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FOREWORD

Twentieth-century Scotland has a heritage of human endeavour stretching
back some ten thousand years, and a wide range of man-made monuments
survives as proof of that endeavour. The rugged character of much of the
Scottish landscape has helped to preserve many antiquities which elsewhere
have vanished beneath modern development or intensive deep ploughing,
though with some 10,200 km of coastline there has also been an immeasur-
able loss of archaeological sites as a result of marine erosion. Above all,
perhaps, the preservation of such a wide range of monuments should be
credited to Scotland’s abundant reserves of good building stone, allowing
not only the creation of extraordinarily enduring prehistoric houses and
tombs but also the development of such remarkable Scottish specialities as
the medieval tower-house and the iron-age broch. This volume is one of a
series of nine handbooks which have been designed to provide up-to-date
and authoritative introductions to the rich archaeological heritage of the
various regions of Scotland, highlighting the most interesting and best
preserved of the surviving monuments and setting them in their original
social context. The time-scale is the widest possible, from relics of World
War II or the legacy of 19th century industrial booms back through
history and prehistory to the earliest pioneer days of human settlement,
but the emphasis varies from region to region, matching the particular
directions in which each has developed. Some monuments are still
functioning (lighthouses for instance), others are still occupied as homes,
and many have been taken into the care of the State or the National Trust
for Scotland, but each has been chosen as specially deserving a visit.

Thanks to the recent growth of popular interest in these topics, there is an
increasing demand for knowledge to be presented in a readily digestible
form and at a moderate price. In sponsoring this series, therefore, the Royal
Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland
broadens the range of its publications with the aim of making authentic
information about the man-made heritage available to as wide an audience
as possible. This is the second edition of the series, in which more
monuments, museums and visitor centres have been added in order to
reflect the way in which the management and presentation of Scotland’s
past have expanded over the last decade. The excursions section proved very
popular and has been both expanded and illustrated in colour.

The author, lan A G Shepherd, held the post of Regional Archaeologist
throughout the twenty-one-year lifetime of Grampian Regional Council,
where his involvement in Grampian monuments and buildings has included
both surface fieldwork and excavation of sites as widely separated in time
as bronze-age burials and Fyvie Castle. He continues this role in the new
unitary authority, Aberdeenshire Council. He is also familiar with
Grampian archaeology from the air, and many of the aerial photographs
in this volume are his own work. He edited the Proceedings of the Society



of Antiquaries of Scotland for many years and is the author of Gordon:
an illustrated architectural guide (1994).

Monuments have been grouped according to their character and date and,
although only the finest, most interesting or best preserved have been
described in detail, attention has also been drawn to other sites worth
visiting in the vicinity. Each section has its own explanatory introduction,
beginning with the most recent monuments and gradually retreating in time
back to the earliest traces of prehistoric man.

Each major monument is numbered and identified by its district so that
it may easily be located on the end- map, but it is recommended that the
visitor should also use the relevant 1:50,000 maps published by the
Ordnance Survey as its Landranger Series, particularly for the more remote
sites. Sheet nos 27, 28, 29, 30, 36, 37, 38, 43, 44, and 45 cover North-east
Scotland. The National Grid Reference for each site is provided
(eg NJ 684152) as well as local directions at the head of each entry.

An asterisk (+) indicates that the site is subject to restricted hours of
opening; unless attributed to Historic Scotland or the National Trust for
Scotland (NTS), the visitor should assume the monument to be in private
ownership and should seek permission locally to view it. It is of course vital
that visitors to any monument should observe the country code and take
special care to fasten gates. Where a church is locked, it is often possible to
obtain the key from the local manse, post office or general store.

We have made an attempt to estimate how accessible each monument
may be for disabled visitors, indicated at the head of each entry by a
wheelchair logo and a number: 1=easy access for all visitors, including
those in wheelchairs; 2=reasonable access for pedestrians but restricted
access for wheelchairs; 3=restricted access for all disabled but a good view
from the road or parking area; 4=access for the able-bodied only.

Many of the sites mentioned in this handbook are held in trust for the
nation by the Secretary of State for Scotland and cared for on his behalf by
Historic Scotland. Further information about these monuments, including
details of guidebooks to individual properties, can be obtained from
Historic Scotland, Longmore House, Salisbury Place, Edinburgh EH9 1SH.
Information about properties in the care of the National Trust for Scotland
can be obtained from the National Trust for Scotland, 5 Charlotte Square,
Edinburgh EH2 4DU. The abbreviation NMS refers to the National
Museums of Scotland, Edinburgh, whose collections include important
material from North-east Scotland.

ANNA RITCHIE
Series Editor
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INTRODUCTION

‘Over in the west a long line of lights twinkles against the dark. Whin
burning—or the camps of Maglemose?’

THE LAND

By conjuring the image of a band of eight thousand year old hunter-
gatherers lying down for their first night in Scotland, ‘with their tall,
deep-bosomed sinewy mates and their children’, from a cluster of fires seen
across the Mearns in a Spring twilight, Lewis Grassic Gibbon evokes a
central paradox about the North-east of Scotland. Much of this area,
comprising the former counties of Aberdeen, Banff, Kincardine and Moray
(recently Grampian Region, now Aberdeen, Aberdeenshire and Moray), is
rich in history and archaeologys; its people have a lively interest in the past
and the traveller can in places experience a sense of the great age of human
settlement. Yet there are few areas in Scotland whose landscape is so young,
so much the product of a single, hectic burst of activity over the last 250
years.

The agricultural improvements of the 18th and 19th centuries (which had
their roots in small-scale 17th century experiments in crop rotation and tree
planting) wrought such changes on the landscape of Buchan in particular
that the 360° panorama from the Hill of Belnagoak, between Methlick
and New Deer, shows scarcely a single man-made feature-road dyke,
farmhouse, field, even whole towns and villages—that is older than the
beginning of last century. And yet the sense of time-depth persists.

The landscape

of Improvement -
aerial view of
Buchan from
west of Methlick



A tomb of
ancestors; a
skyline long cairn

in Deeside

ABERDEEN AND NORTH-EAST SCOTLAND

Partly this is because, within this ‘landscape of improvement’, enclaves of
the past do survive, whether as tidy National Trust or Historic Scotland
properties, ribbed hillsides of rig and furrow cultivation, grey prehistoric
rings of standing stones or quiet kirkyards. However, a large part of the
explanation must relate to the great size of the region itself. Gibbon entitled
his essay ‘A Land’ (although as a good east-coast Scot he was defining
Scotland in terms of its agricultural heartland on the east), and it is as a
country in more than miniature that we must view the North-east.

Extending to 3500 square miles or 8700 square kilometres (11.3% of the
Scottish landmass, see map on back end-paper), it stands in many ways
remote from the rest of Scotland. On the way to nowhere but itself, its
people quietly, sometimes dourly self-sufficient, it is even furnished with its
own southern frontier, the broad estuary of the Esks, although at some
periods, during much of prehistory in particular, the real boundary seems
to have been to the north, beyond the rich rolling farmland of the Mearns
and hard by the hilly ramparts of the Mounth. Four other areas, defined
broadly in terms of the evidence for settlement that they contain, lie to
north and west of the Mounth: Deeside, the Garioch, Buchan and Moray.
These areas are spread out on a series of broad plateaux at decreasing alti-
tudes, which tilt northwards and eastwards to the sea from the Cairngorm
massif in the south-west. A land of open, varied country, with some steep-
er slopes and massifs rising above the extensive plains and basins. These
landforms were subject to the effects of the last glaciation, from which the
area would have been recovering by ¢ 12,000 BC. The movement of the ice
enhanced slopes, deepened river channels and deposited shattered rock,
clay, gravel and sand across the area. With the mountains to the west,
Grampian is a land of fairly gradual climatic changes: it is also moderately
dry. All in all, many parts of this varied, largely lowland, landscape have
considerable potential for settlement.

The five main sub-areas of the region can be characterized in greater
detail (working from south to north). The Mearns, lying south of the steep
slopes of the Mounth, is now highly fertile, but in the past its heavy soil
would have been difficult to work. This soil, derived from the underlying
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red sandstone, lies in ‘bottom land’ locations which would have impeded
drainage. Deeside, the catchment area of the major river Dee, has relatively
poor land towards its mouth and the enclosing hill-slopes rise quickly to
harsher land, but an important area of sheltered gravel slopes occurs on its
middle reaches in the Howe of Cromar. The Garioch, in contrast, contains
good, well drained soils and comparatively gentle slopes. For our purposes
the Garioch will be taken to refer to the fertile heartland of the north-east,
embracing the Don and Urie rivers and extending westwards to include the
Insch and Rhynie areas. Buchan refers to the great knuckle beyond the
Ythan that juts into the North Sea, as well as the Deveron valley west of the
high ground between Pennan and New Deer. Moray refers to the land
between the great rivers Spey and Findhorn. It contains great variations in
landforms, from the light sandy soils of the Laich to the moorland massifs
to the south.

Routes into the region are, from the west, along the coastal plain from
Inverness, and from the south, through the Mearns and round the high land
at Stonehaven. Otherwise more hazardous hill and mountain passes, of
which there are 14 over the Mounth, had to be used.

THE FIRST INHABITANTS

Man first reveals himself in North-east Scotland in two unobtrusive,
barely perceptible ways. First as handfuls of tiny flint flakes, garnered from
the haughs of the Dee and the Ythan and the coastal sand systems of Forvie
or Culbin, which represent toolkits for the manufacture of bone fish-spears
and other implements of hunting, and second as a few oscillations in the
pollen diagram from Braeroddach Loch, Cromar. Yet these meagre data
speak of centuries of exploration, hunting, fishing and forest-firing by the
hunters and their ‘deep-bosomed mates’ who had followed the retreating
ice northwards more than 8000 years ago. Travelling by the coast and
penetrating the north-east along the wooded thickets of the Dee and the
Ythan, theirs was a way of life with a certain structure, being based on
the cycles of the salmon in the rivers and of the plants and animals in the
forest. We must envisage bands of up to four or five families, thoroughly
attuned to their environment and capable of manipulating it by forest fires
designed to increase the browsing for game, moving regularly over vast
forested territories according to the season.

For over 2000 years this way of life endured: its end came gradually, the
result of increasing contact with small groups of incomers who possessed
the knowledge and skills of farming. From around 4000 BC small family
groups with origins ultimately amongst the farming communities of north-
west Europe crossed to the east coast of Britain and established themselves
in settlements which relied largely on the growing of wheat and barley
and the raising of sheep and cattle. The earliest traces of these people are
represented by the Balbridie timber hall excavated on Deeside and the
series of long cairns and barrows, trapezoidal or oval in plan, that speak of
the importance of ancestors to these communities. Such cairns were
constructed on skylines within sight of the fields of the community by
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members of the lineage working as a unit over a considerable time (¢ 6000
man-hours in the case of the Dalladies mound in the Mearns), stressing
the importance of the group as opposed to the individual. The origins of
monument-building may lie in the relations between the hunter-gatherers
and the incomers. Conflicts within the latter group could therefore
be resolved by appeal, through rituals invoking the mystery of death
conducted at the tomb, to the common ancestors who were still present at
the heart of the community.

From the distribution of neolithic pottery and polished stone axes the core
areas of settlement in the fourth millennium can be inferred to be the
Garioch and the Laich of Moray. However, the two dozen or so long cairns
and barrows in North-east Scotland show an interesting absence from these
core areas (barring three simple examples) and instead cluster in the
Mearns, east Buchan, and the lower Deveron where several complex
monuments are found. This pattern may be interpreted as indicating the
colonisation of areas adjacent to the core areas of settlement by groups that
came into competition as a result of the shortage of good land in the new
areas.

Neolithic settlement in eastern Buchan would have been favoured by
the existence of substantial deposits of flint gravels, which were exploited
during the third millennium BC at Den of Boddam.

Another type of neolithic burial monument that has a well defined
distribution in SW Moray is the Clava cairn. Such cairns have strong links
with the recumbent stone circles of the North-east which have traditionally
been dated to the second millennium. However, the links between the two
types (emphasis on a south-western orientation of major elements, use of
quartz, cup-marks, and graded standing stones), their mutually exclusive
distributions and the fact that they are both the result of well organised
group efforts suggest that they should be viewed as third-millennium
achievements. Although these rings of stone are now cold and remote from
our experience, we should envisage them alive with the flickering of
firelight, the gleam of the moon and the insistent drumming of fertility
rituals.

POWER AND PRESTIGE

By the middle of the third millennium BC the Garioch had become the main
focus for settlement and ritual to the extent that all four of the ceremonial
centres known as henges that are recorded in North-east Scotland are to
be found in this area. It is possible that they were built or modified in
response to a challenge to the supremacy of the area from individuals in
Buchan who had acquired a new, high status pottery called beakers. The
initial makers of such pottery were metalworkers from the Netherlands who
came to eastern Scotland and England. It may be that the old links between
the Deveron basin and Ireland, seen in neolithic pottery from Auchterless
and Old Deer and in the origin of the recumbent stone circles and the
stone-axe trade, were revived at this time for the import of Irish copper.
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Certainly the concentration of stone moulds on the Deveron indicates early
metalworking. Whatever the mechanism, the new, seemingly magical skills
of metalworking and the change in burial rite to inhumation of individuals
in single short cists both represented a means for individuals to acquire and
demonstrate status independent of the traditional, group-dominated ways.

It is striking that the earliest beakers (with two exceptions) avoid the
traditional power centres of the Laich and the Garioch. However, it is only
in Buchan that a complete sequence of beaker pottery can be traced, while
it is also no accident that the earliest type of metal dagger was found in
Auchterless. Such evidence suggests that certain individuals in Buchan
rapidly acquired the means of controlling the manufacture and distribution
of prestige goods. The Garioch was not to catch up for several generations:
eventually a large number of local copies of late Dutch metalworkers’
beakers were made and deposited in cists. The manner in which beakers are
found on sites representative of the earlier social order suggests, if not a
deliberate slighting of the power and authority that they represent, at
least the establishment of a new ritual benchmark, a point of change. For
example, fragments of four beakers were placed in the neolithic burial
mound at Pitglassie, Auchterless, most of one beaker and fragments of two
others were placed in a pit beside the similar mound at Boghead, Fochabers
and one was deposited in a pit as the final traceable act at the Berrybrae
stone circle. An important, if enigmatic, type of ceremonial object which
was well represented in the North-east at this time is the carved stone ball.
Sometimes enhanced with intricate symbols or plastic ornament, both
reminiscent of late neolithic pottery, the possession of such balls as that
from Towie may have conferred particular power or prestige on an
individual.

A symbol of
prestige:

carved stone ball
from Towie,
Strathdon




The disposal of
wealth: a hoard of
flat bronze axes
from Finglenny,
Rhynie
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Bronze technology developed during the second millennium and its
products spread unevenly throughout the north-east: there are interesting
gaps in Cromar and the Mearns. It is clear that bronze axes and halberds in
particular were used in competitive or boundary situations: the eight flat
axes from beneath a stone close to the henge at Finglenny, Rhynie, three of
which had been snapped in half, are an example of ostentatious disposal of
wealth, while the pair of axes found high on a scree at Ballater may mark in
a ritual manner the limit of settlement on Deeside at the time.

Many of the 600 or so round burial cairns belong to this period. Some, such
as those south of Keith or in Strathdon may indicate expansion of settle-
ment into poorer land. Other ritual monuments show a marked reduction
in size during the second millennium; for example, late stone circles such as
Glassel or Templestone, and kerb cairns, often clustered close together as at
Forvie or Logie Newton.

DEFENCE AND DISPLAY: CELTS AND PICTS

From around 1200 BC the archaeological record in North-east Scotland
changes in a way that reflects, at a distance, the profound changes that were
taking place in southern Britain and across Europe at this time. Although
the climate was gradually deteriorating (and was adversely affected,
perhaps dramatically, by the eruption of the Icelandic volcano, Hekla, in
1159 BC), agriculture was pursued tenaciously in certain more favoured
areas. This is illustrated by the 1000 year-long phase of continuous
woodland clearance and cultivation seen in the pollen diagram from
Braeroddach Loch, Cromar. From ¢ 1200 BC the slopes around the loch
were being determinedly stripped and ploughed by farmers intent on
planting barley. So enthusiastic was the cultivation that a greatly increased
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volume of sediment built up in the loch, representing bare topsoil that had
been washed downslope into the loch. It is no coincidence that one of the
largest systems of stone clearance heaps to be found in Grampian lies on the

hill above Braeroddach.

The onset of wetter weather would have increased pressure on those
areas with lighter, well-drained soils and slopes with good run off. The
social stress that would have been engendered is indicated by the series of
metalwork hoards deposited in watery contexts, particularly peat bogs,
between the eighth and sixth centuries BC. The occurrence in such hoards
of objects current in north Germany is important in indicating contact of
some kind between North-east Scotland and a Europe that was becoming
increasingly controlled by a hierarchy of warriors and warlords. The
recovery of two bronze parade shields from a moss at Auchmaleddie, New
Deer is a good illustration of this warlike influence (translated into a votive
deposit), as are the local copies of continental bronze swords from Tarves
and other easterly locations. Whether these objects can be interpreted as
evidence of actual incursions of continental warriors has been doubted in
recent years. However, other evidence, such as the more mundane chisel
found in the metal-working area of the Castle Point promontory fort
(no. 73), the timber and stone wall of north European inspiration at the
same fort, or the evidence of a human head cult and armlets found in late
bronze-age levels in the Sculptor’s Cave, Covesea, suggests that at least
some members of the north European Celtic-speaking tribes entered
the north-east during the first millennium BC. In them we can see the
foundations of the hierarchical society that was to exist with little change
for the next 1500 years.

The adoption of iron technology, evidence for which appears ¢ 500 BC,
might initially have been a destabilizing influence in terms of its impact
on existing networks of production and exchange. Control of the
new processes intensified competition between different tribes and
communities. Increased tensions show in the six types of defended
settlement that developed in North-east Scotland during the first
millennium BC, which are impressive in their diversity, both in location and
size. They range from the 21 hectares of the enclosure at 500 m OD on Tap
o’Noth (no. 78) to the ¢ 0.1 ha of the coastal promontory fort of Green
Castle, Portknockie, at an elevation of 25 m. For some communities, the

One of a pair of
bronze parade-
shields deposited
in a moss at
Auchmaliddie,
New Deer,

c 700 BC (Left)

Snake armlet,
cast in bronze,
from the Culbin
Sands, Moray
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need for defence was limited to simple stockaded enclosures; for others,
single circuits of rampart and ditch or small stone-walled affairs would
suffice. In the main, these forts are subdued features, capping
moderate hills. For some communities, however, the aggressiveness of their
(?immigrant) neighbours or the dictates of inter-group rivalry led them to
create more elaborate defensive structures, such as the three ranks of banks
and ditches and the pair of (later) stone walls that crown the Barmekin of
Echt (in whose lea Gibbon completed Grey Granite shortly before he died).

Perhaps the most dramatic forts are those whose walls were built higher and
narrower as a result of baulks of timber set longitudinally and transversely
in the core. The great grey, blank walls that crowned conspicuous heights
such as Dunnideer (no. 75), Tap o’Noth or Doune of Relugas were proud
assertions of their builders’ power and wealth. What we see today at
these sites, tumbled blocks of fused stone or screes of slag-like rubble, tell
of the wreaking of a terrible, if long-postponed, vengeance on such
seemingly invulnerable assertions of power. The timber-lacing in the walls
allowed successful attackers to fire the wall, after much labour in piling
brushwood against it, in order to collapse it. This may have been as much a
psychological as a practical gesture: Tap o’Noth, in particular, would have
burned for days, its flaming defeat visible to all inhabitants of the Garioch.

By the end of the millennium, there are indications that the population
increased and that farming gradually became more controlled. The
concentration of underground storehouses or souterrains in upper Donside
and Cromar speaks of control of production and distribution of
agricultural and dairy produce. The distribution of fine metalwork
(horsegear, weaponry, armlets—aristocratic trappings) coincides well with
such evidence for intensification of farming, particularly on the
Rhynie/Aboyne axis. There is also a concentration on the Culbin Sands,
related to the good soils of the Laich and to the forts there and on the
Findhorn.

The society implied by such fine metalwork as the war trumpet from
Deskford, the chariot burial from Ballindalloch or the citadel of Tap
o’Noth was a warrior aristocracy little different from the barbarian Celtic
tribes on the continent. Indeed, Tacitus records that the Caledonii whom
the Romans encountered were no different from the rest of the Britons or
Gauls in language, religion and rituals. It is important to realise that, as
far as the North-east is concerned, the Romans made little impact. Two
campaigns (c AD 84 and early third century) have left the name of the
north-east tribe (Taezali), the ditches of the legions’ temporary camps, a
few artefacts and an as yet unlocated battle, Mons Graupius, a
‘propaganda victory’ (perhaps just to the north of Bennachie), in which the
tribesmen were defeated but which was not consolidated by the Romans.

Apart from these interruptions (and the possible indirect effect of more
substantial Roman activity in the south which may have brought displaced
natives to the North-east), the tribal society of the early and middle first
millennium AD that we know as Pictish was a development from the
preceding millennium. It was structured under potentates, kings, sub-kings,
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and chiefs, whose culture was of ultimately Celtic origin, as exemplified by
the names of their earliest warriors, Calgacus, ‘the Swordsman’,
Argentocoxos, ‘Silver Leg’. The main evidence for the Picts in North-east
Scotland is the wealth of early representations of art of sub-Roman iron-age
inspiration consisting of animal and object symbols incised on freestanding
boulders and slabs which may have functioned as burial markers, the
existence of placenames beginning with pit (indicating a portion of land) or
containing cardden (copse), some portable objects of high status and
several defended sites, principally the formidable fortress of Burghead.

From the beginning of the 9th century the violent incursions of the Vikings
were besetting Pictland to the north, west and south, and even possibly
affecting the north-east directly: the timber-laced wall at Green Castle,
Portknockie is late enough to have been built against the Norse. By the late
10th or early 11th centuries the tribal Pictish kingdoms in the North-east
had been transformed under Scottish kings from Dalriada in Argyll, who
had been ruling the adjacent kingdoms of the Picts and Scots jointly since
the late 8th century, into areas administered by ‘governors’ and mormaers,
the latter possibly from the families of the former potentates.

Pictish
symbol stone
at Broomend
of Crichie

FEUDALISM

During the 11th century the structure of a fully medieval society developed
under the Canmore dynasty of Scottish kings. The two succeeding centuries
saw rapid changes in the church, military architecture and in the
development of trading settlements. These came about largely through the
adoption of Norman practices in a conscious attempt to extend royal
authority. In the North-east some of the existing magnates and several
members of Anglo-Norman families from the south were granted areas of
land, baronies or knight’s fees (or feus) in return for military service under
the king. The origin of many famous north-east families, eg the Bissets,
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Burnetts and Irvines, can be seen in this process. In turn these magnates
could grant smaller parcels of land to their relations and followers, thereby
creating a centralised system of authority, obligations for services and rents.

The military basis of this system would have been emphasised by the raw
strength of the newly formed mottes or castle mounds from which the
barons would have governed. On a misty day at Duffus (no. 32) or Inverurie,
it is still possible to imagine the starkness of the steep-sided mound of
beaten earth and turf that had been torn from the boggy surroundings and
capped with a strong timber tower. By the early 14th century several notable
stone castles had been established, such as the mighty tower of Drum
(no. 31) and the grim enclosures of Kildrummy (no. 30), Coull, Balvenie
(no. 29) and Fyvie (no. 23).

Significant changes also occurred in the Church, which, after a beginning
that is still imperfectly understood (prior to 1131 there was a bishop’s
seat at Mortlach and very early foundations at Turriff and Aberdour),
positively mushroomed buildings and new communities. The bishoprics of
Aberdeen and Moray were founded in the 1130s when the Scottish diocesan
and parochial structure was reorganised. The earliest extant church in
North-east Scotland is the serene little kirk of Birnie (no. 57), dating from
1140. Of the other 12th-century foundations the abbey at Kinloss (1159)
is largely and the priory of Urquhart (1125) totally destroyed, while the
simple chancel of the priory church of Monymusk (no. 55) (1170) remains.
There was a concentrated bout of parish church building during the 13th
century of which those at Auchindoir (no. 54), Cowie (NO 884873),
Arbuthnott (no. 53), Altyre and Mortlach (no. 56) survive. The abbeys
of Deer and Pluscarden (no. 46) were also founded. However, the most
important and beautiful medieval building in Grampian was Elgin
Cathedral (no. 47, 1224, rebuilt 1270), an expression at once of the wealth,
piety and architectural sophistication of the bishopric of Moray.



INTRODUCTION

The wealth necessary for such a building would have come partly from
revenues from land granted to the cathedral by the king and other rich
barons, but also from a newly expanding class, the burgesses of the
newly founded trading burghs. Aberdeen, Banff, Cullen, Elgin, Forres
and possibly Kincardine had become royal centres by the end of the 12th
century. Such royal burghs were granted rights to conduct markets (and
from 1364 to engage in foreign trade): justice was also administered in
courts held within the burgh by the king’s own officers, the sheriffs.

This apparently well-ordered system was fractured by the Wars of
Independence (1296-1336) of which North-east Scotland felt the first,
brutal phases worst. In 1296 Edward [ of England occupied Elgin,
Aberdeen, Banff, Fyvie, Lumphanan and Dunnottar. In the first decade of
the 14th century Bruce crushed the Comyn earls of Buchan in the battles of
Slioch, Barra and Aiky Brae, part of the ‘harrying of Buchan’, while in 1336
Edward III burned (Old) Aberdeen. In the previous year, the battle of
Culblean, in Cromar, had been an important victory for the Guardian of
Scotland, Sir Andrew Moray.

The struggles between king and baron that occupied the end of the 14th
and the beginning of the 15th century are marked by the continuing
development of castles, as represented by those at Duffus, Darnaway and
Dunnottar, and by the iconoclasm of Alexander Stewart, Earl of Buchan
and ‘Wolf of Badenoch’ in burning Elgin Cathedral (and the burghs of
Forres and Elgin) in 1390. The massive yet sophisticated mid 15th-century
palace of the Bishops of Moray at Spynie was no more than necessary. Elgin
also suffered in 1402 in a raid by Alexander of the Isles. The threat to
the douce traders and farmers of the lowland north-east from ‘Highland
caterans’ is a theme that continues almost to the present: it was perhaps
seen in popular remembrance most dramatically at the battle of Harlaw
(1411), near Inverurie where Donald of the Isles was defeated by the earl
of Mar and sundry burgesses of Aberdeen, which stout burgesses are
commemorated in a singular memorial erected on the site 500 years later by
their successors in burghal office.

Cullen old kirk,
adapted by lairds
and presbyteries
over the centuries
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RENAISSANCE

The later 15th and early 16th century saw the North-east making
considerable intellectual contributions to Scottish life, particularly through
the foundation of the university in 1494 (originally called St Mary’s, later
King’s College) and the publication of the Aberdeen Breviary (1510), Bishop
Elphinstone’s Scots Catholic liturgy. The great heraldic ceiling of St
Machar’s (1520) is a firm statement of Scotland’s role in Catholic Europe.
Greater emphasis on personal salvation led to the foundation of
collegiate churches for the saying of masses for the souls of the dead: the
reconstruction of Cullen church in 1543 as a chantry for Alexander Ogilvie
of that ilk is a particularly good example of this change.

However, a more radical change came in 1560 with the Reformation.
Although it was not pursued as fanatically as in other parts of Scotland, it
still had an immediate impact in the North-east, the choir of St Machar’s
being demolished in 1560 and the lead being stripped off Elgin in 1568.
Another result of the Reformation might be said to be the foundation, in
1593, of the second university in Aberdeen by the Earl Marischal, Lord
Keith, as a purely Protestant establishment in distinction to the traditional-
ist King’s.

The later 16th century was inevitably a period of division in which religious
differences were compounded by endemic family rivalries. In 1562 Mary
Queen of Scots was compelled to campaign against the Catholic Gordon
earl of Huntly whom she defeated at the battle of Corrichie on the slopes of
the Hill of Fare. An indication of the scope for feuds both within and
between families can be gauged from the fact that by the end of the 16th
century two-thirds of some 600 land-owning families in Aberdeenshire
shared just 12 surnames: ie Gordons, Hays, Burnets, Bissets, Frasers,
Forbes, Leiths, Keiths, Leslies, Ogilvies, Farquharsons and Irvines. The
enmity between the Catholic Gordons and the Protestant Forbeses spilled
over into real violence, as at the battle of Tillyangus (1571), the burning of
Corgarff Castle and its inhabitants (immortalised in Edom o’Gordon) as
well as in the rout of the Crabstane (1571). It is little wonder that both the
Frasers and the Forbeses have a tradition that 20 Gordons were done to
death while enjoying their hospitality at either Muchalls (Castle Fraser) or
Druminnor. It has been rightly said (and by a Gordon) that this story
reflects ‘the fact that many people thought that there were at least 20
Gordons who would be the better for the letting of a little life out of them’.
By the end of the 16th century such rivalries were becoming increasingly
translated into more pacific pursuits such as architectural patronage.
The great period of chateau construction and castle refurbishment was
heralded at Huntly by the magnificent Gordon ‘palace’ of ¢ 1550 and the
later French (1606) oriels and heraldic doorway and by the completion of
the Forbes range at Tolquhon in 1584. The most consummate work includes
Fraser (1565-1618), the Seton work at Fyvie (c 1600) and, the most sublime,
Craigievar (1626). And yet, amidst this high flowering of the Scots
renaissance in the North-east the life of the lesser folk was still uncertain, if
not unspeakably cruel, as the burning of nearly 20 so-called ‘witches’ by
‘triumphant Calvinists’ in Aberdeen in 1597 testifies.
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In many respects this catalogue of opposites continued throughout the 17th
century in the North-east as a result of the religious divisions centering on
the Civil War and Covenanters. Aberdeen was mercilessly sacked in 1644 by
the highlanders of the Marquess of Montrose, and Dunnottar was beseiged
and Brodie Castle burned in 1645, yet in general the North-east again
proved unwilling to endorse wholeheartedly savage religious intolerance,
although the treatment of those imprisoned in Dunnottar in 1685 can
scarcely be described as gentle. However, the attempts in the middle of the
century by the ‘Aberdeen Doctors’ to preserve the unity of a moderate
Protestant reformation mirror in some respects the European perspective of
the late medieval Aberdeen bishops such as Dunbar and Elphinstone.

THE AGE OF IMPROVEMENT

The roots of many of the changes which took place in the classic period of
agricultural and economic improvement in the 18th and 19th centuries can
be found in the 17th century. For example, the quarrying and burning of
lime for fertiliser began in the 17th century near Strichen and in Strathisla,
while some experiments with crop rotation, including the introduction of
peas, also had 17th-century beginnings. Tree planting to remedy centuries
of felling that had laid much of the north-east landscape bare and
wind-swept began at Brodie in 1650.

In spite of some problems caused by such Jacobite diversions as the landing
of the Old Pretender at Peterhead and his proclamation at the Mercat Cross
in Aberdeen, the 18th century did see great improvements. The principal
instigators of change were landowners like Sir Archibald Grant of
Monymusk, Barclay of Urie and James Anderson of Udny who granted
‘improving leases’ to selected tenants. Under these leases the small,
medieval multiple tenancies based on an infield/outfield/pasture system in
which a limited range of crops, principally oats, was cultivated on stony,
high-backed rigs by teams of oxen held in common was to be replaced by
longer, more varied crop rotations in larger, enclosed fields. Such methods
increased agricultural production markedly, but also displaced many
former tenants.

In order to provide markets for the increased produce and also to redeploy
some of the displaced labour, a considerable number of new settlements
or planned villages were established throughout the north-east, principally
between 1750 (New Keith) and 1825 (Lumsden). (Several new fishing
villages had already been established on the north coast in the early years
of the 18th century: they were to be followed by others, eg Burghead, a
century later.) As with the farming improvements, the initiative generally
came from landowners with the capital, the enterprise and the vision. This
latter quality was sometimes over-inflated, as James Boswell noted on his
visit to Laurencekirk in 1773:

‘Lord Gardenston is the proprietor ... and has encouraged
the building of a manufacturing village, of which he is
exceedingly fond, and has written a pampbhlet upon it, as if he
had founded Thebes ...’
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Laurencekirk was described as a ‘manufacturing village’ and it is clear that
many of the tenants of these new villages were expected to practise cottage
industries such as spinning and weaving. Newspaper advertisements of 1772
encouraged weavers to settle in New Byth with guarantees of “... the work
in their own homes, and that for twelve month certain’. However, planned
villages in North-east Scotland remained largely agricultural in nature as
craft workers were drawn off to the emerging industrial centre of Aberdeen
to work in, for example, paper mills (Peterculter mill opened 1751;
Stoneywood 1771) or to woollen mills in Elgin and Keith. Remarkably
large-scale woollen factories were also established in rural locations at
Garlogie and Cothal. (Flax milling also came early to the north-east, the
first one in Scotland being opened in Inverbervie in 1788.)

Landowners also initiated major tree-planting schemes at, for example,
Monymusk estate (where 50 million trees are claimed) and at Haddo.

Such improving landowners and other ‘heritors’ in a parish also provided
money for new church building, in particular during the middle decades of
the 18th century. This was partly because the existing churches were by now
in very poor condition and largely in response to the demands of the
rigorous Presbyterian liturgy, which emphasised the preaching of the word,
that had been finally accepted by the last decade of the 17th century in the
‘church by law established’. This settlement was not without hardship to
many north-east ministers of Episcopalian bent, some of whom were to
make a distinctive contribution to the Jacobite cause. This is the period of
the characteristic plain rectangular or T-plan kirk, the word being preached
from imposing pulpits set in the centre of the congregation, as at Dyke,
with its grandiose three-decker of 1781. The continuing influence of the
lairds can be seen in many kirks, most engagingly in the memorials at
Monymusk and most remarkably in the laird’s loft and stained glass of
Fyvie. This established church was riven in 1843 by the Disruption in which
almost one third of clergy and congregations left, on the issue of heritors’
influence, to form the Free Church. Their return, barring some rumps, in
1929 has produced a legacy of many 19th century buildings now redundant.
Some were architecturally distinguished, such as Trinity Alvah, Banff, or
Strathbogie, Huntly, founded as a result of the Marnoch case, a precursor
of the Disruption.

By the end of the 18th century communications at last began to improve.
Several important stone, and later, iron, bridges were built and from 1800



INTRODUCTION

began to become part of the system of improved turnpike roads. Great
improvements were also made to the harbours of the region, beginning with
the building of Peterhead’s in 1773. Lighthouses were constructed, the first
in Scotland to be lit by the newly appointed Commissioners for the
Northern Lights being that on Kinnaird Head in Fraserburgh, in 1787
(no. 16). In 1820 the clipper, the Tourist, started plying between Aberdeen
and Leith, slashing the journey time to the south.

The importance of Aberdeen as an import/export point was considerably
increased in 1805 by the opening of the Aberdeenshire canal which ran to
Port Elphinstone, beside Inverurie. This permitted fertiliser, agricultural
implements and tile drains to be carried into the centre of the Garioch to
fuel the continuing agricultural improvements and also allowed the export
of the produce of the area, such as grain, meal, stone, slates. Grampian’s
canal age was to be short, however, for in 1850 the canal was bought by the
Aberdeen Huntly railway company (which became the Great North of
Scotland Railway) who used much of its bed for their line. This new age
developed rapidly and by 1865 twenty-two other lines had been established,
which, with the turnpikes, formed at long last an efficient communications
system for the north-east.

Many industries flourished during the 19th century, including those
mentioned above whose origins were in the 18th century: the huge water
wheel from the Grandhome woollen mill now in the Royal Museum of
Scotland is an example of the scale of this industry. Granite quarries
became increasingly numerous: the first major example was at Cairngall,
Longside (1808): the mechanisation of 1834 allowed the industry to expand
into world markets. The Foudland slate quarries also flourished. After the
Act against small distilleries of 1814, the licensing that began in 1823 (at
Glenlivet) led to the industry we see today.

Agricultural improvement continued with unrelenting toil, aided from the
1840s by underground tile drainage and improved ploughs. Between 1814
and 1840, 2000 acres of ‘waste’ on the Dunecht estates were reclaimed,
while between 1807 and 1877 the tilled area of Kincardine increased by
70%. Improving tenancies would be taken even on the most unpromising
land. A tide line of impoverished crofts can be seen on Bennachie, on the
Buchan mosses (eg encircling Middlemuir Moss) and on upper Deeside.

By the end of the 19th century much of the landscape of the north-east
that we see today had been formed, barring the particular contribution of
modern forestry. The townscapes had also been transformed, none more so
than Aberdeen’s which benefited from three fine architects, Archibald
Simpson and John Smith in the early 19th century and, subsequently,
Marshall Mackenzie who with grace, boldness and flair rose to the
challenge of building in that most intractable but beautiful of materials,
granite. Buildings of classical inspiration such as the Music Hall (1822), the
Clydesdale Bank (1839/42) or the layout of the townscape around Bon
Accord Square show Simpson working at his graceful best, while Smith’s
screen for St Nicholas’s kirkyard is cool and precise. Mackenzie’s Art
Gallery, War Memorial, and Marischal College are confident, poised and
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capricious in turn. These three architects also worked throughout the
North-east, creating a wealth of eclectic country houses, both baronial and
classical, as well as contributing to some excellent townscapes (eg Huntly).

No account of the recent history of the North-east would be complete
without an acknowledgment of the role that the area, Deeside in particular,
occupies in popular imagination as a result of its association with the Royal
Family. Barring George IV’s short but extravagant visit to Edinburgh in
1822, no British monarch between Charles II and Queen Victoria visited
Scotland. The purchase, therefore, in 1852 of the Balmoral estate by Prince
Albert stimulated considerable interest in the north-east, while the building
of William Smith’s Balmoral Castle (1855) showed the royal couple to be
major supporters of a comparatively restrained version of the Scots
Baronial style. This, and the Queen’s evident pleasure in local history and
landscape and in the ‘naturalness and dignity’ of the inhabitants, fuelled the
taste for the romantic that was already developing throughout Britain. That
this taste extended to the hosting of such Highland Gatherings as the one
portrayed by S Bough (see page 34) (with an origin in societies like
the Lonach, founded 1822), which run counter to the lowland north-east
Scot’s distaste of most things Highland, is but one more delightful paradox
of this most diverse region.

~
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Note: Access to the interiors of certain properties in the care of the National Trust
for Scotland or Historic Scotland is limited to the months between May and
September. Furthermore the NTS houses are generally open only in the afternoons;
visitors are advised to check on opening times.

Opportunities abound in North-east Scotland for rewarding, self-guided touring.
Several of the early sites in central Aberdeenshire are signposted and interpreted as
part of The Stone Circle, a trail for which a souvenir booklet is available.

Leave Aberdeen by the A 944 road to Alford. At Kingswells roundabout,
3km from the outskirts of Aberdeen, turn right (N) to visit the
Consumption Dykes (no. 6). Return to the main road, turn right and in
¢ 1km turn right (N) again to view the West Hatton long cairn
(NJ 851070). Return to main road, turn right, then fork left on Tarland
road (B 9119). In 6km visit (on right) the Museum of Power based on the
Garlogie beam engine, then fork left again on Banchory road (B 9125)
and in 300m turn left for Cullerlie stone circle (no. 88).

(For a shorter tour, proceed S to Drum Castle (no. 31) and return to
Aberdeen by A 93, viewing the cairn at West Cults (NJ 883028), off Quarry
Road.)

Alternatively, return N to Echt road (B 9119) and turn left (W), passing
through the little village of Echt and below the bulk of Barmekin of Echt
with its multivallate hillfort (NJ 726071). In 6km is Sunhoney recumbent
stone circle (no. 99). Proceeding westwards, the towers of the 16th-century
Midmar Castle, a private home, can be glimpsed through the trees. To the
S of the road are the old kirk of Midmar and the castle mound or motte
of Cunningar (N]J 700059). Turn right (N) off the road in ¢ 400m
for Midmar_ Kirk recumbent stone circle (no. 96) in the quiet modern
graveyard.
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Return to main road and travel W for 13 km, to Crossroads. Turn right
(N: signposted) for Craigievar Castle (no. 20). After Craigievar, head S to
the motte at Lumphanan (no. 33), then carry on southwards by Muir of
Dess to Kincardine O’Neil, whose old kirk has a fine 14th-century
doorway (NO 592996). Head E along A 93, passing Potarch bridge (1814)
at NO 607973), to Banchory and on to Crathes Castle (no. 22). Return to
Aberdeen via Drum Castle (no. 31), if time permits
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THE GARIOCH AND FYVIE

Leave Aberdeen on A 947 Banff road; on north side of Dyce follow
directions in entry no. 61 to view the Pictish stones at Chapel of
St Fergus. On returning note the remains of the Aberdeenshire Canal to
the left of the railway bridge beside the quarry. Proceed N up A 947; in
12 km turn left (W) on minor road, pass through Kirkton of Bourtie
(NJ 804248) with its little square kirk of 1806 and peaceful graveyard:
there is a Pictish stone fragment set high on the south wall of the kirk, at
the east end. Pass the remains of a recumbent stone circle in the field to
the N (NJ 800248). At the main road turn right (N) and in 0.5 km park
at side of road (beside the 17th-century Barra Castle, a private home) and
climb Hill of Barra (no. 76) to the fort with wide views over the Garioch
(a round trip of ¢ 2.8 km).
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Proceed N through Oldmeldrum to Fyvie Castle (no. 23), taking a detour
to see the excellent farm-steading from the age of improvement at
Bethelnie (NJ 784304). Fyvie kirkyard, with its Pictish stones, elaborate
Gordon tombs (one with a phoenix and a pastiche of Ovid), the Leith
enclosure and the grave of Bonnie Annie, is also worth a visit. Head S on
back roads to A 920, to the S of which lies the recumbent stone circle of
Loanhead of Daviot (no. 98). Return to Aberdeen via Inverurie,
detouring to see the Harlaw Memorial at NJ 751240, and, at the N end
of Inverurie, the Brandsbutt stone (no. 63), and, at the S end
(in cemetery), the Bass of Inverurie (a motte) and three Pictish stones.

If time permits, make a detour to Kinkell church (no. 52) and return to
the A 96 for the henge at Broomend of Crichie (no. 85), the Kintore
symbol stone (no. 66) and fine town house of 1734, and the Midmill
long cairn (no. 107).
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Leave Aberdeen by A 96 Inverness road and, ¢ 1 km W
of roundabout for airport, turn right (N) off road
(at trailer works) for Tyrebagger recumbent stone circle
(no. 95). Return to A 96 and proceed to Kintore, passing
the Midmill long cairn (no. 107) on the right ¢ 1 km S
of the town. In the centre of Kintore visit the symbol
stone (no. 66) and view the 1734 town house. Go on to
Inverurie, passing the henge at Broomend of Crichie
(no. 85). At the N end of Inverurie bypass (A96) follow
signs for Easter Aquhorthies recumbent stone circle
(no. 100).

Return down track and turn left (N) on back road past
Balquhain Castle (NJ 731236) to Chapel of Garioch and
on to the Maiden Stone (no. 62). The active may then
climb Bennachie by forking left for the car park.

Alternatively, proceed by way of the A 96 and the
B 9002 to Insch, passing, on left just after leaving the A96,
the well-restored Harthill Castle (N] 686251), a typical
Aberdeenshire tower-house of the 16th century and, at
Oyne, the little hilltop-enclosure of Berryhill. In Insch,
visit the old Kirk with the 13th-century Radulfus stone at
the gable, then follow signs to the Picardy Stone (no. 67).
To climb to the fort and castle on Dunnideer (no. 75),
proceed along road from Picardy Stone, at T-junction
turn left and keep left for the Stone Circle carpark.
Otherwise head SW on back road to Leslie,turn left (E)
to pass the 17th-century Leslie Castle (N]J 599248), now
restored. At Auchleven, turn right (S) to skirt the
Bennachie range and on to the Old Keig recumbent stone
circle (no. 97).
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Follow the Don down by the Lord’s Throat, passing the Cothiemuir
recumbent stone circle on its wooded hilltop (NJ 617198) and the restored
Pitfichie Castle (NJ 677166), arriving at the little planned village of
Monymusk with its fine Norman church (no. 55). Proceed S to Cluny
kirkyard (no. 41) then E by back roads to Castle Fraser (no. 21). (A fine
recumbent stone circle with outliers can be seen by making a small detour
to NJ 714125.) Finally, head for Kemnay, passing the Lang Stane
o’Craigearn on a low hill behind the bungalow at the road junction
(NJ 723149), and the Kemnay burial vault (NJ 737161). Pass the lofty
remains of the early 14th century Hallforest Castle at NJ 777154 and
return to Aberdeen on the A 96.
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KINCARDINE

Leave Aberdeen by A 93 Banchory road. At Drumoak, 4 km W of
Peterculter, turn left (S) and cross the fine iron double-span Park Bridge of
1854 (NO 796981). On reaching the south Deeside road (B 9077), turn right
(W) and pass Durris motte (NO 779968) and Kirkton of Durris. Cross the
A 957 and continue along Dee to Balbridie Farm; 400 m to the W on a small
knoll to the N of the road is the site of the neolithic timber hall of Balbridie
(NO 733959). Proceed westwards and take the first left on to Slug Road. In
¢ 3 km turn right past Quithelhead then right, then at crossroads left for the
stone circles of Eslie the Lesser (NO 722921), Eslie the Greater (no. 92) and
the Nine Stanes, Mulloch (no. 90). Rejoin the A 957 and turn right (S) for
Stonehaven. (The active may detour N at Rickarton to climb to the cairns
at West Raedykes (no. 89) and the Roman camp (no. 68).) Immediately
N of Stonehaven, at the entrance to the Golf Club, visit the remains of the
13th-century chapel of St Mary of the Storms at Cowie; the attractive
harbour with its museum in the old Tolbooth lies within the town.
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Leave Stonehaven by the coast road (A92) and in 2 km visit Dunnottar
Castle (no. 28). Proceed southwards on A92, detouring to Todhead Point
lighthouse (NO 869769). Carry on S by back roads to Kinneff Old Kirk
(no. 39). Return to A92 and pass through Inverbervie; in 2.8 km turn right
(W) off road to the restored Benholm Mill; return to A92, turn left (N) and
turn off first left for Nether Benholm and up track to N to Gourdon long
cairn (no. 105). Return to A92, head N back through Inverbervie and after
crossing bridge fork left on B967 for Arbuthnott Kirk (no. 53) down side
road to left in 2 km. Continue up hill to B967 and turn left for Lewis Grassic
Gibbon Centre at Arbuthnott.

Proceed westwards to Fordoun, cross A90 and head NW to Auchenblae.
St Palladius’s Chapel is on a knoll at the south end of the village
(NO 726784) and the Pictish stone is in the present kirk (key at Minty’s
shop in High Street). Pass up the steep High Street and turn right for
Glenbervie, where there is a (private) house largely of the 17th century and
a kirkyard with graves of the ancestors of the poet Burns. Carry on to
Drumlithie with its weavers’ bell tower (NO 786809); join the A90 E of
Drumlithie and turn left (N) for Aberdeen.

Eslie the Greater

stone circle
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(Travellers prepared for a long day could begin by heading W from Ballater
on the A 93 to Crathie Kirk (no. 35), Balmoral Bridge (no. 14) and the
grounds of Balmoral Castle, if open. They should then take the old military
road (B 976) N to Gairnshiel Bridge on the A 939.)

Leave Ballater on the A 939 and in 8 km cross Gairnshiel Bridge
(NJ 294008), a fine piece of 18th century military engineering. Continue
on A 939 and note where the old military road leaves the present road line
in ¢ 6 km at NJ 296063. Proceed to Corgarff Castle (no. 25), then turn E
to follow the Don on the A 939, B 973 and A 97 to the Doune of
Invernochty (no. 34) and on to Glenbuchat Castle (no. 24) and Kildrummy
Castle (no. 30). The little kirk of Kildrummy (no. 37) lies on a side road
on the right, 2 km further N up the A 97. Retrace 5 km of the A 97 and at
Glenkindie turn left (S) on side road past the Bullhide Stone in field before
bridge over the River Don (NJ 438137) to Towie (NJ 439129) to see the
mortsafe in the kirkyard. Proceed along side roads to rejoin A 97 and
travel S into Howe of Cromar. Once over watershed turn left (E) for
Migyie Stone (no. 60) in kirkyard to N of side road, then head S to Logie
Coldstone and Ordie. Enter Muir of Dinnet National Nature Reserve
1.5 km S of Ordie to view the settlements of New and Old Kinord (nos 70,
71) and the Kinord Cross (no. 58). Return to Ballater via Dinnet and A 93,
passing, 2km from Ballater, the ancient Christian site of Tullich Kirk
(NO 390975) with its Pictish stone fragment and many early cross-stones.
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Highland
Gathering at
Balmoral 1869,
by Samuel Bough

Crathie Kirk
from old kirk

Dunnottar Castle

from the air
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Begin at the site of the early castle of enclosure at Coull (NO 512022), to
the south of the kirk on a side road off the B 9094 and 4 km N of Aboyne.
Travel N on side road to join B 9119, turn left (W) and in 2 km stop at Culsh
souterrain (no. 69; torch required). Proceed through Tarland and turn left
on B 9094 for Tomnaverie recumbent stone circle (no. 91); return to Tarland
and fork left then right for Migvie kirkyard with its Pictish stone (no. 60).
Carry on to A 97, turn left (S). In 5.5 km fork left for Ordie and in 1.5 km
enter Muir of Dinnet National Nature Reserve to visit settlements of
New and Old Kinord (nos 70, 71) and the Kinord Cross (no. 58).

Culsh souterrain,
its still air and
even temperature
suggests that it
was a storehouse
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THE WHISKY TRAI

This excursion follows part of the Whisky Trail, a signposted route
round seven malt whisky distilleries which are open to the public (check
times locally).

The Glenfiddich Distillery (no. 9) and Balvenie Castle (no. 29), both at the
N end of Dufftown, provide a convenient starting point. Visitors should
then travel S through the centre of the planned village of Dufftown to the
Kirkton of Mortlach (no. 56). A drive southwestwards on the B 9009
through Glen Rinnes passes Little Conval (NJ 294393), an extraordinarily
well-preserved example of an unfinished hillfort (strenuous climb). A side
road at the S end of the glen leads, for the active, to the field system of Tom
na Heron (N] 207313). The Glenlivet Distillery, where legal distilling began,
lies to the S of the B 9136 near the confluence of the Livet and the Avon
(NJ 195290) flanked by Blairfindy Castle (1564). Fine double-humped
bridge of later 17th-century date at NJ 197301.

A small detour of 1.5 km NW along the B 9136 passes Drumin Castle
(NJ 184303); the route then follows the B 9008 northwards past the
Dalmore ring cairn (NJ 185308) to Bridge of Avon, at the confluence of the
Avon and the Spey. Here, high on a shelf to the S of the A 95, is the Lagmore
West Clava cairn (no. 102). A minor road, the B 9137, runs N from the A 95
to Ballindalloch Station, from which the Speyside Way crosses the Spey on
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an impressive iron bridge of 1863 (N] 168368). Return to Bridge of Avon
and turn left (N); in 1 km a lane on the left leads to the Marionburgh ring
cairn (no. 101). One km further N a narrow road to the left, past Inveravon
School, runs down to St Peter’s kirk (from 1806) with its four Pictish symbol
stones (no. 64).

At Marypark, ¢ 1.5 km further N on the A 95, before turning left (W) to
cross the Spey, a detour to the E of ¢ 1.5 km takes in the Glenfarclas
Distillery (NJ 211382). After crossing the Spey on the B 9138, turn right (N)
on B 9102 to Tamdhu distillery (NJ 189418) whose visitors’ centre uses the
old station buildings and Knockando New Kirk (1994), a magical
replacement of the old, burned, Kirk. Return to the B 9102 for the little
planned village of Archiestown (no. 7) and on to recross the Spey at
Craigellachie and to view Telford’s Craigellachie bridge (no. 13). The A 941
leads back to Dufftown.
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NORTH-EASTERN MORAY

Beginning in Cullen (no. 8), the Square, Seatown, Harbour and motte
(Castle Hill) can all be visited on foot. The old Kirk (no. 50) is best reached
by car. Thereafter, take the coast road (A 98) to Portsoy, diverting to the N
to see a good 16th century dovecote and (for the intrepid) the exposed cliff
site of Findlater Castle (NJ 541672), passing the disused windmill at
Glenglassaugh (NJ 560657). In Portsoy walk around the old harbour and
adjoining streets.

Go back along the A 98 for 1.5 km and turn left (S) for the tiny, perfect,
village of Fordyce with its 16th-century tower, skilfully recreated Joiner’s
Workshop and old kirkyard (NJ 555638). Continue W on side roads to
Deskford Sacrament House (no. 49) in the old kirk.

Head S on B 9018 and in 10 km turn right on to A 95 at Auchinhove, the site
of a Roman marching camp (NJ 462517). In Keith, visit the old bridge of
1609, the fragment of the tower of Milton Keith (c 1480), the old kirk,
St Thomas’s Roman Catholic church and Holy Trinity Episcopal church.
The planned village of New Keith, founded by the earl of Fife in 1817, and
the picturesque Strathisla Distillery may also be visited.

From Keith travel up the A 96 to Fochabers, whose square with classical
church of 1831/32 is particularly graceful. At the W end of the town turn
right (N) off the A 96 on the B 9104 to Spey Bay. In ¢ 1.7 km turn right for
Bellie kirkyard (no. 42). Continue N to Tugnet Icehouse (no. 10) at Spey Bay.
Approximately 1 km S of Spey Bay to the right (W) of the road is a small
carpark which gives access to the great Spey railway bridge (no. 15).
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Proceed S through Bogmoor and turn left for Tynet Chapel (no. 44). Cross
main road (A 98) and pass through Clochan to reach St Gregory’s,
Preshome (no. 45). Return to Cullen either by the A 98 or divert N through
Buckie (with Buckie Drifter Visitor Centre) to the fishing villages of
Findochty and Portknockie; at the latter the small promontory fort of
Green Castle may be seen to the E of the harbour (NJ 488687).
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THE LAICH OF MORAY

Leave Elgin by the A 941 Rothes road; at the top of the hill in New Elgin
turn right for Birnie Kirk (no. 57), then proceed across the Lossie and by
back roads to Pluscarden Abbey (no. 46). Continue through Rafford, with
its fine Gothic-revival church of 1826 by Gillespie Graham; turn right to
pass the Templestone stone setting (NJ 068569, behind bungalows) and the
remains of the 16th-century Blervie Castle (NJ 070571). Turn left for Forres,
with its well-preserved medieval layout, and visit the museum, Dallas Dhu
Distillery (NJ 035565, 1 km S of Forres), Sueno’s Stone (no. 59) and the
Nelson Tower (1806).

Those prepared for a long day out could carry on westwards to Darnaway
Castle, in which Randolph’s Hall has a magnificent 14th-century timber
roof, (Tearie Visitor Centre, NH 988569), Brodie Castle (no. 19) and Dyke
kirk (NH 990584) before rejoining this excursion at Sueno’s Stone at the
east end of Forres.

From Sueno’s Stone continue on B 9011 and B 9089 past the fragmentary
remains of the Abbey of Kinloss (NJ 065615) and on to Burghead (no. 72).
Then take the coast road through Hopeman and turn right for Duffus and
St Peter’s Kirk (no. 51) and the castle (no. 32). On leaving the castle turn
right then left for Kinneddar cross, in old kirkyard at W end of
Lossiemouth. Return to Elgin via Spynie Palace (NJ 230658), the
spectacular seat of the Bishops of Moray, now opened by Historic Scotland.
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The rare calm of
Pluscarden Abbey

Templestone
stone setting
with Blervie
Castle beyond
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THE BANFF COAST

e
@ardenstown

Hoosies
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Auchnagorth
Stone Circle

(. okm g New Byth

(For a walk round Banff, the best-preserved town of the 17th/18th centuries
in Scotland, see pages 62-64).

Begin in Banff with a visit to the magnificent Duff House Country House
Gallery (no. 2), then head E along the coast on the A 98 through the fishing
and boat-building town of Macduff. One km E of Macduff, fork left on the
B 9031 and in 3.5 km note the prominent round cairn of Law of Melrose on
the skyline to the N (NJ 757642). In another 4 km turn left (N) on the
B 9123 to Gardenstown, founded in 1720 by Alexander Garden of Troup.
Return to the B 9031, turn left and in 4 km, just before the deep den of the
Tore of Troup, turn left on a track to a small carpark for the promontory
fort of Castle Point (no. 73).

Proceed along the B 9031, diverting, if inclined, to the picturesque cliff-girt
village of Pennan. Just before reaching New Aberdour, turn left for
Aberdour beach on the west side of which are the old church (on or near a
very early Christian site) of St Drostan’s with two good 16th-century recess
tombs and an interesting pyramidal dovecot (N]J 884643). Carry on along
the back road to Rosehearty, at the E end of which are the remains of the
Dower House of 1573. Turn right (S) on a back road for the substantial
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ruins of the 15th-century tower and 17th-century
palace and pleasance of Pitsligo Castle (N]J 937669)
and the kirk with its heraldic laird’s loft at
NJ 933662 and excellent collection of 17th/18th-
century tombstones. Turn left (E) at the junction
and head for Fraserburgh, detouring by Sandhaven for
the restored meal mill at its E end. In the substantial
town of Fraserburgh are the Kinnaird Head
Lighthouse Museum (no. 16) and nearby Wine Tower,
the 18th-century mercat cross and 19th-century town
house and an extensive harbour. Immediately S of
Fraserburgh, in Inverallochy, is the tiny Maggie’s
Hoosie, a fascinating survival of an early 19th-century
fisher-wife’s cottage (NK 043652).

Pitsligo OId Return to Fraserburgh and leave by the A 981 Strichen road and in 4 km

Kirkyard turn left (E) for the cairn of Memsie (no. 81). Return up the B 9032, cross
the A 981 and in 4 km turn left (SW) on the A 98. In 1.5 km visit Tyrie kirk
to see the Pictish stone with eagle beside the vestry (key at manse)
(NJ 930631). Proceed SW by A 98, passing the track to the remains of the
Auchnagorth stone circle at NJ 839562. A diversion down the B 9027 to
New Byth permits a view of this planned weavers’ village of 1764. Return
to the A 98 and in ¢ 10 km note the long cairn of Longmanbhill to the SW of
a sharp bend (NJ 737620). Return to Banff via Macduff (fine views from the
War Memorial of 1920).

Duff House

with its double
curving staircase
and Corinthian

pilasters
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BUCHAN

Berrybrae
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st A' len Country
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Cairn Catto
(no. 103)

Begin at the S end of the village of Stirlinghill, in the lee of the giant power
station, turn W off A 952, up hill over old railway line. Turn left up rough
track, turn right at top of ridge and proceed to hard standing at Den of
Boddam (NK 114415). On either side of the Den are the pits remaining
from neolithic flint quarrying,.

Aiky Brae,

the most intact
stone circle in
Buchan
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The neolithic long cairn of Cairn Catto (no. 103) lies in a field to the W of
a back road linking the A 952 Ellon/Peterhead and the A 950
Peterhead/New Pitsligo roads. After visiting the cairn, proceed N to the
A 950 and turn left (W) for Longside village and church (no. 36). Carry on
westwards through Mintlaw to Aden Country Park and North-east
Agricultural Heritage Centre (no. 4), from which visitors may walk to Old
Deer to see the old kirkyard and St Drostan’s Episcopal church (with fine
stained glass). N of Old Deer, the Observatory (1845) at Pitfour Estate may
be visited.

On returning to the A 950, turn left (W) for the Abbey of Deer (in 1.5 km
at NJ 968481; limited opening hours: behind a high wall to the south of the
road). Proceed W, take first left then turn W (right) on B 9029. In 0.2 km
park in old quarry and walk up hill for 0.8 km to Aiky Brae recumbent
stone circle (no. 96). Just before entering Strichen turn left on the A 981 to
visit the recumbent stone circle (no. 93) on the hill to the W which has been
well restored. Pass through the substantial planned village of Strichen on
the A 981 for Fraserburgh and in 7 km turn right (E) on B 9032 for the
Memsie cairn (no. 81).

Proceed E and S (on A 92 and A 952) through Rathen, with striking spired
church (1868), pleasing old kirk and burial place of grandparents of
composer Edvard Greig, view, in the middle distance, Cairness House,
‘arguably the finest neo-classical mansion in Scotland’ (James Playfair,
1791-7), and by a side road pass the Berrybrae recumbent stone circle in
trees in a field at NK 027571. Return to the A 952 and ¢ 1 km S of Crimond
turn left for the site of the medieval burgh of Rattray, at which the ruined
Chapel of St Mary’s and the castle mound can still be seen (NK 085575 and
087579). Travel S on the A 952 and turn off right past the prominent motte
at NK 102486 for the remains of the castles of Inverugie (NK 102483) and
Ravenscraig (NK 095487). Return to main road and enter Peterhead to visit
the Museum (St Peter’s Street), the fine Square and Harbour and the
entrancing Salmon House, built in 1585 by the Earl Marischal, at the mouth
of the Ugie (NK 122473).
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Leave Aberdeen by A92; N of
Bridge of Don take left fork on
B999 Tarves road. In ¢ 13 km
turn left for Udny Green, with
morthouse (no. 40), and magical
castle (visible from minor road
running due E of village). Turn
left on B999 and pass through
Pitmedden to the Great Garden
(no. 18), and proceed N to
Tolquhon Castle (no. 26). The
little stone circle at Ythsie
(NJ 885304) and the Prop of
Ythsie (NJ 884314), erected to
commemorate George Gordon,
4th earl and Prime Minister, may
be visited on the E of the B999
(carpark; signposted). Further
N lie Tarves (tomb, no. 43)
and Haddo House (no. 3).
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THREE BURGHS

The burghs of North-east Scotland contain a wide range of interesting
townscapes which reflect their varied origins. The three burghs selected for
more extensive description were all important royal centres by AD 1200.
The trading rights and privileges granted by the king to the burgesses of
these and other early burghs, such as Forres, whose medieval layout is still
remarkably well-preserved, gave the towns the opportunity to grow and

prosper.

Growth was not, however, an inevitable result of the granting of burgh
status. The royal burgh of Kintore, for example, which was founded in the
late 12th century and received a new charter in 1506, did not expand
markedly, although its notable town house of 1734 belies this fact.

Other burghs did grow, only to fail subsequently as a result of physical or
administrative changes. The burghs of Spynie, north of Elgin, and Rattray,
north of Peterhead, both died after the inlets of the sea on which they stood
silted up. (The lochs of Spynie and Rattray remain.) The growth of
Stonehaven at the expense of the old royal centre of Kincardine is an
example of more complex forces, including its proximity to the Earl
Marischal’s fortress of Dunnottar, its central position in the county of
Kincardine, and its charter of 1587. All that remains of Kincardine are the
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.

very ruinous castle (NO 671751) and the mercat cross,
removed to Fettercairn (NO 650735) around 1730.

Trade with continental Europe in later medieval and
renaissance times was of great importance to several
north-east ports, principally Aberdeen, but including
Elgin (through Spynie), Portsoy, Banff and Peterhead.

In later centuries, a wide variety of needs and
activities led to the growth of towns and villages. The
wholesale planning of completely new settlements
during the 18th and 19th centuries is outlined in the
next chapter. These were often intended to foster rural
industries such as weaving. The fishing communities
also expanded greatly, a result of the increased
catching power of the boats and the access to wider
markets that came from improved communications.
Fraserburgh, Peterhead, Macduff and Gardenstown
all flourished during the 19th century. Certain inland
burghs, such as Turriff and Huntly, developed into
thriving market and service centres for the improved
farms around, the latter being particularly favoured

with fine buildings, while Inverurie owed its 19th-century prosperity first to
the Aberdeenshire Canal, and then to the railway works. Yet other towns
developed as early tourist centres, for example the upland spa of Ballater or
the bracing marine resort of Lossiemouth.

The three burghs described next all have a rich legacy of buildings which
reflect many of these developments.




Aberdeen
NJ 9406.

‘... Whether due to an early manifestation in the
founders of the city of that shrewdness and vision
which characterise their descendants to this day, or to
the necessity of early communal efforts for self-
preservation, there appears little doubt that in early
times Aberdeen was a town of substantial importance,
long before the Capital had attained any considerable
civic significance, and while the great City of the Clyde
was still a mean cluster of hovels round the palace of
the bishop’.

The Freedom Lands and Marches
of Aberdeen 1319-1929 (1929).

Although modern scholarship might not support
every detail of this engaging piece of civic pride, the
world view implicit in it did much to shape the
Aberdeen we see today. Medieval Aberdeen was, in
fact, a jumble of timber and wattle houses, hovels,
yards and middens perched on three small sand and
gravel hills (Castlehill, Gallowgate Hill and St
Katharine’s Hill) with small lochans and other
mounds around. The castle lay to the east, the city
kirk, St Nicholas’s, outside the gates to the west, a
large loch to the north (commemorated in Loch
Street) and the Dee estuary to the south.

The present townscape is the result of the Aberdeen
New Streets Act of 1800 which inaugurated a hectic
half century of civil engineering and construction.
During this time Aberdeen’s population more than
doubled, owing to the influx of workers displaced
by the agricultural improvements seeking work in
the new textile mills or weaving shops of the city.
Huge town planning changes were implemented,
the most dramatic being the creation of Union
Street in 1801 (named after the union of the British
and Irish Parliaments that year), which involved the
removal of St Katharine’s Hill at the west end of the
Castlegate and the erection of a series of great
arches and viaducts stretching for 0.85 km from
Adelphi to Diamond Street. The scheme was
conceived in 1794 by Charles Abercrombie, a
turnpike engineer. Its impact on the town was at
first debilitating, for from 1817 to 1825 the burgh
could not meet the interest charges on the huge
loans raised to finance the work; the city was
rescued by the boom in trade.

THREE BURGHS

A walk through the centre of Aberdeen should

begin in Castle Street, originally the Castlegate, at
the east end of Union Street. Here, on a hill above
the mouth of the Dee the 13th-century royal
castle stood; the site lies behind the engaging
baronial pastiche of the Salvation Army citadel
(James Souttar, 1896) to the cast and is now built
over. (A fragment of the Cromwellian bastion

survives.)

The sandstone mercat cross, the finest in Scotland,
was the work of John Montgomery of Old Rayne
in 1686. It with tall

surmounted by a unique sequence of portrait

is circular, arcading
medallions of ten Stewart sovereigns, starting with
James I on the north-west and a series of fierce
shaft,

marble unicorn finial, rises above.

gargoyles. The cross with its white

Here, at the heart of the old burgh, the traveller is
surrounded by grey granite—gleaming, dull,
uncompromising, sparkling, unreal by turn,
according to the light—all wrought in the 19th
century from the city quarries of Loanhead,
Dancing Cairns, Sclattie and, principally, Rubislaw.

From the mercat cross, the triumphant corner
work, the Clydesdale Bank (formerly the North of
Scotland Bank) can be appreciated. Built between
1839 and 1842 by Archibald Simpson, the ninth son

North Kirk,
Aberdeen
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of an Aberdeen burgess, its bold Corinthian
portico set on the curve carries the building
brilliantly round the corner into King Street.
Above, the terracotta sculpture group of Ceres,
goddess of plenty, by James Giles, is a colourful
surprise. The excellent plasterwork of the banking
hall includes a gilded version of the Parthenon
frieze. This is seen as the climax of Simpson’s work.
Simpson’s other major building in this area is the
Atheneum or Union Buildings of 1818-22, whose
strong east end faces the cross and the little
well-head figure known as the Mannie.

Opposite the Atheneum, on the north side of the

street, is the Town House, a bold and successful
four-storey granite ashlar building in ‘Flemish
medieval’ style by Peddie and Kinnear, 1868-74.
Built as municipal offices and courthouse, its
arcaded ground floor, with dwarf gallery above and
the projecting ‘tourelles™—semi-round towers—
complemented by the great corner belfry tower,
make a strong and utterly distinctive building,
redolent of Victorian burghal prosperity. The metal
sundial of 1730 on the corner comes from the old
town house, of which the substantial Tolbooth of
1615 survives on the east end of the present
building, now a vivid museum of civic history. Its

fine lead spire on the bartizaned clock tower still

rises from Lodge Walk, the arched pend.

The walker is already approaching the western
limits of medieval Aberdeen. To view the southern
parts you should descend the Shiprow (from
Exchequer Row where the mint was in the 12th
century). Provost Ross’s House stands halfway
down the brae with a view over the harbour. This
fine town mansion of 1593 consists of a rectangular
main block and two gabled towers. It is now the
City’s excellent Maritime Museum. The house
takes its name from Provost John Ross of Arnage,
who traded with the Low Countries in the late 17th

century.

At the bottom of Shiprow, cross to 35 Regent’s
Quay. Originally a mansion of 1770, this elegant
three-storeyed ashlar building became the Customs
House. The doorpiece is a pedimented surround by
James Gibbs. Aberdeen’s harbour developed
through the burgh’s continental trade; there is a
good account of its history in the Maritime
Museum.

Returning to the Castlegate by way of Marischal
Street provides an opportunity to view one of the
pronounced hills, the Castlehill, on which medieval



Aberdeen developed and to appreciate the radical
solution to the development of the town to the west
and south represented by the construction in 1800
of the viaducts that support Marischal and Union
Streets. (The bridge over Virginia Street is a modern
replacement.)

Opposite the top of Marischal Street is King Street,
the entire south end of which, from Castle Street to
Queen Street, forms ‘an imposing sequence of
integrated classical design’, largely the work of
Archibald Simpson and the city architect John
Smith (appointed 1804). The Medical Hall, no. 29,
of 1818/20, is Simpson’s first important design in
granite. It has a massive Greek Revival Ionic
portico and is flanked by two buildings by Smith,
built in 1832/3 which were deliberately set back to
enhance and balance Simpson’s strong portico.

Opposite is one of the few sandstone buildings in
this part of Aberdeen, St Andrew’s Episcopal
Cathedral, built in stone from Edinburgh’s
Craigleith quarry for reasons of cost. In a ‘neo
perpendicular’ style by Archibald Simpson in
1816/17, the high bright chancel was added in 1880
by G E Street and the porch, by Sir Robert Lorimer,
in 1911. However, the church owes its present
beauty largely to the refurbishing by Sir Ninian
Comper between 1936 and 1943. It is difficult to
fault Sir John Betjeman’s description of St
Andrew’s as ‘Aberdeen’s best modern building. . . .
You push open the door and your heart gives a
leap—there, stretching away as in an old Dutch oil
painting is Comper’s superb renovation of the
interior’. There are two important memorials, one
a statue of Bishop John Skinner (whose father’s
grave is at Longside, no. 36), the other the Seabury
memorial which commemorates the consecration,
in 1784, of Samuel Seabury as Bishop of
Connecticut and hence the first Episcopalian
bishop in North America (and, incidentally, the
end of the Jacobite cause in the North-east).
Comper’s restoration was gifted by the American
Episcopal church, hence the arms of the states of
the American Union on the aisle vaulting.

The east side of the street preserves the original
round-headed windows to the ground floors. At the
corner of King Street and West North Street is one
of John Smith’s finest creations, the North Church
of 1829-30, now the Arts Centre. Continuing the
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Greek Revival theme of this town-scape, it is a
strong rectangular building with a giant, four
column Ionic portico above which soars a splendid
square tower with “Tower of Winds’ top stage.

A full left turn into Queen Street and then a right
turn at Greyfriars Church (1903, on old site) brings
the walker into Broad Street beneath the ‘soaring,
surging verticals’ of Marshall Mackenzie’s “Tudor
Gothic’ facade of Marischal College (completed
1906). In this extremely ornate version of
Edwardian English Perpendicular, a mighty 127 m
long and 16 m high, the eye is carried ever upwards
by the ranks of buttresses, to be transfixed by an
improbable skyline of granite finials, crockets and
fretwork, the ‘most intricate sculpturing of granite
ever attempted’. This facade fronts an earlier
quadrangle designed principally by Archibald
Simpson (1837-41) of two storeys with a three-
storey centre tower. This tower was more than
doubled in height by Mackenzie in 1893, who
added a tall, airy lantern which rises to a profusion
of spirelets that still dominate the Aberdeen
skyline. Mackenzie’s ship-like Graduation Hall, the
Mitchell Hall, has an excellent east window which
traces the history of the University. This hall lies
behind the Mitchell Tower whose old hall, by
Simpson, is now the fan-vaulted lobby both to the

Mitchell Hall and to the Anthropological Museum.

Provost Skene’s
House
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Across Broad Street from Marischal, in the shadow
of a monstrous civic tower block, is Provost Skene’s
House, a rare survival of a fine late 16th-century
town house. Named after Sir George Skene,
Provost of Aberdeen 1676-83 and a wealthy trader
with Danzig (modern Gdansk), it is a substantial

L-plan mansion. Skene carried out extensive

alterations, most notably adding oak panelling and
fine plaster-work that still survive. In the Long
Gallery is a series of tempera paintings of religious
subjects (the Annunciation, the Adoration of the
Shepherds and the Crucifixion) done in 1622,
which show that the Reformation did not take a
complete hold in the North-east. The house is now
a town museum.

Returning to Union Street, the central section is
dominated by John Smith’s great screen of 1830, an
Ionic granite colonnade, 46.8 m long, which gives
on to St Nicholas’s kirkyard. The location of the
burgh’s church outwith the medieval boundary of
the town is something of a puzzle. The simplest
explanation may be that by the time the port of
Aberdeen was thriving in the 12th century the
Bishop, established on the Don, did not have, or
could not acquire, land within the flourishing
town. The great length of the kirk impresses first,
and the oddly detailed, solid central tower of 1874,
replacing a good original. Within the cruciform
medieval plan there are now two churches, created
in the 18th and 19th centuries, separated by the
transepts and crossing which retain their medieval
atmosphere. The pillars of the tower and the

clerestory windows are the earliest features, dating




from the late 12th century. The transepts contain
important memorials; the north (Collison’s Aisle)
has several, principally one to Provost Davidson
who fell at Harlaw (1411), while the south or
Drum’s Aisle has a Flemish brass to an Irvine of
Drum. Collison’s Aisle is now the oil industry
chapel, with screen and furniture by Tim Stead
(1990) and excellent stained glass. Although the
chancel was rebuilt blandly in 1874, the early 15th-
century lower church survives at the east end, where
the ground falls away sharply. The layout of the
‘Lady of Pittye: her valut’ gives an impression of
what the original east end of the main church
would have looked like: with wide side aisles and a
small sanctuary in the form of a five-sided apse.
The rib vaulting and corbels are particularly fine.
This, after the Low Church at Glasgew Cathedral,
is ‘the finest of its kind in Scotland’. To return to
the nave, this was rebuilt in 1751-5 to designs by the
Aberdeen-born James Gibbs, the architect of St
Martin’s in the Fields in London. The pedimented
west front is particularly successful; it is 5.4 m
further east than the medieval west front. Within,
the West Kirk is furnished as the burgh kirk, with
galleries around and a grandiose pew for the Lord
Provost. In the kirkyard is a tilting sea of green table

tombs and some baroque monuments.

Continuing up Union Street, the last fragment of
J & W Smith’s Trinity Hall (1846) can be seen on
the opposite side just before crossing Union Bridge.
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This leaps a great airy space where once the
Denburn flowed. One block further on is the Music
Hall, built in 1820 as the Assembly Rooms, a club
or meeting place for wealthy landowners, to a
design by Archibald Simpson. This is a superb
example of his Greek Revival style, with a
dominant, but restful, six-columned portico. The
simplicity is striking; only the sharply cut lIonic
capitals and the strong horizontal lines of the
cornices relieve the granite ashlar, yet the whole
building has a solid grace that is utterly pleasing.
The Music Hall was added at the rear in 1858/9; the
whole was refurbished lovingly in 1986.
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The west end of Union Street became a highly
desirable residential area during the 19th century,
as the ‘quality’ moved from their town houses in
the older eastern parts of the burgh, such as the
Upper Kirkgate, Guestrow, and Shiprow. Bon
Accord Square and Crescent, laid out by Simpson
in 1823 on the south side of Union Street for the
Incorporated Trades, have a real Georgian elegance
and spaciousness that is all the more remarkable

for being achieved in unadorned granite ashlar.

Returning eastwards down Union Street to Union
Terrace and turning left (north), the view across
the Denburn valley is dominated by the unusual
brick gothic spire of Simpson’s Triple Kirks. Built
as the Free East, West and South Churches for parts
of the congregation of St Nicholas in record time
after the Disruption of 1843 and now partly
demolished, brick was used to reduce costs.
Nevertheless, its proportions (copying one of the
two spires of St Elizabeth’s, Marburg in Prussia)
ensure that it is a striking skyline feature.

The skyline also features several fine domes. At the
head of Union Terrace is the grandiose St Mark’s
church, built in 1892 by A Marshall Mackenzie as
the South United Free Church, whose granite dome
has been pushed forward almost on top of a Greek
portico in a very assertive composition. Its

neighbour is the little copper cupola of His
Majesty’s Theatre (Frank Matcham, 1906) whose
Edwardian interior has been restored exquisitely.
Both these buildings front another massive viaduct,
built in 1886, and a most arresting bronze statue of
William Wallace, on a red rubble granite plinth, by
W G Stevenson, 1888. Set back on the natural
ground level, just to the east, is Simpson’s
Infirmary of 1832/9, whose dome contrives to rise
above each of three restrained, pedimented, fronts.
The most easterly copper dome of the vista is on
the Cowdray Hall, part of Mackenzie’s Art Gallery
complex. The concave colonnaded corner with
crouching granite lion is his powerful yet dignified
War Memorial of 1923-5. It abuts his Art Gallery
(1883), whose two-tone exterior succeeds in
introducing colour into a granite building; it
balances Gray’s School of Art (now Robert Gordon
University). Between the two is the entrance to
Gordon’s College, the centre piece of which, the
‘Auld Hoose’, is by William Adam (c 1731-9).
Founded on money made in the Baltic trade, it was



intended for the education of the sons of poor
burgesses; the central block is plain but balanced,
with a statue of the founder above the door and a
graceful tripartite spire rising from the middle. On
the other side of Schoolhill is James Dun’s House
of 1769, with good proportions; it is now a

museum.

Descending Schoolhill and climbing the Upper
Kirkgate brings the walker back to Marischal
College. Running north (left) is the Gallowgate, the
old route from Aberdeen to the old town or
Aulton, 1.5 km to the north. Centred on the
Cathedral of St Machar’s (no. 48) and the later
university at King’s College, the Aulton maintained
a separate identity from the trading burgh and port
on the Dee. This identity still survives,deriving not
only from the many old buildings but also from the
medieval layout of the burgh itself which still
survives in the single street, the High Street, and the
narrow lanes that run between the houses, set gable
end to the street.
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The southern part of the High Street is dominated
by the graceful crown of King’s College Chapel.
The University was founded in 1494 and this was its
first building. It remains its finest and most
compelling. The gilded foundation inscription
beside the west door records that construction

began in 1500. The buttresses on the west front

bear (from the north) the arms of James IV and his
queen, Margaret Tudor, James IV himself, and
Alexander Stewart, Archbishop of St Andrews and
illegitimate son of the king. The imperial crown
rises from a squat, square tower to a height of
31.5 m. When it was rebuilt after having blown
down in 1633, a Renaissance termination was
added. The fleche in the middle of the chapel roof
was releaded in 1655 and bears the initials of
Charles I, in honour of the executed monarch.

The chapel is entered from the quadrangle which
retains its medieval plan although the other
buildings are later. The chapel is aisleless, with an
elegant three-sided apse. Large traceried windows
fill the north wall, while there are small windows
high on the south wall; the access from the sacristy
that once stood in the quad to the south can still be
seen. The screen, which was moved westward one
bay in 1873, the stalls and the ribbed arched
wooden ceiling together comprise a unique group
of Scottish medieval woodwork. The stalls,
probably the work of John Fendour, are each
different, with traceried canopies and misericords
(ledges on the underside of the tilting seats on
which to rest while standing) in a rich, dark oak.



The great pulpit of St Machar’s is here, carved with
a blend of medieval and Renaissance elements,
while opposite is the 17th-century desk of Bishop
Patrick Forbes, one of the Aberdeen Doctors, which
is lighter and plainer. Between lie the remains of the
founder’s tomb, William Elphinstone, Bishop of
Aberdeen (1483-1514) and Chancellor of Scotland.
Despoiled at the Reformation, a black blank slab of
Tournai marble remains. The plastered walls and
the modern glass by Douglas Strachan complement

this most beautiful of university chapels.

A fine recumbent bronze memorial to Bishop
Elphinstone, itself an ‘interpretation’ of the

original tomb by Henry Wilson, 1926, lies outside
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the west door. Outside the east end of the chapel is
an early Christian cross stone found between here
and Balgownie, 1.4 km to the north. The buildings
immediately north of the chapel, the late gothic
New King’s and the arcaded Elphinstone Hall were
constructed in 1912 and 1929 by A Marshall
Mackenzie. The spare, square tower in the north-
east corner of the quad was built in 1658 and is thus
known as the Cromwell Tower. The old library,
with its soaring coved timber ceiling, is now an

excellent visitor centre for the University.

North of King’s the street narrows as the house
gables press on to the pavement. Two well restored,

but contrasting, lanes are 200 m to the north;

59

King’s College,
Chapel: detail
of medieval
woodwork of
the stalls

Memorial (1926)
to Bishop
Elphinstone



60

Grant’s Place,
Old Aberdeen

Old Aberdeen,

Town House

Benholm’s
Lodging (Wallace
Tower) (Right)

ABERDEEN AND NORTH-EAST SCOTLAND

nos 1-3 Grant Place are single-storey cottages of
1732 with pantiles, while in the next lane, Wrights’
and Coopers’ Place, are late 18th century two-
storeyed houses. The Town House, in the centre of
the street, which opens out to accommodate it and
the former market place, is a fine three-storeyed
building of granite ashlar, with projecting central,
pedimented, bay topped by a small square clock
tower and cupola. It was designed by George
Jaffray in 1788
proportioned centrepiece. The old mercat cross

and forms a splendidly

stands in front, on a new base.

Beyond is the modern world of St Machar’s Drive,
cut through the Aulton; the line of the High Street
continues, however, as the Chanonry. This leads to
the cathedral and is lined by the ‘manses’ of the
Professors on sites of the manses of the Cathedral
clergy. The ‘fortified’ cathedral is described
separately (no. 48). At the north end of the
Chanonry a detour to the west (left) up an old
cobbled lane (still with flags for carriages) leads
past a possible motte to the Wallace Tower (from
‘well house’), which stood in the Netherkirkgate in
the port of Aberdeen until 1964. This is a town
house of 1610, also called Benholm’s Lodging;
originally harled, it has a sculpted figure in a recess
and the traditional half windows.

A walk of 0.7 km through Seaton Park (entered
beside St Machar’s) and along the Don leads to the
Brig o’ Balgownie, completed in 1329, whose
strong yet graceful pointed gothic arch rises to 19 m
above the river.

Several other notable buildings and structures in
Aberdeen are best visited individually, being widely
separated. On the south side of Albyn Place, at the
west end of Union Street, is the superbly finished

&
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granite ashlar of Harlaw Academy. Designed by
Archibald Simpson in 1837-9 as Mrs Elmslie’s
Institution for orphan girls, it is of two storeys with
projecting pedimented wings and a centre piece of
four plain pilasters.

On the south-western outskirts of Aberdeen is the
Bridge of Dee, built between 1500 and 1527 and
widened on the west side in 1840. Seven semi-

circular rib arches with cutwaters give a sense of
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strength and grace. It was built on the initiative of
Bishop Gavin Dunbar and the master of works was
Alexander Galloway, rector of Kinkell; the master
mason was Thomas Franche. Although the chapel
that once stood on it is gone, it still bears an
impressive array of heraldry, including the arms of
Scotland, the Regent Albany, Bishop Dunbar and
Bishop Elphinstone. The taking of the bridge after
a fierce battle in 1639 left Aberdeen open to the

Covenanting forces of Montrose.

Brig o’ Balgownie,

photograph by
George
Washington
Wilson, ¢ 1875

Bridge of Dee
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Girdleness
lighthouse

Trinity and Alvah
Church, Banff

Some 2 km downstream is the Wellington
suspension bridge, built between 1829 and 1831;
the pylons and approaches were designed by John
Smith. Beyond the harbour, on the seaward
extremity of Greyhope Road towers the white
column of Girdleness lighthouse. Built in 1833 by
Robert Stevenson (grandfather of RLS) to an
innovatory design of two lights, the lower was set at
the third floor, whose corbelled gallery can still be
seen. The Torry Battery, originally built in 1860 to
defend the harbour approaches, was re-used in
both World Wars. On the north side of the harbour,
the fisher village of Footdee, laid out by John Smith
in 1808/9, still preserves a distinct and attractive
atmosphere.

Banff
N/ 6864.

The settlement at the west side of the mouth of the
Deveron became a royal centre by the end of the
12th century. Its importance lies in its wealth of
17th and 18th century buildings, the town houses
of many local lairds and prosperous tradesmen.
From the south one enters Banff by a fine
seven-span bridge, built in 1799 by the engineer
John Smeaton for the second earl of Fife,
principally as an imposing approach to the new
and magnificent Duff House (no. 2). The modern
road slices through the parkland of the house,
removing one of the pair of lodges at the west end
of the bridge.

Collie Lodge, now in St Mary’s carpark beside
the A 98, was a gatehouse of Duff House. It is a
single-storey building of 1836 with a fine Doric
portico. From the carpark there is a view of the
pleasing symmetrical facade of the old Academy;
this is also Greek Revival, the work of William
Robertson of Elgin in 1837/8. St Mary’s Church
itself (Andrew Wilson, 1778) is augmented by a
stately tower and spire of 1842, by Thomas
MacKenzie to a design by William Robertson.

Banff is on two levels: High Street, along the old
ridge, and Low Street, at the level of the river. One
may walk from the carpark along High Street
which contains many fine examples of the good
work of the Banff Preservation Society. Number 1,
on the west side, is typical, being a three-storey,



three-window house dated 1764 on the skewput on
the south-eastern corner. Its neighbours, nos 3 and
5, are also ¢ 1760. Some 300 m along High Street is
Trinity and Alvah church which was built in 1844,
by James Raeburn of Edinburgh, as a Free Church.
Its tall Tonic portico, harled walls and fine quoins
and domed belfry are unusually grand for a Free
Kirk.

High Street continues as Castle Street, on the east
side of which are the remains of the castle whose
ditch and early curtain wall, perhaps of the late
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12th or early 13th century, can be seen. A tunnel-
like postern gate is in the north wall. The other
parts of the castle were removed to build the
predecessor of the present house, a two-storey and
basement design by John Adam (1749-52), the
residence of Lord Deskford.

The lower part of the town may be reached by the
precipitous little Water Path, to the south of the
castle, which leads to High Shore. This has the
ruins of the late medieval church of St Mary’s in a
crowded kirkyard on the east side, and several
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notable buildings on the west. Number 1 High
Shore is a 1675 house of two storeys and attic, with
neat dormers, a corbelled angle turret and a good

sundial at the corner.

At the north end of High Shore is the harbour,
which is of several periods, the original being by
John Smeaton in 1770-5. The rubble piers are built

in vertically set courses.

West of the south end of High Shore are the
Plainstanes, at the north end of Low Street, the
heart of the burgh. Here is the ancient mercat cross,
5.9 m high, a moving crucifixion on an octagonal
foliated capital of early 16th-century date, set on a
more recent shaft (of 1627/8) (the whole replaced
1994; original in Banff Museum). It stands in front
of the Tolbooth steeple and Town House, which
form a fine group, the former of 1764-7, by either

John or James Adam, the latter by James Reid,
‘squarewright’, in 1796. The steeple is in four
elegant stages of ashlar, with a pedimented clock
face and a colossal Royal Arms below. The Town
House is a plain but pleasing three-storey, five-
window block.
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Elgin
NJj 2162

The capital of Moray preserves its medieval layout
of central street, widening for the town church and
market place, and long rigs and pends running off.
The soft Moray sandstone produces a mellowness
in the buildings, although the light still has the
sharpness and clarity of the north.

At the west end of the town, Gray’s Hospital in the
angle of the Pluscarden and West roads was
founded by Dr Alexander Gray, a native of Elgin
who made a fortune in India and died in 1808,
bequeathing funds for this building. The architect,
James Gillespie Graham, between 1815 and 1819
created a bold classical composition of three
storeys and a nine-bay pilastered facade. The
principal features are a large Roman Doric portico

and a great dome and cupola above.

From Gray’s, the visitor may descend Old Mills

Road to the restored water mill (no. 5) and on to
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Braco’s Banking
House, 7 High
Street, Elgin
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the Bow Brig, the oldest bridge in Elgin, built
between 1630 and 1635. East along the High Street
is Lady Hill, the medieval castle mound. There was
certainly a castle here by 1296, but virtually
nothing survives of the castle or of the chapel of St
Mary that gave the mound its name. The medieval
layout of the town can be appreciated from the
summit, despite the depredations of road
engineers. The 25.5 m high column is to George,
the fifth and last duke of Gordon and the first
Colonel of the Gordon Highlanders (d 1839). The
statue of the duke in the robes of the Chancellor of
Aberdeen University was added in 1854/5.

In Thunderton Place, to the south of High Street,
the ‘Great Lodging’ of the Scottish kings was a
‘huge courtyard palace’, fragments of which
survive in Thunderton House, of the early to mid
17th century. The south wing has four 17th century
pedimented dormers with monograms of Duffus,
Dunbar and Innes. The low wall of the courtyard
incorporates a pair of heraldic beasts. Two stone

figures from a doorway are now in Elgin Museum.

The High Street widens gracefully for the central
Plainstones or market place which is dominated by
Archibald Simpson’s great Greek Revival church of
St Giles (1825-8). This replaced the medieval parish
church which was demolished ‘because it was old’.
The central position of the church means that both
ends are equally prominent. Simpson’s solution
was to site a giant Doric portico at the west end
and an eclectic tower, based on the monument of
Lysicrates, at the other. This last comprises a
square clock tower topped by a delicate open round
with a short Corinthian column above. The fine
hexagonal pulpit of 1684 from the old St Giles can
be seen in P MacGregor Chalmers’s excellent,
Romanesque St Columba’s Church of 1905/6 in
Moss Street.

The Muckle Cross, a replica of 1888 of the 17th-
century cross, stands to the east of St Giles; the lion

finial is original.

Numbers 42-6 and 50-52 High Street are excellent
examples of late 17th-century merchants’ houses,
which were an important feature of Elgin. The
former is dated 1688 and was the Red Lion Inn
where Johnson and Boswell ate a ‘vile dinner’ in
1773. It is three storeys high and has five bays; its
principal feature is the arcaded ground floor with
five round- headed arches. (The central one leads to
a pend.) No. 50-52 dates from 1694 and was for the
merchant Andrew Ogilvie and his wife Janet Hay,
whose initials are on the skewputs. It has three bays
and three storeys with an attic. The arcading on the
ground floor is created by short pillars with square
capitals. Also known as ‘piazzas’, these arcaded
buildings were sophisticated symbols of their
owners’ wealth and position. For example, 7 High
Street, with three arches and a stone slab roof, was
from 1703 to 1722 the banking house of William
Duff of Dipple and Braco, the progenitor of the
earls of Fife (see no. 2).

Just to the east of the former Braco’s Banking
House is the Little Cross, dated 1733 but with a
possibly medieval finial. The original cross was
erected in 1402 by Alexander Macdonald to mark
the entrance to the chanonry of the cathedral.

Opposite, 1 High Street is the Elgin Museum, a
pleasing Italianate ashlar building of 1842
(Thomas Mackenzie), with additions by
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A Marshall Mackenzie in 1896. This houses the
extensive collections of the Moray Society, formerly
the Elgin and Morayshire Literary and Scientific
Association, founded 1836.

In Greyfriars Street, at the east end of Elgin, is the
Convent of Mercy, whose church of 1497,
sensitively restored by John Kinross for the 3rd
Marquess of Bute in 1896, gives an almost
unparalleled impression of a medieval Scottish
kirk.

Finally, at the eastern end of Elgin, on East Road, is
Anderson’s Institution, founded by an Elgin man,
Lieutenant General Anderson, who was born
penniless and cradled in the cathedral ruins, but
who prospered in India. The inscription above the
portico reads ‘Elgin Institution for the support of
old age and education of youth’. This was designed
by Archibald Simpson in his Greek Revival style
(1830-3) as an H in plan, with recessed Ionic
portico and a tall domed belfry above. Although
using local sandstone, this building has the severity
of Simpson’s work in granite.
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THE LANDSCAPE OF IMPROVEMENT

Although the improvements of the 18th and 19th centuries had their origin
in the enthusiasms of individual landowners, whether for personal
economic benefit, or, as was more common initially, for fashionable or even
patriotic reasons (wishing to emulate in Scotland practices seen in
England), by the mid 19th century wider economic and industrial
influences had come to bear. In North-east Scotland the radical changes to
the landscape that improvement caused can be seen in five contexts: the
great houses and their policies; agriculture; planned settlements; industry
and transport.

THE HOUSES AND THEIR POLICIES

The great houses that were built in this period, and those, such as Fyvie,
Drum or Brodie that continued in occupation, often with additional new
buildings, from earlier periods, were the central, controlling, points of often
huge estates: in 1879 the earl of Fife still had 103,063 hectares in the North-
east, after heavy selling during the preceding decade. Such enormous land-
holdings had been built up over the centuries by judicious marriages, by
inheritance, by timely foreclosure of loans (eg William Duff of Braco or the
third earl at Haddo), or outright purchase, either from an impecunious
landowner, or, in the case of estates forfeited as a result of their owners’
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Jacobite activities, from the Commissioners of Forfeited Estates. This last
avenue furnished the earl of Fife with the Deeside properties of Balmoral
and Dalmore. During the 19th century, in such upland areas as upper
Deeside, in particular, which for centuries had been an important deer
forest, the development of sporting lets became a major factor of estate
management, and by the end of the 19th century Braemar, in the forest of
Mar, had become a fashionable resort for shooting and angling for rich
patrons from the south. This was linked to clearances in some Deeside
glens; Glen Lui, for example, was cleared as early as 1726 (and again in
1776). The fashion had of course been consolidated by the Prince Consort’s
fondness for such pursuits, conducted on the Balmoral estate which he
acquired from the earl of Fife’s trustees in 1852.

Prince Albert set about the improvement of the estate with characteristic
vigour. His impact in the nine years left to him was considerable, ranging
from the new castle by William Smith of Aberdeen, to new bridges, roads,
cottages, plantations and a model dairy. Indeed, much of the landscape
round Balmoral owes its present appearance to Albert’s activities, or to
those of his queen and descendants—not only the Albert Memorial Hall,
Ballater (inscription: ‘A Prince indeed, and above all titles, a Household
Word—hereafter through all time, Albert the Good’), but also the many
cairns and other memorials that sit on skylines or nestle in the woods
around Balmoral.

Further down Deeside, the Glen Tanar estate and the village of Aboyne are
effectively the creations of one man during the 1890s, the Manchester
banker Sir William Cunliffe Brooks, who exercised his own principles of
landscape design. From a slightly earlier date the Pitfour estate in Buchan
was an even more extravagant private landscape, including an Observatory,
recently restored, built to view private horse-races. In the 1780s the
Nottinghamshire landscape architect Thomas White worked at Cairness
House, Duff House, Cullen House, Gordon Castle and Castle Fraser.

More utilitarian activities have also stamped whole areas of the North-east
with the ‘signature’ of their particular improving landowner. For example,
the meticulous raked drystone dykes of the huge Dunecht estate, or the
smaller examples round Pitmedden (no. 18), the tree-belts near Castle
Fraser (no. 21) or Udny, or the much larger scale tree-planting around
Haddo House (no. 3) or Darnaway Castle. The story of this last-named
important estate in Moray is well presented at the visitor centre at Tearie,
4 km west of Forres (NH 988569).

AGRICULTURE

“Takin’t as it is, there’s been grun made oot o’ fat wasna grun ava; an ther
it is, growing craps for the eese o man an beast’.

So mused Johnny Gibb of Gushetneuk, in the splendid novel of the same
name, on 30 years of agricultural toil that helped to create the regular
landscape of dyked fields that we see today. What of the earlier farmers and
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their rigs? Traces of the sinuous high-backed ridges of the pre-improvement
cultivation can be found in Grampian, often preserved by an old patch
of woodland, now gone, as on the slopes of Hill of Barra, Oldmeldrum
(no. 76), or Dunnideer (no. 75), particularly in snow. The improved fields lie
all around. Most of the tenants’ money went into them, rather than into
their steadings or houses. Never the less, several handsome farmhouses do
survive (from the period 1650-1750). Nether Ardgrain, Ellon (NJ 952339) is
one of the earliest (1664), but Haddo, Crimond; Birkenbog, Fordyce and
Mains of Pittendrum, Pitsligo are also notable. Nineteenth-century
steadings are now being converted to housing, but those at Bethelnie,
Meldrum (NJ 784304) of 1872 and East Lochside, Skene (NJ 793077), with
their cart sheds, bothies and slated roofs are typical. The Museum of
Farming Life at Pitmedden (no. 18) and the displays at
the North-East Agricultural Centre at Aden (no. 4) flesh-out the farming
practices of the recent past.

An improved
steading at
East Lochside,
Skene

Other important farm buildings are the late 17th-century Round Square at
Gordonstoun (NJ 183688), the early 18th-century kiln barn at Rothiemay
(NJ 551484), the horse gin house at Crathes (no. 22), the Sandhaven meal
mill (NJ 966672), the windmill stump at Glenglassaugh, Sandend
(NJ 560657) and the many dovecots of varying date throughout the region.
Those at Pittendreich, Elgin (N] 195612), Findlater (N] 539667), Aberdour
(N] 884643), Auchmacoy (N]J 989314), Fetteresso Castle (NO 843853) and
Urquhart Manse (N]J 283626) form a representative selection.

One major factor in the improvement of soil fertility and cultivation was
the practice of liming; many local limekilns can be seen in Grampian. For
example, there is a string of kilns up Glenbuchat (N]J 367175); a more
elaborate one at Pitmedden (no. 18) and a typical rural example at
Auchindoun Castle (N] 348374). Finally, the importance of John Rennie’s
Aberdeenshire Canal to the improvers cannot be over-emphasised, carrying
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as it did agricultural implements, tile drains, lime, coals, dung, bark, bones
and Peruvian guano into the Garioch. There is a well-preserved stretch at
NJ 850156. The effect was impressive and is documented, for example in
relation to Leith Hall (no. 17). Lord Cockburn, writing in 1838, said,

I know no part of Scotland so much, and so visibly improved within thirty
years as Aberdeenshire. At the beginning of that time, the country between
Keith and Stonehaven was little else than a hopeless region of stones and
moss, . . . they began, and year after year have been going on, making dykes
and drains, and filling up holes with these materials, till at last they have
created a country which, when the rain happens to cease, and the sun to
shine, is really very endurable.’

In 1839 he wrote, ‘Industry can point to no greater triumph than to this part
of Scotland called Garioch.’

Simple limekiln
at Auchindoun
Castle

Aberdeenshire

Canal, Dyce
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The planned
village of
Dufftown,
founded 1817

PLANNED SETTLEMENTS

Grampian possesses a fine series of planned settlements from the days
of Improvement. It runs from New Keith (1750, Lord Deskford) and
includes Archiestown (no. 7); Laurencekirk (Lord Gardenstone, 1763);
Cuminestown (Joseph Cumine of Auchry, 1763); Strichen (Lord Strichen,
1764); Ballater (Francis Farquharson, 1770); Fochabers (Duke of Gordon,
1776); Huntly (redesigned 1776, by Duke of Gordon); Longside (James
Ferguson, 1801); Dufftown (earl of Fife, 1817); Cullen (earl of Seafield
no. 8); Lumsden (1825). All, bar the spa at Ballater (the Pannanich wells),
had a combination of agriculture and cottage industry as a motivation.
Some, such as the weaving settlement of Laurencekirk, are utilitarian,

The fishing village
of Portknockie
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others are elegant and open, particularly Huntly, or Fochabers which has a
fine square with a splendid steepled church by John Baxter as centrepiece.

There were also planned fishing villages, principally Gardenstown
(Alexander Garden of Troup, 1720); Macduff (formerly Down, 1783, eatl of
Fife); Portgordon (duke of Gordon, 1797); Burghead (1805). (Several other
fishing villages were the result of earlier, more collective efforts, as at
Portknockie (1677) and Findochty (1716), the latter settled by fishermen
from Fraserburgh.) One older fishing settlement, Portsoy, was already of
wider importance for its foreign trade. A burgh since 1550, its present
harbour dates from 1692 and preserves vertically coursed stonework and
fine 18th-century warehouses such as Corf House (N] 588662).

INDUSTRY

Much remains of the industrial past, both inland and along the coast.
Quarries were for long important, for granite in particular. The famous
Rubislaw Quarry in Aberdeen is now closed; that at Cairngall, Longside
was one of the earliest, while Kemnay and Corennie continue. The slate
quarries in the Foudland Hills (NJ 605338) were important sources of
roofing slates. Of the ironstone mine at the Lecht (NJ 238158), the remains
that still can be seen are of a high-level lade and a curious building that
probably housed the crushing machinery.

Distilling grew to prominence during the 19th century: good interpretative
displays and tours are provided at seven distilleries on the Speyside Whisky
Trail and at Dallas Dhu Distillery, Forres (NJ 035565) and Lochnagar,
Deeside (NO 266937). The textile industry was also important. Linen was
produced at Inverbervie (NO 823734), woollen cloth at substantial mills in
Elgin (NJ 225631), Keith (NJ 428514) and in Aberdeen. The bell tower of

Portsoy, the old
harbour
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1777 that called the weavers to work in Drumlithie can still be seen
(NO 786809). The beam engine that drove Alexander Hadden’s vast
woollen mill still survives at Garlogie (N]J 782055), the centrepiece of a
Museum of Power.

Although there are many water-powered meal mills scattered throughout
the region, few are well preserved; that at East Grange, Kinloss in Moray
(NJ 094616) is disused, while the restored Sandhaven (NJ 966671), Elgin
(no. 5), and Benholm (NO 806690) mills make rewarding visits. The massive
mill at Montgarrie, Alford, continues to produce fine oatmeal. The water-
powered saw and turning mill on the Feugh at Finzean (NO 591916) is a
fascinating survival, as is the Bucket Mill further upstream (NO 577912).

There are excellent displays on the fishing industry in the fishing and
maritime museums in Aberdeen and Lossiemouth and at the Buckie Drifter.

TRANSPORT

An important series of bridges of both stone and iron survives in
Grampian. Of those in stone the two in Aberdeen, Balgownie (N] 941096)
and the Bridge of Dee (NJ 929035) are the earliest, but the little Brig o’
Keith dates from 1609 (NJ 427507). Several stone bridges are part of the
system of military roads built after the ‘Forty-five. The finest, at Invercauld
(NO 186909), was built by Major Edward Caulfield in 1752 to carry the
road that had crossed the Mounth by the Cairnwell Pass over the Dee and
on to Corgarff and Ruthven. Another fine bridge on this route is at
Gairnshiel (N] 294008), a high, long single arch. A well-preserved section
of the military road leaves the A 939 at NJ 296063 and runs over the hill
shoulder to the river and on to Corgarff (no. 25).
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Other stone bridges were private initiatives by improving landowners, for
example the soaring Bridge of Alvah in the grounds of Duff House (no. 2)
or the curious tiered Craigmin Bridge at Letterfourie (NJ 441621). The
bridges built in the early 19th century quickly became part of the new
system of turnpike roads, for example Thomas Telford’s elegant bridge of
1817 at Keig (NJ 617186) or William Minto’s functional bridge at Potarch
(1814: NO 607973). Many of the tollhouses built on the turnpikes still
survive and can be recognised from their characteristic bowed gable jutting
towards the road; the best-preserved is at Echt (NJ 733056) and there is a
unique survival of a bridge and its tollhouse (1826) at Turriff (N] 714503).

To the early iron bridges dealt with in the guide should be added that over
the Dee at Park, Drumoak (NO 796981), built in 1854, which is an
impressive double span. It was cast in Aberdeen, as was the series of
attractive suspension footbridges that cross and recross the middle reaches
of the Dee, eg Cambus o’May (NO 420976), Polhollick (NO 343965) or
Abergeldie (NO 287953): these date from 1885 to 1905.
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Much can be seen by the walker of the former railway system in the North-
east. Part of the Deeside Line is laid out as a footpath (eg NJ 897030), and
the former Buchan and Formartine line is accessible at NJ 894180 and now
surfaced as far as Ellon, but by far the longest route is on the Speyside Way
which follows the old Strathspey Railway-line from Spey Bay to
Ballindalloch. At Ballindalloch (N] 168368) there is an early lattice-girder
bridge with iron-truss span (1863) crossing the dark Spey.

Of the region’s harbours, one of the earliest, Portsoy, has already been
referred to. Mention should also be made of those at Peterhead (NK
137460: south harbour, 1773, John Smeaton; north harbour, 1818, Thomas
Telford), Fraserburgh (1807), Stonehaven (Robert Stevenson, 1826),
Burghead (1807-10, with a surviving granary by Telford), and of course
Aberdeen (north pier is the oldest, by John Smeaton, 1775-81, extended by
Telford, 1810-16: interesting control tower; NJ 957057).

Finally, the lighthouses around the region’s coast include the earliest to be
lit in Scotland: Kinnaird Head, Fraserburgh (no. 16; now part of Lighthouse
Museum), Boddam (1827), Girdleness, Aberdeen (1833), Covesea (1846)
and Tod Head (1897). The development of the lighthouses shows very
clearly the direct relationship that existed between pure science and
technology during the 19th century: this is demonstrated vividly in the
displays in the new Kinnaird Head Lighthouse Museum.




I* Fasque House, Fettercairn,
Aberdeenshire

Early 19th century AD.
NO 648755. On B 974 1.8 km N of Fettercairn.

Built in 1809, this castellated mansion is in a
simple, severe style of Georgian Gothic, possibly
designed by John Paterson of Edinburgh. The main
block is of three storeys with a larger central bay
tower with a Doric portico at its base. This last was
added in 1829 when the house was bought by John
Gladstone,
supplying

communities of south-east Lancashire. In common

who had made a fortune from

corn to the growing industrial
with several other north-east landowners he later
owned slave sugar plantations in the West Indies
and invested in the new railways. He was created a

baronet in 1846.

From 1830 to 1851 Fasque was the home of his
younger son, WE Gladstone, and the house is full
of memorabilia of the four-times Prime Minister.
However, it is as a superbly organised machine for
servicing the hunting and shooting proclivities of
Sir John’s eldest son and grandson between 1830
and 1914 that Fasque is best viewed. (The latter
gentleman and seven of his friends once shot more
than 3000 pheasants in one day in 1905.) The house
illuminates in extraordinary detail the logistics of
life in a wealthy Victorian country house, both
above and below stairs. This is partly because
nothing was ever thrown out, or so it would seem,
by any of the six generations of Gladstones that
have lived here.

Much of the ground floor is given over to an

efficiently laid-out suite of rooms for the
(minimum of) fifteen indoor servants to work in.
As well as the gloomy servants’ hall, where the
middle-rank servants ate, there are a kitchen,
vegetable scullery, scullery with larder off, still
rooms, a housekeeper’s room and the butler’s
pantry. These rooms are still furnished with a
daunting array of equipment: armies of coal
scuttles and candle-holders, platoons of bed pans,
and waves of water-carriers, all of which the staff
had to carry to the guests’ rooms. The kitchen is
particularly impressive, with a spread of shining

copper pans all along one wall.

THE LANDSCAPE OF IMPROVEMENT

Above stairs, the interiors generally display a sense
of comfortable elegance. The entrance hall is
particularly pleasing being bright and deep, with a
gleaming, glass- scraped floor leading back to a
superb double staircase. This is cantilevered into
the wall and has low risers and deep treads so that
the visitor appears to soar effortlessly upwards
rather than merely ascend. The upper landing is lit
from an oval cupola above.

The most interesting rooms are the Business Room,
the successor of the Laird’s room in earlier great
houses, which is arranged as a late Victorian estate
owner’s room with an excellent four seater ‘rent
desk’; the bathroom, which contains Sir John’s
grandiose canopied bath with shower, spray, wave,
plunge, cold and hot taps; Sir Thomas’s bedroom
with a wardrobe that looks like a tomb; and the
Library, the collecting of books for which was
largely the responsibility of the young WE
Gladstone, and which boasts above the shelves a
series of inspirational busts of some of the writers
represented below. The bedroom of Mr Gladstone’s
sister, the confined and depressive Helen, is dark
and oppressive.

All this solid comfort was funded from the
investments made by the Founder and from the
income of the improved farms of the estate’s
tenants. The nearby Episcopal chapel of 1847 is in
an early English style by James Henderson: it was
for the family, their servants and tenants.

Fasque House
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2* Duff House, Banff, Aberdeenshire
AD 1730-39

NJ 690633. 0.4 km S of Banff.
Aberdeenshire Council.

Of all William Adam’s creations, this is the most
assertive, the most baroque, certainly when
compared with the blandness of Haddo (no. 3),
which he was also building at this time. The
explanation lies in Adam’s ability to interpret his
client’s demands and temperament. In William
Braco, MP, one of the richest men in the north-east
(as a result of his father’s banking business), Adam
had a client who was determined to impress, if not
daunt, his fellow mortals. Created Lord Braco in
1735 and Earl Fife in 1759, Braco and his
descendants were a family in a hurry: ‘from bonnet
lairds to dukes in 150 years’ it has been said. Adam
responded brilliantly to his patron’s pretensions,
giving him a building that is swaggering,
sophisticated and breathtaking: work began in
1735:

Built in an extravagant classical-baroque style, the
house consists of a square block of three storeys
and a full basement. It is entered up a double
curving staircase. The principal feature of the front

is a group of four Corinthian pilasters topped by a

sculpture-filled pediment and a balustrade. This
block is flanked and oversailed by square corner
towers that thrust upwards and outwards from the
main facade. The effect is dramatic and
reminiscent of some of Vanbrugh’s creations. The
verticality of the design, to which the pilasters
make a major contribution, is emphasised by the
isolation of the house. Adam originally intended
that pavilions should flank the main block, sitting
forward from it and linked to it by curving

colonnades. That these were never built was due to

- a dispute between Adam and Braco in 1736 over the

cost of shipping the carved Corinthian capitals
from Queensferry. It was finally settled in Adam’s
favour shortly before his death in 1748. Although
the house was roofed by 1739, such was Braco’s
bitterness that he never lived in it and would draw
down the blinds of his coach whenever he passed it.

The visitor should stand before the house on the
south lawn and note the overall symmetry, and
details such as the sculpture in the pediment, the
lead figures of Mars, Diana and Orpheus above
and the urns placed on the balustrade yet higher
above. On entering the house the height of the
rooms is at once striking and exhilarating. The
delicate plaster ceiling mouldings and the gold leaf
on the doors of the first floor are fine rococo work



(completed by the second earl), while the central
stair, rising the full height of the house, is at once
majestic yet appealingly domestic. The main public
rooms are on the first and second floors, allowing

visitors an elegant ‘parade’.

The house was eventually occupied by the second
earl and his descendants. As part of the break-up of
the Fife estates, it was gifted to the burghs of
Macduff and Banff in 1906 and its contents sold in
1907. It was used as a hotel, nursing home and
army billet, being rescued by the then Ministry of
Works in 1956. It has been meticulously restored by
Historic Scotland and is now open as a Country
House Gallery, clothed in pictures and furnishings,
an outstation of the National Galleries of Scotland,
run by the local authority.

Such a grand house had originally a large and
impressive park, mostly created by the second earl.
Some of the features of this park can still be seen on
the riverside walk to the south of the house. There
is a fine icehouse and the mausoleum built by the
second earl, for which he had two tombstones
removed from Cullen kirk (no. 50) and their dates
altered to give his family a spurious antiquity.
(These stones have since been returned to Cullen,
but a third, which he removed from St Mary’s,
Banlff is still against the back wall: it is probably the
tomb of a 17th century provost of Banff.) The track
winds on to the bridge of Alvah, a magnificent
structure of 1772.
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3* Haddo House, Tarves, Aberdeenshire
AD 1731-6.

NJ 868347. 