transactions oJthe n. l44 Ibid., 334-5, andcr. ibid ., 367, 391 and 423 for slightly later 
Royal Historical Society, 26 (1976), 95-113; Alcock, Land building-activity at Cawdor Castle. 
EA, 'Scandinavian settlement in the Inner Hebrides: recent p.39 n.145 Islay Estate Office, Letter Book no. 435, Letter from J 
research on place-names and in the field', in SAF, 10(1978), Laughton, Factor, to D Blow, Architect, 12 November 
61-73. 1909. 

n.120 PSAS, 111 (1981), 269. n.l46 For Blow's career see Survey of London, 39 {I 977), 73-5, 
n.121 There is insufficient evidence to connect the oval structure and Aslet, C, The Last Country Houses {I 982), 244-50 and 

close to the chapel on Nave Island, Islay (No. 383), or the 319-31 passim, and for his work at Little Ridge see Country 
long hearth at Tniigh nam Barc, Colonsay (No. 302), with Life, 32 (26 October 1912), 566-74. The Commissioners are 
this period, and no support for the identification of the indebted to Miss Anne Riches for this information. 
structure at Laggan (NR279570; Ordnance Survey, Map of n.147 Other sizeable houses that fall outside the scope of this 
Britain before the Norman Conquest (1973), 65) asa Inventory include Ardlussa House, Jura (NSA, 7 (Argyll), 
Scandinavian settlement. 540; Budge, Jura, 69-73, 151), Dunlossit House, Islay 

n.122 Inventory of Argyll, 4, No. 4. (Storrie, Islay, 147-9), Jura House, Ardfin (NSA, 7, loc. cit.; 
n.123 Ibid., No. 5. SRO, Campbell of Jura Collection (GD 64/3/95» and 
n.124 For comparative plans, see Dunbar, J G , The medieval Kildalton House, Islay (Storrie,lslay, 147, 178; original 

architecture of the Scottish Highlands', figs. A, B, in plans in possession ofMrs I Ramsay, Surnaig; copies in 
Maclean, L (ed.), The Middle Ages in the Highlands (1981), NMRS). These buildings incorporate, or have 
38-70. incorporated, work by the architects William Burn (Jura 

n.125 See Leask, H G, Irish Churches and Monastic Buildings, House), John Burnet senior (Kildalton House) and 
{I 955--{i0), 3, 133-53. A similar simplification of the pillars Alexander Ross (Jura House). For the now-demolished 
is found at Moyne Friary, Co. Mayo, Ross Errilly Friary, Ballinaby House, Islay, see MacNeill,lslay, pI. opp. p. 88; 
Co. Galway, and Donegal Friary, Co. Donegal, alloflate and Waiter Frederick Campbell's cottage om': at 
I 5th-century date (ibid ., 149, 151-2, pI. xxi). Ardimersay was the subject of a William Heath watercolour 

n.126 Medieval altar-slabs, of which only the first is possibly in (Fij(. 39). 
situ, are preserved at Corstorphine (Inventory of Midlothian n.148 Smout, T C, The Landowner and the Planned Village', in 
and West Lothian, p. 20), Inchcolm Abbey (Inventory of Philipson, N T and Mitchison, R (eds.), Scotland in the Age 
Fife, etc., p. 9), Drum, Aberdeenshire (Cruickshank, J (ed .), oflmprovement (1970), 73-106at84-5. The early 
Logan 's Collections (Third SpaldingClub, 1941),52, I 35--{i) forerunner of these villages was the burgh of Laggan in 
and King's College, Aberdeen (Simpson, W D (ed.), A Kildalton parish, a burgh of barony which Sir John 
tribute offered by the University of Aberdeen to the memory Campbell ofCawdor had been empowered to establish in 
oJWilIiam Kelly, LL.D., A.R.S.A. (1949), 61-2; Eeles, FC, 1614. Described in a rental of 1722as 'more pleasant than 
King 's College Chapel, Aberdeen {I 956), pI. 8). profitable', it never seems to have Ilourished nor has it 

p.34 n.127 Inventory of Argyll, I, fig. 7; 2, fig. 6; Dunbar, op. cit., fig. A. bequeathed any tangible remains (Pryde, Burghs, 66, no. 
n.128 Steer and Bannerman, Monumental Sculpture, pp. 17-18. 295; Islay Bk., 206 (230), 527). 

The fragmentary slabs of this class at Kildalton (No. 367, 7) n.149 Islay Bk. , 483; Islay Stent Bk. , 39. 
and Kilnaughton (No. 373, I) are recent discoveries, not p.41 n.150 Teignmouth, Sketches, 2, 311. 
included in the statistics given ibid. n.151 A full list of the farms, townships and shielings that have 

n.129 Ibid., inscription no. 24; Inventory of Argyll, 4, No. 6, 183. been visited for the purposes of this Inventory has been 
p.35 n.130 Waterman, D M, in UJ A, 3rd series, 23 (1960), 82-8; deposited in the NMRS. 

Inventory of Argyll, 4, p. 250. n.152 Storrie, Islay, Ill . 
n.131 Adam, W, Vitruvius Scoticus(facsimile ed., 1980),25, pis. n.153 Pennant, Tour (/772), 1,246-7 and pI. xv. 

12,13. For Hamilton, Bowmoreand other centrally p.42 n.1 54 See published list in Alcock, N W (ed.), Cruck Construction 
planned churches in Scotland, see Hay, Post-Reformation (1981), 82--{i at 85. 
Churches, 92-9. n.155 British Library, Add . MS 15,509, fols. 24, 26, 28; cf. other 

n.132 Lindsay and Cosh,lnveraray, 149- 50, 153, 165-8; drawings versions of the same views, British Library, K. Top. XLIX, 
in Argyll MSS, Inveraray Castle, Cherry Park, and Nat. 37-3-A and B, and Pennant, Tour (/772), I , pI. xv. 
Lib. of Scot., Saltoun MSS (copies in NMRS). p.43 n.156 Teignmouth, Sketches, 2, 342-3. 

n.133 Storrie, Islay, 183; Booth, C G, A Guide to Islay and Jura n.157 For general comments on thatching see MacDonald, 
(1982),25 . For the cupola, cr. especially the tolbooth at Hebrides, 89, 95--{i. 
Dysart, Fife (PSAS, III (1981), pI. 44a). n.158 Photograph in NMRS; cr. Inventory of Argyll, 2, pp. 32-3 

n.134 Lindsay and Cosh, Inveraray, 410. and refs. cited. 
n.135 Inventory of Argyll,3, No. 266, 6; No. 267, 31; No. 296, 4 n.159 Listin NMRS; see also TA MS, new series, 19(1972), 27- 36, 

and No. 309. and PSAS, 110(1978-80), 528-30. 
p.36 n.136 Monro, Western Isles, 57; Chron. Fordun, 1,43. n.16O Storrie, Islay, 117; Lindsay and Cosh,lnveraray, 246-7, 

n.137 Inventory of Argyll, 3, No. 335, and for comparable groups 249. 
of buildings, see a lso ibid., No. 340. p.44 n.161 Surveys by D MacDonald, 1910 (original plans in 

p. 37 n.138 Cr. the buildings associated with Irish fortifications, possession of Lord Strathcona; copies in NM RS). 
includingcrannogs, illustrated in Hayes-McCoy, G A (ed.), n.162 Cr. also the walled horse-gang visible in an early 
Ulster and Other Irish Maps , c. 1600 (1964), pis. 2-7, 9-11. photograph ofTallant Farm (NR 336587); photograph in 

n.139 Islay Bk., lxxv, 322- 3. References to Downand are also NMRS. 
contained in the rentals of 1686 and 1722, where the name p.45 n.163 MacDonald, Hebrides, 98-9. 
appears in Kilchoman parish, closely associated with n.l64 Monro, We.'tern Isles, 55 . 
Kilchoman itself, ibid., 505, 541. Cr. also ibid., 70. n.165 Inventory of Argyll, 3, Nos. 387, 392. 

p.38 n. l40 Monro, Western Isles, 56, refers in addition to an island n.166 Murray, Sir A, The True interest oJGreat Britain (1732-3), 
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Furnace that I first persuaded an Irish Gentleman to erect'; No.45 n.1 PSAS, 70 (I 935--{j), 380. 
Pennant, Tour(l772),I, 250. No.46 n.1 Campbell, 'Jura', p. 15. 
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Papers relating to Esknish Slate Quarry (1888- land prepared from contemporary notes, sketches and letters 
Kilchiaran Slate Quarry (1887- ). For the history of collected by L MacL Mann, and kindly made available to 
Belnahua see Tucker, 0 G , 'The Slate Islands of Scotland: the Commissioners by MrG Applebey, Clydebank . 
The History of the Scottish Slate Industry', in Business No.48 n.1 Wilson, Prehistoric Annals, I , 177-8. 
History, 19(1977), 18- 36. No. 49 n.1 Information from Mr C G Booth, Bruichladdich. 

n.168 Moss, M Sand Hume, J R, The Making of Scotch Whisky n.2 DES(l963), 18-19, and additional information from Mr F 
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Craighouse, see ibid ., 264. n.3 Name Book, No. 33, p. 152. 
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n.171 The complex at Redhouses (No. 440) also includes the Kintra, for permission to undertake the excavation; to Or A 

remains of an early 19th-century water-powered carding- Young, formerly of the Department of Anatomy, 
mill, and at Gartachossan (NR 341611) there is a derelict University of Glasgow, for examining the bones and for 
starch mill, also formerly water-driven (Storrie, Islay, 179 depositing his report in the NMRS; and to Mr P J Ashmore, 
and rer. cited). Payment in cloth for rent at Nereabolls in the Scottish Development Department (Ancient Monuments), 
16th century suggests a long tradition in local textile for making the arrangements for the radiocarbon 
manufacture, RMS, 5(1 580--93), no. 1491. determination. 

p. 46 n.l72 MacDonald, Hebrides, 650; Loder, Colonsay, 161 , 169, 176. No.55 n.1 DES (/965), 13. 
Cr. In ventory of Argyll, 3, p. 43 and No. 381. No. 56 n.1 DES (/960) , 19. 

n.173 Shaw, F J, The Northern and Western Islands of Scotland: n.2 PSAS, 106 (1974-5), 205-8. 
their economy and society in the seventeenth century (1980), No. 57 n.1 NSA, 7 (Argyll), 539. 
160 and refs. cited. For saltworking at Portnahaven from n.2 Campbell, 'Jura' , p. 53. 
1713 to the 1720s see also SRO, Exchequer Papers, Salt No.58 n.1 Name Book, No. 65, p . 57. 
Charge Vouchers, E536/ 1 fT. The Commissioners are n.2 Ibid. 
indebted to DrC A Whatley, Department of Modern n.3 PSAS, 15(1880--1), I 25--{j. 
History, University of Dundee, for this last reference. n.4 Ibid. 

n.174 MacDonald, Hebrides, 97; Storrie, Islay, 96--100 and refs. n.5 Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, MS 175 (c); copy in 
cited; Hume, J R, 'Cast iron and Bridge-building in NMRS; Anderson'saccount in PSAS, 41 (1906--7),450, 
Scotland', in Industrial Archaeology Review, 2 (1977), 290--9 where the stone is said to have been lying on the cover slab 
a t 290. Cr. also the list of iron bridges in Cossons, N, and of a cist, appears to be incorrect. 
Trinder, B, The Iron Bridge (1979), 131-4. No.59 n.1 Grieve, Colonsay, 2, I 85--{j; MS notebook in NMRS, 

Symington Grieve Collection, 16 October 1921, pp. 36--7. 
n.2 PSAS, 15(1880--1), 126. 

No.60 n.1 A copy of this report has been deposited in NMRS. 
n.2 DES(/974), II. 
n.3 DES(/960), 14; DES (/979), 30. 

NO.61 n.1 Name Book, No. 31, p. 36. 
n.2 PSAS, 15(1880--1), 125. 

No. 62 n.1 Name Book, No. 40, p. 61. 
INVENTORY NO.63 n.2 NSA,7(Argyll),651. 

n.2 Wilson, Prehistoric Annals,I,461-2, fig . 91. 
No.1 n.1 PSAS,36(1901 - 2),112-14. n.3 Cornish Archaeology, 3 (1964), 15-26. 
No.2 n.1 Henshall, Chambered Tombs, 2, 435. No. 64 n.1 PSAS. 112(1982), 550- 9. 
No.3 n.1 Ibid. , 2, 437. No.65 n.1 Ibid., 41 (1906--7), 449-50, based on an account by the 
NO.5 n .1 PSAS,36(1901-2),110--11. excavator, William Galloway (Society of Antiquaries of 
No.8 n.1 GAJ, 7(1980), 113- 15; the Commissioners are indebted to Scotland, MS 175 (c); copy in NM RS). 

Mr PHarrington and Or SJ Pierpoint, who directed the n.2 Loder, Colonsay, 9, pI. xi . 
excavations, for additional information which has been No.66 n.1 GAJ, 6 (1979),63-4. 
incorporated into this account. No.70 n.1 Graham, Islay , fig. on p. 62. 

No. 12 n.1 Loder, Colonsay, 10. No. 79 n.1 Pennant, Tour(/772),I ,257. 
No. 24 n.1 DES (/966), 8; Mercer, Hebridean Islands, 57. n.2 What has been reported (MacKie, E W, Scotland: An 
No.27 n.1 DES(/965),12. Archaeological Guide (I 975), 141) as the stump ofa very 
No.31 n.1 NMRS, print nos. BVM 023- 32 (CUCAP); AG/4860-4 large stone, about 150 m NNE of (2), appears to be a natural 

(RCAMSAP). outcrop (NR221675). 
No.35 n.1 PSAS, 98 (I 964--{j), 317- 18. No.84 n.1 This stone is identified in local tradition as the grave of 
No.36 n.1 IASG, Additions and Corrections, Area 7. God~ed Crovan, King of Man and the Isles, who died in 
No.37 n.1 DES (/974), 12; additional information from Mr C G 

1095 (Lamont,Islay, 16). 
Booth, Bruichladdich . NO.85 n.1 Stat. Acct., 11 (1794), 288-9. 

No.38 n.1 Information from Mr I White, Bowmore. 
n.2 Note by Or F Celoria, 26July 1963 (copy in NMRS). NO.89 n.1 Grieve, Colonsay, 2, 300. 

n.3 Information from Mr R Hodkinson, Bowmore. No. 94 n.1 MacKie, E W, Excavations at the Cultoon Stone Circle. 

No.39 n.1 Name Book, No. 40, p . 38. Islay, in 1974: First Interim Report (1975); the 

n.2 Ibid., p. 64. Commissioners are indebted to Or MacKie for additional 

No. 40 n.1 Ibid. , No. 32, p . 123. information which is incorporated in this account. 

n.2 Notes on Jura traditions by Revd C M Robertson, c.19 13 n.2 Information from Mr G H Collins, Institute of Geological 

(Nat. Lib. ofScot., MS 460, p . 16). Sciences. 

No. 41 n.1 DES (/959), 19. No.97 n.1 Martin, Western Islands, 275. 

No.42 n.1 Name Book, No. 31 , p. 10. No. 100 n. l Loder, Colonsay, 9, pI. xii. 
No.43 n .1 Campbell, 'Jura', p . 59. n.2 PSAS, 80 (1945--{j), 84. 
No. 44 n.1 IASG, (5)4; letter from Mr C G Booth, Bruichladdich, in n.3 OS Record Card NR 39 SE 8. 

NMRS. No. 105 n.1 Name Book, No. 39, p. 172. 
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official guide), fig. 18e on p. 40. A similar treatment of 
the centre is found on two encircled ' four-petal' crosses 
from Gallen Priory, Co. Offaly, one of which has a 
crosslet in each canton (JRSAI, 69 (1939), pI. vi , 3 and 
fig . lIon p. 18). These examples, like that from Cill 
Eileagain, lack the interlaced ring found on those at 
Iona and Glendalough, and may be of earlier date. 
Name Book, No. 36, p. 155. 
Loder, Colonsay, 7M. 
Graham, Islay, 74--5; Watson, Celtic Place-names, 167, 
307; Kenney, Sources, 465-7. 
Name Book, No. 33, p. 109. This site is identilied in 
local tradition as the burial-place of Fergus MacBeth of 
Ballinaby, one of the celebrated Beaton family of 
physicians (information from Mr G Clark, Port 
Charlotte). 
Campbell, 'Jura', p. 23. 
Ibid. , p. 24. 
Name Book, No. 36, p. 114. 
Survey-drawing by D MacDonald, 26 September 1910 
(original at Colonsay House, copy in NMRS); see also 
Loder, Colonsay, pI. xlviii . 
Loder, Colonsay, 254--6. 
Kintyre Presbytery Minutes, 1801- 5, passim, and 
correspondence in possession of Revd P Y oungson, 
Jura. 
Scot!, Fasti, 4, 69. 
Loder, Colonsay, 25~. 
ECMS, 3, p. 220; ibid., fig. 435A; Inventory of 
Midlothian and West Lathian, fig . 21 2. 
Inventory of Argyll, 3, p. 168 and pI. 34c. 
NS A, 7 (Argyll), 541-2; Youngson, P, Jura Parish 
Church 1777 to 1977 (1977), 2-6. 
PSAS, 17 (1 882- 3), 280-1. 
For the characteristics and dating of the Ringerike style, 
see Wilson, D M and Klindt-Jensen, 0 , Viking Art (2nd 
ed., 1980), 23-4, 134--46. 
Prints by Revd J B Mackenzie and others, in NMRS; 
PSAS , 37 (1902- 3), 185-90; Champneys, A C, Irish 
Ecclesiastical Architecture (1910), pIs. viii, x and xii; 
Bryce, T H and Knight, G A F, 'Report on a survey of 
the antiquities on Eileach an Naoimh', in TGAS, new 
series, 8 (1925-33), 62- 102. 
Bryce and Knight, op. cit. 
Cr. the projecting slabs on one of the beehive cells on 
Skellig Michael, Co. Kerry, where the use of a similar 
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turf cladding has been suggested (PRIA , 58 (1957), 124, 
150). 
Bryce and Knight, op. cit., 68; Muir, Characteristics , 
143; Name Book, No. 66, p. 11. 
The Commissioners are indebted to Mr S H Cruden for 
information about these investigations. 
Bryce and Knight, op. cit. , 89. 
Thomas, Early Christian Archaeology, 58-64. The plan 
of Eithne's Grave (fig. 27) is incorrect in suggesting the 
survival of four upright slabs, and in showing the 
position of a grave. 
Bryce and Knight, op. cit., 74. 
Simpson, W D, 'Eileach an Naoimh reconsidered', in 
Scollish Gaelic Studies, 8 (1958), 117-29 at 124--5,. 
Bryce and Knight, op. cit., 81 and fig. 11. 
See Champneys, op. cit., pI. viii. This structure is not 
shown in Mackenzie's photograph of 1869. 
Name Book, No. 66, p. 14. 
Bryce and Knight, op. cit. , figs. 2, 18. 
Ibid., 77. 
Ibid., 90-4, figs. 23-5; additional photographs in 
NMRS. 
Survey by G Langlands, 1788, reproduced in Mercer, 
Hebridean Islands, p. 128. 
Information from Mr L MacLachlan, Cullipool, Luing. 
Cr. Steer and Bannerman, Monumental S culpture, fig. 
3.7. 
Adamnan, Columba (Skene), 318- 24; Simpson, op cit. , 
128-9. 
Watson, Celtic Place-names. 81-4. 
Plummer, C, Vitae Sanctorum Hiberniae (1910), I , pp. 
cxxv, 143; 2, 315-16; Anderson, Early Sources, I, 17. 
Other manuscripts of the Vita Prima Sancti Brendani 
name the island Auerech. For the date of the Vita see 
Kenney, Sources, 406-14. 
The name of the highest summit on Eileach itself, not 
recorded on thi: OS map, is said to be Dun Bhrennain 
(Bryce and Knight, op. cit., 65, 97), while the adjacent 
island of A' Chuli appears in older sources (e.g., 
Langlands, loe. cit. in n.16) as 'Culbrandon' ('Brendan's 
retrea!'). Kilbrandon, the medieval parish church of Seil, 
was also dedicated to St Brendan. 
Chron. Fordun, 1,43; Monro, Western Isles, 51. 
Campbell, Argyll Sasines, 2, no. 592; Kintyre Presbytery 
Minutes, sub anno 1724; Langlands, loe. cit. 
MacCulloeh, Highlands, 2, 125; Anderson, J, Scotland in 
Early Christian Times, 1st series (1881), 99. 
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A, St Columba and the Holy Isle of the Garvellachs 
(1950), 17-18. 
Inventory of Argyll, 4, pp. 17, 191-2, nos. 72-6. 
Pennant, Tour (1 772), I , 252. Cr. Martin, Western 
Islands, 275. An early 19th-century plan of the adjacent 
township of Persabus (original at Islay Estate Office, 
copy in SRO, RHP 11,059) shows that the wall E of the 
cross was the boundary between Kiells and Persabus. 
McDougall's Map of 1749-51 suggests that it stood at 
or near the junction of old routes from Port Askaig to 
Finlaggan and Ballygrant. 
Drawings by James F Miller and John Cleveley in 
British Library, Add. MS 15,509, fols . 10 and 11. 
Cowan, Parishes, 94; Origines Parochiales, 2, part I, 
260-1 ; CPL, 4 (1362-1404), 224; 12 (1458-71), 627- 8; 
Papal Lellers, Clement VlI. 83-4; Cal. Scot. Supp., 3, 
203, 209; Watson, Celtic Place-names, 287-8; Mackinlay, 
Non-S criptural Dedications, 172- 7. 
Gwynn, A, The M edieval Province of Armagh, 1470-1545 
(1946), 195. 
Scot!, Fasti, 4, 71 ; Islay Stent Bk ., 12; Stat . Acct., 11 
(1794), 298. 
Pennant, Tour (/772), 1,252. The officers of the 
Ordnance Survey were told in 1878 (Name Book, No. 
40, p. 40) that the cross was set up by Mr (Waiter 
Frederick) Campbell of Islay 'and brought from an old 
burying ground between Bridgend and M ulindry' , 
presumably that at Ballitarsin (No. 318). The statement 
of J G MacNeill (Islay , 67) that it was brought by 
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Campbell from Clachan an Tachair (Clachantachree, 
NR 308578) has been wrongly interpreted as referring to 
Hugh Morrison (Lamont, Sculptured Stones, addenda to 
p.47). 

Scott, Fasti, 4, 73. 
Ibid. 

Stat. Acct., 11 (1794), 301 , states that the building cost 
about £1,000 (sterling). There is little surviving 
documentary evidence since the Kintyre 'Presbytery 
Minutes are missing for the period 1762- 71, but 
tradition records that Thomas Spalding, ancestor of a 
local family, came to Islay to build the church 
(information from Revd J Trevorrow, Bowmore). See 
also No. 359, monument number 40. 
This inscription has been copied into the inside cover of 
'Daniel Campbell's Day Book' (Kildalton Papers, 
microfilm in SRO, RH 4/92/2), in the handwriting of 
Farquhar Campbell, the local notary. The 
Commissioners are indebted to Mrs I Ramsay, Surnaig, 
for this information. 
Hay, Post-Reformation Churches, 247; cf. ibid., 97 and 
175, where the date of the building is incorrectly given 
as 1769. 
Graham, Islay, 35. 

PSAS, 15 (1880--1), 119; Loder, Colonsay, 76. 
Loder, loc. cit. 

Argyll Synod Minutes, I, 246. 
An upper quern-stone was found at the site of the cross 
in 1883 (Kildalton Antiquities Catalogue, no. 35; IASG, 
Additions and Corrections, (7)33). 

Origines Parochiales, 2, part I, 280--3; Cowan, Parishes, 
34. The 1592 reference in the MS Register of the Privy 
Seal (SRO, PS 1/64, fol. 20), cited by Cowan (loc. cit.), 
is a presentation of Donald MacDuffie, in succession to 
Malcolm MacDuffie, titular prior of Oronsay, to the 
parsonage and vicarage of 'Orvinsay', but probably 
refers to this church. 
Monro, Western Isles , 60. 

Photograph in NMRS, Symington Grieve Collection. 
Origines Parochiales, 2, part I, 274; Islay Bk., 481; Geog. 
Coli., 2, 191; Martin, Western Islands, 275; Stat. Acct., 
11 (1794),283; Graham, Islay, 60--1. 
This motif closely resembles the cross on a slab of the 
Loch Sween school at Kilmory, Knapdale (Steer and 
Bannerman, Monumental Sculpture, pI. 238). 

Watson, Celtic Place-names, 302, drawing attention to 
the 'honourable priest Comma nus' mentioned by 
Adommin. 
Cowan, Parishes, 97; Steer and Bannerman, Monumental 
Sculpture, pp. 123-4, I 59-{i0; Cameron, A I, The 
Apostolic Camera and Scol/ish Benefices, 1418-1488 
(1934),3,92,95, 130--1, 146; Cal. Scot. Supp., 2, 127, 
179, 197-8; CPL, 8 (1427-47), 23-5, 597, 607; 9 (1431 -
47), 197-8; 11 (1455-{;4), 261 - 2, 480; Origines 
Parochiales, 2, part I , 273. 
Islay Stem Bk., 12, 128, 130. 
Kintyre Presbytery Minutes, entries dated 29 December 
1824,23 March 1825, 21 March, 15 and 28 August 1827. 
Its status as parish church had been assumed in 1935 by 
the former mission church of St Kiaran, Port Charlotte 
(NR256596), which was built in 1897 to the designs of P 
MacGregor Chalmers. 
Graham, Islay, 51. 

Inventory of Argyll, I, pI. 21A. 
Steer and Bannerman, Monumental Sculpture, fig . 3.14. 
Ibid. , fig. 3.11 ; Graham, Islay , pp. 53-4 and fig. on p . 
54. 
Donald MacAlister Roy Campbell, tenant in Smaull, 
acted as attorney for John Campbell of Cawdor in 1636 
(Campbell, Argyll Sasines, 2, no. 556). When accused of 
slander in 1656, he challenged his accuser to a duel ' in 
the breadth of his plaid' (Kintyre Presbytery Minutes, 7 
June 1656; see also Northern Studies, 12 (1978), 22-4). 
Except that the quarters are laterally transposed, these 
arms are the same as those matriculated by Sir Hugh 
Campbell of Cawdor between 1672 and 1677 (Johnston, 
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Campbell Heraldry , p. 41, no. 98). 
Islay Bk., 417-18, 510. His date of birth is uncertain, 
but his father, Colin Campbell of Clunes, had no male 
heirs in 1633 (Cawdor Bk., 276), and Lachlan married 
Anna Camp bell in or after 1685 (ibid., family tree opp. 
p. I; Islay Bk. , 417- 18). 
Information from Mr R W Munro, quoting Northern 
Lighthouse Board, Lightkeepers Register; see also 
Munro, R W, Scol/ish Lighthouses (1979), 186. The 
spacing of the win~ ,)ws indicates that the lighthouse was 
intended to represent that on the Bell Rock, at that 
period the emblem of the Northern Lighthouse Board 
(ibid., 77, 176). 
IASG, (7)36. 
CPL, 7 (1417- 31), 406; Cowan, Parishes, 99; Islay Bk., 
446; Origines Parochiales, 2, part I, 269. 
The suggestion that the name is derived from the 
presumed close relationship of Kildalton to the 
Col urn ban monastery at Iona (Lamont, Islay, 13-14) is 
attractive but unconvincing. Professor K H Jackson 
suggests that it may incorporate the personal name 
Daltlm. 
Argyll Synod Minutes, 1,246-7; see also supra, p.218. 
A meeting-house at Lagavulin was replaced by a new 
church about 1730 (Islay Stent Bk. , I, 12, 13, 114, 117, 
120; Stat. Acct., 11 (1794), 295). This was rebuilt in 1825 
as a two-storeyed oblong building with internal galleries 
and hipped roof (NSA , 7 (Argyll), 665-{i; photograph in 
NMRS) and demolished about 1950. It stood to the s of 
the road, 200m w of Lagavulin Distillery (NR401456) 
and its bell, which was formerly fixed to a tripod on the 
knoll sw of the Distillery entrance (photograph in 
NMRS), was set in the same position in 1982. 
Stat. Acct., 11 (1794), 294. 

Inventory of Argyll, 4, No. 6, 80--3 and pp. 17- 19; supra, 
p.29. 
These pellets are raised on stalks and closely resemble 
the conical bosses of the underside of the Ormside Bowl 
(Schapiro, M, Late Antique, Early Christian and 
Medieval Art: Selected Papers (1980), fig. 9 on p . 208), 
whose design is related to that of the medallions in the 
lower part of the shaft. 
Inventory of Argyll, 4, p. 193 and figs. 1938, 195c. 
Schapiro, op. cit., 249-{i5. His identification of the 
weapon as a jawbone in the Irish carvings has been 
challenged by G Henderson (Journal of the Warburg and 
Courtauld Institutes, 24 (1961), 108- 14), but neither 
writer considers the representation on the E face of the 
South or Tower Cross at Kells (Henry, Irish Art, 2, pI. 
75; Roe, H M, The High Crosses of Kells (1959), 13 and 
pI. 11), where the murder of Abel is shown in the same 
panel as Adam and Eve, as on Muiredach's Cross at 
Monasterboice. The Kildalton carving was identified by 
J Romilly Alien as 'Abraham preparing to sacrifice 
Isaac' (ECMS, 3, p. 392), while Joseph Anderson offered 
no identification (Graham, Islay, pp. 85-{i). 
In the mosaics in the chancel of San Vitale, Ravenna, 
Abet's sacrifice of a lamb is shown in the same panel as 
Melchizidek, while Abraham's sacrifice of Isaac is 
included in the same programme of Eucharistic symbols . 
Henry, Kells, pp. 184-5,208, pIs. 14,26,67 and figs. 32, 
65,74. 
The ornament of the upper and right terminals is drawn 
incorrectly in SSS, 2, pI. xxxvi and Lamont, S culptured 
Stones, pI. xxix. 
Steer and Bannerman, Monumental Sculpture, p. 169, fig. 
19.7. 
Cf. slabs at Keills and Kilmory, both in Knapdale (ibid., 
p.57). 
Ibid., pI. 24A, 8. 
The Commissioners are indebted to Dr 0 H Caldwell, 
National Museum of Antiquities of Scotland, for the 
information that this is a late 17th-century Scottish long 
gun with snaphance lock, of a type made in the 
Highlands and NE Scotland. 
Monro, Western Isles, 57; Cowan, Parishes, 105; Coli. de 
Rebus A/ban. , 3-4. 
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NOTES seepages216-30 see pages 230-49 

No. 370 n.2 Watson , Celtic Place-names, 284, quoting the Gaelic minister of Colons ay 1861 - 72 (original prints in 
form Cill Mheinidh . The name Cill a' Mhanaich ('burial- NMRS); Beveridge, E, Wanderings with a Camera, 1882-
ground of the monk') is used on a panel recording the 1898, (1922), I, pIs. 37-47. 
rebuilding of the churchyard wall in 1876, and was No. 386 n.2 Pennant, Tour (1 772), I, pI. xvii opp. p. 270; British 
adopted by the Ordnance Survey two years later (Name Library , Add. MS 15,509, fol. 39. 
Book, No. 39, p. 192). n.3 PSAS, 15 {I 880-1), 123. 

No. 371 n.1 Highland Churches, Sixth Report, 11; Scott, Fasti, 4, 77. n.4 A later farm-building was erected against its outer face ; 
No. 372 n.1 Chron. Fordun, 1, 43. see J B Mackenzie photographs, loc. cit. 

n.2 Name Bo!>k, No. 66, p. 50; cf. Muir, Eccles. Notes, 18. p.234 n.5 Loder, Colonsay, 75. 
n.3 See Inventory of Argyll, 3, p. 125, no . 4. n.6 The Commissioners are indebted to Mr G H Collins of 
n.4 Burke's Landed Gentry (18th ed., 1965-72), 3,583; the Institute of Geological Sciences for these provisional 

Camp bell, Argyll Sasines, I , no . 399. identifications. 
No. 373 n.1 Cowan, Parishes, 108; Islay Bk ., 481; Argyll Synod n.7 Steer and Bannerman, Monumental Sculpture, pp. 195-

Minutes, I , 55-6, 246. Cf. supra, No. 363. 200. 
n.2 Stat. Acct., 11 (1794), 295; Islay Stent Bk. , 99, 124, 139- n.8 Grieve, Colonsay, I , 370-1. 

40; Highland Churches, Sixth Report, 12, 34; Scott, Fasti, n.9 J B Mackenzie photographs, loc. cit., show later farm-
4,78. buildings abutting the w wall . 

n.3 Watson, Celtic Place-names, 308. p.238 n. IO A similar aumbry in the rear of the altar at Banagher, 
No. 374 n.1 In ventory of Argyll, 4, No. 12. Co. Derry, is associated with a narrow sacristy, UJA, 

n.2 Ibid., 2, Nos. 286-7. 3rd series, 39 (1976), 27,34; cf. Inventory of Argyll, 4, 
n.3 NSA, 7 (Argyll), 650. pp. 74, 272, n.34. 
n.4 Barber, J W, 'Excavation of the Cross Base at Kilnave, n.1I Until the later 19th century this tomb-recess was 

Islay', in GAJ, 8 (1981), 95-102. occupied by the inscribed graveslab of Prior MacDuffie 
n.5 This panel closely resembled that on the shaft of the (infra , no. 23), Pennant, Tour (1772) , 1,27 1; J B 

cross at Keills, Mid Argyll (ECMS, 3, fig . 408; Inventory Mackenzie photographs, loc. cit. 
of Argyll, 6 forthcoming). n.12 A watercolour by J F Miller dated 1775 (British Library, 

n.6 Inventory of Argyll, 4, No. 6, 96. Add. MS 15,509, fol. 40) and a J B Mackenzie 
n.7 Barber, op. cit., 98- 102. The tenon at the foot of the photograph show two of the central arches partly 

cross-shaft may have been designed to fit a lower base- blocked. Cf. engraving in Pennant, Tour (1 772), I , pI. 
slab, as in the base of St John's Cross, whose xviii opp. p. 271. 
archaeological context is too uncertain to support the p.242 n.13 Martin, Western Islands, 279; Pennant, Tour (1 772), I, 
conclusions drawn from it. The tenon was, in any case, 271; PSAS, 15 (1880-1), 115. 
too slight to provide adequate support in a single socket- n.14 Eccles. Arch., 3, 377; a J B Mackenzie photograph 
stone. The reference to a cross-base at Kilchoman (ibid., (Fig. 24OA), presumably taken in 1883, shows the 
102) should be to the fragment at Kildalton (No. 367, reconstruction work in progress. 
number 5) which is not of grooved type. n.15 Steer and Bannerman, Monumental Sculpture, inscription 

No. 376 n.1 Kildalton Antiquities Catalogue, no . 7. no. 33a; Loder, Colonsay, 73 and pI. xxix (a). The 1775 
n.2 Cf. Inventory of Argyll, 4, No. 6, 67-9, and for other watercolour by Miller (supra, n.12) shows this slab as 

late medieval imitations of this type, ibid, No. 6, 126-7. the w respond of the N arcade of the cloister, but this is 
No. 378 n.1 Martin, Western Islands, 275; Graham, Islay, 42. not confirmed by Miller's pencil drawing of 1772 (British 

n.2 Kildalton Antiquities Catalogue, no . 29. Library, Add. MS 15,509, fol. 52), which shows the N 

No. 379 n.1 Name Book, No. 39, p. 129. arcade along with details of both slabs, or by Pennant's 

No. 380 n.1 Ibid ., p. 207. engraving (Tour (1772) , I , pI. xviii opp. p. 271). 

No. 381 n.1 Martin, Western Islands , 279; Pennant, Tour (1 772), I , n.16 Steer and Bannerman, Monumental Sculpture, inscription 

272; Grieve, Colonsay, 1, 287-8; Loder, Colonsay, 69. no. 33b; British Library, Add. MS 15,509, fol. 52; 
Loder, Colonsay, 73 and pI. xxix (b). 

No. 382 n.1 Grieve, Colonsay, 1,297-8; 2, 129- 32,302- 5; Loder, n.17 Loder, Colonsay, 73, n. l . Another 1775 watercolour by 
Colonsay, 164-5; PSAS, 15 (1880-1), 119-20. Miller (British Library, Add. MS 15,509, fol. 41) shows 

No. 383 n.1 Monro, Western Isles, 60. the two-storeyed interior of what is described as 'one of 
n.2 Adamnan, Columba (Skene), 324--5; Adomnan, Columba the chapels' in the priory on 8 August 1772. The 

(Anderson), 106, 141 , 153,364-5. viewpoint and details are not easily reconciled with any 
n.3 Exch. Rolls, 13 (1508- 13), 219; Coll. de Rebus Alban., 3, part of the surviving remains, but it possibly represents 

163, 171 ; Monro, Western Isles, 60; Islay Bk., 89, 91, the E range looking N in evening sunlight and shadow. 
476-7, 484, 507, 543. p.245 n.18 A typescript excavation report, including details on the 

n.4 Muir, Eccles. Notes, 16; Muir, Characteristics, 128; skeletons, skulls and dentition kindly supplied by Drs A 
Graham, Islay, 49. Young and 0 A Lunt of the University of Glasgow, has 

n.5 Thomas, Early Christian Archaeology, 58-M, 144, 168- been lodged in the NMRS. 
75. Cf. supra, pp. 177, 179. n.19 Pennant, Tour (1 772), 1, 272; Grieve, Colonsay, 1, 378; 

n.6 Graham, Islay, 49, quoting NSA, 7 (Argyll), 650, where Loder, Colonsay, 76, who supplies the Gaelic name; MS 
the section beginning ' the gravestones .. .' probably notes by F C Mears, August 1929, in NMRS. 
applied to the whole parish of Kilchoman, rather than n.20 Martin, Western Islands, 278. In view of his description 
to Nave Island alone. of this as 'the principal tombstone', the latter 

No. 384 n.1 Information from Mr G Clark, Port Charlotte. interpretation is more probable. Martin quotes the 
n.2 RMS, 5 (1580-93), no. 1491 ; Coll. de Rebus Alban., 163, inscription as Hic jacit Malcolumbus MacDuffle de 

171; Islay Bk., 89, 91. This is presumably the 'Cella Collonsay. See also Steer and Bannerman, M onumental 
Sancti Columbe de Arrobollis', recorded as church land Sculpture, p. 121, nn. 7 and 11. 
in a Crown rental of 1509 (Exch. Rolls, 13 (1508-13), p.248 n.21 The stance of the stags closely resembles that of the 
219; Islay Bk ., 484). hunting panel in the MacLeod tomb of 1528 at Rodel, 

n.3 Graham, Islay, fig . on p. 65. Isle of Harris (Steer and Bannerman, Monumental 
n.4 Ibid. Sculpture, pI. 32A), although the huntsmen with their 
n.5 Cf. Inventory of Argyll, 4, p. 272, n.69; ibid., p. 232, fig . hounds are shown somewhat differenUy. 

233c . A 16th-century slab of similar design but less n.22 In ventory of Argyll, 4, fig . 102 (2b). 
sophisticated execution is preserved at Iona Nunnery n.23 Cf. the bascinet on an effigy at Glinsk, Co. Galway 
(ibid., p. 229, No. 6, 194; Drummond, Monuments, pI. (Hunt, J, Irish Medieval Figure Sculpture, 1200-1600, 
xiii,2). (I974), I , 150; 2, pI. 169). 

No. 386 n.1 Survey-drawing by 0 MacDonald, 1910 (original plan in n.24 A small inverted figure holding the spur-strap is also 
the possession of Lord Strathcona, Colonsay House; carved on an effigy of the Iona school at Saddell Abbey 
copy in NMRS). Photographs by Revd J B Mackenzie, (White, Kintyre, pI. xliii). 
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No. 386 n.25 Comparison with the effigy of Prioress Anna MacLean 
at Iona (Inventory oJ Argyll, 4, fig. 2338), which is 
probably by the same carver, suggests that these sleeves 
may be those of a pelisse or fur-lined garment worn 
under the surplice (Clayton, H J, The Ornaments oJ the 
Ministers as shown on English Monumental Brasses 
(Alcuin Club Collections, 22 (1919)), 13). 

n.26 Pennant's engraving (Tour (1772),1, pI. xx, 4) appears 
to show the hood of the cope, but there is no evidence 
for this on the effigy. 

p.252 n.27 The composite cross is shown in its present fonn in 
Mackenzie's photographs of about 1870 (prints in 
NMRS) but appears to have been broken before 1881 
(PSAS, 15 (1880-1),117) and was repaired before 1895 
(Beveridge, op. cit. in n. I, pI. 40; Loder, Colonsay, 75). 

n.28 For the legend of St Catherine, see Attwater, D, The 
Penguin Dictionary oJ Saints (1965),209-10; Rushforth, 
G McN, Medieval Christian Imagery (1936),240-2 . The 
figure of the emperor, Maxentius, does not appear in 
any of the numerous carvings of St Catherine on late 
medieval Irish tombs (Hunt, op. cit., 1, 109,254-5), but 
is shown in some English sculpture of the period, e.g. at 
Westminster Abbey (Royal Commission on Historical 
Monuments (England), Inventory oJ London, 1, pis. 133, 
211). 

n.29 Rushforth, op. cit. , 97-9. For Irish examples, where the 
saint is normally represented as beardless, see Hunt, op. 
cit., 1, 108,250-1. He is shown bearded and holding a 
chalice on the MacLeod tomb at Rodel, Isle of Harris 
(Steer and Bannerman, Monumental Sculpture, p. 79 and 
pI. 33D). 

n.30 Clanranald Bk., 160-1 ; CPL, 3 (I 342-{i2), 490; Steer and 
Bannerman, Monumental Sculpture, pp. 203,215. 
Maurice de Orwnsay had been prior for over twenty 
years when in 1382 he received a papal dispensation for 
illegitimacy as the son of a canon regular (Papal Letters, 
Clement VII, 85). If, as seems likely, his father was a 
canon of Oronsay, the foundation probably took place 
no later than the I 330s. 

n.31 References cited by Cowan and Easson, Religious 
Houses, 94, and by Steer and Bannerman, op. cit., p. 
215, n.8 . 

n.32 Chron. Bower, 1, 5. The lack of Early Christian remains 
was observed by Steer and Bannerman, op. cit., p. 65. 

p.254 n.33 Steer and Bannerman, op. cit., p. 215. 
n.34 Gwynn and Hadcock , Religious Houses (Ireland) , 208-

16. 
n.35 A draft list of known priors has kindly been provided by 

Dr I B Cowan, Department of Scottish History, 
University of Glasgow. For discussion of the rights of 
sanctuary and the supposed 'sanctuary crosses' in the 
middle of the Strand between Colonsay and Oronsay, 
see e.g., Nat. Lib. of Scot., Adv. MS 34.1.8; Grieve, 
Colonsay, 1, 366--7; Loder, Colonsay, 68-9. 

n.36 Cowan and Easson, Religious Houses, 94 and refs. cited; 
Loder, Colonsay, 80; RMS, 5 (1580-93), no. 2166. 

n.37 Origines Parochiales, 2, part 1,281-2; 2, part 2, 833-4; 
RMS, 5 (1580-93), nos. 1933, 1936 and 2166; 7 (1609-
20), no. 1386; Hist. MSS Comm., 4th Report (appendix), 
479; Exch. Rolls, 12 (1502-7),589; 17 (1537-42), 619, 
624 and 640. 

n.38 Loder, Colonsay, 130-49, 225-39 passim and refs. cited, 
especially RMS, 8 (1620-33), nos. 547 and 1623; 11 
(1660-8), no . 1105. 

n.39 Giblin, Franciscan Mission, 52-3 . 
n.40 Martin, Western Islands, 246. Grieve, Colonsay, 1, 373, 

records that a font stood at the side of the altar in the 
19th century. 

n.41 Pennant, Tour (1772),1,271. 
n.42 Grieve, Colonsay, 1, 370. 
n.43 Ibid ., 370-1; Eccles. Arch. 3, 372-81 at 377. 
n.44 Loder, Colonsay, 75; SRO, Ministry of Works Records, 

MWI /384-5, repairs to Oronsay Priory, 1920-5 and 
1928-9 respectively. 

No. 387 n.1 Clanranald Bk., 158-9. For an early 17th-century 
tradition that 'Hermitts' dwelt on Orsay and the 
adjacent Eilean Mhic Coinnich, see Geog. Coli., 2, 191. 

No. 387 n.2 

n.3 

n.4 

n.5 
n.6 
n.7 

n.8 

n.9 

No. 388 n.1 

n.2 

No. 389 n.1 
n.2 

n.3 
n.4 

n.5 

No. 390 n.1 

n.2 
n.3 

No. 391 n.1 

n.2 

n.3 
n.4 

n.5 

n.6 

n.7 

No. 392 n.1 

see pages 256-62 

Information from Mr G Clark, Port Charlotte; Exch. 
Rolls, 12 (1502-7), 589; 13 (1508- 13), 219. 
RSS, 2 (1529-42), nos. 1671,4201; 4 (1548- 56), no)238 
(wrongly identified, p. 576, n. l, as referring to Isle 
Oronsay, Skye); Islay Bk., 444-5, 447. 
Monro, Western Isles, 59; Blaeu's Atlas (Islay); Stat. 
Acct., 11 (1794), 283; Graham, Islay, 63-4. 
IASG, Additions and Corrections, Area 7. 
Inventory of Argyll, 1, fig. 139 on p. 136. 
For groups of cross lets, see the cross at Kilmartin 
(ECMS, 3, fig . 411), and Irish examples illustrated in 
PRIA, 61 (1960-1), pI. xxviii , 4 and fig. 27 on p. 137; 
JRSAI, 67 (1937), pI. xxviii, 4; Wakeman, W F, A 
Survey oJ the Antiquarian Remains on the Island oJ 
Inismurray (1893), figs. 32, 47- 9,72,79,84. It is 
probable that on upright slabs the original form was 
that with two crosslets, representing the crosses of the 
thieves at the Crucifixion (JRSAI, 67 (1937), pI. xxxiv, I; 
Wake man, op. cit. , figs. 32, 79), and that it was 
influenced by the five crosses, perhaps symbolising the 
wounds of Christ, on altar-slabs. 
UJ A, 3rd series, 23 (1960), 82-8. For early descriptions 
of similar monuments in Reilig Odhrain, Iona, see 
Inventory oJ Argyll, 4, p. 240. 
PRIA, 60 (1959-{i0), 163- 87; Lamont, Islay, 28- 9; Steer 
and Bannerman, Monumental Sculpture , 125, 156; 
MacNeill, Islay, 99. 

Highland Churches, Sixth Report, 11,34; Scott, Fasti, 4, 
79. 
Telford, Atlas, pI. 59. 

Name Book, No. 31, p. 29. 
Cr. PSAS, 15 (1880-1), 121-3, and Loder, Colonsay, 
78-9. 
PSAS, 15 (1880-1), 122. 
Information from Mr D Alexander, formerly of 
Scalasaig. 
The engraving in PSAS, 15 (1880-1), 121 and ECMS, 3, 
fig. 413, which represents the margin returning 
horizontally at the foot of the slab, misinterprets 
Mackenzie's photograph of about 1870 showing the 
cross in its present condition. 

Loder, Colonsay, 79, states that the E wall collapsed 
about 1875 and that the fall of the w wall occurred in 
the earlier part of the present century. 
PSAS, 15 (1880-1), 118. 
Cf. Loder, Colonsay, 21. 

Adamnan, Columba (Skene) 47; Watson, Celtic Place
names, 91-2; Bannerman, Dalriada, 114-15. But contrast 
Adomnan, Columba (Anderson), 155,354-7. 
Exch. Rolls, 13 (1508-13), 219; 17 (1537-42),611-12, 
634; Islay Bk., 484. 
Clanranald Bk., 160-1. 
Giblin, Franciscan Mission, 60-1. It is possible that those 
identified as already Catholics had been converted 
during the visit to Islay in 1624 of Father Patrick 
Hegarty (ibid., 34). 
Steer and Bannerman, Monumental Sculpture, fig. 20.2; 
Caldwell, D H (ed.), Scottish Weapons and Fortifications, 
1100-/800 (1981),262-4 and fig. 141. 
This may have been the slab 'on which was rudely cut 
the image of a saint' found, apparently in the chapel, by 
the excise-man who discovered a small bronze vessel of 
possible Early Christian date about 45 m from the chapel 
(PSAS, 15 (1880-1),299- 303). The slab was removed 
from Texa in 1880, the year in which the bronze vessel 
was presented to Mrs Lucy Ramsay. The latter is now in 
the possession of Mrs I Ramsay, Surnaig. 
PSAS, 61 (1926--7), 161. 

OS 6-inch map, Argyllshire, sheet 232 (2nd ed., 1900). 
Mrs Lucy Ramsay's account of the discovery states that 
'it was found on a rude and broken-down foundation, 
which had been formed on a rock. On the front of the 
rock, there is a cup formed in the stone' (Kildalton 
Antiquities Catalogue, no. 8). See also PSAS, 17 (1882-
3),280. The OS Name Book, No. 36, p. 116, identifies 
Crois Tigh Chargamain as 'a rocky ridge'. 
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No.398 n.1 
NO.399 n.1 

NO.400 n.1 
n.2 
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p.274 n.IO 
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Name Book, No. 65, p. 15. For the customary offerings 
at the site see also Grieve, Colonsay, 2, 347. 
Mercer, Hebridean Islands, 191. 
The Commissioners are indebted to Mr I Nicol, 
Trudernish, Mr C G Booth, Bruichladdich, and the late 
Dr W D Lamont, Glasgow, for information about the 
discovery of this stone. 
Name Book, No. 33, p. 161. 
Ibid., No. 64, pp. 82, 88; PSAS, 66 (1931-2), 150--1; 
Budge, Jura, 68, 181; Mercer, Hebridean Islands, 93. 
Martin, Western Islands, 235. 
Monro, Western Isles, 58, 121 - 2; Anderson, G and P, 
Guide to the Highlands and Islands of Scotland . .. (1842), 
369; Pennant, Tour (/772), 1, 246. 
RPC, 1st series, 10 (16 13-16),758-9. For the possible 
identification with 'Downand' which was repaired in 
1615 see Islay Bk., 70, 78n, 322, 323, 505, 541, and 
Highland Papers , 3, 273. But cf. supra, p.37. 
Geog. Coli., 2, 189. 
Inventory of Argyll, 3, No. 380. 
Anderson, Early Sources, 2, 556; APS, 12,6; Highland 
Papers, 1, 75- 8; RM S, 2 (1424-1513), no. 2264; Chron. 
Fordun, 1, 43; cf. also Inventory of Argyll, 3, No. 335. 
RPC, 11 (1616--19), 164; RMS, 7 (1609- 20), nos. 1008 
and 1628; 11 (1660--8), no. 921; Origines Parochiales, 2, 
part. 1,277-8; Monro, Western Isles, 51, f22-4; Munro, 
R W, 'The Garvellach Isles' , Notes and Queries of the 
Society of West Highland and Island Historical Research, 
8 (1978), 12-14; PSAS, 23 (1888-9),407-9; 30 (I 895--{;), 
27-8; 90 (1956--7), 208. 
Cf. the similar explanation of the name Iselborgh put 
forward in connection with Cairnburgh Castle (Inventory 
of Argyll, 3, 189). The name could well derive from Dun 
nan Ceard meaning ' fort of the smiths'. 

Chron. Fordun , 1, 43. 
The freestone has been identified as a white fine-grained 
feldspathic sandstone, probably of Carboniferous age, 
which is found on the farm of Trodigal at Machrihanish, 
Kintyre, and in Arran and Ulster. 
Islay Bk. , 243. 
Stat. Acct., 11 (1794), 289n. 
Islay Bk., 246. 
This can probably be identified as 'the walle of the 
inward bawne, thirty foot high, raysed for a blind to 
cover the whole front of the castle' as described by Sir 
Oliver Lambert in his report of 7 February 1615 
(Calendar of State Papers relating to Ireland. James I, 5 
(1615- 25), 6--10 cited in Islay Bk., 24O--Q). 
Islay Bk., 243-4. 
Highland Papers, 3, 193-4. 
Ibid . 
Ibid., 182 
Chron. Fordun, 1,43; RMS, 2 (1424-1513), no. 2895; 
ibid. , 3 (1513-46), no. 3085; RSS, 1 (1488-1529), no. 
3048; Islay Bk., 24-53 and refs. cited; Lamont, Islay, 
34-41, and for the early history of the family see Hill, 
G, The MacDonnells of Antrim (1873), 21-45. 
Islay Bk. , 145; ibid., 53- 148, especially 85n, 102, 104 and 
refs. cited; RPC, 5 (1592- 9), 321 and 526; 6 (1599- 1604), 
24-5 and 255- 6; 7 (1604-7), 68 and 627; 8 ( 1607- 10), 60, 
72 and 521--{;. See also Highland papers, 3, 131, and 
Lamont, Islay, 44-50. 
Highland Papers, 3, 141 - 2; Islay Bk. , 156--7. For the 
events of 1614-15 see Stevenson, D, Alasdair MacColla 
and the Highland Problem in the Seventeenth Century 
(1980),35-47, and Lamont, Islay, 51 - 9. 
Islay Bk. , 178 and 247; ibid., 157- 283, especially 166--9, 
177- 9, 197- 8,231 - 2,236,240--9 and refs. cited; Highland 
Papers, 3, 143- 217, especially 177- 86 and 193-4; RPC, 
10 (1613- 16), pp. xxxvi- xlii and refs. cited. The 
preparations in November 1614 involved the trial use of 
a petard in Edinburgh Castle in order to show what it 
could do against the gates of Dunivaig, (ibid. , 726). 
Islay Bk. , 315, 316, 322; ibid ., 199-230, 283- 342 passim, 
especially 314-7; Highland Papers , 3, 265, 267, 273 and 
217-95 passim. See also RMS, 7 (1609- 20), nos. 1137 
and 1224, and Cawdor Bk., 234--Q. 

see pages 275-89 

No. 403 n.16 Islay Bk., 384--Q, 399-400; Cawdor Bk., 273, 334; RPC, 
2nd series, 3 (1629-30), 316, 395; SRO, Supplementary 
Parliamentary Papers, PA 7/23/2/54. See also Stevenson, 
op. cit., 221-39. 

NO.404 n.1 Pennant, Tour (/772), 1, 260; Martin, Western Islands, 
273; Macdonald, W, Description & Historical Sketches of 
Islay (1850), 20. 

n.2 RMS, 2 (1424-1513), no. 2287; RSS, 1 (1488-1529), 134; 
Mackinlay, Non-Scriptural Dedications, 70--1. 

n.3 Pennant, Tour (/772), 1, 260. Cf. Inventory of Argyll, 4 , 
pp. 145, 250. 

n.4 Graham, Islay, 28. 
n.5 Monro, Western Isles, 110; Highland Papers, 1, 24. Cf. 

Inventory of Argyll, 4, pp. 141 - 2. 
n.6 Campbell, J F, Popular Tales of the West Highlands 

(1860--2), 4, 400. A letter of 1848 from J F Campbell to 
John Ramsay (in possession of Mrs I Ramsay, Surnaig; 
copy in NM RS) refers to the fragment, described as 'the 
stone from which the Lords of the Isles were Holy 
watered', as Campbell's own property. 

p.280 n.7 Steer and Bannerman, Monumental Sculpture, p. 173, fig. 
21. 

No. 405 
No. 406 

No. 407 

n.8 Ibid., p. 169 and fig. 19.4. 
n.9 Clanranald Bk. , 158--{;1 ; Chron. Fordun, 1, 43; Monro, 

Western Isles, 101-2. 
n.IO Monro, Western Isles, 56--7,102-5. For the suggested 

identification of ' Mcnaie', see SHR, 42 (1963),50. An 
Islay Estate rental of 1722 (Islay Bk., 533), records the 
tradition that 'our Scots Councill of 15 Lords (the Court 
of Session) was first erected in imitation of the great 
McDonald his Councill'. 

n.1I 

n.12 

n.13 

n.1 
n.1 
n.2 
n.3 
n.4 
n.5 
n.6 
n.7 

n.1 

Highland Papers, 1, 23-5; Martin, Western Islands, 273. 
Pennant (Tour (/772), 1, 259) mentions the existence of 
this stone, but does not claim to have seen it. 
RSS, 1 (1488-1529), nos. 911, 3882; 2 (1529-42), no. 
4566; Exch. Rolls, 12 (1502-7), 589; \3 (1508-13), 219; 
Islay Bk., 443, 445, 484. 
Exch. Rolls, 17 (1537-42),616,636; Steer and 
Bannerman, Monumental Sculpture, p. 123; Monro, 
Western Isles, 56--7, 95-110; Martin, Western Islands, 
273. 
Islay BL 306. Cf. ibid., 322. 
Monro, Western Isles, 56. Cf. also Geog. Call., 2, 191. 
Islay Bk., 73-4, 78. 
Ibid., 137. 
Ibid., 172. 
Ibid., 239; Highland Papers, 3, 181, 202. 
Islay Bk., 322n; see also Highland Papers, 3, 273. 
Islay Bk., 336, 341, 344n, 346n, 349,453; Highland 
Papers, 3, 293, 300; Cawdor Bk. , 294. 
His table-tomb is contained within a railed burial
enclosure at NR 291744. He was succeeded by the elder 
of his two daughters, for whom see Notes and Queries, 
6th series, 4 (July- December 1881), 494. 

No. 408 n.1 Stat. Acct., 11 (1794), 301. 
n.2 Groome, Ordnance Gazetteer, 183. 
n.3 Building-operations on a quay at Bowmore were in 

progress in 1750 (Islay Stent Bk., 39). 
n.4 The buildings have been much altered, especially on the 

ground floor, and at the date of survey the N unit was in 
course of restoration as a dwelling-house. 

n.5 Feu contracts of 1769, 1777 and 1781 , registered 8 
Septem ber 1814. 

n.6 Photographs in NM RS. In 1793 forty out of the 110 
houses in the village were thatched, fifty were slated and 
twenty were tiled (Stat. Acct. , 11 (1794),301) . 

No. 409 n.1 The house reputedly occupies the site of a medieval 
monastery, but there is no evidence for a monastic 
foundation on Colonsay; see Cowan and Easson, 
Religious Houses, 99. 

n.2 Loder, Colonsay, 149, 236--9, and refs. cited. 
n.3 NSA, 7 (Argyll), 545; Loder, Colonsay, 171, 183 

(illustration of c. 1865). Cf. also Revd J B Mackenzie's 
photograph of the house c.1870 in NM RS. 

n.4 Loder, Colonsay, 187- 8. 
n.5 Cf. measured elevations and plans by D MacDonald, 

1908 (in possession of Lord Strathcona, Colonsay 
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No.413 n.1 
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No. 414 n.1 
n.2 
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No.415 n.1 

n.2 
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n.2 
No.417 n.1 

NO.418 n.1 

n.2 
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No. 421 n.1 
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House; copies in NMRS). 
Storrie, Islay, 103, 108, 178. 

see pages 290-306 

Cawdor Bk., 334. For the involvement of the Campbells 
of Cawdor with Islay, see also High/and Papers, 1, 
131 - 7. 
Burke 's Landed Gentry (18th cd ., 1965- 72), 1, 509- 10; 
Storrie, Islay, 237. See also Mitchell , J , Reminiscences of 
My Life in the Highlands, 1 (1883), 299- 301 (cf. ibid., 
139-40). 
W Heath , Album of watercolours (c. 1829- 36) in 
possession of Hon. James Morrison (copies in NMRS); 
see Storrie, Islay, 138, n.3. 
Edinburgh University Library, Special Collections 
Catalogue 30, W H Playfair drawings: Islay House 
Offices (1841), 77 sheets; Lodge (1845), 19 sheets. For 
the 1825 plans of the policies, see Islay Estate Papers; 
copies in SRO, RHP 10,967 and 11 ,097 (rough draft). 
Copies in NMRS. 
See Introduction, p.39 . 
Some of the buildings of the steading are shown on the 
1825 plans and on a few of the early views of the house. 
NSA, 7 (Argyll), 656. 
Kintyre Presbytery Minutes, 29 December 1824, 28 
August 1827. The tradesmen who acted as consultants in 
1824 were Peter Sinclair, mason, Bowmore, and Donald 
MacDougall , house carpenter, Gartness. In 1827 Donald 
MacDougall was joined by Ronald Bell, mason at Coull. 
Report in the possession of the owner. See also Third 
Stat. Aat. (Argyll), 352. 
Telford , Life, 490-1; High/and Churches , Sixth Report , 4, 
11,34. 
Telford , Atlas, pI. 59, where the standard dimensions are 
given as 41 feet (12'50m) by 20 feet (6·IOm). 
Storrie, Islay, 124. 
NSA , 7 (Argyll), 652, 655. 
Islay Estate Papers; copy in SRO, RHP 11,017; Storrie, 
Islay, 120, fig. 20. 
Storrie, Islay, 124; MacNeill, Islay, 113- 15, lists sixty-six 
persons regarded as founders of the village in 182 1. 
Teignmouth, Sketches, 2, 314. 
NSA, 7 (Argyll), 664; Groome, Ordnance Gazetteer, 
1341 ; Islay Stent Bk ., 260; MacNeill, Islay, loc. cit. 
MacNeill 's informant noted that ' since 1845, which I 
mark as an epoch, a good many houses have been built ' . 
Islay Estate Papers, copy in SRO, RHP 11 ,099. 
Islay Estate Papers, copy in SRO, RHP 11 , 110-11; 
Teignmouth , Sketches, 2, 312. 
Stat. Aat. , 11 (1794), 281; MacDonald, Hebrides, 630-1 ; 
Storrie, Islay, 123-4. See also the McDougall plan 
redrawn in Storrie, Islay, 69. 
Teignmouth , Sketches , 2, 315-16. 
Islay Estate Papers; copy in SRO, RHP 11 ,018, and 
redrawn version in Storrie, Islay, 121, fig. 21. The village 
is described as having 'recently sprung into existence' in 
NSA, 7 (Argyll), 652, and the 'new village now in course 
of erection' by Waiter Frederick Campbell in 1831 
(Highland Churches, Sixth Report , 11) was presumably 
Port Wemyss. 
Information from the late Mr J Mercer. The finds 
included an arrowhead of medieval type, a pair of iron 
shears 0·1 m in length, and a plack of James VI. The 
lower levels could not be excavated because of massive 
slabs of fallen rock. 
Blaeu's Atlas (Jura); Langlands, G, and Son, County 
Map of Argyll (1801); Southern Part of Argyllshire in 
Thomson, J, Atlas of Scotland (1824). 
Budge, Jura, 65- 72. 
Buildings of simi lar character and setting are found on 
Am Beannan, above Scalasaig (NR c.392944). 
TAMS, new series, 19 (1972) , 27- 30, 35. 
Campbell, Argyll Sasines, 2, no. 1328; Scottish Studies, 
21 (1977),7- 8, 19- 21; Cregeen, Estate Instructions, p. 
xvii, n.2. 
Mercer, Hebridean Islands, 128. 
Ibid., 147. 
Hist MSS Comm. , 6th Report (appendix), 627- 8; 
Kintyre Presbytery Minutes, sub anno 1724; Mercer, 
Hebridean Islands, 81. 
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No. 435 n .1 
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see pages 306-22 

Argyll Valuation Roll , 1751 (SRO, E 106/ 3/2). 
The accompanying drawings and description were 
prepared in 1974, by courtesy of M r A Black, Keils. 
The unsquared collar of the third couple (which 
collapsed in 1981) was a replacement , and the recesses 
for the original lap-jointed collar survived at a lower 
level. 
Storrie, Islay , 117- 18. The farmhouse itself is a cubical 
hip-roofed block with a plain three-bay frontage facing 
sw. 
The slate-quarries are situated on the coast about 800 m 
w of the steading and arc centred on NR 198608; the 
slates exhibit a tendency to split into vertical 'pencils'. 
Papers relating to the working of the slate-quarry in the 
late 19th and 20th centuries are in Islay Estate Papers, 
box file marked 'Mining I' (uncatalogued) and in the 
Factor's Account-books of the same period. 
Islay Bk ., 67, 78n, 201 , 208, 2 15, 496, 526, 546 and 555. 
Ibid. , 546; McDougall 's Map. 
'Description of the population of the Oa 1839', in 
Kildalton Papers (microfilm in SRO, RH4/92/2). A 
tombstone at Kilnaughton (No. 373) commemora tes 
John Campbell 'late tenant Lurabus' who died in 1816. 
Kildalton Papers, loc. cit. 
Loder, Colonsay , 189. 
Photographs in NMRS. Mr Peter MacAlister, Scalasaig, 
a former occupant, confirmed that the thatch was 
mainly of bent grass from Kiloran, or preferably 
Oronsay , which was considered to be more durable . 
A cup-marked boulder (No. 72) is situated within the 
tract of rigs to the E of the township. 
There are the remains of a well-preserved lime-kiln at a 
neighbouring township (NR 305474), 0·6 km to the NE of 
Tockmal. 
DES (1962) , 20. 
Islay Bk. , 17, 67, 498- 9, 527; PRIA , 60 (1960), 175. 
'Description of the population of the Oa 1839' , in 
Kildalton Papers (microfilm in SRO, RH4/92/2). 
Ibid. 
Mercer, J, in TAMS, new series, 19 (1972), 32-{i; 
Mercer, Hebridean Islands, 157- 9 and pis . 21 - 2 opp. p. 
105. The quem-stone is now in the possession of Mrs A 
R Nelson, Ardlussa. 
TA MS, new series, 19 (1972),30-1,35. 
High/and Roads, Third Report (1807), 51, 54; SRO, 
Campbell of Jura Collection, GD 64/1 / 108/nos. 44, 51 ; 
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ARMORIAL 

Campbell of Cawdor. Quarterly, 1st, gyronny of eight; 2nd, a stag's head cabossed; 3rd, on a fess, three buckles; 4th, a 
galley, sail furled (pp. 202, 219). 

Campbell of ?Cawdor. Quarterly, 1st a stag's head cabossed; 2nd, gyronny of eight; 3rd, a galley, sail furled ; 4th , a 
mullet (pp . 189, 203). 

Campbell of ?Cawdor. Quarterly, 1st, a stag's head cabossed; 2nd, gyronny of eight; 3rd, a galley, sail furled ; 4th, 
illegible (p. 189). -

Campbell of Ellister. Quarterly, 1st, gyronny of eight; 2nd, a stag's head cabossed; 3rd, a galley, sail furled; 4th, 
?gyronny of eight (p.203). 

Campbell of Lochnell. Quarterly, 1st and 4th, gyronny of eight; 2nd, ?a boar's head couped; 3rd, a galley, sail furled 
(p. 164). 

Campbell of Lochnell. Quarterly, 1st and 4th, gyronny of eight; 2nd, a castle (for MacLean of Torloisk); 3rd, a galley, 
sail furled (p. 164). 

Campbell of Lochnell. Quarterly, 1st, a boar's head couped; 2nd and 3rd, gyronny of eight; 4th, a galley, sail furled 
(p. 165). 

Campbell. Gyronny of eight (pp. 189, 198,219). 
Campbell. Quarterly, 1st and 4th, gyronny of eight; 2nd and 3rd, a galley, sail furled (p. 189). 
Campbell. Quarterly, 1st, gyronny of eight; 2nd, indecipherable; 3rd, ?a galley; 4th, a mullet (p. 216). 
Campbell. Quarterly, 1st, a castle embattled; 2nd, gyronny of eight; 3rd, a chief checky; 4th, ?a hunting-horn (p.218). 
Fraser. A chevron between two cinquefoils in chief and three ?pellets in base (p. 188). 
MacLean of Tor/oisk , see Campbell of Lochnell. 
MacSween. A chevron between three boars' heads couped (p. 165). 
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Aisle. (1) An internal subdivision of a church, formed by an arcade separating it from the main body of the nave or 
chancel. (2) A projecting wing or chapel, often for purposes of family burial (Scots). 

Aketon. A quilted coat worn under armour or as an independent defence. 
Amice. A form of hood normally worn round the neck. 

Architrave. (1) A moulded frame round a door, window or similar opening. (2) The lowest member of an entablature, 
resting directly upon the column or pier. 

Arris. The external angle at the meeting of two surfaces. 

Ashlar. Masonry wrought to an even or rusticated face and square edges, and bedded with a fine joint. 
Aumbry. A small cupboard or closed recess in a wall. 

Aventail. A garment of mail suspended from the helmet and designed to protect the head and shoulders. 

Bailie. (1) A municipal officer or magistrate. (2) The principal administrative officer of a barony (Scots). 

Barmkin. A defensive enclosure, usually attached to a tower-house. 

Barrel-vault. A continuous vault, semicircular or pointed in section. 
Bascinet. A light helmet, generally egg-shaped with a pointed apex . 

Bastion. A projecting strongpoint of an artillery fortification. 

Batter. An inward-sloping face of a wall , terrace or bank. 
Barbican. A tower or advanced work defending the entrance to a castle. 

Bawn. A fortified enclosure (Irish). 
Bay. The unit of building between piers, buttresses, roof trusses, etc. 

Bead. In architecture, a small moulding of rounded section. 
Beaker. In archaeology, a type of pottery vessel used in the late 3rd and early 2nd millennia BC, varying in form, but 

usually highly decorated and often found with inhumation burials. 
Black Letter. A form of lettering, also termed 'Gothic' or 'Old English ', used for monumental inscriptions in the West 

Highlands from about 1500 to 1560. 
Boat-noost . A simple stone or earth setting for sheltering a boat (Norse, naustr). 
Breastshot. Of a water-wheel in which the water is admitted to the buckets above and below the level of the axle. 
Cabossed. In heraldry, of an animal's head cut off above the neck and shown full-faced. 

Canton. In heraldry, the first quarter of a shield, or a similar but smaller subdivision in a corresponding position. 

Caul. Close-fitting head-dress worn by women in the Middle Ages. 

Cavetto . A concave moulding of one-quarter of a circle. 
Chamfer. The bevelled surface left by cutting away an angle or arris. 

Chancel. That part of a church east of the nave or crossing in which the altar is placed. 

Change-house. An inn (Scots). 
Chape. The protective metal plate at the tip of a scabbard . 

Chaplet. In heraldry, a wreath. 
Charge. In heraldry, the figures or bearings contained in an escutcheon . 

Chasuble. A vestment of rich material worn over the alb. 
Cheeky. In heraldry, divided alternately into two equal squares of two different tinctures. 

Chevron . (I) In architecture, a moulding of zigzag form. (2) In heraldry, a charge in the form of an inverted V. 

Chief In heraldry, the upper third of a shield. 
Cinerary Urn. In archaeology, a generic term for several types of large pottery vessels used as containers for cremated 

burials in the 2nd millennium BC. 

Cinquefoil. In heraldry, five leaves conjoined in the centre. See also Foil. 
Claymore. A two-handed sword with distinctive quillons (q . v.) used in the Scottish Highlands in the 16th century. 

Cleit. A small building used for storage (Gaelic). 
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Clettraval ware. In archaeology, a type of Iron Age native pottery with an everted rim and decorated with applied and 
channelled or incised motifs; named after the dun at Clettraval, North Uist, where it was first identified. 

Colf. A close-fitting hood of fabric or mail, sometimes worn under the helmet. 
Collar-beam. A tie-beam fixed above wall-plate level. 
Corbel. A block of stone or timber projecting from a wall to support a superincumbent weight. 
Cornice. (I) In Classical architecture, the uppermost member of an entablature. (2) A moulded projection which 

crowns or finishes the part to which it is attached. 
Crenelle . An opening in an embattled parapet, between two merlons (q. v.). 
Crest. In heraldry, the ornament on the top of the helmet placed over coats of arms. 
Crocketed. In Gothic architecture, having ornaments such as buds or curled leaves on the angles of pinnacles etc. 
Cross, Greek. A plain cross in which all four limbs are of equal length. 
Cross, Latin. A cross of which the stem is longer than the other limbs. 
Cross-pattee . In heraldry, a cross with expanding limbs cut square at the ends. 
Cross-potent. In heraldry, a cross having a small transverse arm at the extremity of each limb. 
Cross-raguly. A cross with ragged edges. 
Crow-stepped. Of a gable, having a stepped profile (Scots). 
Cruck. A principal roof-member springing from a point below wall-head level. 
Cusp. In architecture, each of the projecting points between the small arcs of 'foils' (q . v.) in Gothic tracery, arches, etc. 

A surface so treated is said to be cusped. 
Dado. A decorative covering or lining applied to the lower part of the walls of a room and representing a continuous 

pedestal. 
Dexter. In heraldry, the right-hand side, opposite to the spectator's left. 
Diaper. A floral or geometric pattern, often repeated over a considerable surface. 
Dirhem. An oriental silver coin. 
Dyke. A drystone or turf wall (Scots) . 
Edge-roll. A moulding of circular section, quirked and set on an external angle. 
Enceinte. An enclosure. 
Entablature. In Classical architecture, the whole of the horizontal members above the column (architrave, frieze, 

cornice). 
Erased. In heraldry, ragged as if torn off, as distinct from couped, or cut evenly. 
False relief A method of carving in which the background is cut away to leave the decoration, lettering, etc., standing 

out in solid, but not raised above the general surface. 
Fess. In heraldry, a horizontal band across the centre of a shield. 
Foil (trefoil, quatrefoil, cinquefoil). In architecture, the lobe, often leaf-shaped, of three, four, five or more arcs formed 

by the cusps (q. v.) of an arch or other opening, or in panelling. 
Food Vessel. In archaeology, a type of thick-walled decorated pottery vessel, rarely exceeding 0·15 m in height, used in 

the 2nd millennium BC. 

Fuller. A groove running vertically down the blade of a sword. 
Gablet. A small gable. 
Garderobe. A medieval latrine; known as a close-garderobe when it has no soil-shaft. 
Geometric stair. A stair which curves round an open well, without newels. 
Gyron. In heraldry, a triangular figure formed by two lines drawn respectively from one of the angles and one of the 

adjacent sides of the shield to the centre. 
Gyronny. In heraldry, when the field is covered with gyrons of a stated number. 
Greywacke. A name given to certain types of hard Silurian rock. 
Harled. Rough-cast (Scots). 
Heckle . A flax-comb. 
Hipped roof A roof pitched back at the end instead of being formed into a gable. 
Hood-mould. A projecting moulding above an arch or lintel, also called a drip-stone or label. 

Horse-gang. A circular track used by a horse harnessed to a central gear-wheel for the purpose of driving machinery 
(Scots). 

Impost. In architecture, the member from which an arch springs. 

354 



GLOSSARY 

Ingo, ingoing. In architecture, the return face of a wall , usually where it forms the inner side of a doorway or window-
opening. 

Jamb. (I) The side of a door or window. (2) The wing of a building (Scots). 

Jougs. Iron shackles used for the punishment of minor delinquents (Scots). 

Kelp. A collective name for large seaweeds, or the alkaline ash obtained by burning them. 

Key-pattern. An ornamental pattern or fret containing a series of key-like bends. 
Keystone, keyblock. The middle stone of an arch. 

King-post. In roof-construction, an upright post connecting the ridge-piece with the centre of a tie-beam or collar-
beam. 

Knocking stone. A primitive form of mortar used mainly for pounding grain (Scots). 

Label. Here used to describe a narrow rectangular band carrying an inscription . 
Lancet. In architecture, a slender window with an arch-pointed head. 

Lap-joint. A joint in which one timber member overlaps another (cr. scarFjoint). 
Laver. A small stone wash-basin, usually recessed in a wall. 

Lazy-bed. A spade-built ridge used for cultivation , especially for potatoes. 

Leacht. A prayer-station (plural, leachta), often in the form of a rectangular masonry platform supporting cross-slabs 
(Irish). 

Loggia. A covered gallery open to the air on at least one side . 

Lombardic. A form of lettering, sometimes called 'Gothic majuscules' or 'uncials', used for monumental inscriptions in 
the West Highlands in the 14th and 15th centuries. 

Lot. A piece of ground allotted to a tenant. 

Lug. An 'ear' or projecting piece (Scots). 

Lugged, lug-moulded. Having an 'ear' or projecting piece. 

Machair. Low-lying flat land formed of shell-sand, generally affording good pasture (Gaelic). 

Mantling . In heraldry, the ornamental drapery and scroll-work forming the background to an achievement. 
Mensa. The top slab of an altar (Latin). 

Microlith. A very small implement of flint, chert, etc. 

Mill-rind. The metal fitting at the centre of a millstone. 

Mitre. (I) The head-dress of an archbishop, bishop, or mitred abbot. (2) In building and joinery, a real or apparent 

('mason's mitre') angle joint between two members of similar profile. 
Mortar, see Knocking-stone. 
Mullet. In heraldry, a five-pointed spur-rowel, like a star, but with a hole in the centre. 

Nail-head. Ornamentation resembling a series of square nail-heads. 

Newel. (I) The central column of a spiral staircase, from which the steps radiate. (2) The principal posts of a staircase, 

into which the string and handrail of the stair are framed. 

Oculus. In architecture, a circular window. 

Ogee. A continuous double curve, one concave and the other convex. 

Ogival. Having the form of an ogee (q. v.). 
Open-well stair. A stair with open string and newels which rises round an oblong stair-well. 
Orders of Architecture. In Classical or Renaissance architecture, the five systems of columnar architecture, known as 

Tuscan, Doric, Ionic, Corinthian and Composite. 
Orphrey. A strip of embroidered decoration on the front or back of a chasuble. 

Orthostat. A large earth fast boulder, set vertically. 

Outshot. In architecture, an appendage to a main building. 
Palladian , Palladianism. An architectural style based on the buildings and publications of the Italian Renaissance 

architect, Andrea Palladio (1508- 80) . 

Paruchia. Diocese, or a monastery's area of influence (Latin). 

Pale. In heraldry, a wide vertical band down the middle of a shield. 

Passant. In heraldry, of an animal walking. 
Patera. (I) In architecture, a small flat , circular or oval ornament. (2) A Roman bronze saucepan (Latin). 

Pediment. A gable used in Classical architecture above a portico, doorway or window; it may be triangular or 

segmental. 
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Pelisse. A long mantle or cloak lined with fur. 
Pelta. A crescentic motif used in Classical and Early Christian ornament (Greek). 
Pendicle. A small portion of land allotted by a tenant to a sub-tenant. 
Pilaster. A rectangular column, of shallow projection, attached to a wall. 
Piscina. A basin in which Eucharistic vessels are washed, usually set in a niche or recess to the south of the altar, and 

provided with a drain discharging into the thickness of the wall. 
Plinth. The projecting base of a wall or column. 
Pommel. The knob on the hilt of a sword. 
Purlin . A horizontal timber lying on the rafters of a roof. 
Put log-holes. Sockets left in the face of a wall for the insertion of scaffolding. 
Quatrefoil, see Foil. 
Quillons. The arms forming the cross-guard of a sword. 
Quirk. In architecture, a sharp-edged groove separating other members of a moulding. 
Quoad sacra. Of a parish, existing as a recognised unit for ecclesiastical but not for civil purposes (Latin). 
Quoin. An external corner-stone of a building. 
Raggle. A groove cut in masonry to receive the material forming a joint, especially on the face of a wall to receive the 

edge of a roof. 
Rake. Slope, as of a roof or gable. 
Rampant. In heraldry, of an animal standing erect on the hind legs, with both forelegs and tail elevated and the head 

in profile. 
Rebated, Recessed to receive a door-frame etc ., or to act as a stop. 
Reeded, reeding. In architecture, surface decoration consisting of parallel convex mouldings; the opposite of fluting. 
Relieving-arch. An arch built over a lintel, to relieve it of superincumbent weight. 
Respond. A half-pier attached to a wall to support an arch. 
Reveal. The part of a jamb that lies between the frame of a door or window and the outer face of the wall. 
Rochet. A linen vestment of the surplice type. 
Roll-and-hollow moulding. A roll-moulding combined with one or more concave ones. 
Rood. Christ's Cross. 
Rubble. Masonry of rough unsquared stones. 
Runner. In carpentry, a beam supported on posts or corbels and carrying joists. 
Rusticated. In architecture, of masonry in which only the margins of the stones are worked, the faces being left rough, 

e.g. 'rock-faced'; also of ashlar having the joints emphasised by channelling. 
Rybat. A side-piece of dressed stone in a window or door. 
Saltire. In heraldry, St Andrew's cross. 
Scale-and-platt. Of a stair having straight flights of steps with landings . 
Scarcement. A narrow ledge formed where a wall is set back. 
Scarf-joint . A longitudinal joint between two timbers, bevelled or notched at their ends and pinned through the 

bevelled portion. 
Scollop-thatching. A method of thatching in which the straw is secured by thin rods called scollops (Gaelic, sgolban). 
Segmental arch . An arch whose arc is less than a semicircle. 
Sinister. In heraldry, the left-hand side, opposite to the spectator's right. 
Skew. The slope of a gable head . 
Skewput . The lowest stone in the coping of a gable (Scots) . 
Soffit . The underside of a stair, lintel, cornice, arch, canopy, etc. 
Spandrel. The triangular-shaped space above the haunch of an arch. 
Stoup. A holy-water basin, usually placed near an entrance. 
Stugged. Of masonry dressed with a punch so as to produce close pock-markings. 
Tack. A lease, usually of landed property, the lessee being known as a tacksman (Scots) . 
Talus. The sloping side of a wall or earthwork . 
Transhumance. The movement of livestock to summer pastures known as shieling-grounds. 
Trefoil, see Foil. 
Triquetra. A triangular ornament formed of three interlaced arcs. 
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Turnpike stair. A spiral stair (Scots). 
Tusking. In architecture, of stones left projecting from the surface of a wall to allow the bonding in of another wall. 

Also used of the ragged end of a ruinous wall. 
Tympanum. An enclosed space in the head of an arch, doorway, etc. or in the triangle of a pediment. 
Vitrifaction . In archaeology, the fused condition to which the rubble core of a timber-laced wall is reduced by the 

action of fire. 
Volute. A spiral scroll used especially in Ionic capitals (see Orders of Architecture). 
Voussoir. One of a series of wedge-shaped stones used to form an arch. 
Wadset. A type of mortgage, in which the lender becomes possessor of the property mortgaged (Scots). 
Water-tabling. A projecting surface to throw off rainwater. 
Weeper. (I) A hole in a wall for the escape of dripping water. (2) In sculpture, a small mourning figure. 
Yoke. In carpentry, a high collar-beam (q.v.). 
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Abbeys: Derry (Co. Londonderry), pp. 228, 230; Holyrood (Edinburgh) , 
p. 253; Inchcolm (Fife), p. 341 (n. I 26); Iona, see Iona, abbey; Saddell 
(Kintyre), p. 346 (No. 386, n.24); Westminster (London), p. 347 (No. 
386, n.28). 

Abbreviations, pp. 335- 8. 
Abercorn (West Lothian), cross-shaft, p. 169. 
Aberdeen: p. 329; King's College, altar-slab, p. 341 (n.126). 
Abhainn a' Gharbh-achaidh, Jura, p. 320. 
Abhainn a' Mhinisteir, Jura, p. 163. 
Abhainn na Sr"ine, Jura, cairn, pp. 7, 52, 56. 
Acarseid Cholla, Eilean Bhride, Islay, p. 320. 
Achnancarranan, Islay: bronze axe, p. 16; standing stones, pp. 10, 63, fig. 

63A, B. 
A' Chrannag, Craigens, Islay, fortification, pp. 37- 8, 263, fig. 263A. 
A' Chuli, Garvellachs, pp. 182, 344 (No. 354, n.22). 
Acknowledgements, p. 22. 
Adam, John, archi tect, p. 35. 
--- William, architect, p. 35. 
Adie (Alexander) and Son, instrument-makers, pp. 289, 329- 30. 
Adomn"n, author of Life 0/ Calumba, pp. 225, 260, 340 (n .92), 345 (No. 

366, n. I). 
Aed: p. 229; see also MacKay of the Rinns. 
Agriculture: pp. 11 - 14,25, 136, 142- 3; see also Farms, Field-systems and 

Rig-cultivation. 
Ailech, Early Christian Monastery, p. 182. 
Alexandria, see St Catherine of Alexandria. 
Altar-frontal, p. 26 I. 
Altars, pp. 32, 35, 162, 182- 3, 194,2 1 1, 219,223,238- 9,254,258, 346-7 

(No. 386, nn. I 0, 40). 
Altar-slabs, pp. 32, 238, 256, 341 (n.126), 347 (No. 387, n.7). 
Am Beannan, Scalasaig, Colonsay, shielings, p. 349 (No. 419, n.I). 
Am Burg, Coul, Islay, fort , pp. 21, 22, 72-3, figs. 73A, B. 
Am Fraoch Eilean, Jura, pp. 263-4. 
An Aros, Glengarrisdale, Jura, castle, p. 263. 
An Caibeal, Ardmenish, Jura, burial-ground, pp. 157, 343 (No. 3 I 6, n. I) . 
An Carn, Jura: cup-markings, pp. 41, 61, 302, fig. 303 (1 - 9); township, pp. 

41, 61, 302-5, figs. 303, 304A; see also Carn, Jura. 
Anchorages: pp. 263, 302; see also Boat-landings. 
Anderson, Archibald , tenant in ' Kilcomkill' , p. 162. 
An Drochaid laruinn, Duich, Islay, iron bridge. p. 320. 
An Dunan, Ardmenish, Jura, fort , pp. 22, 72, 74-5, fig. 74A, B. 
An Dunan, Lagavulin, Islay, fort , pp. 75-6, fig . 76A. 
An Dun, Ardmore, Islay, dun, pp. 24, 102, fig. 102e. 
An Dun, Kildalton House, Islay, dun , p. 103. 
An Dun, Mullach Ban, Islay, dun , pp. 24, 103, fig . 103A. 
An Dun, Octofad, Islay, dun, pp. 25. 103-4, figs. 103B, 104A. 
An Dun, Rinns Point, Islay, fort , p. 76. 
An Dun, Rockside, Islay, dun, pp . 20, 104. 
An Dun, Rubh' an Duin, Islay, dun , p. 104. 
An Gleann, Colonsay, field-system, pp. 13, 146. 
Animal bones, pp. 15, 18,23, 49, 129, 142, 143, 150, 153. 
An S~thean, Islay, hut-circles and field-system, pp. 13- 14, 123-6,139, figs. 

124-5, I 26A- H. 
Antrim, County: pp. 35. 268- 9; see also Glens of Antrim. 
Anvils, pp. 248, 280. 
Architects: see Adam, John; Adam, William; Blow, Detmar; Burn, William; 

Burnet, John ; Carmichael, Michael; Chalmers, P MacGregor; 
Galloway, William; Honeyman, James M; Playfair, William Henry; 
Ross, Alexander; Telford, Thomas; see also Engineers and Masons. 

Architectural fragments, pp. 184, 245 , 290. 325. 
Ard (The), Port Ellen, Islay, fort , pp. 22, 25 , 76-7, fig. 76B. 
Ardachy, North and South, Islay, lead-mines, p. 322. 
Ardbeg Distillery, Islay, pp. 323- 5, fig . 325B. 
Ardfernal, Jura, standing stone, p. 63 , fig . 63e. 
Ard Fhraoch, Islay, enclosure, pp. 20, 25, 330-1, fig. 330. 
Ardfin, Jura, see Jura House. 
Ardfin Forest, Jura, cist, pp. 8. I I, 15, 56, fig. lOA, B. 
Ardilistry, Islay: chapel , p. 157, figs. 26 (D) , 1578; dun, p. 104. fig. 104B; 

stone circle, pp. 10, 63, fig. 63D. 
Ardilistry River, Islay, hut-circle, pp. 126-7, fig. 126). 
Ardimersay, Islay, collage orne, p. 341 (n. 147), fig. 39. 
Ardlarach, Islay, salt manufacture, p. 46. 
Ardlussa, Jura: p. 304; see also Torran Dubha. 
Ardlussa House, Jura, p. 341 (n.147). 
Ard-marks: Cui a' Bhaile, Jura , p. 135; Kilellan, Islay, p. 143. 
Ardmenish, Jura: pp. 157, 343 (No. 316, n.I); burial-ground, p. 157; hut

circles, pp. 13, 127, fig. I27A; see also An Dunan, Ardmenish, Jura. 
Ardmore, Islay: Campbell family , p. 215; cist, pp. 8, 15,56; hut-circle, p. 

127, fig. 127B. 
Ardnahoe, Islay, farm , p. 314. 
Ardnadam (Cowal), chapel , p. 340 (n.96). 
Ardnamurchan (North Argyll), see MacIan, John, and MacIan family. 
Ardnave, Islay: burial and cists, pp. 16, 17, 56, fig. 56B; dun, p . 104; 

estate, pp. 226, 284, 348 (No. 407, n.I); hut-circle (Ardnave I), pp. 11, 
12, 13, 17, 25, 127-9, figs. 127C, 128; hut-circle and enclosure 
(Ardnave 2), pp. 12, 15, 17, 20, 25,129, figs. 10C, D, 128A, 129A; see 
also Cnoc na Faire. 

Ardnave House, Islay: pp. 39, 284, fig. 284A; steading, pp. 44, 284, fi g. 
284B. 

Ardnave Loch, Islay: p. 284; crannog, pp. 20, 153. 
Ardnave Point, Islay, burial-enclosure, pp. 284,348 (No. 407 , n.I) . 
Ardskenish, Colonsay: dun , p. 105, fig. 105A; Viking burial , p. 147. 
Ardtalla, Islay, standing stone, p. 63, fig. 63E. 
Argyll, Archibald Campbell, 7th Earl of, pp . 274, 283. 
--- Archibald Campbell, Lord Lorn, aft. Marquess of, pp . 254, 279. 
-- Archibald Campbell , 9th Earl of, pp. 164, 306. 
-- Archibald Campbell, 10th Earl of, aft. 1st Duke of, p. 289. 
-- Campbe ll family , Earls of, aft. Dukes of, pp. 254, 267. 
-- Colin Campbell , 3rd Earl of, p. 274. 
-- Colin Campbell , 6th Earl of, p. 283 . 
Armorial, p. 351. 
Arran, sandstone quarries, pp. 234-5, 263, 348 (No. 403 , n.2). 
Arrobollis (?Nereabolls), Islay, p. 346 (No. 384, n.2). 
Artillery defences: pp. 263 , 274, 296; see also Bastions and Casties, Towers 

and Fortifications. 
Askomil, Islay, Campbell family, 218- 19. 
Aucheleffan, Arran (Buteshire), stone circle, p. 10. 
Auerech, Early Christian Monastery, p. 344 (No. 354, n.21). 
Augustinian Order: of canonesses, p. 32; of canons, pp. 32, 230, 242, 246, 

249- 51, 253-4. 
Axes: bronze, pp. 11 , 16, fig. 10E, F; iron , pp. 148, 150; stone, pp . 7, I I. 
Ayrshire, p. 309. 

Bagh na h-Eaglaise, Texa, boat-landing, p. 259. 
Baile Tharbhach, Islay, standing stone, p. 63 , fig. 63F. 
Balaruminmore, Colonsay, burial-ground, pp . 157-8, fig . 158. 
Balfron (Stirlingshire), stone axe-hammer. p. 11 . 
Ballachlavin (Balleclauane), Islay, p. 28 I. 
Balleoschane, Islay, p. 161. 
Ballinaby, Islay: pp. 167,200, 344 (No. 341, n.I); Campbell family, pp. 

189, 196, 202; house, p. 341 (n .147); standing stones, pp. 29,63-4, 
147, 149, fig . 64A; Viking burials, pp. 29- 31 , 147-9, 150, figs . 31A, B, 
F. 147- 8, 149A, B. 

Ballitarsin, Islay, chapel, pp . 158, 344 (No. 359, n.5) . 
Ballygrant, Islay: p. 322; Campbell family , p. 216; mill , p. 45; see also 

Loch Ballygrant. 
Ballynaughton, Islay: chambered cairn , pp. 5, 6, 47~, fig . 47A. B; medieval 

coin hoard , pp. 6, 47- 8. 
Balnahard, Colonsay: dun. p. 105, fig. 105B; farm , p. 160; field-system. pp . 

13, 146; hut-circle, pp. 129, 146, fig . 129B; Mesolithic artefact s. p. 4; 
sand-hi ll site, p. 17; see also CiII Chaitr~ona. 

Balulive, Islay, p. 322. 
Balwill, barony, p. 254. 
Banagher (Co. Londonderry), church , p. 346 (No. 386, n. IO) . 
Banks, Sir Joseph , p. 184. 
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Bannatyne, Jean , wife of Revd John Campbell, p. 189. 
-- Ninian, of Kames (Bute), p. 189. 
Barmkin: Dunivaig Castle, Islay, pp. 268, 274; see a/so Bawns. 
Barnhill, Jura: p. 304; cai rn , p. 52. 
Barns: pp. 43 , 171 , 181 ,305,309 , figs. 171 , 173,3 10- 11 ; malt-barns, pp. 

323- 5, fig. 325. 
Barr (Bar), Islay, p. 216. 
Barr (Kintyre), barony, p. 274. 
Barra, MacNeill family, p. 281. 
Barr an t-Seann Duine, Lagavulin, Islay, fort , pp. 21 ,22, 77, figs. 77, 268. 
Barrows: p. 7, fig. 6A; Cnoc nan Nathrach, Islay, p. 53; Neriby, Islay, p. 

55; Newton , Islay , pp. 7, 55, 57, fig . 55B. 
Basildon Park (Berkshire), Morrison family , p. 290. 
Basins, see Font and Mortars. 
Bastions, pp. 37, 263, 270, 272, 281 - 3. 
Battles: Glengarrisdale, Jura, p. 263; Tniigh Ghruineard (Gruinart, Islay), 

pp. 37,219,263. 
Bawns: pp. 37, 270, 272, 283, 348 (No. 403, n.6); see a/so Barmkin. 
Bead-making, Early Christian, p. 340 (n.94). 
Beakers, pp. 6, 7, 12, 15, 49, 142, fig. 9. 
Bealach nan Crann, Islay, enclosure, pp. 20, 25, 331, fig. 331A. 
Beaton (MacBeth) family, physicians, pp. 200, 344 (No. 341, n.I). 
Beehive cells, pp. 27,170-1 , 174, 340 (n.90), 344 (No. 354, n.3), figs. 

173-5. 
Beinn a' Chaisteil, Islay, fort, settlement and enclosure, pp. 21 , 22, 42, 

77-81, figs. 78- 80. 
Beinn Arnicil, Colonsay, hut-circle and field-system, pp. 13, Ill, 130-1, fig . 

130. 
Beinn Bheag, Colonsay: hut-circles and enclosure, pp. 131 , 305, fig. 131 A; 

shielings, pp. 131, 305, fig. 304B. 
Beinn Cham, Islay, standing stone, p. 64, fig. 64B. 
Beinn nam Fitheach, Colonsay, mound , p. 339 (nA6). 
Beinn nan Caorach, Colonsay, field-system , pp. 13, 141, 146, fig. 141A. 
Beinn nan Gudairean, Colonsay: bronze swo rd, pp. 11 , 16; dun , pp. lOS, 

133, fig. 105c. 
Beinn Sholaraidh, Islay, fort , p. 81. 
Belfries, pp. 168, 184, 191 , 217,256, 295. 
Bells, pp. 168,2 17,279,345 (No. 367, nA). 
Bell-cot, see Belfries. 
Bell Rock Lighthouse (Angus), p. 345 (No. 366, n.13). 
Bell, Ronald, mason, p. 349 (No. 412, n.2). 
Belnahua, slate-quarries, pp. 45, 342 (n.167). 
Benedictine Order: pp. 32, 343 (No. 304, n.5); see a/so Iona, abbey. 
Blow, Detmar, architect, pp. 39, 293, 341 (nn . 145- 6). 
Board of Trade, pp . 46, 329. 
Boat-burials, pp. 29- 30, 149- 50. 
Boat-inlets, see Boat-landings. 
Boat-landings: pp. 27, 36, 38, 75, 77,100, 112, 154, 156, 163 , 170-1 , 174, 

176-7, 181 , 203 , 217 , 225, 259, 265-7,272,275,302,318; see a/so 
Anchorages, Harbours and Jetties. 

Boats, pp. 272, 280. 
Bonveh, Colonsay, dun, p. 105, fig. 1050. 
Book of Kells, pp. 29, 211. 
Borra-chille, Islay, burial-ground, p. 158. 
Borraichill Mor, Bridgend, Islay: burnt mounds, pp. 11 - 12, 131, fig. 12; 

cairns, pp. 52,106, 131 ; dun , pp. 24, IO~, 131 , fig . 105E; fort , pp. 
52, 81, fig. 81; hut-ci rcles, field-system a nd cairns, pp . 13, 106,131-2, 
figs. 131 B, 132A. 

Borraichill Mor, Port Ellen, Islay: dun , p. 106, fig. 106A; fort, pp. 21 , 22, 
81-2, 106,319, fig. 82A; millstone-quarry, p. 319, fig . 319B. 

Bower, Waiter, chronicler, p. 253. 
Bowmore, Islay: burials and cist, p. 56; church, see Kilarrow Parish 

Church; distillery, pp. 41, 287, 323; village, pp. 35, 39,41 , 189,284-7, 
figs. 285- 7, 291A; weaver' s house near, p. 42, fig. 42. 

Brahunisary, Islay: p. 168; 'chambered cairn', p. 48; cup-marking, p. 61. 
Breac Dholnan, Jura, fort , pp. 22 , 82-3, fig . 82B. 
Brick, pp. 46, 226, 228, 329- 30. 
Bridgend, Islay: pp. 184, 193,290,327,344 (No. 359, n.5); cists, pp. 57, 

83, fig. 83A; fort, pp. 22 , 57 , 83, fig. 83A; mill, p. 45; see a/so 
Kilarrow. 

Bridges: Corran River, Jura, pp. 46, 319, fig . 319A; drawbridge, Dunivaig 
Cast le, Islay, pp . 37, 268, 272, fig. 272B; Duich, Islay, pp. 46, 320; 
footbridges. pp . 278 , 297; iron, pp. 46, 320; Redhouses, Islay, p. 327; 
see a/so Highland Roads and Bridges, Commissioners for . 

Brigham (Cumberland), cross-slab, p. 340 (n.98). 
Brochs: p. 23 , fig. 21; Dun Bhoraraic, Islay, pp . 23, 101-2, fig . 102A, B; 

Dun Mor, Vaul (Tiree), pp. 25, 11 8. 
Bronze Age: pp. 7- 19; distribution maps, figs . 6A, 8- 9, 12; monument s 
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(descriptions), pp. 52- 72, 123-47, figs. 52-6, 58-60,62-72, 125-46; 
relics, pp. 7- 19. 52, 56, 57, 58, 60, 61 , 129, 135, 142- 3, figs. 10-11. 

Bronze vessel, p. 347 (No. 391 , n.6). 
Bronze-work, p. 340 (n,98). 
Brooches, bronze: pp. 20, 25, 129; Viking, pp. 29- 31, 147-8, 149, 150, 153, 

figs. 31A, B, 0, 147, 1490. 
Brough of Birsay (Orkney), p. 32. 
Brough of Deerness (Orkney), chapel , p. 27. 
Brown, James, accountant, p. 343 (No. 157, n.I). 
Bruichladdich, Islay: chapel and burial-ground , pp. 158-9, 343 (No. 320, 

n. I), figs. 26 (C), I 59A; distillery, pp . 323- 5, fig. 324B. 
Bruthach Breac, Islay, hut-circle, p. 132. 
Buaile Riabhach, Scalasaig, Colonsay, cai rn and standing stones, pp. 7, 52, 

339 (nA6) , fig. 52A, B. 
Buie, Malkum, p. 216. 
Building-contractors: Gibb, John , p. 329; MacDonald, A, p. 329; see a/so 

Masons. 
Building-materials, see Brick, Sandstone, Slate, Thatch and Tiles. 
Bunnahabhainn Distillery, Islay, pp . 323, 325. 
Burials: pp. 7- 8,9, 20, 163, 176, 181 , 230,245,254; Ardnave, Islay, pp. 

16, 17, 56; Bowmore, Islay, p. 56; Cnoc na Faire, Ardnave Point, 
Islay, pp. 9, 57; Grishipoll (Coli), p. 9; Gruinart Farm, Islay, pp. 8, 9, 
16, 57; Kiells , Islay, p. 58; Kildalton , Islay, pp. 8, 16, 58; Kintra, 
Islay, pp. 9, 17, 58, fig . 58; Sanaigmore, Islay, pp. 18, 60; see a/so 
Cists and Viking period, burials. 

Burial-aisles: Oronsay Priory, pp. 32, 234-6, 239 , 243, figs. 231 - 2, 233B, 
234-5, 239B; see a/so Burial-enclosures and Mausoleum. 

Burial-enclosures: Ardnave Point , Islay, pp. 284, 348 (No. 407, n. I); 
Eileach an Naoimh, Garvellachs, p. 179, fig. 179A; Kilchiaran, Islay, 
p. 194, fig. 195A, B; Kilchoman , Islay, pp. 196,202, fig. 197A; 
Kildalton, Islay, p. 215; Kilnaughton, Islay , p. 217, fig. 217C; 
Nereabolls, Islay, p. 228; Texa, Islay, p. 260, fig. 259. 

Burial-grounds: pp. 27- 8; Ardmenish, Jura, p. 157; Balaruminmore, 
Colonsay, pp . 157- 8, fig. 158; Ballitarsin, Islay, pp. 158, 344 (No. 
359, n.5); Borra-chille, Islay, p. 158; Bruichladdich, Islay, pp. 158-9, 
343 (No. 320, n.I) , fig. 159A; Carn, Port Charlotte, Islay, p. 159, fig. 
159B; Cill a ' Bhuilg, Islay, p. 159, fig. I 59C; Cill a' Chubein. Islay, p. 
159, fig. 1590; Cill an Ailein, Trudernish , Islay, p. 160, fig. 160A; Cill 
Chaitriona, Balnahard, Colonsay, pp. 160-1 , figs. 160B, C, 161A, B; 
Cill Chaluim Chi lie, Kiells, Islay, pp. 161 - 2, fig. 1610; Cill Chaluim 
Chi lie, Tarbert, Jura, p. 162, fig. 162B, C; Cill Chomhan, Islay, p. 163, 
fig . 163A; Cill Earnadail, Keils , Jura, pp. 163- 5, figs. 163B, 164, 165A; 
Cill Eathain, Islay, p. 165, fig. 165B; Cill Eileagain, Craigens, Islay, p. 
165, fig. 165C; Cill Eileagain, Mulreesh, Islay, pp. I 65-<i, figs . 166A, 
B; Cill Luchaig, Islay, p. 166, fig. 166C; Cill Mhoire, Lagavulin, Islay, 
p. 166, fig. 1660; Cill Mhoire, Upper Kilchattan , Colonsay, pp. 
166-7, fig. 166F; Cill Ronain, Sanaigmore, Islay, p. 167; Cill Tobar 
Lasrach, Islay, pp. 27, 167, fig. 167A, B; Clach nan Arm, 
Glengarrisdale, Jura, p. 263; Cladh Dhubhain , Islay, pp. 167,344 
(No. 341, n.I); Cladh Haco, Smaull , Islay, p. 167; Cladh Mhic lain, 
Jura. p. 167; Cladh nan Eireallnach, Jura, p. 168; Cnocbreac, Jura, p. 
168; Cnoc na Cille, Brahunisary, Islay, p. 168; Duisker I, Islay, p. 
170; Duisker 2, Islay, p. 170; Eileach an Naoimh, Garvellachs, pp. 27, 
170- 1, 176, 179, 181 - 2, figs. 171 - 3, 176, 181 ; Finlaggan , Islay, p. 279, 
figs. 276, 277A; Gartacharra, Islay, p. 182, fig. 182A; Gleann na 
Gaoith', Islay, pp. 182-4, figs. 182B, 183; Gruinart Cottage, Islay, p. 
184; Iona, p. 279; Kilarrow, Islay, pp. 34-5, 184-9, figs. 184B, 185-8; 
Kilarrow Parish Church, Bowmore, Islay, pp. 193, 343 (No. 157, n.I) , 
fig. 191 ; Kilbride, Colonsay, pp. 193, 224; Kilbride, Islay, p. 193, fig. 
193A, B; Kilchattan, Colonsay, p. 193; Kilchiaran, Islay, pp. 194-6, 
figs. 194C, 195D, E; Kilchoman , Islay, pp. 34-5, 196-203, figs. 197-
203; Kildalton , Islay, pp. 34-5, 203 , 206-15, figs. 204A, B, 207- 15; 
Killchianaig, Inverlussa, Jura, p. 216; Kilmeny, Islay, pp. 216,346 
(No. 370, n.2); Kilmory, Scarba, p. 217; Kilnaughton , Islay, pp. 217-
19,349 (No. 424, n.3) , fig . 218; Kilnave, Islay, pp . 219- 23 , figs. 219B, 
C, 223A; Kilslevan , Islay, p. 223 , fig . 223B; Kinuachdrach , Jura, p. 
223; Laggan, Islay, pp. 223-4, fig. 224A-<:; Loch Finlaggan, Islay, p. 
224; Loch Lossit, Islay, p. 224; Nave Island , Islay, pp. 225- 8, figs. 
225-<i; Nereabolls I, Islay, pp. 34, 228- 30, fig. 229; Nereabolls 2, 
Islay, p. 230, fig. 230; Oronsay Priory, pp. 230, 234, figs. 231 - 5; 
Orsay, Islay, pp. 254-6, figs. 255C, 256; Riasg Buidhe, Colonsay, pp. 
256-8, 315, figs. 2570, E, 258A; Teampull a' Ghlinne, Colonsay, pp. 
258- 9, fig. 258B; Texa, Islay, pp. 259-<i1 , figs. 259, 260A, 26IA- 0 ; 
Tockmal, Islay, p. 262, figs. 262A, 316-17; see a/so Burial-enclosures, 
Chapels, Churches, and Mausoleum. 

Burn, William, architect, pp. 163, 341 (n.147) . 
Burnet, John (senior), architect, p. 341 (n.147). 
Burnt mounds, pp. 11 - 12, 131, fig. 12. 



Byre-dwellings, pp. 42, 306-7, 309, 3 14. 
Byres, pp. 43, 305-6, 309. 

Cabrach, Jura, dun, pp. 25, 106, fig. 1060. 
Cairns: pp. 7, 58, 131, fig. 6A; Abhainn na Sroine, Jura, pp. 7,52,56; 

Barnhill , Jura, p. 52; Borraiehill Mar, Bridgend, Islay, p. 52; Buaile 
Riabhach, Scalasaig, Colonsay, pp. 7, 52, 339 (n.46), fig. 52A, B; Carn 
Beannachd, Islay, p. 52; Carndunean, Islay, pp. 7, 52, fig. 53A; C noc 
a' Chuirn Mhoir, Jura , pp. 52-3; Cnoc a' Chuirn, Port Charlolle, 
Islay, pp. 7, 53, fig. 53B; Cnoe Beag, Bheinn Bheag, Co lonsay, pp. 7, 
53; Cnoc Mor, Coul, Islay, p. 53; Cnoc Mar, Ghrasdail, Islay, pp. 7, 
53; Goirtean Fada, Jura, pp. 7, 53-4, fig. 54A; Goirtean Uamh nan 
Giall, Jura, pp. 7,54, fig. 54B; Grainel, Islay , pp. 7, 54; Keils , Jura , p. 
54; Kilchiaran , Islay, pp. 7, 54; Kilnave, Islay, p. 54; Kinuachdrach, 
Jura, p. 54; Lagavulin, Islay, pp. 7, 54-5; MaeDuffie Cairn, Oronsay, 
p. 224; Milbuie, Colonsay, pp. 7, 55, fig. 55A; Tais Bheinn , Islay, p. 
56; Tallant, Bowmore, Islay, pp. 7,56, fig. 56A; Upper Cragabus, 
Islay, pp. 7, 56; see also Barrows, Burials, Chambered cairns, Cists, 
Marker-cairns, and Small cairns, 

'Cairns', see An Carn, Jura. 
Cairn burgh Castle, Treshnish Isles (Mull), pp. 36, 267, 348 (No. 402, n.4). 
Caisteal Dhonnachaidh, Islay, enclosure, pp. 20, 25, 331, fig. 33 1 B. 
Caisteal Mhic Dhomhnuill, Islay, pp. 20, 33\. 
Caisteal nan Gillean, Oronsay, Mesolithic deposits, pp. 4, 339 (n.29), fig. 3. 
Calder, see Cawdor. 
Callumkill, Islay, p. 340 (n.95). 
Cam as an Staca, Jura, sta nding stones, p. 64, fig . 64C. 
Camas nan Geall, Ardnamurehan (Argyll), standing stone, p. 11 . 
Campbell (Campbel), Alexander, of Ardmore, p. 215. 
-- Alexander, of Ellister, pp. 202- 3. 
-- Alexander, of Lochnell , p. 164. 
-- Alexander, of Lossit, p. 189. 
-- Alexander, so n of Donald MacAlister Roy, p. 201. 
- - Anna, wife of Lachlan, of DailI , p. 345 (No. 366, n.I2). 
- - Anne, wife of M urdoeh Mac Lean of Lochbuy, p. 217. 
-- Arehibald, of AskomiI, p. 218. 
-- Archibald, of Ballinaby, p. 202. 
-- Archibald, son of John , of Ballinaby, p. 189. 
-- Arehibald, son of Dunean, of Ellister, p. 203. 
-- Archibald, of Jura, p. 326. 
- - Arehibald, son of John, of Killinallan, p. 189. 
-- Arehibald, wadseller of Lochhead , pp. 164-5. 
-- Arehibald, of Trudernish, p. 215 . 
-- Catherine, wife of John , of Sanaig, p. 164. 
-- Lady Charlolle, pp. 41, 297. 
-- Colin, of C1unes, p. 345 (No. 366, n.I2). 
-- Colin, of Ellister, pp. 202-3. 
-- Colin , of Jura , p. 169. 
-- Colin, of Lochnell (LochineI), p. 164. 
-- Colin , of Sunderland, p. 199. 
-- Daniel, of Shawfield and Islay (d. 1753), pp. 290, 342 (intro., 

n.I66). 
-- Daniel, ofShawfield and Islay (d. 1777), pp. 35, 39, 189,19 1,284, 

296, 345 (No. 360, n.2). 
-- Donald MaeAlister Roy, tenant in Smaull, pp. 20 1, 345 (No. 366, 

n.IO). 
-- Dugald, of Ballinaby, p. 202. 
-- Duncan , of Ardnave, pp. 284, 348 (No. 407, n.I). 
-- Dunean, of Ba!linaby, p. 189. 
-- Duncan , of Ellister, pp. 202- 3. 
-- Dunean , bailie of Jura , pp. 164-5. 
-- Lady Eleanor (Ellinor) Charteris, wife of WaIter Frederiek , of 

Islay, pp. 41,46, 193, 300, 326. 
-- Dame Elizabeth Lort, wife of Sir Alexander, of Cawdor, p. 349 

(No. 436, n.5). 
-- Elizabeth , wife of NeiI McQuillan, p. 216. 
-- Farquhar, notary , p. 345 (No. 360, n.2). 
-- Sir Hugh , of Cawdor, pp. 38, 217, 275, 290, 345 (No. 366, n. II ). 
-- IsobeI, daughter of John, of Laganlochan , p. 189. 
-- James, son of Duncan , of Ballinaby, p. 189. 
-- Jane Evers, wife of Alexander, of Lossit, p. 189. 
-- Jean Bannatyne, wife of Revd John , p. 189. 
-- John, Bishop of the Isles (d. c. 1605), pp. 154,343 (No. 304, n.4). 
-- John, of Ballinaby, p. 189. 
-- Joh n, of Ballole, p. 189. 
-- John , of Ballygrant , p. 216. 
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-- Sir John. of Cawdor (d. 1546), p. 274. 
-- John, of Cawdor, (d. 1592). p. 202. 
-- Sir John , of Cawdor (d. c. 1642), pp . 38.202,274, 34 1 (n. I48). 
-- John , of Cawdor (d. 1654), pp. 38. 269, 274. 345 (No. 366, n.IO). 
-- John , son of Duncan , of Ellister. p. 202. 
-- John, minister of Kilchoman and Kilarrow, p. 189. 
-- John, of Killinallan , p. 189. 
-- John, of Kintour, p. 215. 
-- John , of Laganlochan. p. 189. 
-- John, tenant in Lurabus, p. 349 (No. 424. n.3). 
-- John, of Sanaig, p. 164. 
-- John Francis, antiqua ry, p. 348 (No. 404, n.6). 
-- Katherine MacSween. wife of Archibald , pp . 164-5. 
-- Lachlan, Commissar Depute of Islay, p. 189. 
-- Lachlan, of Daill, pp. 35, 202, 345 (No. 366, n.I2). 
-- Margaret Susan, daughter of Wailer Frederick , of Islay, p. 193. 
-- Mary , wife of Alexal'der, p. 201. 
-- Mary MacLean, wife of Duncan , bailie of Jura, pp. 164-5. 
-- Peter, son of Archibald, of AskomiI , p. 218. 
-- Peter, son of John , of Ball ygrant , p. 216. 
-- Wailer, of Shawfield and Islay, pp. 193,290,301. 
-- Captain WaIter, of Sunderland , pp. 41 , 290, 30 I. 
--WaIter Frederick, of Islay, pp. 38, 41,46, 193,293,297,300,302, 

326,341 (n.I47), 344-5 (No. 359, n.5), 349 (No. 417 , n.I). 
-- William, son of Duncan, of Ellister, p. 202. 
Campbel\ family : pp. 198,2 18- 19, 263; see also Argyll, Campbell family , 

Earls of. 
-- of Ardmore, p. 215. 
-- of Ballinaby, pp. 189, 196,202. 
-- of Cawdor (Calder), pp. 35, 38. 202-3 , 349 (No. 411, n.I). 
-- of GlendarueI , p. 165. 
-- of Jura, pp . 35, 163- 5. 
-- of Shawfield and Islay, pp. 39, 191 , 290. 
CampbeUown (Kintyre), p. 165; cross, p. 200. 
Canna, Isle of (Inverness-shire), p. 25. 
CaoI lIa Distillery, Islay, pp. 322- 3, 325, 350 (No. 437 , n.8), fig. 323. 
Carding-mill, Redhouses, Islay, pp. 327, 342 (n.I7 I). 
CarmichaeI, MichaeI, mason alld architect, pp. 35, 168. 
O;rn, Jura, cave, pp. 19,302,349 (No. 418 , n.I); see also An Cam. 
Carn, Port Charlotte, Islay, chapel and burial-ground , p. 159, figs. 26 (H), 

159s. 
Carn a' Bharraich, Oronsay, Viking burials, pp. 29- 31, 149, fig. 149C, O. 
Carn Airigh Shomhairle, Colonsay, field-sys tem , pp. 13,146. 
Carn an tSearmonaich, Jura, cairn, p. 54. 
Carn Beannachd, Islay, cairn, p. 52. 
Cam Bhioghairt, Islay, hut-circle and enclosure, pp. 13, 132, fig. 132B. 
Carnduncan, Islay: cairn, pp. 7, 52, fig. 53A; dun , p. 106, fig. I06C. 
Cam Glas, Ardskenish, Colonsay, standing stone, p. 64. 
Carn Liath, Jura, dun , pp. 25, 106-7, fig. 1060. 
Carn Mor, Colonsay, field- system, pp. 13, 147. 
Carn Mor, Islay, hut-circle, pp. 132-3, fig. 133A. 
Carnan Eoin, Colonsay, shielin g, p. 305, fig. 305. 
Carpenters, see MacDougall, Donald alld Mdsaac, Alexander. 
Carragh a' Ghlinne, Jura: cup-marking, pp. 9, 65; stancling sto nes, pp. 9, 

10, 64-5, fig. 640. 
Carragh Bhan, Islay, standing stone, p. 65, fig, 65A, B. 
Carraig Bun Aibhne, Islay, fort , pp. 25, 83, fig. 83B. 
Carraig Fhada, Islay: p. 326; lighthouse, see I/Ilder Port Ellen. 
Carraig Mhic a' Phi ('MaeFie's Stone'), Colonsay, p. 158. fig. 158A. 
Carsaig (Mull), sandstone-quarry, pp. 179,266. 
Carswell, John, Bishop of the Isles, pp. 154, 343 (No. 304, n.4). 
Cart-sheds, pp. 228, 309, fig. 3098. 
Carved stones, see Architectural fragments and Funerary monuments. 
Carving, schools of (medieval), pp. 34, 261. 

IONA, pp. 34, 161 - 2 (No. 327 (I» , 182, 184 (No. 358). 185- 6 (No. 359 
(\ - 10» , 195 (No. 365 ( 1», 198- 201 (No. 366 (3- 14)), 212- 13 (No. 367 
(6- 9»,2 14,2 16 (No. 370 (I», 218 (No. 373 (1 - 5)), 228- 30 (No. 384 
(1 - 7)), 243,246-9 (No. 386 (1-10, 21 - 2», 252- 3 (No. 386 (3 1- 2» , 
279- 80 (No. 404 ( I, 2, 4)), 346 (No. 386, n.24). 

KINTYRE, pp. 34,230 (No. 384 (8». 
LOCH AWE, pp. 34, 186 (No. 359 (1 1» , 213 (No. 367 (10)), 216 (No. 

370 (2)). 
LOCH SWEEN , pp. 34, 196 (No. 365 (6)), 2 13- 14 (No. 367 (11 - 14)), 224 

(No. 378 (3)), 247 (No. 386 (11», 345 (No. 365, n.3). 
ORONSAY, pp. 34, 186-7 (No. 359 (12- 13)) , 2 14 (No. 367 (15)),2 15, 

230,246, 247- 53 (No. 386 (14-20, 2:1- 30, 33-5)). 
Castles, Towers and Fortifications: pp. 36- 8, 263- 83; A' Chra nnag, 
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Craigens, Islay, pp. 37-8, 263, fig. 263A; An Aros, G lengarrisdale, 
Jura, p. 263; Cairnburgh Castle, Treshnish Isles (Mu ll), pp. 36, 267, 
348 (No. 402, n.4); Cawdor Castle (Nairnshire), p. 341 (n. I44); Claig 
Castle, Jura , pp . 36- 7,263-4, figs. 263B, 264; 'Downand ', Islay, pp. 
37,341 (n.139), 348 (No. 401, n.I); Dun Athad , Islay, pp. 37, 264-5, 
fig . 265; Dun Chonaill , Garvellachs, pp . 36, 265-8, figs. 266-7; 
Dunivaig Castle, Islay, pp. 36-8, 263-75, 281 , figs. 268- 73; Dunkerd, 
?Garvellachs, pp. 267-8, 348 (No. 402, n.4); Edinburgh Castle, p. 348 
(No. 403, n.14); Fin laggan, Islay, pp. 36, 38, 275-81, figs. 275-80; 
I rish fortifications, p. 341 (n.138); Iselborgh, ?Tresh nish Isles (M ull) , 
pp. 267, 348 (No. 402, n.4); artillery ballery, Islay Ho use, p. 296; 
Loch an Sgollaire, Colonsay, pp. 37, 281-2, figs. 281, 282A; Loch 
Gorm, Islay, pp . 37, 38, 154,282-3, figs. 282B, 283; see also Crannogs 
and related structures. 

Causeways, pp. 38, 153- 7,275,279. 
Ca.es: pp. 2,18- 19,25; Carn, Jura, pp. 19,302,349 (No. 41 8, n.I); 

Corpach, Jura, pp. 19, 332; Dun Athad , Islay, p. 265; Kilchoman, 
Islay, p. 18, fig. 19; Kildalton , Islay, p. 18; King's Cave, Jura, pp. 19, 
25,35; McArthur's Head , Islay, p. 18; Port a' Chotain , Islay, p. 18; 
Ruantallain , Jura, p. 19; Uamh Bhreaca in , Jura, p. 19; Uamh 
'Heorredh', Colonsay, p. 18; Uamh Lag na Capull, Jura , p. 19; Uamh 
Mhor, Islay, p. 18; Uamh Muinntir I, Jura, p. 19; Uamh na 
Baintighearna, Colonsay, p. 18; Uamh na Mine, Kiloran Bay, 
Colonsay, pp. 9, 18, 62; Uamh Ur, Colollsay, pp. 18, 25. 

Cawdor Castle (Nairnshire), p. 34 1 (n. I44); see also Campbell famil y, of 
Cawdor. 

Celestinus (GiII-easbuig), p. 280. 
-- canon of Oronsay, pp. 242- 3, 246. 
Chalmers, P MacGregor, architect, p. 345 (No. 366, n.5). 
Chambered cairns: pp. 5- 7, 339 (n.46), fig. 6A; Ballynaughton, Islay, pp . 5, 

6, 47~, fig. 47; Brahunisary, Islay, p. 48; Cladh Chlainn lain , Jura , 
pp. 48, 52, fig. 48A, B; Cnoc an Altair, Islay, pp. 48--9, 132- 3, 140, 
fig. 48C; Cragabus, Islay, pp. 5, 6, 15, 49, fig. 49A, B; Frachda le, 
Islay, pp. 49- 50, fig . 50A; Giant's Grave, Nereabolls, Islay, pp. 5, 50, 
fig. 50B, C; Port Charlolle, Islay, pp. 5, 6-7, 50--2, figs. 6B, 5 IA-C. 

Chapels: pp. 27-9, 32-4, figs. 26, 33; Ardilistry, Islay, p. 157, figs. 26 (D), 
157B; Ardnadam (Cowal), p. 340 (n.96); Ballitarsin, Islay, pp. 158, 
344 (No. 359, n.5); Brough of Deerness (Ork ney), p. 27; 
Bruichladdich, Islay, pp. 158-9, 343 (No. 320, n.I), figs. 26 (C), 
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159A; Carn, Port Charlolle, Islay, p. 159, figs. 26 (H) , 159B; Cil l a' 
Chubei n, Trudernish , Islay, pp. 159,263, figs . 26 (M), 1590; Ci ll an 
Ailein, Loch Gruinart, Islay, p. 159; Ci ll Chai triona, Balnahard, 
Colonsay, pp. 34, 65, 160--1,290, figs. 33 (F), 160B, C, 161A, B; Ci ll 
Chaluim Chille, Kiells, Islay, pp. 34, 161-2, 184,28 1, figs. 33 (D), 
161C, 0 ; Ci ll Cha luim Chi lie, Tarbert, Jura, pp. 10, 72, 162, figs. 33 
(E) , 162A-C; Cill Choinnich, Colonsay, p. 163; Ci ll Chomhan, Islay, 
p. 163, figs. 26 (T), 163A; Cill Eat hain, Islay, p. 165, figs. 26 (1), 
165B; Cill Eileagain, Craigens, Islay, p. 165, figs. 26 (Q), 165C; Cill 
Ei leagain, Mulreesh, Islay, pp. 28, 165-{;, figs . 26 (K), 166A, B; Ci ll 
Mhoire, Oronsay , p. 166, figs. 26 (F) , 166E; Ci ll Mhoire, Upper 
Kilchallan, Colonsay, pp. 166-7, figs . 26 (P), I66F; CiII Tobar 
Lasrach, Islay, pp. 27, 167, figs. 26 (N), 167A, B; Cladh Ei listeir, 
Portnahaven, Islay, pp. 34-5, 167, figs. 33 (R), 167C; Duisker I, 
Islay, p. 170, figs . 26 (L), 170C; Duisker 2, Islay, p. 170, figs. 26 (A), 
1700; Dunstaffnage Chapel (Lorn), p. 34; Eileach an Naoimh, 
Garvellachs, pp. 27, 171 , 177, 178-9, 180-1, figs. 26 (G), 171-2, 176C; 
178; Finlaggan, Islay, pp. 34, 161 , 27~1, figs. 33 (K), 279A, 280; 
G leann na Gaoith', Islay, pp. 28, 182-4, figs. 26 (R), 182B, 183; 
Kilbraenan, Bridgend, Islay, p. 193; Kilbride, Colonsay, pp . 70, 193; 
Kilbride, Islay, pp. 34-5, 193, 206, figs. 33 (s), 193; Kilchiaran, Islay, 
pp. 34, 62, 194--6,218,309, figs. 33 (Q), 194C, 195; Kilennan, 
Bowmore, Islay, p. 216; Killchianaig, Inverlussa, Jura, p. 216; 
Kilmory, Scarba, p. 217, figs . 33 (C), 217B; Kilmun, G len Aray (Mid 
Argyll), p. 340 (n.96); Kilnaughton, Islay, pp. 193, 217-19,33 1,341 
(n.128), 349 (No. 424, n. 3), figs. 33 (T), 217C, 218; Kilnave, Islay, pp. 
34,54, 196, 219--23, figs. 33 (A), 219-223A; Kilslevan, Islay, pp. 41 , 
223, figs. 26 (E), 223B; Laggan, Islay, pp. 223-4, fig. 224A-C; Loch 
Lossit, Islay, p. 224; Nave Island, Islay, pp. 27-8, 34, 179, 225-8,34 1 
(n.121), 346 (No. 383, n.6), figs. 33 (B), 225- 228A; Nereabolls I, 
Islay, pp. 34, 196, 228-30, figs. 33 (p), 228B, 229; Nereabolls 2, Islay, 
p. 230, figs . 26 (B), 230; Oronsay Priory, see Oronsay Priory, 
MacDuffie Aisle and Prior's Chapel; Orsay, Islay, pp. 34-5, 254--6, 
figs. 33 (H), 254-6; Riasg Buidhe, Colonsay, pp. 256--8, 315, figs. 
257C-E, 258A; St Oran's Chapel, Iona, p. 219; Teampull a' Ghlinne, 
Colonsay, pp . 130, 258-9, figs. 33 (G), 258B, C; Texa, Islay, pp. 34, 
259--61,347 (No. 39 1, n.6), figs. 33 (J), 259-60, 26 I A- O; Tockmal, 
Islay, pp. 41 , 262, 315, 318, figs. 26 (S), 262A, 316-17; see also 
Burial-aisles, Burial-grounds and Churches. 

Charteris, Lady Eleanor (Ellinor), see Campbell, Lady Eleanor. 
Chimney-pieces, pp. 294-5, 327, fig. 294A. B, E; see also Fireplaces. 
Churches: pp. 32- 5, fi g. 33; Ci ll Earnadai l, Kcil s, Jura, pp. 27, 35, 54, 

163--5, 169,340 (n.92), figs. 163B, 164, 165A; Colonsay, parish 
church, pp . 35, 60, 168, fig s. 168, 169A; Craighouse, Jura, parish 
church, pp. 35, 53, 169, fig. 169c; Eileach an Naoimh, Garvellachs, 
pp. 34, 171 , 179, 182, figs. 33 (L), 171, 173, 179A; Hamilton 
(Lanarkshire), pp. 35, 341 (n.I3I); Inveraray (Mid Argyll), p. 35; 
Kilarrow, Bridgend, Islay, old parish church , pp. 34-5, 184-9, figs. 
184B- 188; Kilarrow Parish Churc.h , Bowmore, Islay, pp. 35,41, 184, 
189- 93,284,343 (No. 157, n.I), 345 (No. 360, nn . I- 3), fi gs. 189-92, 
285A, B, 286; Kilbrandon , Sei l (Lorn), old parish church, p. 344 (No. 
354, n.22); Kilchallan , Colonsay, old parish church, pp. 32, 137, 
193-4, figs . 33 (M), 194A, B; Kilchoman, Islay, old parish church, pp. 
28, 34-5, 123, 163, 195, 196-203, 297, fi gs. 197- 203A; Kildallon, 
Islay, old parish church, pp. 27, 32- 5, 58, 84, 193, 203--15,2 18,223, 
226,263,341 (n. 128), figs. 33 (N) , 203B- 215; Killean (Kintyre), old 
parish church, p. 34; Kilmeny, Islay, old parish church , pp. 34, 36, 
216; Kilmeny, Islay, parish ch urch, pp. 35, 216-17, 297, fig. 217A; 
Kilnaughton, Islay, see under Chapels; Lagavul in , Islay, pp. 35, 206, 
218, 345 (No. 367, n.4); Oronsay Priory, see under Oronsay Priory; 
Portnahaven, Islay, pp. 35, 256, 30 1, fig. 257A, B; Risabus, Oa, Islay. 
pp. 35, 218. 

CiII a' Bhuilg, Islay, burial-ground, p. 159, fig . 159c. 
CiII a' Chubein, Trudernish, Islay: chapel, pp. 107, 159, 263, figs. 26 (M), 

1590; dun, p. 107, fig. 107A. 
CiII a' Mhanaich (Kilmeny), Islay, p. 346 (No. 370, n.2). 
CiII an Ailein, Loch Gruinart, Islay, chapel, p. 159. 
CiII an Ailein, Trudernish, Islay, burial-ground , p. 160, fig. 160A. 
CiII Chaitr)ona, Balnahard, Colonsay, chapel and burial-ground, pp. 34, 65, 

160--1 ,290, figs. 33 (F), 160B, C, 161A. 
CiII Chaluim Chille, Kiells, Islay, chapel and burial-ground, pp. 34, 161-2, 

184,28 1, fi gs. 33 (D), 161 C, O. 
CiII Chaluim Chille, Tarbert, Jura, chapel and burial-ground, pp. 10,72, 

162, figs. 33 (E), I 62A-C. 
CiII Choinnich, Colonsay, chapel, p. 163. 
CiII Chomhan, Islay, chapel, p. 163, figs. 26 (T), 163A. 
C iII Daltan, p. 206; see a/so Kildalton. 
all Earnadail, Keils, Jura, church and buria l-ground, pp. 27 , 35, 54, 

163--5, 169,340 (n.92), figs. 163B, 164, 165A. 
CiII Eathain, Islay, chapel, p . 165, figs. 26 (1), 165B. 
CiII Eileagain, Craigens, Islay, chapel and burial-ground, p. 165, figs . 26 

(Q), 165C. 
CiII Eileagain, Mulreesh, Islay, chapel and burial-ground, pp. 28, 165-{;, 

figs. 26 (K), 166A, B. 
CiII Luchaig, Islay, burial-ground, p. 166, fig. 166C. 
CiII Mheinidh (Kilmeny), Islay, p. 346 (No. 370, n.2). 
CiII Mhoire, Laga .. lin, Islay, burial-ground, p. 166, figs. 1660, 268. 
CiII Mhoire, Oronsay, chapel , p. 166, figs. 26 (F) , 166E. 
cm Mhoire, Upper Kilchattan, Colonsay, chapel and burial-ground, pp. 

166-7, figs. 26 (p), 166F. 
CiII Mhoire, Scarba, see Kilmory, Scarba, chapel. 
CiII Naoimh, see Kilna.e, Islay, chapel. 
CiII Ronain, Sanaigmore, Islay, burial-ground, p. 167. 
CiII Tobar Lasrach, Islay, chapel, pp. 27, 167, fi gs. 26 (N), 167A, B. 
Cinerary Urns: pp. R, 16, 56, 60, 142, fig . 9; see a/so Urns. 
Cists: pp. 7- 9, 53-4, 55, 58, fig . 8; Ardfin Forest, Jura, pp. 8, 11 , 15, 56, 

fig. lOA, B; Ardmo re, Islay, pp. 8, l 5, 56; Ardnave, Islay, pp. 16, 17, 
56, fig. 56B; Bowmore, Islay, p. 56; Bridgend , Islay, pp. 57, 83, fig. 
83A; 'Cnoc an Anairt ' , Jura House, Jura, p. 57; Colonsay House, 
Colonsay, p. 57; Cra ighouse, Jura, p. 57; Curlach, Islay, p. 57; Dai ll , 
Islay, p. 57; Doir' a' Chlaiginn, Jura, p. 57; Foreland House, Islay, 
pp. 8, 57; Glenegedale, Islay, pp. 8, 57; Kiell s, Islay, pp. 8, 15, 58; 
Kilmory Lodge, Scarba, p. 58; Kiloran Bay, Colonsay, p. 58; 
Kinuachdrach, Jura, 58; Knockangle Point, Islay, pp. 9, 59, fig. 59A, 
B; Lagg, Jura, p. 59; Lower Kilchallan, Colonsay, pp. 9, 10, 16, 59; 
Machrins, Colonsay, p. 59; Milbuie, Colonsay, p. 55; Newton, Islay, 
p. 7; Oronsay Farm, p. 230; Sanaigmore, Islay, pp. 18, 59-60; 
Scalasaig, Colonsay, pp. 16, 60; Starchmill, Islay, p. 60; Sunderland, 
Islay, pp. 8-9, 16, 60; Tniigh Bhan, Islay, pp . 8, 15, 18, 60--1 , fig . 60; 
Try, G ulval (Cornwall), p. 60; Uragaig, Colonsay, pp. 8, 15, 61; see 
also Burials, Cairns, Long Cists and Viking period, burials. 

Clachan Ceann lie, Islay, 'standing stones', p. 65. 
CIach an Tiompain, Islay, standing stone, p. 65 . 
CIachantachree (Clachan an Tachair), Islay, p. 345 (No. 359, n.5). 
Clach a' Pheanais, Colonsay, standing stone, p. 65. 
CIach nan Arm, Jura, p. 263. 
Claddich, Islay: Food Vessels, p. 15; sand-hill si te, p. 17. 



Cladh Chlainn lain, Jura, chambered ca irn . pp. 48, 52. fi gs. 48A. B. 
Cladh Dhubhain, Islay, buria l-gro und, pp. 167, 344 (No. 341. n. I). 
Cladh Dhumhan, Islay, p. 343 (No. 320, n. I). 
Cladh Eilisteir, Portnahaven, Islay, chapel, pp. 34-5. 167, fi gs. 33 ( R). 

167e. 
Cladh Haeo, Smaull, Islay, buria l-ground. p. 167. 
Cladh Mhie lain, Jura, buria l-gro und , p. 167. 
Cladh nan Eireannaeh, Jura, burial-ground , p. 168. 
Cladh Uillean, Islay, p. 343 (No. 320, n. I). 
Cladville Farm, Islay, ho rse-gang, p. 44, fi g. 44e. 
Claggain Bay, Islay: p. 160: standing-stone, p. 65. 
Claig Castle, Jura, pp. 36-7, 263-4, fi gs. 263B, 264A. R. 
Clan-Alister Carryehe (MacDonald famil y of Keppoch). p. 28 1. 
Clan Donald, pp. 253, 28 1; see al.w MaeDonald family. 
Clanranald, Book of, p. 28 1. 
Clan Ranald, pp . 261 , 28 1: see also MaeDonald family , of Cla n Ra na ld . 
Clark, Ma rri on, wife of Duncan McLachla n, p. 199. 
Clettraval ware, pp. 20. 23. 
Clock-turret, p. 295 , fi g. 295B. 
Clyde-type chambered cairns, pp. 5- 7, 47, 48. 
Cnoe a' Chaisteil, Islay, enclosure. pp. 20, 25, 97, 331- 2, fi g. 332A. 
Cnoe a' Charraigh, Colonsay, standing stone. pp. 10, 65. 
Cnoe a' Charraigh, Islay, standing stone, p. 65. 
Cnoe a' Cholirn MhOir, Jura, cairn , pp. 52- 3. 
CIloe a' Cholirn, Port Charlotte, Islay: p. 159; cairn , pp . 7, 53, fi g. 53 B. 
Cnoe an Allair, Islay, chambered cairn , pp . 48--9, 132- 3. 140, fi g. 48e. 
Cnoe an Anairt, Jura House, Jura, cists, p. 57. 
Cnoe an Ardrigh, Colonsay, fi eld-system, pp . 13, 147. 
Cnoe Beag, Beinn Bheag, Colonsay, cairn , pp. 7, 53. 
Cnoe Boglaeh na Fola, Islay, dun , p. 107, fi g. 107B. 
Cnoebreae, Jura: burial-ground , p. 168; township, p. 168. 
Cnoe Coig, Oronsay, Mesolithic deposits, pp. 4, 12. fi g. 4. 
Cnoe Crun na Maoil, Ardbeg, Islay, dun , p. 107, fi g. 107e. 
Cnoe Eabriie, Islay, fort , pp. 83-4, fi g. 84A. 
Cnoe Grianail, Islay, dun , p. 108, fi g. 108A. 
CnoeMor a' Chlaiginn, Islay, p. 159. 
Cnoe Mor, Coul, Islay, cairn , p. 53. 
Cnoe Mor, Ghrasdail, Islay, ca irn. pp. 7, 53. 
Cnoe na Buaile Faide, Islay, dun , p. 108. 
Cnoe na Cille, Brahunisary, Islay, burial-ground , p. 168. 
Cnoe na Cloiehe-muilinn, Islay, p. 319. 
Cnoe na Croiehe, Islay, p. 185. 
Cnoe na Faire, Ardnave Point , Islay, buria l. pp . 9, 57. 
Cnoe na Lice Muilinn, Islay, hut-circle, p. 133. 
Cnoe nan Gall, Colonsay, Viking buria l. pp. 30, 150. 
Cnoe nan Guaillean, Islay, standin g stone, p. 66, fi g. 66A. 
Cnoe nan Nathraeh, Islay, barrows, p. 53. 
Cnoe Riabhach, Oronsay, Mesolithic deposits, p. 4. 
Cnoe Sligcaeh, Oronsay, Mesolithic deposits, p. 4. 
Coach-houses, pp. 290, 297. 
Coille a' Chnoic MhOir, Islay, standing stone, p. 66. 
Coins, pp . 20, 31- 2, 47- 8, 150, 349 (No. 41 8, n. I), fi g. 31 E. 
Coli (Argyll), p. 341 (n.141). 
Coli Ciotaeh MaeGillespie MaeDonald, of Colonsay , p. 274. 
Colonsay, parish church , pp . 35, 60 , 168, fi gs. 168, 169A. 
Colonsay House, Kiloran, Colonsay: pp . 39, 257, 28 1, 289-90, fi gs. 288A-C, 

289A; cist, p. 57; cross- fragment , pp. 29, 168-9, fi g. 169B; dagger and 
sword , p. 52. 

Comma nus, priest, p. 345 (No. 366, n. I). 
Commissioners of Nurthcrn Lighthouses: pp . 46, 329; see also Northern 

Lighthouse Board. 
Conisby, Islay: p. 108; croftin g township, p. 43; horse-ga ng, p. 44, fi g. 

44A, B. 
Copper mines, Kilslevan , Islay, p. 322. 
Cormae, friend of St Columba , p. 27 . 
Cornabus, Islay, standing stone, p. 66, fi g. 66B. 
Cornabus Cottage, Islay, hut-circle, p. 133, fi g. 133B. 
Corn-<lrying kilns, see under Kilns. 
Corpaeh, Jura, caves, pp . 19, 332. 
Corran River, Jura, bridge, pp . 46, 319, fi g. 319A . 
Corr Dholnan, Colonsay: field- system, pp. 13, 147; hut-circle, pp . 13, 133, 

147, fig . 133C. 
Corryvreekan, Gulf of, p. 265. 
Corstorphine Church (Edinburgh), altar-sla b, p. 341 (n . 126). 
Cottage orne, Ardimersay, Islay, p. 341 (n.147), fi g. 39. 
Cottages, pp. 42- 3, 287, 297, 300- 1,306, 328,330, fi gs. 42- 3, 287C, 300B, 

301. 

Coul, Islay, gold armlets. pp. 11. 16. 
Council Isle, see Finlaggan, Islay, Eilca n na Comh ai rle. 
Council of the Isles, pp . 279. 28 1. 348 (No. 404, n. IO). 
Court of Session, p. 348 (No. 404, n. 1 0) . 
Craekaig, Jura, dun . pp. 25, \08, fi g. 108B. 
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Crafts: ca rpent ry/woodworki ng, p. 148; c1o thmaking, pp. 30, 149, 150; 
c1ot hwo rk ing. pp. 30. 148: smithing, pp. 30. 148, fi g. 31 F; see also 
I ndustrial works and buildings. 

Cragabus, Islay: pp. 260, 314: chambered cairn , pp . 5, 6, 15. 49, 
fi g. 49A, B. 

Craigens, Isla)', pp . 165. 263. 
Craighouse, Jura: p. 325; cist. p. 57; distillery. p. 342 (n. 168); ha rbour, pp . 

46, 330; mill , pp. 320. 342 (n. 169); pari sh church, pp . 35. 53, 169, fi g. 
169e. 

Crannogs and related structures: pp. 20,38, 153- 7: Ardnave Loch, Islay, p . 
153. fi g. 128A: Ei lea n Mhic lain , Loch Lossi t, Islay. pp. 38, 153-4, 
fi g. 154A; Eilean Mhu ireill , Loch Finlaggan, Islay, pp. 38, 154-5, fi g. 
1548; Irish, p. 341 (n. 138); Laggan , Islay, p. 341 (n. 140); Loch 
Allallaidh , Islay, pp . 38, 155, fi g. 155A; Loch a' Mhuilinn , Jura, p. 
155; Loch an Fhir Mhoir, Islay, pp . 38, 155; Loch Ba llygra nt, Islay, 
pp . 38. 155--6, fi g. 155B: Loch Bha rradail , Islay, p. 156; Loch C liad 
(Coli), p. 341 (n. 141 ); Loch Corr, Islay, pp . 38, 156, fi g. 15M; Loch 
Glasha n (Mid Argy ll ), p. 341 (n. 141 ); Loch Go rm , Islay. p. 341 
(n.140); Loch Laingcadail , Islay, pp . 156-7, fi g. 156B; Loch na n 
Deala, Islay, pp. 38. 157, fi g. 157A; Loch Staoisha, Islay, pp. 38, 157; 
Loch Stero tsa (?Skcrrols), Islay , p. 341 (n.140). 

Creag an Dolnain, Jura, fo rt , pp. 22, 84, fi g. 84B. 
Creag an Fhithieh, Islay, dun , pp . 24, 108--9, fig . 108e. 
Creagan na Ceardaich Moire, Islay, fort, pp. 22, 84, fi g. 84c. 
Creagfinn, Colonsay, hut-circle, p. 133. fi g. 133 D. 
Crear (Kna pda le). McNeill fa mily, p. 289. 
Crinan (Mid Argyll), pp. 32 1, 326. 
Crois an t-Sagairt, Kilbride, Islay, cross-s la b, p. 193, fi g. 193 B. 
Crois Tigh Chargamain, Port Ellcn, Islay, pp. 262, 347 (No. 392, n. I). 
Crosses, see under Funerary monuments, Free-standing crosses. 
Cruach Mhor, Islay: sa nd -hill site, pp. 17, 340 (n. 94); Viking burial, pp. 

17. 30- 1, 150. 
Cruek-framed buildings: p. 42; An C irn , Jura, p. 302; barn, Eileach an 

Naoimh, p. 18 1. fi g. 173; house alld kiln , Garbh Eileach , p. 305, fi g. 
306A; Keils, Jura, pp. 42, 306-9, 349 (No . 422, n.3), figs. 306B, C, 
307- 8; crann og, Loch Ba ll ygrant , Islay, p. 156. fi g. 155B (8); castle, 
Loch Gorm , Islay, pp . 37, 42, 283, fi g. 283 (A); Lurabus, Islay , p. 
314, fi g. 312 (8); Na ve Island , Islay, p. 226, fi g. 225A, B (F) ; Riasg 
Buidhe, Co lonsay, p. 315. 

Coli a' Bhaile, Jura , hut-circle a nd enclosure, pp. 13, 14, 16, 133--5, fi gs. 
133E, 134. 

Culbrandon (A'Chuli), Garvellaehs, p. 344 (No . 354, n.22). 
Culloon, Islay: dun , p. 109, fi g. 109A; mound , p. 67; stone circle, pp . 4, 10, 

66-7, fi gs. 66C, D, 67. 
Cumnoek (Ayrshire), p. 309 . 
Cup-and-ring markings and Cup-markings: pp. 9- 10, fi g. 8; An Ca rn, Jura, 

pp. 41 , 61, 302, fi g. 303 (/- 9); Brahunisary, Islay, p. 61 ; Carragh a ' 
Ghhnne, Jura, pp . 9, 65; dun , Dun nan Nighean , Islay, pp. 9, 11 6; 
Keils, Jura, p. 62, fi g. 62; Kilbride, Islay, p. 62; Kilchi aran, Islay, p. 
62; Ruvaal Lightho use, Islay, p. 62; Tockmal , Islay, p. 62; Uamh na 
Mine, Kiloran Ba y, Co lonsay, pp . 9, 18, 62; see also Cnoe Mor 
Ghrasdail, Islay, alld Lower Kilchattan, Colonsay, cists. 

Curlaeh, Islay, cist, p. 57. 
Currie, John, p. 216. 

Daill , Islay: Campbell family, p. 202; cist, p. 57. 
Decorated slab, Lower Kilchattan, Co lonsay, pp. 10, 59. 
Dcrry (Co. Londonderry): abbey, pp. 228, 230; di ocese, p. 184. 
Dials, see Sundials. 
Distilleries: pp. 45, 319; Ardbeg, Islay, pp. 323- 5, fi g. 325B; Bowmore, 

Islay, pp . 41 , 285, 287, 323; Bruichladd ich, Islay, pp. 323- 5, fig . 
324B: Bunnahabh ainn , Islay, pp. 323, 325; Caol lJa, Islay, pp . 322-3, 
325, 350 (No. 437, n.8), fig . 323; Craighouse, Jura, p. 342 (n .168); 
Lagavulin , Islay, pp . 323- 5, 345 (N o. 367 , n.4), 350 (No. 437, n.8), 
fi gs. 268, 272A, 324A; Laphroaig, Islay, pp. 166,323- 5, 350 (No. 437, 
n.8); Lochindaal , Port Charlo tte, Islay, pp. 297, 323, 325, fi g. 298A , 
B; Port Ellcn, Islay, pp. 170, 323- 5, 350 (No. 437, n.8), fi g. 325A; see 
also Illicit stills. 

D<lid Mhairi, Port Ellen, Islay, cross-slab, pp. 29, 32, 170, fi g. 170A, B. 
Doir' a' Chlaiginn, Jura, cist. p . 57. 
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Domestic architecture, 17th- 19th c.: pp. 38-4 1, 284--302; Ardimersay 
Cottage, Islay, p. 341 (n.147), fi g. 39; Ardlussa House, Jura, p. 341 
(n. 147); Ardnave House, Islay, pp . 39, 284, fig . 284; Ballinaby 
Ho use, Islay, p. 341 (n.147); Bowmore, Islay, pp . 35, 39, 41 , 189, 
284--7, fi gs . 285- 7, 29 1A; Colonsay House, Kiloran , Colonsay , pp . 
39, 289-90, figs. 288- 9; Dunlossit House, Islay, p. 341 (n . 147); 
Foreland House, Islay, pp. 39, 290, fi g. 290; Islay House, Islay, pp. 
38- 9, 184,275, 284, 290-{i, fi gs. 29 1- 6; Jura House, Ardfin, Jura, pp . 
36,341 (n.147); Kila rrow Old Town , Bridgend, Islay, fig . 40A; 
former manse, KiJch oman , Islay, pp. 39, 196, 297, fig . 297A; 
Kildalton House, Islay, p. 341 (n.147); former manse, Kilmeny, Islay, 
pp . 35, 39, 297, fi g. 2978; Little Ridge, FonthilJ (Wiltshire), p. 39; 
Oronsay House, Oronsay, p. 230, fi g. 23 I; Port Charlotte, Islay , pp. 
41 , 297, fig. 298; Port ElJen, Islay , pp. 41 , 300, fi gs. 299, 300; 
Portnahaven , Islay, pp. 41 , 45, 297, 301, 302, fi gs. 301 , 302A; former 
manse, Portnahaven, Islay, p. 39; Port Wemyss, Islay, pp . 4 I, 302, 
349 (No. 41 7, n . I), fig. 3028, C; former manse, Risabus, Islay, p . 39. 

Donald, so n of Nia ll, p. 223. 
--- fa ther of Nialhi n, p. 248. 
- - son of Patrick (?McllJaspy), pp . 34, 280--1. 
Donegal (Co. Donegal), fri a ry, p. 341 (n.125). 
Doodilbeg, Islay, dun , pp. 24, 109, fi g. 1098. 
Dounowak: pp. 37, 268; see also Dunivaig, ISlay, 
Dowand, Islay, fortifica tion, pp. 37, 341 (n .139), 348 (No. 401 , n. I). 
Drawbridges, pp . 37, 264, 268, 272. 
Droving, pp. 46, 32 I, 325- 6. 
Druim a' Chreagain, Jura, hut-circle, p. 135, fi g. 135. 
Druim Am-ir-ach, Islay, dun, p. 109, fi g. 109c. 
Druim Arstail, Oronsay: sand-hill site, pp. 7, 12, 15, 17; Viking buria l, pp. 

29- 30, 150_ 
Druim Loisgte, Jura, fort , pp. 22 , 84--5. 
Druim Mor, Oronsay, hut-ci rcle, fi eld-system and ca irns, pp. I 3, 13~, 

fi gs. 136 and opp. p. 136. 
Druim nam Faoileann, Colonsay, hut-circle and field -system, p. 137, fi g. 

137A. 
Druim nam Madagan, Islay, standing stone, p. 67. 
Drum (Aberdeenshire), a lta r-slab, p. 341 (n.126). 
Drumcliff (Co . Sligo), cross , p. 340 (n . 103). 
Drummond, J, milJwright , p. 309. 
Duart (MulJ), MacLean family, pp. 36, 156, 267, 281 , 283, 306, 343 (No. 

304, nA; No. 309, n. I) . 
Dublin, p. 349 (No. 436, n.5). 
Duf, Jean, wife of David Fraser, p. 188. 
Dume, MaJco lm, p. 162. 
Duich, Islay: hut-circle, p. 137, fi g. 137B; iron bridge, pp. 46, 320. 
Duich River, Islay, p . 320. 
Duisker, Islay: chapel and buria l-gro und (I ), p. 170, fi gs . 26 (L), 170C; 

chapel and buria l-gro und (2) , p. 170, fi gs. 26 (A ), 170D. 
Dim a' Chail, Islay, dun , pp . 24, 25, 109--10, 333, fi g. 109D. 
Dunadd (Mid ArgylJ), fo rt , pp . 23, 75. 
Diman Buidhe, Persabus, Islay, dun , p. 110, fi g. I lOA. 
Dunan Buidhe, Port Chubaird, Islay, dun , p. I 10, fig . I lOB. 
Dunan Charmaic, Islay, dun , p. 110, fig . IIOC. 
Dunan Leathan, Colonsay, dun, pp . 110- 11 , fig. IlIA. 
Dunan nan Con, Colonsay, dun , pp . Ill, 130--1 , figs. II IB, 130 (I') . 
Dunan nan Nighean, Colonsay, dun, pp . 25, 111- 12, fi g. I I I C- E. 
Dun an Raoil, Jura, fort , pp. 22, 85, fi g. 85A. 
Dun an Rubha Bhuidhe, Islay, dun, pp. 22, 24, 94, 101 , 112, fi g. 11 2A. 
Dunan lJlbha, Jura, enclosure, pp. 25, 137-8, fi g. 137C, D. 
Dun Athad, Islay, fortificati on, pp. 37, 264--5, 33 1, fi g. 265A, 8. 
Dunaynt, see Dun Athad. 
Dun Ban (Barra), dun , p. 23. 
Dun Beag, Kintour, Islay, fo rt , pp. 85, 98, fi g. 858. 
Dun Bharr a' Chlaom, Islay, dun , pp. 24, 112, I 15, fig. I 128. 
Dun Bheolain, Islay, fort , pp . 21, 22 , 72 , 86-8, 11 6, fi gs. 86- 7. 
Dun Bhoraraic, Islay, broch, pp. 22, 101- 2, fi g. 102A, 8. 
Dun Bhoraraig, Islay, fo rt , p. 88, fi g. 88A. 
Dun Bhrennain, Eileach an Naoimh, Garvellachs, p. 344 (No. 354, n.22). 
Dun Bruichlinn, Islay, dun , p. I 13, fi g. 11 3A. 
Dun Cheapasaidh Mor, Islay, fort , pp. 88- 9, fig . 888. 
Dun Cholla, Colonsay, fort , pp . 22- 3, 89, fig . 89A. 
Dun Chollapus, Islay, dun . p. I 13. 
Dun Chonaill, Garvellachs, castle, pp. 36, 265-8, fi gs. 266--7. 
Dun Chroisprig, Islay, dun , pp. 24, 104, 113--14, fi g. I 138, C. 
Dun Dearg, Islay, dun , p. 114, fi g. 114A. 
Dun Doir' a ' Chrorain, Jura, dun , pp. 25, 114, fi g. 1148. 
Dun Domhnuill, Oronsay, fort , pp. 20, 22, 23, 89, 93, fi gs. 898, 23 18. 
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Dun Eibhinn, Colonsay, fort , pp. 22- 3, 36, 41 , 89-90, 93 , fig . 90. 
Dun Fhinn, Islay, dun, pp. 114--15, 143, fig. 115A. 
Dun Gallain, Colonsay, fort , pp. 22- 3, 90--1, fig. 91A. 
Dun Glas an Loin Ghuirm, Islay, dun , pp . 66, 115, fig. 1158. 
Dun Guaire, Islay, fort, pp. 22 , 36, 91- 2, fig. 908, C. 
Dun Ibrig (Tiree), dun, p. 25. 
Dunivaig, Islay: castle, pp . 36--8, 268-75, 28 I, figs. 268- 73; lordship, p. 

314; MacDonald family, see MacDonald family, of Dunivaig and the 
Glens. 

Dunkerd, castle, pp. 267- 8, 348 (No. 402, nA). 
Dunlossit House, Islay, p. 341 (n .147). 
Dun Mara, Colonsay, fort , p . 92. 
Dun Meadhonach, Colonsay: dun , p. 11 5, fig . I 15C; fort , pp. 22- 3, 89, 

92-3, 146, fig . 92A. 
Dun Mideir, Islay, dun, p. 115, fi g. I 15D. 
Dun Mor, Ghil, Islay, fort , pp. 22, 92-3, fi g. 928. 
Dun Mor, Vaul (Tiree), broch, pp. 25, I 18. 
Dun na Faing, Lossit Point, Islay, fort , pp. 22, 93, fig . 93A. 
Dun na h-lJamha, Islay, dun, pp. 11 5- 16, fig . I 16A, 8. 
Dun nan Gall, Islay, fort , pp . 22, 93-4, 101 , 112, fig . 938. 
Dun nan Gall (Tiree), fort , p. 25. 
Dun nan Nighean, Islay: cup-markings, pp. 9, I 16; dun , pp. 9, 24, 25, 

116--17, figs. 868, 87, I 168. 
Dun Nosebridge, Islay, fort , pp. 22, 4 1, 94--5, figs. 94, 95A. 
Dunollie Castle (Lom), p. 219. 
Dunquhonle: pp. 36, 267; see also Dun Chonaill. 
Duns: pp . 24--5 , 32, fig. 21 ; An Dun, Ardmore, Istay, pp. 24, 102, fi g. 

102C; An Dun, Kildalton House, Islay , p. 103; An Dun, MulJach 
Ban, Islay, pp. 24, 103, fig. 103A; An Dun, Octofad, Islay, pp. 25, 
103-4, fi gs. 1038, 104A; An Dun, Rockside, Islay, pp. 20, 104; An 
Dim, Rubh ' an Duin, Islay, p. 104; Ardilistry, Islay, p. 104, fig . 1048; 
Ardnave, Islay, p . 104; Ardskenish, Colonsay, p . 105, fig . 105A; 
Ba lnahard, Colonsay, p . 105, fi g. 1058; Beinn nan Gudairean , 
Colonsay, pp. lOS, 133, fig . 105C; Bonveh, Colonsay, p. 105, fi g. 
105D; BorraichilJ Mor, Bridgend, Islay, pp. 24, 10~, 131 , fig . 105E; 
Borra ichilJ Mor, Port Ellen, Islay , p. 106, fig. 106A; Cabrach, Jura , 
pp . 25, 106, fig . 1068; Carnduncan, Islay, p. 106, fig. 106C; Cam 
Liath, Jura , pp. 25, 106--7, fig . 106D; CilJ a' Chubein, Islay, p. 107, 
fig. 107A; Cnoc Boglach na Fola , Islay, p. 107, fig. 1078; Cnoc Crun 
na Maoil , Ardbeg, Islay, p. 107, fig. 107C; Cnoc Grianail , Islay , p. 
108, fig. 108A; Cnoc na Buaile Faide, Islay, p. 108; Crackaig, Jura, 
pp . 25 , 108, fig . 1088; Creag an Fhithich, Islay, pp. 24, 108--9, fig . 
108C; Cultoon, Islay, p. 109, fig. 109A; Doodilbeg, Islay, pp . 24, 109, 
fig. 1098; Druim Arn-ir-ach, Islay, p. 109, fig . 109C; Dim a' Chail, 
Islay, pp . 24, 109--10,333, fig . 109D; Dunan Buidhe, Persabus, Islay, 
p. 110, fig . I lOA; Dunan Buidhe, Port Chuba ird, Islay, p. 110, fi g. 
1108; Dunan Charmaic, Islay, p. 110, fig . I 10C; Dunan Leathan, 
Colonsay, pp. 110--1 I, fi g. I I lA; Diman nan Con, Colonsay, pp. Ill, 
130-- 1, figs. I I 18, 130 (F); Dunan nan Nighean , Colonsay, pp. 25, 
111- 12, fig. I II C- E; Dun an Rubha Bhuidhe, Islay, pp. 22, 24, 94, 
101 , 112, fig . I 12A; Dun Ban (Barra), p. 23; Dun Bharr a' Chlaom, 
Islay, pp. 24, 112, I 15, fig. 11 28; Dun Bruichlinn, Islay, p. I 13, fig . 
I 13A; Dun Chollapus, Islay, p. I 13; Dun Chroisprig, Islay, pp. 24, 
104, 113--14, fig. 1138, C; Dun Dearg, Islay, p. 114, fig. I 14A; Dun 
Doir' a' Chrorain, Jura, pp. 25 , 114, fig . 1148; Dun Fhinn , Islay, pp. 
114--15, 143, fig . I 15A; Dun Glas an Loin Ghuirm, Islay, pp. 66, 115, 
fi g. 1158; Dun Ibrig (Tiree), p. 25; Dun Meadhonach, Colonsay , p. 
11 5, fig. 115C; Dun Mideir, Islay, p . 115, fig . I 15D; Dun na h
lJamha, Islay, pp . 115- 16, fi g. I 16A, 8; Dun nan Nighean , Islay, pp. 
9, 24, 25, 116--17, figs. 868, 87, I 16C; Gleann Buidhe, Islay , p. 117, 
fi g. I 17A; Kelsay, Islay, p . 11 7, fig. 11 78; Lon Broach I, Islay, pp. 24, 
117- 18, fig. I 17C; Lon Broach 2, Islay, pp. 24, 25, 118, fig. I 18A; 
Lossit, Islay, pp . 24, 118, fi g. I 188; Lower Killeyan, Islay, pp . 25, 
118--19, fig . I 19A; Lurabus, Islay, p. 119, fig . 1198; Pairc Gharbh , 
Colonsay, p . 119, fig . 119C; Port an Obain , Colonsay, pp. 119- 20, fig . 
120A; Port an t-Sruthain , Islay, pp. 24, 120, fig . 1208; Port Froige, 
Islay, pp . 24, 12~1, fig . 120C, D; Port na CailJich, Islay, pp. 24, 121, 
fig . 121A; Queens Bay, Colonsay, pp. 25, 121, fig. 1218; Rubha Mar, 
Garbh Eileach, GarvelJachs, p. 121 , fig . 121 C; Rubha na Meise Baine, 
Islay, pp. 24, 121- 2, fig . 122A; Sanaigmore, Islay, p. 122, fig. 1228; 
Scalasaig, Colonsay, p. 122; Sruthan na CilJe, Islay, p. 122, fig. 122C; 
Tobar Fuar, Colonsay, pp. 122- 3, fig . 122D, 123A; Tdigh Mhachair, 
Islay, p. 123, fig. 1238. 

Dunstaffnage (Lorn): castle, p. 219; chapel , p. 34. 
Dun Teallaig, Colonsay, fort , pp. 23 , 95, 97, fi g. 958. 
Dun lJragaig, Colonsay, fo rt , pp. 22- 3, 96--7, fig. 96 . 
Dysart (Fife), tolbooth, p. 34 I (n . I 33). 



Early Christian Monasteries: Eileach an Naoimh, pp. 27-8, 17{}-82, 228, 
figs. 26 (G), 171 - 81; Elena Insula, p. 225; Hinba, pp. 27, 171, 182, 340 
(nn.92-3); Iona, pp. 203, 345 (No. 367, n .3); Kildalton, Islay, pp. 27, 
29, 203, 345 (No. 367, n.3); Killabuonia (Co. Kerry), p. 27; Nave 
Island , Islay, pp . 27, 22~, figs. 225, 226A, 228A; Reask (Co. Kerry), 
p. 340 (n.90); Skellig Michael (Co. Kerry), pp. 27, 344 (No. 354, n.3). 

Early Christian period, pp. 26--32, 59. 
Earthwork, Gleann Bun an Easa, Islay, pp. 20, 25, 132, 332, fig. 332B. 
Easdale (Lorn), slate, p. 174. 
Ebudae, Ebudes, pp. 20, 340 (n.62). 
Ecclesiastical monuments: pp. 26--9, 32-5, 157-263; see also Burial-grounds, 

Chapels, Churches alld Funerary monuments. 
Edinburgh: pp. 289 , 329- 30; castle. p. 348 (No. 403, n.14); see also 

National Museum of Antiquities of Scotland. 
Effigies, see ullder Funerary monuments. 
Eileach an Naoimh, Garvellachs, Early Chri stian monastery, chapel and 

settlement , pp. 27-8, 34, 170-82,228,266,305, figs. 26 (G), 33 (L), 
171 - 8 1. 

Eilean Bhrlde, Islay, quern·quarries, p. 320, fig. 320B. 
Eilean Buidhe Mor, Jura, p. 318. 
Eilean Gille Car-mhlcheil, Islay, p. 159. 
Eilean Mhic Coinnich, Islay, p. 347 (No. 387, n. I). 
Eilean Mhic lain, Loch Lossit, Islay, island -dwelling, pp. 38, 153-4, fig. 

154A. 
Eilcan Mhuireill, Loch Finlaggan, Islay, island-dwelling, pp. 38, 154-5, fig. 

154B. 
Eilean Mor, Loch Finlaggan, Islay, see Finlaggan, Islay. 
Eilean na Comhairle, Loch Finlaggan, Islay, see Finlaggan, Islay. 
Eilean Shona, Loch Moidart (Inverness-shire) , p. 340 (n.93) . 
Eithne's Grave, Eileach an Naoimh, Garvellachs, pp. 27, 170-1 , 176,18 1, 

344 (No. 354, n.7) , fi gs. 172B, 176A, B, 18 1A . 
Elena Insula, Early Chri stian monastery, p. 225. 
Ellan Charne (Am Fraoch Eilean), Jura, pp. 263-4. 
Ellan Charrin, Islay, pp. 38, 156. 
Ellister, Islay, Campbell family , pp. 202-3. 
Enclosures: pp. 13- 14, 20,25; An Dunan, Ardmenish, Jura , p. 75, fig . 74; 

An Sithean, Islay, pp. 13, 124, fig. 125; Ard Fhraoch, Islay, pp. 20, 
25, 33~1, fig. 330; Ardnave 2, Islay, p. 129; Bea lach nan Crann, 
Islay, pp. 20, 25, 331, fig. 33 1A; Heinn a ' Chaisteil, Islay, pp. 77, 
80-1, fi gs. ?SA, 80; Bein n Arnicil , Colonsay, pp. 13, 130-1, fig. 130; 
Borraichill Mor, Bridgend, Islay, p. 132; Caistea l Dhonnachaidh, 
Islay, pp. 20, 25, 331, fig . 33 1 B; Carn Bhioghair t, Islay, pp. 13, 132, 
fig. 132B; Cnoc a' Chaisteil, Islay, pp. 20,25,97,331- 2, fig . 332A; 
Cui a' Bhaile, Jura, pp. 13, 133-5, fig. 133A; Druim Mor, Oronsay, p. 
135, fi g. opp . p. 136; Dunan Ulbha , Jura, pp. 25 , 137~, fig. 137C, D; 
Garvard, Colonsay, pp. 138- 9, fig. 138; G iol, Islay, pp. 20, 332; 
G lacan Daraich, Islay, pp. 13, 140, fig . 139; Larach Liath, Islay, pp. 
143-4, fig. 144B; Le", na Cn uasachd, Islay, pp. 20, 25, 332-3, fi g. 
333A; Na Duintean, Islay, pp. 20, 25, 333, fig . 333B; Newton , Islay, 
p. 55, fig. 55B; Portintruan, Islay, pp. 20, 25, 333, fig. 333C; see also 
Viking period, burials. 

Engineers: see Hollinsworth, James; Stevenson, Alan. David, Robert alld 
Thomas; Telford, Thomas; Wilson, David; see also Surveyors. 

Epidii, Epidium, pp. 20, 340 (n.62). 
Ernan, uncle of St Co lumba , pp. 27, 163. 
Esknish, Islay, slate-q uarry, pp. 45, 342 (n. 167). 
Evers, Jane, wi fe of Alexander Campbell of Lossit , p. 189. 

Fang a' Chaisteil, Islay, fort, pp. 97, 33 1, fi g. 97A. 
Farms: pp . 41 - 5; Cladville , Islay, p. 44, fi g. 44C; Islay House, Home 

Farm, pp. 44, 295, figs. 29 1 B, 295; Kilchiaran, Islay, pp. 43 , 309-11, 
349 (No. 423, n. I), figs. 309- 11 ; Oronsay, pp . 43-4, 230, 254, 346 
(No. 386, nn.4, 9), fig. 231; see also Barns, Byre-dwellings, Byres, 
Cottages, Cruck-framed buildings, Horse-gangs, Shielings, Stables, 
Steadings alld Townships. 

Farnell (Angus), cross-slab, p. 169. 
Feolin, Jura, jetty, pp . 46, 321, 325- 6, figs. 320C, 32 1A. 
Field-systems: pp. 11 - 14,95, fig. 12; An Gleann, Colonsay, pp. 13, 146; 

An Sithean, Islay, pp. 13- 14. 123-{), 139, figs. 124-5; Balnahard , 
Colonsay, pp. 13, 146; Beinn Arnicil, Colonsay, pp. 13, Ill. 130-1, 
fig. 130; Bein n nan Caorach, Colonsay, pp . 13, 141 ,146, fig. 141 A; 
Borraich ill Mor, Bridgend , Islay, pp. 131 - 2, figs. 131 B, 132A; 
Bruthach Breac, Islay, p. 132; Carn Airigh Shomhairle, Co lonsay, pp. 
13. 146; Carn Mor, Colonsay, pp. 13, 147; Cnoc an Ardrigh. 

INDEX 

Colonsay, pp. 13, 147; Co rr Dhunan, Colonsay, pp. 13, 147; Druim 
Mor, Oronsay, pp. 13, 135-6, fi gs. 136 alld opp. p. 136; Druim nam 
Faoileann , Co lonsay, p. 137, fig. 137A; Dunan Ulbha, Jura , pp. 137-
8. fig. 137C, D; Garva rd , Colonsay. pp. 13. 138-9, fig. 138; Glaca n 
Daraich, Islay, pp. 13. 139-40, fig. 139; Glean n na Glas Airde. 
Co lonsay, pp. 13, 147; Gleann Raonabuilg. Colonsay, pp. 13, 141 , 
147, fig . 14 1A; Lam h-bheinn , Islay. p. 143, fig. 144A; Larach Liath, 
Islay, pp. 143-4, fi g. 144B; Loch larna n, Islay , p. 145, fi g. 145B; 
Miogaras, Colonsay, pp. 13, 147. 

Finga!'s Limpet Hammers, Drumclach, Colonsay, standing stones, pp . 10, 
59. 68, fig . 68A, B. 

Finlaggan, Islay: burial-ground, p. 224; castle, pp . 36, 38, 27~1 , figs. 
275- 80; chapel, pp . 34, 161, 27~1, figs. 33 (K), 279A, 280; Ei lea n 
Mor, pp. 38, 154, 224, 27~1 , figs. 275- 80; Ei lea n na Comhai rle ('the 
Cou nci l Isle'), pp. 38, 275, 279, 28 1, fi gs. 275- 277A; standing stones, 
p.68. 

Fireplaces, pp. 43, 196,243,245,273,278,282,289- 90,295- 6, 30 1- 2, 305, 
314- 15, 329; see also Chimney-pieces alld Hearths. 

Fishing, pp. 41, 43, 45, 300- 1, 314. 
Fleming, P and R, iron-fo unders, p. 309. 
Flood-gates, Loch Gruinart , Islay, pp. 44-5. 
Fonts, pp. 34, 163, 195, 279, 347 (No. 386, n.40), fig . 195c. 
Fonthill (Wiltshire), see Little Ridge, Fonthill. 
Food Vessels, pp. 8, 12, 15, 18, 56, 58, 61, 129, 142, figs. 9, lOA, C, D. 
Fordun, John of, chronicler, pp. 36- 7, 171, 182,2 17,264,267-8,274,28 1. 
Foreland House, Islay: pp. 39, 290, 32 1, fig. 290; cists, pp. 8, 57; standing 

stone, p. 68. 
Foreland, Islay, tileworks, pp. 45, 321, fig. 321 B, C. 
Fortifications: pp. 37-8, 263- 5, 281 - 2; see also Castles, Towers and 

Fortifications. 
Fortified islands, see Crannogs and related structures. 
Forts: pp. 21- 3, 24, 32, fi g. 21; Am Burg, Cou l, Islay, pp. 21, 22, 72-3, 

figs. 73A, B; An Dunan, Ardmenish , Jura, pp . 22,72,74-5, fig. 74A, 
B; An Dunan, Lagavulin , Islay, pp. 75-6, fig . 76A; An Dun, Rinns 
Point , Islay, p. 76; The Ard, Port Ellen, Islay, pp. 22, 25. 76--7, fi g. 
76B; Barr an t-Seann Duine, Lagavulin , Islay, pp. 21, 22, 77, fig. 77; 
Beinn a' Chaisteil, Islay, pp. 21, 22, 77~, 8 1, figs. 78A , 79; Beinn 
Sholaraidh, Islay, p. 8 1; Borraichill Mor, Bridgend , Islay, pp. 52 , 81 , 
fi g. 81; Borraichill Mor. Port Ellen, Islay, pp. 21, 22, 81- 2, 106, 319, 
fig. 82A; Breac Dhunan, Jura, pp. 22, 82- 3, fig . 82B; Bridgend. Islay. 
pp. 22, 57, 83, fig. 83A; Carraig Bun Aibhne, Islay, pp. 25, 83, fig . 
83B; Cnoc Eabriic, Islay, pp. 83-4, fig. 84A; Creag an Dunain , Jura , 
pp. 22, 84, fig . 84B; Creagan na Ceardaich Moire, Islay, pp. 22,84, 
fig . 84C; Druim Loisgte, Jura , pp. 22, 84-5; Dunadd (Mid Argyll), 
pp. 23 , 75; Dun an Raoi l, Jura , pp. 22, 85, fig. 85A; Dun Beag, 
Kintour, Islay, pp. 85,98, fig. 85B; Dun Bheolain , Islay, pp. 21, 22, 
72,86-8, 116, fi gs. 86- 7; Dun Bhoraraig, Islay, p. 88, fig. 88A; Dun 
Cheapasaidh Mor, Islay, pp. 88- 9, fig. 88B; Dun Cholla, Co lonsay, 
pp. 22- 3, 89, fig. 89A; Dun Domhnuill , Oro nsay, pp. 20, 22, 23, 89, 
93, figs. 89B, 231B; Dun Eibhinn, Colonsay, pp. 22- 3, 36, 41 , 89-90, 
93, fig . 90; Dun Gallain , Colonsay, pp. 22- 3,90-1, fig. 9 1A; Dun 
Guaire, Islay, pp. 22, 36, 91- 2, fig. 9 1 B, C; Dun Mara , Colonsay, p. 
92; Dun Meadhonach , Islay, pp. 22- 3, 89, 92-3, 146, fig. 92A; Dun 
Mor, Ghi l, Islay, pp. 22, 92- 3, fig. 92B; Dun na Faing, Lossit Point , 
Islay, pp. 22, 93, fi g. 93A; Dun nan Gall, Isla y, pp. 22, 93-4, 10 1, 
11 2, fig . 93B; Dun nan Ga ll (Ti ree), p. 25; Dun Nosebridge, Islay, pp. 
22,4 1, 94-5, figs. 94, 95A; Dun Tea ltaig, Co lonsay, pp. 23 , 95, 97, 
fig. 95B; Dun Uragaig, Colonsay, pp. 22- 3, 96--7, fig. 96; Fang a' 
Chaisteil, Islay, pp. 97, 33 1, fig . 97A; Gortan taoid. Islay, pp. 25 , 97~, 
109, fig . 97B; Loch nan Clach, Islay, pp. 85, 98, fig . 98A; Meall 
La malum , Colonsay, pp. 22-3, 98-9, fig . 99; Portintruan , Islay, pp. 
98- 9, fi g. 98B; Rubha Bhollsa, Islay, pp. 25, 99-100; Sgairail , Islay, p. 
lOO, fi g. 100A; Sran Dubh , Islay, pp. 21 , 100, fig . 100B; Trudernish 
Point , Islay, pp. 22,94. 101 , 112, fig. 10 1. 

Frachdale, Islay, chambered cai rn , pp. 49- 50. fig . 50A. 
Franciscan Order, missionaries, pp. 35, 238, 254. 260. 
Fraser, Charles, son of David, p. 188. 
--- Daniel , son of David, p. 188. 
- - David , pp. 186, 188. 
--- James, son of David , p. 188. 
--- Jean Duf, wife of David, p. 188. 
--- John , son of David, p. 188. 
--- Mary, daughter of David , p . 188. 
Fratres Cruciferi , p. 254. 
Freeport, Isla,', lead-smelting furnace, p. 322, fig. 322A. 
Friaries, p. 34 1 (n. 125). 
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Funerary monuments, crosses and other carved stones: 
EARLY C HRI STIA N: pp. 28-9. 

Cross-bases: Eileach an Naoim h, Garvellachs, p. 177; Iona, pp. 222, 
346 (No. 374, n. 7); Kildalton, Islay, pp. 206, 208, 212,346 (No. 
374, n.7), fi gs. 207, 212A, E; Kilnave, Islay, pp. 220, 222, 346 (No. 
374, n.7), fig . 222. 

Cross-marked stones: p. 28; Balaruminmore, Colonsay, pp. 158 (nos. 
1, 2),343 (No. 317, n.3), fig . 158; Cill Chaluim Chille, Tarberl , 
Jura , pp. 10, 162, fi g. 162B, C; Cill Eileagain, Mulreesh, Islay. pp. 
28, 165--6, 344 (No. 334, n.I) , fig . 1668; Doid Mhairi , Islay, pp . 29, 
32, 170, fi g. 170A, B; Ei leach an Naoimh, Garvellachs, pp. 27- 8, 
171, 176, 179, 181 - 2 (nos. 1-4), fig . 181; Farnell (A ngus), p. 169; 
Gallen (Co. Offaly), p. 344 (No. 334, n. I); Gleann na Gaoith ', 
Islay, pp. 28, 183-4 (nos. I, 2), fig. 183B, C; Glendalough (Co. 
Wicklow), pp. 166, 344 (No. 334, n. I); Iona, pp. 166, 344 (No. 334, 
n. I); Kilbride, Colonsay, pp. 224-5; Kilbride, Islay, p. 193, fig . 
193B; Kilchoman , Islay, pp . 28, 196, 198 (nos. 1,2), fig. 198A-C; 
Kildalton , Islay, pp . 206, 212 (nos. 2-4), fig . 212B- 0 ; Killean 
(Kin tyre), p. 256; Kiloran Bay, Colonsay, pp. 28-9, 150, fi g. 150B, 
C; Laggan, Islay, p. 224, fig . 224A; Machrins, Colonsay, pp. 224-5, 
fig . 2240; Nigg (Ross and Cromarty), p. 29; Orsay, Islay, p. 256, 
fig. 256A; Riasg Buidhe, Co lonsay, pp. 257- 8 (no. 2) , fig. 257E; 
Soroby (Tiree), pp. 29, 169; Trudernish, Islay, p. 263 , fig. 2628. 

Cross-slabs, see Cross-mark ed stones. 
Cruciform stones: Ci ll Chait riona, Colonsay, p. 161 (nos. I, 2), fig . 

161A, B; Gleann na Gaoith ' , Islay, p. 184 (no. 3), fig . 183D; Iona, 
p. 184; Riasg Buidhe, Colonsay, pp. 28, 257-8 (no. 1),290,3 15, 
340 (n .98), 347 (No. 389, n.5), figs. 257C, 0 , 258A. 

' Face-cross' slabs: pp. 28, 340 (n.98) ; Brigham (Cumberland), p. 340 
(n.98); Riasg Buidhe, Colonsay, see under Cruciform stones. 

Free-standing crosses: pp . 28- 9; Abercorn (West Lothian), p. 169; 
Colonsay House, Co lonsay, pp. 29, 168-9, 290, fig . 169B; Drumcliff 
(Co. Sligo), p. 340 (n.103); Io na, pp. 27- 9,208- 11 ,222,340 
(n. 102), fig . 28 (A-C); Irish, pp. 211 , 345 (No. 367, n .9); Keills (Mid 
Argyll), pp. 28, 346 (No. 374, n. 5), fig . 28 (F); South (Tower) 
Cross, Kells (Co. Meath), p. 345 (No. 367, n.9); Kildalton, Islay, 
pp. 27- 9, 203 , 206-11 , 212, 222, 340 (nn. I 02- 3), 345 (No. 367, 
nn .7, 9), figs. 28 (E) , 204A, 207- 212A; Kilmartin (Mid Argyll), p. 
347 (No. 387, n.7); Kilnave, Islay, pp. 27- 9, 219 , 220--2, 228 , figs. 
28 (D) , 221 - 2; Muiredach's Cross, Monasterboice (Co. Louth), p. 
345 (No. 367, n.9); Nave Island , Islay, pp. 27-8, 225, 228, fig. 
228A; St Mary's ch urch, Castlegate, York, p. 340 (n. 103). 

Sarcophagus, St Andrews (Fife), p . 29. 
MEOIEVAL: p. 34; see also Arc!lilectural fragments and Caning. 
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Carved fragment , Finlaggan, Islay, pp. 279, 348 (No. 404, n.6), fig. 
279B. 

Cross-bases: Finlaggan, Islay, p. 279, fig . 276 (R); Kiells, Islay, p. 184; 
Kilarrow, Islay, pp . 187, 188 (no. 19), figs. 187B, 188A; Kilchoman, 
Islay, p. 200 (no. 13), fig . 200; Kildalton , Islay, p. 215 (no. 23); 
Oronsay Priory, pp. 239, 245, 252-3 (nos. 32, 36), 254, figs. 232, 
234, 239C, 252B, C, 2530; Texa , Islay, pp. 260, 261 (no. 4), figs. 
259B, 261 D. 

Cruciform stones: Kilchiaran , Islay, p. 196 (no . 8); Killchianaig, Jura, 
p. 216; Oronsay Priory , p. 235. 

Effigies: p. 34; Finlaggan, Islay, pp. 34, 279, 280 (no. 11), fig . 280B; 
Glinsk (Co. Galway), p. 346 (No. 386, n.23); Iona, pp . 230, 347 
(No. 386, n.25); Kilarrow, Islay, pp. 34, 186 (nos . 6--9); Kilchiaran , 
Islay, p. 195 (no.I), fi g. 1950; Kilchoman, Islay, pp. 34, 196, 199 
(nos . 9- 11), fig . 199B; Kilda lton, Islay, pp. 34, 212, 2H- 15 (nos. 9, 
15, 21), fig . 214C, E; Kilnaughton, Islay, p. 218 (no. 2) , fig. 218A; 
Nave Island , Islay, p. 228; Nereabolls, Islay, pp. 34, 228, 230 (no. 
6), fig . 229E, F; Oronsay Priory, pp. 34, 245--6,248-52 (nos. 21 - 30), 
346--7 (No. 386, nn . ll , 25-6), figs. 249B- F, 250-- 1; Saddell Abbey 
(Kintyre), p. 346 (No. 386, n.24); Texa, Islay, p. 261 (no. 3) . 

Fonts, see Fonls. 
Free-standing crosses: p. 34; Campbeltown (Kintyre), p. 200; Kiells, 

Islay, pp. 161 , 184,344 (No. 358, n.I), fig. 184A; Kilarrow, Islay, 
pp. 185, 186-8 (nos. 10, 18),344-5 (No. 359, n.5), figs. 186A, 187B, 
C; Kilchoman, Islay, pp. 34, 196, 199--202 (nos. 12- 14,25--6), figs. 
199C, 200, 20 1A , B, 202B- 0; Kildalton , Islay, pp. 212, 213 (no. 8), 
figs. 204A, 213B, C; Kilmory, Knapda le (Mid Argyll), p. 214; 
Kintour, Islay, p. 223, fig . 223C; Laggan , Islay, p. 224 (no. 3), fig . 
224B, C; MacDuffie Cross, Oronsay, p. 224; Nereabolls, Islay, pp . 
228- 9 (no. I), fig . 229A, B; Oronsay Priory, pp. 34, 224, 234, 243, 
245--6, 252-3 (nos. 32-5), 347 (No. 386, n.27), figs. 234, 252- 3; 
Texa, Islay, pp. 34,260--1 (no. I), fig . 26 1A, B; Tighcargaman, 
Islay, pp. 26 1-2, fig. 26 1 E. 

Graveslabs: p. 34; Ci ll Chaluim Chille, Kiell s, Islay, pp. 161 - 2 (no. I), 
fig . 161D; Cill Earnadail , Kei ls, Jura, pp. 163-4 (nos. 1-7), fig. 
I64A-C; Eileach an Naoimh, Garvellachs, pp . 171, 181, 182 (no. 5); 
Finlaggan, Islay, pp. 34,279-80 (nos. 1- 10, 12), fig. 280A; Iona, 
pp. 34, 90, 230,346 (No. 384, n.5); Keills (Mid Argyll), p. 345 (No. 
367, n.14); Kilarrow, Islay, pp. 34-5, 185--8 (nos. 1- 5, 11 - 17, 20--3), 
figs. 185A, B, 186B, C, 187A, C, 188B, C; Kilchiaran, Islay, pp . 195- 6 
(nos. 2- 7), fig . 195E; Kilchoman, Islay, pp. 34-5, 196, 19S-202 
(nos. 3- 8, 15- 24, 27- 8),346 (No. 383, n.6) , figs . 1980, E, 199A, 
201C, 0 , 202A; Kilda lton, Islay, pp. 34, 212-15 (nos. 6, 7, 10--20, 
22),341 (n.128), figs. 213A, D, 214A- 0; Kilmeny, Islay, pp. 34, 216 
(nos. 1-5); Kilmory, Knapdale (Mid Argyll), p. 345 (No. 365, n.3; 
No. 367, n.14); Kilnaughton, Islay, pp. 218 (nos. 1,3--6),341 
(n.128), fig . 218B; Kiln ave, Islay, pp . 220, 223 (no. 3), fi g. 223A; 
Laggan , Islay, p. 224 (no. 2); Nave Island , Islay, pp. 228, 346 (No. 
383, n.6); Nereabolls, Islay, pp. 34, 228, 229--30 (nos. 2- 11), fig. 
229C-F; Oronsay Priory, pp. 34, 245, 246--8 (nos. 1- 20), 346 (No. 
386, nn.20--1), fi gs. 246--8, 249A; Texa, Islay, pp. 260, 261 (no. 2), 
347 (No. 391, n.6), fig. 261C. 

Inscribed pier-slabs, see under Oronsay Priory, Cloister. 
Mortuary houses, see Mortuary houses. 
Tomb-chests, Kildalton , Islay, p. 215. 
Tomb-recesses: Oronsay Priory, pp. 239,249,346 (No. 386, n.II), fig . 

239B; Rodel (Harris), see Rodel, MacLeod tomb. 
POST-REFORMATION: p. 35; see also Architeclural fragments. 

Crosses (incised), King's Cave, Jura, pp. 19, 35. 
Cross-marked slab, Kildalton, Islay, p. 215 (no. 24), fig . 215A. 
Graveslabs: p. 35; Ci ll Chaluim Chi lie, Kiell s, Islay, p. 162 (no. 4); 

Cill Chaluim Chille, Tarbert, Jura, p. 162; Cill Earnadail , Kei ls, 
Ju ra, pp. 35, 163, 164-5 (nos. 8-12), fig. 1640, E; Kilarrow, Islay, 
pp. 35, 185--6 (nos. 2-4), 18S-9 (nos. 23--6, 28-39), figs. 185B, 188C; 
Kilchoman, Islay, pp . 35, 19S-9 (nos. 4, 8, 11 ), 201-3 (nos . 16, 17, 
22 , 29- 30, 32- 5), fi gs. 198E, 199A, 201C, 0; Kildalton, Islay, pp . 
35, 215 (nos. 22, 24-7), fig . 215; Killchianaig, Jura, p. 216; 
Kilmeny, Islay, p. 216 (nos. 4, 6, 9, 10); Kilnaughton, Islay, pp. 
21S-19 (nos. 7- 14), 349 (No. 424, n.3); Kinuachdrach, Jura, p. 223; 
Lagavulin Disti llery, Islay, p. 325. 

Headstones: Cill Chaluim Chi lie, Kiells, Islay, p. 162 (nos. 2, 3); Cill 
Earnadail, Keils, Jura, p. 165 (no. 13), fig. 165A; Cladh nan 
Eireannach, Jura, p. 168; Kilarrow, Islay, p. 188 (no. 27); Kilarrow 
Parish Church, Bowmore, Islay, p. 343 (No. 157, n. I); Kilchallan , 
Colonsay, p. 194; Kilchoman , Islay, pp. 35, 203 (no. 36), 345 (No. 
366, n.13), fig . 203A; Kildalton, Islay, p. 215 (no. 28); Killchianaig, 
Jura, p. 216; Kilmeny, Islay, p. 216 (nos. 7,8). 

Mural: Kilarrow Parish Church , Bowmore, Islay, p. 193 (no. I), fig. 
192C; Kilchoman, Islay, p. 202 (no. 31). 

Recumbent slabs, see Graveslabs. 
Sarcophagus, Kilarrow Parish Church, Bowmore, Islay, p. 193 

(no. 3). 
Table-tombs: Ardnave Point, Islay, pp. 284, 348 (No. 407, n.I); 

Kilmory, Scarba, p. 217; see also Tomb-chests. 
Tomb-chests: Kilarrow, Islay, pp. 184, t89 (no. 40); Kilarrow Pari sh 

Church , Bowmore, Islay, p. 193 (no. 2). 
Furnaces: iron-smelting, p. 342 (n. 166); lead-smelting, p. 322, fig. 322A. 

GalIanach (Lorn), MacDougalI family , p. 306. 
Gallen (Co. Offaly), carved stones, p. 344 (No. 334, n.I). 
Galloway, William, a rchitect, p. 254. 
Garbh Eiteach, Garvellachs: pp . 266, 306; corn-drying kiln , pp . 180, 305--6, 

fig . 306A; cruck-framed house, pp. 305- 6; dun , p. 121 , fig . 121C; 
farm , pp. 171 , 182, 306. 

Gardens, pp . 254, 266, 279, 289- 90, 297, 302. 
Garderobe, p. 274. 
Gartacharra, Islay: burial-ground, p. 182, fig . 182A; standing stone, p. 68, 

fig. 68C. 
Gartachossan, Islay, starch mill, p. 342 (n.171). 
Gartbreck Farm, Islay, see Salt pan Poinl. 
Gartmain, Islay, farmhouse, p. 159. 
Gartness, Islay, p. 349 (No. 412, n.2); lead-mine, p. 322. 
Ganard, Colonsay: pp. 254, 258, 330; fie ld-systems and cairns, pp. 13, 

13&-9, fig . 138; standing stone, p. 68, fig. 680; sand-hill site, p. 17. 
Gateways, defended, pp. 37, 266, 268- 70, 272, 274, 281 - 2. 
Gearach, Islay, hut-circle, p. 139. 
Gemmil, WilIiam, surveyor, p. 350 (No. 437, n.5). 
George Ill, King of Great Britai n, p. 296. 



Geology: pp. 1-2; see a/so Building-materials. 
Giant's Grave, Nereabolls, Islay, chambered cairn, pp. 5, 50, fig. 50B, C. 
Gibb, John , building-contractor, p. 329. 
Gigha (Kintyre): p. 263; MacNeill famil y, p. 28 1; parish, p. 261; quern-

quarries, p. 320. 
GiII-easbuig (Celestinus), p. 280. 
Giol, Islay, enclosure. pp. 20, 332. 
Glac a' Charraigh, Islay, standing stone, p. 68. 
Glacan Daraich, Islay, hut-circles, field- system and cairns, pp. 13, 139-40, 

fig. 139. 
Glas Aird, Colonsay, p. 315. 
Glasgo Beag, Islay, hut-circles, pp . 13, 140, fig. 140A, B. 
Glasgow, pp. 189, 309. 
Glass objects, pp. 17,20,148, 150,340 (n.94), fig . 148A. 
Glassans, Islay, farm , p. 297. 
Gleann Buidhe, Islay: dun, p. 11 7, fig. 117A; hut-circle, p. 140, fig . 140C. 
Gleann Bun an Easa, Islay, earthwork , pp. 20, 25, 132, 332, fig. 332B. 
Gleann Droighneach, Islay, standing stone, pp. 68- 9. 
Gleann na Gaoith', Islay, chapel and burial-ground, pp. 28, 182-4, 

figs. 26 (R) , 182B, 183. 
Gleann na Glas Airde, Colonsay, field-system, pp. 13, 147. 
Gleann Raonabuilg, Colonsay, hut-circle and field-system , 13, 141, 147, fig . 

141A, B. 
Glenbatrick, Jura, Mesolithic deposits, p. 3. 
Glendalough (Co. Wicklow) , carved stones, pp. 166,344 (No. 334, n.I). 
Glendaruel (Cowal), Campbell family . p. 165. 
Glenegedale, Islay, cist , pp. 8, 57. 
Glengarrisdale, Jura, p. 263. 
Glens of Antrim, MacDonald family of, pp. 269, 274, 283. 
Glinsk (Co. Galway), effigy , p. 346 (No. 386, n.23). 
Glossary, pp. 353- 7. 
Goirtean Dubh, Islay, hut-circle, p. 141 , fig . 141 C. 
Goirtcan Fada, Jura, cairns, pp. 7, 53-4, fig . 54A. 
Goirtean Uamh nan Giall, Jura, cairn, pp . 7, 54, fig. 54B. 
Gold objects, pp. 8, I I, 16, 31, 60, figs. 9, 11 , 3 1 C. 
Golspic (Sutherland), bronze pin , p. 340 (n.98). 
Gortanchuirn, Islay, hut-circle, p. 141 , fig. 141D. 
Gortanilivorrie, Islay, standing stone, p. 69, fig. 69A. 
Gortantaoid, Islay, fort , pp. 25, 97-S, 109, fig. 97B. 
Grainel, Islay, cairn , pp. 7, 54. 
Gravcslabs, see under Funerary monuments. 
Greenock (Renfrewshire), p. 162. 
Grishipoll (Coli), burial , p. 9. 
Gruinart, Islay, battle, see Traigh Ghruineard. 
Gruinart Cottage, Islay, burial-ground, p. 184. 
Gminart Farm, Islay, burials, pp. 8,9. 16, 57. 
Guns, pp . 215, 345 (No. 367, n. 16), fig . 215B. 
Gunna (Tiree), p. 340 (n.93). 

Ihkon, King of Norway, p. 267. 
Hall-houses, p. 36. 
Hamilton (Lanarkshire) , church, pp. 35, 341 (n.131). 
Harbours: pp. 46, 323; Craighouse, Jura, pp. 46, 330; Lagg, Jura, pp. 46, 

321. 325-6, fig. 326A , B; Port Askaig, Islay, fig. 46; Port Ellen , Islay , 
pp. 300, 326, fi g. 299A; Scalasaig. Colonsay, p. 314; see a/so 
Anchorages, Boat-landings, Jetties, Piers and Quay. 

Harris, MacLeod family , p. 28 1. 
Heath, William, anist. pp. 293, 295- 6, 34 1 (n.147). figs. 39,46, 285B, 

29 IA,295A. 
Hebrides, pp. 1-2,20,23,25,340 (n.62). 
Hegarty, Father Patrick , Franciscan missionary, p. 347 (No. 391, n.4). 
Helant-Leneou: p. 182; see a/so Eileach an Naoimh. 
Heves, see H ughes. 
Highlands Roads and Bridges, Commissioners for, pp. 46, 319, 321. 325- 6, 

330. 
Hinba, Early Christian monastery. pp. 27, 171. 182, 340 (nn.92- 3). 
Hollinsworth, James. engineer, pp. 32 1, 326. 
Holy Cross: Augustinian order of, p. 254; monastery of, p. 254. 
Holyrood Abbey (Edinburgh) , p. 253. 
Honcyman, James M, arch itect, p. 297. 
Horizontal mills: Druim a' Mhuilinn. Jura . p. 320. fig . 320A; Sruthan a' 

Mhuilinn Duibh , Colonsay. p. 330. 
Horse-gangs: C1adville , Islay. p. 44, fig . 44C; Co lonsay, pp. 43-4; Conisby, 

Islay, p. 44, fig. 44A. B; Foreland. Islay. p. 321, Oronsay. pp. 43-4, 
fig. 231; Tallant. Islay, p. 341 (n.162). 

Hough (Tiree). stone circ les. p. 10. 
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Hughes (Heves), John , merchant , p. 185. 
Hugh Mackay's Grave, Orsay, mortuary house, pp. 34-5, 256, fig. 

256B, C. 
Hut-circles: pp. 11 - 14,20, fig. 12; An Sithean, Islay, pp. 13- 14, 123-6, 

139, figs. 124-5, 126A-H; Ardilistry River, Islay, pp. 126--7, fig. 126J; 
Ardmenish, Jura, pp. 13, 127, fig. 127A; Ardmore, Islay, p. 127, fig. 
127B; Ardnave I, Islay, pp. 11 , 12, 13, 17,25, 127-9, figs. I27C, 128; 
Ardnave 2, Islay, pp. 12,15, 17,20,25, 129, figs. 10C, D, 128A, 129A; 
Balnahard, Colonsay, pp. 129, 146, fi g. 129B; Beinn Arnicil, 
Colonsay, pp. 13, 130--1, fig. 130; Beinn Bheag, Colonsay, pp. 131 , 
305, figs. 131A, 304B; Borraichill Mor, Bridgend, Islay, pp. 13, 106, 
131-2, figs. 131 B, 132A; Bruthach Breac, Islay, p. 132; Carn 
Bhioghairt, Islay, pp. 13, 132, fig. 132B; Carn Mor, Islay, pp. 132- 3, 
fig . 133A; Cnoc na Lice Muilinn , Islay, p. 133; Cornabus Cottage, 
Islay , p. 133, fig. 133B; Corr Dhiman, Colonsay, pp. 13, 133, 147, fig. 
133C; Creagfinn, Islay, p. 133, fig. 133D; Cui a' Bhaile, Jura, pp. 13, 
14, 16, 133-5, figs. 133E, 134; Druim a' Chreagain , Jura, p. 135, fig. 
135; Druim Mor, Oronsay, pp. 13, 135-6, figs. 136 and opp p. 136; 
Druim nam Faoileann, Colonsay, p. 137, fig. 137A; Duich, Islay, p. 
137, fig . 137B; Gearach , Islay, p. 139; Glacan Daraich , Islay, pp. 13, 
139-40, fig . 139; Glasgo Beag, Islay, pp. 13, 140, fig. 140A, B; Gleann 
Buidhe, Islay, p. 140, fig . 140C; Gleann Raonabuilg, Colonsay, p. 
141 , fig. 141A, B; Goirtean Dubh, Islay, p. 141 , fig. 141 C; 
Gortanch uirn , Islay, p. 141 , fig. 141D; Kilchiaran, Islay, pp. 13, 
141-2, figs. 141E, 142A, B; Kiloran, Colonsay, pp. 13, 143, fig. 143A; 
Kintour, Islay, pp . 13, 143, fig. 143B; Lamh-bheinn , Islay, p. 143, fig. 
144A; Laraichean Buidhe, Islay, pp. 13, 144-5, fig. 145A; Loch 
larnan, Islay, pp. 13, 145, fig. 145B, C; Lyrabus, Islay, p. 145, fig. 
145D; Margadale River, Islay, p. 146, fig . 146A; Na Leacan, Islay, 
p. 146, fig. 146B; Smaull, Islay, p. 146, fig. 146C; Torr-an-Tuirc, 
Colollsay, p. 146, fig. 146D. 

Icolumkill (lcolmkill): pp. 279, 281; see a/so Iona. 
Illicit stills, pp. 45 , 320, 323 , 350 (No. 437, n.8). 
Imar, p. 213. 
Inchcolm Abbey (Fife), altar-slab , p. 341 (n. 126). 
Industrial works and buildings: pp. 45- 6, 319- 30; boat-landings, see Boat

landings; bridges, pp. 46, 319-20, 327, fig. 319A; distilleries, see 
Distilleries; furnaces, pp. 322, 342 (n.166), fig. 322A; harbo urs, pp. 46, 
300, 32 1, 323, 325-6, 330, figs. 46, 299A, 326A, B; illicit stills, pp. 45 , 
320, 323, 350 (No. 437, n.8); jetties, pp. 46, 154-6, 275, 278- 9, 302, 
320-1 , figs. 320C, 321 A; kelp manufacture, pp. 45-6, 226, 228; lead
mines, pp. 41 , 45, 322- 3, fig. 322; lighthouses, pp. 35, 46, 203 , 255-6, 
326-30, 345 (No. 366, n.13) , 350 (No. 442, n. I), figs. 203A, 326C, D, 
328- 9; lime-ki lns, pp. 45, 343 (No. 316, n.I), 349 (No. 427, n.2); mill s, 
see Mills; millstone-quarries, pp. 45, 49, 319-20, fig. 319B; piers, pp. 
46, 284-5, 321, 325-6, 330; quarries, see Quarries; quay, pp. 39, 285, 
348 (No. 408 , n.3); quern-quarries, p. 320, fig. 320B; roads, pp . 46, 
319, 321, 325- 6; salt manufacture, pp. 45- 6, 342 (n .173); tileworks, 
pp. 45 , 321, fig. 32 1 B, C; warehouses, pp. 285, 323, 325, figs. 285B, C, 
286A; woollen mills, pp. 45, 327-S, 342 (n. 171), fig. 327. 

Imeraray (Mid Argyll), pp. 35, 43. 
Inverlussa, Jura: burial-ground , see Killchianaig; slate-quarry, p. 45. 
lodhlann Mhor ('The Big Stackyard'), Oronsay Priory, p. 245, fig. 231 B. 
Iona: pp. 260 , 279; abbey, pp. 32, 154,226,249,28 1, 341 (n.140), 343 (No. 

304, n.5); bells, p. 279; carved stones (Early Christian), pp. 166, 184, 
344 (No. 334, n.I); carved stones (medieval), pp. 34, 90, 230, 346 (No. 
384, n.5), 347 (No. 386, n.25); crosses, pp. 27-9,208- 11 ,222,340 
(n. 102), fig . 28 (A - C); Early Christian monastery , pp. 203, 345 (No. 
367, n.3); mortuary houses, pp. 35, 347 (No. 387, n.8); nunnery, pp. 
32, 346 (No. 384, n.5), and see MacLean, Prioress Anna; Reilig 
Odhrain, p. 347 (No. 387, n.8); St Oran's Chapel, p. 219; see a/so 
Carving, schools of (medie,'al). 

Ireland: pp. 176, 182, 184, 260, 274-5, 342 (n.166); architecture, pp . 32, 
178 , 34 1 (n. 125), 344 (No. 354, n.3 ), 346 (No. 386, n.IO); carved 
stones (Early Christian), pp. 28-9, 340 (n.98), 344 (No. 334, n. I), 347 
(No. 387, n.7); carved stones (medieval), pp. 346-7 (No. 386, nn.23 , 
28- 9); cra nnogs, p. 341 (n.138); crosses, pp. 21 1, 340 (n. 1 03), 345 
(No. 367, n.9); Franciscan missionaries, pp. 35,254,260, 347 (No. 
391, n.4); /eacilla, p. 226; monasteries (Early Christian), pp. 27 , 340 
(nn.88, 90), 344 (No. 354, n.3); monasteries (medieval), pp. 228, 230, 
254; mortuary houses, pp. 35, 256; sa ndstone, pp. 235, 348 (No. 403 , 
n.2); see a/so Antrim, Derry and Ulster. 

Iron Age: pp . 20-5; distribution map, fig . 21; monuments (descriptions), 
pp. 72- 123, 142- 3,330-3, figs. 73-4. 76- 123, 330-3; relics, pp . 20 , 23 , 
25,89, 104, Ill . 112. 129. 
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Iron bridges: p. 46; Du ich, Islay, pp . 46, 320. 
Iron furnace, p. 342 (n.166). 
Iselborgh, castle, pp. 267, 348 (No. 402 , nA) . 
Island-dwellings, see Crannogs and related structures. 
Islay, Sound of, pp . 263-4, 329, 350 (No. 442, n. I). 
Islay House, Islay: pp. 38- 9, 184,275,284.290--6, fi gs. 291 -5; East Tower, 

pp. 185, 296, fig . 296B, C; Ho me Farm, pp . 44, 295, figs. 29 1 B, 295; 
West Tower, p. 296, fig. 296A. 

Isle of Man, keills, p. 28. 
Isles: bishops of, pp. 154, 206, 216, 254, 274, 28 1, 343 (No. 304, n.5); 

council of, pp. 279, 28 1, 348 (No. 404, n.IO); lords of, pp. 32, 34,36, 
161 , 184, 196,230,253,256,260--1, 264,267,274-5,278- 9,28 1. 

Jamaica, p. 189. 
James VI, King of Scotland , pp. 274, 349 (No. 418, n.I). 
Jet objects, pp. 8, 11 , 15, 56, 150, fig . lOB. 
Jetties: pp. 46, 154--6, 275, 278- 9, 302, 320-- 1, figs . 320C, 32 1 A; see also 

Boat-landings, Harbours and Piers. 
John, p. 214. 
Johnson, Angus, distiller, p. 325. 
Jougs, pp. 224-5 . 
Jura: manse, p. 163; parish church , see under Craighouse. 
Jura House, Ardfin, Jura: pp . 36, 341 (n.147); cists, p. 57. 
Jura, Sound of, gold armlet, p. 31, fig. 31 C. 

Kames (Bute) , p. 189. 
Karn, see An Carn, Jura. 
Keills (Mid Argyll): cross, pp. 28, 346 (No. 374, n.5), fig. 28 (fj; ferry, pp. 

46, 325-6; graveslab, p. 345 (No. 367, n. 14). 
Keils, Jura: cairns, p. 54; church, see CiIl Earnadail; cruck-framed 

buildings, pp. 42- 3, 306--9, figs. 306B, C, 307- 8; cup-markings, p. 62, 
fig. 62. 

Kells (Co. Meath): South (Tower) Cross, p. 345 (No. 367, n .9); see also 
Book of Kells. 

Kelp industry, pp . 45- 6, 135, 226, 228. 
Kelsay, Islay: dun , p. 11 7, fi g. 1I7B; standing stone, p. 69 . 
Kelvin, William Thomso n, Lord , p. 329. 
Kepolls, Islay, standin g stone, p. 69. 
Kerb-cairns, pp. 7, 52, 339 (nA6) , fig . 53A. 
Kiells, Islay: p . 161 ; carved stone ball , p. 7, fig . 6C; chapel , see CiIl 

Chaluim Chille, Kiells, Islay; cists and burial , pp. 8, 15, 58; cross, pp. 
161 , 184,344 (No. 358, n. I), fi g. 184A. 

Kilarrow, Bridgend, Islay: ma nsion house, p. 38, and see Islay House; old 
parish church and buriaI.gro und , pp. 34-5, 184-9, fi gs. 184B- I88; old 
town, pp. 188- 9, 284, 290, fi g. 40A; parish , pp. 35, 184, 196, 216. 

Kilarrow Parish Church, Bowmore, Islay, pp. 35, 41 , 184, 189--93,284, 343 
(No. 157, n.I), 345 (No. 360, nn . I- 3), figs. 189- 92, 285A, B, 286. 

Kilbraenan, Bridgend, Islay, chapel, p. 193. 
Kilbrandon, Seil (Lorn), pp. 254, 344 (No. 354, n.22). 
Kilbride, Colonsay, chapel and burial-ground, pp. 70, 193. 
Kilbride, Islay: chapel , pp. 34-5, 193,206, figs. 33 (S), 193; 'cup-and-ring 

markings', p. 62; lands of, p. 260; standing stone, pp. 62, 69, fig . 69B. 
Kilchattan, Colonsay, old parish church , pp. 32, 137, 193-4, figs. 33 (M), 

194A, B. 
Kilchiaran, Islay: p. 297; cairn, pp. 7, 54; chapel and burial-gro und , pp. 

34,62, 194-{;, 218,309, figs . 33 (Q), 194C, 195; cup-mark ings, p . 62; 
farmstead ing, pp. 43 , 141 , 309--11, 349 (No. 423 , n.I) , figs. 309- 11 ; 
hut-circles, pp. 13, 141- 2, figs. 14I E, 142A, B; slate-quarry, pp. 45, 
349 (No. 423, n.2) . 

Kilcholmkil, see Callumkill, Islay. 
Kilcholmkill (Kiells), Islay, p. 161. 
Kilchoman, Islay: cave, p. 18, fig . 19; former manse, pp. 39, 196, 297, fi g. 

297A; old parish ch urch and burial-ground, pp. 28, 34-5, 123, 163 , 
195, 196--203,297,346 (No. 374, n.7), figs. 197-203A; parish, pp . 34-5, 
184, 188- 9, 195-6, 228,256,341 (n.139), 345 (No. 366, n.5), 346 (No. 
383, n.6). 

Kildalton, Islay: buria ls, pp. 8, 16, 58; ca ve, p. 18; estate, p. 314; old parish 
church , pp. 27 , 32- 5, 58,84, 193, 20~15, 218, 223 , 226, 263, 341 
(n.128), 346 (No. 374, n.7), figs. 33 (N), 203 B- 2 I 5; parish, pp. 35, 193, 
206, 218 , 341 (n . 148), 345 (No. 367, nA); stone axe, p. 7. 

Kildalton Cross, Islay, pp. 27- 9, 203, 206-11, 212,222,340 (nn . I 02- 3), 345 
(No. 367, nn .7, 9), figs. 28 (E) , 204A, 207- 212A. 

Kildalton House, Islay, pp. 170, 193,224,260--1, 341 (n.1 47). 
Kilearnadill, see KiIlearnadale. 
Kilellan, Islay: p. 340 (n.95); settlements, pp. 7, 11 , 15, 16, 17, 27, 142-3. 
Kilennan, Bowmore, Islay, chapel, p. 216. 
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Kilennan River, Islay, p. 155. 
KiIlabuonia (Co. Kerry), Early Christian monastery, p. 27. 
Killchianaig, Inverlussa, Jura, chapel and buria l-gro und , p. 216. 
Killcolumkill, see Callumkill, Islay. 
Killean (Kintyre): carved stone, p. 256; old parish church , p. 34. 
Killearnadale, (Kilearnadill), Jura: township, pp. 163 , 306; see also CiII 

Earnadail and Keils. 
Killeigh (Co. Offaly), Augustinian priory, p. 254. 
Killinallan, Islay: Campbell family , p. 189; sand-hill site, p. 17. 
Kilmartin (M id Argyll), cross, p. 347 (No. 387. n.7). 
Kilmeny, Islay: former manse, pp. 35, 39, 297, fi g. 297B; old pari sh church, 

pp. 34, 36, 216; parish church , pp . 35, 216-17, 297, fi g. 2 17A. 
Kilmory, Knapdale (Mid Argy ll ), ca rved stones, pp. 214, 345 (No. 365, n.3; 

No. 367, n.14). 
Kilmory, Scarba, chapel , p . 217, figs. 33 (C) , 217B. 
Kilmory Lodge, Scarba, cists, p. 58. 
Kilmun, Glen Aray (M id Argyll ), chapel, p. 340 (n.96). 
Kilnaughton, Islay: pp . 312, 314; chapel and burial-ground , pp. 193, 

217- 19, 331 , 341 (n. I28), 349 (No. 424. n.3), figs. 33 (T), 217C. 218. 
Kilnave, Islay: cairn, p. 54; chapel. pp. 34, 54, 196, 219--23, fi gs. 33(A). 

219- 223A; cross, pp. 27-9,2 19, 220-2,228. figs. 28 (D) , 22 1- 2. 
Kilns: corn-d rying, pp. 17- 18,43, 95 , 126, 171, 180- 2,263,302,304-6, 

3 14, 318, fi gs. 173, 180B, C, 305, 306A, 316, 3 18B; lime, pp. 45. 343 
(No. 316, n.I), 349 (No. 427, n.2); ma lt , pp. 323- 5; tile, p. 32 1. 

Kiloran, Colonsay: pp . 289, 349 (No. 426, n. 2); hut-circle, pp. 13, 143, fi g. 
143A; mill , p. 342 (n. I69); see also Colonsay House. 

Kiloran Bay, Colonsay: cists, p. 58; Viking burial, pp. 28- 31, 148, ISO-I , 
figs. 30, 31 E. 

Kilslevan, Islay: chapel and buria I.ground , pp. 41 , 223, figs. 26 (E) , 223B; 
lead-mines, p. 322; township , p. 41. 

Kindrochid, Islay, township, p. 156. 
King's Cave, Jura, pp. 19,20, 25,35. 
King's College, Aberdeen, altar-slab , p. 341 (n. I26). 
Kintour, Islay: Campbell famil y, p. 215; cross-fragment, p. 223. fi g. 223C; 

hut-circles, pp . 13, 143, fig . 143B; urn, p. 16. 
Kintra, Islay, burial , pp. 9, 17, 58, 340 (n. I06), fig . 58. 
Kintyre (Argyll) : pp. 20, 263 , 268; MacDona ld fam ily, p. 28 1; Mull of, 

p. 263; sandstone, pp . 203, 235, 278, 348 (No. 403 , n.2); see also 
Carving, schools of (medieval). 

Kinuachdrach, Jura: burial-ground , p. 223; cairns, p . 54; cist, p. 58. 
Knapdale (Mid Argyll), pp. 223, 254. 
Knock, Islay, bronze axe, p. 16, fi g. IO E. 
Knockangle Point, Islay, cist, pp . 9, 59, fi g. 59A, B. 
Knockdon, Islay, standing stone, p. 69, fi g. 69C. 
Knocking-stones, see Mortars. 
Knockintavill (Barnhill), Jura, p. 304. 
Knocklearoch, Islay: pp. 41 , 161 , 323; standing stones, pp. 10, 69. 
Knockrome, Jura, standing stones, pp . 69- 70, fi g. 70A, B. 
Knox, Andrew, Bishop of the Isles, pp . 254, 274. 

Laganlochan, Campbell family , p. 189. 
Lagavulin, Islay: pp. 268, 272; cairn and standing stone, pp. 7, 54-5; 

church , pp. 35, 206, 2 18, 345 (No. 367, nA); di stillery, pp. 32~5, 345 
(No. 367, nA), 350 (No. 437, n.8), figs. 268, 272A, 324A; standing 
stones, pp. 10, 54-5, 70, fig . 70C; see a7so CiII Mhoire, Lagavulin. 

Lagg, Jura: cists, p. 59; harbo ur, pp. 46, 32 1, 325-6, fig. 326A, B. 
Laggan, Islay: burgh of baron y, p. 341 (n. I48); chapel and burial-ground , 

pp . 223-4, fig. 224 A-C; crannog, p. 341 (n. I40); see also Duich. 
Laggan Bay, Islay, p. 320. 
Lambert, Sir Oliver, pp. 269, 272, 274, 348 (No. 403 , n.6) . 
Lamh-bheinn, Islay, hut-ci rcles and field -system, p. 143, fi g. 144A. 
Langlands, George, surveyor, pp . 182, 306, 325. 
Laphroaig Distillery, Islay, pp. 166, 323- 5,350 (No. 437 , n.8). 
Larach Liath, Islay, enclosures, fi eld-system and ca irns, pp. 143-4, fig . 

144B. 
Laraichean Buidhe, Islay, hut·circles and cairns, pp. 13, 144-5 , fi g. 145A. 
Largki, Islay, district, p. 2 18. 
Leadhills (La narkshire), lead-mines, p. 322. 
Lead-mines: Islay, pp. 41,45,322-3, fig. 322; Leadhills (Lanarkshire), 

p. 322; Lurga (Nort h Argyll), p. 45 ; Strontian (Nort h Argyll), p. 45. 
Lealt, Jura, Tobar Leac nam Fiann, p. 262. 
Lealt Bay, Jura, Mesolithic deposits, p. 3. 
Leannan Buidhe, Islay, bronze sword, pp. 11 , 16. 
Leargybreck, Jura: Free C hurch , p. 70; standing stone, p. 70. 
Leslie, General David, pp. 269, 275. 
Lewis, Mac Leod fami ly. p. 281. 



Lighthouses: pp. 35,46,203,350 (No. 442, n. I) , fig. 203; Bell Rock 
(Angus), p. 345 (No. 366, n.13); Port Ellen , Islay, pp . 46, 326-7, fi g. 
326C, D; Rinns of Islay, Orsay, pp. 46, 203, 255-6, 328-9, fi g. 328; 
Rubh' an Duin , Islay, p. 104; Ruvaa l, Islay, pp. 46, 329--30, fig . 329. 

Lime-kilns, see Kilns. 
Limestone, pp . 45, 154, 322. 
Lismore (Lorn), p. 265. 
Little Ridge, Fonthill (Wi ltshire), p. 39. 
Liverpool (Lever poll), p. 185. 
Lochaber, p. 281. 
Loch a' Chuirn, Islay, see Loch Ballygrant. 
Loch Acoar, Islay, see Loch Corr. 
Loch Allallaidh, Islay, fortified island, pp . 38, 155, fi g. 155A. 
Loch a' Mhuilinn, Jura, 'crannog', p. 155. 
Lochan Chille Moire, Oronsay, Viking burial , pp. 30, 152. 
Loch an Fhir Mhoir, Islay, fortified island , pp. 38, 155. 
Loch an Sgoltaire, Colonsay, fortification , pp. 37,281-2, figs. 281, 282A. 
Loch Arachaid, Islay, bronze axe, p. 16, fig . 10F. 
Loch Awe, see Carving, schools of (medieval). 
Loch Ballygrant, Islay, crannog, pp. 38, 155-6, fig. 155B. 
Loch Bharradail, Islay: island-dwelling, p. 156; lead-mines, p. 322. 
Lochbuie (Mull), MacLean family , pp. 217, 263, 281 , 304. 
Loch CHad (Coli), crannogs, p. 341 (n.14 1). 
Loch Corr, Islay, island-dwelling, pp. 38, 156, fig. 156A. 
Loch Fada, Colonsay, bronze axe, pp. 11 , 16. 
Loch Finlaggan, Islay: pp. 20, 36, 38, 69, 154, 275, 281; burial-ground, 

p. 224; see also Eilean Mhuireill and Finlaggan. 
Lochgilphead (M id Argyll), pp. 319, 326. 
Loch Glashan (Mid Argyll), island-settlement, p. 341 (n.141). 
Loch Gorm, Islay: castle, pp. 37, 38,42, 154, 282-3, figs. 282B, 283; island-

dwelling, p. 34 1 (n .140). 
Loch Gruinart, Islay: pp. 38, 44-5, 159, 219; see also Traigh Ghruineard . 
Lochhead (Kintyre): pp . 164-5; see also Campbeltown. 
Loch Iarnan, Islay: distillery reservoir, p. 323; hut-circles and fi eld -system, 

pp . 13, 145, fig . 145B, C. 
Loch Indaal, Islay, pp. 159, 284, 290, 297. 
Lochindaal Distillery, Port Charlotte, Islay, pp . 297 , 323, 325, 

fi gs. 298A, B. 
Loch Laingeadail, Islay, island-dwelling, pp. 156-7, fi g. 156B. 
Loch Leodamais, Islay, p. 300. 
Loch Linnhe (Argyll/ Inverness-shire), p. 265. 
Loch Lossit, Islay: pp . 38, 153-4, 224, 343 (No. 304, n. I) ; chapel and 

burial-ground, p. 224. 
Loch Moidart (Inverness-shire), p. 340 (n .93). 
Loch Moyburg, Islay: pp . 154, 343 (No. 304, n.5); see also Loch Lossit . 
Loch nan Clach, Islay, fort , pp . 85, 98, fi g. 98A. 
Loch nan Deala, Islay, island-dwelling, pp. 38, 157, fi g. 157A. 
Lochnell (Lorn), Campbell family , p. 164. 
Loch Staoisha, Islay, crannog, pp. 38, 157. 
Loch Sterotsa (?Skerrols), Islay, p . 341 (n.140). 
Loch Skerrols, Islay, p. 341 (n.140) . 
Loch Sween (M id Argyll): p. 157; see also Carving, schools of (medieval). 
Loch Tarbert, Jura, pp . 325- 6, 340 (n.92). 
Loch Uigendail, Islay, p. 323. 
Lon Broach I, Islay, dun , pp. 24, 117-1 8, fig . 11 7C. 
LOn Broach 2, Islay, dun, pp. 24, 25, 118, fig . 11 8A. 
Long cists: Knockangle Point, Islay, pp. 9, 59, fig . 59A, B; Machrins, 

Co lonsay, pp. 29, 153, figs. 152- 3; see also Viking period, buria ls. 
Lon na Cnuasachd, Islay, enclosure, pp. 20, 25 , 332- 3, fig. 333A. 
Lorn: p. 265; MacDo ugall lords of, p. 267. 
Lorn, Lord, see Argyll, Marquess of. 
Lossit, Kilmeny, Islay: Campbell family, p. 189; see also Loch Lossit. 
Lossit (Kintyre), McNeill famil y, p. 188. 
Lossit, Rinns of Islay, dun, pp . 24, 118, fi g. 11 8B. 
Lower Glenastle, Islay, mill , p. 45 . 
Lower Kilchattan, Colonsay: cists, pp . 9, 10, 16, 59; decorated stone, 

pp. 10,59; urn, pp. 16,59; see also Kilchattan, old parish church. 
Lower Killeyan, Islay: dun, pp . 25, 118-19, fi g. 119A; farmhouse, p. 165. 
Lowlandman's Bay, Jura, p. 340 (n.92). 
Lurabus, Islay: dun , p. 119, fig . 119B; township, pp. 41 , 11 9, 312- 14, 318, 

349 (No. 424, n .3) , fi gs. 313- 14. 
Lurga (North Argyll), lead mines, p. 45 . 
Lussa Bay, Jura, Mesolithic deposits, p. 3. 
Lussa River, Jura, Mesolithic deposits, p. 3. 
Lussa Wood, Jura, Mesolithic deposits, p. 3; stone axe, p. 7. 
Lyon, John, sail or, p . 168. 
Lyrabus, Islay, hut-circles, p. 145. fig. 145D. 

Maam, Glen Shira (Mid Argyll), fa rmstead ing, p. 43. 
MeAlester Roy, Dona ld, see Campbell, Donald MacA lister Roy. 
MaeAlister, John , parson, p. 261. 
MaeArthur (McArthor), Cha rles, p. 215. 
MaeArthur's Head, Islay, cave, p. 18. 
MacBeth, Fergus, of Ba llinaby, p. 344 (No. 34 1, n.I). 
MaeBeth family , see Beaton. 
MacCulloch, John, geologist , p. 182 . 
MacDonald, A, bui lding contractor, p. 329. 
--- Alexander, Lord of the Isles, p. 281. 
--- Angus, of Dunivaig and the Glens, pp. 38, 274. 
-- Angus Og, of Islay , p. 275. 
--- Angus Og, Master of the Isles, p. 264. 
--- Angus Oig, son of Angus. of Dunivaig, p. 274. 
--- Coli Ciotach MacGillespie, of Colonsay, p. 274. 
--- Donald, Lord of the Isles, p . 267. 
-- Donald Dubh, p. 264. 
--- Hugh, historian, p. 28 1. 

INDEX 

- -- Sir James, son of Angus, of Dunivaig, pp. 37, 265, 274, 282- 3. 
--- James, author, p. 46. 
-- John I, Lord of the Isles, pp. 32, 34, 230, 253, 256, 260- 1, 267. 

281. 
--- John 11 , Lord of the Isles, p. 264. 
--- Regina ld , son of John I, Lord of the Isles , pp. 34, 260- 1. 
--- Ronald , Oig, p. 274. 
MaeOonald family, pp. 167, 219, 256, 263, 275,283. 
-- of Clan Ranald , pp. 261 , 28 1. 
--- of Dunivaig and the Glens: pp . 37, 269, 274, 283; see also 

MacOonald family, of Islay and of Kintyre. 
--- of Islay: p. 156; see also MacOonald family, of Dunivaig. 
--- of Keppoch (Clan-Alister Ca rryche), p. 28 1. 
--- of Kintyre: pp . 28 1, 283; see also MacOonald family, of Dunivaig 

and the Glens. 
-- Lords of the Isles, pp. 32, 34, 36, 161 , 184, 196, 230, 253, 256, 

260- 1, 264, 267,274-5, 278- 9, 28 1. 
MacOougall, Do nald , carpent er, p. 349 (No. 412, n.2). 
--- Douga l, of Gallanach, p. 306. 
--- Ewen, of Lorn, p. 267. 
--- Hugh, tacksman in Ba r, p. 216. 
--- John , of Lorn , p. 267. 
-- Stephen, surveyo r, pp. 156,3 14,340 (n.95), 343 (No. 304, n.l; No. 

309, n. I). 344 (No. 358, n. I), 349 (No. 416, n.I). 
MacOuflie, Bricius (Gilbride), canon of Oronsay, pp. 34, 25 1, fig. 250D. 
--- Cristinus, father o f Co li nus, of Colonsay, p. 252. 
--- Donald , prior of Oronsay, pp. 34, 250, 254, 346 (No. 386, n. II ), 

fig. 250A. 
--- Malco lm (Colinus, Gille-Coluim), of Co lonsay. pp. 90, 246, 252, 

346 (No. 386, n.20). 
--- Malco lm, commend ator of Oronsay, p. 254. 
-- Malco lm , of Colonsay (d. 1623), p. 158. 
--- Mariota Macl an, wife of Malco lm, of Colonsay, pp. 25 1- 2. 
--- Murchadh (Murchardus), of Colonsay , pp. 34, 246, 248. fig. 248A. 
--- Patrick. canon of Oronsay, p. 25 1. 
MaeOuffie Cairn and Cross, Oronsay, p. 224. 
MacOuffie family, of Co lonsay, pp. 32, 158, 224. 
MacOuflie's Cross, Oronsay, p. 224. 
McEwan, Peter, mason , p. 319. 
MacFie's Stone, Balaruminmore, Colonsay, see Carraig Mhic a' Phi. 
MacGillescoil, Cristinus, prior of Iona , p. 230. 
MacGillespie, Coli Ciotach, see MacOonald, Coli Ciotach. 
MacIan, Alan, of Someried , p. 215. 
--- Alexander, of Ardnamurchan, p. 25 1. 
--- John (Oor. c. 1450), of Ardnamurchan, p. 251. 
-- John (d. 1519), of Ardnamurchan, pp . 154, 215, 252,274. 
--- Mario ta , wife of Malcolm MacDume of Colonsay. pp. 25 1- 2. fig . 

251 B. 
--- Somerled, son of John , of Ardnamurchan , p. 215. 
MacIan family, p. 167. 
--- of Ardnamurchan . pp. 215. 25 1- 2, 28 1. 
Mclllaspy, Dona ld , son of Patrick , pp. 34, 280- 1. 
McIndior, Do nald , gardener, p. 165. 
McIntyrc, Mary , wife of Lachlan McLac hl ane, p. 202 . 
McIsaac, Alexander, p. 165. 
Mackay, Hugh (Aed), pp . 34- 5, 256. 
--- Ma urice, vicar, p. 26 1. 
Mackay and Co, A K, p. 325. 
MacKay family , of the Rinns, pp . 229. 256. 
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McKeoun, John , p. 216. 
MacKinnon family, p. 281. 
MacLachlan (McLachlane), Duncan (d. 1732). p. 199. 
-- Duncan (d. 1781), p. 202. 
--- John, of Kilbride, p. 306. 
-- Lachlan, p. 202. 
--- M.rrion C1ark, wife of Duncan. p. 199. 
--- Mary Mclntyre, wife of Lachlan , p. 202. 
MacLachlan family, of Kilbride. p. 306. 
Mac Lean, Allan , p. 154. 
--- Allan , of Kilmory. p. 217. 
--- Andrew, innkeeper, p. 216. 
--- Anna, prioress of Iona , p. 347 (No. 386, n.25). 
--- Archibald , merchant, p. 188. 
--- Donald, merchant , p. 189. 
--- Florence. daughter of John . p. 188. 
-- Hector Og. of Duart , p. 343 (No. 304, nA). 
--- Hector, son of ?Allan , p. 154. 
--- Hector, of Torloisk , p. 164. 
-- I, p. 223. 
--- John , mercha nt , p. 188. 
--- John Maclain Mhiclain , p. 165. 
--- Lach lan Lubanach , 1st of Duart , p. 267. 
--- Sir Lachlan. 9th of Duart, p. 283. 
--- Margaret, wife of Allan. of Kilmory , p. 217. 
--- Mariota , p. 248. 
- -- Mary, wife of Duncan Campbell . pp. 164-5. 
--- Murdoch, of Lochbuie , p. 217. 
- -- Samuel, merchant , p. 188. 
M.cLean family , pp. 219, 263 , 274. 
-- of Duart , pp. 36, 156, 267 , 28 1, 283 , 306. 343 (No. 304. nA; No. 

309, n.I). 
-- of Kilmory (Scarba), p. 217. 
-- of Lochbuie, pp. 217, 263, 28 1, 304. 
McLeod, Hew, p. 215. 
MacLeod family , of Harris, p. 281. 
- -- of Lewis, p. 281. 
MacLeod tomb, Rodel (Harri s), pp. 346-7 (No. 386. nn.21 , 29). 
MacMhuirich, Brici us (Gi lbride), cano n of Oronsay. pp. 34, 250- 1, fig. 

250B. 
MacMhuirich family , of Colonsay , p. 32. 
MacMillan, Alexander, p. 214. 
MacMillan Cross, Kilmory, Knapdale (Mid Argyll), p. 214. 
McNab, Duncan, p. 216. 
Mcnaie (?MacQuarrie) family, p. 28 1. 
MacNeill, Isabel l. wife of Revd David Simson , p. 188. 
- -- John , of Co lonsay, p. 289. 
--- Sir John, of Colonsay, p. 254. 
--- Sir John Carstairs, pp. 243, 254, 289. 
--- Lachlin, of Lossit, p. 188. 
--- MaJcolm, of Colonsay, pp. 254, 289. 
--- Margaret Ferooza , p. 243. 
MacNeill family, of Barra , p. 281. 
- - o f Colonsay , pp. 234, 243 , 254, 289, 305. 
--- of Crear, p. 289. 
- - of Gigha , p. 281. 
MacNerlin, Donald , vicar of Kilchoman , p. 200. 
- - - Duncan , p. 200. 
MacQuarrie family, of Ulva , p. 281. 
McQuillan, Eli zabeth Campbell , wife of Neil , p. 216. 
--- Neil , p. 216. 
MacSween (McSueen), Katherine, wife of Archibald Campbell , pp. 164-5. 
--- Revd John, minister of Jura , pp. 164-5. 
Machrie, Islay, Anglo-Saxon coin hoard , pp. 31- 2. 
Machrihanish (Kintyre), sandstone, pp. 203 , 348 (No. 403 , n.2). 
Machrins, Colonsay: cists, p. 59; cross-marked stone, pp. 224-5 , fig . 2240; 

preaching-house, p. 225; stand ing stones, p. 70; Viking burial and 
sett lement, pp. 17, 29- 32, 152-3, figs. 310 , 152- 3. 

Mangecheles, Islay, see Moychilis, 
Manses: p. 39; Jura , p. 163; KiJchoman , Islay, pp. 39, 196,297, fig. 297A ; 

Kilmeny, Islay, pp. 35, 39, 297, fig . 297B; Portnahaven, Islay, p. 39; 
Risabus, Islay, p. 39. 

Margadale, Islay: farm, p. 314; shielings, pp. 42.146, 314, fig. 3 15. 
Margadale River, Islay: pp. 42 , 314; hut -circle, p. 146, fig. 146A. 
Marker-cairns, pp. 262, 302, fig . 304A . 
Marshall, J, scu lptor, p. 193. 
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Martin, Martin , traveller, pp. 58 , 68 , 154, 159, 161 , 195,224, 241-2,245, 
254, 332, 346 (No. 386, n.20). 

Masons: pp. 35, 254; Bell , Ro nald , p. 349 (No. 41 2, n. 2); Ca rmichael, 
Michael, pp. 35, 168; McEwan, Peter, p. 319; Morrison, William, 
p. 319; 0 C uinn , Mael -Sechlainn , pp. 234, 243, 252-3; Sinclair, Peter, 
p. 349 (No. 412, n.2); Spalding, Thomas, p. 345 (No. 360, n.I); 
Wardrop, John , p. 189; see also Building-contractors. 

Matthew, 0 , lighth ouse- inspector. p. 329. 
Mausoleum, Cill Ea rnadail , Jura , p. 163 , fig. 163B. 
Maxentius, emperor, p. 347 (No. 386, n.28). 
Mcall Lamalum, Colonsay, fort, pp. 22- 3, 98-9, fig. 99. 
Mesolithic period, pp. 2- 5, 12, 17, 142, 149,339 (n.29), fi gs. 3-4. 
Milbuie, Colonsay, ca irn , pp. 7, 55, fig. 55A. 
Miller, J F. artist, p. 346 (No. 386. nn.12. 15, 17). 
Mills: pp. 45, 318, 320, 342 (n.169); horizon ta l, pp . 320, 330; sta rch, p. 342 

(n.171); threshing, pp . 43, 45, 309, and see Horse-g.ngs; woollen , pp. 
45 , 327~, 342 (n.171), fi g. 327. 

Millstone-<Juarries: pp. 45, 49 , 319-20, fig. 319B; see also Quern-quarries. 
Millstones, p. 290. 
Millwrights, pp. 189, 309. 
Mines, pp. 45, 322- 3. 
Miogaras, Colonsay, field-system , pp. 13, 147. 
Miscellaneous structures, pp. 330- 3, fi gs. 330- 3. 
Monasteries, see Abbeys, Early Christian Monasteries, Nunneries and 

Priories. 
Monro, Donald , dean (a rchdeacon) of th e Isles, pp. 36, 38, 154, 156, 163, 

182, 194, 216, 225 , 256, 264, 268, 279, 281 , 283, 322, 34 1 (n.140), 343 
(No. 304, n.5). 

Monasterboice (Co. Louth) , Muiredach's Cross, p . 345 (No. 367, n.9) . 
Morrison, Hugh, pp. 39, 293 , 345 (No. 359, n.5). 
--- James, of Basildon Park, p. 290. 
- - - William, mason , p. 3 19. 
Mortars, pp. 160, 200,257, 290, 314,3 18. 
Mortuary houses, pp. 34-5, 256, fig. 256B, C. 
Moychilis (Mangecheles, Moychaolis), Islay, pp. 154, 322, 343 (No. 304, 

n.5). 
Moyne (Co. Mayo), friary , p. 341 (n.125). 
Muirbulc mar, p. 340 (n.92). 
Mulindry, Islay, pp. 38, 344 (No. 359, n.5). 
Mull, Island of, pp. I, 20, 21, 27, 35, 170, 254. 
Mullach Dubh, Islay, stand ing stone, p. 70, fig. 700 . 
Mull of Oa, Islay, pp. 37, 264. 
Mulreesh, Islay: lead-workings, pp. 45, 322, fi g. 322B; see also CiII 

Eileagain, Mulreesh. 
Museum of Islay Life, Port Charlotte, Islay: pp . 15, 16, 17, 18,52,56,57, 

58, 59,6 1, 129; carved sto nes, pp. 165- 6, 170, 183-4, 196, 198, 200- 1, 
202,206,2 12, 218,224,228-30,256,260- 1,263; lighthouse 
eq uipment, p. 350 (No. 441, n.3). 

Na Duintean, Islay, enclosure, pp . 20, 25, 333, fig. 333B. 
Na Leacan, Islay, hut-circle, p. 146, fi g. 146B. 
National Museum of Antiquities of Scotland: carved stones, pp. 170, 181, 

193, 196, 206, 212, 223, 257- 8, 260-2. 
Nave Island, Islay: pp. 225- 6, 341 (n.121); chapel and burial-gro und , 

pp. 27- 8, 34, 179, 22~, 34 1 (n.1 21), 346 (No. 383, n.6), figs. 33 (B) , 
225- 228A. 

Neolithic period: pp. 5- 7, 14, 142; distribution map, fig . 6A; monuments, 
pp. 47- 52, figs. 47- 51; relics, pp. 5- 7, 47 , 51- 2, fig. 6B, C. 

Nereabolls, Islay: pp. 228, 342 (n.171); chapel and burial-ground ( I), 
pp. 34, 196, 228-30, figs. 33 (p), 2288- 229; chapel and burial-ground 
(2), p. 230, fi gs. 26 (B) , 230. 

Neriby, Islay: barrow, p. 55; standing stone, p. 70. 
Newton, Islay: barrows, enclosures and indetermina te remains, pp. 7, 55, 

57, fi g. 55B; Viking burial, pp. 29, 31, 153. 
Niall, fat her of Donald, p. 223. 
- - son of Aed (?MacKay), p. 229. 
Niallan, son of Donald, p. 248. 
Nigg (Ross and Cromarty), cross-slab, p. 29. 
Norse, see Viking. 
North Ardachy, Islay, lead-mine, p. 322. 
North Carn, Jura, Mesolithic deposits, pp . 2-3 . 
Northern Argyll, funerary monuments, p. 35. 
Northern Isles, chapels, p . 28. 
Northern Lighthouse Board: pp. 46, 329, 345 (No. 366, n.13); see also 

Commissioners of Northern Lighthouses. 
Norway, Hakon, King of, p. 267. 



Notes, pp. 339- 50. 
Nunnery, Iona: pp. 32, 346 (No. 384, n.5); see also MacLean, Prioress 

Anna. 

Oa (The), Islay: pp. 41 , 312; parish, pp. 35, 39, 218; see also Mull of Oa. 
Oban (Lorn), Mesolithic deposits, p. 4. 
Oehiltree, Andrew Stewart, Lord , pp. 274, 283. 
() Cuinn, Mael-Sechlainn, mason, pp. 234, 243 , 252- 3. 
Oideeha insula (?'fexa), p. 260. 
Ormside Bowl (Yorkshire Museum, York), p. 345 (No. 367, n.7). 
Oronsay: p. 349 (No. 426, n.I); horse-gang, pp. 43-4; Mesolithic deposi ts, 

pp. 3- 5, figs. 3-4; school of medieval carving. see under Carving; 
tenandry of, pp. 182, 254. 

Oronsay House, p. 230, fig . 23 I. 
Oronsay Priory: pp. 32, 34-5, 149, 166,224,230-54,259, 346- 7 (No. 386, 

nn.I-44), figs. 23 I- 53. 
SUMMARY: pp. 230-4. 
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: pp. 234-45; building-materials, 

pp. 234- 5. 
CHURCH: pp. 32, 230, 232, 234, 235-41, 243 , 245 , 248, 254, figs. 

231 - 9; ahars, pp. 32, 35, 238, 239, 244, 254, 346-7 (No. 386, nn . IO. 
40), figs. 232, 237 , 238A, 239A, D (B); MacDuffie Aisle, pp. 32, 
234-6, 239, 248- 9, 346 (No. 386, n. I I), figs. 232- 5, 236C, 239B, C. 

CLO ISTER AND CONVENTUAL BUILDINGS: pp. 32, 230, 232 , 234-5, 
239,241-5,253-4,346 (No. 386, nn .12, 15, 17), figs. 231 - 3, 237C, 
240-5. 

Cloister: pp. 32, 232. 234-5, 239, 241-3, 244, 253-4, 346 (No. 386, 
nn. I 2, 15), figs. 23 1, 240-2; inscribed pier-slabs, pp. 32, 234, 242-3, 
346 (No. 386, n. 15), figs. 24 IA , 242. 

East Range: pp. 32, 230, 232, 234, 24 I, 243, 244, 254, 346 (No. 386, 
n.17), figs. 231 - 3, 237C, 243, 244C; burial-aisle, pp. 234, 243; 
chapter-ho use, p. 243; dormitory, p. 243. 

North Range: pp. 232, 24 I, 243 , 244-5, 254. figs. 232-3, 237C, 244B; 
kitchen, p. 245; refectory, p. 245. 

Prior' s Chapel, pp. 32, 232, 234, 244, 245, 254, figs. 23 1- 3, 244A. 
Prior's House and Reredorter, pp. 32, 232, 234-5, 245, 254, figs. 231 -

3,245. 
IODHLANN MHOR ('The Big Stackyard'), p. 245, fig. 23 I B. 
ARCHITECTURAL FRAGMENTS, p. 245. 

FUNERARY MONUMENTS AND CROSSES: 
Medieval: pp. 32, 34, 224, 234, 245--53, 346- 7 (No. 386, nn.ll, 20-9), 

figs. 238B, 246-53; Oronsay Cross, pp. 34. 234, 243, 245, 252-3, 
figs. 232, 234, 252B, C, 253A; tomb-recess, pp. 239, 346 (No. 386, 
n. I I), fig. 239B. 

Post-Reformation, pp. 243, 246. 
HISTOR ICA L NOTE: pp. 253-4. 

Canons, pp. 32, 34, 242, 246 (6) , 250- 1 (24-7), 253-4, 347 (No. 386, 
n.30). 

Dedication, p. 253. 
Foundation, pp. 32, 230, 253, 347 (No. 386, n.30). 
Priors, pp. 32, 34, 249- 50 (24), 254,346- 7 (No. 386, nn.I 1, 30, 35). 

Orr, Donald , p. 218. 
Orsay, Islay: pp. 46, 254, 256, 302, 328- 9; chapel and burial-ground, 

pp. 34-5. 25~, 347 (No. 387, n.I) , figs. 33 (11) , 254-6; see also Rinns 
of Islay Lighthouse. 

Orwnsay, Maurice de, prior of Oronsay, p. 347 (No. 386, n.30). 

Pairc Gharbh, Colonsay, dun, p. I 19, fig. I I9c. 
Pairc na Croise, Oronsay, p. 224. 
Parliamentary churches, pp. 35, 218, 256. fig. 257 A. B. 
Parliamentary manses, pp. 35, 39, 216,297, fig. 297B. 
Patrick, p. 187. 
--- father of Thomas (?Beaton). p. 200. 
--- son of Celestinus, p. 280. 
Pennant, Thomas, traveller, pp. 41 - 2, 63-4. 72, 101 - 2, 11 7, 149. 187,224, 

24 1- 2, 248, 254, 264, 275. 322, 346 (No. 386, n.15), 348 (No. 404, 
n.1 I) , fig. 40. 

Piers: pp. 46, 284- 5, 32 I, 325- 6, 330; see also Harbours alld Quay, 
Place-names, pp. 20, 27, 32, 154, 182, 206, 230. 340 (nn.62, 92- 3, 95), 34 I 

(nn.I 19, 140), 344 (No. 354, nn.21 - 2) , 345 (No. 367, n.3), p. 346 (No. 
370, n.2) . 

Planned villages, pp. 39, 41 , 284-7,297-302,341 (n.I48). 
Playfair, William Henry, architect . pp. 38- 9, 293. 349 (No. 4 I I, nA) . 
Polloek, Joh n, p. 349 (No. 436, n.5) . 
Pont, Timothy, cartographer, pp. 161 , 256, 304. 343 (No. 304, n.5). 
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Port a' Chaibeil, Searba, p. 2 I 7. 
Port a' Chotain, Islay, cave, p. 18. 
Port an Obain, Colonsay, dun , pp. 119- 20, fig . I20A. 
Port an t-Sruthain, Islay, dun, pp . 24, 120, fig . I20B. 
Port Asabuis, Islay, p. 163. 
Port Askaig, Islay, p. 322, fig. 46. 
Port Charlotte, Islay: chambered cairn , pp. 5, 6-7. 50-2, figs. 6B, 5IA-C; 

Lochindaal Distillery, pp. 297, 323, 325; Mesolithic deposits, p. 4; 
planned village, pp. 41 , 297, fi g. 298; St Kiaran's Church, p. 345 (No. 
366, n.5); see also Museum of Islay Life, 

Port Ellen, Islay: pp. 57, 65 , 70, 76, 106, 110, 217; distillery, pp. 170,323-
5, 350 (No. 437 , n.8), fig . 325A; lighthouse, pp. 46, 326--7, 331, fig. 
326C, D; planned vi llage, pp . 41 , 300, figs. 299 , 300; standing stone, 
p. 70, fig . 71A; see also Borraichill Mor, Port Ellen; Doid Mhairi alld 
Tighcargaman. 

Port Froige, Islay, dun. pp. 24, 120-1, fig. 120C, D. 
Portintruan, Islay: enclosure, pp. 20, 25, 333, fig . 333C; fort, pp. 98- 9, fig. 

98B. 
Port Mor, Islay, boat-landing, p. 203. 
Port na Caillich, Islay, dun , pp. 24, 121, fig. 121A . 
Port na Cille, Islay, p. 208. 
Portnahaven, Islay: church, pp. 35, 256,301 , fig . 257A, B; former manse, 

p. 39; sah manufacture, pp. 46, 342 (n.173); vi llage, pp. 41 , 45,297, 
301,302, figs. 30 1, 302A; see also C1adh Eilisteir. 

Port na h-Eaglaise, Nave Island, boat-landing, p. 225. 
Port na Luinge, Oronsay, p. 230, fig. 231. 
Port Sgibinis, Colonsay, kelp manufacture, p. 46. 
Port Wemyss, Islay, pp. 41 , 302,349 (No. 417 , n.I) , fig. 302B, C. 
Priories: see Iona, Nunnery; Killeigh and Oronsay Priory. 
Prior's Chapel, see Oronsay Priory, 
Prior's House, see Oronsay Priory. 
Priory Midden, Oronsay, Mesolithic deposits, pp. 4, 339 (n.29). 
Proaig (J>roaik), Islay, p. 215. 
Pulpits, pp. 168, 191 , 196, 2 17,244, 256. 

Quarries: pp. 45 , 226, 3 I 2; see also Millstone-quarries, Quern-quarries, 
Sandstone and Slate-quarries. 

Quay: Bowmore, Islay, pp. 39, 285, 348 (No. 408 , n.3); see also Harbours 
and Piers. 

Queens Bay, Colonsay, dun , pp. 25, 121, fig. 121 B. 
Quern-quarries: Eilean Bhride, Islay, p. 320, fig. 320B; Gigha (Kintyre), 

p.320. 
Querns, pp. 59, 142, 143, 153, 154,156, 245, 290, 318, 320, 345 (No. 363, 

n.2). 

Radiocarbon dates, pp. 2-4, 7, 8,12, 18, 25,32, 51- 2, 58,61,66,67,126, 
129, 13 1, 135, 153,339 (nn.9, 29). 

Ravenna, church of San Vitale, p. 345 (No. 367, n.1 0) . 
Reask (Co. Kerry) , Early Christian monastery, p. 340 (n.90). 
Red Cove, Killean (Kintyre), sandstone, p. 278. 
Redhouses, Islay: carding-mill , pp. 327, 342 (n. 171); woollen mill , pp. 45, 

327--8, fig . 327. 
Reeves, Bishop William, historian , p. 182, 
Reginald, so n of Somerled, p. 28 I. 
Riasg Buidhe, Colonsay: chapel and burial-ground, pp. 256--8, 3 I 5, figs. 

257C- E, 258A; cross-slab, pp. 28, 257--8, 290, 340 (n.98), figs. 257C, D, 
258A; township, pp. 43 , 256, 314-15. 

Rig-cultivation, pp. 53-4, 64, 87- 8, 95 , 124, 126-7, 131,135- 8, 140, 146, 
158, 163, 165, 167, 170, 180-1 , 226,256, 259, 264, 279, 302, 312, 314-
15, 332, 349 (No. 427, n. I). 

Rinns of Islay, see MaeKay family. 
Rinns of Islay Lighthouse, Orsay, Islay, pp. 46, 203, 255- 6, 328--9, 350 

(No. 44 I, n.3), fig. 328. 
Risabus, Oa, Islay: parliamentary churc h, pp. 35, 218; parliamentary 

manse, p. 39. 
Risga, Loch Sunart (North Argyll) , Mesolithic deposits, p. 4. 
River Sorn, Islay, p. 327. 
Roads: pp. 8, 46, 3 I 9, 325- 6; see also Highland Roads and Bridges, 

Commissioners for . 
Robolls, Islay, p. 216. 
Rodel (Harris), MacLeod tomb, pp. 346-7 (No. 386, nn.2I , 29). 
Roof construction, pp. 193, 24 I. 
Ross, Alexander, architect , p. 341 (n. 147). 
Ross Errilly (Co. Galway), fri ary, p. 341 (n.I25). 
Ross of Mull, p. 265. 
Ruantallain, Jura, cave, p. 19. 
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Rubha Bholl.a, Islay, fOrl , pp. 25 , 99-100. 
Rubh' a' Chamais (Point of Lagg), Jura, pp. 325- 6. 
Rubha Mor, Garbh Eileach, Ganellachs, dun, pp. 121, fig. 121e. 
Rubha na Meise Baine, Islay, dun , pp. 24, 121-2, fig. 122A . 
Ruvaal Lighthouse, Islay: pp. 46, 329--30, 332, fig. 329; cup-markings, 

p.62. 

St Andrews (Fife), sarcophagus, p. 29. 
St Brendan, abbot of C1onfert , pp. 182, 344 (No. 354, nn.21 - 2). 
St Bridget (Bride), abbess of Kildare, p . 193. 
St Cainnech, abbot of Aghaboe, pp. 163, 260. 
St Cat an, p. 194. 
St Catherine of Alexandria, pp. 160, 253, 347 (No. 386, n.28). 
St Cianag, p. 216. 
St Ciaran, abbot of C1onmacnois, p. 194. 
St Columba, abbot of Iona: pp. 27 , 16 1- 3, 171 , 176, 182, 223 , 228- 9, 253 , 

256, 262, 279, 340 (nn .95, 103), 345 (No. 367, n.3), 346 (No. 384, n.2); 
Life of, p. 225, and see Adomnan. 

St Comgan, p. 163. 
St Comman, p. 196. 
St Eithne, p. 216; see also Eithne. 
S t Ernan, p. 163. 
S t Finlagan, p. 279. 
St John the Evangelist, pp. 165, 188, 200, 206, 253, 26 1, 347 (No. 386, 

n.29). 
St John's Cross, Iona, pp. 29 , 208- 9, 340 (n. 1 02), fig. 28 (B) ; cross-base, 

pp. 222, 346 (No. 374, n.7). 
St Kenneth, see St Cainnech. 
St Kiaran's Church, Port Charlotte, Islay, p. 345 (No. 366, n.5). 
St Kilda, deilean , p. 42. 
St Maelrubha, abbot of Applecross, p. 184. 
St Martin's Cross, Iona, pp. 29, 208- 9, 21 1, fig. 28 (C). 
St Mary the Virgin, pp. 166, 200, 260- 1. 
St Mary's Church, Castlegate, York, cross-head , p. 340 (n. 1 03). 
St Michael, pp. 159, 200, 249. 
St Nechtan, p . 218. 
St Oran (Odhroin), p. 290. 
St Oran's Chapel, Iona, p. 219. 
St Oran's Cross, Iona, pp. 28- 9, 208- 10, fig. 28 (A). 
Saddell Abbey (Kintyre) , effigy, p. 346 (No. 386, n.24). 
Saligo, Islay, sand-hi ll si te, p. 18. 
Salt manufacture, pp. 45-6, 342 (n . 173). 
Saltpan Point, Gartbreck, Islay, p. 46. 
Sanaig, Islay, bronze chi sel, pp. 11 , 16, fig. lOG. 
Sanaig beag, Islay, township, p. 156. 
Sanaigmore, Islay: cist and buria ls, pp. 18, 59--60; dun , p. 122 , fig. 122B; 

sand-hill site, p. 18; see also CiII Ronain. 
Sanctuary crosses (supposed), Oronsay, p. 347 (No. 386, n.35). 
Sand-hill sites: pP. 7, 12, 17- 18,20, 25,340 (n.94). 
Sandstone: as building material, pp. 161 , 179, 184, 19 1, 196,203, 206, 216, 

234-9, 243 , 245 , 256, 260, 263 , 266, 269 , 273 , 277- 8, 293, 297, 329- 30; 
in funerary monuments, pp. 162, 164-5, 168 , 188- 9,202- 3, 217,2 19; 
quarries, see Arran, Carsaig, Kintyre, Machrihanish and Ulster. 

Sannaig, Jura: Campbell family, p. 164; standing stones, pp. 10, 7(}-1 , fi g. 
70E. 

San Vitale, Ravenna, mosaics, p. 345 (No. 367, n.IO). 
Scalasaig, Colonsay: pp. 168, 254, 349 (No. 419, n.I); Cinerary Urn, 

pp. 16, 60; cist, pp. 16, 60; dun , p. 122; stand ing stone, p. 71. 
Scalasaig Farm, Colonsay, standing stone, p. 71. 
Scanistle, Islay, standing stone, p. 71. 
Schools of carving, see Caning. 
Scott, James B, lighthouse keeper, p. 203. 
Sculptor, Marshall, J, p. 193. 
Seil (Lorn), pp. 254, 344 (No. 354, n.22). 
Settlements: pp. 11 - 14, 25, fig. 12; Beinn a' Chaisteil, Islay, pp. 77- 8, 80-1 , 

figs. 78 , 80; Kilellan, Islay, pp. 7, 11 , 15, 16, 17, 25, 142-3; Viking, 
Machrins, Colonsay, pp. 17, 32, 152-3, figs. 31 D, 152- 3. 

Sgairail, Islay, fort, p. 100, fig . 100A. 
Shawfield (Glasgow), see Campbell family. 
Shears, pp. 149, 150, 162- 3,213, 246-7 , 349 (No. 418, n.I). 
Sheriff, Alexander, mine manager, p. 322. 
Shielings: pp. 41 -2; Beinn Arnicil , Colonsay, p. 131 ; Beinn Bheag, 

Colonsay, p. 305, fig. 304B; Olrnan Eoin, Colonsay, p. 305, fig. 305; 
Margadale, Islay, pp. 42, 146, 314, fig. 3 15. 

Shun Bheinn, Islay, p. 314. 
Siegeworks, Dunivaig, Islay, pp. 37, 274. 
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Simson, Revd David , mini ster of Ki lchoman and Kilarrow, p. 188. 
Sinclair, Joh n, road surveyor, p. 330. 
--- Peter, mason , p. 349 (No. 412 , n.2). 
Sinderline, see Sunderland, Islay. 
Skellig Michael (Co. Kerry), Ea rly Chri stian monastery, pp. 27, 344 

(No. 354, n.3). 
Skene, William Forbes, historian, pp. 171, 182, 225, 260. 
Skerrols (Skearols, Sterotsa), Islay, pp. 186, 341 (n. 140). 
Slate: as building materia l, pp. 174, 194, 217, 309; in funerary monuments , 

pp. 165, 179 , 181, 188,216,223, 325; as roofing material , pp. 2, 169, 
289- 90, 300-2, 309, 328, 348 (No. 408 , n.6). 

Slate-quarries: Belnahua, pp. 45, 342 (n. 167); Esk nish, Islay, pp. 45, 314, 
342 (n.167); In verlussa, Jura , pp. 2, 45, 2 16; Kilchi aran, Islay , pp. 45, 
309, 342 (n.167), 349 (No. 423, n. 2); Tarbert, Jura, pp. 2, 45. 

Small cairns: An Sithean, Islay , pp. 13- 14, 123-6, 139, fi gs. 124-5; 
Ardmenish , Jura, pp . 127, 157; Borra ichill Mor, Bridgend, Islay, pp. 
106, \31 - 2, fig. 131B; Druim a' Chreaga in , Jura , p. 135; Druim Mor, 
Oronsay, pp. 13, \35-6, fi gs. 136 and opp. p. 136; Garvard , Colonsay, 
pp. 13, 138, fig . 138; Glacan Daraich, Islay, pp. 139-40, fi g. 139; 
Goirtean, Dubh, Islay, p. 141 ; Larach Liath , Islay, pp. 143-4, fig. 
144B; Laraichean Buidhe, Islay, p. 145, fi g. 145A; Smaull , Islay, p. 
146. 

Small Isles Harbour, Craighouse, Jura, old pier, pp. 46, 330. 
Smaull, Islay: hut-circle, p. 146, fig. 146C; millstone-q uarry, p. 45; tenant 

in, p. 345 (No. 366, n. 10); township, p. 156; see also Cladh Haco. 
Smith, Mary, wife of Donald Melndior, p. 165. 
Smiths, pp . 30, 148, fig. 31 F. 
Somerled, p. 28 1. 
Soroby (Tiree), cross-slab, pp . 29, 169. 
Souterrains, pp. 25 , 142- 3. 
South Ardachy, Islay, lead-mine, p. 322. 
Sron Dubh, Islay, fort , pp . 21, 100, fi g. 100B. 
Sruthan a' Mhuilinn Duibh, Colonsay, horizontal mill , p. 330. 
Sruthan na Cille, Islay, dun, p. 122, fig . 122e. 
Stables, stable-blocks, pp. 284, 289, 295, 297 , 309, 311. 
Stack-stances, p. 306, fi g. 308A, B. 
Standing stones: pp. 10- 11 ,28, fi g. 8; Achnancarranan, Islay, pp. 10, 63, 

fig. 63A, B; Ardfernal , Jura , p. 63, fig. 63C; Ardtalla , Isla y. p. 63, fig. 
63E; Ba ile T harbhach, Islay, p. 63 , fi g. 63F; Ba llinaby, Islay, pp. 29, 
63-4, 147, 149, fig. 64A; Beinn Cham, Islay, p. 64, fig. 64B; Buaile 
Riabhach, Scalasaig, Co lonsay, p. 52, fi g. 52A, B; Camas an Staca, 
Jura , p. 64, fig. 64C; Camas nan Geall (A rdnamurchan), p. 11 ; Carn 
G las, Ardskenish, Colonsay, p. 64; Carragh a' Ghlinne, Jura, pp. 9, 
10, 64-5, fig. 64D; Carragh Bhan, Islay, p. 65, fi g. 65A, B; Cill 
Chaluim Chi lie, Tarbert, Jura, p. 162, fi g. 162B, C; C1achan Ceann 
ile, Islay, p. 65; Clach an Tiompain , Islay, p. 65; Clach a' Pheanais, 
Colonsay , p. 65; Clagga in Bay, Islay, p. 65; Cnoc a' Charra igh, 
Colonsay, pp. 10, 65; Cnoc a' Charraigh , Islay, p . 65; Cnoc nan 
G uaillea n, Islay, p. 66, fi g. 66A; Coille a' Chnoic Mhoir, Islay, p. 66; 
Cornabus, Islay, p. 66, fig. 66B; Druim nam Madagan, Islay, p. 67; 
' Fingal's Limpet Hammers', Drumclach , Colonsay , pp. 10, 59, 68, fi g. 
69A, B; Finlaggan, Islay, p. 68; Fo reland House, Islay, p. 68; 
Gartacha rra , Islay, p. 68 , fig. 68C; Garvard , Colonsay , p. 68, fi g. 68D; 
G lac a' C ha rraigh, Islay, p. 68; Gleann Droighneach , Islay, pp. 68- 9; 
Gortanili vorrie, Islay , p. 69, fig. 69A; Kelsay, Islay, p. 69; Kepolls, 
Islay , p. 69; Kilbride, Islay, pp. 62, 69, fig. 69B; Knockdon, Islay, p. 
69 , fig. 69C; Knocklearoch, Islay, pp. 10, 69; Knockrome, Jura, 
pp. 69- 70, fig. 70A, B; Lagavulin , Islay, pp. 10, 54-5, 70, fig . 70C; 
Leargybreck, Jura, p. 70; Machrins, Colonsay, p. 70; Mullach Dubh, 
Islay, p. 70, fi g. 70D; Neriby, Islay, p. 70; Port Ellen, Islay, p. 70, fig . 
71A; Sannaig, Jura, pp. 10, 7(}-1 , fi g. 70E; Scalasaig, Co lonsay, p. 71; 
Scalasaig Farm, Colonsay, p. 71; Scanistle, Islay, p. 71 ; Strone, Jura , 
pp. 10,71, fi g. 71B; Suidh ' an Eoin Mar, Islay, pp. 71- 2; Sunderland, 
Islay, pp. 8, 60; Tarbert , Jura, pp. 10, 72, 162; Trudernish, Islay, 
p. 72, fig. 71C; Try, Gulval (Cornwall), p. 60; Uisken tuie, Islay, p. 72, 
fig. 72; see also Carraig Mhic a' Phi. 

Starch mill, Gartachossan, Islay, p. 342 (n.171). 
Starchmill, Islay, cist, p. 60. 
Steadings: Ardnave House, Islay, pp. 44, 284, fi g. 284B; Colo nsay and 

Oronsay, pp. 43-4; Islay House, Home Farm, pp . 44, 295, fi gs. 29 1B, 
295; Kilchiaran, Islay, pp . 43, 309- 11 , fi gs. 309- 11 ; Maa m (Mid 
Argyll), p. 43. 

Stevenson, Alan, engineer, p. 329. 
--- David, engineer, p. 329. 
~~ Robert, engineer, pp. 46, 329, 350 (No. 442, n. I). 
--- Thomas, engineer, p. 329. 
Steward, James, son of James, p. 215. 



Stone circles: pp. 10, 131, fig. 8; Ardilislry, Islay, pp . 10, 63, fi g. 630 ; 
Aucheleffan (Arran), p. 10; Culloon, Islay, pp. 4, 10, 66-7, figs. 66C, 
0 , 67; Hough (Tiree), p. 10. 

Stoup, pp. 279, 348 (No. 404, n.6). fig . 279B. 
Strand (The), Colonsay, pp. 330, 347 (No. 386, n.35) . 
Strathcona and Mount Royal, Dona ld Alexander Smilh , I si Lord, p. 289. 
Stremnishmore, Islay, p . 312. 
Strone, Jura, slanding slones, pp. 10, 71, fi g. 71 B. 
Strontian (Norlh Argyll) , lead mines, p. 45 . 
Suidh' an Eoin Mor, Islay, slanding slone, pp . 71-2. 
Sunderland, Islay: Campbell famil y, pp. 41. 199,301; ciSIS and slanding 

Slone, 8- 9, 16, 60; gold objecls, pp. 8, 11 , 16, 60, fi g. 11 A, B; urns, pp. 
8, 16,60. 

Sundials, pp. 252, 289, 329- 30, figs. 252C, 289B, 328B, 329c. 
Surveyors: see Gemmil, William; Langlands, George; McDougall, Slephcn; 

Sinclair, John ; Wilson, David ; a/ld Young, ?J. 

Tais Bheinn, Islay, cairn, p. 56. 
Tallant, Bowmore, Islay: ca irn , pp. 7, 56, fig . 56A; horse-gang, p. 34 1 

(n.162) . 
Tarbert, Jura; slale-q uarry, p. 45; slanding stone, pp . 10, 72, 162; see also 

CiII Chaluim Chille, Tarbert. 
Taylor, John, lead-mincr, p. 323. 
Teampull a' Ghlinne, Colonsay, chapel, pp. 130, 258-9, fi gs. 33 (G) , 258 B, 

C. 
ITearlach, p. 230. 
Teignmouth, Charles Johl1 Shore, Lord , traveller, pp. 41 , 43 , 300- 1. 
Telford, Thomas, a rchilect and engineer, pp. 39, 256, 297, 326. 
Tenter frames, p. 328. 
Texa, Islay, chapel and burial-ground, pp . 34, 259-61 , 347 (No. 39 1, 11 .6), 

fi gs. 33 (1), 259- 60, 261 A- D. 
Textile manufacture, pp . 30, 45, 148- 50,3 14, 327- 8,342 (n.17 1). 
Thatch, thatching, pp . 42- 3, 180,287, 305- 6, 309,3 15,348 (No. 408, n.6), 

349 (No. 426, 11 .2) , figs. 39, 40, 42- 3, 287C, D, 306- 8. 
Thomas, son of Patrick (? Beaton), p. 200. 
Threshing-mills, pp. 43- 5, 309, fi gs. 310-11. 
Tighcargaman, Port Ellen, Islay, cross-fragment, pp. 26 1- 2, fi g. 26 1 E. 
Tiles: drainage, pp. 45, 321; roofing, pp. 287, 348 (No. 408, n.6). 
Tileworks, Foreland , Islay, pp. 45, 321, fi g. 32 1 B, C. 
Tiree (Argyll ): pp. 20, 23 , 77; Dun Ibrig, dun, p. 25; Dun Mar, Vaul, 

broch, pp. 25, 11 8; Dun nan Gall , fort, p. 25; Hough, sto ne circles, 
p. 10; kelp induslry, p. 46; souterrain s, p. 25. 

Tobar an t-sagairt, Kilbride, Islay, p. 193. 
Tobar an t-sagairt, Tockmal, Islay, p. 262. 
Tobar Chaluim Chille, Colonsay, p. 262. 
Tobar Chaluim Chille, Eileach an Naoimh, pp . 170-1, 176. 
Tobar Chaluim Chille, Lunga, p. 262. 
Tobar Chaluim Chille, Tarbert, Jura, 162. 
Tobar Fuar, Colonsay, dun , pp. 122- 3, figs. 1220, 123A. 
Tobar Haco, Islay, p. 167. 
Tobar Lasrach, Islay, p. 167. 
Tobar Leac nam Fiann, Lealt, Jura, p. 262. 
Tobar Odhrain, Colonsay House, pp . 257, 290. 
Tockmal, Islay: chapel, pp. 41 , 262, 315, 318, figs. 26 (S) , 262A, 316- 17; 

cup-and-ring markings, pp. 41 , 62, 349 (No. 427, n. I), fi g. 316; 
township, pp. 41 , 262 , 315-18, 342 (n. 169), figs. 316-17, 3 18A. 

Toolbooth, Dysart (Fife), p. 34 1 (n.133). 
Topography: pp. 1- 2, fi g. I; see also end-maps (I- IV). 
Torloisk (Mull), MacLea n famil y, pp. 164-5 . 
Torran Dubha, Ardlussa, Jura, corn-drying kiln , pp. 304, 318, fi g. 318A. 
Torr an Tuirc, Colonsay, hUI-circle, p. 146, fig . 1460. 
Towers (ornamental), Islay House, p. 296, fi g. 296. 
Tower-houses, pp. 36-7, 263--4. 
Townships: pp. 41 - 3; An Carn , Ju ra, pp. 41. 302-5, fi gs. 303, 304A; 

Cnocbreac, Jura , p. 168; Con isby, Islay, pp. 43--4; C ultoon (near), 
Islay, p. 109; Dun Eibhinn , Co lonsay, pp. 36, 41, 90, fi g. 90A; Dun 
Nosebridge, Islay, pp. 41 , 95, 343 (No. 157, n. I), fi g. 94; Ghrasdail , 
Islay, p. 349 (No. 427, n.2); Keils, Jura , pp. 42- 3, 306-9, fi gs. 306 B, 
C, 307- 8; Kilbraenan , Bridgend, Isla y, p. 193; Kilehiaran , Islay , pp . 
43 , 309; Killea rn ada le, Jura, p. 163; Kilsleven, Islay , p. 41 ; 
Knocklea roch , Islay, pp. 41. 323; Lurab us, Islay, pp . 41 , 312- 14, 318, 
349 (No. 424, n.3), figs. 3 13- 14; Riasg Buidhe, Co lonsay, pp. 43 , 256-
7, 314-15; Tockmal, Islay, pp. 41. 262 , 315-18, 342 (11.169), fi gs. 3 16-
17,3 18A. 

Traigh Bhan, Islay, eisls, pp. 8, 15, 18, 60-1 , fi g. 60 . 
Tr:iigh Ghruineard, Islay, battle, pp. 37,2 19,263. 

Traigh Mhachair, Islay, dun , p. 123, fig. 123 B. 
Traigh nam Barc, Colonsay, Viking burial , pp . 153,34 1 (n.121). 
Treshnish Isles (M ull ), see Cairn burgh Castie. 
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Trodigal, Machrihanish (Kintyre) , sa ndstone, p. 348 (No. 403, n.2). 
Trudernish, Islay: Campbcll family , p. 215; cross-marked stone, p. 263, fig. 

262B; sland ing stone, p. 72, fi g. 71e: see also CiII a' Chubein a/ld CiII 
an Ailein, Trudernish. 

Trudernish Point, Islay, fort , pp. 22, 94, 101 , 11 2, fig . 101. 
Try, G ulva l (Cornwa ll ). cist and standing stone, p. 60. 

Uamh Bhreacain, Jura, cave, p. 19. 
Uamh Lag na Ca pull, Jura, cave, p. 19. 
Uamh 'Heorredh" Colonsay, cave, p. 18. 
Uamh MhOr, Islay, cave, p. 18. 
Uamh Muinntir I, Jura, cave, p. 19. 
Uamh na Baintighearna, Colonsay, cave, p. 18. 
Uamh na Mine, Kiloran Bay, Colonsay: cave, p. 18; cup-mark ings, pp. 9, 

18, 62. 
Uamh Righ, Loch Tarbert, Jura, see King's Cave, 
Uamh Ur (Crystal Spring Cavern, New Cave), Colonsay, cave, pp. 18,25. 
Uiskentuie, Islay, standing stone, p. 72 , fig . 72 . 
Ulster: sandslone, pp. 235, 348 (No. 403 , n.2); see also Antrim, Derry alld 

Urney, 
Upper Cragabus, Islay: p. 312; cairns, pp. 7, 56, 
Uragaig, Colonsay: p. 28 1; cists, pp . 8, 15, 61. 
Urney (Co. Tyrone), rectory, p. 184. 
Urns: pp. 8, 16, 57, 58, 59, 60, fi g. 9; see also Cinerary Urns, 

Viking period: pp. 28, 29-32,147- 53, 170, 171, 182, figs. 30- 1, 147- 51; 
buria ls, pp . 29- 32, Ardskenish, Colonsay, p. 147; Ballinaby, Islay, pp. 
29- 31, 147-9, 150, fi gs. 3 1A, B, F, 147- 8, 149A, B; Cam a' Bharraich, 
Oronsay, pp. 29-3 1, 149, fi g. 149C, D; Cnoc nan Ga ll , Colonsay, pp. 
30, 150; Cruach Mhor, [slay, pp. 17,30- 1, 150; Druim Arstail , 
Oronsay, pp. 29- 30, 150; Gri shipoll , Co li (Argyll ), p. 9; Kiloran Bay, 
Co lonsay, pp. 28, 29- 3 1, 148, ISO-I , fi gs. 30, 31E, 150- 1; Lochan 
Chi lie Moire, Oronsay, pp. 30, 152; Mach!'ins, Colonsay, pp. 17,29-
32, 152- 3, fi gs. 310 , 152- 3; Newton , Islay, pp. 29, 31, 153; Traigh 
nam Barc, Colonsay, p. 153; sett lement, pp . 32, 152- 3,341 (n .121), 
fi gs. 152- 3. 

Villages, see Planned villages, 
Vitrifaction, pp. 22, 93--4, 10 I, I 12. 

Walker, Revd Or John , traveller, p. 322. 
Ward, Falher Cornelius, Franciscan missionary, p. 260. 
Wardrop, John, mason, p. 189. 
Warehouses, pp. 285, 323, 325, fi gs. 285B, C, 286A. 
Watermills, see Mills, 
Water-power, pp. 43, 45, 309, 315, 318, 320, 327- 8, 330, 342 (nn .169, 171), 

figs. 3 I 0- 1 I . 
Water-supply: pp . 230, 264-5 , 266; fo r distilleries, p. 323, fi g. 324A; see 

also Wells, 
Weaver's house, Bowmore, Islay, p. 42, fig. 42. 
Wells: Dun Athad, Islay, p. 265; Dunivaig Cas tle, Islay, pp . 27 1- 2, 274; 

Eilean Ma r, Finlagga n, Islay , pp . 278- 9; Lura bus, Islay, p. 3 12; Riasg 
Buidhe, Colonsay, p. 257; Tobar an t-saga in, Kilbride, Islay, p. 193; 
Toba r an l-sagain , Tockmal, [slay, p. 262; Tobar Chaluim Chille, 
Co lonsay , p. 262; Tobar Chalu im Chi lie, Eileach an Naoim h, pp. 
170- 1, 176; Tobar Cha luim Chi lie, Lun ga, p. 262; Toba r Cha luim 
Chille, Ta rben , Jura, p. 162; Tobar Haco, Islay, p. 167; Tobar 
Lasrach, Islay, p. 167; Tobar Leac nam Fiann, Lealt, Ju ra, p. 262; 
Tobar Odhrain , Colonsay House, pp . 257, 290; see also Water supply, 

Wemyss and March, Francis Chan eri s, 8lh Ea rl of, p. 302; see also 
Campbell, Lady Elea nor. 

Wemysshaven, see Port Wemyss, Islay, 
Westminster Abbey (London), scul pture, p. 347 (No. 386, n.28). 
Whisky-distilling, see Distilleries alld Illicit st ills, 
Whiterarland Bay, Jura, anchorage, p. 263. 
Wilson, David , engi neer, pp . 3 19, 32 1, 326. 
Woollen mill : Rcd houses, Islay, pp . 45, 327-S, fi g. 327; see also Textile 

manufacture. 

York, St Mary Castlegat e church , cross-head, p. 340, n.103 . 
Young, John, sai lor. p. 162. 
-- ?J, surveyor. p. 350 (No. 437, n.5). 
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