






Fig. 14 Brockloch, aerial "iew 

More recent agriculture has levelled the rigs within these fields, 
but they are visible on aerial photographs and, in low light, they 
can still be seen on the ground. 

The rig at Brockloch illustrates the three types identified in 
the survey area (see above). Straight rig of post-Improvement 
date, with furrows 2m to 4m apart, truncates or overlies broader 
(5m to 8m), sinuous rigs, which, in some cases, have been split 
into two. Unenclosed patches of curving rigs 3m to 4m across 
which overlie the prehistoric material on the upper slopes they 
may either be relatively early in the sequence of medieval 
agriculture or reflect a different technique employed in tilling 
outfields or temporary intakes of more marginal ground. 

The enclosure of the hill ground by drystone walls and the 
pattern of regular fields on the valley sides are a product of the 
agricultural improvements of the late eighteenth and early 
nineteenth centuries. The high level of masking of earlier 
phases of activity by later remains is due to a location at the 
very edges of the relatively densely settled Glenesslin, which 
must have formed a focus for medieval settlement, and w&s 
certainly the case by the date of Pont's map (late 16th century). 

Skelston Burn 
The Skelston Burn, which is a tributary of the Glenesslin Burn, 
drains a relatively shallow valley bounded, on the north, by 
Slatehouse Hill, and on the south, by Skelston Hill (Figs 8, 15), 
The particular archaeological interest of the valley lies in the 
number and concentration of monuments which have been 
identified, as well as the contrasting pattern of survival and 

destruction of the material on the opposing sides of the valley. 
To the north and around the head of the Skelston Burn, the 
valley has seen little agricultural exploitation in the post­
prehistoric period and it still displays a wealth of prehistoric 
remains; however, to the south-west, where the valley has been 
extensively tilled in relatively recent times and is now divided 
into a series of post-Improvement drystone-walled fields 
interspersed with tree plantation rings, comparatively few 
monuments can now be seen. 

As at Brockloch, the prehistoric remains appear to belong to 
two principal periods, with the burial cairns, hut-circles, small 
cairns and bumt mounds representing the 3rd and 2nd millennia 
BC and the homestead the 1 st millennium BC. There is a 
symmetry to the distribution of the burial cairns along the 
valley (Fig. 2) with a single cairn towards the head of the valley 
and two pairs of cairns on opposite sides of the valley where it 
starts to open out. There are large numbers of burnt mounds, 
many occurring in loose groups, with up to six strung out along 
the bank of a stream. Three hut-circles were identified, one of 
which appears to lie under the wall of a homestead (A on Fig. 
15), and another has a subrectangular baffle-wall around its 
entrance (B). 

Again, as at Brockloch, there is a homestead (A and Fig. 7F) 
situated within the previously cleared ground, perhaps i-ndicat­
ing occupation on a somewhat reduced scale by the first 
millennium BC. What may be a second homestead (C) is 
overlain by a sheepfold on the southern flank of Slatehouse 
Hill. The only evidence for later activity comes from a few 
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shieling huts, occasional patches of unenclosed rig, and the 
Improvement-period fields along the south-west side of the 
Skelston Burn. 

Lochurr 
This archaeological landscape (Fig. 16) lies on the west side of 
Lochurr Hill to the north and north-west of Lochurr farm, 
occupying ground that rises from about 200m to just under 
300m OD. There are areas of blanket peat on the flatter ground 
to the west of this area, but the only deep peat on Lochurr Hill 
is confined to gullies, and it appears that this gently-rising 
ground was preferred for settlement in antiquity, although the 
possibility remains that there are monuments buried under deep 
peat on the flatter ground to the west. In contrast with 
Brockloch and the Skelston Burn, Lochurr Hill lies outwith the 
main valleys, where the majority of settlement was concen­
trated, at least in historic times and probably also in prehistory; 
it is possible that this area may always have been marginal to 
the main settlements, with its occupation characterised by 
episodic, and perhaps relatively less intensive, settlement. 

The farming and settlement remains span at least four 
millennia and, those of the prehistoric period include burnt 
mounds, a hut-circle (A on Fig. 16), a heavily-robbed home­
stead (B), a scatter of small cairns, and a field-system. Post­
prehistoric and pre-Improvement activity is represented by 
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shieling-huts, possibly some of the burnt mounds, and the rig, 
while the post-Improvement monuments (i.e. , those depicted on 
the first edition of the OS 6-inch map) comprise a square 
sheepfold (C) and a series of drystone walls. 

The only probable permanent prehistoric settlement is 
represented by a single hut-circle and a possible homestead, but 
even allowing for attrition by later land-use, these monuments 
are not accompanied by the richness of structural remains that 
can be seen at Brockloch and along the SkelstoT) Burn. Like­
wise, the present farm at Lochurr, although probably of 
medieval origin, is isolated from its neighbours, in contrast to 
the relatively dense distribution of sites along the Glenesslin 
Burn. 

The area of presumably prehistoric field-system on the south­
west of Lochurr Hill does suggest a prolonged period of 
activity, of sufficient intensity to produce Iynchets up to 1 m in 
height and with at least two, and possibly three, phases 
represented by the sequential cross-contour banks overlying 
one of the Iynchets. 
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Fig. 16 LocJlllrr. archaeological la/ldscape (NX 78 NE 34). 1:5000 (based upon the Ordnance Survey map, Crown Copyright) 
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GAZETTEER 

LIST OF SITES RECORDED IN GLENESSLIN 

(The sites are listed by OS 1: 1 0,000 quarter sheet and by NMRS number) 

NX78NE 49 NX797 838 Mark Cleugh burnt mounds 
50 NX 7991 8361 Mark Cleugh farmstead 

3 NX764 858 Green Craig small cairns, bank 51 NX 79 108357 Castramon Bum burnt mound 
4 NX 7765 8755 Girharrow Bum cairns 52 NX 79968398 Glenesslin Bum burnt mound, sheepfold 
5 NX775 857 Craes Hill small cairns, huts 53 NX777 846 Shillingland burnt mounds 
6 NX772 855 Craes Hill cairn, small cairns, hut, 54 NX 7815 8435 Castramon Moor homestead, small cairns 

burnt mounds 55 NX783 847 Doddies Brae burnt mounds 
7 NX787 879 Girharrow 'cairns' 56 NX 78628449 Muttonhole burnt mound 
10 NX 7892 8522 Cats Craig burnt mound, small cairns, 57 NX 789 840 Castramon Moor buildings, huts 

enclosure 58 NX 785 839 Castramon Moor burnt mound, shieling-huts 
11 NX 7985 8558 Bogrie Moor cairns 59 NX788 832 Castramon small cairns 
17 NX767 853 Lochurr field clearance, enclosure, 60 NX778 838 Castramon Hill bank, small cairns 

lazy-beds 61 NX 7821 8471 Doddiesliggat building 
18 NX 78 85 Bogrie Hill cairns 62 NX 76108483 Loch Knowe homestead (possible) 
24 NX 76828624 Lochurr Hill burnt mound 
25 NX 7648 8660 Walls Bum fannstead (possible) 
26 NX 7531 8617 Pointfoot burnt mound 
27 NX 7751 8511 Old Shillingland farmstead, kiln-barn NX88NW 
28 NX 7827 8551 Shillingland Moor burnt mound 
30 NX78 85 Shillingland Moor small cairns 1 NX 81738971 Maxwelton motte 
31 NX 76898564 Lochurr Hill burnt mound 2 NX 81668865 Old Crawfordton homestead 
32 NX 77 13 8591 Craes Hill burnt mound 3 NX 8155 8884 Old Crawfordton tower-house 
33 NX760 852 Lochurr burnt mounds 4 NX 804 859 Bogrie Moor cairns (possible) 
34.00 NX76 85 Lochurr archaeological landscape NX 8072 8519 Bogrie Moor cairn (possible), field 
34.01 NX761 855 Lochurr field-system, shieling-hut clearance cairns 
34.02 NX75 85 Lochurr shieling-huts, small cairns, 6 NX 8081 8516 Bogrie Moor settlement 

enclosure 7 NX 813 854 Bogrie Moor cairn (possible), small 
34.03 NX 76 85 Lochurr burnt mounds cairns (possible) 
34.04 NX 75708556 Lochurr hut-circle (possible) 9 NX 82658940 Maxwelton enclosure 
34.05 NX 7611 8587 Lochurr Hill homestead (possible), 10 NX 835 893 Crossford Hi 11 field clearance cairns 

buildings, banks, rig (possible) 
11 NX 84068891 Breckonside Tower tower, building 
12 NX 84688567 Snade Castle earthwork 

NX78 SE 14 .00 NX81 86 Skelston Bum archaeological landscape 
14.01 NX 81438700 East Skelston homestead, hut-circle 

1 NX 75868419 White Isle earthwork, quem, structures 14 .02 NX 81408705 East Skelston cairn 
2 NX 7625 8449 Loch Urr island dwelling 14 .03 NX 81208712 Skelston Bum hut-circles 
3 NX 79898234 Craigdasher Hill cairns 14.04 NX81 86 East Skelston small cairns, banks, ri g 
4 NX794 824 Craigdasher Hill small cairns 14 .05 NX 81968650 East Skelston cairns 
8 NX 76708370 Craigenvey Moor small cairns 14 .06 NX 81148689 Skelston Bum burnt mound 
9 NX 76408340 Craigenvey Moor small cairns 14.07 NX 81448673 Skelston Bum building 
15 NX 7647 8346 Craigenvey Moor .cairn 14 .08 NX 81138702 Skelston Bum burnt mounds 
16 NX 76408412 Craigenvey Moor platform 14 .09 NX 81458712 Skelston Bum burnt mound 
18 NX761 832 Black Mark shieling-huts 14.10 NX 8156 8702 Skelston Bum burnt mounds 
20 NX791 842 Sundaywell Moor buildings, enclosures, 14 .1 1 NX 8171 8690 Skelston Bum burnt mounds 

road, hut 14.12 NX 8181 8705 Skelston Bum burnt mounds 
21 NX 77768320 Hawk Craig burnt mound 14. 13 NX 8155 8642 Skelston Bum burnt mounds 
22 NX 77398260 Craigenputtock Moor burnt mound 14.14 NX 81538731 Skelston Bum burnt mound 
23 NX 78058295 Hawk Craig building, small cairns 14 .15 NX 8182 8753 Skelston Bum burnt mound 
24 NX78188285 Hawk Craig burnt mound 14 .16 NX820 872 Skelston Bum burnt mound, huts, small 
25 NX 79048277 Lettrick enclosure cairns 
26 NX 796 1 8279 Craigdasher burnt mound 14. 17 NX 82548673 Skelston Bum burnt mound 
27 NX 772 841 Craigenvey farmstead 14. 18 NX 81948676 Skelston Bum burnt mound 
28 NX 772784 11 Craigenvey burnt mound 14 .19 NX 82078654 Skelston Bum burnt mound 
29 NX 780 840 Castramon Hill burnt mound, shieling-huts 14.20 NX 82088644 Skelston Bum burnt mounds 
30 NX787 844 Muttonhole burnt mound, shieling-huts 14 .21 NX 82058623 Skelston Bum burnt mound 
31 NX784 843 Muttonhole burnt mounds, shieling-huts 14 .22 NX 82378621 Skelston Bum burnt mound 
32 NX 79278385 Castramon Moor burnt mound 14.23 NX 8240 8627 Skelston Bum burnt mounds 
33 NX 7913 8390 Castramon Moor hut-circle (possible), 14.24 NX 8250 8615 Skelston Bum burnt mound 

small cairns, building, 14 .25 NX 82648633 Skelston Bum cairn 
enclosure 14.26 NX 8260 8624 Skelston Bum hut-circle (possible) 

34 NX 7933 8339 Castramon Bum burnt mound 14 .27 NX 82658599 Skelston Bum burnt mound 
35 NX 798383 12 Mark Cleugh burnt mound 14.28 NX 8277 8587 Skelston Bum burnt mounds 
36 NX 7635 8232 Craigenputtock burnt mound 14 .29 NX 82858587 Skelston Bum burnt mound 
37 NX 76328258 Craigenputtock burnt mound 14.30 NX 82868581 Skelston Bum burnt mound 
38 NX 77998492 Shillingland burnt mound 14.3 1 NX 82908624 Skelston Bum cairn 
39 NX 78668459 Muttonhole building, enclosure, field- 14.32 NX 8291 8627 Skelston Bum homestead (possible), hut 

system 14.33 NX 82978608 Skelston Bum burnt mounds 
40 NX 790 845 Sundaywell Moor homestead, building, 14 .34 NX 83 188619 Skelston Bum burnt mound 

small cairns 14 .35 NX 82 86 Skelston Bum small cairns, banks 
41 NX 7879 8376 Castramon Moor burnt mound 15 .00 NX 835 895 Crossford Hill small cairns, cairn , 
42 NX 79 84 Sundaywell Moor burnt mounds, shieling-huts farmstead, kiln, 
43 NX 79348466 Sundaywell Moor homestead, burnt mound, building, burnt mounds 

small cairns 15.0 1 NX 835 895 Crossford Hill small cairns, banks 
44 NX 7911 8423 Sundaywell Moor burnt mound 15.02 NX 8367 8978 Cross ford Hill cairn (possible) 
45 NX 7996 8411 Sundaywell Moor burnt mound 15 .03 NX 83808971 Crossford Hill farmstead , kiln 
46 NX 7957 8355 Castramon Bum burnt mound 15 .04 NX 84028935 Cross ford Hill building 
47 NX 7943 8352 Castramon Bum enclosure 15.05 NX 83448982 Cross ford Hill burnt mound 
48 NX 79458378 Castramon Bum burnt mound 15 .06 NX 834 896 Cross ford Hill burnt mounds 
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15.07 NX 8359 8986 Cross ford Hill bumt mound 103 NX 848 896 Breconside Hill homestead (possible), 
15 .08 NX 8336 8954 Crossford Hill bumt mound small cains, rig 
17 NX 80 88 Castlehill small cairns, rig 104 NX 84288803 Auchenfedrick farmstead 
19 NX 8235 8551 West Skelston cairn 105 NX84478816 Auchenfedrick Cottage building, pele 
20 NX 8157 8885 Old Crawfordton house 
23 NX 8441 8818 Auchenfedrick homestead, building 
25 NX8 8 Crawfordton kiln: corn-drying NX 88 SW 
27 NX 8169 8626 East Skelston enclosure, cairn 
36 NX 843 898 Laggan Burn burnt mounds 1.00 NX 80 84 Sundaywell Moor archaeological landscape 
38 NX 847 894 Breconside burnt mounds 1.01 NX 802 844 Brockloch farmstead, pele, field-
39 NX 8481 8930 Breconside farmstead system 
40 NX 84258945 Laggan Burn bumt mound 1.02 NX 802 845 Brockloch enclosures 
41 NX 8129 8575 Greymare's Stone hut-circle, small cairns 1.03 NX 80148462 Brockloch homestead 
43 NX 83758917 Crossford Scroggs building 1.04 NX 80088462 Brockloch cairn 
44 NX 8411 8897 Breckonside Tower burnt mound 1.05 NX 802 846 Brockloch field-system 
45 NX 839 889 Laggan Burn bumt mounds 1.06 NX 80008448 Brockloch burnt mounds 
46 NX 83958871 Craig Plantation farmstead 1.07 NX 80308473 Brockloch building (possible) 
47 NX 8420 8884 Breckonside Tower homestead (possible), 1.08 NX 806 848 Sundaywell field-system , buildings, 

building enclosure 
48 NX 8421 8876 Breckonside Tower bumt mound 1.09 NX 806 850 Bogrie Linn farmstead 
49 NX 84148874 Breckonside Tower burnt mound 1.10 NX 8059 8551 Sundaywell building 
50 NX 840 882 Auchenfedrick burnt mounds 1.11 I>IX 8056 8504 Bogrie Linn burnt mound 
51 NX 84278821 Auchenfedrick hall-house (possible), 3 NX81118473 Sundaywell fort, building, enclosure 

kiln, pele, farmsteads 4 NX81068470 Sundaywell field clearance cairn 
52 NX 8430 8845 Auchenfedrick burnt mound 5 NX81148441 Sundaywell pele 
53 NX 84358234 Auchenfedrick building 12 NX 840 802 Speddoch Hill field clearance cairns 
54 NX 84648832 Bankhead burnt mound 13 NX 83908492 Gameston Wood burnt mound 
55 NX 8156 8619 Skelston Hill bumt mound 14 NX 808 841 Sundaywell burnt mounds 
56 NX 8441 8822 Auchenfedrick kiln-barn 15 NX 806 842 Brockloch burnt mounds 
57 NX 84848779 Wallacehall Wood burnt mound 16 NX 8123 8435 Sundaywell bumt mound 
58 NX 816 886 Old Crawfordton burnt mounds 17 NX 81168396 Fraserford enclosure 
59 NX 81718896 Old Crawfordton cairn 18 NX 80908467 Sundaywell building, enclosure 
60 NX 81458846 Cleughside cairn 19 NX 823 841 Collieston Cottage burnt mounds 
61 NX 8276 8833 Stewarton pele (possible), building, 20 NX 80008401 Glenesslin Burn hut 

enclosure 21 NX 814 829 Black Cleugh burnt mounds 
62 NX 810 885 Castlehill bumt mounds 22 NX 818 828 Black Cleugh bumt mounds 
63 NX 808 887 Castle Hill burnt mounds 23 NX 816 830 Nether Whiteside Moor burnt mounds, small 
64 NX 8086 8887 Castlehill burnt mound cairns, rig 
65 NX 8121 8889 Castlehill burnt mound 24 NX 81808482 Bogrie building, enclosure 
66 NX 814 887 Old Crawfordton buildings, lade, mill 25 NX 82798370 Dunesslin burnt mound 
67 NX 814 889 Old Crawfordton mill, building 26 NX 8007 8391 Mark Cleugh burnt mound 
68 NX 81938847 Cleughside burnt mound 27 NX 81398496 Bogrie building 
69 NX 8217 8836 Cleughside farmstead 28 NX 821 849 Drumshangan burnt mounds 
70 NX 821 884 Cleughside Burn burnt mounds 29 NX 822 830 Collieston Burn farmstead 
71 NX 8349 8858 Cross ford Studio cairn (possible) 30 NX 8235 8325 Collieston Burn burnt mound 
72 NX 83428847 Cross ford Studio building 31 NX 827 842 Nethertown burnt mounds 
73 NX 8338 8890 Cross ford buildings, field-system 32 NX 82078415 Nethertown Moor burnt mound 
74 NX 83258927 Knockstrony burnt mound 33 NX 832 839 Collieston Burn farmstead 
75 NX 8186 8504 Rowantreehall buildings, enclosure 34 NX 8253 8431 Nethertown shieling-hut (possible) 
76 NX 84748559 Snade burnt mound 35 NX 815 845 Sundaywell Cottage cairns 
77 NX 8172 8592 Herd Hill burnt mound 36 NX 803 837 Whiteside Cottage burnt mounds, small 
78 NX 824 857 West Skelston burnt mounds cairns 
79 NX 83328918 Knockstrony enclosure 37 NX 8348 8433 Glenesslin Schoolhouse cairn 
80 NX 82948929 Clonegate building 
81 NX 82858942 Clonegate building, field-system 
82 NX 8228 8589 East Skelston Cottage cairn 
83 NX 8488 8541 Snade burnt mounds 
85 NX 826 875 Torr Wood burnt mounds 
86 NX 826 872 Knockmarlin burnt mounds, rig 
87 NX 834 870 Quislton Wood burnt mounds 
88 NX 836 865 Slatehouse Hill burnt mounds, small 

cairns, rig 
89 NX 8285 8558 West Skelston bumt mound 
90 NX 836 857 Coatston Wood bumt mounds, field 

clearance cairns 
91 NX 832 858 Browhead bumt mounds 
92 NX 83108560 East Skelston bumt mound 
93 NX 832 853 Nether Goosedubs burnt mounds, building 
94 NX 838 854 Garrieston Wood burnt mounds 
95 NX 83788517 Garrieston Wood bumt mound 
96 NX 8 1998600 East Skelston Cottage bumt mound 
97 NX 822 876 Torr Wood burnt mounds, shieling-huts 
98 NX 8291 879 1 Stewarton burnt mound 
99 NX 8285 8707 Knockrnarlin burnt mound, small cairns, 

rig 
100 NX 822 850 Shank burnt mounds 
101 NX 8469 8532 Snade fannstead 
102 NX 8306 8594 Browhead building, enclosure, lazy 

beds 
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