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ROYAL WARRANTS
I
GEORGE R.I.
GEORGE THE SIXTH, by the Grace of God, of Great Britain, Ireland and the
British Dominions beyond the Seas, King,
Defender of the Faith, to
Our Trusty and Well-beloved Sir GEORGE MAcDoNALD, Knight Commander of Our
Most Honourable Order of the Bath, Master of Arts, Fellow of the British Academy,
Doctor of "Letters, Doctor of Laws, President of the Society of Antiquaries of
Scotland;
THOMAS HASTIE BRYCE, Esquire, Master of Arts, Doctor of Medicine, Doctor
of Laws, ' Fellow of the Royal Society, Fellow of the Royal Society of Edinburgh,
Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, Emeritus Professor of Anatomy,
University of Glasgow;
Sir lAIN COLQUHOUN, Baronet, Knight of Our Most Ancient and Most Noble
Order of the Thistle, Companion of Our Distinguished Service Order, LieutenantColonel in Our Regular Army Reserve of Officers, Doctor of Laws;
ALEXANDER ORMISTON CURLE, Esquire, Commander of Our Royal Victorian
Order, Doctor of Laws, Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries, Fellow of the Society
of Antiquaries of Scotland;
JAMES CURLE, Esquire, Doctor of Laws, Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries,
Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland;
REGINALD FRANCIS JOSEPH FAIRLIE, Esquire, Royal Scottish Academician,
Doctor of Laws, Fellow of the Royal Institute of British Architects, Fellow of the
Society of Antiquaries of Scotland : JAMES ARCHIBALD MORRIS, Royal Scottish Academician, Fellow of the Royal
Institute of British Architects, Fellow of the Royal Society of Edinburgh, Fellow
of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland; and
Sir JOHN MAXWELL STIRLING MAXWELL, Baronet, Knight of Our Most Ancient
nd Most Noble Order of the Thistle, Doctor of Laws, Fellow of the Society of
Antiquaries of Scotland;
GREETING!
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Given at Our Court at Saint James's the first day of December, 1938,
Year of Our Reign.
By His Majes ty's Command,
JOHN COLV ILLE.
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11
GEORGE R.I.
GEORGE THE SIXTH, by the Grace of God, of Great Britain, Ireland and the
British Dominions beyond the Seas, King,
Defender of the Faith, to
Our Trusty and Well-beloved Sir JOHN MAXWELL STIRLING MAXWELL, Baronet, Knight
of Our Most Ancient and Most Noble Order of the Thistle :GREETING!
Whereas 'it pleased His late Majesty King Edward the Seventh by Warrant under
His Royal Sign Manual bearing date the seventh day of February, Nineteen hundred
and eight, to direct the issue of Letters Patent under the Seal appointed by the Treaty
of Union to be kept and made use of in place of the Great Seal of Scotland appointing
Commissioners to make an inventory of the Ancient and Historical Monuments and
Constructions connected with or illustrative of the contemporary culture, civilization,
and conditions of life of the people in Scotland from the earliest times to the year 1707.
And whereas the office of Chairman of the said Commission is now vacant by the
death of Sir George Macdonald, Knight Commander of Our Most Honourable Order
of the Bath.
Now Know ye that We reposing great trust and confidence in your knowledge,
discretion and ability have nominated, constituted and appointed and do by these
Presents nominate, constitute and appoint yo~ the said Sir John Maxwell Stirling
Maxwell, one of the Members of the said Commission, to be Chairman thereof, subject
to the provisions of the aforesaid Letters Patent.
Given at Our Court at Saint James's the seventeenth day of October, 1940, in the
fourth Year of Our Reign.
By His Majesty's Command,
ERNEST BROWN.
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III
GEORGE R.I.
GEORGE THE SIXTH, by the Grace of God, of Great Britain, Ireland and the
British Dominions beyond the Seas, King,
Defender of the Faith, to
Our Trusty and Well-beloved VERE GORDON CHILDE, Esquire, Doctor of Letters, Doctor
of Science, Fellow of the British Academy, Professor of Prehistoric Archreology,
University of Edinburgh : GREETING!
Whereas it pleased His late Majesty King Edward the Seventh by Warrant under
His Royal Sign Manual bearing date the seventh day of February, Nineteen hundred
and eight, to direct the issue of Letters Patent under the Seal appointed by the Treaty
of Union to be kept and made use of in place of the Great Seal of Scotland appointing
Commissioners to make an inventory of the Ancient and Historical Monuments and
Constructions connected with or illustrative of the contemporary culture, civilization,
and conditions of life of the people in Scotland from the earliest times to the year 1707.
And whereas a vacancy has occurred amongst the Commissioners so appointed.
Now Know ye that We reposing great trust and confidence in your knowledge,
discretion and ability have nominateq, constituted and appointed and do by these
Presents nominate, constitute and appoint you the said Vere Gordon Childe to be one
of the Commissioners for the purposes of the said Inqqiry.
Given at Our Court at Saint James's the sixth day of May, 1942, in the sixth Year
of Our Reign.
By His Majesty's Command,
THOMAS JOHNSTON.
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IV
GEORGE R.I.
GEORGE THE SIXTH, by the Grace of God, of Great Britain, Ireland and the
British Dominions beyond the Seas, King,
Defender of the Faith, to
Our Trusty and Well-beloved WILLIAM MACKAY MACKENZIE, Esquire, Master of Arts,
Doctor of Letters :GREETING!
Whereas it pleased His late Majesty King Edward the Seventh by Warrant under
His Royal Sign Manual bearing date the seventh day of February, Nineteen hundred
and eight, to direct the issue of Letters Patent under the Seal appointed by the Treaty
of Union to be kept and made use of in place of the Great Seal of Scotland appointing
Commissioners to make an inventory of the Ancient and Historical Monuments and
Constructions connected with or illustrative of the contemporary culture, civilization,
and conditions of life of the people in Scotland from the earliest times to the year 1707.
And whereas a vacancy has occurred amongst the Commissioners so appointed.
Now Kno~ ye that We reposing great trust and confidence in your knowledge,
discretion and ability have nominated, constituted and appointed and do by these
Presents nominate, constitute and appoint you the said William Mackay Mackenzie to
be one of the Commissioners for the purposes of the said Inquiry.
Given at Our Court at Saint James's the twenty-seventh day of February, 1943, in
the seventh Year of Our Reign.
By His Majesty's Command,
THOMAS JOHNSTON.
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v
GEORGE R.I.
GEORGE THE SIXTH, by the Grace of God, of Great Britain, Ireland and the
British Dominions beyond the Seas, King,
Defender of the Faith, to
Our Trusty and Well-beloved VIVIAN HUNTER GALBRAITH, Esquire, Master of Arts,
Fellow of the British Academy, Professor of History, University of Edinburgh :GREETING!
Whereas it pleased His late Majesty King Edward the Seventh by Warrant under
His Royal Sign Manual bearing date the seventh day of February, Nineteen hundred
and eight, to direct the issue of Letters Patent under the Seal appointed by the Treaty
of Union to be kept and made use of in place of the Great Seal of Scotland appointing
Commissioners to make an inventory of the Ancient and Historical Monuments and
Constructions connected with or illustrative of the contemporary culture, civilization,
and conditions of life of the people in Scotland from the earliest times to the year 1707.
And whereas a vacancy has occurred amongst the Commissioners so appointed.
Now Know ye that We reposing great trust and confidence in your knowledge,
discretion and ability have nominated, constituted and appointed and do by these
Presents nominate, constitute and appoint you the said Vivian Hunter Galbraith to be
one of the Commissioners for the purposes of the said Inquiry.
Given at Our Court at Saint James's the twenty-seventh day of February, 1943, in
the seventh Year of Our Reign.
By His Majesty's Command,
THOMAS JOHNSTON.
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VI
GEORGE R.I.
GEORGE THE SIXTH, by the Grace of God, of Great Britain, Ireland and the
British Dominions beyond the Seas, King,
Defender of the J:aith, to
Our Trusty and Well-beloved IAN ARCHIBALD RICHMOND, Esquire, Master of Arts,
Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries, Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries of
Scotland :GREETING!
Whereas it pleased His late Majesty King Edward the Seventh by Warrant under
His Royal Sign Manual bearing date the seventh day of February, Nineteen hundred
and eight, to direct the issue of Letters Patent under the Seal appointed by the Treaty
of Union to be kept and made use of in place of the Great Seal of Scotland appointing
Commissioners to make an inventory of the Ancient and Historical Monuments and
Constructions connected with or illustrative of the contemporary culture, civilization,
and conditions of life of the people in Scotland from the earliest times to the year 1707.
And whereas a vacancy has occurred amongst the Commissioners so appointed.
Now Know ye that We reposing great trust and confidence in your knowledge,
discretion and ability have nominated, constituted and appointed and do by these
Presents nominate, constitute and appoint you the said Ian Archibald Richmond to be
one of the Commissioners for the purposes of the said Inquiry.
Given at Our Court at Saint James's the twenty-fifth day of April, 1944, in the
eighth Year of Our Reign.
By His Majesty's Command,
THOMAS JOHNSTON.
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VII
GEORGE R.I.
GEORGE THE SIXTH, by the Grace of God, of Great Britain, Ireland and the
British Dominions beyond the Seas, King,
Defender of the Faith, to
Our Trusty and Well-beloved STUART PIGGOTT, Esquire, Bachelor of Letters, Fellow
of the Society of Antiquaries, Professor of Prehistoric Archreology, University of
Edinburgh :GREETING!
Whereas it pleased His late Majesty King Edward the Seventh by Warrant under
His Royal Sign Manual bearing date the seventh day of February, Nineteen hundred
and eight, to direct the issue of Letters Patent under the Seal appointed by the Treaty
of Union to be kept and made use of in place of the Great Seal of Scotland appointing
Commissioners to make an inventory of the Ancient and Historical Monuments and
Constructions connected with or illustrative of the contemporary culture, civilization,
and conditions of life of the people in Scotland from the earliest times to the year 1707.
And whereas a vacancy has occurred amongst the Commissioners so appointed.
Now Know ye that We reposing great trust and confidence in your knowledge,
discretion and ability have nominated, constituted and appointed and do by these
Presents nominate, constitute and appoint you the said Stuart Piggott to be one of the
Commissioners for the purposes of the said Inquiry.
Given at Our Court at Saint James's the twenty-fifth day of October, 1946, in the
tenth Year of Our Reign.
By His Majesty's Command,

J.
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VIII
GEORGE R.I.
GEORGE THE SIXTH, by the Grace of God, of Great Britain, Ireland and the
British Dominions beyond the Seas, King,
Defender of the Faith, to
Our Trusty and Well-beloved WILLIAM DOUGLAS SIMPSON, Esquire, Master of Arts,
Doctor of Letters, Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries, Fellow of the Society of
Antiquaries of Scotland :GREETING!
Whereas it pleased His late Majesty King Edward the Seventh by Warrant under
His Royal Sign Manual bearing date the seventh day of February, Nineteen hundred
and eight, to direct the issue of Letters Patent under the Seal appointed by the Treaty
of Union to be kept and made use of in place of the Great Seal of Scotland appointing
Commissioners to make an inventory of the Ancient and Historical Monuments and
Constructions connected with or illustrative of the contemporary culture, civilization,
and conditions of life of the people in Scotland from the earliest times to the year 1707.
And whereas a vacancy has occurred amongst the Commissioners so appointed.
Now Know ye that We reposing great trust and confidence in your knowledge,
discretion and ability have nominated, constituted and appointed and do by these
Presents nominate, constitute and appoint you the said William Douglas Simpson to
be one of the Commissioners for the purposes of the said Inquiry.
Given at Our Court at Saint James's the fifth day of December, 1946, in the tenth
Year of Our Reign.
By His Majesty's Command,
JOSEPH WESTWOOD.
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IX
GEORGE R.
GEORGE THE SIXTH, BY THE GRACE OF GOD, of the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Ireland and of the British Dominions beyond the Seas, King,
Defender of the Faith, to
Our Trusty and Well-beloved
Sir JOHN MAXWELL STIRLING MAXWELL, Baronet, Knight of Our Most Ancient
and Most Noble Order of the Thistle, Doctor of Laws, Fellow of the Society of
Antiquaries, Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland;
ALEXANDER ORMISTON CURLE, Esquire, Commander of Our Royal Victorian
Order, Doctor of Laws, Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries, Fellow of the Society
of Antiquaries of Scotland;
REGINALD FRANCIS J OSEPH F AIRLIE, Esquire, Royal Scottish Academician,
Doctor of Laws, Fellow of the Royal Institute of British Architects, Fellow of the
Royal Society of Edinburgh, Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland;
VIVIAN HUNTER GALBRAITH, Esquire, Master of Arts, Doctor of Literature,
Fellow of the British Academy, Regius Professor of Modern History in the University of Oxford;
WILLIAM MACKAY MACKENZIE, Esquire, Master of Arts, Doctor of Literature,
Honorary Royal Scottish Academician, Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries of
Scotland;
STUART PIGGOTT, Esquire, Bachelor of Literature, Fellow · of the Society of
Antiquaries, Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, Professor of Prehistoric Archaeology, University of Edinburgh;
IAN ARCHIBALD RICHMOND, Esquire, Master of Arts, Doctor of Laws, Fellow
of the British Academy, Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries, Fellow of the Society
. of Antiquaries of Scotland;
WILLIAM DOUGLAS SIMPSON, Esquire, Master of Arts, Doctor of Literature,
Fel]ow of the Society of Antiquaries, Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland;
GREETING!
WHEREAS we have deemed it expedient that the proceedings of the Royal
Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments and Constructions of Scotland
shall extend at the discretion of the Commissioners to the period subsequent to the
year 1707, and that a new Commission should issue for this purpose:
NOW KNOW YE that We have revoked and determined, and do by these presents
revoke and determine, the Warrant bearing date the seventh day of February, Nineteen
hundred and eight, directing the issue of Letters Patent under the Sea] appointed by the
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Treaty of Union to be kept and made use of in place of the Great Seal of Scotland
whereby Commissioners were appointed and every matter and thing therein contained,
as well as all subsequent Warrants whereby members were appointed to the said Commission, and that We, reposing great trust and confidence in your knowledge, discretion
and ability, have nominated, constituted and appointed and do by these Presents
nominate, constitute and appoint you the said Sir John Maxwell Stirling Maxwell
(Chairman), Alexander Ormiston Curle, Francis Joseph Fairlie, Vivian Hunter Galbraith,
William Mackay Mackenzie, Stuart Piggott, Ian Archibald Richmond, and William
Douglas Simpson, to be Our Commissioners to make an inventory of the Ancient and
Historical Monuments and Constructions connected with or illustrative of the contemporary culture, civilisation and conditions of life of the people in Scotland from the
earliest times to the year 1707 and such further Monuments and Constructions of a date
subsequent to that year as may seem in your discretion to be worthy of mention therein,
and to specify those which seem most worthy of preservation.
AND FOR the better enabling you to carry out the purposes of this Our Commission,
We do by these Presents authorise you to call in the aid and co-operation of owners of
ancient monuments, inviting them to assist you in furthering the objects of this Commission; and We do further authorise and empower you to call before you such persons
as you may judge necessary .by whom you may be the better informed of the matters
herein submitted for your consideration, and every matter connected therewith, with
power to invite the possessors of such papers as you may deem it desirable to inspect to
produce them before you, and to inquire of and concerning the premises by all other
lawful ways and means whatsoever.
AND WE DO further authorise and empower you to confer with the Council of the
Scottish National Buildings Record from time to time as may seem expedient to you
in order that your deliberations may be assisted by the reports and records in the possession of the Council and to make such arrangements for the furtherance of objectives
of common interest to yourselves and to the Council as may be mutually agreeable.
AND WE DO further by these Presents authorise and empower you, or anyone or
more of you, to visit and personally inspect such places as you may deem expedient
for the more effectual carrying out of the purposes aforesaid.
AND WE DO by these Presents will and ordain that this Our Commission shall
continue in full force and virtue, and that you Our said Commissioners, or any three
or more of you, may from time to time proceed in the execution thereof, and of every
matter and thing therein contained, although the same be not continued from time to
time by adjournment.
AND Our further Will and Pleasure is that you Our said Commissioners, or any
three or more of you do report to us from time to time in writing under your hands
and seals all and every your proceedings under and by virtue of these Presents.
Given at Our Court at Saint James's the first day of January, 1948, in the twelfth
Year of Our Reign.
BY HIS MAJESTY'S COMMAND,
ARTHUR WOODBURN.
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THIRTEENTH REPORT
OF THE ROYAL COMMISSION ON THE ANCIENT AND
HISTORICAL MONUMENTS OF SCOTLAND
To

THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR MAJESTY,-

We, Your Majesty's Commissioners, appointed to make an Inventory ofthe Ancient
and Historical Monuments and Constructions connected with or illustrative of the
contemporary culture, civilisation, and conditions of life of the people in Scotland from
the earliest times to the year 1707, and to specify those which seem most worthy of
preservation, humbly present to Your Majesty this our Thirteenth Report. The
Inventory deals with the City of Edinburgh, its suburban districts and the port of Leith.
Taking advantage of the discretion accorded to us by Your Majesty's Royal Warrant
of 1st December, 19:38, we have included in the Inventory not only the monuments
that are of earlier date than 1707 but also a certain number of buildings erected between
1707 and 1815. The Inventory having gone to the press before the issue of Your
Majesty's Royal Warrant of January 1st, 1948, advantage could not be taken of the
discretion afforded by it for the inclusion of buildings of still later date. In respect of
buildings erected after 1707 we have thought it proper to cover the whole area of the
City as defined by the Edinburgh Corporation Order of 1933, while in respect of the
earlier monuments it has only been necessary to deal with the area excluded from the
Inventory of Midlothian, as noted in our Tenth Report. Appended to the Report is
a list of those monuments which, in our opinion, are most worthy of preservation.
We tender to Your Majesty our respectful thanks for the gracious message that
accompanied Your Majesty's acceptance of the volumes embodying our Twelfth Report
with the Inventory of the Monuments of Orkney and Shetland.
We desire to acknowledge the welcome assistance given us by Mr. C. A. Malcolm,
M.A., Ph.D., who supplied us with a wealth of historical matter for use in both the
introduction and the text, and who also most kindly contributed the notes on vanished
buildings that have been incorporated in the Inventory; by Sir Francis J. Grant,
K.C.V.O., LL.D., W.S., formerly the Lord Lyon King of Arms, who has personally
revised all the heraldic matter; by Mr. H. W. Meikle, C.B.E., LL.D., D.Litt., formerly
Librarian of the National Library of Scotland, Mr. W. Angus, LL.D., Keeper of the
Registers of Scotland, Mr. H. M. Paton, formerly of Your Majesty's Register House,
Miss M. Wood, D.Litt., City Archivist, and the late Professor R. K. Hannay, LL.D.,
H.R.S.A., particularly in connection with the tombstones in Greyfriars Churchyard;
by successive Secretaries of Your Majesty's Office of Works and of the Ministry of
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Works in Edinburgh and their staffs, especially by making the Ministry's photographs
available for use as illustrations; by Mr. J. S. Richardson, LL.D., formerly one of
Your Majesty's Inspectors of Ancient Monuments; by Mr. Stanley Cursiter, C.B.E.,
RS.A., formerly Director of the National Gallery of Scotland, who kindly contributed
a description of the Trinity College altar-piece; by the late Mr. C. Boog-Watson, the
late Mr. John Russell, and Sir Frank C. Mears, P.R.S.A., LL.D., F.RLB.A., who
placed their wide knowledge of old Edinburgh at our disposal; by Mr. E. J. Macrae,
F.RLB.A., who, as City Architect, lent plans and supplied information about existing
and vanished structures; and by the late the Most Honourable the Marquess of Bute,
K.T., and a large number of other proprietors and householders who likewise supplied
information about individual buildings and gave practical assistance to the Commission's
officers in the course of the survey.
We desire to point out that the survey on which this Inventory is based was spread
over a period of many years, and that the late war has still further delayed its publication.
It consequently represents the work of a body of Commissioners of whom only two
now remain, but we have not seen in this fact any ground for undertaking a revision
of the previously accepted text. Except as otherwise stated, the descriptions represent
the monuments. as they stood in 1941, and the usual notes recording dates of visit have
accordingly been omitted; the more important buildings, however, were checked again
III 1947.
Most of the City's principal monuments are now in public hands, and are therefore
unlikely to suffer further damage as the result of neglect. Experience suggests, however,
that other structures may be expected to deteriorate progressively unless their preservation is made a matter of policy; while in any comprehensive scheme of urban reconstruction buildings of both categories are liable to be demolished unless definite plans
are made for their retention and incorporation in the new streets. It is hoped that
this may be done in the case of all buildings which possess first-rate artistic merit, or
which constitute important examples of the architectural styles and methods of their times.
The war brought special risks to ancient monuments in all parts of Scotland, not
only through enemy action but through the field-training of troops, and we endeavoured
to forestall such damage by preparing emergency records. Under this programme
some two thousand three hundred photographs were taken of buildings situated in
counties not yet covered by Inventories, and six hundred and thirty-six monuments
were visited and recorded in military training areas. We have to thank Professor
Childe, who was then a member of the Commission, for having done the---bulk of this
latter work himself. In 1943 and 1944 the services of the Secretary were made available
to the National Buildings Record of England to make photographic records of historic
buildings in Northumberland, Cumberland and Durham, as a result of which some
three thousand four hundred photographs were secured for the Record's collection.
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In conclusion we desire to record our deep regret for the death of our late Chairman,
Sir George Macdonald, K.C.B., LL.D., D.Litt., F.B.A., whose untiring work for the
Commission continued until the last days of his life; of Professor T. H. Bryce, M.D.,
F.RS., the last member of the Commission'as originally formed in 1908; of Mr. James
Curle, LL.D., W.S., for long our valued adviser on medireval as well as on Roman
matters; of Mr. James Morris, F.RLB.A.; and of Sir lain Colquhoun of Luss, Bart.,
K.T., D.S.G., LL.D., who had previously resigned under pressure of other work.
We also regret the resignation of Sir John Maxwell Stirling Maxwell, Bart., K.T.,
LL.D., F.S.A., our Chairman since 1940; and of Professor V. G. Childe, D.Litt.,
D.Sc., F.B.A., F.S.A., who found field-work in Scotland impossible after his departure
to take up the Directorship of the Institute of Archreology in the University of London.
The vacancies so caused have been successively filled by Professor V. H. Galbraith,
M.A., D.Litt., F.B.A., Mr. W. Mackay Mackenzie, M.A., D.Litt., H.RS.A., Mr. 1. A.
Richmond, LL.D., F.B.A., V.-P.S.A., Professor S. Piggott, B.Litt., F.S.A., Mr. W.
Douglas Simpson, M.A., D.Litt., F.S.A. and the Right Honourable the Earl of Wemyss
and March, the last-named having also been appointed Chairman. We record with satisfaction that three, members of the staff, Mr. C. S. T. Calder, A.RLA.S., Mr. K. A.
Steer, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A., and Mr. R W. Feachem, M.A., F.S.A., F.RG.S., served
during the late war in Your Majesty's Armed Forces, and we congratulate Mr. Steer
on the mention in despatches that he received.

WEMYSS, Chairman.

W. MACKAY MACKENZIE.

ALEXR. O. CURLE,

1. A. RICHMOND.

REGINALD F.

J. FAIRLIE.

STUART PIGGOTT.

V. H. GALBRAITH.

W. D. SIMPSON.
ANGUS GRAHAM,
Secretary.

Edinburgh, June 19th, 1950.
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LIST OF ANCIENT AND HISTORICAL MONUMENTS
IN THE CITY OF EDINBURGH
WHICH THE COMMISSIONERS DEEM
MOST

WORTHY

OF

Canongate Tolbooth, 163 Canongate (No. 105).
167-9 Canongate (No . 106).
Moray House, 174 Canongate (No. 107).
Bible Land, 187-97 Canongate (No . 108).
194-8 Canongate (No. 110).
6-14 Chessel's Court, 240 Canongate (No. 114).
Canongate Burgh Cross (No. 119).

BURGH OF EDINBURGH

Edinburgh Castle* (No. I).
St. Giles' Church (No. 2).
Tron Church (No. 3).
Magdalen Chapel (No. 6).
Greyfriars Church (No. 7).
Cannonball House, Castle Hill (No. 8).
Milne's Court, 517 Lawnmarket (No. 12).
Gladstone's Land, 483-9 Lawnmarket (No. 14).
Lady Stair's House, 477 Lawnmarket (No . 15).
312-28 Lawnmarket (No. 18).
300-2 and 306-10 Lawnmarket (No. 19).
City Chambers, 249 High Street (No. 23).
Parliament House, Parliament Square (No. 29).
Moubray House, 53 High Street (No. 38).
" John Knox's House," 45 High Street (No. 39).
I Grassmarket (No. 52).
74- 8 Grassmarket (No. 53).
Candlemakers' Hall, 36 Candlemaker Row (No. 55).
Heriot's Hospital (No. 56).
University, South Bridge (No. 57).
Surgeons' Hall, Drummo~d Street (No. 58).
Flodden Wall, all fragments (No. 59).
Telfer Wall (No. 60).
Mercat Cross, High Street (No. 61).
Statue of Charles II, Parliament Square (No. 62).
BURGH OF CANON GATE

Palace of Holyroodhouse (No. 87) and remams of
Holyrood Abbey* (No 86).
Canongate Church (No. 89).
Abbey Strand (No. 90).
White Horse Close, 31 Canongate (No. 93).
Queensberry House, 64 Canongate (No. 94).
82 and 82A Canongate (No. 96).
142 Canongate (No. 102).
Acheson House, 146 Canongate (No. 103).
Huntly House, 146 Canongate (No. 104).

PRESERVATION

NEW TOWN AND INNER SUBURBS

St. Cuthbert's Church (No . 125).
Register House, Princes Street (No. 129).
Assembly Rooms, George Street (No. 131).
Charlotte Square as a whole (No. 140).
Remaining examples of original constructions
George Square (No. 144).

ill

OUTLYING DISTRICTS

St. Anthony's Chapel (No. 167).
Pilrig House, Pilrig Street (No. 169).
Drylaw House (No. 173).
Easter Coates House, Palmerston Place (No . 177).
Murrayfield House (No. 178).
Ravelston House (No. 179).
Beechwood House (No. 180).
Roseburn House (No. 182).
Merchiston Castle (No. 185).
Bruntsfield House, Whitehouse Loan (No. 186).
The Hermitage of Braid (No . 187).
Morton Hall (No. 191).
Duddingston House (No. 192).
LEITH, NEWHAVEN AND RESTALRIG

St. Triduana's Well, Restalrig Church (No. 220).
13 Waters' Close, Leith (No. 225).
National Bank of Scotland, Bernard Street, Leith
(No. 227).
Custom House, Commercial Street, Leith (No. 229).
Craigentinny House, Restalrig (No. 231).

* Crown property.
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INTRODUCTION
TO THE INVENTORY OF THE ANCIENT AND HISTORICAL
MONUMENTS OF THE CITY OF EDINBURGH
1. The City and its setting. 2. History :-A. The Burgh of Edinburgh (i) to the 15th century-merchants
and craftsmen; (ii) to the Union of the Crowns; (iii) between the Unions; (iv) the Augustan Age. B. The
Burgh of Canongate. C. Leith. D. Portsburgh. E . The Baronies. F. The Town mills. 3. The Town walls.
4. Domestic building from the sixteenth to the nineteenth century. 5. Wells and water-supply. 6. The development
of the New Town.
1.

THE CITY AND ITS SETTING

Drumsheugh or Drumselch, Dunsapie, and Glencorse. 4 Macbeth of Liberton was a prominent figure
in the time of David I. The Gaelic conquest of
Lothian had been assured by the victory of Malcolm
11 at Carham on the Tweed in 1018 and Dunedin
had ceased to be a Border fortress. Its character as a
fortress, however, was still expressed in its name,
and to the Norman immigrants it became Castrum
Puellarum, "The Maidens' Castle "-a name very
widely distributed but not yet convincingly explained. 5

The rock of Edinburgh has no doubt been occupied
as a fortress from v.ery early .times, but it can
first be identified in the Brythonic form of Dineidin
in the old Welsh poem, the Gododdin of Aneurin,
dating from the end of the sixth century.l The
Pictish symbol-stone (p.2IS) found near the WellHouse Tower, in Princes Street Gardens, belongs
approximately to this period. The name became,
in Gaelic, Dun-eideann or "Dunedene", which in
English is "Edineburg,"2 where Din, Dun and
But if the meaning of its ancient name is now
Burg all have the same meaning of a fortress. doubtful, the site of Edinburgh has a geographical
The second element in the name is probably the position which fully accounts for its importance in
name of the district within which the Dark-Age fort the Dark Ages. Among the numerous hill-forts of
of Din Eidyn lay. The suggestion from the twelfth- that period in the region, Edinburgh alone commands
century forms Edwinesburgh (Symeon of Durham) the point where the Roman route from the south
and Edwinesburgensis, the latter an adjectival use reached the Firth of Forth. Here is, then, the
in the Holyrood foundation-charter, of a derivation appropriate point of concentration for trade and
from Edwin, the great Northumbrian king (617-33) political influence, however irregular the one or
can be disregarded, as nothing is known of any shadowy the other, in an age when these things were
specific connection with that king. In the Pictish inevitably centred in a chieftain's stronghold. The
Chronicle the place is called oppidum Eden, oppidum same factor guaranteed the site's future. The
being in this chronicle the usual rendering of Dun,3 situation was bound to attract the Angles, whose
and it is said to have been vacated by the Angles realm of Bernicia was ruled from a coastal fastness
in the reign of Indulph (Indolb) and left to the and owed its cohesion to a combined use of the
Scots under that king. This surrender probably North Sea and the arterial land-route provided by
first opened the way to the infiltration of Gaelic Dere Street, the Roman road from Tees to Forth.
settlers who have left their place-names in or about The Normans, whose eye for a commanding situation
Edinburgh as in the eastern Lowland shires, names was even keener, must have been no less alive to the
such as Braid, Corstorphine, Dairy, Craiglockhart, happy conjunction of advantages. Thus, it is the
!for Williams, Canu Aneirin (1 938 ), I. II58; Antiquity,
ibid., xvi (1942), pp. 237-57.
Watson, The History of the Celtic Place-names of Scotland,
0
1
pp. 4. - . 3 Skene, Celtic Scotland, i, p. 365. • Watson,
op. ett., pp. 143-5.
..1.

~11l (1939), pp. 25-34;

5 Watson, (op. cit., pp. ISO, 342), accepts one of the traditional explanations. But see also Wheeler, Maiden Castle,
Dorset, pp. 8 ff.; also Loomis, Arthurian Tradition and
Chretien de Troyes, pp. 108 ff.
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relation of the site to the wreck of the Roman road- ran east along the valley north of the ridge. This
system which is the key to Edinburgh's early latter stream, with drainage from other springs to the
importance, and the explanation of why Edinburgh west, was dammed in the 14th or early 15th century
lived when other great Dark-Age sites in Lothian, to form the moat of the North Loch! on the site now
like Traprain Law and Kaims Hill, died out of occupied by Princes Street Gardens and the railway.
existence.
After existing for more than two hundred years as a
The Rock, an abrupt eminence of commodious size defence, a ducking-pond, an eel-fishery, and a
by early standards, exemplifies the geological forma- . receptacle for every sort of nuisance, it was drained
tion known as " crag and tail," the" tail" being the in 1663 and again at different dates in the 18th
eastwards-running ridge of softer material which has century. More than once, however, it was refilled,
not suffered denudation. On the upper part of the since, when dry, it was found useful by smugglers as
" tail," separated from the" crag" by a hollow, rose a clandestine way of entering the city. Towards the

t

t

FIG . 2 .-Edinburgh and its environs in the
11th century.

FIG. 3.-Edinburgh and its environs
12th century.

.11

In

the

the royal burgh, the term burgh now having been
extended to mean a town; and farther down was
founded the burgh of Canongate, baronial because
its immediate superior was not the King but the
Abbot of Holyroodhouse. The Abbey lay just
beyond, a house of canons regular, and from this the
burgh acquired its name of Canongate-the Canons'
Way . . On the south the ridge is flanked by a valley
draining eastwards from a point south-east of the
Castle Rock; from the same region another small
stream encircled the west face of the Rock and then

end of the 18th century, however, when the city
began its extension on the north of the loch, it was
permanently drained. 2 On the south side, on the
site of what is now the Meadows, was the South or
Burgh Loch,3 which was partly drained in 1658 and
wholly by 1740. The Iow-lying ground on the west,
beyond CoItbridge, was occupied by Corstorphine
Loch, the largest of the group, with its adjoining
swamps; this was partially-!eclaimed in the middle
of the 17th century and finally drained in 1837.'
Close to it on the west was Gogar Loch, which was

1 It is referred to under that name in 1437.
(Reg.
Cart. St. Egid., p. 58). It then extended to the line of the
Nether Bow. 2 On the history of the North Loch see
Robertson and Wood, Castle and Town, pp. 4-28. 3 One

source of the burgh's water supply in the 16th century.
O .E.C., x, p. 254. Cf. also p. Ixxi. • CadelI, The Story of
the Forth, p. 13 2 , and Stat. Acet., xiv, p. 457.
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drained about 1766.1 Smaller lochs existed on the
north of Blackford Hill, at Craiglockhart, Craigcrook,
Inverleith, Canonmills, Holyrood, and Restalrig.
The last named is now known as Lochend Loch, and
an entry in the Accounts of the Lord High Treasurer
for 15072 records the payment of money to four
boatmen for raising wildfowl on the Loch for the
King's sport, so that the Loch may then have been
larger than it is at present. The only other survivors
of these features are Duddingston and Dunsapie
Lochs, the latter artificially enlarged. Apparently it
was the existence of so many sheets of water round

private persons. At the time of the battle of
Flodden, according to Drummond of Hawthornden
(1585-1649), it was" a field spacious, and delightful
by the shade of many stately and aged oaks."6 A
small portion of the Muir still survives in Bruntsfield
Links.
Prominent round the city and its Rock are the hills,
Arthur's Seat, the highest and most conspicuous,
and also Corstorphine, Blackford, and Calton Hills.
It was this setting that led travellers in Greece to
compare Edinburgh with Athens, the Acropolis
dominating that city like the Castle Rock, and so

t

t

FIG. 4.-Mediaeval Edinburgh, Canongate
and Leith.

FIG. 5.-Edinburgh and Leith in the later
18th century .

the city that gave rise to its French designation as
l'Islebourg. 3

gave rise to the description of Edinburgh as the
" modern Athens."?

Another vanished feature of the medireval topography was the Burgh Muir, an area of grazing,
peat-moss, and woods, which lay between the South
Loch and Blackford Hill and once extended from
near Duddingston to Tipperlin. 4 It was common
ground until nearly the end of the 15th century,
when the magistrates permitted the burgesses to fell
the trees for timberS and also sold various parts to

Mention of the various commumtJes and great
landed estates in the neighbourhood of Edinburgh is
relevant here because their destiny was to be absorbed,
sooner or later, in the acquisitive city. While still
but a royal burgh it required a port, if it was to share
in the advantages of an export and import trade.
The nearest and best outlet was the natural harbour
at the mouth of the Water of Leith, five miles away.

1 Ibid. 2 Accts. L .H. T. , iv, p. 72.
• Early Travellers,
p. 75 n. 'O.E.C., x, pp. 4 f. • M aitland, History,
p. 11, quoting MS. minutes of the Town Council.
8 The History of Scotland, etc. (1655), p . 144.
7 James

Cl

Stuart, joint author of The Antiquities of A thens (1761) ;
H . W . Williams, Travels in Italy, Greece, etc. (1 820),
ii, p. 384 .
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Whatever may have been the relation of the places
before, Edinburgh by a confirming charter in 1329
was granted the Port of Leith, and continued, through
a frequently troubled connection, to enjoy controlling
powers over that community for just over five
hundredl years. 1 In the end Leith was included
within the city boundaries. Near by King James IV
in 1506 established a dock and shipbuilding yard at
the "New Haven," whereupon five years later
Edinburgh, in fear of a rival to their port of Leith,
purchased the site from the King with all its privileges. ~ Canongate, the ancient burgh of regality,
stood literally at the door of the city, but in 1636

FIG .6.-Boundaries of the City of Edinburgh
as established in 1933.

Edinburgh, as part of a financial" deal,"2 acquired
the superiority, and rather more than two hundred
years later its incorporation in the city followed.
Broughton also was a regality appertaining to Holyrood 3 and this, too, with its burgh was conveyed to
Edinburgh by the financial arrangement of 1636.
The name survives in streets of that quarter. To the
south of the city was a settlement on lands that
formed part of the extensive barony of Inverleith,
but these were assigned to the city by a neW proprietor in 1648, whereupon the King erected the
community into the burgh of barony of Ports burgh. 4
Wester Restalrig, of which Calton Hill was part, was
sold to the city in 1724.5 The laying-out of the
"New Town" beyond the North Loch, an undertaking which began in 1767, was a revolutionary
action in the city's development. On all these and
8

1 See separate section on Leith, p . Iv.
• See p . liv .
Reg. Mag . Sig., 1306- 1424, No. 847 . 'Reg. Mag . Sig. ,

other constituent parts in the eXIstmg complex
further information is provided in subsequent pages.

2.
A.

HISTORY

THE BURGH OF EDINBURGH

(i) To the fifteenth century-merchants and craftsmen. Lack of material makes it impossible to
provide a detailed, consecutive account of the
historIcal occupation of this site. The position held
no attraction for the Roman military engineer. ~ The
Angles, whose departure in the loth century has
already been mentioned, like the Dark Age chieftains
who preceded and the Scots who followed them,
seem only to have occupied a stronghold on the Rock.
John of Fordun, writing towards the end of the 14th
century, records that Margaret, Queen and Saint,
died in 1093 in the "Maidens' Castle" (in castro
puellarum),6 which we may take to be the primitive
type of fortress on the Rock, since the medireval
castle proper was not yet being built in Scotland.
This does not make it an habitual royal residence,
which rather was at Dunfermline. 7
Of the existence of a burgh or town near the castle
in the following century we learn only from incidental
references in charters of David I-no remains of the
town-houses of this early period, or indeed of any
period before the third quarter of the sixteenth
century, have survived to be included in the Inventory. Though Edinburgh is a royal burgh, no
charter of foundation exists in its case any more than
in those of the other royal burghs known to have been
created by that King. Canongate and St. Andrews
of that time were baronial erections for which there
had to be a specific delegation of royal authority.
For a royal burgh recognition was so far good enough,
as indeed was possible also in England. In one of
the earliest royal erections by charter, however, that
of Dumbarton by King William in 1222, that burgh
and its burgesses are granted all the liberties and
customs enjoyed by the King's burgesses in Edinburgh. "Liberties" in this connection are franchises, that is privileges, and the "customs"
(consuetudines) are the practice or law of a burgh,
such as " watch and ward" (vigilia) and enclosure of
one's property (claustura), from which King David
1634-1651, No . 2021. See here p . lix. 6 D .E.C. , xviii,
p. 50. • Chronica, v, cap. xxi . 7 Ibid., cap . xv.
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would not exempt even a favoured burgess at Perth. 1
Edinburgh as a pattern for a burgh is not here
specially significant; there are other examples of
one burgh being founded in terms of another.
Later on, however, in the days of its marked flourishing, Edinburgh is frequently cited on certain matters
as an example to be followed.
The privileges in question were those of buying
and selling. For the next seven hundred years it
was a principle of Scots law, however in time it
might be modified or encroached upon, that trade
must be confined to burghs, and that no one burgh
should intrude upon the traffic of another. Canongate,' however, by the Holyrood charter was given
leave to make use of the market at Edinburgh, bread,
ale, and cloth being articles mentioned. More
important than local trade was that of export and
import, of which the latter provided much the
greater profitS', and which came to be expressly
confined to royal burghs. It was for this reason that
the port of Leith was so essential to Edinburgh's
prosperity. All articles brought for sale in the
burgh market had to pay a toll, or " petty custom,"
goods exported a " great custom." It is not necessary here to discuss the complicated financial adjustments arising out of these payments. It may be
noted, however, that the agent of a superior was
usually known as a praepositus ; 2 thus King William
had a praepositus on his manor of Gorgie. 3 Praepositi
are prominent also ' in the early history of burghal
financial affairs; later the name, anglicised as
"provost," is transferred to the leading magistrate
of the burgh.

It was usual also to endow a royal burgh with some
amount of landed property, and that belonging to
Edinburgh was the ground lying to the east and
south, already referred to as the Burgh Muir, which
was not very serviceable for cultivation.' A further
equipment of a royal burgh was the attachment to it
of a definite area over which it enjoyed the monopoly
of trading, where articles for sale had to be brought
to the burgh market and pay toll, the market being
thus also the proper place of purchase. Such
1 Lawrie, Early Scottish Charters, No. ccxlviii.
2 Cf.
Ballard, The Domesday Boroughs, pp. 45-7. • " Gorgin."
Lib. Cart. St. Crucis, p. 29. 'On the Burgh Muir see
O.E.C., x. In a charter of January, 1507-8 it is referred
to as formerly called the Forest of Drumselch. Reg. Mag.
~ig., 1424-1513, No. 3173. • Royal Comm., Local Reports,
1, pp. 281-2.
• B .R ., iii (1557-71), p. 273. 7 Edinburgh
Charters, No. viii . • Mears, The Early Views and Maps

C2

transactions might obviously involve a long journey,
until later on provision was made to reduce this
hardship. There is no precise instruction as to such
a monopoly area attached to Edinburgh, but it is
presumed to have existed and "conjectured" that
" it coincided with what was ultimately constituted
into the sheriffdom of Edinburgh Principal, bounded
by Edgebuckling Brae (beside Musselburgh) on the
east and the Water of Almond on the west; on the
south by the boundaries of the shires adjoining to
the shire of Edinburgh; and on the north by an
imaginary line along the middle of the Firth of
Forth." 5 This is the area of privilege claimed by
the Town Council in a minute of 1570, though
without specification of any warrant or source of
information. 6 It has place also in the city's" Golden
Charter" of 1603, but not as a confirmation of anything. However, in 1367 Edinburgh secured the
suppression of a fair at Newbattle as prejudicial to
the burgh and its burgesses. 7
That there was any earlier town-like community on
the site before the emergence of the burgh is improbable: "had there been a town of any size on or
adjoining the ridge, the plan of the ' Royal Burgh'
would have given evidence of it. The plan is very
regular and must, in the main, have been set out on
a practically clear site."8 Canongate was believed
to have been founded on waste land in the neighbourhood of a hunting forest. 9 It would seem that
the original occupants of burghs were of alien origin,
English, Flemings, Frenchmen1o-so much is
suggested by the fact that the earliest names associated
with burghs are generally foreign. l l To attract such
settlers, familiar with business, was the policy of the
Scottish kings and has its parallels elsewhere.
Names common in the 13th-century records of
Edinburgh are Bartholomew, Forster, Mortimer,
Dederyk, Michael of Flanders, Carriber, Carketill,
Lysour, De Tours, Turing. A list of similar aspect
is that of the burgesses who are entered in Ragman
Roll as swearing fidelity to Edward I, at their head
William of Dederik, the alderman or equivalent of
the later provost, and with them "the whole
of Edinburgh, p . 302. • Cf. Lib . Cart. St. Crucis, p. Ixxxvii :
" be the inspectioun of historeis . . . allanerlie woddis
and wildernes." 10 Cf. WiIliam of Newburgh (1174), " for
the towns and fortified places (oppida) of the Scottish realm
are known to be inhabited by English" (Rerum Anglicarum
Libri Quinque, bk. ii, ch. 34. In ed. 1567, p. 193). 11 See
W. Mackay Mackenzie, The Scottish Burghs, pp. 36-7.
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commune of the same"l burgh, where commune
signifies an urban as opposed to a feudal agricultural
community. The life-blood of a burgh was trade
and crafts.

The High Street of Edinburgh extended from the
Iieighbourhood of the Castle to what was afterwards
known as the Netherbow Port or Gate; beyond this
lay Canongate, which extended as far as Holyroodhouse. As in other burghs it was a market-place, on
this account widening, as is still obvious, in what is
now the Lawnmarket, a form also apparent at Elgin.
In 1364- King David 11 granted under the Great
Seal to the burgesses and community of Edinburgh
a piece of ground in the " common way" or High
Street, a hundred feet long and thirty wide, for the
erection of a new Tron, that is a weigh-house, the
site to be held in feu and heritage. 8 A new Tolbooth
appears to date from 1386, when King Robert 11
gave a charter for another piece of ground, sixty feet
in length and thirty in breadth, on the north side of
the High Street, for the erection thereon of houses
and biggings for the adornment of the burgh, G a
charter endorsed as relating to the site of the
"Belhous." This site was to be held in burgage for
the payment of a penny silver at Whitsunday, but
only if asked for. The" Belhous" was probably
a building for public administration, as a bell was a
usual means of summoning public gatherings. But
we have note of an earlier praetorium or town hall in
1369,10 which probably perished when Edinburgh
was burned in August, 1385, by the army of Richard
11. On the site rose the later Tolbooth to accommodate meetings of Parliament, Town Council, and
Courts of Law.

Each burgess was the occupier of a toft or masure
(mansura) , that is a plot of ground on which he was
bound to build a house within a year, and the
boundaries of which were determined by burgh
officers known as " liners" (lineatores). A town was
laid out on a simple plan, based on the castle, where
one existed, as it did in Edinburgh. Between the
rows of houses ran the "common way" (vicus
communis) 2 or High Street. House and garden
formed a " close" or enclosure, but when, with th~
growth of population, the open spaces of these
" closeris" had to be built upon, the name was
applied to the lanes leading to them, which thus got
to be known as " closes," though in some cases as
" wynds" or "vennels."3 As in other towns the
houses were for centuries built of wood,4 supplied in
Edinburgh from the Burgh Muir. In the closing
years of the 17th century it could be observed that in
Edinburgh it was the new houses that were built of
stone, 5 about which time too the Provost could be
commended by Parliament for his "building in
Stone for the greater Security against fire."6 For his
property in the town the burgess paid rent to the
King, holding it by burgage tenure, that is free of the
usual feudal obligations. Land granted to the burgh
as such on its foundation was rent free, but at the
same time each royal burgh, in line with other royal
tenants, had to contribute to the customary " aids"
or grants of money made to the King, the sum being
fixed as a proportion for each and allotted among the
individual burgesses. This burden was always
pleaded by the royal burghs as the justification for
their monopoly of foreign trade. Only for a royal
aid could a "stent" or tax be thus levied; the
normal expenses of burgh administration were supposed to be met by the "common good" in land
and revenues possessed by the burgh. Rating for
other purposes was a much later expedient. 7

It seems clear that Edinburgh, like other burghs,
had a protective enclosure or wall from an early
stage in its history. Thus between II60 and II80
the Abbot of Kelso transferred to an individual a full
toft11 in Edinburgh "between the West Gate and the
Castle on the left of those entering the town."12 A
South Gate also comes on record in a charter of 1214confirming a grant made by Malcolm IV (II53-65)
to the Abbey of Newbattle of a property near it,13
and an East Gate is mentioned as the arcus inferior
(which IS "Nether Bow") in 1369.14 Fuller

1Instrumenta Publica, etc., 129 1-96 (Bannatyne Club),
p. 122; Calendar, ii, p . 197. 2 Edinburgh Charters, No.
vii. 3 Cum transitu eiusdem qui dicitur le Venel. Reg.
Cart. St. Egid., p .I08 . • Cf. Mackenzie, The Scottish
• Acts Pari.
Burghs, p . 39. • Early Travellers, p. 279.
Scot., ix, p. 489. 7 Royal Comm., Gen. Report, pp. 21, 25.
• Reg. Mag. Sig., 1306-1424, No. 207; Edinburgh Charters,
No . vii. 9 Ibid., No. xiii . 10 Reg. Cart . St. Egid., p. 276.
11 It was common for religious houses, whose landed

estates provided surplus goods for sale and export, to have
grants of tofts in burghs, and Holyrood, Newbattle,
Dunfermline, Kelso and Melrose all had burgage holdings
in Edinburgh. It would seem that they thereby secured
trading privileges, and at the least they could draw a
rental by letting their holding. (Lib . S. Marie de Calchou, ii,
p. 365, No. 475). 12 Interianuam occidentalem et castellum ad
sinistram euntibus in oppidum. (Ibid.) 13 Juxta australem
ianuam . (Reg.deNeubotle,p. 90.) H Reg. Cart. St .Egid., p. 285 .
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information on the various walls will be found in a
later part of this Introduction. l
The 14th century was a time of recurrent wars,
really a prolongation of the War of Independence,
and in its latter part also of misrule almost anarchic
in effect. The Castle of Edinburgh was twice held
for a term by the English invaders and as often
recovered by the Scots. King Robert Bruce on the
first occasion had totally levelled its defences, leaving
only a few imperfect buildings, while the " mote"
and other quarters were giving no return. 2 When
the English came back in 1335 they reconstructed
the castle, only to have it retaken by the Scots a few
years later. In 1342 the burgh is described as
totally waste. 3 In 1368 the provost stated, in the
preamble to a resolution, that " from the ravages of
war, the mortality of man and the ignorance of
youth, many bequests to their Church of St. Giles,"
and its altars, "J1ad been aJ:>stracted or misapplied."4
As already noticed, the town was burned in 1385.
Just before this the Abbot of Holyroodhouse was
granted by King Robert Il a site for a house in the
castle to which he and his canons and their household
could betake themselves in peace and war; 5 and in
the month before the burning the Earl of Carrick,
afterwards King Robert Ill, and his council granted
to the burgesses of Edinburgh of good reputation,
who had dwellings within the castle or wished to have
such in future, free access to the place for themselves,
their servants, and their heirs, without having to pay
a fee to constable or janitor. 6 This does not suggest
a very large population in the burgh, but there is no
other mention of such dwellings within the castle
nor any record of results from this provision.
Despite such troubles, the century had seen
important developments in Edinburgh. In 1329
King Robert by charter gave the city a new status.
There had been a device for simplifying the financial
returns from royal burghs by " farming" i.e. leasing
these to individuals or even partners (confirmarii) for
a fixed sum, the farmer having then to collect the
different sums from the burghs, no doubt with
pecuniary advantage to himself. Now King Robert
set in feu-farm to the burgesses of Edinburgh the
burgh and the port of Leith, mills and other perti-

nents for a yearly payment of 52 merks, that is
£34 13s. 4d. All the items of revenue, rents, issues
of courts, and petty customs, formerly accounted for
by praepositi thus fell to the burgh, but the great
customs on wool, woolfells, and hides? were as always
retained by the king and collected by his custumars.
It is noticeable that the annual payment by Aberdeen
was £213 6s. 8d., but it is hard to credit that Aberdeen
was five times richer in wealth or population than
Edinburgh or the latter less than Inverness at
£53 6s. 8d. in 1375,8 or than Perth at £80 in 1376, ~
particularly as in the accounts of the custumars on
exports in 1327 Edinburgh has a figure below only
that of Berwick, and shows £439 3s. 9d. as against
£349 for Aberdeen and £r08 IS. 9d. for Perth.IQ
Some explanation of this divergence of burgh ferms
may seem necessary, but so far none has been offered.
In the meanwhile Edinburgh had made its first
extensions beyond the summit of the ridge. In 1335
we read of a "new street,"ll in 1369 of the" Newgat"
on the south of the town,12 and in 1429 of the "Kowgate" south of the High Street. 13 This street
developed in the valley to the south, where to the
east the Friars Preachers or Black Friars had been
established in 1230 and on the west the Grey Friars
followed in 1447. Between them'to the south came the
Kirk of Field, apparently also of the 13th century.14
In time the Cowgate, like the Canongate, was to
supply sites for the houses that began to be built by
nobles and ministers of state for residence, as
assemblies and departments of state came to meet
regularly in Edinburgh. ls Thus the new street of the
Cowgate by the third quarter of the 15th century
had grown sufficiently to raise serious difficulties in
connection with the building of the King's Wall.16
And by 15 29 we get the description of " the Cowgate
(Via Vaccarum)" as "where the nobility and the
chief men of the city reside, and in which are the
palaces of the officers of state, and where is nothing
mean or tasteless, but all is magnificent."l? A
Franciscan or Grey Friar historian, writing before
1586 of their Scottish settlements, speaks of that" in
the metropolitan city" as " so notably adorned with
buildings and houses and the amenity of gardens ,
that their habitations (habitacula) would seem to be

1 Se,? p.lxii. 2 Calendar, iii, p. 327.' Totaliter vasti. (Exch.
~olls, 1, p. 490.) 4 Reg. Cart. St. Egid., pp. vii-viii. • Lib.
.~t. St . Crucis, No. 102, p. 99. 6 Edinburgh Charters, No .
Xll. 1 See Exch. Rolls, iii, p. 514 and passim. 8 Ibid. , ii,
P.: 495. • Ibid., ii, p. 540. 10 Ibid., i, p. c. 11 Calendar,
111, p. 346. 12 Reg. Cart . St. Egid., p. 28 1. IS Ibid., p. 51.

See m ap in Edinburgh, 1329-1 9 29, p . 378 ; also Collegiate
Churches of Midlothian, p . xxxiv. A vennel leading to it
is recorded possibly in 1369. (Reg. Cart. St. Egid., p. 28 1.)
15 Cf. p. xlii. 18 Cf. p. Ixiv . 17 Alexander A1esius in Hume
Brown, Scotland before 1700, p . 108 . " Alesius " was
born at Edinburgh in 1500 .
H
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not of the poor but of magnates."1 Father Hay
probably describes the Cowgate of his own time
rather than that of 1447.
Froissart, the French historian, has left a brief
notice of Edinburgh as it appeared to the French
force which came to the country in 1385. There
were not in the whole town, he writes, four hundred
houses, 3 but he speaks of it as " the capital of Scotland,
where the king chiefly resides when he is in that part
of the country." With this qualification the statement may be true, but there were then several other
places that served as royal residences. 3 The young
English queen of Alexander III found the castle an
unpleasant place of dwelling, " a dreary and solitary
place," she complained, " wholly lacking wholesome
air and verdure" (virore).4 But king and court
were as yet itinerant. John Major in a history
published in 1521, referring to Froissart's description
of Edinburgh, says that" for a hundred years the
kings of the Scots have had their residence almost
constantly in that city." He does not, however,
speak of it as the capital, which it could scarcely
claim to be until the central administration and
courts of justice were settled there. Thus Parliaments could be held at various other places; Perth
was favoured as late as the time of J ames I. By the
time of James III there was a change: "At the
beginning of the fifteenth century, Parliaments, and
General Councils and Conventions rarely met in
Edinburgh; at its close they seldom met elsewhere."5
Earlier appeal-courts of justice had sat, as convenient, in different towns but, when the business
was transferred to a body of Lords of Council,
Edinburgh became its place of meeting. This
arrangement culminated in 1535, in the institution
of the College of Justice, familiarly known as the
Court of Session. The College of Justice sat
regularly in Edinburgh, which thus manifested itself
as the headquarters of law as well as of administration.
It was this development that led to the difficulty
of finding accommodation for officers of state and
attendant nobles in the cramped quarters of the
burgh; from which followed the building of resi-

dences in Canongate and Cowgate. The Abbey of
Holyroodhouse had been burdened with such
hospitality, and in 1419 represented to the Pope that
it was " situated in one of the most notable towns of
the whole realm . . . at which there is frequent
concourse of princes, magnates and other nobles,
and moreover that the burden of hospitality is a
great daily expense to the said Abbot and convent"
which could not be sustained without some further
revenue. 6 Of the premises thus used we have a
record in 1503, when a payment was made to Sir
Adam Crichton as rent of his lodging in Edinburgh
for use by the Lords of Exchequer in divers years
and for a period by the household (familiam) of the
king. 7
It was this concentration of the various legislative,
administrative, and judicial departments and their
functionaries that was to give Edinburgh its burghal
and social pre-eminence. All roads, or at least the
main ones, were now leading to Edinburgh. When
finally the General Assemblies of the reformed kirk
came to hold their annual meetings at the city, its
claim to be the capital may be accepted as definitely
made good. s
Self-government was an outstanding characteristic
of royal burghs, but here, as elsewhere, its beginnings are obscure and its developments perplexing.
The council records of Edinburgh date only from the
early 15th century and then in a 16th-century
transcript. It is the Guild that first appears at
Edinburgh as a municipal authority. How long it
had been in existence cannot be said, as the usual
charter necessary for such an institution does not
exist. At first, however, a Merchant Guild would
seem to have included all burgesses, as in England, 9
and as may be inferred from the 13th-century charters
conferring a Merchant Guild (gilda mercatoria) on
Aberdeen, Perth, and Stirling, where weavers and
fullers are expressly excluded from membership, the
implication being that other crafts practised by
burgesses were admissable. At Edinburgh in 140310
an election at the " First Head Guild" of " officers
of the Guild" is an election..Qf the burgh officials and
a body called the" dusane " (duodene) or " dozen"

1 Moir Bryce, The Scottish Grey Friars, ii, p. 174.
This is the figure in the best MSS., not four thousand.
I See Exch. Rolls, i, pp. xlix if.
• Matthaei Parisiensis
Chronica Majora (Rolls series), v, p. 505. 6 Hume Brown,
Scotland in the Time of Queen Mary, p. 46. • Calendar of
Scottish Supplications to Rome, S.H.S ., p. 94. ' Exch. Rolls,
xii, p. II3. • Cf. Hannay in O.E.C., xiii, pp. 6 if. • Gross, The

Gild Merchant, i, p. 107. But in the judgment of the
Royal Commission of 1835 " it seems quite certain that it
was never open to all." (Royal Comm., General Report,
P.73.) 10 Sir James Marwick, however, considered as almost
beyond doubt " that the date 1403 has been erroneously
transcribed for 1453." (Edinburgh Guilds and Crafts,

2

P·29.)
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who number forty-eight, I which some claim to have
been the precursor of the council. In 1416 there is a
similar procedure. 2 It has been postulated, however, that at this stage the Merchant Guild, where
such existed, "assumed the government of the
burgh." 3 But" the obscurity surrounding the
subject is great,"· which must be said also of the
"dozen." Acts of Parliament from the early 15th
century know only magistrates and council, but not
till after 1500 are the municipal Acts of Edinburgh
usually expressed as those of the provost, bailies, and
council. The Merchant Guild had faded out in
England; in Scotland it was in part absorbed in the
municipality, in part restricted to a particular body
of merchants. In both these developments Edinburgh took the lead. The Election Act of 1469 laid
down that the Dean of Guild should be appointed
by the Town Council of a burgh as that was constituted by the Act, and in 1496 the · Council at
Edinburgh, exercising this power, also appropriated
the funds and limited the power of the Guild. Then
in 1518, in answer to a " supplication" by the Guild,
it issued a " seal of cause "6 which empowered the
court of Guildry to frame rules " for the commone
weill of the haill merchandis of the realme."6 An
Act of Parliament of I 593 approves the power and
jurisdiction of a Dean of Guild and his court, both
nominated yearly by the Council, "as these are
exercised in Edinburgh," mainly in mercantile disputes. Edinburgh in this as in other matters was
becoming a model for other burghs.
In circumstances of which we are unaware a distinction between merchants proper and craftsmen
had asserted itself in England, where, during the
13 th century, the latter groups also had tended to
associate themselves in guilds. 7 The same distinction must have appeared in Scotland in the
following century, as by the first quarter of the 15th
we have a legislative effort to make use of such
voluntary bodies to check the dishonest practices of
" untrew men of craftis."8 But the practices of the
craft associations went further than the legislature
would allow, and Parliamentary recognition was soon

withdrawn. In their desire for the backing of
authority for their constitution and regulations the
crafts accordingly applied to the municipalities for
incorporation by a "seal of cause" (sigillum ad
causas), a practice known also in England. Thus
"The Corporation of Cordiners or Cordwainers
[shoemakers] . . . were at first erected into a
Fraternity by a Charter from the Town Council of
Edinburgh . . . in the year 1449 on a religious
account," each member contributing to the support
of an altar in St. Giles'; and" by a second Seal of
Cause . . . anno 1479, was granted to certain
Masters and Headsmen of the Trade, a Right to
search and inspect the several Sorts of Work brought
to Market by Shoemakers." 9 This explanation
with the history of other crafts shows the origin of
craft fraternities in combinations for a religious
purpose, as in other countries: the Skinners at
Edinburgh were making statutes for the maintenance
of an altar in the parish church of St. Giles in 1450-1,
but were not incorporated by "seal of cause" till
1474. 10 The term "deacon" for the head of a
guild was of ecclesiastical origin, and might be
replaced by "kirkmaister" for " ourisman," as in
the case of the incorporation of barbers and surgeons. l l As incorporations the crafts had authority
for their regulations as to apprenticeship and the
confining of the practice of the craft to their members.
They also undertook to support their own poor and
unsuccessful.1 2 An apprentice could become a
"master," providing workshop and tools, by submitting a test piece of work; if not he emerged as a
"journeyman," and in the 16th century the great
multitude of journeymen in Edinburgh had a poor
reputation as "na thing ellis bot idill vagabund
persouns, bund to na maister" and disturbers of
the commonwealth. 13 By that time, too, at least it
was understood in Edinburgh that " euerie industrie
is nocht of lyke valour and substance," and a classification accordingly was made, whereby, after the
merchants, the fourteen trades ranked as follows:
(I) skinner, surgeon, goldsmith, flesher, shoemaker,
tailor, baker, hammerman; (2) mason or wright;

1 B.R., i (1403-1528), p. I.
2 Ibid., p. 2.
S Sir James
Ma.rwick, Observations on Early Guilds, etc. (1886), p. 16;
Edmburgh Guilds and Crafts, p. 29 • Scottish Review, xxxii
( 18 9 8 ), p. 80. • See p.liv • B.R., i (1403-1528) , pp. 181-3.
.. The Gildry or Gild Merchant is not to be confused with
the. Company of Merchants or Merchant Company of
Edmburgh, which was established in 1681, and is still in

existence." Gross, as cited, i, p. 219, note 2. See here
p. li. 7 Ashley, Economic History, i, Part i, p. 76 ; Gross,
as cited, i, p . 114. 8 Acts ParI. S cot., ii, p. 8 9 M aitIand,
History, p. 305. 10 B .R ., i (1403- 1528), pp. 9, 28-30,
Cf. case of the .. Taylors " in M aitlan d, H istory, p. 301.
11 Ibid., p. 102.
12 Ibid., iii (1 557- 157 1), p. 193 ; iv,
(15 73-1589) p. 154. 13 Ibid., iv (1 573- 1589), pp. 278-9 .
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(3) weaver, fuller, bonnet-maker, furrier. I The
historian, however, supplies a further list of what he
calls "the inferior Arts or Trades in Edinburgh"
of which four only, he learns, were incorporated,
"viz. the Barbers, Candlemakers, Hatmakers, and
Pewterers. The first is partly independent, the
second subsists by itself, the third is united to the
Wakers,2 and the fourth to the Hammermen; all
the rest being united to some of the fourteen Incorporations, having no independent Government of
their own." 3
But by their policy of ralsmg prices the crafts
were in prolonged conflict with the legislature, and
on general grounds with the merchants, so that their
existence continued in an atmosphere of hostility
exemplified by multitudinous laws and regulations
emanating from Parliament and municipality. By
law no craftsman could engage in merchandise unless
he first abjured his craft, that is, took no part in
h~ndiwork himself, and the same condition applied
to his becoming a magistrate or a member of Parliament or Convention of Royal Burghs. The complicated and unsystematic laws-and still more the
customs-that governed elections left the craftsmen
with variable representation on a Town Council
but generally in the minority. Conflict on all these
issues made th~ main part of local politics until the
reforms of the 19th century. The merchant class
dominated municipal affairs and monopolised the
most profitable part of trade.

fireplace and chimney possible. That all forms of
trading had greatly increased may be understood,
but the gross figures on record are discounted by the
number of grants and remissions of taxation in
favour of other parties. Edinburgh itself in 1451
was exempted from paying custom on the export of
salt and ten varieties of skins, including furs, 7 a most
valuable line. The burgesses could also furnish
loans of money to the king. s In 1447 the burgh had
a grant of a new fair on the day after the feast of
Holy Trinity in addition to that on November 1. 9
In 1450 came a commission to the burgh to build a
new walP' round the enlarged city. In 1466 the
king consented to a request by the magistrates and
burgesses to have the parish church of St. Giles'
erected into a Collegiate Church, and the Bull for
this purpose was issued by the Pope in the following
year.H A further distinction for the burgh came
from King James Ill, when, in gratitude for the
services of the community in a recent political crisis,
he created the burgh a sheriffdom in itself. Thenceforward the provost was to act as sheriff and that
office was to continue in his successors, while the
bailies for the time were to be sheriffs-depute. All
fines and forfeitures in such courts were now to go
to the community, not to the Crown. 12
We get a picture, drawn in a satirical -spirit, in
poems by William Dunbar (1460 ?-1513 ?). What
he says of Stirling (" every court manis fo") in
contrast with Edinburgh, where are worship, wealth,
and welfare as well as other merits, is just his fun,
but implies the growing pre-eminence of Edinburgh. 13

Yet through the 15th century Edinburgh grew in
population, extent, and wealth, while the settlement
of the administrative and judicial departments, and
the provision of permanent homes for their members, 4
added executive importance and dignity. King
Edward IV in 1482 could speak of it as " that right
fair and opulent city."5 Stone was being more used
in the building of houses, and when in 1435 we read
of a house on the south side of the High Street with
a stone gable,6 we may infer that this was to make a

A more serious consideration of Edinburgh's state
by the same author criticises the " nobill toun" in
an intimate fashion. It is noisy and smelly. The
Cross and the Tron are surrounded with cheap foods.
Forestairs darken the houses. The fairest streets
are spoiled by the presence of the less reputed crafts,
and the whole place is a nest of whining and insistent
beggars. Such conditions, he says, are a disgrace to
a burgh which was : the great repair" of the Court

1 Ibid., P.273.
The occasion for this discrimination was
the Decreet Arbitral of 1583 (see p. xlvii) . 2 Waulkers or
Fullers. 3 Maitland, H istory, p . 3II. 'See p. xlii.
5 Calendar ofState Papers, etc., in the Archives and Collection,
of Venice (1 20 2-1509,) p. 146. 6 Gabellum lapidium (sic) . (Reg.
Cart . St. Egid., p . 57). 7 Edinburgh Charters, No . xxxi.

8 See Exch. Rolls, iv, pp. 143, 659; vi, p . 384; viii, p. 312;
Accts. L.H.T., i, p. 272. 9 Edinburgh Charters, No. xxix.
Cf.No.lxi. 1 °Ibid., No.xxx."Ibid.,Nos . xlii,xliiLuIbid.,
No. liv. Other towns in time received the same privilege.
13 The
Poems of William Dunbar, S.T.S., ii. p, II2.
"The Dregy."
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and the Session. l Another aspect is provided in a
charter of 1456 granting to the magis.trates and community the low ground between" Cragingalt " (the
Calton Hill) and the common way to Leith, which
ground is now Greenside, for tournaments, sports,
and the doing of warlike deeds. 2 On this ground
was to be staged at a later date a performance of Sir
David Lindsay's dramatic composition Ane Pleasant
Satyre of the Thrie Estaitis on Sunday, 12th August,
1554, before Mary of Lorraine, the Queen-Regent.
(ii) To the Union of the Crowns. Dunbar's
strictures on Edinburgh date from the years before
or just after 1500. An additional detail is provided
by the order of the magistrates and council in 1518
" for the honesty of thair burch and for the eschewing
of daynger of seiknes" that all inhabitants whatsoever should " purge and clenge their calsayes to myd
channell" before their houses on both the High
Street and the Cowgate, thereby clearing away
mid dens and all accumulated filth. 3 Defective
sanitation was a characteristic of mediaeval times and
was not to be remedied by such convulsive expedients
as Edinburgh, like other towns, imposed on particular occasions. The city indeed for a long time
to come was to be notorious in this respect,4 and
conditions no doubt worsened as its crowded dwellings increased in height within the restricted area. In
1508 the magistrates and council had been granted
power to feu the Burgh Muir for the building of
houses, 5 and the wall run up after Flodden included
Cowgate and Grassmarket. 6
About thirty years after Dunbar we get another
picture of Edinburgh from a writer known as
Alexander Alesius, whose account, though not printed
till 1550, may be taken to represent the city of 1529
when he left it to live on the continent. He notes its
many monasteries and churches, the townhouse
(capitolium) , the Canongate, reckoned as a suburb
and" separated from the Royal Way (Regia Via) by
a wall, a gate and towers," and the palatial Cowgate

already referred t0 7 with" numberless lesser streets
to north and south, all adorned with lofty houses."
The Royal Way had " on each side noble houses, the
better sort constructed of dressed stone." The city
itself was built "not with brick but with hewn
natural stones, so that single houses could be compared to great palaces."8 One may suspect an
enchantment lent to the view by the distance of
AIesius, a heretic in exile, from his native city.
Fifteen years after Alesius the city suffered its
greatest disaster at the hands of the army of the Earl
of Hertford, pursuing the "rough wooing" of the
child Queen Mary. He landed at Granton and on
the 6th of May, 1544, advanced to Edinburgh,
battering his way in at " the Cany gate," which the
reporter understands as a gate in the English sense,
so giving the name to the Nether Bow. Beginning
that evening he continued for three days afterwards
to burn the city so that not a house was "left
unburnt," not even the Abbey and Palace of Holyroodhouse. Seven years later Parliament was still
dealing with financial problems in this and other
burghs arising out of the state of the " land is allii
tenementis . .. brint be the auld Inimeis of
Ingland."9 The city as it appeared just after this
treatment is illustrated in Fig. 59, and details of the
rebuilding are discussed on p. lxvii.
The most prominent feature of Edinburgh life
developed from circumstances already detailed, the
concentration of administrative and judicial bodies in
the city and the consequent erection of dwellings
for attendant lords and functionaries. In this way
Edinburgh offered opportunity for the encounter of
political partisans and gentry at feud, often leading
to violent action, particularly during the successive
minorities of James V, Queen Mary, and James VI.
It was not uncommon for Edinburgh streets to become a battlefield. Thus came about the scuffle
between adherents of the Hamilton Earl of Arran
and those of the Douglas Earl of Angus along the

1 Ibid, p. 261, "Satire on Edinburgh."
In 1477 the
Town Council under "speciale charge " by the King
allotted the markets to specific quarters in the city,
defined by streets and buildings. For example: the
marke~ for hay, straw, grass and fodder generally was
to be In the Cowgate; the salt market in Niddry's Wynd ;
the fish market on both sides of the High Street (" oure
commoun strete ") above the Nether Bow, with the stalls
of merchants (" cramys of chepmen ") between the
" Belhous " and the Tron on the north side and opposite
these, on the south side, the hatmakers and skinners; the
m~rket for beef and mutton about the Tron, that for fowls,
WIld and tame, about the Cross; the meal and grain

market from the Tolbooth up to Liberton's Wynd, and
beyond that the market for cotton and all other cloth ;
all butter, cheese, etc., at the Over Bow; ironwork of all
kinds beneath the Nether Bow about St. Mary's Wynd;
and old articles of use and equipment opposite Greyfriars.
There are other details in the King's letter ratifying the
provision thus made. (Edinburgh Charters, No. xlix) .
• Edinburgh Charters, No. xxxvi. 3 B.R., i (1403-1528),
p. 177. • See Chambers, Domestic Annals of Scotland, iii.
pp. 591-4. 5 Edinburgh Charters, No. lxii." See p . lxiv,
, See p. xli. 8 Bannatyne Club Miscellany, i, pp. 185 ff.
9 Acts Pari. Scat ., ii, pp. 489-91.

xlv

HISTORICAL MONUMENTS (SCOTLAND) COMMISSION
High Street in 1520, which is traditionally known as
"Cleanse the Causeway," when the two regents,
Arran and Archbishop Beaton, on their way to hold
a court at the Tolbooth were, with other lords,
driven out of the town. 1 In the same year four men
with halberts were hired to accompany the provost
for " stanching of inconuenientis that may happin
within this toun this troublis tyme,"2 and seven
years later there had to be a royal remission to tqe
magistrates and community for insurrection against
the Chamberlain holding court in the Tolbooth,
and resisting the entrance of the Earl of Arran at the
Nether Bow, though he was the royal lieutenant and
at the time provost of the burgh. 3 These, however,
are matters of high politics pertaining to general
history. Similarly, the "deadly feud" was a
poisonous plant familiar all over the country, but it
is worth noting that when Lord Torthorwald, in
pursuance of a family feud dating back to 1581, was
stabbed in the back on the High Street on a July
morning in 1608, this was the last public assassination
committed on a street in Edinburgh. Yet as late as
1617 the city is described as having been "the
ordinarie place of butcherlie reuenge and daylie
fightis," when, too, Edinburgh merchants might be
" waited in thair passage to Leith to be maid prisoners
and ransoumed."4 Such doings, it is claimed, had
been completely suppressed.
It is now difficult, indeed, to detach what is special
to Edinburgh from what applies to the country as a
whole. The Reformation was a national event, in
which the city was first made conspicuous by the
burning of reforming heretics at Greenside in 1534
and on the Castle Hill in 1539;5 and subsequently
by the conclusion of the armed struggle in the siege
of Leith and the Treaty of Edinburgh. So, too, the
resistance on behalf of the deposed Queen Mary was
ended by the capture of the Castle and the town in
1573. In this civil war Edinburgh suffered sorely.
From their headquarters in Leith the forces of the
Regent in 1571 announced a blockade of the city,
forbidding the introduction of foodstuffs and coal,
so that the former reached excessive prices, while
1 Acts ParI. Scot., ii, p. 298.
For other accounts see
Leslie, Pitscottie, Buchanan . • B.R., i, (1403-15 28), pp .
196, 201.
3 Edinburgh
Charters, No. lxvi.
• State
Papers, and Miscellaneous Correspondence of Thomas, Earl of
Melros (Abbotsford Club), i, p. 273. • Pitcairn, Criminal
Trials in Scotland, i, Part i, pp. 209-10; The Works of
John Knox (ed . Laing, Bannatyne Club), i, p . 63. 6 Piurnal
pp. 288, 293, 306-7 . A versifier of the time speaks for

houses were demolished to provide wood for fuel. 6
The inhabitants of Canongate were ordered to remove to Leith. In the conflict between supporters
of the Queen and those of the Regency, Edinburgh
seems to have been divided in sympathy. James
Mosman and J ames Cokir or Cokie, goldsmiths,
were executed at the same time as Kirkcaldy of
Grange, who had been commander in the Castle for
the Queen, and other burgesses, including craftsmen,
had to compound for their lives with a payment in
money. 7 Political intrigues and escapades during
the following reign sometimes had Edinburgh for
their stage, or at least the royal residence at Holyrood ;
and just as the Lords of Session had forced the
magistrates in 1561 to provide them with better
quarters for their court in a new Tolbooth by
threatening to remove to St. Andrews, so King J ames
VI in 1596, when he was confronted by a riotous
convocation in Edinburgh, with armed burgesses,
on a politico-ecclesiastical dispute, withdrew his
Court to Linlithgow, and announced that he would
also transfer the Court of Session elsewhere. These
measures broke the spirit of the city, which thus
found itself threatened with serious loss.
Behind all these dramatic happenings, however, the
ordinary business of the burgh had to be carried on.
Ruinous houses and empty spaces on the west side
of Leith Wynd were denounced by Parliament in
1540 as " deformities" and ordered, under pain of
confiscation, to be rebuilt within a year and a day.
At the same time the meal and victuals market was
to be removed from the High Street to some more
becoming place. The municipality was concerned
about the appearance of the city to "strangers and
uthers." But the recurrent complaints were still
made of extortion by the crafts, and permission was
given to introduce craftsmen from elsewhere to finish
a job on which those employed were standing out
for a higher price. The feeling against the associations of crafts reached its climax in 1555 in an Act,
which, had it ever operated, would have put a summary end to their guilds. The magistrates and
council of Edinburgh were associated in opposition
those shut off from trade with Edinburgh, including this
detail : "Quhat wicht on lyfe will not us pure pietie,
That wont to bring the woll, the skin, the hyde
To Edinburgh Towne, in peice and cMritie
Fra Selkirk, Hawik, and the partis of Clyde."
(See Satirical Poems of the R eformation, S.T.S., p . 222 .)
7 Diurnal, pp. 335, 336.
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to this Act,l and in the next year, as also under two
succeeding sovereigns, it was annulled by the royal
dispensing power. 2 'Mter this the craft guilds held
their position until the end.
We get some indication of the numbers of merchants and craftsmen in Edinburgh about this time
in the levies that they undertook to provide for an
army against a feared English attack in 1558. The
merchants promised 736 men with armour and
weapons, the craftsmen 717 "abill men," masters
and servants, " well provided." In each case, however, there is the qualification " and more if necessary," so that we do not have a complete census of
either class. Of craftsmen the most numerous are
tailors at 178, the next hammermen at 151, while the
least number is the 9 furriers, 3 Edinburgh not being
in a neighbourhood which produced much fur.
About twenty years' later we find that of the fourteen
incorporated crafts the bakers and fleshers are
" dekayitt," while the others are either " enrichitt "
or remain taxable as before. 4
Dissension between merchants and craftsmen in
the constitution and operation of the municipal
government was still in continuance and was brought
to a head by a particular grievance nursed by the
craftsmen. It was the custom to attach to the
governing body three lawyers "usually of great
parts and abilities" who were to act as assessors, but
who gradually insinuated themselves into taking a
part in the actual administration, when they sided
with the merchants and magistrates against the craft
representatives, and sometimes managed to have one
of themselves appointed provost. In the election
of 1582, however, these lawyer assessors were
violently prevented by some craftsmen from entering
the council-house, after which they "never more
had vote." But the "flame" between merchants
and craftsmen increased until King James himself
intervened and finally issued his decisions in the
"Decreet Arbitral" of 1583,5 and the" set" or
constitution of the burgh thereby determined remained valid until the Municipal Reform Act of
1833.

1 B.R., ii (1528-1557), PP.235-6. • Reg. Mag . Sig. , 1545!.~69, Nos . 1059, 1583; Ibid., (1580-1593), No. 233. 3 B.R.
111 (1557-1571), pp. 23- 25 . • Ibid., iv (1573-1589), pp. 21,
2(B3-4. 6 Fountainhall, Historical Notices of Scottish Affairs
annatyne Club), pp. 75-6. 8 See Report, Royal Comm .,
General Report, pp. 26-7 ; also Reportfrom the Committee to

According to the law of 1469 the old council
should choose the new, four members of the old
council being retained; and the old and new councils
should choose the magistrates, each craft sending a
representative to take part in this vote. But the law
was only accepted by the burghs slowly and with
reluctance, and was complicated by local customs,
so that there was no absolute uniformity; but as a
whole the effect was to confine representation both
in council and magistracy to a limited number
virtually self-elected. 6 By an Act of 1535 none but
a merchant could serve as a magistrate. The Act of
1469 too had insisted upon yearly elections.
The constitution of Edinburgh, however, was now
determined in detail by the King's "Decreet
Arbitral." The council was to consist of provost,
four bailies, dean of guild and . treasurer, with ten
others who were merchants and eight craftsmen, the
ten merchants to include the seven officers of the
preceding year and the craftsmen to include the
deacons. A craftsman could be appointed a magistrate only if he resigned his craft, and even its
continuance by his servants, and undertook not to
return to it without leave of the council. In the
prevalent dread of combinations neither merchants
nor craftsmen were to be at liberty to make private
statutes without consent of the magistrates and
council, but craftsmen were to be permitted to become members of the merchant guild and exercise
the privileges of merchants after their qualifications
had been accepted by a representative committee.
Local taxation, too, was to be equally levied between
the two classes. Hitherto the merchants had paid
a fourth part and the craftsmen a fifth. Now both
paid alike, on the ground that both classes were
" incorporat in ane societie, and to mak ane haill
toun and ane commoun weill." 7
The state of trade is not easy to interpret from the
returns of the customs, which fluctuate with political
conditions. For 1501-2 we have a return of roundly
£1,759, but while figures tend to rise in the interval,
when we reach a sum of £8,833 in I 597-8, it must be
kept in mind that duties were imposed on imported

whom the several Petitions . . . relating to the internal
Government of the said Royal Burghs were referred, 1793,
P.13. The Report of 1793 appears as an appendix to the
Report from the Select Committee to whom the several
Petitions from the Royal Burghs of Scotland were referred,
1819. 7 B .R ., iv (1573-1589), pp. 265-275.

xlvii

/'1

HISTORICAL MONUMENTS (SCOTLAND) COMMISSION
goods for the first time in 1597,1 On more general
grounds, however, we may infer a state of profitable
business, when we find merchant burgesses acquiring
land in the neighbourhood and so becoming lairds. 2
Others were goldsmiths, like George Heriot, who
founded the Hospital bearing his name (No. 56),
and Thomas Foulis, to whom the king was indebted
for various large sums. 3
One such wealthy burgess was Walter Chepman
who purchased landed properties in different
quarters 4 and who in 1507, with a partner named
Andrew Myllar, established under royal privilege
the first Scottish printing-press, at the foot of
Blackfriars Wynd in the Southgait or Cowgate.
Printing thus found a place among the crafts, combined with bookselling and publishing, and was
subject to their conditions. Thus in 1582 the
Council had to deal with a complaint by a bookbinder
and others " leivand be the traffic que of selling and
binding of buikis " against a " prenter and straynger,"
who was doing the same, though he was no freeman,
nor were his servants freemen, wherefore all were
ordered to desist for the future. 5 The principal
publisher in the later part of the century was Andrew
Hart, who, as a " bookseller," was mixed up in the
tumult of December, 1596,6 and whose shop is
described in his will as " the heich buith within his
foir tenement of land upon the north syd of the Hie
Streit," while his printing-house was farther down
the close on the same side. The municipality, too,
projected the foundation of a University for the town,
and in 1563 had acquired buildings and lands of
Kirk of Field for that purpose and later additional
contiguous property, where the University, familiarly
known as " the Toun's College," was established in
hurriedly constructed quarters on 14th April, 1582.
(iii) Between the Unions. In 1603 King James VI
succeeded to the throne of England, and for the two
kingdoms, which were thus united, he invented the
name of Great Britain. The disappearance of the
Court naturally meant a financial and social loss to

Edinburgh, but its prestige as the centre of administration and justiciary remained. Throughout the
seventeenth century its life was bound up with
national politics as closely as, if not more closely
than, in earlier times.
About this time we get several descriptions of the
city as it appeared to visitors from England, 7 and to
the latter part of the sixteenth century, likewise,
belong the earliest of the surviving houses described
in the body of the Inventory. Visitors speak in
admiring terms of the High Street, taken as extending
down the Canongate-the fairest and goodliest and
longest that the Water Poet (1618) had ever beheld,
and, says Brereton (1636), the "best paved street
with bowther stones" that he had ever seen. The
channels were contrived on both sides, leaving
the middle as "a fair, spacious and capacious
walk." The houses were substantially built of
stone and rose as high as seven or eight storeys, 8
but were defaced, as it was thought, by wooden
galleries on the outside.,9 and were not of uniform
height. Those in the High Street, says Taylor,
were the dwellings of merchants and tradesmen,
but "the gentlemens mansions and goodliest
houses" were" obscurely founded" in the by-lanes
and closes. A Scottish author 10 speaks of the closes
as so narrow " that there is hardly space for fresh
air," and is of opinion that nowhere would be found
" such a multitude of people in so small a space as in
this city of ours," echoing indeed the judgment of a
distinguished French visitor in 1600,11 that "there
can hardly be another town so populous for its size,"
a condition still marked at the end of the century in
" perhaps the highest houses in the world," where
., every Staircase may contain 28 Familyes."12
There were, however, other features of the 17thcentury town which these writers omit to mentionthe booths of merchants clustered in every sort of
intervening space on the street; the heads or limbs
of malefactors rotting on the ports; the hangings at
the Cross or on the Burgh Muir, "the Tyburn of
Edinburgh 13 " ; the scourging of offenders or the

1 Exch. Rolls, xii, p . 89 ; x.'Ciii, pp. 238 if.
2 See Inventory
of Midlothian, p. xxxix. a Chambers, Domestic Annals of
Scotland, i, p. 253. • Dickson & Edmond, Annals of
Scottish Printing, p . 16. 6 B .R., iv (1573-1589), P.233 .
• See p. xlvi and Calderwood, The History of the Kirk of
Scotland, (Wodrow Society), v, p. 5Il . 7 Accounts by
Fynes Morison, 1598; Taylor, the Water Poet, 1618; Sir
William Brereton, 1636; Richard Franck, 1656 in Early
Travellers . 8 An Act of Parliament passed in 1698 (Acts
Pari. Scot., x, p . 151) to limit height to five storeys was
not observed . t These gave rise to forestairs of wood to

the houses till in 10'74 the Council forbade the erection of
such, and in 1727 of any stairs in front of houses, as
these constructions encroached upon the street. (Cited from
MS. City Archives in O.E.C., x, p. 70). William Dunbar
in his time had denounced forestairs as making the houses
"mirk." 10 David Buchanan, c. 1647-52: Hume Brown,
Scotland before 1700, p. 314. 11 Henri, Duc de Rohan, in
Early Travellers, p . 93. 12 Taylor, A Journey to Edenborough in Scotland, p. 107. Taylor's visit was in 1705.
11 O.E.C., x, p. 86.
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nailing of their ears to the Tron; and the frequent
burning of witches or drowning in the North Loch ;
" it is said that more witches were 'worryit' (i.e.
strangled before being burnt) on the Castle Hill than
in all the rest of Scotland."!
The sanitation of the city, too, continued to be
repulsive, despite the sporadic efforts of the municipality to deal with this reproach. "High and dirty"
is the summarY of a traveller to Edinburgh in 1679.2
Officials and Parliament were of course among the
sufferers, and the Privy Council in 1619, affirming it a
"great discredit to the haill Kingdome" that the
streets of the principal burgh "cannot be keipit
clene," threatened to take steps themselves to that
end. 3 In 1686 Parliament did so. The preamble
to an Act of that year records the" complaints of the
nastiness of the streets, wynds, closes and other
places of the city of Edinburgh, which is the Capital
~ity of the natiop.," also of the annoyance caused by
" the great numbers of clamorrus beggers" in and
about it, so echoing the complaint of the poet
Dunbar about two hundred years before. The
magistrates were ordered to deal with these abuses
under penalty for negligence, and the Lords of
Session were empowered to impose, with the advice
and consent of the magistrates, such taxes on the
town, Canongate, and suburbs as they should find
necessary for a cleansing. 4 Two years later the
magistrates were given power under a royal charter
to compel proprietors to construct walks of hewn
stone in front of their tenements, apparently recovering the expense from their tenants. 5 These
measures do seem in time to have produced some
betterment. 6
Survi~ing 17th-century buildings are the Tron
Church (No. 3), Greyfriars Church (No. 7), George
Heriot's Hospital (No. 56), Parliament Hall (No.
29), and Gladstone's Land (No. 14), to which may
be added, in the Canongate, Canongate Church
(No. 89), Moray House (No. 107), Acheson House
(No. 103) and the Palace of Holyroodhouse as
reconstructed under Charles II ' (No. 87). The
domestic architecture of the period is discussed in
detail on pp. lxviii, lxix.

While the city was growing upwards it was also
spreading its boundaries. In 1617 it acquired from
Sir George Touris of Inverleith 10 acres of the land
of High Riggs, on part of which Heriot's Hospital
began to be built in 1628, while another portion
acquired to extend Greyfriars Churchyard was made
a place of imprisonment for Covenanters taken
prisoner at the battle of Bothwell Bridge. Following
a resolution by the Town Council a Royal Charter
of 1618 incorporated these lands as " frie burgage "
within the burgh, and so within its "royalty" or
jurisdiction. 7 In 1639 the Canongate, Pleasance and
North Leith were bought from the Earl of Roxburghe,
Ports burgh from Sir Adam Hepburn of Humbie in
1649, and the Citadel of Leith from the Earl of
Lauderdale in 1663-the last in face of a threat on
the part of the Earl to establish a burgh of regality in
that position. 8 These acquisitions had in turn to be
brought by Royal charters within the burgh's royalty.
Besides this outlay in purchases there was a further
cost of administration. Every burgh was supposed
to meet its working expenses from the Common
Good. There was no statutory authority for rating
householders save for" cess," the land-tax laid upon
all royal burghs, or, since the later 16th century, for
the support of the poor and incapacitated. But
Edinburgh's common good was being corruptly
dilapidated, as was generally happening in other
burghs; and while expenses were with difficulty met
from this source in the sixteenth century, by the
seventeenth even this had become impossible, and
deficits had to be made good by borrowing and by
other unwarrantable expedients. By the end of the
century Edinburgh was in debt to the amount of
nine times the annual income of the common good,
and in 1819 was found by a Parliamentary Committee
to have been long bankrupt.
Edinburgh, however, was foremost in securing
statutory power to levy rates for specific purposes,
though this was an expensive process. Of _these
Acts one in 1690 was quite novel as it substituted for
the ancient, but now burdensome and unsatisfactory,
policing of the city by "watch and ward" on the
part of individual burgesses or their hired deputes

.' Robertson and Wood, Castle and Town, p. 14. But
thiS period was the heyday of witch hunting all over
Europe; before the end of the century there were doubters
on the subject of witchcraft among the Scottish legal
authorities . 2 Thomas Kirke in Early Travellers, p. 256.
8 • .I!-.P.C., 3rd Series, s.d., pp . 530-1.
• Acts ParI. Scot.,
V111, p. 595-6.
• a.E.C., x, p. 70, citing MS. Inventory of

City Charters. 6 Cf. p. lii. 'Sir Thomas Hu.nte~, Town
Clerk, giving evidence before the Court of SessIOn In .1902 ,
" stated that there was no definition of the boundaries of
the ancient royalty in any statute, charter, or dee<l:."
Edinburgh, 1329-1929, p. 209. 8 Sir George MackenZie,
Memoirs of the Affairs of Scotland, pp. 24-5. Cf. also p. Iv.
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High Street in 1520, which is traditionally known as
"Cleanse the Causeway," when the two regents,
Arran and Archbishop Beaton, on their way to hold
a court at the Tolbooth were, with other lords,
driven out of the town.! In the same year four men
with halberts were hired to accompany the provost
for "stanching of inconuenientis that may happin
within this toun this troublis tyme,"2 and seven
years later there had to be a royal remission to tqe
magistrates and community for insurrection against
the Chamberlain holding court in the Tolbooth,
and resisting the entrance of the Earl of Arran at the
Nether Bow, though he was the royal lieutenant and
at the time provost of the burgh. 3 These, however,
are matters of high politics pertaining to general
history. Similarly, the "deadly feud" was a
poisonous plant familiar all over the country, but it
is worth noting that when Lord Torthorwald, in
pursuance of a family feud dating back to 1581, was
stabbed in the back on the High Street on a July
morning in 1608, this was the last public assassination
'committed on a street in Edinburgh. Yet as late as
1617 the city is described as having been "the
ordinarie place of butcherlie reuenge and daylie
fightis," when, too, Edinburgh merchants might be
" waited in thair passage to Leith to be maid prisoners
and ransoumed."4 Such doings, it is claimed, had
been completely suppressed.
It is now difficult, indeed, to detach what is special
to Edinburgh from what applies to the country as a
whole. The Reformation was a national event, in
which the city was first made conspicuous by the
burning of reforming heretics at Greenside in 1534
and on the Castle Hill in 1539;5 and subsequently
by the conclusion of the armed struggle in the siege
of Leith and the Treaty of Edinburgh. So, too, the
resistance on behalf of the deposed Queen Mary was
ended by the capture of the Castle and the town in
1573. In this civil war Edinburgh suffered sorely.
From their headquarters in Leith the forces of the
Regent in 1571 announced a blockade of the city,
forbidding the introduction of foodstuffs and coal,
so that the former reached excessive prices, while
1 Acts Pari. Scot ., ii, p. 298.
For other accounts see
Leslie, Pitscottie, Buchanan. 2 B.R., i, (1403-1528), pp.
196, 201.
3 Edinburgh
Charters, No. lxvi.
• State
Papers, and Miscellaneous Correspondence of Thomas, Earl of
Melros (Abbotsford Club), i, p. 273. 6 Pitcairn, Criminal
Trials in Scotland, i, Part i, pp . 209-10; The Works of
John Knox (ed. Laing, Bannatyne Club), i, p.63 . 6 Piurnal
pp. 288, 293, 306-7. A versifier of the time speaks for

houses were demolished to provide wood for fuel. 6
The inhabitants of Canongate were ordered to remove to Leith. In the conflict between supporters
of the Queen and those of the Regency, Edinburgh
seems to have been divided in sympathy. James
Mosman and J ames Cokir or Cokie, goldsmiths,
were executed at the same time as Kirkcaldy of
Grange, who had been commander in the Castle for
the Queen, and other burgesses, including craftsmen,
had to compound for their lives with a payment in
money. 7 Political intrigues and escapades during
the following reign sometimes had Edinburgh for
their stage, or at least the royal residence at Holyrood ;
and just as the Lords of Session had forced the
magistrates in 1561 to provide them with better
quarters for their court in a new Tolbooth by
threatening to remove to St. Andrews, so King J ames
VI in 1596, when he was confronted by a riotous
convocation in Edinburgh, with armed burgesses,
on a politico-ecclesiastical dispute, withdrew his
Court to Linlithgow, and announced that he would
also transfer the Court of Session elsewhere. These
measures broke the spirit of the city, which thus
found itself threatened with serious loss.
Behind all these dramatic happenings, however, the
ordinary business of the burgh had to be carried on.
Ruinous houses and empty spaces on the west side
of Leith Wynd were denounced by Parliament in
1540 as " deformities" and ordered, under pain of
confiscation, to be rebuilt within a year and a day.
At the same time the meal and victuals market was
to be removed from the High Street to some more
becoming place. The municipality was concerned
about the appearance of the city to " strangers and
uthers." But the recurrent complaints were still
made of extortion by the crafts, and permission was
given to introduce craftsmen from elsewhere to finish
a job on which those employed were standing out
for a higher price. The feeling against the associations of crafts reached its climax in 1555 in an Act,
which, had it ever operated, would have put a summary end to their guilds. The magistrates and
council of Edinburgh were associated in opposition
those shut off from trade with Edinburgh, including this
detail : "Quhat wicht on lyfe will not us pure pietie,
That wont to bring the woll, the skin, the hyde
To Edinburgh Towne, in peice and cMritie
Fra Selkirk, Hawik, and the partis of Clyde."
(See Satirical Poems of the Reformation, S.T.S., p. 222.)
7 Diurnal, pp. 335, 336.

xlvi

INVENTORY OF MONUMENTS IN EDINBURGH: INTRODUCTION
to this Act,l and in the next year, as also under two
succeeding sovereigns, it was annulled by the royal
dispensing power. 2 'Mter this the craft guilds held
their position until the end.
We get some indication of the numbers of merchants and craftsmen in Edinburgh about this time
in the levies that they undertook to provide for an
army against a feared English attack in 1558. The
merchants promised 736 men with armour and
weapons, the craftsmen 717 "abill men," masters
and servants, "well provided." In each case, however, there is the qualification " and more if necessary," so that we do not have a complete census of
either class. Of craftsmen the most numerous are
tailors at 178, the next hammermen at 151, while the
least number is the 9 furriers, 3 Edinburgh not being
in a neighbourhood which produced much fur.
About twenty years later we find that of the fourteen
incorporated crafts the bakers and fleshers are
" dekayitt," while the others are either" enrichitt "
or remain taxable as before.'
Dissension between merchants and craftsmen in
the constitution and operation of the municipal
government was still in continuance and was brought
to a head by a particular grievance nursed by the
craftsmen. It was the custom to attach to the
governing body three lawyers "usually of great
parts and abilities" who were to act as assessors, but
who gradually insinuated themselves into taking a
part in the actual administration, when they sided
with the merchants and magistrates against the craft
representatives, and sometimes managed to have one
of themselves appointed provost. In the election
of 1582, however, these lawyer assessors were
violently prevented by some craftsmen from entering
the council-house, after which they "never more
had vote." But the "flame" between merchants
and craftsmen increased until King James himself
intervened and finally issued his decisions in the
"Decreet Arbitral" of 1583,5 and the" set" or
constitution of the burgh thereby determined remained valid until the Municipal Reform Act of
18 33.

B .R., ii (1528-1557), PP.235-6. • Reg. Mag . Sig., 15453 B .R .
111 (1557-1571), pp . 23-25.
• Ibid., iv (1573-1589), pp.21,
23-4· 5 FountainhalI, Historical Notices of Scottish Affairs
(Bannatyne Club), pp. 75-6. • See Report, Royal Comm.,
General Report, pp. 26-7 ; also Reportfrom the Committee to
1

~.?69, Nos. 1059, 1583; Ibid., (1580-1593), No. 233.

According to the law of 1469 the old council
should choose the new, four members of the old
council being retained; and the old and new councils
should choose the magistrates, each craft sending a
representative to take part in this vote. But the law
was only accepted by the burghs slowly and with
reluctance, and was complicated by local customs,
so that there was no absolute uniformity; but as a
whole the effect was to confine representation both
in council and magistracy to a limited number
virtually self-elected. 6 By an Act of 1535 none but
a merchant could serve as a magistrate. The Act of
1469 too had insisted upon yearly elections.
The constitution of Edinburgh, however, was now
determined in detail by the King's "Decreet
Arbitral." The council was to consist of provost,
four bailies, dean of guild and . treasurer, with ten
others who were merchants and eight craftsmen, the
ten merchants to include the seven officers of the
preceding year and the craftsmen to include the
deacons. A craftsman could be appointed a magistrate only if he resigned his craft, and even its
continuance by his servants, and undertook not to
return to it without leave of the council. In the
prevalent dread of combinations neither merchants
nor craftsmen were to be at liberty to make private
statutes without consent of the magistrates and
council, but craftsmen were to be permitted to become members of the merchant guild and exercise
the privileges of merchants after their qualifications
had been accepted by a representative committee.
Local taxation, too, was to be equally levied between
the two classes. Hitherto the merchants had paid
a fourth part and the craftsmen a fifth. Now both
paid alike, on the ground that both classes were
" incorporat in ane societie, and to mak ane haill
toun and ane comrnoun weill." 7
The state of trade is not easy to interpret from the
returns of the customs, which fluctuate with political
conditions. For 1501-2 we have a return of roundly
£1,759, but while figures tend to rise in the interval,
when we reach a sum of £8,833 in I 597-8, it must be
kept in mind that duties were imposed on imported

whom the several Petitions . . . relating to the internal
Government of the said Royal Burghs were referred, 1793,
P.13 . The Report of 1793 appears as an appendix t o the
Report from the Select Committee to whom the several
Petitions from the Roy al Burghs of Scotland were referred,
1819. 7 B .R., iv (1573-1589), pp. 265- 275.
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goods for the first time in 1597.1 On more general
grounds, however, we may infer a state of profitable
business, when we find merchant burgesses acquiring
land in the neighbourhood and so becoming lairds. 2
Others were goldsmiths, like George Heriot, who
founded the Hospital bearing his name (No. 56),
and Thomas Foulis, to whom the king was indebted
for various large sums. 3
One such wealthy burgess was Walter Chepman
who purchased landed properties in different
quarters 4 and who in 1507, with a partner named
Andrew Myllar, established under royal privilege
the first Scottish printing-press, at the foot of
Blackfriars Wynd in the Southgait or Cowgate.
Printing thus found a place among the crafts, combined with bookselling and publishing, and was
subject to their conditions. Thus in 1582 the
Council had to deal with a complaint by a bookbinder
and others " leivand be the traffic que of selling and
binding of buikis " against a " prenter and straynger,"
who was doing the same, though he was no freeman,
nor were his servants freemen, wherefore all were
ordered to desist for the future. 5 The principal
publisher in the later part of the century was Andrew
Hart, who, as a " bookseller," was mixed up in the
tumult of December, 1596,6 and whose shop is
described in his will as " the heich buith within his
foir tenement of land upon the north syd of the Hie
Streit," while his printing-house was farther down
the close on the same side. The municipality, too,
projected the foundation of a University for the town,
and in 1563 had acquired buildings and lands of
Kirk of Field for that purpose and later additional
contiguous property, where the University, familiarly
known as " the Toun's College," was established in
hurriedly constructed quarters on 14th April, 1582.
(iii) Between the Unions. In 1603 King James VI
succeeded to the throne of England, and for the two
kingdoms, which were thus united, he invented the
name of Great Britain. The disappearance of the
Court naturally meant a financial and social loss to

Edinburgh, but its prestige as the centre of administration and justiciary remained. Throughout the
seventeenth century its life was bound up with
national politics as closely as, if not more closely
than, in earlier times.
About this time we get several descriptions of the
city as it appeared to visitors from England, 7 and to
the latter part of the sixteenth century, likewise,
belong the earliest of the surviving houses described
in the body of the Inventory. Visitors speak in
admiring terms of the High Street, taken as extending
down the Canongate-the fairest and goodliest and
longest that the Water Poet (1618) had ever beheld,
and, says Brereton (1636), the "best paved street
with bowther stones" that he had ever seen. The
channels were contrived on both sides, leaving
the middle as "a fair, spacious and capacious
walk." The houses were substantially built of
stone and rose as high as seven or eight storeys, 8
but were defaced, as it was thought, by wooden
galleries on the outside,9 and were not of uniform
height. Those in the High Street, says Taylor,
were the dwellings of merchants and tradesmen,
but "the gentlemens mansions and goodliest
houses" were" obscurely founded" in the by-lanes
and closes. A Scottish author 10 speaks of the closes
as so narrow " that there is hardly space for fresh
air," and is of opinion that nowhere would be found
" such a multitude of people in so small a space as in
this city of ours," echoing indeed the judgment of a
distinguished French visitor in 1600,11 that "there
can hardly be another town so populous for its size,"
a condition still marked at the end of the century in
" perhaps the highest houses in the world," where
" every Staircase may contain 28 Familyes."12
There were, however, other features of the 17thcentury town which these writers omit to mentionthe booths of merchants clustered in every sort of
intervening space on the street; the heads or limbs
of malefactors rotting on the ports; the hangings at
the Cross or on the Burgh Muir, "the Tyburn of
Edinburgh 13 "; the scourging of offenders or the

1 Exch. Rolls, xii, p. 89; xxiii, pp. 238 ff.
2 See Inventory
of Midlothian, p. xxxix. a Chambers, Domestic Annals of
Scotland, i, p. 253. 'Dickson & Edmond, Annals of
Scottish Printing, p. 16. • B.R., iv (1573-1589), p. 233 .
6 See p. xlvi and Calderwood, The History of the Kirk of
Scotland, (Wodrow Society), v, p. 5Il. 'Accounts by
Fynes Morison, 1598; Taylor, the Water Poet, 1618; Sir
WiIJiam Brereton, 1636; Richard Franck, 1656 in Early
Travellers. 8 An Act of Parliament passed in 1698 (Acts
Parl. Scot., x, p. 151) to limit height to five storeys was
not observed. t These gave rise to forestairs of wood to

the houses tiIJ in 1674 the Council forbade the erection of
such, and in 1727 of any stairs in front of houses, as
these constructions encroached upon the street. (Cited from
MS. City Archives in O.E.C., x, p. 70). William Dunbar
in his time had denounced forestairs as making the houses
"mirk." 10 David Buchanan, c. 1647-52: Hume Brown,
Scotland before 1700, p. 314. 11 Henri, Duc de Rohan, in
Early Travellers, p. 93. 12 Taylor, A Journey to Edenborough in Scotland, P.l07. Taylor's visit was in 1705.
18 O.E.C., x, p. 86.
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nailing of their ears to the Tron; and the frequent
burning of witches or drowning in the North Loch:
" it is said that more witches were 'worryit' (i.e.
strangled before being burnt) on the Castle Hill than
in all the rest of Scotland."l
The sanitation of the city, too, continued to be
repulsive, despite the sporadic efforts of the municipality to deal with this reproach. "High and dirty"
is the summarv of a traveller to Edinburgh in 1679.2
Officials and Parliament were of course among the
sufferers, and the Privy Council in 1619, affirming it a
"great discredit to the haill Kingdome" that the
streets of the principal burgh "cannot be keipit
clene," threatened to take steps themselves to that
end. 3 In 1686 Parliament did so. The preamble
to an Act of that year records the" complaints of the
nastiness of the streets, wynds, closes and other
places of the city of Edinburgh, which is the Capital
city of the nation," also of the annoyance caused by
" the great numbers of clamorrus beggers" in and
about it, so echoing the complaint of the poet
Dunbar about two hundred years before. The
magistrates were ordered to deal with these abuses
under penalty for negligence, and the Lords of
Session were empowered to impose, with the advice
and consent of the magistrates, such taxes on the
town, Canongate, and suburbs as they should find
necessary for a cleansing. 4 Two years later the
magistrates were given power under a royal charter
to compel proprietors to construct walks of hewn
stone in front of their tenements, apparently recovering the expense from their tenants. 5 These
measures do seem in time to have produced some
betterment. 6

While the city was growing upwards it was also
spreading its boundaries. In 1617 it acquired from
Sir George Touris of Inverleith 10 acres of the land
of High Riggs, on part of which Heriot's Hospital
began to be built in 1628, while another portion
acquired to extend Greyfriars Churchyard was made
a place of imprisonment for Covenanters taken
prisoner at the battle of Bothwell Bridge. Following
a resolution by the Town Council a Royal Charter
of 1618 incorporated these lands as " frie burgage "
within the burgh, and so within its "royalty" or
jurisdiction. 7 In 1639 the Canongate, Pleasance and
North Leith were bought from the Earl of Roxburghe,
Ports burgh from Sir Adam Hepburn of Humbie in
1649, and the Citadel of Leith from the Earl of
Lauderdale in 1663-the last in face of a threat on
the part of the Earl to establish a burgh of regality in
that position. 8 These acquisitions had in turn to be
brought by Royal charters within the burgh's royalty.
Besides this outlay in purchases there was a further
cost of administration. Every burgh was supposed
to meet its working expenses from the Common
Good. There was no statutory authority for rating
householders save for" cess," the land-tax laid upon
all royal burghs, or, since the later 16th century, for
the support of the poor and incapacitated. But
Edinburgh's common good was being corruptly
dilapidated, as was generally happening in other
burghs; and while expenses were with difficulty met
from this source in the sixteenth century, by the
seventeenth even this had become impossible, and
deficits had to be made good by borrowing and by
other unwarrantable expedients. By the end of the
century Edinburgh was in debt to the amount of
nine times the annual income of the common good,
and in 1819 was found by a Parliamentary Committee
to have been long bankrupt.
Edinburgh, however, was foremost in securing
statutory power to levy rates for specific purposes,
though this was an expensive process. Of } hese
Acts one in 1690 was quite novel as it substituted for
the ancient, but now burdensome and unsatisfactory,
policing of the city by "watch and ward" on the
part of individual burgesses or their hired deputes

Surviving 17th-century buildings are the Tron
Church (No. 3), Greyfriars Church (No. 7), George
Heriot's Hospital (No. 56), Parliament Hall (No.
29), and Gladstone's Land (No. 14), to which may
be added, in the Canongate, Canongate Church
(No . 89), Moray House (No. 107), Acheson House
(No. 103) and the Palace of Holyroodhouse as
reconstructed under Charles II ' (No. 87). The
domestic architecture of the period is discussed in
detail on pp. lxviii, lxix.
.1 Rob~rtson and Wood, Castle and Town, p. 14.
But
thiS period was the heyday of witch hunting all over
Europe; before the end of the century there were doubters
on tht;. subject of witchcraft among the Scottish legal
:uthorltles. 2 Thomas Kirke in Early Travellers, p. 256 .
../!-.P.C., 3rd Series, s.d ., pp. 530-1. • Acts Pari. Scot.,
Vl11, p. 595-6.
6 D.E.C., x, p. 70, citing MS. Inventory of

City Charters. 6 Cf. p. lii. 7 Sir Thomas Hu.nte~, Town
Clerk, giving evidence before the Court of SesSlOn In .1902 ,
" stated that there was no definition of the boundanes of
the ancient royalty in any statute, charter, or dee~."
Edinburgh, 1329-1929, p. 209. 8 Sir George MackenZie,
Memoirs of the Affairs of Scotland, pp. 24-5. Cf. also p. Iv.
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the enlistment of a body of discharged soldiers for upon General Monk, his army commanders and the
this duty, to be paid by a rate levied upon the Cromwellian judges, with a banquet for the new
relieved householders. This was the Town Guard, burgesses. 6 But the guns of the Castle saluted the
" whose youngest member," Lord Cockburn writes Restoration of Charles 11 amid general rejoicing.
of his day, "was at least threescore," but which
The wars of the 17th century, civil and foreign,
" was sufficient to keep us in what was then called and the heavy taxation under the Commonwealth,
order "I-an institution which lasted until the 19th with its army of occupation, sorely hampered the
century.
trade of an impoverished country. In the earlier
Conflict between merchants and craftsmen could part of the century, however, Edinburgh could show
still break out but chiefly on questions of dignity, a merchant of the standing of Sir William Dick, its
when the Council showed in elections a preference provost in 1638 and 1639, who was a financial
for the superior crafts. 2 This feeling could even mainstay of the Covenanting movement. In addition
cause a free fight among apprentices of the two to practising merchandise on a large scale, exporting
class~s on an occasion like the "waponeschaw" of
to London, the Netherlands, and Italy, he farmed
7th September, 1666, when each group claimed the customs and the revenues of Orkney, and could
precedence of the other and one merchant youth advance loans not only to the Covenant party but
was killed. 3
also to the Commonwealth; but as he was never
repaid
he finally died in poverty in London. 7 He
The politico-ecclesiastical movements that conowned
the estate of Braid, following the practice of
vulsed Scotland throughout the century necessarily
other
wealthy
merchants of Edinburgh, who like
affected Edinburgh as the official centre, but they
belong to the national history. Some cardinal the grandfather of Sir John Clerk of Penicuik,
occurrences, however, had their location in the city, resolved to "give over all Trade, and become a
such as the tumult in St. Giles' on July 23rd, 1637, Country Gentleman." 8 Sir William's grandson,
at the reading of the new liturgy, and the first sub- Sir James Dick, also an Edinburgh merchant, purscription of the National Covenant in Greyfriars chased Prestonfield in 1677 and was provost of the
Church and churchyard on February 28th, 1638. city in 1680. Merchandise and the law, indeed, had
Under the Cromwellian regime the capital was com- long been giving Edinburgh a zone of new landed
plaisant. On May 4th, 1654, the Protectorate and gentry. 9
At this time, however, the conception of trade as
the Union of Scotland with the Commonwealth of
England were proclaimed at the Market Cross. an affair of the burghs was being supplanted by the
General Monk was met at the Nether Bow Port by principle that it was a national concern, to be directed
the provost and bailies in their scarlet gowns and, and encouraged in the national interest by such
after the ceremony, was conducted to a sumptuous means as the introduction of skilled foreign craftsdinner provided by the town for him and his colonels, men, monopolies for" enterprisers," and latterly the
which had taken six days to prepare, and at which formation of joint-stock companies and a tightening
they were served throughout by the bailies standing. scheme of economic protection. James VI in his
At night there were fireworks at the Cross.4 In May, Basilicon Doron advised his son to follow the policy
two years later, Edinburgh was faced with the of attracting strangers to come for the improvement
problem of building Cromwell's citadel at Leith or of craftsmanship, as was done in England, and to
being deprived of the liberty and superiority of that suppress any" mutining " of home craftsmen against
port. It acquiesced to the extent of advancing them. Both Charles I and Charles 11 personally
sixty thousand pounds Scots towards the building. 5 interested themselves in schemes of trade developEdinburgh, as we have seen, had later to buy the ment. Under this policy Edinburgh had but its
citadel from the Earl of Lauderdale for just that place in a national economy under general laws
amount, £5,000 sterling. On August 14th of the applying to the country as a whole and transcending
same year the freedom of the burgh was conferred the code of burgh privileges. Thus after the
1 Cockburn, Memorials of his Time (1 9 10), pp . 183-4.
See p. xliv . S Nicholl, Diary, p . 450. • Nicholl, Diary, p.
125. 5 Ibid., p. 179 . 6 Ibid., p . 183. 7 See Ledger of Andrew
H aly burton, pp . ci-cii ; Chambers, Domestic Annals of

2

Scotland, ii, pp. 236-240. 8 See Inventory of Midlothian,
p. xl. Clerk, however, m ade his fortune in France. Memoirs
of Sir John Clerk, S.H.S., p . 4. 9 Ibid.
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Restoration we find some really new trades planted in
Edinburgh, such as a revival of paper-making by
Alexander Daes with French workmen in 1675;1
wig-making by a Frenchman in 1676; fancy-leather
work in 1681;2 and the" twisteing (weaving) of
silk" in 1682. 3 Edinburgh's pre-eminence in
wealth among the burghs at this time is shown by its
large payments of annual cess or land lax laid on the
sixty-five royal burghs. Edinburgh was rated at two
or three times the proportion of Glasgow, four or five
times that of Aberdeen, and six times or so that of
Dundee, these being the only burghs reaching
double figures in the proportional amounts and
together accounting for half the total sum of cess. 4
Late in the century appeared the Company of
Merchants of the City of Edinburgh which, after
some opposition on the part of the craftsmen,
secured a charter in 1681 conferring on the Company
a moilOpoly of the trade in all stuffs for men and
women's apparel, because these merchants paid " a
great part of his Majesty's Customs, and are liable to
greater Imposts and Stents than any other Trade or
Incorporation within the said City," and further
would thus be enabled "to prosecute the design of
manufactories" and increase their trade. 5 The
Company was diligent in enforcing its privileges, and
with the passage of time greatly extended its scope:
it survives to this day and is responsible for a large
number of educational and charitable endowments.
Private coaches had been long known, but the
first note of a public conveyance appears when the
King, in 1610, is found encouraging Henry Anderson,
a foreigner, with licence for himself and his heirs
for fifteen years to run a coach between Edinburgh
and Leith at a charge of two shillings Scots for each
passenger. 6 Nothing seems to have come of this, as
in 1660 the magistrates licensed a similar but cheaper
service, and did so again in 1702 as part of a general
street undertaking. 7 In 1652 we get a reference to
a "iourney coach that some ordinarilie betuixt
England and Scotland,"s and an advertisement in
the Mercurius Politicus of May 20th, 1658, announces
a stage-coach from London "to Edinburgh in
Scotland, once in three weeks, for £4 10S." Twenty

years later an Edinburgh merchant and his partners
had from the Privy Council for seven years the
privilege of operating a stage-coach for six persons
to Glasgow, once or twice a week according to the
season. 9 These do not appear to have been successful undertakings, as in 1689 we get the observation
for Scotland that "stage coaches they have none,
yet they are a few hackneys in Edinburg," for
which deficiency the wretched state of the country
roads is blamed. lo
(iv) The Augustan Age. When on May 1st, 1707,
the Act of Union came into force, the bells of St.
Giles' began the day with the tune, Why should I
be sad on my wedding day? Indeed, as it turned
out, Scotland had reason to be sad for many years,
as carefully nursed manufactures went down under
the pressure of English competition in a system of
free trade between the countries, and new as well as
more strictly exacted excise-duties afflicted some
basic industries. Edinburgh had its special grievance
in the loss of all that the meetings of an independent
Parliament had meant financially and socially.
" The height of Edinburgh's glory was before the
Union of 1707, in the days when meetings of the
Scots Parliament drew to the capital nobles and
persons of quality from every county, when periodically the city was full of the richest, most notable,
and best-bred people in the land, and the dingy
High Street and Canongate were brightened by
gentlemen in their brave attire, by ladies rustling in
their hoops, brocade dresses and brilliant coloured
plaids, by big coaches gorgeous in their gilding, and
lackeys splendid in their livery. For the capital of a
miserably poor country, Edinburgh had then a
wonderful display of wealth and fashion. After 1707
all this was sadly changed."ll Not till the second half
of the century did Scotland show recovery from
depressed conditions and accommodation to the new
relationship.
Economically the country was thrown back upon
the resources in which it had some natural advantage,
particularly the production of linen, for which an
expanded market offered encouragement, and, in the
old fashion, a colony of French families of cambric

-!?-.P.c;:, 3rd series, vi, pp. 142 ff. 2 Ibid., vii, p. 190.
bid., vu, p. 321. 4 See Records of the Convention of
Royal Burghs, iii and iv passim. 6 Heron The Rise and
Progres~ of the Company of Merchants, p. 383. 6 Chambers,
Domesttc Annals of Scotland, i, p. 427 . Scots money was
Worth one twelfth of sterling. 7 Ibid., ii, pp. 264, 359.

Cf. here p. lii. 8 The Diary of Mr. John L amont of
Newton, 1647-1 671 (Maitland Club), p. 45. 9 R.P.C., 3rd
series, v, p. 483 . 10 Thomas Morer in Early Travellers,
p. 278 . 11 Graham, Social Life of Scotland in the Eighteenth
Century, i, p. 81.
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weavers was settled in Edinburgh "but without
much success. 1" The name of Picardy Place still
preserves the memory of this adventure. But the
domestic problem of the city continued to be a
congested population in its towering "lands" or
tenements; one of these, near the Parliament
Close, startled visitors with its height of fourteen
storeys. On their common winding staircase the
ground floor was usually made use of for shops, and
the higher flats were "possessed by the genteeler
people."2 The writer quoted has no doubt that
"the High Street in Edinburgh is inhabited by a
greater number of persons than any street in Europe."
At the beginning of George Ill's reign (1760)
Edinburgh was "a picturesque, odorous, inconvenient, old-fashioned town, of about seventy
thousand inhabitants."3
Something, too, seems to have been done at least
to mitigate Edinburgh's old reproach of uncleanliness. A visitor of about 1726 gives the informa_ tion that " the main street is cleaned by scavengers
every morning early, except Sunday, which therefore
is the most uncleanly day."4 A further help was the
provision of a supply of spring water from outside,
the earliest having been brough(in lead pipes from
Comiston in 1681 and supplemented by another in
1772, and in larger iron pipes in 1787 and 1790.5
Thus it could be said in 1774 that by this means" in
the morning the streets are so clean, that foot passengers walk in the middle of them."6 Only in the
narrow, obscure side streets was the old foul practice
continued. 7 But the collection of house nuisances
every evening still left Edinburgh at such times with
an offensive" concatenatiQn of smells."8
It was high time for the city to enlarge its bounds,
and this was only possible by extension on the level
country to north and south. In 1767 therefore the
burgh secured an Act to bring within its royalty lands
on the north side, some part of which it actually
owned, and in the autumn of the same year the first
house was erected here to the north of what
was to be George Street (p. 195). Already a plan
had been approved for the laying out of a New
Town in this quarter, the features of which are

discussed on a subsequent page; but until the
North Bridge, spanning the gully with what remained
of the North Loch, was safely completed in 1772,
progress in new dwellings was necessarily slow.
The construction of the bridge involved also the
levelling-up of the apparoach, so that the Cap and
Feather Close, in which the poet Robert Fergusson
was born, had now to be buried beneath the street.
By 1780 transference to " houses to themselves" in
the New Town was active, and the tenements of the
old town suffered a drastic change of occupancy.
Lord President Craigie's house was now possessed by
" a Rouping-wife or Saleswoman of old furniture ...
The house of the Duke of Douglas at the Union is
now possessed by a wheelwright . .. The great
Marquis of Argyle's house, in the Castlehill, is
possessed by a hosier, at 121. per annum. .. The
house of the late President Dundas, who died in
December, 1787, is now possessed by an ironmonger,
as his dwelling-house and ware-room."9 The erection of the North Bridge, and the formation of the
Mound in 1783 with earth dug from the foundations
of houses in the New Town,Io also involved the
gradual curtailment and final disappearance of the
North Loch. In 1785-6 the Cowgate was bridged
and access made easy to new suburban squares and
streets on the south. The draining of the South or
Burgh Loch had already been in process to form the
Meadows.ll External communications, too, had
greatly increased. By 1783 there were five or six
stage-coaches to Leith every half-hour and fifteen a
week to London, the latter completing their journey
in four days; in 1786 two daily coaches accomplished
it in sixty hours.1 2
Edinburgh was changing in character as well as
appearance. In contrast with, and reaction from,
the excitements of the previous century, the country
was for most of the time largely apathetic in matters
political and ecclesiastical. Edinburgh, no longer the
stage for the conflicts of a feudal nobility, blossomed
out into a literary metropolis-its Augustan Age
beginning when the wig-maker Allan Ramsay
changed over to become a bookseller, publisher, and
author in a shop on the second floor of the Lucken~
his friend in London, ed. 1822, i, p. 20. • Creech, Edinburgh
Fugitive Pieces, p. 87. Creech, a bookseller and publisher,
was Lord Provost 1811-3. 6 Topham, as cited, p. 152.
7 Ibid., p . 15; Thomas Morer (1689) in Early Travellers,
p . 280. • Topham, as cited, p. 152. • Creech, as cited,
pp . 64-5. 10 Ibid., p. 65. 11 Edinburgh, 1329-1929, p. 383.
12 Creech, as cited, p. 68.

1 Topham, Letters from Edinburgh;
Written in the
Years 1774 and 1775; etc., p. 176. Topham was an English
journalist, playwright and soldier. 2 Topham, as cited,
pp. 27-8. 3 Chambers, Traditions of Edinburgh, p. I .
Provost Creech (see below) calculates the population of
Edinburgh, Leith, and the suburbs in 1775 at 82,83 6 .
(Edinburgh Fugitive Pieces, p. 88.) • Burt, Letters, etc., to
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At the end of his grant of endowments to the
Church of the Holy Rood and the canons who served
it, King David I added leave to "enclose" (herbergare)5 or " establish" a burgh between the church
and his burgh of Edinburgh. The burgesses of the
canons 'were to have the right of buying and selling
in the market of Edinburgh without dispute (calumpnia) or payment of custom, and the canons were
to be free of custom in all royal burghs and over the
whole kingdom in respect of things which they
bought and sold. It was forbidden, too, that any
one should distrain (ne aliquis capiat pandum), that is
seize goods in satisfaction of a debt, unless the Abbot
had refused to deal with the case.
Canongate was thus a burgh "in" or "of"
barony, having the Abbot of Holyroodhouse as its
immediate superior, and so of a standing inferior to
that of a royal burgh directly subject to the king. It
was obviously a trading settlement on what is said to
have been waste ground,6 and so, like other Scottish
burghs, was probably, to begin with at least, colonised
by people of alien origin familiar with business
occupations. Freedom from tolls on trade over the
whole kingdom was a rare privilege even for the
burgesses of royal burghs. In 1343 the Abbey lands
were raised to the rank of a regality, giving to the
superior a power of criminal jurisdiction equal to that

of the royal justices and in civil cases to that of the
sheriff. This power, covering more than the burgh,
was exercised by the Abbot's bailie of regality.
The administration of the burgh was at the will of
its subject-superior, as in others of the same class,
but the Abbot left to the community the right of
electing its own council and officials, retaining at
first the nomination of the two bailies but later
abandoning that as well. 7 Thus we get a council
and magistrates to the number of thirteen elected
according to the Actof 1469, the old council choosing
the new and these, together with the deacons, appointing the bailies and the rest of the officers. 8 The
earliest existing reference to Canongate bailies is in
1423,9 and a Tolbooth was in existence before 1477,10
There are no earlier records of the municipal government.
It was the centralisation of the national administration in Edinburgh that was to go far in determining
the character of the burgh of Canongate-the
settling of meetings of Parliament in the city from
the reign of James Ill, followed by the erection of a
royal palace at Holyrood, and the presence of
executive departments and of the supreme court of
justice. All this raised problems of lodging for
nobility, commissioners, and public officials not
easily to be provided in the crowded tenements of
Edinburgh, while the still open spaces of the Canongate offered pleasant positions for the provision of
private residences as such became necessary. In
1485 we hear of Robert Haldane of Glenagies
(Gleneagles), the King's justiciar, and Humphrey
Colquhoun of Luss possessing houses and gardens
there,l1 and the building of several houses is also
recorded at later dates in the same source. In 1535
the street was being paved with cobbles, when the
proposal to help the expense by imposing a small
toll on Edinburgh carts using the thoroughfare
brought a protest to the Abbot by the provost of the
city in the name of the whole town. 12 Later an Act

1 Topham, as cited, pp. 179,181.
In 1779 there were
twenty-seven printing-offices in Edinburgh. Chambers,
Traditions of Edinburgh, p. 62. 2 Topham, as cited, p. 208.
B " With the exception of a few paltry and easily removable
houses on the west and north, the ground all round it
was entirely open. Nicolson Street was partly, and College
Street entirely un built ; and the College was . . . perfectly
free on its east or front side . . . The spaces now
occupied by the various buildings pressing on the College
were then covered with grass fields or gardens."(Cockburn,
Memorials of his Time, ed. 1910, pp. 6-7). Lord Cockburn
also tells how before 1802 nearly all the land between
York Place and Canonmills was heavily wooded, " a sea

of foliage" (pp. 165-166), and how he had listened to" the
ceaseless rural corn-craiks "on the turf where now stand
Moray Place and Ainslie Place (p. 377). • Creech, as
cited, p. 74. 5 This unusual word is also translated as
"build." By the historian Maitland it was held to be
the name of the burgh. 6 See p. xxxix. 7 Royal Comm.,
Local R eports, i, pp. 323-4; Mackay, History of the Burgh
of Canongate, p. 15. 8 Records of the Burgh of the
Canongate, in the Miscellany of the Maitland Club, ii, p.302.
The date of the entry is 1567. 9 Lib. Cart. St. Crucis,
p. 231. 10 Reg. Mag. Sig., 1424-1513, No. 1329. 11 Protocol
Book of James Young, 1485-1515, (S.R.S.), No. 5. 12 Acts
of the Lords of Council, 1501 -54, pp. 44 6-7.

booths (" locked-booths "), the tall narrow building
that blocked the street on the north side of St.
Giles' . Here also he opened the first circulating
library. By 1775 "the most profitable trade" in
Edinburgh, and one of which it had a monopoly,
was" that of a Bookseller," which included printing. 1
The reputation of the University was such that" the
number of young persons that crowd here from
different countries is prodigious."2 The result was
the foundation 3 of " a magnificent new college" in
1789, "the old college having become ruinous."4
B. THE BURGH OF CANONGATE
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of the reign of James VI gave the magistrates power Act of 14699 was not observed, so that for twelve
to levy a custom at the Watergate, the easterly ' years nine maltmen had engrossed "the absolute
government of the burgh." The Privy Council
entrance to the burgh, on carts coming in there.
instructed the election of a new council and magisIt is in the 16th century that we get in touch with trates, and ordered observance of the Act in future. 10
the craft incorporations of the Canongate, which
Mter being in the hands of a Commendator, the
were to number eight. 1 Incorporation was conAbbey
property, excluding what had been constituted
stituted by "letters of license" the equivalent of
of Broughton, was erected into a lordship,
the
barony
2
" seals of cause" elsewhere. The earliest case is
that of the hammermen in 1540, who had one letter which by 1630 was possessed by the first Earl of
from the bailies and community, confirming rules Roxburghe. It happened that the Earl and the
made by them for their craft and the augmentation King were both in debt to the trustees of George
of service at an altar to their patron St. Eloi, and Heriot's Hospital, who were virtually the magistrates
another from the Abbot allowing them to make the of Edinburgh. A financial settlement was come to,
same levy on the hammermen of Leith, St. Leonard's, known as the" Broughton Deal," as part of which
and Broughton as they made in the Canongate. Edinburgh acquired in 1636 the full superiority of
These letters were then confirmed by royal charter the Canongate including " Deiraneuch alias Pleasunder the privy seal. 3 The cordiners or shoemakers ance," a transference confirmed by royal charter
followed in 1554 and the tailors later in the same three years later.ll Edinburgh, however, seems not
year, the letters of license being issued by the Co m- to have exercised its new powers until 1652, in the
mendator of the Abbey; the first craft maintaining time of the Commonwealth, when it took in hand to
an altar to St. Anne in the Abbev Church the second appoint the Town Council. This, at a later date,
an altar to St. Crisp in and St." Crispini~n, and the could be represented as reflecting the fact that
rules of both bodies being approved for the Edinburgh Town Council acceptcd Cromwell's
" eschewing of unsufficient craftsmen,"4 incompetent authority while that of the Canongate had refused
workmen. The cordiners and tailors flourished to do SO.12 The Canongate bailies were to be chosen
sufficiently to be able in the second quarter of the by the Edinburgh Town Council and might be
following century to purchase their places of meeting. 5 burgesses of either place. Thirteen councillors were
to be selected from a list of sixteen given in by the
The Canongate crafts were usually at odds with Canongate council, and to these Edinburgh added
those of Edinburgh, 6 particularly in cases where three.l 3 This constitution lasted till 1856, when the
those in the Canongate took orders and material in two burghs were merged in the metropolitan city.
Edinburgh for work to be done in their own quarters. 7
The Union of 1707 had the effect on Canongate
In 1573 Adam Fullarton, a burgess of Edinburgh,
already noted in connection with Edinburgh. 14
seized a cargo of skins belonging to Thomas Huntar,
Allan Ramsay in the first half of the century is
burgess of the Canongate, who had shipped them at
gloomy on the subject:
Leith for transport abroad. Fullarton pleaded that
" 0 Canigate ! poor elritch 15 hole,
he had acted as a "searcher" appointed by the
What
loss, what crosses does thou thole!
provost, bailies, and council of Edinburgh, but was
London
an' death gars thee look droll,
ordered by the Privy Council to restore the skins,
An' hing thy head."
without prejudice to the action before the Court of
Session concerning the privileges of the respective
burghs. 8 The Canongate had its internal conflicts
also. A complaint was made to the Privy Council
in 1612 by the deacons of seven crafts alleging
" abuse and corruption" in the elections where the

Yet many of the prominent and wealthy people still
retained their houses in what was ceasing to be a
salubrious quarter. A list of such for about 1759
shows two dukes, many earls, lords, judges, baronets,
army officers, and other eminent men. 1 6 It was the

Royal Comm., Local Reports, i, p. 328. 2 See p . xliii .
cf. what f?lIo~s here with Acts Part. Scot., ix, p. 212.
R eg . Sec. Stg ., 11, 1540-1, No. 3948. • Lib. Cart . St.
Crucis, pp. 290-4. S On the" Shoemakers' Land" see
~o . II2 .. 6 See examples in Mackay, as cited, pp . 95-6.
B .R ., IV (1573-1589 ), p. 367 . 8 R.P.C., ii, pp. 220-1,

2 ~0.
• See p. xliii .
V1~ (1626-1641), pp.

10 R .P.C ., ix, pp. 462-3. 11 B.R.
180 f., 328-34, xv, xlvii; Reg. Mag.
Stlf., 1631-1651, No. 9 29. 1 2 Court of Session Papers

1

~nd

(SIgnet LIbrary), lxxx, No . 2, Smart v. Jack. 13 B .R., vii
(1~4 2 -1655), p. 280.
14 See p. li.
15 Elritch, hideous or
weIrd. 18 Chambers, Traditions of Edinburgh, p. 318 .
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attractive qualities of the New Town that finally
drew away such people from the Canongate as they
did from Edinburgh itself, and the growth of factories
and breweries that made an industrial wilderness of
its gardens.

lawsuit in which it was claimed that the Edinburgh
magistrates had no power to levy petty customs and
anchorage dues on ships entering at North Leith,
that part being within the regality of Holyroodhouse,
but the decision of the Lords of Council and Session
was in favour of Edinburgh, as having been in continual possession of all such customs and dues in all
parts of the haven of Leith. 6 North Leith was
finally acquired by the city in 1639 as part of the
" Broughton Deal."?

c. LEITH
The 18th-century historian of Edinburgh introduces Leith as " an Appendage" to the capital, but
" to do it Justice," he continues, " it may truly be
said, that on the harbour of Leith, in a great Measure,
Logan's grant gave permission for the construction
depends the Welfare of Edinburgh."l This was due
of
a bridge between the two parts, so far as his land
to the circumstance that a convenient port was
necessary if Edinburgh was to have its proper share was concerned, and this was done subsequently.
in the profitable import and export trade, which was South Leith was the principal district, but it is convenient to speak of the port as a unit, as it is thus
a monopoly of the royal burghs; and the mouth of
constantly treated. A primary concern of Edinburgh
the Water of Leith was not only the nearest but also
was to prevent the rise of any rival port, and so in
the most serviceable harbour, in fact the only good
1510 the city bought over the New Haven to the
natura~ one, on th.e south shore of the Firth. 2 Indeed
west and, after the Restoration, paid a heavy sum to
by the 15th century Leith was used for the shipping the Earl of Lauderdale to eliminate the threat connot only of goods which had paid duty at Edinburgh tained in his proposal to establish a burgh of regality
but of those which had done so at more distant at the Citadel. 8 All the time it maintained a policy
places, such as North Berwick, Haddington, Dunbar, of restriction on Leith's activities which, in any case,
Linlithgow, Stirling, etc. 3 The advantages of Leith were drastically limited by the fact that Leith was
were so great that the historian cited above confesses no burgh but only a community of men legally
to the " great Hardships" imposed upon the town unfree, that is with no right to practise trade in any
" to prevent its ingrossing the Trade and Commerce form. A summary of the main provisions in a
of Edinburgh.' ~4
lengthy series of charters, Acts of Parliament, and
The earliest evidence of this subjection comes in Edinburgh instructions shows the severe limitations
the royal charter to Edinburgh of 1329, which leases within which Leith had to maintain its existence.
the burgh of Edinburgh to its burgesses for a definite No goods coming from abroad into the harbour
yearly payment and with the burgh also the port of were to remain, after unloading, longer than the time
Leith. That port, however, was divided by the required to " cart" them to the market at Edinburgh;
river into North and South Leith, of which the former there was to be no market at Leith. This was a
was in the barony of Broughton and so, by the founda- confirmation of use and wont. 9 No such goods were
tion charter of Holyrood, within that Abbey's to be packed or unpacked at the port, nor was there
regality, while the latter was in the barony of to be any storage there. An Edinburgh burgess
Restalrig belonging to Sir Robert Logan.
The entering into partnership with a dweller in Leith, or
charter of 1329 conveyed no property in Leith, but making one his factor at home or abroad, was to be
in 1398 an accommodation was come to with Logan subject to a money penalty and it might be to loss
whereby Edinburgh was given the right to take of his" freedom" for a time. lo When burghs were
earth and sand from the south shore for the con- being troubled by burgesses making residence elsestruction of the port, also to use roads through the where than in the burgh, and so evading their
barony for the conveyance of goods, while Logan responsibilities as householders there, Edinburgh in
undertook to have no shops or stores in the town, 1662 warned its burgesses living in Leith to come
thus, so far, abrogating baronial incidents for himself up to the city and reside in it, failing which they were
and heirs as landed superiors. 5 In 1540 came a to be heavily fined. Eleven years later this intimation
1

¥aitland, History, p. 485.

2"

All the coasts from

Charters, No. xx. • Ibid, Nos. lxviii, Ixix. 7 See p. liv.
8 See p. 26I.
• Edinburgh Charters, No. Iv (I482) .
10 B .R., i (1403-I528), p. 50; ii (I528-I557), p. 207.

~erwlck to Leith having not one good harbour." Carlyle,
.r0'!l.well's Letters, etc., Letter cx!. 3 Exch. Rolls, iv, v,
vu, etc., passim. • Maitland, as cited, p . 458 . • Edinburgh
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was repeated with a limit of forty days, after which,
if they did not return, they were to lose the privilege
of trade so long as they dwelled " in the villadge of
Leithe." I
The confining of all trade in merchandise by
inhabitants of Leith to the market at Edinburgh 2 had
its counterpart in a ban upon crafts and their organisations in Leith. These restrictions, as the Town
Council emphasised in 1570, made up the main
privileges of a royal burgh. 3 In this year it had
been brought to their notice that inhabitants of
Leith had "usurped" the offices of deacons of
various crafts, namely smiths, coopers, tailors,
baxters (bakers), cordiners (shoemakers), fleshers,
and websters, whereupon the bailies and council
ordered all such usurping to cease " within the said
toun of Leyth or barronye of Restalrig " and forbade
" all vsing of the said artificiall crafts in tyme cuming"
within the" vnfre toun," those wishing to continue
to betake themselves for that purpose to a free
town. 4 The crafts in question no doubt received
their right to incorporation in seals of cause from
the superior, Logan of Restalrig, or the Queen
Regent for Queen Mary in his place. 5 But by this
date Edinburgh had acquired the territorial superiority from the Crown,6 and could exercise complete
control. In 1579 an Edinburgh court sat in Leith
to deal with cordiners who had dared to elect a
deacon and take apprentices "as gif the said tovne
of Leith war ane frie burgh."7 Incorporated crafts
in South Leith were in fact to subsist only as subordinate and contributory to the corresponding
crafts in Edinburgh. Any in North Leith were
similarly to depend upon those in the separate
regality of Canongate until 1639, when that superiority too passed to Edinburgh. s In 1734, however,
the cordiners won an appeal in the Court of Session,
which in effect recognised the independence of the
Leith incorporations possessing their own seals of
cause. 9
That all these restrictions and regulations would
not be strictly observed might be expected, and there
is recurrent evidence of some measure of contraband
business being carried on within the forbidden area

despite Edinburgh's watchfulness. 1o Intrusion by
unfree traders of Leith is a frequent source of complaint. The government of the port was conducted
by a bailie, often referred to as the" water bailie,"
who was accompanied in holding his court by two
Edinburgh councillors and a common clerk, as in
1479-80, or as in 1563 by another Edinburgh bailie
and the common clerk or one of his deputes. l l The
royal burgh had, of course, to maintain and extend
the harbour of Leith, and for this expenditure
provision was made by deeds empowering the Council
to levy tolls on cargoes and ships entering the portfor example a charter of 1428, repeated in 1445 and
1454, and letters-patent by King James in 1471 with
the same power as to all kinds of boats using the
harbour, including ferry and fishing boats.12 These
tolls were made perpetual.
Another relationship of Leith to Edinburgh
besides the commercial one was that whereby the
port served as an entry and a base in time of war.
It did this service for English campaigns in the War
of Independence, when an invading army had to
depend upon it for supplies by sea. In May, 1544,
The Earl of Hertford landed a force at Granton,
which advanced to the capture of Leith over its
trenches with trifling loss. The invaders found in
the haven " many goodely shyppes" and the town
" more full of ryches then we thought to haue founde
any Scottishe towne to haue ben."13 From Leith
they could go on to burn Edinburgh. Four years
later the Sieur d'Esse landed at Leith a force from
France for assistance against the English operating
in Scotland. In the war of the Reformation (155960) the parts were reversed. French troops supporting the Queen-Regent finally concentrated at
Leith, which was fortified, and were there besieged
by an English army assisting the Reformers. They
had ultimately to surrender the place. Then in the
subsequent civil war (1570-3), Leith was made the
base for the party of the regency supporting the
youthful James VI, when Edinburgh, where the
Castle was held by the partisans of Queen Mary, was
blockaded. 14 In 1650 the Protector Cromwell, in
his first advance against Edinburgh, experienced a

1 Marwick, Edinburgh Guilds and Crafts, pp. 181, 185,
citing MS. archives; p. 192 for Council's Act of 1691.
2 Cf. also decree in the Court of Session in 1518, Morison,
Decisions, p. 1902, No. 46. 3 B.R., iii (1557-1571), p. 273.
• B.R., iii (1557-1571), pp. 273-4, 281. 5 See p. lviii.
" The oldest seal of cause of the Leith incorporated trades
is apparently that of the tailors, which is dated 1515; the
cordiners' seal of cause is dated 1550, and that of the

weavers 1554." J. CampbeII Irons, Leith and its Antiquities,
ii, p. 77 footnote. 6 See p. lviii. 7 B.R., iv (1573-1589),
p. 125. 8 See p. liv. 9 See p. lviii. 10 Cf. e.g. B.R., iv
(1573-1589), p . 415. 11 B.R., i (1403-1528), p. 38; iii
(1557-1571), p. 172. 12 Edinburgh Charters, Nos. xxv, xxvii,
xxxii, xlvi. 13 The Late Expedition in Scotlande, etc.,
1544, p. 5, in DalyeII, Fragments of Scottish History, 179 8 .
" See p. xlvi.
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PLATE 6 .

FIG. 16.-Trinity College Church (No. 4); doorway.

FIG. 17 .-Canongate Tolbooth ( o. 105); entrance.

FIG. 19.- The Palace of Holyroodhouse (No. 87);
seventeenth- century doorway in court-house.

FIG . 18.- The Magdalen Chapel (No. 6); entrance.
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FIG. 20.-Roseburn House (No. 182); inscribed lintel.

FIG. 21.-Inscribed lintel (No. 70) in Edinburgh
~ublic

Library.

FIG . 22.-Sempill's Close (No. ID); inscribed lintel.

FIG . 24.-Sempill's Close (No. ID); inscribed lin tel.
FIG. 23.-Huntly House (No. 104); inscribed panel.

FIG. 25.-Huntly House (No. 104); inscribed panel.
Photograph B. C. Clay to".

FIG. 26.-Ad vocate's Close ( -0.21); inscribed

door-lintels.

FIG. 27.-Huntly House (No. ID); inscribed panel.

FIG. 28 .- The Magdalen Chapel (No. 6); sundial

on window-sill of tower.
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32.-" The Old Tolbooth ", Dean (No . 176);
lintel and pediment.

FIG.

33.-Bible Land (No. 108);
can'ed panel.
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34.-Inscribed panel (No. 150) a t the
Roya l Hi gh School.
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economic policy, to be regarded as a national and
not as a purely burgh interest; new industries, in
particular, were consequently receiving encouragement, while the Edinburgh Burgh Records furnish
references to weaving and dyeing in Leith at this
time. It is also in Leith that the first Scottish
manufacture of golf balls is recorded in 1618;7 and
Charles I, according to tradition, received the news
of the Irish rebellion of 1641 while playing golf on
Leith Links. A soap factory was opened by Nicol
Uddart in 1619.8 What survives of Lord Balmerino's Ludging (p. 257) is characteristic of the
domestic architecture of this time. During the
second half of the century, after the Restoration, we
hear of other industries at Leith, outside the spheres
of the established crafts-occupations like sawmilling, the refining of sugar, and the making of
glass, earthenware, sail-cloth, wool-cards, and pins
and needles. 9 The town of Leith, writes a visitor
of 1636, " is built all of stone, but it seemeth to be
but a poor place,"lo while another of 1655 affirms
that did not Edinburgh "obstruct and impede the
growing of the place, it would, from her slave, in a
few yeares become her rival."ll By 1669 we learn
that" Leith hath become a very opulent and flourishing port," where "commonly lieth a great fleet at
anchor which come hither richly laden with all sorts
of commodities ;"12 and twenty years later it is "a
thriving town, having a double advantage, the seatrade and the citizens' recreation to inrich it; for
hither they flock by foot or in coaches to divert
themselves." 13

check from Sir David Leslie's force established at
Leith, whence an earthen rampart, swept by Leslie's
guns had been constructed up to the Calton Hill.
Cromwell needed the port for the supply of his
army by sea; after his victory at Dunbar he occupied
Leith, and later a citadel 1 was built there by General
Monk. In all these operations is manifest the
strategical importance of Leith, both as an avenue of
supplies and on account of its proximity to the capital.
It is claimed that "When Monsieur Dessy a
Frenchman, did fortifie Lethe for the strength of
Edenborow, it began of a bare Village to grow to a
Towne,"2 with an amplification by a later writer,
repeating the same statement, that this was "by
reason of a great concourse of people, which after
this flocked hither in abundance."3
There was evidence of growth, however, before
the time of d'Esse . . In 1419 work had been begun
by John Clegarie on the Hospital of St. Anthony
(No.222).4 In 1434 James I began the construction
known as the" King's Wark " (No. 249), at once a
residence and a receptacle for royal stores. 5 By 1480
the population had so increased that a church, St.
Mary's (No. 217), as large as St. Giles', had been
erected in the Kirkgate; and in 1493 Abbot Bellenden
built, at the north end of the bridge over the Water
of Leith, the chapel of St. Mary, St. Ninian and All
Saints, which was later to become the parish church
of North Leith (No. 218). But the population of
the place was still mainly crowded into the comparatively small section lying between The Shore
on the north and the Kirkgate on the south, the
houses belonging to Holyrood and burgesses of
Edinburgh being situated along the south side of
The Shore. When in 1645 Leith was scourged by
plague, 2,421 persons died in South Leith alone, and
this was held to be one-half of the population. 6
Mter the Union of the Crowns English wars with
France and Holland reacted unfavourably on Leith,
which did most of its shipping trade with these
countries. On the other hand trade and manufactures in Scotland were coming, under a new

Relations between Edinburgh and Leith were
never cordial. On the side of the royal burgh there
were the recurrent complaints, expressed about 1490
as "the inormiteis, iniuries, and vsurpatioun maid
and vsit be thame in Leyth vpoun the fredome of
the towne,"14 while Leith resented the stranglehold
exerted by Edinburgh on its independence and
development. It was an active community of seamen, dockers, fishermen, craftsmen, and various
other residents,15 including at one time or another

See pp. lv, 261. For a description of the citadel see Early
Travellers, p. 234. 2 Fynes Morison, 1598, in Early
Travellers, p. 84. 3 James Brome (1669), ibid., p. 24 7 .
• Calendar of Scottish Supplications to Rome, (S .H.S.),
p. ~ 2. 5 Exch. Rolls, iv, pp. 576, 628; in the end the
WeIgh-house. See Maitland, History pp. 495-6. 6 Colston,
The Town and Port of Leith, p . 47. 7 O.E.C., xviii, p. 124.
8 R.P.C., xii, p. 106; B .R ., vi (1604-1626,) pp. 233, 240
~: 9 See Scott, English, Scottish, etc., joint Stock Companies,
Ill, pp. 176-80. 10 Sir WilIiam Brereton in Early Travellers,

P.142. 11 Thomas Tucker, ibid., p. 164 . 1 2 James Brome,
ibid., p. 247. 13 Thomas Morer, ibid., p. 285. U B.R., i (14301528), p. 59. 1. The Presbytery of Edinburgh in 1593
divided the population into four classes, each contributing
one quarter to the minister's stipend, these being "Mariners,
Maltmen, Trades, and Traffickers, the first whereof consist
of the Masters of Ships and Sailors, the second of MaItmakers, and Brewers; the third of Coopers, Bakers, Smiths,
Taylors, Wrights, Weavers, etc ., and the fourth or last are
Dealers or Merchants." (Maitland, History, pp. 487, 495).
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widely known sea-captains such as the Bartons,
Woods, Falconers, Merrymouth and others, and so a
very self-conscious body. John Knox in his History
writes of " ane auld haitrent and contentioun betuix
Edinburght and Leith; Edinburgh seeking continewallie to possess that liberty, quhilk be donatioun
of kyngis they have lang enjoyit; and Leith, be the
contrary, aspyring to ane libertie and fredome in
prejudice of Edinburgh."l The legal issues involved
are somewhat complicated. The royal grant of 1329
could not override the rights of the landed superiors,
and it has been already noted how an arrangement
had to be come to with Logan, lord of the barony of
Restalrig, for South Leith,2 while North Leith
pertained to Holyrood. In 1555 the men of Leith
appealed to the Queen Regent, in view of the convenience of Leith for her French forces, "to mak
their Toun fre,"s that is erect it into a royal burgh
and she for this purpose bought up the Logan
superiority for three thousand pounds Scots, 4 provided by Leith, but died without fulfilling her
obligation or returning the money. 5 The superiority, however, now pertained to the Crown, and in
1565 in return for a loan of ten thousand merks
Queen Mary conferred it, "under reversion," that
is power to redeem, on Edinburgh. 6 James VI
sought to recover the superiority on the ground that,
as part of the royal patrimony, it was inalienable,
but finally transferred the reversion to his secretary
Sir John Maitland from whose son, Lord Thirlestane,
it was purchased in 1605 by Edinburgh for fourteen
thousand merks. 7 Edinburgh's superiority was thus
made absolute so far as South Leith was concerned,
and by a subsequent transaction it secured the same
authority with respect to North Leith. 8
In 1636 a royal charter granting anew to Edinburgh
the superiority of Leith erected the latter into a burgh
of barony, for which Edinburgh was to have the
power to choose magistrates and other officers and
make regulations (statuta).9
Another attempt to break loose from control by
Edinburgh was made by the folk of Leith in 1655,
during the Protectorate, when the English army had

found it a useful base. In a petition to Cromwell they
set out at considerable length "the sad conditions
and most grievous oppressions we lye under by the
magistratis of Edinburgh," and implored him to
" break the heavie yocke of our oppressors, to set
us free and give us protectione . . . by empowering
us to incorporate ourselves and choose our own
magistrates." 10 Cromwell referred the petition to
General Monk, commanding in Scotland, and any
two Scottish judges, but the decision was in favour
of Edinburgh.

1 The Works of John Knox (ed. Laing, Bannatyne Club),
i, p . 426. • See p . lvi . 3 Knox, as cited. • For contract
see Campbell Irons, Leith and its Antiquities, ii, pp. 602-4.
5 Maitland, History, pp. 486-7.
6 Diurnal, p . 84.
7 Maitland, H istory, p . 487; cf. the account of Leith's titles in
Campbell Irons, Leith and its Antiquities, ii, pp. 610-9.
8 See p. lvi.
• Reg. Mag . Sig., 1634-1651 , No. 605.
10 Mercurius Politicus, May 7-14, 1657; Firth, Scotland
and the Protectorate, S.H.S., p . 249 . 11 Maitland, History,

p . 497 . 12 Register House p apers, Edinburgh and Leith,
Box 3. 13 See p. lvi; Campbell Irons, as cited, ii, p. 155.
1& Maitland, History, p. 495.
South Leith is meant, there
being another bailie for North Leith. 15 The scattered
property of the old preceptory of St. Anthony had been
gifted by James VI to the Kirk Session of South Leith
(Maitland, History, pp. 489 ff.) and was thus held of the
Crown, being the only part of Leith not within the
superiority of Edinburgh.

Developments in the latter half of the 17th century
have been referred to above. Mter the Union of
1707 things at first went no better for Leith than for
the capital, though in 1722 the first stone pier was
built at the harbour, a bad bit of construction. l l In
1729, however, the "heritors and indwellers in
Leith" had to appeal to the magistrates of Edinburgh
for relief owing to the poverty that now afflicted
the town. 12 Improvement came in time, and a
notable success in 1734 when, after three years'
litigation with Edinburgh, the Court of Session
upheld the validity of a seal of cause granted by
Logan of Restalrig to the cordiners; as this decision applied to other incorporations as well,
these were at last freed from subjection to the
similar incorporated trades of Edinburgh. ls But still
municipal administration rested with "one of their
old Magistrates" appointed by Edinburgh as " Baron
Bailiff," though now he had a depute resident in
Leith. l4 A notable reform was brought about in
1771, when an Act of Parliament was passed for the
" Cleansing and Lighting of the Streets of the Town
of South Leith, the territory of Saint Anthony's; 15
and Yard Heads therewith adjoining, and for supplying the several parts thereof with Fresh Water."
Again North Leith called for separate treatment,
being still part of the burgh of Canongate. Throughout the century, from time to time, Edinburgh found
it necessary to extend and improve the harbour
accommodation, finally entering upon a great scheme
for the provision of docks. But all this threw into
relief the anomalous and multiple jurisdiction of the
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port, which at last ended in the Act of 1827 conferring
upon it the right to elect its own council and magistrates. 1 In 1833 it was made a Parliamentary
burgh, but enjoyed a separate status only till 1920,
when Edinburgh was enabled to extend its boundaries by annexing Leith.

community at their gates may be inferred from the
sequence of events. In 1648 Touris of Inverleith
disposed of this portion of the barony to Sir Adam
Hepburn of Humbie, after which Hepburn sold the
superiority to the Town Council of Edinburgh for
twenty-seven thousand, five hundred merks Scots. 7
Followed in 1649 a royal charter erecting the whole
D. PORTSBURGH
into the burgh of barony of Portsburgh, the lands to
Beyond the city limits on the south, outside the be part of the common good of Edinburgh and the
(later) West Port and the Potterrow Port, small magistrates of that city to have the right of choosing
communities had taken root, the origins of which can the bailies and other officers of the burgh of barony,
only be conjectured. The settlement at the former in which there were no burgesses and no guild
place may possibly derive from its proximity to the brethren. The place was thus also transferred to
King's Stables,2 the building of which was begun by the sheriffdom of the city of Edinburgh, of which
the English garrison in 1335 3 and continued by David the provost was ex officio sheriff. 8 In effect the city
Il,4 but faubourgs were a common feature outside appointed a baron bailie for Ports burgh with a
the gates of walled towns. At Edinburgh the resident bailie for each of the parts, Easter and
southern ports, including the West Port, were the Wester, where the differentiation of craft privileges
most direct and most serviceable means of access to continued as noted above. Easter Portsburgh comthe city, the northern approach being blocked by the prised the western and eastern crofts of Bristo,
North Loch and that from the east involving a Potterrow, and the adjoining land bounded on the
progress through the burgh of Canongate. It was east by the modern Roxburgh Place and on the south
by the Bristo (or Greyfriars) Port that the Princess by Surgeons' Hall and Nicolson Square; while the
Margaret of England entered for her marriage with Wester division covered an area bounded approxiJames IV, and by the West Port that James VI mately by the Vennel, the eastern part of King's
brought in his queen, Anne of Denmark, and that Stables Road, Main Point, Tollcross and Lauriston
Place, with an extension reaching as far south as
his son Charles I subsequently visited the city.
But the belt of land thus loosely settled outside the Bruntsfield Links. Edinburgh's jurisdiction, howports was part of the barony of Inverleith, owned by ever, was single and overruling, and by the middle
the family of Touris. The settlement developed of the eighteenth century the" Companies of Handiuntil in 1582 six crafts, probably already in existence crafts . . . being subject to the Controul of the
there, could be incorporated by " letters of licence" Incorporations of Edinburgh" could be described as
or " seals of cause "5 from Touris the superior. An "but of little Note."9 Portsburgh as · a separate
Act of 1593 forbade the practice of crafts in suburbs entity continued to decline; its craftsmen decreased
adjacent to royal burghs, but this Act was held not to in number, the bailies became superfluous, and in
apply to suburbs in a barony,6 another example of 1856 the whole was merged in Edinburgh.
legal protection for inherent baronial rights. The
Like other suburban districts Portsburgh in the
crafts subsequently increased in number, being 17th and early 18th centuries had its share of resihammermen, bakers, weavers, wrights and masons, dences for the wealthy and for the landed gentry.
with shoemakers and tailors in separate bodies for In Wester Portsburgh were the mansions of the
the eastern and western divisions, to which they were Earl of Wemyss, Hog of N ewliston, Borthwick of
respectively confined while the other crafts were Crookston, Baird of N ewbyth, and Thomas Boreland,
free of both parts.
a wealthy merchant, as well as High RiggslO and Leven
How the Edinburgh authorities, with their sensi- Lodge belonging to the Earl of Leven. Easter
tiveness to threat of rivalry, regarded this developing Ports burgh is said by Slezerl l to have boasted " a

p. 172. 8 Royal Comm ., Local R eports, i, p. 330; Reg.
Mag. Sig., 1634-1651, No. 2021. • Maitland, History,
p . 172. 10 See illustration in Grant, Old and New Edinburgh, ii, p. 222. 11 Theatrum Scotiae (1693), p. 4.

1 But Edinburgh Town Council chose its three bailies
from a leet submitted by the old magistrates . 2 So Maitland suggests, History, p . 172 . 3 Calendar, iii, p . 2 15 .
, E?C~h. Rolls, ii, p. 246 . • See p. liv. • Morison,
DeclS2ons, pp. 1905-6; cf. here p. Iv. 7 Maitland, History,
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great square Court . . . with Buildings and brave
houses about it, to the very Walls of the City," and
near this square were the lands of Sir Adam Hepburn
of Humbie which were excluded from the bailie's
jurisdiction. 1 Other important residents in Easter
Portsburgh in the late 16th and early 17th centuries
were Herbert Maxwell 2 and the Baron of Inverleith ;
and in the 17th and 18th centuries the Earl of Stair,
the Marquis of Douglas, and Sir James Nicolson,
whose name survives in Nicolson Street and Square.
As happened elsewhere, this element in Portsburgh
was drained away by the growth of the New Town.
E.

THE BARONIES

Certain baronies bordering on Edinburgh were
acquired by the city and ultimately built over,
leaving their names in urban districts and streets.
To the north was Broughton, which, as " Broctun
with its right marches," had been granted to the
canons of Holyrood in the Great Charter of the Abbey.
What the marches of this territory then were cannot
be stated, but in the 17th and 18th centuries the
barony, besides the area lying within a quarter of a
mile of the older city, on the north, also comprised
some parts of North and South Leith as well as the
lands of St. Leonard's to the south. 3 The" village
of Broughton "4 stood on or near the modern Barony
Street and possessed a tolbooth, but this with the
rest of the village disappeared before the spread of
new building in the early 19th century.
In 1392-3 Broughton was raised from a barony to
a regality and the sheriff of Edinburgh was forbidden
to compel its inhabitants to make suit in his courts. 5
Regality conveyed a jurisdiction as extensive as that
of the royal courts, treason alone excepted. The
"village," too, was made a burgh of regality.6 The
regality lands thus pertaining to the Abbot of Holyrood passed after the Reformation to the lay commendator in the person of Lord Robert Stewart, and
in course to the Earl of Roxburghe. By this time,
1 Reg. Mag. Sig., 1634-1651, No. 2021.
2 Reg. Mag.
Sig ., 1593-1608, No. 959; 1609-1620, No. 1888. 80.E.C.,
xxiii, p . II2. 4 Maitland, History, p. 177. Mackay,
History of the Barony of Broughton, p . 54. 5 Reg. Mag.
Sig., 1306-1424, No. 847. 6 Maitland, History, p. 177.
7 Reg. Mag . Sig., 1620-1633, No. 850.
8 See p. liv.
• See p. !iv. 10 Reg. Mag . Sig., 1306-1424, ~o. 200.
11 Registrum de Neubotle, pp. 123, 181.
12 E.g. Lzb. Cart.
St. Crucis, p. 28. 18 P.S.A.S., lxii (1927-8), p. 29. Cf.
here p. Iv. 14 Reg. Mag. Sig., 15.93-1608, N? 1604.
South Leith, however, had been disposed of In 1559.
See p . lviii. John Knox writes, " the Laird of Restalrig,

however, their extent had been curtailed by the
alienation of the lands of Saughton, in which were
included Plewlands, Friarton, and Sighthill. 7 Then
by the" Broughton Deal "8 of 1636 the old barony
was acquired by the magistrates of Edinburgh as
Governors of George Heriot's Hospital, who administered it on much the same lines as they did the
Canongate. 9 By the Act of 1747 abolishing heritable
jurisdictions Broughton lost its status as a regality
and eventually was merged in the city.
Another barony was that of Restalrig or, in its
earliest form, Lastalric or Lastalryk. It is not
mentioned as a barony until, incidentally, it is referred
to as such in a record of 1365 ;10 but the names
Peter and Edward de Lestalric are found as early as
the 12th century,l1 and other bearers of the territorial
name in the same and subsequent centuries. 12 The
lands extended from Portobello and South Leith on
the north to the Calton Hill on the south, and from
what is now Calton Road on the east to Bonnington
and Pilrig on the west; they continued to give the
name to the family in possession until, at some date
after 1382, they passed, apparently as the result of
a marriage, 13 to Sir Robert Logan of Grougar. Then
in 1605 the Sir Robert Logan of that day sold them
to the first Lord Balmerino,14 and the fourth Balmerino secured in 1673 the erection of the villages of
Craigend, on the Calton 15 Hill, and of Restalrig into
a burgh of barony as Wester and Easter Restalrig,16
after the manner of Portsburgh. 17 His successor in
1724 sold Wester Restalrig, including the lands of
Calton, Caltonhill, and the Back of the Canongate,
as well as the Yard heads of Leith and mills on the
Water of Leith, to the magistrates and council of
Edinburgh.l 8 Next year the city obtained a royal
charter disjoining the lands of Calton (" Caldtown ")
from the barony and burgh of barony of Restalrig
and annexing them to Edinburgh. They were not,
however, erected into a burgh of barony, their
administration being placed by the council in the
ane man nether prudent nor fortunat, to quhome the
superioratie of Leyth appretenit." The Works of John
Knox (ed. Laing, Bannatyne Club), i, p. 427. 15 The
name Calton is comparatively new. In the charter of 1456
(see p. xlv) it is " the rock commonly called Cragingalt."
Knox refers to the position as "Cragingatt" (Ibid., ed.
Laing, i, p. 374) or" Craigingate " (ed. Crawford, p. 152) .
In the charter of 1725, cited below, the name is
" Caldtown," apparently from the village. 16 Reg. Mag.
Sig ., MS. book 64, No. 75. 11 See p. lix. 18 O.E.C.,
xviii, p. 50.
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bands of the bailie of Canongate. 1 The magistrates
were bound by the deed of purchase to preserve the
trading system in existence at Calton, where, by a
charter given by Lord Balmerino as superior, the
trades were constituted in 1631 as a single corporation 2
instead of being incorporated individually, as the
normal practice was. Regulations were made from
time to time by the Corporation for the management
of its affairs, and in 1718 it was able to buy ground
on the Calton Hill for a public cemetery, which later
was twice extended. 3 In the course of time it took
on the character of a friendly society 4 and as such
existed till 1887. But in 1856 the Calton lands
were merged in the city. The baronial residence of
Restalrig appears to have stood on a rocky eminence
beside the loch, now Lochend Loch, some threequarters of a mile north-east of Holyrood. It is
referred to as the "old tower" in 1495,5 and was
perhaps the building .said to have been destroyed
about 1586 by the Provost of Edinburgh as a reprisal
for annoyances caused to the town by Logan, the
laird. 6 In that case it must have been reconstructed
immediately afterwards, as a castle is specifically
mentioned in the deed by which Balmerino obtained
possession of the barony. This building was
demolished about 1816 by Alexander Duncan, W.S.,
who had acquired it, and who built a new house on
the site. 7 A tolbooth had existed certainly before
1544, 8 but there are no records of proceedings in the
baron's court.

where a gallery is inscribed, "For the Craig End
1656."9
The sixth Lord Balmerino was beheaded for his
share in the rising of 1745, and his forfeited property
in Easter Restalrig was sold in 1753 to the Earl of
Moray.1°

F.

THE TOWN MILLS

In the valley or " Dean" of the Water of Leith
were many mills, most of them for grinding grain, to
the use of which for this purpose growers within a
specific area were" thirled " or legally bound, paying
a proportion of the produce for the work done.
There were also some" waulk " mills for the fulling,
that is the cleansing and thickening of cloth, for which
payment had to be made. A charter of lands in
" Dean" to Willi.a m Nisbet in 1609 mentions grain
mills and waulk mills as part of the property.ll
These were, therefore, valuable sources of revenue
to their proprietors, among whom was Edinburgh.
Round them, too, rose little hamlets housing the
miller with his various helpers and other workmen.
Of these hamlets the only survivor is what is known
as the Village of Dean (cf. Nos. 176 and 198).
Besides those operated by the Water of Leith in
the Dean there were other mills about Edinburgh.
In the great Charter to Holyrood King David grants
to the canons one of his mills of " Dene," a tithe of
the mill of Liberton, of that of " Dene," and of the
new mill of Edinburgh. The charter from King
Robert in 132912 consigned to Edinburgh the port of
Leith with the mills, but these are not further
specified. Then in 1423 a retired abbot of Holyroodhouse set in feu to the burgh of Edinburgh for
five years the "Canoune Millis" which had been
assigned to him in his pension "witht the landis
housis and yardis pertenand to thir (these) millis."1 3
This old connection is preserved in the place-name
" Canonmills."

The village lay about half a mile E.S.E. of the
castle, but was treated parochially as part of South
Leith which, as had already been explained, belonged
to the laird of Restalrig. However, some time before
1480 Restalrig was provided with a church of its
own, and this acquired prestige by the presence from
early times of the well of St. Triduana (p. 253),
the water of which was reputed to be a remedy for
trouble in the eyes. In 1487 the church was made
collegiate. The curative properties of the well,
however, disappeared at the Reformation in 1560,
when the church was demolished and the village
entered upon a period of decline. The parishioners
resumed attendance at the church of South Leith,

The history of the city's mills is obscure, it being
difficult, as we see, to discriminate between those of
the burgh and those in royal, ecclesiastical, or other

1 Royal Comm., Local Reports, i, p. 332.
2 Ibid.
• O.E.G., xix, pp. 127, 130 f. • Royal Comm., Local
Reports, i, p . 333. 5 Protocol Book of James Young,
1485-1515 (S.R.S.), No. 814. 6 Journals of Sir John Lauder,
Lord Fountainhall, (S.H.S.), p. 187. 'Letter from George

Lyon to David Laing in the Library of
University. 8 Reg. Mag. Sig., 151 3-1546,
B See p. 251.
10 O .E.G., xxiii, pp. 68-70.
11
Sig., 16°9-20, No. 123. 12 See p. Iv. 13
Charters, No. xxii.

!xi

Edinburgh
No. 3088 .
Reg. Mag .
Edinburgh

HISTORICAL MONUMENTS (SCOTLAND) COMMISSION
ownership; but in 1478 we find their revenue being
drawn upon to provide a pension for the Provost of
the church of St. Giles, and in the same year it is
recorded that they were leased to tacksmen. But
both millers and tacksmen had dubious reputations,
and in the later 16th century questions were being
raised about the management of the mills. Accordingly in 1596 the magistrates themselves took over
their direction, appointing on terms an overseer who
was also to have the Ports watched "that the toun
be nocht defrawdet of the multures ather of ry,
malt or quheitt."l This arrangement was not a
success, and in less than two years a return was made
to the old system of tacksmen, a provision being
made that, to safeguard the Town's interest, there
should be periodical investigations by a bailie, the
Dean of Guild, the Treasurer, two councillors, and
the Deacon of the Baxters 2 (bakers).

3. THE TOWN WALLS
Reference has already been made to the walls of
the city as they appear on record, and the possible or
more definite course that each followed in succession
is indicated in Fig. 35. Of the line followed by the
earlier walls, however, there is no direct evidence,
and that attributed to them must rest in the main on
such general considerations as the configuration of
the site or on inferences drawn from a very few
scraps of material. The Nether Bow (arcus inferior)
and West Port (janua occidentalis) of the earliest
notice 6 may well mark the eastern and western
limits of the burgh, but, lacking knowledge of what
these were, one is not in a position to be more
precise in their location. This enclosure, too, it may
be accepted from analogy with other cases,7 was
probably a palisaded mound, the fact that the steep
sides of the ridge, on which the city stood, dropped
to ground which was swampy for the most part
making the usual ditch unnecessary.

The number of the Town's mills was increased by
the acquisition of the Canongate and Broughton
properties, including Canon Mills, and of the
Bonnington mills, which were bought from the
Logans of Restalrig in 1617.3 In 1659 "ane unhard
and unkoth storme of wind and weit" and " great
diludges of watteris" destroyed eleven mills belonging to Edinburgh, and five belonging to Heriot's
HO!1pital, all upon the Water of Leith, with their
dams, wheels, and other equipment. 4 By 1710 the
city owned no fewer than sixteen mills, when it
raised a suit against the bakers and brewers for
"abstracted multures," basing its case upon the
charters of 1329, 1603, and 1636, while the defenders
alleged high prices and dishonest dealing. The
Court of Session held that the charters constituted
a thirlage on all brewers and bakers in the royalty,
that is in respect of malt-mills and grain-mills, and
decided in favour of the Town. 5

A fragmentary relic marks the substitution for the
palisaded mound of a mortared stone wall. In 1833
an excavation at the foot of the slope south of Parliament Square disclosed portions of two walls, one
running along the north side of the Old MealMarket, and the other of similar construction parallel
to it and some five or six feet farther in. 8 The
former can perhaps be identified with the " King's
Wall" first mentioned as murus regius in 1427,9
when it is referred to as forming the boundary of
burgess properties, and is thereafter frequently
mentioned in the 15th century. The inner wall is
then of an earlier date, but there is no further
evidence as to the line that it followed. The town
had been expanding, as in 1335-6 we have notice of
a " new street" (novus vicus), 10 and this may have to
be allowed for.

In the eighteenth century the Village of Dean, or
Water of Leith, consisted of a single short street
with two or three lanes leading off it, the inhabitants
including not only those employed about the mill
but also agricultural labourers on the adjoining farms
and quarrymen at Craigleith.

The "King's Wall" is so named because its
erection was begun in response to a licence by James
II in 1450 to the provost and community of Edinburgh enabling them to " fosse, bulwark, wall, toure,
turate, and uther wais to strengthen oure foresaid

1 B.R., v (1589-1 603), pp. 166 f .
"MuItures" were
the payments in kind for the grinding of grain . 2 Ibid.,
p. 232 . 3 B.R., vi (1 604-1 626) , pp. 164 f. • Nicoll,
Diary , p. 249 . • F ountainhall, Decisions of the Lords of
Council and Session, ii, p . 6 10 ; M orison, Decisions, No. 8902.
6 See p. xl.
1 Inverness for example with its palisade

mound and ditch, and the towns " with good ditches and
palisades" mentioned as captured in 1333, in the 14thcentury Chronique of Jean le Bel (ed. Societe de l'histoire de
France), i, p . IIO. 8 The Scotsman, April 13th, 1833;
C . Maclaren, Select Writings, i, p. 387. 9 R eg . Cart. St .
Egid., p. 50. 10 Calendar, iii, p. 346. Cf. here p. xIi.
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FIG. 35. The Town Walls
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burgh in quhat maner of wise or degree that beis
sene maste spedeful to thame," in view of possible
danger from "oure enemies of England." 1 It
seems likely that the growth of the city, having an
encumbering and even destructive effect upon the
earlier wall, had made a new enclosure desirable.
But this did not come as a single complete operation,
and even twenty-two years later than 1450 the work
was still in progress. It had been delayed by the
unwillingness of the burgesses to contribute to the
cost, as in that year the king wrote a sharp letter
instructing the sheriff and provost to obtain funds by
compulsion, with an order for all concerned to
strengthen and fortify " hede roumys "-that is to
strengthen the terminal walls of the outermost
burghal plots of land to serve the purpose of a
continuous wall. To some extent at least this had
already been completed, since an order is included
in the same letter for the demolition of houses built
on the wall or just outside it. 2 The work as a whole
then, in view of the financial burden on the inhabit·ants, must have taken a considerable time for completion, and possibly was not standardised throughout.
The line that it followed may be generally inferred
from the facts noted above and from other details
unearthed in 1845,3 along with some points suggested by charter evidence. The former set indicate
a thickness of five feet decreasing by reason of a
batter. Starting from a link with the outer wall
of the castle it continued eastwards by Johnston
Terrace, keeping about half-way up the slope from
the Cowgate to the High Street, to the neighbourhood
of South Gray's Close; then at its eastern end it
turned north to cross the High Street at the position
of the later and more easterly Nether Bow Port
(p. 123). Its further course is quite obscure.
Maitland vouches for a length of wall towards the
western end of the north side, extending from the
Well-House Tower to a point that was probably near
Ramsay Garden; 4 but this may be a relic of the
Castle defences, and the provision of a wall on the
north side of the city would seem, from the nature
of the ground below, to have been somewhat unnecessary.

A new wall, built in the 16th century, is traditionally connected with the Scottish disaster at Flodden
Field in September, 1513, and the consequent fear
of English invasion. The work was decided on
early in 1514 when the magistrates, for its accomplishment, levied a tax of £5 per head on the inhabitants and made a further contribution from public
funds, 5 but the wall would seem to have been still
incomplete as late as 1560. It was an even more
expensive undertaking than its predecessor, as it
included a much greater area, embracing the Cowgate
and Grassmarket suburbs as well as the Kirk 0' Field
with the Blackfriars and Greyfriars convents. It
is worth observing, however, that a Kirk 0' Field
Port was in existence already in 1505,6 and a West
Port in 1508-9.7 As both these gates were on the
line of the Flodden Wall, their earlier existence may
point to a prior plan for its construction; or there
may be another explanation not now traceable.
However the tower that still stands at the head of
the Vennel, an original component of the Flodden
Wall (No. 59) which has not been materially altered
or rebuilt, cannot be dated on architectural grounds
as earlier than the second or third decade of the 16th
century and certainly not as early as before 1500a fact which goes far to establish the traditional
account of the wall as a whole. The threatening
conditions after Flodden may well have given a
compelling impulse to an undertaking already begun,
which in itself was being made imperative by the
suburban growth of the city. Indeed existing
structures were in some cases adapted to the new
enclosure, for example the walls of certain houses
according to an Act of 1540,8 others at St. Mary's
Wynd, and evidently the Blackfriars' wall which is
recorded as being repaired in 1567.9 The wall was
thus probably not a uniform structure; a thickness
of 3 feet 6 inches is noted in No. 59 and Gordon's
drawing shows it as crenellated.
Evidence is to hand by which the course of this
wall can be traced for the greater part of its length.
Starting from the Half-Moon Battery of the Castle
it ran south to the Grassmarket by the west wing of
the Married Soldiers' Quarters. At the south-west
corner of the Grassmarket was the fortified gateway

1 Edinburgh Charters, No. xxx.
2 Edinburgh Charters,
No. xlvii. 3 Wilson, Memorials, i, p. 116. 4 MaitIand,
History, p. 138 ; Transactiom of the Edinburgh Architectural
Association, ii, p. 150. • B.R . i, (1403-1528), p. 146 .

Protocol Book ofJohn Foular, 1503-1513 (S.R.S.), No. 180.
Ibid., No. 538. 8 See p. xlvi; Acts. Pari. Scot., ii,
p. 374. 9 B.R., iii (1557-1571), pp. 99 f.
8

7
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known as the West Port which, at the lower level of pulled down and a substantial town-wall raised in
the enlarged area, now served instead of the older their place. The order suggests that, as at St.
Over Bow Port. This latter, however, was still Mary's Wynd, the houses had served the purpose of
maintained in use, as would appear from a reference a wall. The Flodden Wall then turned west along
to it in 15381 and others in the 16th and 17th the south side of the Trinity College grounds,
centuries. From the West Port the wall passed up though a further delay of twenty years occurred
the east side of the Vennel to near its summit, where before this section was built,5 and ran to the southstood the corner tower referred to above. Turning east corner of the North Loch, where a gate was set
east at this tower the wall skirted what was later the at the foot of Halkerston's Wynd, called the New
north side of George Heriot's Hospital (No. 56)2 Port in the early 18th century6 and so marked on
and the west and south sides of the Greyfriars Edgar's maps of 1742 and 1765. Maitland notes two
gardens. Another fortified gateway, the Society, other openings in this part of the wall, the College
Greyfriars, or Bristo Port, was set across the highway Church Postern and the Hospital Postern,7 but these
that approached the town at the east end of this were probably only means of access to the College
section. From the vicinity of the Britso Port the and Hospital respectively. Leith Wynd Port, which
course of the wall can readily be traced for some was known as " St. Andrew's Port" before the 16th
distance, fragments surviving on the north side of century, did not actually give entry to the town, as
the cul-de-sac between Bristo Place and Greyfriars Leith Wynd, upon which it opened, was itself outside
Place and in one of the exhibition halls of the Royal the town wall. The port was used for customs
Scottish Museum. At the head of West College purposes. 8 No evidence exists to show that the
Street, east of the Museum, stood another gateway, Flodden Wall was ever carried along the north side
called alternatively Potterrow Port, St. Mary-in-the- of the town. The steps taken in 1650 to improve
Fields Port, or Kirk 0' Field Port. From here the the defences here operated only as far west as the
wall ran south for a few yards and then continued west side of Halkerston's Wynd. 9
eastwards in line with the external wall of the
The final addition to the town walls was made
University Library and passed down the north side between 1628 and 1636,10 when the magistrates
of Drummond Street; here, opposite Roxburgh extended the defences to include George Heriot's
Terrace, stood a small projecting gateway, 3 and Hospital (No. 56) and an area lying south and southfarther east, at the junction of Drummond Street east of Greyfriars Churchyard (No. 7). This new
and the Pleasance, was a bastion, some vestiges of wall, called the "Telfer Wall" after the builder
which may still be seen. Thence the wall turned of at least its south-east portion, left the Flodden
north, running just west of the Pleasance and of St.
Wall at the tower in the Vennel, followed the southMary's Wynd, in which latter, as already mentioned, west and south boundaries of the Hospital grounds,
some of the existing house-walls were made to serve and continued eastwards until it met the road
in its place. Here, at the Cowgate, was the Blackapproaching Bristo Port from the south-east. Here
friars or Cowgate Port. What is probably a frag- it turned north-west, flanking the road until it
ment of this section of the wall still remains.
ended at Bristo Port. Towers were placed at the
According to Maitland 4 the Flodden Wall joined corner south-east of Bristo Port, at the south-east
the King's Wall just south of the Nether Bow Port and south-west corners of the Hospital grounds, and
(No. 64). It was then continued northwards along about half-way between the last-named point and
the west side of Leith Wynd, where, as already the tower at the head of the Vennel.ll A portion of
noticed, it was enacted in 1540 that ruinous houses this wall still stands on the east side of Heriot Place
should be repaired, failing which they should be (c.f No. 60).
1 B.R., ii (1528-1557), p. 90.
2 The sketch of 1573
shows two turrets in this section and a tower at the angle
w!tere the wall turns from east to south. 3 Cf. Reg. Mag.
S'g., 1546-1580, No. 1827; and Fig. 61. • History,
P·139. 5 B .R., iii (1557-71), p. 67. A council minute of
15 60 provided for the building of the wall .. langis
the college yairdis fra the Northt Loch to Leyth Wynde,"
also .. siclike langis Leyth Wynde to the biggit land at

the heid of the samyn upon the west syde thairof" that
is the section dealt with in the Act of 1540. 6 O.E .C ., xiii,
p.83. 7 History, p. 140. 8 B.R., viii (1642- 1655), p . 181.
I B.R., viii (1642-1655), p . 257.
10 Moir Bryce in O.E.C.,
ii, p. 73, apparently following Maitland (History, p . 139)
gives 1620-1636, but the Hospital site was not acquired
till 1628. 11 O.E.C., ii, plan opposite p . 61.
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Not much military history is attached to the walls
and ports, but they were probably effective enough
for peace-time domestic purposes, such as the
exaction of customs on goods coming to market and
for checking the entry or evasion of criminals, lepers,
or the plague-stricken. Somerset's army in 1544
forced an entry by the Nether Bow Port,1 and perhaps
as a consequence repairs had to be made to " the
ports and wallis " three years later. 2 In the Reformation struggle of 1559 the walls could shelter the
townsmen worsted in a skirmish with the French
troops from Leith. 3 In the civil war that marked
the close of Queen Mary's reign and the minority of
J ames VI measures were taken for the defence of the
walls, which also at times suffered maltreatment by
citizens. 4 Once more when, in 1650, Oliver Cromwell's invasion threatened the capital the walls were
prepared for resistance,5 but played no part in the
campaign: In the Jacobite rising of 1715 the
measures taken for defence prompted a citizen to
write that" Our town is turned into a fortification."
The' same was done at the time of the" Forty-five"
rising, but the Jacobites by a ruse entered at the
West Bow, and the only opposition was from the
Castle.

entrance into the town or even remove the walls
altogether. In the same year as the publication of
this pamphlet the Nether Bow Port was at last
removed to facilitate communication. Nothing
more, however, was done for another twenty years,
when in 1787 there was a clearance of the greater
part of the ancient barriers, the rest of which suffered
the same fate between 1827 and 1837. The only
fragments to survive were the parts of the Flodden
Wall and the Telfer Wall described in the Inventory
Nos. 59 and 60).

4.

DOMESTIC BUILDING FROM THE SIX-

TEENTH TO THE NINETEENTH CENTURY

Already, however, wall and ports were taking on
the character of a hindrance to free traffic, though a
Government proposal in 1737 to remove the Nether
Bow Port was strongly resisted. Then in 1764 a
"Merchant Citizen" issued a pamphlet, voicing 6
the resentment of merchants from outside at the
vexatious stoppages and delays to which they were
subjected in the search for smuggled goods. They
" altogether decline" says the pamphlet, "to deal
with the merchant shopkeepers of Edinburgh because there is a wall surrounding the city and
Revenue officers and waiters stationed at all the
Gates and Entries of the city night and day . . . to
stop, detain and seize their goods at their pleasure,
which is not done in any city, town or corporation in
all Britain." The writer urges the people to keep
their ports open day and night, to lay by the old
gates as old lumber, and to make more ways of

In modern Edinburgh a tenement implies a
building of three or more storeys which contains a
series of fiats. In earlier times, however, the word
" tenement" was used to mean a holding ofland, while
the building that stood upon it was usually called a
" land," sometimes a " mansioun-Iand," and at other
times a "lugeing" (lodging) or a "bigging"
(building). In records of the 16th and 17th centuries such buildings are described as situated either
on the street, or in wynds or closes 7-a wynd being a
lane or thoroughfare and a close a cul-de-sac. As far
as their outward appearance goes, Fig. 59 shows that
in 1544-the date of the illustration-even the larger
houses in the burghs of Edinburgh and Canongate
had no more than two storeys and an attic. The
majority were thatched and the others tile-roofed.
None of these houses exists to-day, but some information as to their accommodation and that of their
immediate successors can be gleaned from the
protocol books and other records. In 1501, for
example, Thomas Neilson inherited property in
Niddrie's Wynd consisting of " a hall, chamber and
working house (domum operarium) above, and two

1 See p. 123. 2 B.R., ii (1 528-1557), P.130.
3 Diurnal,
p . 54 . • B .R ., iii (155 7- 157 1), p. 25 8 ; iv (1573- 15 89),
pp . 78, 80, 82, 101 and 372. • B .R. viii (1642.1655),
pp . 253 f. 6 The Paradeis Regain'd or the City at
L iberty , etc. 7 A close is simply an enclosed place. The late
Mr. Boog-Watson suggested that the wynds, apart from the
few that had been thoroughfares from the beginning, were
probably " closes" in the first instance. In his opinion the

first houses to be erected upon the burghal holdings were
semi-detached cottages of a single storey, on the free side of
which ran a path or lane to give access to the arable ground
in the yard behind. When the yards themselves came to be
built over the lanes were extended, sometimes until they
met a thoroughfare, but they remained private property and
in many cases were closed by a gate. By use and wont some
of the lanes became wynds or public thoroughfares .
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cellars equally below the same hall";1 and John the Cowgate in 1859; but the decade 1490 to 1500,
Stanlie inherited" the whole of an old 'mansion con- within which he assumes that it was erected, seems
taining a hall, chamber, kitchen and lofts above, and to be about three quarters of a century too early if
three vaults below"2 on the S. side of the High his details are correctly shown. It is only fair to
Street. Both these 15th-century houses had two add, however, that the fabric had been considerably
storeys and an attic. A few years later we find that altered before Chambers saw it. In the second half
the land in Chalmers Close, the life-rent of which was of the 16th century there were at least a few houses
resigned by John Brown to his wife Katerine Aikman which differed from the type that has just been desin 1529, had only a hall, chamber and two cellars, 3 cribed, in that they were provided with "battelyne,"10
from which fact it may be inferred that this particular while their cellars ran below the street.ll
building had only two storeys. Then in 1569 John
In general the 16th-century houses were sparsely
Lyell, smith, rented a house in the Canongate conas may be learned from the list of goods
furnished,
sisting of hall, chalmer, loft and two cellars. -1 Here
12 in 1530 by John Young.
inherited
This comthere was evidently an attic. Henry Kinloch, again,
a neighbour, had a similar house with stables in prised a mazer of silver, overgilt; a piece of silver;
place of cellars upon the ground floor. s Isobel Ker~s a silver spoon; a" changeour "; a plate; a pot;
house, although described as a " great dwelling on the a quart stoup; a pint stoup; a counter (a table) ;
north side of the high street" (of Canongate), was a furnished bed; an aumbry; a "waistlaw"; a
not much larger, having a hall, chalmer, three cellars, shrine; a chair; and a form. Nor is the inventory
and a gallery or wooden balcony with a small house taken in 1569 of the heritable goods of the late
under the same. 6 In the following year we have Gilbert Cleugh, mason, burgess of Edinburgh, much
Gilbert Gichen's "lugeing" consisting of a hall, fuller, as it comprised; "Imprimis ane meit
chalmer, three stables and aloft. 7 In some cases almorie (food aumbry); ane meit burd with the
the structure was of clay, and not of either stone or furme (dining table and bench); ane irne chimnay
wood, as is shown by an entry of 1570-71 relating to with rakkis speit and tangs ; ane brew cadroun of
"ane eird hall, ane chalmer, ane stabill, ane fore copper; the haill brewing lumis (tools); ane cloik
buith" (a shop in front of the stable).
In 1572 of franche blak; ane coit of blak sating; ane
William Jak, cordiner, had a house in the Canongate doublet of reid sating; ane pair of hois of violett
containing a hall, back gallery and forebooth,8 while stemming; ane blak bonet lynit with satene; ane
Gelis Donaldsoun's house consisted in the same year velvet capodosie; ane gown of cullerderry lynit
of a " hall, chalmer, foir galry and brewhous." One with furring; ane sark; ane swerde; ane quhinyear
may therefore conclude that the typical 16th-century (short sword); ane speir; ane jak; ane steill
house in either burgh had on the ground floor bonett; ane fedder bed with bowstar; ane cod
cellars, stables or shops; on the first floor a hall and (pillow); ane pair of blankettis; ane pair of shetis ;
a chamber, the latter being in almost every case ane covering of arrous work; ane pair of courtingis ;
en suite with the former and either at one end of or ane trein (wooden) bed of aik; ane kist; ane chyre
behind it; and in the roof space a loft or attic. (chair); ane pott; ane pan; ane lawar (jug) of tin;
Some had a wooden gallery set out on posts in front, ane basing; ane plait; ane dische and saltfatt of
and others had a similar arrangement behind. The puder (pewter); ane quart stoip; ane pynt stoip ;
space beneath the gallery might either' be left open ane chopin; ane towall; ane malt sek; ane serviat.
or boarded in to make a shop, cellar or stable. It ane buirdclaith of dornik (a kind of table linen);
follows that the normal dwelling of this period had ane covering of ane burde; ane cussane; ane
no more than two habitable rooms, a hall and a brasin mortar; ane brasin chandillar; ane gairdling ;
chamber respectively. Just such a house is described ane silver maser; ane silver spune; ane langsadill
and illustrated by Robert Chalmers,9 who saw it in (settle) bed; ane stane ax; two irnes; ane trowan ;
1 Protocol Book of John Foular, 1500-1503 (S.R.S .),
No. 25. 2 Ibid., No. 64. 3 Unpublished protocol of John
Foular dated 3 Aug., 1529. • Court Book of the Regality

of Broughton and the Burgh of the Canongate, 1569-1573,
~. 4;1. • Ibid., p. 54. 6 Ibid., p. 147. 1 Ibid., p. 271.
Ibzd., p. 369 . 9 Ancient Domestic Architecture of Edinburgh,

pp. 2 f. 10 Battling or parapet in place of eaves, apparently
designed to protect the roofs from wind. 11 Reg. Sec. Sig.
(unpublished), xxviii, f. 22 (b) and lv, f. 189 (b). 12 For
the minimum of heirship goods that a burgess was
compelled to leave to his heir, see Ancient Laws and
Customs of the Burghs of Scotland, II24-1424, p. 56.
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ane hammer; ane irne graip; ane signet of gold;
ane guis pan or irne; ane pres almorie; ane sadilI
without girthis and siclik furnesing; ane towell pin;
and ane counter burd." 1
Turning to the records of the 17th century we
find a considerable variation in the amount of
accommodation given. For example, in 1625 the
house of Violet Dawling, in Covenant Close, had a
hall, kitchen, four chambers, a porch (porticus) and
a " gaird robe house" (a privy), in addition to two
lower cellars and an upper one;2 while Robert
.Simpson, merchant, had in the same year no more
than an upper hall, a stone stair and a gallery with
two cellars below it. 3 Again, two years later
Thomas Dawling's" croce hous"4 in Covenant
Close was said to have had halls, chambers, galleries,
att~cs (solia), cellars, stables, etc., in addition to a
kitchen a!1d cellar in a structure at the back. 6 This,
apparently, was a tenement in the modern sense,
although Batted houses were already known in the
16tl?- century, as is proved by " John Knox's House"
(No. 39). Agnes Wauchope's house on the other
hand, had, in 1632, only an upper hall, a chamber,
a kitchen and two cellars; but Lord Balmerinoch's
house at the Kirkheugh 6 was more commodious,
consisting, in 1634, of hall, kitchen, four chambers,
porch, privy, two lower cellars and an upper one.
In 1635 the "Black Hall," which stood E. of
Chalmer's Close, comes on record as a Batted house
containing" hall, chamber, kitchen and back stair" ;
and above these "hall, chamber, kitchen and attic
above said kitchen and back stair, with one cellar
within the turnpike and another cellar outside,
lying near."7 Other houses, however, were selfcontained at this time, as, for example, one in
Brysone's Close which belonged to James Arnote,
merchant, and his wife in which the accommodation was spread over four storeys and an attic. 8
So far the accommodation given has included
halls, chambers, galleries, kitchens, cellars and
privies; but bathrooms seem also to have been
known as early as this if we may judge by the record
of " two small baths" contained in the Minutes of
the Town Council of 28 December, 1633, and as
time goes on other rooms make their appearance.
1 Court Book of the Regality of Broughton and the Burgh
of the Canongate, 1569-1573, p. 189. 2 Unpublished
protocol of Alex. Guthrie, 12 Dec., 1625. • Ibid., 27 Dec.,
1625 . • A cross-house was a building projecting at right
angles to those on the axis of the close . • Ibid., 23 April,

Thus in 1637 Sir James Carmichael's House in Old
Provost's Close had a pantry (panistria) as well as
two "museola," the latter apparently little writingclosets or studies, a provision noted a few years
later in three other houses. 9 All through the
Middle Ages halls and chambers had been used
indifferently as living rooms and bedrooms, but in
1646 the "Black Turnpike," which stood at the
head of Bell's )Vynd, included two rooms identified
as " bed chambers."lo And the provision of special
apartments for certain uses was, in fact, the main
contribution that the 17th century made to urban
housing; that is to say, the occupants of these
houses demanded a greater degree of privacy than
did their fathers. The entire contents of a middleclass house at the end of the 17th century are detailed
in the " roup roll" of the household plenishings of
Andrew Hog, a Writer to the Signet, who lived in
Edinburgh and was buried in Greyfriars churchyard
on 6th October, 1691; this makes an interesting
comparison with the earlier lists, but it need not be
given here as it has already been printed in extenso. ll
The general impression conveyed by this and other
inventories is that household goods increased in
number as time went on. To take ' one item alone,
whereas in the 16th century there was usually a
single arrrichair for the master and a bench or a few
stools for his household, Andrew Hog possessed at
the time of his death not only an armchair for his
own use but also six chairs covered with Russian
leather, two others covered with red material, and
four smaller ones covered with carpet, besides six
old chairs, three of which are described as "wand
chaires."
The appearance of the 17th-century house was
rather different from that of its immediate predecessor. Down to the end of the 16th century the
majority of houses in Edinburgh and Canongate
were either mainly of timber or of rubble, but in
either case were provided with wooden galleries
(cf. p. xlviii) beneath which, in the case of buildings
facing a street, there was room for pedestrians to
pass. Convenient as they undoubtedly were, such
galleries, " lined and faced with boards" and sometimes no doubt lacking paint and otherwise in need
1627. s Ibid., 24 July, 1634. 7 Ibid., 14 May, 1635 .
8 Ibid., 7 Aug., 1637.
8 Ibid., 16 August, 1637 and 2 2
Sept., 1642. 10 Ibid., 9 Sept., 1646. 11 P.S.A.S., liii
(19 18 -9), pp. 5 2 - 6 3.
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By the middle of the 17th century the tenement
had already become the standard form of housing,
and before the century drew to its close one or two
blocks of mansion flats had already been erected
(cf. No. 12). In the early 18th century flats of
six or seven apartments were not uncommon in
tenements which were usually five storeys high 2
(No. 13); and even as late as the middle of the
18th century there was no systematic arrangement
within the tenements of dwelling-houses and business
premises.
Maitland writes of the Edinburgh
" lands" of this time 3 "the Ground Floors in
Edinburgh are not only employed for Shops, as in
other Places, but many of the Cellars and the first,
second, third and fourth Stories are used as such;
N:or is it in this Town deemed mean, to dwell or
lodge in the highest Apartments; for even Merchants
and Bankers transact their Affairs in the third and

fourth Stories; and many Persons of Distinction
lodge higher." These buildings were very plain
externally but the flats were well appointed. Most
of the rooms were panelled in Memel pine. Their
ceilings, which were now invariably of plaster, were
not enriched, but the fireplaces were usually bolection-moulded or had circled corners and an impost
accompanied by a false keystone, and in either case
they were often made of marble. Towards the
middle of the century wall panelling often consisted
of plaster panels, in some cases enriched with
romantic landscapes in oil enclosed by stiles and
rails of deal. But the tradition of the panelled room
was already waning by this time, and decoration in
stucco was beginning to come into fashion. The
best example of such work is described under No. 114.
The " land" or block of flats was an outcome of
the cramped conditions of a medireval walled town.
But even when Edinburgh burst through its bonds
in the 18th century" lands" might be seen, side by
side with two-storeyed terraced houses, running
along the arterial roads in a ribbon development
interrupted at intervals by detached villas standing
in their own grounds. By the second half of the
century, however, building development had already
become less haphazard and more systematic; yet
almost up to the close of the century flats in a " land",
whether it stood in the Old Town or in the suburbs,
were not necessarily self-contained-that is to say,
a flat of nine rooms might shelter two families or,
alternatively, a family occupying an intermediate
flat of four or five rooms might overflow ino the
attic and basement. As time went on, however, the
tendency was for flats to become self-contained,
while the " land" itself ceased to be designed as an
isolated unit. Instead it now became part of a
planned scheme, in which it was placed either at one
end or in the centre of a terrace of self-contained
houses having an elevation of three main storeys
and a garret above a sunk basement. James Brown,
the builder of Brown Square (p. lxxiii) and George
Square (p. lxxiii), may be given credit for introducing
into Edinburgh the sunk basement looking out on
an area.
Both in flats and in self-contained houses the
number of rooms gradually increased in the course of
the 18th century. For example, No. 5 St. Andrew

1 Arcades are figures in Arnot, History, opp . p . 273 and
Old Session Papers (Signet Library, Edinburgh), vol. 351,

No. 2, p. 12 of information. 2 This was the limit of height
set by the D ean of Guild in 1698. 3 History, p. 140.

of repair, came in time to be regarded as unworthy
of the principal streets of the capital. There was,
moreover, the ever-present risk of fire. For these
and other reasons the galleries were gradually
replaced by structures of stone and lime. It was
only to be expected that proprietors, in altering their
properties, should propose to set the new fronts,
built partly if not entirely of ashlar, as far forward
as the galleries had extended; but the Town
Council insisted that the pass~ge-way for pedestrians
should remain, and to effect this it became the
practice to carry the new fronts upon arcades at the
street level. This form of construction, which is
mentioned in the Minutes of the Town Council as
early as 1587, became standardised by act of the
Council in 1675 but is now illustrated only by a
single surviving example (No. 14),1 which apparently dates from 1631. Other examples may be
seen at Linlithgow and at Elgin. Taken as a whole
these 17th-century houses were substantially built
and commodious. The principal rooms in the better
houses had enriched ceilings, the wooden ones
gaily painted and the plaster ones elaborately panelled and ornamented with devices in relief. The
walls might be painted, hung with tapestry, or
panelled, oak panelling being succeeded by panelling
of Memel pine. Fireplaces were in general large
and rather plain, the quirked edge-roll occurring
more frequently than the bolection moulding.

.
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Square, when advertised for sale in 17841 by its
owner and occupier Alex. Wright, advocate, was said
to have on the ground (Le. sunk basement) floor a
kitchen, scullery, pantry, cellars, three good rooms
and other conveniences; on the street floor a large
lobby, dining-room, parlour and" other two genteel
rooms"; on the next floor, an " elegant" drawingroom, two large bedrooms, a dressing-room and
closets; in the attic storey (i.e. the second floor),
four handsome bedrooms and closets; in the garret
(i.e. the attic in the roof) two large rooms with fireplaces; in the front area several cellars and a watercloset; at the back of the house a wine-cellar fitted
up with" stone catacombs" (i.e. bins for bottles) ;
in the mews lane, at the foot of the garden, a stable
for six horses and a coach-house. In the same year
a new house in Princes Street was advertised as
having d~ning-room, drawing-room, seven bedrooms, kitchen, scullery, servants' apartments,
cellars, laundry, stable, coach-house, and pigeonhouse. Finally attention is drawn to an additional
amenity" a lead cistern with a pipe within the house"
-but the cistern had probably to be filled by hand.
The standard of accommodation varied in the
several quarters of the town. In George Square the
average house has about eleven rooms in addition
to offices, while in Charlotte Square each house
usually has eighteen rooms. In flatted houses the
accommodation ranged from five rooms with several
bed-closets and offices, in the case of single flats,
to eleven rooms where the flat occupied more than
one floor. These were the homes of the upper and
middle classes, and they were finished with some
elegance in the manner described on p. 192. As
these classes removed from the Old Town to the
suburbs and the New Town, their former homes were
gradually occupied by the artisan and the manual
labourer; bu~ much additional working-class housing
was required as the population grew, and this was
provided during the later 18th century in depressing
streets of tenements in the neighbourhood of the
Pleasance. Many of these dwellings have recently
been cleared away in schemes of municipal improvement.
This essay on the development of the Edinburgh
house has dealt mainly with accommodation and its
arrangement. The separate articles in the Inventory

describe the survlvmg stone buildings in sufficient
detail to give the reader a general idea of their
appearance. It would be wrong, however, to assume
that these survivals afford a complete picture of the
medireval city, for a whole architecture has vanished.
Until the 16th century the material used in the
domestic buildings of Edinburgh, as in that of most
medireval cities, was mainly wood, and, although the
Town Council had long prohibited the erection of
wooden houses, up to within living memory substantial timber-fronted houses were still to be seen
in the Scottish capital. Such, for example, was the
"Bowhead," a house which stood until 1878 at
the corner of the Lawnmarket and the West Bow,
and which was cited by Sir Daniel Wilson, 2 some
years before its destruction, as the finest specimen
then existing of a " timber land." His description
runs " A range of slim, wooden posts supports a pile
that at every successive storey shoots further into
the street until it bears some resemblance to an
inverted pyramid. The gables and eaves of its
north front . . . are richly carved." Within a
recess stood a turnpike stair with a handsome
sculptured doorway, said to have borne on its lintel
the arms and initials of David Williamson, a burgess,
accompanied by the date 1604 and the motto SOLI
DEO HONOR ET GLORIA (" Honour and glory to God
alone.")3 Like most of its class, however, this house
seems to have been timber-fronted only, for there
was an ordinary stone front some 7 feet within. 4
An equally interesting house called Somerville's
Land after its owner, Bartholomew SomerviIle of
Saughton Hall, a merchant burgess of the early
17th century, 5 stood on the N. side of the Lawnmarket, W. of Mylne's tenement (No. 12) and
immediately opposite the "Bowhead," which it
survived by a few years. Like the Bowhead it was
timber-fronted, but it was of rather greater age as it
dated from the late 16th century. Its front was
drawn by Drummond and also appears in Hamilton's
drawings of 1830.6 Other particulars will be found
in P.S.A.S., xviii (1883-4), p. 465, where the
structure is minutely described by Mr. J. M. Dick
Peddie.

1 Caledonian Mercury, Jan . 24th, 1784.
2 Memorials,
ii, p. 114. 3 O.E.C., xiv, p. 63. • Cast and Dom. Arch.,

iv, p. 411.

!xx

The great change that has taken place in the
appearance of the historic town by the removal of
its wooden buildings is realised on referring to the
5

O.E.C., xiv, p . 73.

6

Ibid., xii, p. 249.
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.,
collections of water colours, known as the Laing and
Watson bequests, which are preserved in the National
Gallery of Scotland. In 1784 it was reported!
that "The time is well remembered by persons
yet alive when the greatest part of the buildings
in High Street were faced with wood in place of
stone and the under part was supported by pillars
of wood . .. At this day there are people alive
in Edinburgh who remember a continued range of
wooden piazzas from the Weigh House through
the whole of the Lawnmarket and along the greatest
part of the High Street; and to this day there are
a great number of them in that situation; insomuch
that on an actual survey . . . it was found that no
fewer than 44 were still in existence between the
Weigh House and the head of Advocates Close."
All these buildings were in the medireval tradition,
and as such. they <;:oulq have had no influence on the
development of the New Town.

5.

WELLS AND WATER SUPPLY

Although powers for a water-supply scheme had
been obtained by Act of Parliament as early as 1621,
Edinburgh continued for a further fifty-five years to
depend on ' draw-wells for its water. The public
wells were known as the Stok Well, Muse Well and
St. Michael's Well. During the 16th century even
the Burgh Loch had been used as a source of supply.
In 1676, however, a gravitation supply2 was introduced from springs at Comiston, three miles to the
S. of the city. These springs, which are four in
number and are covered with little square ashlar
buildings of the date mentioned, meet within a short
distance of the source in an oblong, vaulted collecting-house of ashlar, which contains a large
masonry tank, lined with lead. Two springs are
named after beasts and two after birds, and leaden
models, representing respectively a Fox, a Hare, a
Swan and a Lapwing, adorn their outlets. They
still deliver about 60,000 gallons daily to a cistern
upon the Castle Hill, constructed in 1849 to replace
1 Session Papers, Signet Library Collection, vol. 351,
No. 2, 1784. 2 Sir Andrew Ramsay, Lord Provost, was
the prime mover in the project. The preliminary survey
was prepared by George Sinclair, afterwards Professor of
Natural Philosophy in Glasgow. Sir Wm. Bruce, the

the original and smaller one of 1676. In the stretch
between Castle Wynd and the cistern the modern
water-pipes are carried in a tunnel driven through
the solid rock. From the original cistern on the
Castle Hill the water was led in pipes, originally of
lead but later of elm-wood, to ten smaller cisterns in
different parts of the town. These were called
wells, and from them the water was carried to the
better-class houses by male and female "watercaddies," either in casks or in a pair of wooden
vessels that were shaped like churns and were suspended from an iron hoop. Five of these wells
have been removed; but the survivors, which are
encased in ashlar,3 are still to be seen, respectively,
beside "John Knox's House" (No. 39), by the
Midlothian County Buildings, at Old Assembly
Close, opposite the upper end of Niddry Street, on
the N. side of the Cowgate just E. of the National
Library site, and at the foot of the West Bow.
In 1760 this supply was augmented by the water
of the Swanston springs, which rise two miles S. of
the source at Comiston. These springs still deliver
about 200,000 gallons daily into two iron tanks,
situated behind the National War Memorial in the
Castle, from which the Castle and that part of the
town lying between the Castle Hill and the Tron
Church were supplied. As a conduit for this new
supply the tunnel formed in 1676 was extended·
But even with that addition the supply proved insufficient, and periods of scarcity continually recurred; in 1814, indeed, some of the citizens were
reduced to drawing water from disused quarryholes. In 1819 the Edinburgh Water Company
was incorporated and forthwith purchased the
existing water-works, for which they paid the
Corporation £30,000. They then collected the
water of the Crawley spring in a reservoir at Glencorse and laid a cast-iron pipe-line to Edinburgh.
Between the Meadows and Princes Street this pipeline runs in a tunnel blasted out of solid rock. By
1821, when the scheme was completed, water had
been led into most of the better-class houses, while
the poorer houses still obtained supplies from the
public wells.
architect of Holyrood Palace, worked out the probable cost
and the contract was placed with Peter Brauss, a German
engineer. (D.E.G., xv, App., p . 18) . 3 Some of them seem
to have been recased in 182 I .
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Within the next half-century the supply was again
increased by the collection, in seven reservoirs, of
water from the N. side of the Pentlands. In 1869
the Edinburgh Water Company transferred their
undertaking to the Edinburgh and District Water
Trust; ten years later that body tapped a source in
the Moorfoot Hills, and in 1905 another at Talla.
Cf. Edinburgh Corporation, The Water Supply of
Edinburgh.

6.

THE ORIGIN AND GROWTH OF THE
NEW TOWN

The ongm of the modern city's development
must be looked for in the second half of the 17th
century. By that time the capital was thoroughly
overcrowded; circumscribed as it was by walls
within which all burgesses were bound to maintain
a residence (p. Iv), its congestion could not be
materially relieved until the valleys to north and south
Were bridged and the lands beyond them brought
into easy reach of the centre of the town. As early
as 1688 1 Lord Provost Sir Magnus Spence made a
journey to Whitehall and there secured the powers
necessary for extension; while to help matters on
the Town was permitted to appropriate towards
the bridging project any surplus and interest
that might accrue from the Moodie mortification
(cf. No. 89), together with the proceeds, which had
hitherto gone to the Crown, of licences permitting
cellars and vaults to be constructed under the
thoroughfares. But the Revolution immediately
followed, and the proposed extension had to be
postponed. Nevertheless, two improvement schemes,
Milne's Square and Milne's Court (No. 12),
were carried out by private enterprise at this timeboth on sites within the town which were cleared
for the purpose.
The general prosperity which came to the country
in the course of the 18th century was not reflected
in the buildings of the Capital until a comparatively
late date, as only small scattered areas were available
for development within the royalty of the burgh.
Among the earlier improvements of the 18th century
1

D.E.C ., xxii, pp.

may be mentioned James Court (No. 13) constructed in 1707; Argyle Square, now covered by
the Royal Scottish Museum, which followed in
1742; Adam Square, which rose twenty years later
at the N.E. corner of the present Chambers Street,
together with St. John's Street and New Street, both
in Canongate. But the scheme of 1688 had not been
entirely forgotten. From time to time proposals
for extension were revived, notably by the far-seeing
Lord Provost Drummond, whose first term of office
began in 1725. At first these proposals met with
considerable opposition, but extension could not be
indefinitely delayed as Edinburgh was fast becoming
more congested than any other town in Europe.
Although its main streets were broad they were
encroached on by the markets; the closes and wynds
were so steep, narrow and filthy as to be intolerable
nuisances; and their crowded, lofty houses, served
by dark and dirty common stairs, stood so close
together that the supply of light and fresh air was
quite inadequate. Moreover, there were hardly any
public buildings of importance, such as a capital city
might be expected to possess; for although by the
middle of the century Edinburgh was as prosperous
as any town other than London she still possessed
no suitable Exchange for her merchants, who chose
to transact their business in the open air round about
the Market Cross (No. 61), nor was there a Record
Office or any adequate meeting-place for the magistrates, the Town Council, or the Convention of
Royal Burghs. Drummond's second term of office
began in 1746, while the country was still disturbed
by the Jacobite rebellion, and it was not until after
1752, in his third term as Lord Provost, that anything
effective could be done. In this year the Convention of Royal Burghs pledged their powerful support
to proposals for improvement.
In the proposals, as set out in a pamphlet written
by Sir Gilbert Elliot (cf. p. 109) public health and
convenience took second place to civic pride. As
agreed upon by committees chosen by the Town
Council, the Lords of Session, the Barons of
Exchequer, the Faculty of Advocates and the Clerks
to the Signet, the improvements were to include the
building of an Exchange (No. 23) on the site of
ruinous property on the N. side of the High Street
and the provision of accommodation for the Law
Courts, the Royal Burghs, the Town Council, the

1 70 - 2 .
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PLATE 9.

FIG. 36 .-The Flodden Wall (No. 59); tower
from N.W.

FIG. 37 .- The Telfer Wall (No . 60) in the Vennel.

FIG. 38.-The Flodden Wall (No. 59); site of bastion at junction of Drummond Street and the Pleasance.
THE TOWN WALLS.

To face p. Ixxii.

PLATE 10 ,

FIG. 39.-Charlotte Sq uare (No. 140); fireplace in
Number 6.

FIG. 4 I.-Charlotte Square (No. 140); fireplace in
N umber 5 .

FIG. 43.-Queen Street (No. 132); firepla ce m
entrance-hall of Number 8 .

FIG . 4o.-Charlotte S quare (No. 140); fireplace m
Number 4I.

FIG. 42.-Charlotte Square (No. 140); fir eplace
N umber 11.

FIG . 44.- Dregh orn Castle (No.I 89) ; fireplace.

GEORG IAN MANTELPIECES OF MARBLE
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PLATE

I!.

FIG. 45 .-Ch arlotte Square (No. 140); fireplace in
Number 23.

FIG. 46.- C harlotte Squ are (No. 140); fireplace in
N umber 8.

FIG. 47.-Charlotte Sq uare (No. 140); fireplace in
Numbers 13-14.

FI G. 48.- Ch arlotte Square (No. qo); fireplace in
N um ber 8.

FIG . 49.-George S treet (No. 130); firepl ace in
Number 84.

F IG. so.- Queen Street (No. 13 2);
N u mber 66.
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FIG. ST .- Charlotte Square (No. 14 0 ); back drawing· room of Number 34.

FIG. 52.-Charlotte Square (No. 140); drawing-room of Number 6.
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FIG. 53.-Charlotte Square (No. 140); drawing-room of Number

s.

FIG.

54.-Charlotte Square (No. 140); dining-room of Number 8 .

INTERIORS IN THE NEW TOWN.
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,
several Registers with their Clerks, and the Advocates' Library, all to be built upon the site of the
Parliament Close; while in addition an Act of
Parliament was to be obtained to extend the royalty,
and the town was to be enlarged and beautified-in
the first place by opening out new streets to N. and
S. and in the second by removing the markets from
the main streets and the shambles from beside the
North Loch, which was now to be turned into a
canal bordered by walks and terraces. All this was
to be carried out by thirty-three commissioners
appointed for the purpose, with funds to be derived
from a "national contribution." But the Bill
presented to Parliament in 1753 contained no provision for the extension of the royalty, which corresponded roughly with the area enc10sed by the walls;
as that part of the project still met with opposition
from vested .interests. . The question of extension
came once more before the Town Council in 1759
but was shelved for the time being. In 1763 Lord
Kames pointed out to the Councillors the risk that
the town might spread southwards beyond their
jurisdiction; and he suggested the desirability of
feuing their ground on the N. of the North Loch 1
and forming a bridge as an access. The bridge was
agreed to, but the remainder of the proposal was
held over for consideration.
What Lord Kames had foreseen came to pass. On
the S. of the Flodden wall lay Bristo, lands on either
side of the Potterrow in the jurisdiction of the burgh
of barony known as Portsburgh (p. lix).
Until the
middle of the 18th century these lands, which
extended to some twelve or fifteen acres, had not
been developed to any considerable degree. But
after the death of her husband in 1743, Lady Nicolson
started an extensive development of the Easter Croft
of Bristo. She feued ground for Alison Square in
1749, and for Nicolson Street and Square a decade
later. Then in 1766 James Brown, having already
completed Brown Square in 1763-1764 on a site
within the town wall at the W. end of Chambers
Street, now occupied by the Dental Hospital, went
outside the royalty and built George Square 2 (No.
144) on land previously offered to the Town Council
and rejected by them. Michael Nasmyth, father of
the well-known artist, was responsible for the design
of Some of the earlier houses. 3
1 Barefoot's Parks, the area now lying between Rose
Street and Princes Street, had been acquired in 1716.
I Named after his brother George, laird of Lindsaylands

Meanwhile the Council had begun to build a
bridge at the E. end of the North Loch to provide
communication between the High Street and their
property on the north side of the valley, and also to
give easier access to the port of Leith. The loch
had been drained in 1762. In the following year
contractors were invited to submit plans and
estimates for the new bridge, the foundation stone
of which was ceremoniously laid forthwith. In 1765
the Council agreed to accept the plan and tender of
William Mylne, Deacon of the Masons-this being
the last important piece of work in Edinburgh to be
designed by a member of the Mylne family, famous
as architects since the days of John Mylne, Master
In 1768, when the
Mason to James III (see p. 69).
bridge was partly completed, its S. abutment gave
way, causing the death of five persons and injury to
others; but the damage was put right immediately
and by 1772 the bridge was opened for traffic,
although still unfinished.
Having begun the construction of this access, the
Magistrates promoted a Bill in 1766 for the extension
of the royalty; and in anticipation of this they
invited competitive plans for the lay-out of a proposed New Town partly on the lands known as
Barefoot's Parks (footnote 1, infra) and partly on
ground belonging to the Heriot Trust, of which the
Magistrates and Town Council were the Governors.
This Bill passed in the following year, whereupon
the design submitted by the architect James Craig
was accepted. In preparing this design Craig had
studied Brown's plan for George Square to good
effect. But it may be that he was also influenced by
the ideas of his uncle, the poet Thomson, a verse
from whose Liberty he reproduced upon the plan
that he published-a plan in which he gave physical
shape to the literary image expressed in the lines
quoted.
Admirably simple, Craig's scheme was symmetrical, being designed as a self-contained unit on
the lines of a grid-iron, the classic lay-out in all
countries for artificially created towns. The main
axis, George Street, was laid E. and W. on the crown
of the ridge beyond the North Loch, debouching
at either end into a square where a church rose as a
terminal to the vista. St. George's Square on the
and Elliston. 3 James Nasmyth . . . an Autobiography.
ed. Smiles, p. 13.
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W., which was re-christened Charlotte Square
(p. 207) abutted on the property of the Earl of Moray,
while St. Andrew's Square, now St. Andrew Square,
its counterpart on the E., adjoined the property of
Sir Laurence Dundas. The latter square had to be
placed W. of the axial line of the new bridge, as the
property on its E. side was not included in the
extended royalty, and in its place the proposed new
Register House (No. 129) was to become the terminal for the vista down the bridge. On the sides
of the ridge and parallel to the main axis were placed
Queen Street, on the N., and Princes Street, on the
S., each with a single row of houses facing gardens.
Between the squares and transverse to the main
axis were Castle Street, Frederick Street and Hanover
Street, forming eight blocks of buildings in all.
Each block in its turn was divided by a side-street
lying parallel to the principal axis, and behind every
side-street ran a mews. The North Loch was to be
canalised, as had been suggested in 1752.
Ip 1767 the plan was formally approved in an Act
of Council, building lines were laid down and the
public were invited to inspect the pl~n and apply
for feus. Four years later a second Act limited the
height of buildings in the main streets to three storeys
between the basement and the garret, and to two
storeys in the side streets; only stables were to be
erected in the mews; and dormer windows, among
the most characteristic features of medireval Scottish
architecture, were prohibited on the front roofs.
According to Arnot l the Town Council did not
keep faith with their feuars, who had been led to
believe, by the plan signed by the Lord Provost and
exhibited to them, that the gardens in front of
Princes Street would remain free from buildings.
The feuars had, however, omitted to notice a clause
in the Act of 1767 reserving to the Town Council the
right to build upon this area, and the Town Council,
exercising this right, erected "mean and irregular
buildings and work-houses for tradesmen" in the
position now occupied by the North British Station
Hotel and the Waverley Market. The feuars took
the Council to the Court of Session, but lost their
case. The House of Lords, on appeal, reversed the
decision, and in the end it was agreed after arbitration 2 that, so far as the eastern stretch of Princes
Street was concerned, no additional buildings should
be erected on its S. side, and that the warehouse then
1

History, p. 317.

2

rising on the present site of the Waverley Market
should not be carried higher than Princes Street.
The construction of the New Town proceeded
from E. to W. but the houses were not built in
regular succession. The first houses, built about
1767, stand almost untouched in Thistle Court.
No. 35·St. Andrew Square was begun in the following
year, and in 1788, the year in which Arnot wrote,
the Square and the streets connected with it were
almost complete. Ainslie's map of 1780 shows
George Street and Princes Street carried as far W.
as Castle Street, while Queen Street had already
crossed the Hanover Street corner; his later map,
of 18°4, shows the scheme completed very much as
Craig had proposed, although Princes Street was not
actually finished until 18053 and Charlotte Square
until fifteen years later. The principal deviation
from Craig's plan is probably the placing of St.
Andrew's Church (No. 123) on the N. side of George
Street instead of in St. Andrew Square, the latter
site having been taken over by Sir Laurence Dundas
as the forecourt of his town house (p. 184).
Nothing came of the proposal to run a canal through
Princes Street Gardens, in anticipation of which a
street named Canal Street had already been built
beside the North Bridge.
The majority of the buildings in the New Town
were plain but substantial. In St. Andrew Square
and its vicinity, as in George Square on the S., some
of the houses were of rubble and were intended to
be covered with roughcast or stucco. But the
architecture improved as time went on. When
Hanover Street came to be built the frontage of one
block on the E. side was broken by bow-windows,
a treatment which is also seen in Frederick Street
and which occurs most frequently in Castle Street.
The climax is reached in Charlotte Square (No. 140),
designed by Robert Adam in 1791. The E. end of
the New Town might have been as fine had matters
gone as intended. When the Register House (No.
129) was taking shape the citizens recognised that it
ought to have an appropriate setting. Robert Adam
was accordingly instructed to design a monumental
block in keeping with it for the head of Leith Street.
His design, which is preserved in the Soane Museum,
London, provides for a pillared terrace of fine
mansions resting on arcades; but the wealthier

Ma1colm, Princes Street, Edinburgh, pp. 3 I f.
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classes failed to take up the feus, and a plainer and
less ambitious scheme had to be substituted.
In 1773, while the New Town proper was as yet in
process of construction, Craig designed St. James'
Square, which was built in 1779 on the rising ground
E. of St. Andrew Square, long known as Moulter's,
or Moultrie's, Hill. By 1785 the line of Queen Street
had been extended E. by York Place to meet the
village of Picardy, so called from its first settlers who
had been brought from that province to Edinburgh
in 1727.1 These developments were sporadic, but,
once the scheme for the New Town had been completed, building was extended northwards in harmony
with it on a plan devised in 1802 by the architect
Robert Reid. Abercromby Place-of which Lord
Cockburn notes in his Memorials that it was the
first crescent to be built in Edinburgh and that
people went- specially -to see it on that accountHeriot Row and Great King Street were all completed about 1820, the last debouching into Drummond Place on the E. and Royal Circus on the W.
Albyn Place, a clumsy adaptation of the principal
fa~ade of Charlotte Square, rose in 1823 opposite the
W. end of Queen Street. Then the lands lying
N.W. of Charlotte Square, for the most part the
property of the Earl of Moray, were laid out by
Gillespie Graham of Orchil, who produced very
skilfully a monumental plan for an irregular site
but neglected to take advantage of the vista over the
valley of the Water of Leith, one of the finest in
Edinburgh. In Lothian's map of 1825 Darnaway
Street and Moray Place are shown as already completed, and Ainslie Place as just commenced. Meanwhile, between 1815 and 1819, Princes Street had
been continued eastwards in Waterloo Place and
Regent Road.
Building developments on the S. side of the capital
were confined to private enterprises, as the civic
authorities had neglected their opportunities in
George Square (No. 144). This suburb for a time
proved a serious rival to the New Town. For one
thing its feuars were not liable for the city burdens;
nor were they threatened with litigation, as were
their northern neighbours-who, moreover, had to
risk the passage of a bridge which some still thought
unsafe and which was certainly inconvenient and
was even dangerous for pedestrians in windy weather
1

O.E.G., xxv. p.

2.

2

A Tour in Scotland, i, p. 57.

3

until its balustrades had been boarded in. Finally,
many of those accustomed to the " snug and clarty
closes" of Old Edinburgh found the New Town
intolerably cold and draughty. The South Side,
in point of fact, had many advantages over its
competitor, but its development was retarded for
want of a proper access to the centre of the Old
Town; this could only be approached from the S.
by wheeled traffic by way of the steep Horse Wynd,
which itself ended in the Cowgate. An attempt was
made to remedy the deficiency in 1775, but was
allowed to drop for the time-honoured reason that
le mieux est I' ennemi du hien. Ultimately the Town
Council were induced to support a proposal for
building the South Bridge, without extending the
royalty, in order to secure direct communication
between the High Street and Nicolson Street. To
meet the estimated cost of £8,600, additional duties
were to be levied throughout the city where tolls
were customarily payable and, in addition, new tolls
were proposed where none had been exacted before.
Such a proposal, so favourable to the county and to
feuars beyond the S. boundary of the royalty and so
inequitable to those residing within its limits, met
with instant opposition once its terms were known;
and so this project, too, was dropped.
Nevertheless feuars were taking up the stances in
George Square, and Pennant, writing in 1772, 2
describes the first houses as " small but commodious
in the English fashion." These were the houses on
the N. side and the N. half of the W. side of the
Square, which have two main storeys, a sunk basement and an attic, and are built with dark pinnings
in a distinctive type of chequered masonry. Arnot,
writing in 1778, says that three sides of the square
were then already complete while the S. side had
already been begun. Its environs, Charles Street,
Crichton Street, etc., had also been laid out. And
soon after this J ames Brown, who had promoted
the enterprise, proposed to build a wide street on
the S. side of the Square overlooking Hope Park,
once the Burgh Loch (p. xxxvi) and now known as
the East Meadows; this new street, Buccleuch
Place, was built in and after 1780 to the design of a
Mr. Chilling. 3 Here, at No. 15, were provided
Assembly Rooms for the district.

Bolton, The Architecture of Robert and James A dam, ii, p.
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FIG. 55. The Burgh of Edinburgh, western portion; plan showing positions of the principal monuments,
with their reference-numbers.

lxxvi

INVENTORY OF MONUMENTS IN EDINBURGH: INTRODUCTION

IOcr I

FIG. 56.

?

I

syo

I

1°1°°

I 5 °0 FEET
1

The Burgh of Edinburgh, eastern portion, and the Burgh of Canongate . Plan showing the positions of the
principal monuments, with their reference-numbers.
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Whereas the character of the buildings in the New
Town could be controlled (cf. p. lxxiv) , as they were
erected on municipal land that had been townplanned, suburban building was unsystematic and
much less uniform. Arnot, indeed,l comments
adversely upon the appearance and construction of
the houses on the N. side of George Square, most
of which have either been rebuilt or altered since his
time. Yet George Square, St. James' Square,
Gayfield Square, Buccleuch Place and Leith Street
compare favourably with much of the building
carried out in their neighbourhood within the next
century and a half. Brown and many of his fellowspeculators realised that architectural amenity was a
good selling-point.
The scheme for bridging the valley on the S. side
of the Old Town lay dormant for a century in all.
But in 17842 the proprietors in the George Square
district met to consider a scheme for a bridge at
Niddry's Wynd. This bridge, known as the South
Bridge, was begun in 1785 and completed in 1788.
It prepared the way for the rebuilding of the
University (No. 57) at its S. end. But the Town
lost a great opportunity through neglecting to have
the neighbourhood town-planned.
In 1814 a third formal scheme was undertaken,

1

History, p . 234.

namely the development, upon a plan by William
Playfair, of the Calton Hill and the lands of Hillside
to the N.-the area on which stand Regent Terrace,
Carlton Terrace, Royal Terrace, Blenheim Place
and the streets immediately N. of London Road.
For one reason and another progress was delayed,
principally by a decision of the Court of Session in
1838 that householders on the lands of Hillside were
bound to pay double poor-rates, i.e. to Edinburgh
and to South Leith. And when building was
resumed in this part of the area it took the form of
houses for the lower middle and artisan classes,
wealthier people preferring to build on the . and
W. of the New Town.
This was the last major scheme undertaken in the
period covered by the Inventory. Notwithstanding
the extensions outlined above, Edinburgh in the
reign of George IV was by no means a large town if
judged by modern standards, and its area was actually
doubled in Queen Victoria's time, when large tracts
to south and west were opened up for building.
While the earlier schemes had provided additional
accommodation for the wealthier classes, it was now
found profitable to cater for the middle and artisan
classes as well as for industry. But, as the tradition
of the formal plan had by now been lost, Victorian
development was entirely unsystematic.

• Caledonian Mercury, Dec. 15th, 1784.
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OF THE CITY OF EDINBURGH
THE BURGH OF EDINBURGH
1. Edinburgh Castle.-The Castle Rock is a
compact oval-shaped mass of basalt with a marked
columnar structure rising to a maximum height of
437 ft. above sea-level. Its sides are precipitous
except on the E., where glacial action has formed a
slope of gentle gradient by moulding into "tail"
formation the sedimentary rocks lying behind the
basalt crag. The rock must have been marked down
from prehistoric times as a secure and convenient
place for habitation, but continual occupation has
obliterated all traces of structures older than the
eleventh century. In old Welsh literature, however,
the place appears in the Brythonic form of Dineidin""
in the Godod.din of Aneurin (late sixth century). In
the same poem there appears to be another reference
to the Hill of Eidin (eidinfre) which may be the same
as the minit eidin (Mountain of Eidin) in an early
text in the Black Book of Carmarthen, and refer to
the Castle Rock. 1 Later it appears in versions of the
Gaelic form of Dun-eideann (Dunedin) and in medireval legend becomes the abode of Leudonus,
traditionally the eponymous hero of Lothian and
grandfather of Saint Kentigern. In the various
medireval Lives of Saint Monenna, an Irish saint
~raditionally assigned to the early sixth century,. she
IS said to have founded a church at Dunedene, quae
Anglica lingua dicta Edenburg, or in another recension,
apud Edenburgh in montis cacumine in honore Sancti
Michaelis, which may refer to an early tradition of a
chapel on the Castle Rock. 2 Symeon of Durham,
writing in the 12th century an account of earlier
events, mentions "Edwinesburch" as pertaining to

Lindisfarne about 854 3; and with this Northumbrian
connection may be contrasted the abandonment of
" oppidum Eden" by the Angles about 960, when
the stronghold was left to fall into the hands of
Indulf, King of Alban. 4
At the end of the following century Edinburgh
makes a more dramatic appearance in history. In
the winter of 1093, when Malcolm Canmore was
invading England for the fifth and last time, his
queen, later known as St. Margaret of Scotland-, lay
dying" in Castro Puellarum."t According to the
Life ascribed to Turgot, a contemporary, she made
her last confession on November 16 and went into
the church (see p. 13) to hear Mass. When she
came back to her chamber, she was met by her
second son Edgar, returned from the war with the
tidings that his father had been killed three days
before at Alnwick, where moreover his brother
Edward had been so grievously wounded that he
had died that morning at Jedburgh. The queen,
already at the point of death, expired almost immediately, and while her son was still mourning at
her bier, his uncle, Donald Bane, laid siege to the
Castle in an attempt to secure the throne. This is
the first of its many sieges that are on record. Donald,
however, neglected to invest the entire rock, guarding
only the front gate in the belief that there was no
other exit. When the defenders became aware of
his oversight, a party sallied forth by a postern door
(posticum) on the W . side, bearing with them the
queen's body which they deposited in the Church
of the Holy Trinity at Dunfermline. 5
Little is known of the Castle during the reigns of
Donald Bane and Duncan 11, but it must have been
at least an occasional residence of the Crown at this

* The meaning of the second element in this name was
regarded by Professor Watson as quite obscure (History of
the Celtic Place Names of Scotland, p. 341) . He rejected
as etymologically impossible the popular derivation from the
name of Eadwine, King of Northumbria, which is implied
b~ su~h forms as Edwinesburch (Symeon Dunelmensis,
Hutona Regum, etc., Surtees Society, i, p. 68), Edwinesburg

(Lib. Carl. St. Crucis, p. 5), or Dinas Etwin (Ar chivfiir
celtische Lexicographie, ii, p. 168), and saw the genuine
anglicised form of the Celtic name in St. Monenna's Dunedene (supra) and in other approximations to the modern
" Edinburgh" which occur in 12th century charters (e.g.
Registrum de Dunfermelyn, pp. 12, 13).
t On this name, see p. xxxv.
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period as it was the scene of Edgar's death in January,
1106-7. It reappears in history after the accession
of David I, youngest son of Malcolm Canmore and
Margaret. That king, in his charter to the canons of
Holyrood, which was written about 1143 and consequently some years after the Abbey Church had
been consecrated and the canons installed,"" confirms
his grant to them of the Castle Church with its fruits
and of St. Cuthbert's Church with its pertinents,
including ground below the fortress extending from
the spring at the corner of the royal garden to a crag
on the E. side-a strip, that is to say, bordering the
Rock on the N., W., and S.W.
In 1174 the Castle of Edinburgh, like those of
Jedburgh, Berwick, Roxburgh and Stirling, was
handed over to Henry n of England as security for
the ransom exacted for William the Lion, then
prisoner at Falaise, and was only restored on King
William's marriage to Ermengarde de Bellomonte
(Beaumont) in II86. It is also on record that Alan,
son of Ruhald, strengthened its defences in II75. 6
After the i'nsurrection in Galloway in 1235, Thomas,
the bastard son of Allan, Lord of Galloway, was
imprisoned for a time" in Castro Puellarum." In
the spring of 1296 the place was successfully attacked
by Edward I, who used engines and for three days and
nights hurled stones without ceasing through the
roofs of the buildings standing inside the walls. 7
Among the booty that he carried off to England after
this campaign were the Stone of Destiny or Coronation Stone, t the muniments, and the jewels that had
been safeguarded in the Castle. 8 In April of the
following year, when most of the strongholds in the
kingdom had been recovered by the Scots, Edinburgh
Castle was still in English hands. In the year 12991300 the garrison numbered 347, with 156 horses,
but two years later it had been reduced to 81 men. 9
On March 14th, 1312-3, when held by Peres
Lebaud, a Gascon knight who was at that time
Sheriff of Edinburgh, the fortress was recaptured by
the Scots under Sir Thomas Ranulph, Earl of Moray.
While a feint was made "ad portam australem " literally the south gate, but in fact probably one of
wo facing east-a party of thirty led by William
Francis ascended the cliff on the north side. 10 :::
Placing scaling-ladders against the twelve-foot wall,
they mounted, rushed the defenders from the rear,
gained the gates and admitted their comrades. The
whole place was then captured by the combined

forces, and the English put to the sword. In pursuance of King Robert's settled policy the buildings
were subsequently razed to the ground. For the
next twenty years the Castle lay dismantled, but at
the beginning of August, 1335, Guy, Count of Namur,
who was in the English service, having been defeated
on the Burgh Muir, near Edinburgh, by Ranulph,
third Earl of Moray, and Patrick, Earl of Dunbar
and March, stood at bay on the Rock for a night and
a day and then surrendered on terms, while his
English comrades were held to ransom. From 1335
to 1341, however, the place was in English hands.
Its condition at this time may be judged from an
indenture, dated 2nd November, 1335, between an
outgoing and an incoming Warden, which records
that" there is no dwelling (habitacoun) within said
castle, save a chapel a little unroofed (a poy descouerte), a little' pentice ' (lean-to) above the chapel,
and a new stable quite unroofed, except about a
quarter."Il In fact" it would seem that the site
was actually let for grazing, since we find that ' the
Mote of the Castle of Edinburgh' (Mota castri de
Edenburghe)-apparently the hill as a whole-was
supposed to yield a revenue to the sheriff."12

* According to Father Hay, who is the sole authority for
the statement, the canons lodged in the Castle until their
home was ready.

up in P.S.A.S., xlvii (1912-3), pp. 423-6, where attention
is drawn to a crevice beside the Well-House Tower up
which a man could climb (v. pp. IIff). Moreover, there
is a natural platform above, just such a halting-place as
is specifically mentioned in Barbour's metrical account
(The Bruce, x, lines 606-8, S.T.S. edn., i, p. 262).
" Quhill half the craggis thai clummyn had;
And thair ane place thai fand so braid,
That thai mycht syt on anerly."

Between September 13th and November 2nd, 1335,
the outgoing Warden, Sir Thomas Roscelin, had laid
out money in wages and repairs. The workmen
employed included masons, quarriers, carpenters,
smiths and water-carriers. His accounts 13 mention
the making of a kitchen under the great chapel, and
materials for the great chapel, the chamber called
" le contynghous," the great stable, a certain great
chamber, as well as hinges for the great gate and for
the gate under " le hurdys" (a continuous wooden
gallery projected from the wall-head). In 1336 the
castles of Stirling, Roxburgh and Edinburgh were
re-fortified by Edward In, and at the last-named
Sir John de Stirling, who was now Warden, completed and extended the works initiated by his
predecessor. John of Kilburn was employed as
master mason, William of Swaledale as master
carpenter. Master John the glazier made four glass
windows for St. Margaret's Chapel and a spout of
lead for the " great chapel", which was turned into
a granary. From the nature of the materials brought
to the site it would appear that there was now a
curtain wall of stone enclosing a number of scattered
buildings of wood, wattle-and-daub or turf, with
boarded, thatched or turfed roofs. The wall of

t Described in the contemporary inventory to which
reference is here made as " Una petra magna super quam
reges Scociae solebant coronari."

t There has been some discussion as to the point where
the escalade took place. The available evidence is summed
2
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the "barres"* was repaired and the foot of the
well reinforced. t
Sir Andrew Moray of Bothwell, whom Parliament
had acknowledged as Guardian of the kingdom in
1337, besieged the place in that year but was forced
to withdraw.14 Two years later, when Sir Thomas
de Rokeby was Warden, repairs were evidently still
in progress. A new gate with stone arches was
made, " bretashes "! were constructed and" modewalles "§ were set up as an outer defence round the
curtain. Thus strengthened, the place seemed
impregnable. Nevertheless it was captured on 17th
April, 1341, through a simple and characteristically
medi~val ruse, by William of Douglas, William
Fraser, and William Bullock, ex-cleric and turncoat,
with their men. Most of the garrison, which on the
previous day had included 49 men at arms, 6 watch,men and 60 mounted archers, 15 were decapitated or
had their throat cuts and were thrown over the
walls.l 6 In June of this same year King David Il
and his Queen J ohanna returned to Scotland after
an absence' of seven years, spent mainly at ChateauGaillard in Normandy, but in 1346 he was taken
prisoner at Neville's Cross and was not released until
eleven years later.
On his return he proceeded to modernise Edinburgh Castle and bring its defences up to date.
From the Exchequer Rolls it appears that his first
task was to make sure of an adequate water-supply,
as in 1361 a new well was constructed round which
a year later Roger Hog built the Well-House Tower
(p. I I). He then turned his attention to the defences. The castle-builders of this period had
adopted the strongly fortified type of gatehouse
which might, and usually did, contain a good deal of
habitable accommodation in its superstructure. In
1368, accordingly, King David began the gatehousetower, latterly named after him but then known
simply as the" new tower" (p. 15), which Burnett,
in his introduction to the Exchequer Rolls, identifies
with "the tower beside the gate" for which payments occur between 1375 and 1379. The nature
of the entries suggests that there may be two towers
in question-David's Tower and another standing in
the position now occupied by the present portcullisgate or Argyle's Tower (p. 13). However that may
be, " the tower beside the gate" was furnished with
an iron gate in 1377, and in 1379 was completed
save for its drawbridge and the paving of the
entrance, which were not finished until 1383. The

king died in the Castle on 22nd February, 1370-71,
while his Tower was still in course of construction.
There can be no doubt as to this being the " great
tower" beside which a kitchen and some vaulted
offices were erected in 1382.
Although the" famous town" of Edinburgh, with
its church of St. Giles, is recorded to have been
burnt in Richard Il's invasion of 1385, there is no
evidence that the Castle was involved in the conflagration. And when Robert Il died in 1390, the
only castles left in English hands were those of
Berwick, Jedburgh and Roxburgh. His successor,
Robert Ill, is known to have resided in Edinburgh
Castle, and Queen Annabella held a tournament in
the capital in 1398. Twelve knights participated
including her eldest son, Prince David, the newly
created Duke of Rothesay. According to Fordun 17
the tourney took place" near to the north part of the
town of Edinburgh, where there is now a lake"evidently on the low ground beneath the N. side of
the Rock which, in later times, was covered by the
North Loch. 11 Henry IV assaulted the Castle in
August, 1400, but was repelled by Rothesay, who
died two years later at Falkland, starved to death
(it is generally supposed) by his uncle the Duke of
Albany and his brother-in-law the Earl of Douglas.
In 1416, while James I was in captivity in England,
the Castle was besieged by the Earl of Douglas. 18
Twenty years later, in February, 1436-7, the king
was murdered and his surviving son, a boy of six,
succeeded to the throne as James Il. Sir William
Crichton and Sir Alexander Livingston, keepers
respectively of the Castles of Edinburgh and of
Stirling, became rivals for supreme power. Crichton
had the custody of the young king in the Castle of
Edinburgh and Lindsay of Pitscottie, following
Boece, tells 19 how the Queen Dowager smuggled
out her son in her baggage and transferred him to
Stirling. Thus outwitted, Crichton, believing" that
thair was na thing to follow thair wpone in respectt
of the loss of the king bot utter ruwyne and distructioun of his hous, kin and freindis" 20 sought
help from the 5th Earl of Douglas, then LieutenantGovernor of the kingdom, which request, however,
Douglas abruptly declined. As Crichton had foreseen, Livingston in due course invested Edinburgh
Castle, and forced its surrender. Thereupon the
two rivals adjusted their differences and agreed to
make common cause against the Earl of Douglas,
Crichton once more assuming charge of the Castle.

* A low enclosure erected as an outer obstacle in front
of the entrance to a castle. It is quite exceptioniil to find
this built of stone as was the case here. Duels and trials
by combat were commonly de'cided " at the barras ." The
barras of Edinburgh Castle ran N. from the E. end of King's
Stables Road.
t Since the upper well of the Castle is hewn through
the living rock, another spring, which formerly issued

from the S.W. side of the Castle Rock, at the corner of
the" King's Garden," is probably the one referred to here.

t Wooden balconies projecting from the walls like
" hourds," but not continuous .
§ Earthen ramparts.
11 The Loch is mentioned in a charter of 1437, cf.P.S.A .S.,
xxi (1886-7), p. 254. See also p. xxxvi.
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probably in 1479, when the king is known to have
imprisoned both his brothers.
When making his preparations for the campaign
that ended at Flodden, James IV removed the
seven cannons, known as the Seven Sisters, from the
Castle where they had been cast by Robert Borthwick, his master gunner ;t and in the next reign we
also have accounts showing that David's Tower had
to be repaired in 1517.25 In 1529 artillery is again
mentioned. In that year the king purchased cannon
and munitions in Flanders for his castles-including
that of Edinburgh-and repeated his order some
time before his marriage in 1536-7. In 1539 cannon
was made or overhauled in the Castle; a munition
house was contrived out of St. Mary's Church, which
stood practically in the position now occupied by the
National War Memorial; and Mons Meg, then
called simply "Mons" or "Monce," and other
pieces received a coat of red lead. A new munimenthouse for custody of documents was built by John
Merlioun in the following year. 26
With the birth and accession of Mary, Scotland
became a valuable pawn in the game of international
politics. The Queen-Dowager, Mary of Lorraine,
as well as Cardinal Beaton, was for France, while
the Regent, J ames, 2nd Earl of Arran, and a minority
favoured an alliance with England through the
union of the young Prince Edward with the infant
queen. Eventually a treaty of marriage was arranged
at Greenwich on 1st July, 1543, but the Cardinal
persuaded Parliament to break it and Henry VIII
thereupon sent the Earl of Hertford into Scotland
at the head of an army which landed at Leith on
7th May, 1544, and burnt the whole town of Edinburgh with the Abbey and Palace of Holyrood. It
is recorded that they " schot certane artaillze at the
castell. But it was so strong that they could not
win it and certane of the castell men wschit out and
skirmischit thame and pat thame fre the said castell
and wan som of thair artaillze and sum they left
behind brokin quhilk remains zeit in Scotland.
This being done, they seiand they could not be the
better of the castell, they past frome it."27
The contemporary drawing! reproduced as Fig. 59
shows the damage done to the city, but its special
importance for the present purpose is that it includes
the earliest known view of the fortress and one,
moreover, which seems to be accurate in its representation of the principal details (cf. Fig. 59, insert).
Drawn from the north-east, it is a view of the Rock

In 1439 Archibald, 5th Earl of Douglas, died of
fever at Restalrig and his son William succeeded to
his father's honours-and to his feuds. Pitscottie
relates that Crichton, who had meanwhile regained
custody of the king and had placed him in his castle
of Edinburgh, "thocht that this realme soulde be
at greattar tranquilietie gif the Earle of Douglas and
his brother had bene cutted of sudenlie."21 Although
warned, the young Earl, then in his 18th year,
accompanied by his brother Sir David and their
kinsman and adherent Sir Malcolm Fleming of
Biggar, came to Edinburgh in November, 1440,
where" he was ressawit witht great joy and gladness"
by Crichton in the Castle "and bankcatit reallie
[royally] of all delicattis that could be gottin . . . "
Crichton, however, "eftir the great cheir was maid
at the denner and coursses taine away presentit ane
bullis heid befoir the earle quhilk was ane signe and
taikin of condemnatour to the death."*22 Despite
the young king's portests, Douglas and his kinsmen
were dragg~d from the table, bound, and beheaded
on the Castle Hill for alleged treason. Douglas's
successor, the 7th Earl, having made good his position
at Court, proceeded to settle with Crichton for the
murder of his kin, and in 1445 induced the king to
besiege Edinburgh Castle. Crichton held out for
nine months, but in the end was forced to surrender.
He was able to make terms, however, and was
"reconceillit to the kingis fawour efter the auld
maner " 23 with the stipulation that he should meddle
no more in public affairs until purged of all complicity in treasonable dealings. After its surrender
the Castle "was reformit againe new better nor it
was befoir," the " great chamber" being re-roofed
while David's Tower, the "King's kitchen," and
various houses were repaired.
From 22nd July to 25th September, 1482, after
the meeting at ·L auder Kirk that resulted in the
hanging of Cochrane, Rogers, and other royal
favourites, James III was kept prisoner in the Castle
by the Confederate Lords. Pitscottie has a circumstantial story24 to the effect that the King's brother,
Alexander, Duke of Albany, was incarcerated in the
Castle after his attainder for high treason in 1483
but escaped, on the eve of his execution, by letting
himself and his "chamber chyld" over the walls
with ropes which had been smuggled into his prison
inside a two-gallon wine-cask. There may be some
truth in the tale, but the year given is certainly
wrong and, if the escape did take place, it was

History "of Scotland, S.T.S ., ii, p. 133. In 1716 the" 7
sisters, so we cald the 7 great bres (brass) guns, on the half
moon " (cf. p. 15) were removed to London to be recast,
being "all hunycombed within such hols as to put in a
musket bullet." Their removal caused great offence
locally. Steuart, News Letters of 1715-6, p. 149.
t Probably the" plat " prepared by Master Lee in 1544.
(Hamilton Papers, ii, No. 24 1, p. 384 .)

'" The editor of the S .T.S . edition remarks : " It looks
as if there was a mingling or confusion of different superstitions in this story."

t Borthwick was the first artilleryman and cannonfounder of any note in Scotland. His guns were inscribed
MACHINA SYM SCOTO BORTHVIK FABRICATA ROBERTO.

[EDINBURGlI

Cf.

Exchequer Rolls, xiii (1508-13), pp. clix ff. and Leslie,
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without the present parade-ground and fore-buildings,
all of which are comparatively recent constructions
(see p. II). With the exception of one outbuilding,
the roof of which is seen low down on the W. side,
the constituent parts of the Castle stand, walled
round, on the extreme summit. In the centre of
the front rises David's Tower (see p. IS), from the
near side of which extends a crenellated fore-curtain
terminating on the edge of the declivity on the N. in
a circular tower, likewise crenellated, with a battered
base. '" Beyond David's Tower can be seen part of
a fore-curtain running S. A low outwork trending
outwards is visible in front of each stretch of curtain.
Behind the fore-curtain and enclosed by a lower
wall are two buildings with tiled roofs, three with
slated roofs, and one with a rootless gable.
During the first part of Queen Mary's reign no
outstanding event took place in the Castle, and the
Court was generally elsewhere. But after Riccio's
murder, in March, 1565-6, the Queen and Darnley
thought it · well to retire to its protection until the
clamour had died down, she being then six months
gone with child. There was some doubt as to
whether her confinement should take place there or
in Stirling Castle, but in the end the Council decided
in favour of Edinburgh, where on 19th June, 1566,
she gave birth to the child destined to reign over
both kingdoms as James VI and I. In 1567
Darnley's murder was followed by the Queen's
marriage to Bothwell, her surrender at Carberry,
and her abdication in favour of the infant prince.
Sir J ames Balfour of Pittendreigh, then Captain of
the Castle, yielded it to the Earl of Moray, the
Regent, on condition that Kirkcaldy of Grange should
be his successor; the Regent agreed 28 but, distrusting the Queen's party, besieged and took the
Castle of Dunbar and the fort at Inchkeith, which
covered the approach by sea, removing their ordnance
to Edinburgh Castle. In 1570 Kirkcaldy, foreseeing
the trend of events, made preparations to hold out in
the Castle for two years. Called upon to resign the
Regalia to the Earl of Lennox, who succeeded as
Regent after Moray was assassinated at Linlithgow,
he refused on the pretext that the succession had
been determined by a minority, and summoned all
his friendly Fifeshire neighbours to a council. In
the spring of the following year, 1571, now declaring
openly for the Queen, he enlisted three hundred
"men of war," and a month later rehearsed an
assault on the Castle. Lennox thereupon warned
him and his supporters of their danger as rebels, to
which Kirkcaldy replied by advertising for more
men at £5 a month, and manning Holyroodhouse
and the steeple of St. Giles' church. Meanwhile
Edinburgh itself was garrisoned by 500 "men of

war" and only the West Port and the Nether Bow
Port were left open. The Queen's adherents,
mustering in the town, made a pact to resist the
Regent, who was shortly to hold a Parliament in the
capital. On the 12th of May Lennox reached
Leith, and his vanguard of 600 men under Lords
Lindsay and Ruthven made their way through the
Water Gate and up the Canongate to a position
below the Netherbow Port where they entrenched
themselves, covered by two small pieces set up on
the Dow Crag on the S. side of the Calton Hill.
The Regent and the main body followed to Holyrood, and then " brak thair ordour and passit vnder
staires and in clossis for feir of the cannon is of the
castell quhilk schot at thame quhilk was verrie
terribill and feirfull to the regentis airmye."29
This was the beginning of the siege of the Castle
which became an affair of international importance.
Finding it impossible to win a way into the city, the
Regent decided to hold Parliament in a house in
the Canongate beloning to William Cokie, a goldsmith. Even this rendezvous, however, could not be
approached except under cover. On the 18th of
May the cavalry of the town skirmished with the
Regent's horse and took some 60 prisoners, whereupon the Regent ordered the town walls to be scaled.
His men, however, felt that the odds against them
were too great, and refused to make the attempt.
There was nothing for it but to raise the siege for the
time being and the Government forces accordingly
retired to Leith, and thence to Stirling. On May
24th and June 14th the Queen's party bore the
Regalia to the Tolbooth, where they held Parliaments.
The Castle, meanwhile, was provisioned with money
and munitions brought in a pink from Flanders, but
two vessels from France, similarly laden, fell into
the hands of the Regent, who had returned to Leith
and thrown up entrenchments (Fig. 61). On July
20th and 22nd the Edinburgh cavalry attacked
these fortifications but without avail; the defenders,
however, feeling themselves the inferior force, were
unable to advance from their lines. Two days later
the Castle garrison brought two guns to bear on
Holyrood from the Blackfriars Monastery, having
learnt that Lennox and a detachment were then
holding the "new wark" there. Some minor
damage was done to the superstructure of the Palace.
There were encounters between the garrisons of
Edinburgh and Leith, in course of which the latter,
having been reinforced, drove the Edinburgh party
back within their gates. In September, 1571, the
Regent Lennox died of gunshot wounds received at
Stirling and was succeeded in office by the Earl of
Mar. Realising that Edinburgh Castle must be
won before James VI could be king de facto as well

* This terminal tower was known in 134 I as "Le
turnipyk," and in the 16th century as the" Constable's

Tower." In its base lay the entrance from which forty
steps led to the enceinte of the Castle.

5

BURGH OF]

HISTORICAL MONUMENTS (SCOTLAND) COMMISSION

[EDINBURGH

as de jure, Mar returned to the base at Leith, where
" Also, we fynde vpon the said este syde a Spurret
with the help of the burghs he collected additional lyk a bulwarke, standing befor the foot of the rocke
men and ordnance. His first step was to entrench that the said courten stands on, which Sp[urre]
his force between the end of St. Mary's Wynd and indosethe that syde flanked out one both sydes;
the Pleasance, forming gun-emplacements near the [and] on the sowthe syde is the gaite wher they
latter for "half-cannonis gros culweringis" which enter into the Castle; which Spur is lyke xx foote
battered the nether-blockhouse, a forework now h[ye] , vamyred with turfe and basketes, set vp and
buried beneath the upper part of the Castle es- furnished with ordinance.
planade. The Regent then began to cut off supplies
" The lowest parte on this syde of this courten
coming to both town and Castle, and sent to Queen waule is xxiiij foote h[ye] , and the rocke vnder the
Elizabeth an urgent petition for assistance.
, fout of the waule, wher it is lowest, is xxx f[oote.]
The kingdom was now in a desperate state, a Davyes Towre is above Ix foote hye, the Constables
shambles of civil war, with father set against son, Towr is like I [foote.] We fynde that ther is no
brother against brother, the citadel in a state of myndinge can prevaile in this rocke, but only
siege, and the citizens of the capital placed between battery with ordinance, to beat downe the waules,
the fires of camp and Castle. The simple issue of and so to make the dyme. The reason whereof is,
Queen's versus King's party had openly become a the rocke is of such a massy substance, and so m[ayn]
struggle between the old and the reformed religions, hard of the stone itself, that it can not be entred into
on the upshot of which hung grave political con- by no means that a man can devise, in reasonable
sequences affecting not merely Scotland, but Eng- tyme; and when a man hath don w[hat] he can doe,
land, France, Spain and Flanders. England and and plased his powder, he shall not be able to stop pe
France both sent ambassadors to confer with the his vente, to rayse that rocke and waule, but the
beIligerents, and in August, 1572, a truce was powder will brust out at the ventes, and will not
arranged which lasted for five months. Mar died prevaile to serve that purpose.
in October and was succeeded in the Regency by the
" We ffynde it most requiset that a battery of xij
Earl of Morton. The English ambassador, Mr.
Henry Killigrew, laboured to induce the parties to peaces of great ordinance should be plased ther, of
refer their controversies to Queen Elizabeth, but cannons, demy cannons, and culveringes; one other
his efforts were fruitless and Kirkcaldy of Grange, syde of the streat wher the Spurre is, vj batteringe
confident in the strength of his fortress and looking peaces to beat Da[vyes] Towre, the courten waule,
to France for immediate help, ended the truce on wher ther ordinance stands, and the Constables
1st January, 1573, by firing a shot. Queen Elizabeth, Towre, and so to make a bratche; and on the south
realising that Morton and his nobles were unable, syde wher the haule is, the . . . lodginge, [and] the
by themselves, to maintain a sufficient force to store houses for their munishon and victuals, we
reduce the Castle and fearing lest France should thinke it necessarye to place vj battering peaces, not
decide to support Kirkcaldy, at last determined to onely for the beating downe of the said haule and
supply the new Regent with troops and money. lodginges, but also to answer the crosse battery on
Her two skilled engineers, Rowland Johnson and the said fronte estward, wher thother xij peaces of
John Fleming, were sent forthwith to examine the ordinance beat the said courtinge.
"Also we thinke it requizet to have viij demy
place and devise a plan of attack. Their report of
27th January, 1572-3, still extant in the Cottonian coulveringes and sakers, not only [to] beat the backe
parte & to dismount those peces that lyethe that
Collection 30, runs as follows ; "Furste, we fynde the Castle standinge vpon a waye, but also to remove them from place to place,
naturall mayn rocke on greate hightes lyke vjCfoote and to beat the loo pes and such other places as nead
requirethe.
longe, and iiij hunderethe foote brode.
"On the fore pa;1:e estwarde, next the towne,
" And if it please the Q. Ma tie and her honorable
stands lyke iiij xx foote of the haule, and next vnto Counsell to have it won by f[ orce] in this furme
the same stands Davyes Towre, and from it a courten befor expressed, appoyntinge such honorable men
with vj cannons, or such lyke peaces in loo pes of of govermente as that service requirethe, and this
stone, lookinge in the streatwarde; and behynd the proportion of ordinance and munishion, as for the
same standes another teare of ordinance, lyke xvj same, we thinke, by our judgment and poor experifoote dym above the other; and at the northe ende ence, with great dilligence that Castle may be at her
stands the Constables Towre, and in the bottom of Ma lies commandement within xx days after the
the same is the way into the Castle, with . . .* battery be placed, or neare thervpon; and so we
will not onely [with] our poore credittes of the same.
steppes.

t " , The Spurre ' was demolished in the year 1649, b y
order of the Committee of Estates ." (Ibid., footnote '2 .)

* " In another hand , ' xlti '. The outer edge of the MS.
is partially destroyed by fire." (Bannatyne Miscellany,
ii, p. 69, footnote 1.)
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but also be content to hazard our lyv[es] in this her
Ma ties service for the accomplishment thereof, if it
so please the Q. Ma lie.
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prove of prime importance since the garrison could
no longer make use of a well immediately behind it.
Dissension, wounds, and lack of victual, particularly
of water§, now made their position untenable. Cqnsequently they sought a parley, and on May 29th
1573 surrendered at discretion. Within three months
Kirkcaldy and his brother J ames were hanged at the
Mercat Cross in company with some of their partizans, including Cokie (see p. 5) and Mossman
(see p. 97), two goldsmiths charged with coining
within the Castle.
Once in the Regent's hands the fortress was
repaired and its defences brought up to date under
the immediate direction of his cousin, George
Douglas of Parkhead. The dilapidated ruin of
David's Tower, for example, was wholly enclosed
within a bastion, still extant and known as the HalfMoon Battery (see p. 15), while the Constable's
Tower disappeared, being replaced by the more
convenient Portcullis Gate.
The forework or
" galay snowt," which had been so badly damaged
that it " ran like a san die bray," 11 31 was rebuilt and
re-named the" spurre." In 1578 the Regency came
to an end and thenceforward the Castle saw little of
royalty or of the Court.

" And for a more perfitnes of this Declaracion, the
said Johnson is makinge of a Platte, which declarethe
every thinge accordingly; which wilbe don shortly.
Rowland J ohnson
John Flymmyng."
The engraving shown in Fig. 61, reproduced from
Holinshed's Chronicles of 1577, is probably based
upon Johnson's " platte."
The Regent, his forces now augmented by artillery,
as well as by 1000 soldiers and 500 pioneers under
the command of Sir William Drury, Queen Elizabeth's governor of Berwick, invested the castle with
a ring of batteries as shown in Fig. 61. At the same
time he erected three traverses across the High
Street of Edinburgh to safeguard the citizens from
the Castle guns while the Tolbooth and St. Giles'
were protected by ramparts. Thirty-two cannon*
including, it is said, one of the "seven sisters."
were distributed in May as follows. Six guns were
mounted at upper end of the Castle Hill; this
battery, known as "The General's two mounts,"
was under the direct command of Drury and bore
upon the" galay snowt "t, a redan set out on a rocky
spur immediately below the fore-curtain running
from David's Tower to the Constable's Tower.
Four guns, only three of which are shown in Fig. 61,
were placed in the grounds of the Greyfriars. Four
more were set in a position beside St. Cuthbert's
church, called the King's Mount because it was
commanded by the Regent. The others were distributed over two positions on the north and a third
on the south-west, commanded respectively by Sir
George Cary, Sir Henry Lee and Thomas Sutton,
the last-named being Master of the Ordnance in the
north of England.

In 1584 James VI " understanding how his Castell
of Edinburgh, quhair his principal jowellis, moveables, munitionis, and registeris are kepit, sen the
last expugnatioun thairof, is destitute of sindrie
necessar fortifications, beting and repairing of sum
wallis and places decayed, to the greit dangeare of
the same castell " instructed the Earl of Arran, his
chancellor and Captain of the Castle, to inspect the
fortifications and remedy the deficiencies. Arran
was specially charged to make a well inside, wherever
this could be done. 32 Four years later, however,
this" first and principall strenth of the real me " was
still said to require refortification while some of its
" dwelling-houses" were ruinous. 33 Again, between 1615 and 1617 the "King's Lodging," a
15th century structure which abutted on the S.W.
corner of David's Tower, was heightened and
entirely remodelled, preparatory to the king's homecoming in the latter year. In 1639, during the
"Bishops' Wars," the Castle was seized by the
Covenanters but was returned four months later
under the Pacification of Berwick. King Charles
now sent General Sir Patrick Ruthven, who had
served his apprenticeship under Gustavus Adolphus,
with a company of English soldiers to strengthen the
garrison of the fortress which " was then furnished

On the afternoon of the 16th of the month fire
was opened on David's Tower, "Sanct margretis
postrum" and the" Wallace tour quhair the Iron
zet is to the port of the castle,"! and continued
intermittently until the 21st, when the guns brought
their whole weight to bear upon the defences.
" Sanct margretis port" was breached, and on May
26th a " block-house" on the" galay snowt" was
escaladed-no great feat since all but three of its
garrison had been withdrawn-but an assault against
the W. side, timed simultaneously, failed. As it
turned out, the capture of the "snowt" was to

* Including six double cannons, fourteen whole culverins,
two sacres, two mortars, and two bombards shipped from
Berwick to Leith. (Bannatyne Miscellany, ii, p. 80.)
t So called from its resemblance to the prow of a vessel.
t I .e. the Well-House Tower, containing the iron gate
which closed the gateway of the Castle.

§ St. Margaret's Well beside the Well-house Tower had
been poisoned, the well on the spur was no longer available,
the principal well was choked with debris, and a fourth
well was under fire.
11
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with as good gunnes as was in Europe."34 The
document appointing Ruthven Captain and Keeper
is preserved in the Great Hall.
After the General Assembly and Parliament had
met in Edinburgh and the King had refused to ratify
their findings, strife broke out afresh. In 1640 the
Castle was besieged by Ruthven's former comrade,
that" old, little, crooked soldier," General Alexander
Leslie, commander-in-chief of the Covenanting
troops. According to a contemporary witness,
Leslie, knowing the strength of the place, would
have been content to invest it and starve the garrison
out, but "our furious zealotes of the feminine
complectione within the touDe, with ther brethren,
and the ministers . . . will neeua have a formall seidge
layed to the castle". 35 In the operations that
followed, four gun positions were raised by the
besiegers, the first on the S.E., at Greyfriars, firing
24-lb. shot; the second on the W., at St. Cuthbert's,
armed with an equal number of lighter pieces; a
third on the farther side of the North Loch, mounting
seven guns, large but of no great burden; and a
fourth, which proved the most effective, on the N.
side of the Castle Hill, whence eight demi-cannons
played on the front with shot from 36 to 40 lbs.
in weight. The breastwork of the last position
was very massive and had wooden port-holes;
the guns ran on platforms of plank and the whole
was protected at the back by a ditch about 9 ft.
broad, filled with water. According to the practice
of the time, the first stage of the assault was
confined to counter-battery work preparatory to the
breaching or mining of the walls. The defenders,
however, relaxed their fire, it is said for humanitarian
reasons, and Leslie then started to drive a mine from
the N. side of the Castle Hill towards the" spurre "
-the" galay snowt " of Morton's siege. But when
the mine was sprung, the storming party, 250 strong
and led by Major Somerville and Captain Weddell,
were beaten back, for Ruthven had prudently removed his men beyond the radius of the explosion.
Having thus proved by experiment that hunger was
his best weapon, Leslie proceeded to blockade the
approaches and within three months forced a surrender. After the Battle of Philiphaugh, in 1645,
Montrose's men were imprisoned by Leslie in the
Castle; but they soon had to be released as a rising
was feared, and there was grave danger that the
muniments preserved there would be destroyed.
Gordon of Rothiemay's drawing (Fig. 67), executed in 1647, shows that at that date the Castle,
while of great natural strength, was but a small place;
for although the whole Rock had been walled in, the
buildings, with two minor exceptions, were concentrated, as had been the case a century before,
upon the extreme summit at the S.E. corner of the

site. There was the Half-Moon battery on the E.,
behind it the Royal Lodging at right-angles to the
Great Hall, and St. Mary's Church had become the
munition house; beyond these, again, St. Margaret's
Chapel rising on an outcrop to the north. From the
summit a path ran down behind the Chapel, passed
through Morton's Gateway, then either ruinous or
unfinished, and through another gateway below to
enter the" spurre," the ravelin-like forework at the
base of the Half-Moon Battery, whence the outer
gate led over a ditch beyond. Such was the appearance of the Castle which Cromwell, turning towards
Edinburgh after his signal victory at Dunbar,
besieged in 1650, driving two mine-galleries on the
S. side of the Rock with the aid of East Coast colliers
impressed for the purpose. 36 The place surrendered
after three months, not without suspicion of treachery.
An English garrison was thereupon installed and
remained until the Restoration in 1660, when it was
replaced by Scotsmen commanded by the Earl of
Middleton, an old Covenanting general.
Some necessary repairs were effected after the
siege and again in 1662, when Robert Mylne, the
King's Master Mason, * rebuilt the" Foir Bastner."
Then in 1674 a sum of £404 was spent in repairs,
and in the year following, when there was some risk
of rebellion, the Lords of the Treasury recommended
that the Lord Treasurer Depute and the King's
Engineer, John Slezer, should examine and report
upon the defences. 37 The report was probably
illustrated by the plan of that date (Fig. 62), which is
preserved in the British Museum. This shows that
very little extension had taken place since Gordon
made his drawing. Now, however, it was suggested
that new outworks should be constructed on the E.
as well as batteries and entrenchments to command
the W. approaches to the city. In 1677 a contract
for a considerable amount of reconstruction was
entered into between the Lord Lyon King of Arms,
the King's Cash-keeper, the King's Engineer and the
King's Master Mason; and in 1679 Lord Hatton,
His Majesty's Treasurer-Depute, who had visited
and examined the work, was able to report that the
old fortifications had in no way been weakened by
the repairs and additions. As for additions to the
defences, nothing had been built except an angled
breastwork with a dry ditch on the outside, which
was completed but for its coping; but there remained
to be erected two 6o-ft. stretches of wall 16 ft. high
and 4 ft. thick, which had been an afterthought.
It was now proposed to demolish an old, high wall
running from the drawbridge at the second gate (the
present Inner Barrier) to the Half-Moon Battery,
and to build instead another, only 8 ft. high, which
was to be nearer the Battery, the better to cover the

* He was also appointed Master Gunner of the Castle in 1664 (Mylne,
8
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Master Masons to the Crown of Scotland, p. 147.)
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FIG . 59 .-Contemporary view of Edinburgh showing damage done by the Earl of Hertford 's army in 1544
inset, the Castle (enlarged).
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FIG. 60.-Contemporary view of Edinburgh, with Leith in the foreground, showing English forces in action (1547)
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gate. A new drawbridge was also required. It was
further proposed to erect a wall 3 ft. thick and 12 ft.
high on the W. side of the Rock beside the powder
magazine-probably the building shown by Gordon
beside the two cannons which are placed almost
immediately below his " north point"-and another
wall for a battery on the S.W. side. Of the existing
Castle buildings, the armoury'*' required a new floor
and some repair to its roof; the three-storeyed
house beside the Great Hall, which had been burnt
in the last siege, was ready for the roof lead; the new
artillery store, 50 ft. long and 20 wide, was in the
same condition; while a new brew-house on the
S.W. of it had already been slated but required a floor.
A malt-kiln and malt-barn adjacent, both of which
had apparently been erected without authority some
years earlier and were still incomplete, were to be
" slighted" and put to no use on account of their
proximity to the powder magazine. The appearance
of the whole at this date can best be judged from
Fig. 63, which reproduces a drawing also preserved
in the British· Museum and datable to some time
between 1689 and 1707. t
The last and most memorable siege took place in
1689, wlien the " glorious revolution" had already
taken place. King James VII had fled to France,
William of Orange was master of England, and the
rabble was busy with the sack of Holyrood and the
spoiling of the Catholics of Edinburgh. A tumult
which occurred in the city on 9th December, 1688,
had caused the Duke of Gordon to retire to the
fortress, of which he was Captain and Constable,
determined to hold it for J ames. His garrison at
the time comprised no more than four officers and
about 120 men, none of them gunners-a force just
sufficient to man the high guard-house, the "low
guard" and the sally port. With all the formality of
heralds, pursuivants and trumpeters he was summoned to surrender to the new Government. On
the 19tht of March, 1689, Viscount Dundee shook
from off his feet the dust of the Convention of
Estates and, as he passed out of Edinburgh, met the
Duke at a postern on the W. side of the Castle, where
a tablet has been set up inscribed " At this postern
John Graham of Claverhouse, Viscount Dundee,
held a final conference with the Duke of Gordon,
Governor of Edinburgh Castle, on quitting the
Convention of Estates 18th March, 1689." The
postern now seen, which is built up on the inside,

dates only from about 1735§, in which year it and
the whole of the curtain at this side were rebuilt on
General Wade's inl'tructions ;38 nevertheless, the
meeting did actually take place, and Dundee warned
the Duke that he was to be summoned for a second
time to surrender. The Duke thereupon offered
terms to the besiegers, but while these were under
consideration the Cameronians blockaded the Castle
and, finding the negotiations fruitless, he broke them
off. Within a week the Cameronians were relieved
by 1I00 men, all belonging to the old Scots Dutch
Brigade, under the command of General Mackay,
Commander-in-Chief of the Forces in Scotland for
William of Orange. These troops brought ample
supplies, and it is noted that they were furnished
with packs of wool to protect their siege-works.
The posts at the Weigh-House on Castle Hill, at the
West Port and at St. Cuthbert's Church, previously
occupied by the Cameronians, were manned; two
cannon were mounted at the Castle of Collops, a
ruined tower on the S. side of the city, and men
were placed at the old tower of Coates on the W.
The defenders, meanwhile, were not idle. Having
no professional gunners, the Governor chose twelve
of his stoutest men to handle the cannon under the
direction of a Captain Dunbar, who had some expert
knowledge; but what little powder was available
was in none too good condition. The artillery was
augmented on May IIth by the smuggling-in of a
moyen-piece belonging to Sir James Grant, who was
promptly imprisoned for trafficking with the Castle.
At first the blQckade was by no means effective
and communication with the outer world was still
possible through the sally-port, the postern on the
W. Even after this was blocked, the defence discovered a way by which reinforcements could reach
them. It led from the front gate over the North
Loch and, on being advised when to expect arrivalsby means of a signal placed in the window of a house
in the town belonging to a Mrs. Ann Smith-they
would send out a party of six to convoy them.
Mackay and his men next tried to drain the North
Loch. Soon the garrison began to feel privations.
They asked for a parley to obtain some packs of
cards, but this request was refused while a more
urgent plea for the services of a midwife had no
greater success. Worse still, the water supply began
to fail. The high well, on the Half-Moon Battery,
contained only la feet of water, and the others were

• "The Magazine where the a nes lies," presumably
the old church of St. Mary, which stood in the position
now occupied by the National War Memorial.
t The earlier date is established by the appearance, at
the bottom of the drawing, of the trench dug by the Earl
of Leven and his Cameronians in the year specified; and
the later one, as the late Sir R. Rowand Anderson
pointed out in P.S.A.S., xlvii (1912-3), p. 22, by the
fact that the flag of St. Andrew, which ceased to be the

national ensign after the Union of the Parliaments, is
flying above the King's Ludging.

t The 19th of March is accepted as the date of this
meeting on the evidence of a contemporary diary of the
siege. (O.E.C., xvi, p. 184.)
§ About 1912 the foundations of an earlier postern,
too indefinite to be dated, were located by excavation
almost immediately inside the present one.
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dry as Mackay had managed to tap their source. 39
A belated snowfall on May 20th helped matters,
. although the water obtained by collecting and melting
the snow was unwholesome, and was held to be a
contributory cause of the sickness to which many of
the garrison fell victims.
Thus the siege dragged on, although the only
casualty registered up to the 1st of June was a cow
belonging to the Lieutenant-Governor of the Castle,
which was wounded by a musket shot. Sickness
and desertion, however, had left scarcely forty men
fit for duty. Victuals and ammunition were running
short, and there was no hope of succour. On the
11th of June, therefore, the Duke of Gordon, deeming
his plight hopeless, sought a parley with a view to an
armistice, but the conditions laid down by the Duke
of Hamilton, Commissioner for Parliament, were so
onerous that no progress was made. The position
of the garrison was now desperate. It was first
proposed that they should cut their way out, but this
seemed altogether too· hazardous. The Duke of
Gordon then gave liberty to leave to any who wished
to do so, but when the situation was clearly explained
to the troops they "unanimously declaired their
resolution of liveing upon bread and water with his
Grace." Realising however that, although they
might exist for a time" with water instead of drink*
and coarse oatmeale for breade, and old salt herrings
for all kynd of kitchin," there was nevertheless only
enough powder left for eight days, the Duke of
Gordon sought and accepted terms, and the remnant
of his garrison marched out, not in a body but in
twos and threes, while he himself remained on
parole. The bombardment had caused damage
estimated at £30,000.40 Some part of this was
made good in 1695 at a cost of £308 by Robert
Mylne, now Master Mason to King William and
Queen Mary. The history of the Castle after the
ratification of the Treaty of Union on 16th January,
1707, was relatively uneventful.
Comparison of a plan of 1725 (Fig. 64) with
Slezer's plan of 1675 (Fig. 62), makes it clear that
there had been little change in the interval between
those dates. The forework had certainly been
altered, while the drawbridge had been advanced
from the Inner Barrier to an external ditch; but the
approach still ran below the Half-Moon Battery and
its continuation, the Grand Battery, passed through
Morton's Gatehouse and emerged in a battery on
Mill's Mount, above the Well-House Tower. From
there it turned, skirted a battery on the Hawk Hill,
passed St. Margaret's Chapel, now extended as a
church, and crossed the Grand and Half-Moon
Batteries to enter Crown Square. On the N . side of
Crown Square there was a magazine (formerly St.

Mary's Church), on the S. side the Great Hall, then
used as a barracks, on the E. side the King's Lodging
and an earlier building, and on the W. side a narrow
range, the purpose of which is unknown. Near
either end of the approach was a guard-house. On
the W. part of the Rock stood six buildings, the
western most one the powder magazine, the two to
the S.E. of it probably the brewery, barn and kiln,
later used as barracks and a laboratory, and the others,
respectively, a store for ordnance, a coach-house and
an upper guard-house. The summit was divided
into three unequal enclosures by angled walls
trending from N. to S., the E. wall running between
Crown Square and the Hawk Hill and the W. one
passing beside the powder-magazine. In the curtain
of the westernmost division was the sally-port, the
approach to which ascended from the S. and E.
By about 1735 the curtain of the western most
division had been remodelled. By 1742 the outer
ditch had been moved forward to leave a glacis in
front of the forework, and the Governor's House was
in process of construction near the western limit of
the approach. By 1750 the batteries on the Hawk
Hill and on Mill's Mount had been demolished, a
six-gun battery-the present Argyle Battery-had
been constructed facing N., and new quarters for
officers had been erected on the W. side of Crown
Square. It was now proposed to remove the storehouse on the N. side of Crown Square and to substitute barracks, while further projects were an
armoury and a store-house to be set one on each side
of the powder-magazine. All these were carried out.
The principal additions made since that date are
barrack blocks erected on the W. side between 1796
and 1799; the hospital buildings, the N. block of
which is modern and the S. one a reconstruction of
the projected armoury of which mention was made
above; the Gatehouse; and the National War
Memorial. In addition there has been a considerable amount of alteration, repair, and restoration.
Thus, in 1753, the approach was levelled up with
rubbish from the excavations made for the foundations of the Royal Exchange (No. 23), while the
esplanade took shape between 1816 and 1820. The
restoration of Morton's Gateway (the Portcullis
Gate) was carried out in 1887, and that of the Great
Hall followed in the next year.
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
THE WELL-HoUSE TOWER AND WARD.-The lowest
part of the Castle is the 14th-century Well-House
Tower, which stands in West Princes Street Gardens
and covers the N. side of the base of the Castle Rock.
It was supplied by a spring, known as St. Margaret's
Well, which, in 1867, was led to a fountain placed at

• I .e. ale. All through the Middle Ages this had been the common beverage;
cooking only.
II
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the junction of the tower and the end of the wall
mentioned on p. 13. Up to 1821 the spring supplemented the draw-wells of the Castle. 41 The
tower itself stands a little apart from the Rock,
leaving room behind for a covered passage, which
has evidently been walled in and closed by gates at
either end.
When the gardens were laid out in the time of
George IV an accumulation of soil was removed
from the back of the Tower to make way for a path,
and the covered way was then exposed with the
sally-port at its W. end. This was secured by a
draw-bar and other protection. The port opened
out inside to a chasm in the rock about 20 ft. wide in
which a scrambling stair rose to a fissure which is
crowned, about half-way up the rock and immediately above the Tower, by a platform known as the
Crane Bastion or, popularly, as Wallace's Cradle . .
A human skull, much shattered as though by a fall,
was found on the steps near some other bones. A
trench on the E. of the Tower disclosed a deal coffin
containing the skeletons of a male and two females,
thought to be the remains of a man named Sinclair
and his .two sisters who, in 1628, had been drowned
in the North Loch for incest. In and about the
tower were found coins of Oliver Cromwell and
Edward Ill, as well as a single penny thought to
date from the reign of Edward I. Numerous
fragments of bomb-shells, and a 48 lb. shot found
embedded in a breach in one wall, bore witness to
the battering sustained by the tower in 16th-century
and later sieges. 42
Little more than the E. end of the Tower stands
to-day, the maximum height being two storeys. On
plan the structure has consisted of a main block,
running E. and W. and measuring externally about
38 ft. by 30 ft., from the N.E. corner of which a wing
about 10 ft. square, apparently intended to contain
the well, projects diagonally, the opposite corner on
the S.E. being similarly offset, not for symmetry but
to permit access from the upper floor of the main
block across the top of the covered way. The
masonry is rubble, quarried on the spot, relieved by
imported dressings of freestone. The upper part of
the outer walls of the wing are set back in a manner
characteristic of the 14th century. The only windows
left are two narrow lights with chamfered jambs and
lintels facing the covered way.
The plan and construction of the building show
that it combined the functions of well-house and
gatehouse (p. 3). A gatehouse implies an enclosure,
and there is evidence for an enclosure or apron in
front of the Castle more than a quarter of a century
before this tower came to be built. In the sheriff's
account for the year 1336-743 the first entry for the
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constabulary of Edinburgh runs " De mota castri de
Edenburghe cum quadam placea Warda ibidem, que
solebant valere xiij s. per annum, non respondet quia
dicta mota edijicatur, et dicta placea iacet in communi
ante portam, ita quod nihil potuit inde levari." The
mota is, of course, the Castle Rock itself and the
Warda is evidently an enclosure* in front of the gate.
Both Rock and enclosure had apparently been previously let for grazing, but the former was now
being built on while the latter had become a waste,
possibly "propter destruccionem guerre "-the same
reason as caused the revenue from other subjects to
fail for the time being. An entry in the Warden's
accqunts for the year 1339-4044, which speaks of
" making modewalls [i.e. earthen ramparts] around
the castle", indicates the nature of the boundary
if it does not actually' specify its repair.
The construction of the Well-House Tower in
1362 was probably the prelude to rebuilding the
wall of the enclosure in stone, and the area covered by
the enclosure itself at this stage can be inferred. Ori
the N. its wall started at the Well-House Tower
and ran N.E., skirting the S. shore of the North
Loch for a distance of some 850 ft.; at this point it
turned S., ascended the Castle Bank and crossed the
Castle Hill at the water-reservoir. From there it
descended the S. side of the Castle Bank, on the line
taken by the upper end of Castle Wynd, as far as the
S. side of Johnston Terrace, where it turned W.,
half-way down the slope, to meet the wall of the
Barras. 45 There is also some reason for believing
that an extension of this S. section of the enclosure
wall ran eastwards to join up with the S. boundary of
the burgh. The descriptive epithets "sub muro
castri" and "subtus murum castri" came to be
applied to the suburb of Grassmarket, which grew
up immediately to the S., and it is tempting to
believe that the " murus castri" referred to was the
combined S. wall of the ward and its eastward
extension.
The fact that in 1530 two burgh properties, one
situated in Grassmarket and the other on the Castle
Hill, are said to be bounded by the Castle Bank, in
one case on the N., and in the other on the W.,
rather suggests that the enclosure was by this time
no longer complete. This inference is supported by
the view of 1573 (Fig. 61) and by Slezer's drawing
of ante 1697, to the extent that no wall is shown on
the S. while that on the E. is no more than a garden
wall; again, the view of 1544 (Fig. 59), drawn from
such a position that the N. stretch of the wall is
hidden, does not show the stretch on the E. which
ran S. from the North Loch to the Castle Hill.
Gordon's map of 1647 (Fig. 67), on the other hand,
shows the N. stretch as angled, and its return on the

* No doubt a fortified enclosure, as the word" placea " implies a locus munitus. Cf. Du Cange, Glossarium Mediae
et Infimae Latinitatis, s.v.
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E. as the outer wall of a lane terminating at the
uppermost houses on the N. side of the Castle Hill;
while from the houses on the opposite side, there is a
garden wall running S. on the E. side of Castle
Wynd. A similar wall bounds a series of eight
gardens behind the buildings of the Grassmarket.
Our latest authority is Maitland, who wrote before
1753; he traces the course of the wall from the
fragments visible in his time (see p. lxiv), and does
not mention the S. side of the enclosure although
he does refer to its continuation to the E.
All that survives to-day is a stretch of walling
extending 50 feet N.E. from a circular bastion
adjoining the N.E. corner of the Well-House Tower.
Maitland further records that "The small Halfmoon between the End of the Wall and the Tower,
seems to have been added since the Erection of the
said Wall and Tower," and his inference is probably
correct as the projection may have been formed to
contain the well once the tower itself had fallen into
ruin. He continues" And without the said Tower,
to the Westward, at the Distance of about eighty
Yards seems to have been an Outwork, by the
Remains of a strong stonern Wall adjoining to the
Castle Rock." This was probably a barbican
intended to canalise the approach to Well-House
and Ward.
THE ApPROACH.-The approach to the Castle
itself is by way of the Esplanade, across the head of
which runs the Dry Ditch constructed some time
between 1725 and 1742. The ditch is now traversed
by a modern drawbridge, some scanty remains of an
earlier bridge being seen on the left-hand side. The
way of accesS then passes through an arched pend in
the modern gatehouse, in the walls of which are
inserted two interesting 17th-century panels sculptured with trophies of arms. On one of these the
cannon known as Mons Meg (p. 23) can be identified.
Inside and facing the back of the gate-house rises the
Half-Moon Battery, constructed in 1574 and commanding the whole of the Old Town, which lies from
one hundred to three hundred feet below. About
20 ft. below the parapet can be seen a gunloop,
masked until recently by the wall of the battery;
this was formed in the old curtain on the N. side of
David's Tower at some time in the early 16th century,
and is consequently the oldest gunloop in the Castle.
The report of 1572 (p. 6) mentions six cannons in
this part of the defences.
The access next skirts the N. base of the Battery
up to the Inner Barrier, known as the" 2d gate" in
the 17th century, when it was protected by a drawbridge, and then runs up to the former position of
the" Constable's Tower," which is to-day occupied
by the Portcullis Gate, or Morton's Gateway. The
lower part of this latter building dates from 1574,
and contains a vaulted transe adapted for two outer
doors in two leaves, a portcullis, and an inner door,
13
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also in two leaves. The outer archway has an
architectural framework of the period with superimposed double pilasters at each side. On a stringcourse above, two seated lions rest as finials and
flank an heraldic achievement. The heraldic panel,
which exhibits the Royal Arms of Scotland below a
crown, is modern, but the base and entablature are
original. The frieze is enriched with hearts and
mullets, charges which pertain to the Douglas coats
of arms. The archway at the inner end of the
transe is plain. A heavily barred window above
lights a vaulted portcullis-room resting on the
transe.
On emerging from the gatehouse the road runs
between the Argyle Battery on the right, where
there was an inner gate, and the " long stairs" on
the left, the latter a short cut to the summit of the
Rock, partly rebuilt in 1785. It then winds round a
shoulder and, entering through Foog's Gate (Fig.
73), which dates from the 17th century, reaches the
inner enclosure known as The Citadel, which it
should be remembered had been the only fortified
portion of the site down to the middle of the 16th
century.
ST. MARGARET'S CHAPEL.-Upon the highest part
of the summit stands the earliest and most interesting
of the surviving buildings, St. Margaret's Chapel,
which, if it could be proved to be contemporary with
that Queen, would be the oldest extant church of
the Roman rite in Scotland. The architectural
evidence, however, suggests that, although possibly
incorporating some undefined part of an earlier
building, it was built by one or other of her two
younger sons, Alexander and David. It is the only
remnant of a group of buildings once associated with
her name. Her chamber, for example, still existed
in 1278,46 while "Sanct Margareth's Tour" and
" Zet" perished only in 1573. The chapel itself
lost its identity after the Cromwellian siege and was
put to secular use. Its rediscovery, which took
place in 1845, was due to Sir Daniel Wilson; it
was then occupied as a magazine, for which purpose
a floor, served by a doorway in the gable, had been
intruded at the W. end, while the whole E. end was
covered by a comparatively modern garrison-chapel.
The building brought to light through Wilson's
efforts was restored in 1853. On plan it is oblong,
measuring externally 31 ft. 7 in. from E. to W. by
14 ft. 4 in. across the W. gable and 16 ft. across the
E. one. It comprises a nave, 15 ft. 10 in. by 10 ft.
4 in., opening by a chancel arch 5 ft. I in. wide into
an apsidal sanctuary, 9 ft. 7 in. long and 10 ft. wide,
which is asymmetrical with the nave. Its outward
appearance is certainly archaic, but the structure is
loftier than when first built as, at some date after
1573, the rock was quarried away on three sides
to improve the access to buildings then under

I.
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construction to the E., and three sides of the chapel
had then to be underpinned. Above the underpinning
and below a later rebuilding of the wall-head, the
original cubical ashlar facework remains as a band
with a maximum height of ten courses, the cliff still
rising intact on the N. side only. It is from that
side that the chapel is entered. The entrance,
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been built up. The S. wall contains three Romanesque windows, only the one on the W. being
untouched. There is a fifth Romanesque window,
with one side restored, high up in the W. gable as
well as a built-up 17th-century doorway at the
natural level of the rock. None of these primary
windows is of the "double-splayed" variety still

-- 1+1+1~lb
l IHI1~~I+I~I_obl______-1I_o_______2+-roFEET

_JOHN 5

TON

Fig. 68.-Edinburgh Castle (No. r); site plan, from plans supplied by the Ministry of Works.

situated at the W . end of the 'N. wall, has been
restored. Farther E. can be traced a doorway
apparently forced through the wall of the sanctuary.
In course of time this opening fell out of use, and in
the 18th century it was converted into a locker. In
the E. gable is a Romanesque window with modern
, dressings beneath a 17th-century window which nas

current in outlying regions at the close of the 11th
century. All are single-splayed to the inside and
have semi-circular heads, wrought from a single
stone. The jambs and heads are chamfered and
have a rebate for a shutter near the outside. · The
stained glass is modern; it was designed and
executed by Douglas Strachan, LL.D., H.R.S.A.
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The chapel is very plain internally, but on the
testimony of Barbour'7 it was ornamented in the
14th century with at least one painted allegory said
to have been left by Queen Margaret. To-day the
walls are of exposed ashlars, all of which have been
re-dressed. The nave, lit by one window to the W.
and two to the S., was originally open to the timber
roof but is now covered by a modern vault of ashlar.
The chancel screen does not seem to have been
bonded very closely into the side walls, a fact which
has suggested that it might have been inserted into
an earlier fabric; but the plan as a whole implies
that there has always been a screen in this position,
as its archway is centred with the nave and not with
the sanctuary. Built in two orders, the archway has
two nook-shafts on each side, both of which have
been restored. The cushion-capitals, moulded bases
and surbases are, however, original. The arch, also
in two orders, both heavily enriched with a chevron
pattern, rises from a three-sided impost-moulding
and has a hood-moulding with a chip-carved pattern,
that of the lowest voussoir on the left side differing
from the rest. The back of the archway is plain.
From its detail and design this screen cannot be
earlier than the first decade of the 12th century and
is more likely to date from I I 10-20.
The apse of the sanctuary is stilted. The floor is
raised on a step above the level of the nave. The
roof is a semi-dome. Light is obtained from two
windows facing respectively E. and S. The absence
of a window on the N. seems to imply that an
adjoining building originally stood outside. The N.
wall contains an original locker, between which and
the chancer arch is a press contrived from the
embrasure of the doorway previously mentioned.
In the S.E. side is a bracket-piscina, the bowl of
which has been restored. Below the roadway to the
S.W. two skeletons were found in 1912; they were
uncoffined and lay side by side facing E. The
smaller was certainly and the larger almost certainly
male, and the larger had apparently belonged to a
person of great stature. Both were fully developed
but, in view of the condition of the teeth, could
hardly have been of very advanced age.
THE FORE-WELL.-On the E. of the chapel the
head of the "Long Stairs," once closed by "St.
Margaret's 'Gate," rises to the nearer end of the
Fore-Wall Battery, whose name is possibly a corruption of Fore-Well, for the well itself lies at the
farther end. It is 110 ft. deep, but the upper 24 ft.,
circular in section and steened with ashlar, is an
extension. The lower part, hewn through the rock,
is about 10 ft. square, tapering to 4 ft. square at the
bottom. This is apparently the well that was filled
in when the Castle was dismantled in 1313. Choked
with debris in the siege of 1573, it was cleaned out
and extended in 1574 to suit the new system of
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defences, while latterly it supplied three storage
tanks built within the ruins encased by the HalfMoon Battery. When it was cleaned out in 1913 no
objects of special interest were found. Immediately
N. of the well the Fore-Wall Battery joins the rounded
end of the Half-Moon Battery, the wall of which
had to be repaired farther E. after 1639, at a point
where a broad buttress can still be seen.
THE HALF-MoON BATTERY.-The Half-Moon
Battery, constructed in 1574, mounts nine guns.
Its breast wall, with a maximum height of 80 ft. on
the S. side, is built of rubble in four tiers which
recede as they rise. The parapet and gun-loops were
last rebuilt in the 18th century.
DAVID'S TOWER.-On the building of the HalfMoon Battery the existence of David's Tower was
forgotten. In 1891, however, the late Hippolyte J.
Blanc, R.S.A., a well-known architect responsible
for some restoration work in the Castle, tentatively
identified an embrasure in a cellar below the battery
as 14th-century work and as possibly forming part
of the Tower. In 1912 Professor Baldwin Brown,
Dr. Thomas Ross and Mr. Oldrieve, three members
of this Commission to whom had been delegated the
survey of the historical buildings of Edinburgh, on
inspecting the older parts of the Castle arrived at
the same conclusion, which a trial exploration by
H.M. Office of Works on 12th August, 1912, proved
to be well founded. The whole was then completely
excavated,48 when it was found that David's Tower
still stood within the battery to a maximum height of
50 ft. on the S., while the N. side had been reduced
to its foundation. It had been built on a terrace in
advance of the enceinte, and while it may conceivably
have been 60 ft. high in front, as reported in 1572
(p. 6), there had been a difference of at least 15 ft.
where the rock rose behind.
When it stood its final assault in 1573, the Tower
was oblong on plan, measuring externally 56 ft.
from N.W. to S.E. by 52 ft. from S.W. to N.E., but
as first built it was L-shaped, although the reentrant on the S.E. seems from the beginning to
have been enclosed as a barbican, which apparently
had an arched entrance facing N .E. In the first
scheme the barbican appears to have been only 8 ft.
6 in. wide. Whether it took final shape like this is
uncertain, for the gable of the wing has been extended eastwards so as to give additional width to the
forework, and the gable and its extension look contemporary, both parts being thickened towards the
base by means of an identical and continuous scarcement. But in any case the Tower, as already
mentioned, was subsequently extended by the remodelling of the barbican for habitation. Curtains
were attached to it on two sides. In the 16th
century the N. curtain extended from the N.E.
corner of the main block; a short stretch of the
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Fig. 69.-Edinburgh Castle (No. I); David's Tower and the Palace. From drawings supplied by the Ministry of Works.
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FIG. 73.-Foog's Gate, on th e site of St. lVl ar garet's postern.

FIG. 74 .- St. Margaret's Chapel from
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Fre. 8 1 .-Royal Arms in Queen Mary's room.
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FIG. 83.-The Governor's H ouse.
EDINBURGH CASTLE (No. I).
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FIG. 84.-The Parliament I-louse (No. 29), after Cordon of Rothiemay.

FIG . 85.- £Jinburgh Castle (No . I ); Half-Moon Battery ancl Palace mock from John ston Terrace.
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90.-Edinburgh Castle (N'o. r); the Sceptre, with the scabbard and baldric of the Sword of State.
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FIG. 9z.-Edi nburgh Castle (No. I)

j

the hilt of the Sword of State.

Tofacep .1 7·

BURGH OF]

INVENTORY OF MONUMENTS IN EDINBURGH

inside of this extension, with its gun-loop, is still
visible, while the outside has also recently been
exposed by piercing the wall of the Half-Moon
Battery. There is, however, reason to suppose that
the primary curtain stood farther back, possibly in
line, or nearly in line, with the W. or back wall of the
Tower, from the N.W. corner of which its wall-walk
might have been gained by a newel-stair, to be
mentioned presently. There is no uncertainty as to
the S. curtain, for a stretch of it survives below the
Half-Moon Battery. It runs S. in alinement with
the E. wall of the wing and then swings back, as
though to meet the rock on the S.W. In the short
straight stretch beside the wing is the lower part of
a postern, from the threshold of which a narrow
uneven path threads its way down the Rock towards
the town. In the E. re-entrant formed by the S.
curtain and the Tower stood a low buttress.
This curtain has been built against an existing
gable, and may even be later than the conversion of
the barbican into habitable quarters as at one place
it has had to be set back to avoid blocking a tiny
window in the extension. The postern, on the other
hand, seems to be contemporary with a primary
doorway inside the Tower. Curtains and Tower
alike are. built in rubble with ashlar dressings, the
latter heavily chamfered at the voids. The general
appearance of the masonry indicates that construction
was spread over several years.
In an age when the sapper and the miner had
already begun to perfect their arts, openings were
confined as far as possible to the upper part of
castle walls, and in that respect David's Tower is no
exception to the general rule. The only exposed
opening on the ground floor is an entrance situated
in the E. wall of the wing, exactly on the axis of a
barbican 8 ft. 6 in. wide, one side of the foundation
of which still survives below ground. This narrow
doorway, built in ashlar and adapted for an iron gate
secured by a draw-bar, has a chamfered margin and
pointed head, the latter formed in two stones.
From the threshold a straight flight of eight steep
steps leads through the front wall to a lobby. The
wall has a total thickness of 8 ft. 3 in., the inner
3 ft. of which was added before the upper floor came
to be built. Evidence that the Tower stood clear of
the rock behind it is afforded by an archer-slot in the
back wall of the lobby, fish-tailed at top and bottom,
and accompanied by the customary locker in one
side of the spacious embrasure. The soffit of the
embrasure is flagged, the flags being supported on
transverse arches, and its floor was stepped. At the S.
end of the lobby is a pit in the floor, 4 ft. wide and
5 ft. 6 in. deep, situated immediately in front of a
doorway in the gable of the wing. The cavity is an
original provision.
The doorway, when first discovered, was thought
to have been an entrance formed out of an original
G
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window when the conversion of the barbican made
the previous entrance an internal door, and there is
something to be said for the limited inference that
it is not original. Thus, the masonry on the side
next the lobby seems to have been disturbed; the
uppermost rybat on the left-hand side is obviously
an "eke"; the rear lintel does not fit the jambs;
there is no provision for a draw-bar; and with one
exception all the other doorways are arched, not
lintelled. On the other hand, the pointed relievingarch above, considered in conjunction with the pit,
suggests that it had always been the intention to have
an entrance in this wall, gained possibly from the
terrace at the back by means of a wooden gallery.
If this was so, however, the arrangement was soon
abandoned in favour of the one now seen, which
cannot be much later than the primary one. The
doorway that exists in the gable of the wing was
closed on the S. side by an iron" yett," as well as
by two wooden doors, the latter so contrived that
they jammed unless opened in order and with care.
Its purpose seems to have been to give entry to the
wall-walk on the S. curtain by way of a bretaschethis curtain is said to have been 24 ft. high in 1572
and the threshold of the door is about 25 ft. above
the general level of the rock outside. On the
opposite or N. side of the lobby an arched doorway,
provided with a draw-bar, was discovered built-up;
this gave entry through a passage running across the
N. end of the main block to a newel-stair at the
farther end and within the N.W. corner of the tower.
When the general arrangement is considered, the
part played by the three doorways seems clear.
That in the E. wall of the wing gave entry to the lobby,
which could also be entered from the wall-walk of
the curtain. Even if the lobby were seized by
assault, the way of the assailants was barred both to
the superstructure and to the curtain, and, once
inside, they were trapped-on the one hand they
were open to attack from above as the lobby had a
wooden ceiling, probably a movable decking, and, on
the other, they had no room to fight as the pit and
the top of the steps at the E. entrance reduced the
already limited space. It is obvious that on neither
of the two floors for which there is evidence was the
wing intended for habitation; it was purely for
defence.
On the E. side of the passage previously mentioned
a central doorway admits to a cellar in the main
block. This may have contained within its N .W.
corner a narrow cell, like a prison, entered from the
passage by a second doorway farther N., for which a
single stop-chamfered rybat is the sole evidence.
On the other hand, the cellar may have occupied the
whole of the main block to the E. of the passage, in
which case its dimensions must have been about
30 ft. 6 in. by 23 ft. It does not seem to have been
vaulted. The only surviving feature is a small, high
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S. window, with an embrasure sloping steeply down- heightened subsequently, and that the opening was
wards as it penetrates the wall.
provided in the first instance to overlook the wallThe first floor of the main block, reached from walk.
below by the newel-stair at the N.W. corner, had a
Some little time before the siege of 1573 the line
single apartment, probably the "Lord's Hall" of the curtain on the N. side of David's Tower had
that is on record in 1517. Its arrangement is un- already been established at the N.E. corner of the
known. A doorway at the S.W. corner, now blocked building. Here was formed the gun-loop menon the inner side by a 16th-century vault, led to the tioned on_p. 17, opening at the back into a vaulted
upper storey of the wing, which is still complete cellar built against the N . wall of the Tower. The
although its superstructure has vanished, the plat- back wall of the cellar, running in alinement with
form of the Half-Moon Battery being only about 2 ft. that of the Tower, may nearly occupy the position
above it. The W. wall of the wing contains an of an earlier curtain as was suggested tentatively on
arched doorway adapted for two doors, which gave p. 17. In it is a doorway, flanked by two windows,
access by means of a bridge to the higher part of the all three openings dating from the 16th century.
Rock on the W., and at a later time communicated
The manner in which the Half-Moon Battery has
with the undercroft of the Palace (p. 22). The S. enclosed the fragments of the Tower can best be
wall contains a lintelled doorway, now built up, grasped from the plan on p. 16; but it may be said
possibly the entrance to a cramped stair intended to here that the E. end of the .main block, like the
lead to the superstructure. In the E. wall is an adjoining end of the extension, was reinforced with a
embrasure with an archer-slot, fish-tailed at either packing of rubble, that vaults were constructed over
end, intend_e d to protect the entrance below. An the space between the Battery wall on the S. and the
account for flooring, dated 1517, suggests that there building, and that the cavities below were filled in
was a mid-chamber above the" Lord's Hall."
with soil. Two fragments of glass flagons, found
Th~ first major alteration traceable on the Tower
amidst the rubbish in the wing, indicate that this
was the conversion of the barbican into habitable was done some time after 1581. Rather later a
rooms, effected by reconstructing the E. wall and series of water-tanks fed from the fore-well was
rebuilding and heightening the one to the S. It was introduced beneath the N. part of the battery, that
observed during the excavation of 1912-3 that the S. is to say, within the ruin of the main block and the
wall of the main block had been damaged by shell- vaulted cellar on its N. side, vaulted cellars being
fire, and fragments of a shell were found below the constructed for their reception. The greater part
scar. 49 Since explosive shell was only introduced of the main block is occupied by two cellars, one
into England in 1543, it seemed to follow that the over the other, while two other cellars stand side by
extension was subsequent to that date. Further, the side farther N. at the level of the upper one. It is
Tower as represented in the view of 1544 (Fig. 59) through these cellars that the ruin of the tower is
was thought to be L-shaped, while that drawn in now visited.
1573 (Fig. 61) was certainly square, and it has conCROWN SQUARE.-On the S.W. side of the Halfsequently been concluded that the alteration must Moon Battery is an enclosure known as Crown
have been made between those dates. But it is by Square or the Palace Yard. Next to St. Margaret's
no means certain that Fig. 59 actually depicts an Chapel this is the highest part of the whole Castle.
L-shaped tower, the shell might have entered It is bounded on the N. by the Scottish National
through a breach in the extension, and such details War Memorial, which stands in the position once
as can be seen in the masonry suggest that the occupied by St. Mary's Church, a building which is
conversion followed within a century of the first on record as having been reconstructed in the 14th
building.
century and which appears to have been again
The extension is vaulted at the level of the first remodelled in the 15th century, if we may judge
floor and may have had, at one end, a loft at an by some carved fragments preserved in an upper
intermediate level. On the E. was a plain fireplace, floor of the Portcullis Gate. On the W. is a block
above which was a high window. The S. wall has a recently adapted as a Military museum; this dates
fair-sized central window with a recessed breast, from the mid-18th century, although one end of it
flanked on the E. by a garderobe within the thickness rests on an earlier undercroft. The Great Hall,
of the wall at the S.E. corner, and on the W. by a which determined the lay-out of the Square, stands
second window, very small and awkwardly placed. on the S. and the Palace Block rises on the E. facing
Its embrasure, for example, as it runs outwards, the town. The historic buildings are thus confined
trends so far to the W. that the external aperture to the E. and S. sides, some part of the S.E. corner
would have been blocked by the curtain outside if probably representing a certain "great chamber"
the wall-face in front had not been set back to clear built between 1433 and 1438.50 The plan of the
it; it may be, of course, that the curtain has been buildings that existed in 1754 is given in Fig, 93,
18
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and armour, apart from which the only feature of
special interest is the fine, open timber roof. This
has hammer-beams, carved with human and animal
masks, set out on Renaissance corbels carved with
such motifs as portraits, said to be those of King
James IV and Margaret Tudor; the same king's
initials, I R 4, below a crown; the Royal Arms
below a crown; a cherub's head; a fleur-de-lys;
thistle and rose slips in a vase; and a sun in splendour
containing the sacred monogram I H S in the
centre, surmounted by a cross.

'and this may be compared with Fig. 94, which
.shows the present arrangement. In the latter plan,
only the principal building-periods are indicated.
THE GREAT HALL.-In consequence of inequalities
in the site the Great Hall is complicated in its
arrangement. On the S. and W. the Rock has
descended in natural terraces, on which two vaulted
storeys have been constructed to form a base for
the main building at the level
of Crown Square.
As might be expected, the lower
series of vaults is
shallower than the
upper one. From
the outset two of
10
SUB-VAULTS
100 FEET the lower vaults
I , ! I
I I I I I
were set apart as
FIG. 95.-Edinburgh Castle (No. 1\; prisons, but the
the sub-vaults. From .plans supplied 1a r g er v a u 1t s
by the Ministry of Works.
above were also
utilised at the turn of the 18th and 19th centuries for
Dutch and French prisoners of war, some of whom
have left their names behind (Fig. 80). The outer wall
of the upper vaults is set back from the wall-face
below, to leave room for a parapet-walk from which
two compartments are entered. Three compartments on each floor are entered by way of a vaulted
passage on the W., while two on the upper floor
are reached from the E. The windows overlooking
the parapet-walk are heavily barred.

1,1
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THE PALACE BLOCK.-Save at the S.E. corner,
which is irregularly recessed, this block is continuous
and rectangular. If Gordon's drawing can be
relied upon, however, in 1647 the older S. half was
L-shaped, with a re-entrant towards the square
which appears from Slezer's view (Fig. 62) to have
been filled in before 1707. As on the S., the Rock
had been terraced towards the E. and a level base
was obtained by erecting a single series of vaulted
cellars upon the lower level. The gap between
David's Tower and the top of the Rock was filled up
with masonry. The Palace Block runs at an acute
angle to David's Tower, the buried W. wall of which
its N.E. corner seems to penetrate; if that be so, it
might be held to imply that the N. end of the block
was later than the reduction of the Tower in 1573an inference which the contemporary view given in
Fig. 61 might be thought to confirm. That illustration, however, must be regarded with some suspicion
since it also omits such a conspicuous feature as the
Great Hall; moreover, some architectural detail on
the E. wall of the block cannot be later than the 16th
century, while the vaulted undercroft has all the
appearance of 15th- or 16th-century work. The
probability is, therefore, that David's Tower stood
isolated for a relatively short time only, and soon
acquired as a neighbour the forerunner of the Palace
Block.

i

The Hall itself, built in the reign of James IV,
'rests on the upper vaults but covers a smaller area,
measuring externally only 95 by 41 ft., and the
ancillary rooms have accordingly had to be accommodated in adjoining buildings at either end, both of
which have been rebuilt. Thus the chamber of
dais occupied a first floor on the E., while the kitchen
stood to the W. until it was removed in the 17th
century. For nearly two hundred years the Hall
was used as a barrack and hospital; two intermediate floors were introduced for these purposes
and the general remodelling was so extensive that
the restoration of 1888 had to be equally drastic.
Much of the building now seen is consequently
modern. There is least alteration on the S. side,
where only the windows and roof-parapet have been
restored. Yet even on the side towards Crown
Square there is some evidence of the 16th-century
arrangement. For example, one can tell that the
original entrance was large and central, and that it
was masked in front by a covered passage of wood
such as existed at the same time on the opposite
wall of St. Mary's Church. The present entrance
at the W. end of the N. wall is modern. The interior
has been transformed to house a collection of arms

The older masonry of the Palace Block is of rubble,
in contrast to the ashlar of the superstructure at the
N. end which was rebuilt in 1615. On the E. and
S. sides can be traced a parapet-walk. There have
been three oriel windows facing E. on the first floor,
the base of the S. one extending to the rock and the
other two being corbelled out. Such oriels were a
characteristic feature of the architecture of the
second half of the 16th century; Cardinal Beaton's
house (No. 84) in the Cowgate, for example, had just
such another. 51 Apart from a few exceptions, the
early windows were enlarged in the 17th century.
Two storeys were added to the N. end in the early
17th century, and the ashlar work on the exposed
side has been extensively damaged by shell-fire.
On the lower storey there are two pedimented windows facing E. which exhibit carved swags, surmounted by crowns, within the tympana, one of
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them also bearing the incised initials I (acobus) R (ex)
6. There are three windows above; they are
generally similar to those of the lower storey, but the
central one bears the date 1616 below the Crown,
with a fleur-de-lys on the left and a rose and portcullis on the right. On either side of this central
window is an architectural framework with a finely
enriched border. The one on the right formerly contained a panel with the Royal Arms, for which a plain
panel has been substituted, while its neighbour still
displays the Crown, Sceptre and Sword of State, all
badly mutilated, above a strapworked cartouche.
Both achievements were carved by William Wallace,
King's Master Mason, and were defaced on Cromwell's instructions.
The N . elevation stands three storeys above the
level of Crown Square, the upper storeys being an
addition, as on the E. In the centre rises a semioctagonal stair-tower with an ogival roof, dated 1615
on a scrolled cartouche. On the W. of this can be
seen an earlier window, now built up, while the other
openings are of the 17th century. The two doorways, one in the tower and the other beside the N.E.
corner) have finely moulded architraves. The larger
windows are pedimented; the lowest one is enriched
with Crown and swags, the intermediate one with
the Honours, and the uppermost with a thistle slip
between a rose and a harp. The W. side of the N.
end has also a stair tower, which has been heightened.
The windows here are unadorned. The block has
a platform-roof, whose embattled parapets are
enriched with unpierced cannon-shaped spouts. At
two corners are square" rounds," now open to the
sky. The section between the N. end and the S.E.
corner of Crown Square, as already explained, is
probably an addition to the earlier part behind, and,
if this is the case, three 16th-century features which
appear here must all have been removed from elsewhere and inserted. The first is a good rusticated
Italianate doorway (in Fig. 77) surmounted by the
second, a scrolled cartouche bearing a monogram of
letters M A H, for M(ary) A(nd) H(enry Darnley),
flanked by the date 1566. The third, an armorial
panel, is at a still higher level; it exhibits a shield
below a closed crown, but the charges, said to have
represented the Royal Arms,52 are wholly illegible.
The undercroft of the E. block includes five
vaulted cellars while the return wing on the S. has
four living-rooms at the same level, both parts
having internal access to the floor above. From the
level of Crown Square upwards the E. block is a
" double house," that is to say it is divided lengthwise by a central partition. In all there were six or
seven rooms on each floor. The apartments appropriated to the use of Charles I faced E., the" laich "

dining-room occupying the N.E. corner at the level
of the square, with the kitchen adjoining at the N.W.
corner. Both in the dining-room and in the withdrawing-room. which lies on its S. side, are mutilated
fireplaces of the 16th century, while the kitchen has
two large ones both probably of the century following.
Apart from such details, the rooms show little evidence of their former arrangement and much less of
their former magnificence, to which the buildingaccounts still extant in H.M. General Register House
bear witness. The W. stair gives access to the
vaulted strong-room where the Regalia were sealed
up in 1707 on the Union of the Parliaments.
At the entrance is an iron "yett" in good
preservation, measuring 6 ft. 3 in. by 3 ft. 3! in.
and formed of unusually substantial bars. This
still retains its padlock, perhaps the only one now
extant. The hasp seems to have been broken when
the place was forced in 1794. 53
The birthplace of King James VI and I is a tiny
room of irregular shape in the older part of the block,
lit by a window facing E. which originally possessed
a mullion and transom. The lower part of the walls
has modern oak-panelling, but the upper part is
lined with boards while the wooden ceiling is
divided into four panels by moulded ribs. On the
side opposite the window are painted the arms of
the house of Stewart, accompanied by monograms
of the initials M Rand J R and the date 19th June,
1566, with the following prayer below in Gothic
lettering : LORD JESU CHRYST THAT CROUNIT WAS WITH
THORNSE,
PRESERVE THE BIRTH QUHAIS BADGIE* HEIR IS BORNE,
AND SEND HIR SONNE SUCCESSIONE TO REIGNE STILL
LANG IN THIS REALME, IF THAT BE THY WILL
ALS GRANT, 0 LORD QUHATEVER OF HlR PROSEED
BE TO THY GLORlE HONER AND PRAIS SOBlED. t
The whole was apparently repainted in 1617.
THE GOVERNOR'S HousE.-This structure, built
towards the W. side of the Rock for the use of the
Governor, store-keeper and master-gunner, is a
typical example of the architecture of the mid-18th
century. Designs for it had originally been made in
1740, but two years later amended drawings showing
increased accommodation were prepared, and to
these the House was built. It is oblong on plan,
the higher central part, which contains the Governor's
own quarters, having a double basement, two upper
floors and an attic, while the pavilion-ends housing
his subordinates contain one upper floor and an
attic above the basement. Each set of rooms had a
garden with a latrine at the far end. As the plan
and front elevation are illustrated in Figs. 96 and 83,
further particulars need not be given.

t Probably for" so be it."

.. Badge, coat of arms.
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ORDNANCE, "ETc.-No account of the Castle would
be complete without reference to Mons Meg, a
15th-century iron bombard which was known in the
two last decades of that century simply as " Mons"
or "Monce", and after 1650 as "Muckle Meg."
It stands beside St. Margaret's Chapel on an oak
carriage, presented in 1934. The name suggests
that the piece was made at Mons in Flanders. It is
composed of bars of iron welded together, over

[EDINBURGH

The Crown (Fig. 87) consists, in its lower portion,
of a fillet of gold enriched with flat wire mouldings
and twenty-two large stones interspersed with pearls.·
The fillet is heightened with ten crosses-fleury,

originally enriched with pearls and topazes, some of
which are now missing, alternating with ten fleursde-Iys of plain gold, unadorned. Both crosses and
fleurs-de-lys are raised on rays. Between each cross
and fleur-de-lys there is a ray bearing a pearl ;t and
below the crosses and fleurs-de-lys there are settings
which were originally filled alternately with diamonds
and blue enameL! The Crown is closed with
arches of flat gold wire with a moulding on each edge
and decorated with gold and red enamelled oakleaves. At the point where the arches meet is placed
an orb of gold, enamelled blue and jewelled with
stars; this is surmounted by a large cross-pattee,
decorated with enamel, an amethyst, and very fine
oriental pearls, which bears the legend I R 5 on a
small oblong panel. The bonnet, which is modern,
is adorned with four large oriental pearls each set in
an ornament of pierced and enamelled gold of
similar manufacture to the orb and cross-pattee.
The Crown in its present form appears to date from
1540, when an older crown was reconstructed with
additional gold from the mint; but the jewels,
arches, mound, and cross-pattee are of earlier date.
The present weight of the whole is 56 oz. 5 dwt.
(Tray).
The Sceptre (Fig. 89) which is 231 in. long, consists of a hexagonal rod, a head, and a globe surmounted by a finial. The whole is of silver-gilt
with the exception of the globe and finial. The rod
is divided into three parts by knops, the lowest,
which forms the handle, being plain, and the others
being decorated on three faces with engraved ornamentation. The cipher of James V appears at the
top of the central portion, one character being
engraved on each of the undecorated faces of the rod.
The head is divided vertically into three parts by
floriated dolphins, between which stand the figures
of the Virgin and Child, St. James, and St. Andrew,
all with canopy-work above. The globe is of rockcrystal, and the egg-shaped finial, supported by an
open ornament of wires, is of silver gilt and is surmounted by a large Scottish pearl. The sceptre was
presented by Pope Alexander VI to J ames IV in
1494, but it was altered and almost entirely remade
in 1536 by order of James V.
The Sword of State (Figs. 86, 92) is 4 ft. 61 in. in
length over all, the blade measuring 3 ft. 3 in. and
the handle I ft. 31 in. The blade, which has been
broken and welded, bears the legend JVLIVS II PONT
MAX N and figures believed to represent SS. Peter
and Paul, all etched and with the etching filled in
with gold. The handle is of hammered silver plate,
decorated in repousse and gilded, but the gilding is
now very much worn. The guard is 171 in. from

• There were originally twenty-two pearls, but two are
now missing.
t One pearl is missing. In another case a Scottish pearl

appears to have been substituted for the original oriental one.
t Two of the diamonds have disappeared and one of the
settings that contained enamel is missing.

FIG. g6.-Edinburgh Castle (No. I) ; the Governor's House
in 1742. From a plan supplied by the Ministry of Works.

which iron rings have been shrunk, and may have
been breech-loading as the breech-block appears to
be screwed in. The over-all length is 13 ft. 2 in.,
the weight is 5 tons, and the calibre is 19t in. With
iron shot of 1125 lbs. the piece had a range of 1500
yards, with a stone shot of 549 lbs. the range would
be 2900 yards. A full account of this gun will be
found in the Archaeological Journal, x, pp. 25-32,
and also in P.S.A .S., I (1915-6), pp. 198 ff.
The Argyle Battery mounts six muzzle-loading
eighteen-pounders of the late 18th century. The
collection of arms in the Great Hall includes the
following Scottish pieces :-2 Lochaber axes, 17th18th century; I voulge, 16th-17th century; a
number of basket-hilted broad-swords, 18th-19th
century; 4 Highland targes and a dirk, all 18th
century; Scottish pistols, 18th-19th century.
THE REGALIA. 54-The Regalia proper, the" Honours of Scotland," consist of the Crown, the Sceptre,
and the Sword of State. Associated with them in
the Crown Room are a rod known as the Lord High
Treasurer's Mace and certain jewels bequeathed to
George III by Henry, Cardinal York.
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tip to tip and its design is based on two dolphins set
with their heads inwards. Both handle and guard
have suffered considerable damage, and the dolphins,
which are not worked in repousse but cast, are replacements. The scabbard is of wood covered with
crimson silk velvet and mounted with silver-gilt
repousse ornamentation and enamelled plates; one
of these bears the arms of Pope Julius II, and two of
the others some letters which evidently formed part
of the same pope's cipher. The ornamentation of
the tip is missing, and that of the upper part of the
back is a replacement. The sword-belt (Fig. 90)
corresponds closely with the sword and scabbard in
the decoration of its plate and buckle, and also bears
the arms of Pope Julius II repeated along its length.
The sword was presented to James IV by Julius II
in 1507.

hidden in the garden wall at Barras, and, after
remaining for a century with the descendants of the
Ogilvy family, was restored in 1893 by the Rev.
S. O. Baker and placed in the Crown Room. 57
Since their return from Kineff the Honours have
remained in Edinburgh Castle. They were used
regularly at meetings of Parliament until 1707, but
after the signature of the Treaty of Union, which
provided for their retention in Scotland, they were
deposited in a chest in the Crown Room and during
the 18th century their existence was practically lost
sight of. In 1817, however, as a result of representations made by Sir Walter Scott, a Royal Warrant was
issued authorising the opening of the Crown Room
to permit a search being made for them; they were '
duly discovered in the chest, and were put on public
view in 1818.

During the troubled years of the 16th and 17th
centuries the possession of the Honours was frequently at issue, as the fortunes of the parties
changed. When Mary fled to England in 1568, they
were held for her in Edinburgh Castle by Kirkcaldy
of Grange, with the result that a new crown, sceptre,
and sword had to be made for use at the Parliaments
of 1571 and 1573; and it was only on the fall of the
Castle in the latter year that the original Regalia
passed into the hands of the King's party. After a
period of quiet, during which, in 1633, they were
used for the coronation of Charles I, the Honours
were again in danger in 1637-being captured by the
Covenanters at Dalkeith, to which place they had
been removed from Edinburgh for safety. Between
1638 and 164-0 they appear to have changed hands
again, as they were used at the Parliament held in
the former year but not at that held in the latter, and
were surrendered by Ruthven along with Edinburgh
Castle in 164-0. During the succeeding years they
remained with the Presbyterian party, and they are
not heard of again until Cromwell's invasion. In
1650 Cromwell took Edinburgh Castle but failed to
secure the Honours, which were not within it; in
1651 they were used for the coronation of Charles II,
and then, before Charles left for the campaign of
Worcester, they were deposited at Dunnottar Castle
under the guardianship of Ogilvy of Barras. The
story of the siege of Dunottar, of the rescue of the
Honours, and of their preservation in Kineff Church
is too well known to require repetition. 55 At the
Restoration they were returned to Edinburgh Castle,
though only after various manceuvres on the part of
those interested in obtaining a reward for their
preservation. 5 6 The sword-belt, however, did not
'come back with the rest but appears to have been
retained by Ogilvy;* it was discovered about 1790

When the chest was opened~ it was found to contain not only the Honours but the so-called Lord
High Treasurer's mace, to which allusion has already
been made. How this rod came to be in the chest is
not clear, as it is not mentioned in the instrument of
1707 which records the deposition of the Honours.
It is made of silver, gilt and burnished, with a
wooden core, and terminates in an oval globe of
rock-crystal cut into facets, upon which is mounted
a cross pattee having balls at its extremities and at
its centre on both sides. Its total length is 3 ft.
21 in. The maker's mark F G provides some
slight grounds for suggesting that it may date from
the early years of the 16th century, while the surmise
that it was a queen's sceptre cannot be disproved;
but that it was not the queen's sceptre known to
have been made in 154-° is proved by discrepancy
in weights. t
The jewels bequeathed to George III by Cardinal
York were deposited in the Crown Room in 1830.
They consist of a collar and George of the Order of
the Garter, a badge of the Order of the Thistle, and
a finger ring. The collar is of gold and enamel; it
consists of twenty-one garters, measures 5 ft. It in.
in length, and weighs 33 oz. 10 dwt. The George,
which was worn pendant at the collar, is of gold,
enamel and diamonds, and, like the collar, is incomplete. This George, which is probably of foreign
workmanship, seems to have been made in imitation
of or from the same model as that worn by Charles II
after the Restoration. It is probable that both
collar and pendant were those worn by James VII,
who was elected a Companion of the Order, while
Duke of York, in 164-2.

* For an explan ation of his motives see Barron, op. cit.,
pp. 49-50, whose account of this episode has been accepted
in preference to that given in P.S.A.S., xxiv (1889-90),
p . 114 ·

The badge of the Order of the Thistle (Fig. 88) is
oval, 1"* in. long by I ~ in. broad. On the obverse

t Some reasons for regarding this rod as a sceptre and
for dissociating it from the Lord High Treasurer are given
inP.S.A.S., xxvi (189 1-2) pp. 506-8.
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is an oval chalcedony cut with a cameo of St. Andrew,
surrounded by twelve large rose-diamonds set in
silver. In the middle of the reverse is a miniature
of the Princess Maria Clementina Sobieska, wife of
the Old Pretender, covered by a hinged lid bearing
an enamelled Scots thistle. Surrounding the lid of
the miniature is a garter with the motto NEMO ME
IMPUNE LACESSIT. The jewel is believed to have
been made in London, and there is strong reason for
supposing that it belonged to James VII.
The ring contains a large ruby of rounded oblong
form, surrounded by twenty-six small diamonds set
in silver. It is so made that it can be contracted or
expanded to suit fingers of different sizes. No
evidence can be found to support the tradition that
describes this as the Coronation Ring of Charles I.
The cushion on which the Crown rests is modern,
but the old cushion is also on view in the Crown
Room. It was presented, in 1905, by Sir Patrick
Keith Murray, Bt., of Ochtertyre, who stated 58 that
it had been retained at Dunnottar after the removal
of the Honours and subsequently preserved at
Ravelston and Ochtertyre.
Williams, Canu Aneirin; Antiquity, xiii, pp. 25
ff.; ibid., xvi, pp. 237 ff. 2 Skene, Celtic Scotland,
ii, p. 37. 3 Ibid., i, p. 240 n. 4 Skene, op. cit., i, p.
365. 5 Inventory of Fife, Kinross and Clackmannan,
No. 197. 6 Calendar, i, No. 141. 7 Chronicon de
Lanercost, Maitland Club, p. 178. 8 Calendar,
iv. p. 487, and ii, Nos. 526, 528, 638 and 840.
9 Ibid., Nos. 1132 and 1324.
10 Chronicon de
Lanercost. Maitland Club, p. 223. 11 Calendar, iii,
No. 1186. 12 Mackenzie, The Mediceval Castle in
Scotland, p. 61. 13 Calendar, iii, No. 1186.
14 Scotichronicon, ii, p. 3 28.
15 Calendar, iii, No.
1383. 16 Scotichronicon, ii, p. 33 2 . . 17 Ibid., ii, p.
421. 18 Ibid., ii, p. 449. 19 The Historie and
Cronides of Scotland, edn. S.T.S., i, pp. 16 f.
20 Ibid., i, p. 20. 21 Ibid., i, p. 43. 22 Ibid., i, p. 45.
23 Ibid., i, p. 57. 24 Ibid., i, pp. 185-8. 25 Accts.
L.H.T., v, pp. 120 f. 26 Ibid., vii, p. 337. 27 Pitscottie, op. cit., ii, p. 11. 28 Sir James l'vlelville's
Memoirs, edn. Bannatyne Club, p. 198. 29 Pitscottie,
op. cit., ii, p. 25 I, 30 MSS. Cotton Calig, C. IV, fol.
12, as quoted in Bannatyne Miscellany, ii, pp. 69-71.
31 The Autobiography and Diary of Mr. James
Melville, edn. Wodrow Society, p. 34, s.a. 1574.
32 R.P.C., iii, p. 705. 33 Ibid., iv, p. 296. 34 So merville, Memorie of the Somervilles, ii, p. 227. 35 Ibid.,
p. 224. 36 Nicoll, A Diary of Public Transactions,
etc., edn. Bannatyne Club, p. 34. 37 P.S.A.S.,
xlvii, (1912-3), p. 20. 38 Ibid., p. 28. 39 Historical
~SS. Commission, Twelfth Report, Appendix, Part
vu, The Manuscripts of S. H. Le Fleming, Esq., of
Rydal Hall, p. 238. 40 Ibid., p. 246. 41 G.E.C., v,
p. 47. 42 Arch. Scot., ii, p. 47 2 . 43 Calendar, lll,
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p. 376. 44 Ibid., No. 1323, p. 241, 45 This had
been repaired, if not built, in 1336-7. (Ibid., p.
359). 46 Registrum de Dunfermelyn, edn. Bannatyne
Club, pp. 52-3. 47 The Bruce, edn. S.T.S., x, 741-9.
48 P.S.A.S., xlviii (19 13-4), pp. 230-70. 49 Ibid., p.
267. 50 Exch. Rolls, iv, p. 579. 51 Watson Bequest
Collection in the National Gallery of Scotland, No.
R.N. 2531. 52 Cast. and Dom. Arch., i, p. 458.
53 P.S.A.S., xvii (1882-3), pp. II5-7.
54 This note
is based on two articles in P.S.A.S., xxiv (1889-90),
namely" The Scottish Regalia" by J. J. Reid (pp.
18-48) and" Technical Description of the Regalia of
Scotland" by A. J. S. Brook (pp. 49-141) . No
further references to these articles will be given.
55 For a critical account of this episode, see Barron,
In Defence of the Regalia, pp. 19-23. 56 Barron, op.
cit., pp. 42 ff. 57 Cf. documents preserved in the
archives of the King's and Lord Treasurer's Remembrancer. 58 In a document preserved in the
archives of the King's and Lord Treasurer's Remembrancer.
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2. St. Giles' Church.-For nearly eight
hundred years the central feature of the Old Town
has been the historic church of St. Giles, which has
been, within the span of its long life, a parish church,
a collegiate establishment and, for a brief interval of
five years, a cathedral. Planted below the Castle and
high above Holyrood, on the upper part of the ridge
which forms, as it were, the spine of the city, it
overlooked on one side the hollow in which the
North Loch was subsequently formed and on the
other the valley that was later to become the
Cowgate. The nearer slope of this valley, on which
the Parliament House, Parliament Square and the
Law Courts ultimately rose, was partly occupied by
the manse and garden of the vicar of St. Giles'.
Another portion was set aside as the parish graveyard,
the enlargement of which is recorded in 1477-81.
In 1844 a number of oak coffins, straight at the sides
but with their lids rising into a ridge at the centre,
was unearthed some 14 ft. below ground on the S.
of the Parliament House. 2 In 19 I 0, again, while the
foundations of the Thistle Chapel were being dug
out, the E. wall of the churchyard was located, and
other burials, this time uncoffined, were found near
its inner side at a depth of 4 ft. below the pavement
of Parliament Square. Although farther S. there
may be forced material to a depth of 10 or 12 ft.
above the graves that underlie the Courts, the
burials found beneath the Library of the Solicitors
to the Supreme Court at the foot of the slope were
at a usual depth. The roadway at the E. end of the
church is now 4 ft. lower than it was originally.

I,
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There is no evidence that the fabric of the Church
rests upon a vaulted undercroft or crypt.
As it now stands, St. Giles' is a cross-church,
distended by medireval and modern accretions, with
a central tower capped by the open crown that still
forms a distinctive feature in the sky-line of the city.
Save for the tower and its superstructure, however,
the outside of the building is wholly modern, and
represents a restoration, carried out in 1829, in which
an attempt was made to transform the building then
standing into a systematic structure on the lines of a
fully developed church of first rank. But, like so
many of the greater parish churches N . of the
Border, this of St. Giles had grown by a series of
piecemeal additions which, if irregular, were yet
harmonious and of value as reflecting the social
conditions of their times. The parts W. of the
tower have suffered most and their story, consequently, can be read only with the aid of such
medireval features as survive inside, where restoration
has been less drastic. Outside, the old masonry is
encased with a veneer of modern ashlar resting on a
modern base and varying in thickness from 8 in.
at the foot to 4 or 5 in. at the top, where the original
walls -had been thrust outwards. The windows have
been encased with sub-arches and jambs and are
therefore narrower by a foot than formerly. The
surviving portions of the original tracery now rest
above the vaulting.
The earliest church of which vestiges can be
found upon the site was of Romanesque design. Of
this the one certain remnant is a scalloped capital
built into the compartment known as St. Eloi's
Chapel; but, three bays W. of the crossing"", a
Norman porch, apparently dating from the second
half of the 12th century, survived until the end of the
18th century in the N. aisle wall, while part of the
masonry at the juncion of tower and choir may be
Norman ashlars re-used. If the extent and ordinance
of this early church are unknown, an examination of
the plan of the fabric now standing leads to the
conclusion that the primary building had an unaisled
nave of the same dimensions as the present one and,
probably, an apsidal sanctuary in the position of
the existing crossing.
Although there is insufficient evidence to show
precisely when and in what manner the original
church became cruciform, in all likelihood the first
step was an eastward extension of the sanctuary in
the 13th century, possibly before 1243, the year
in which the building was formerly dedicated by
David de Bernham, Bishop of St. Andrews.t The
troubled years immediately following the Wars of

* This
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Independence are unlikely to have witnessed much
further alteration, but the growing importance of the
burgh in the third quarter of the 14th century may
be reflected in the addition of side-aisles to the nave.
There is some evidence that the N. aisle was intended
to end in a W. tower, a project probably never
realised. As first set out, the S. aisle generally
corresponded in width to its neighbour. The erection
of a crossing-tower and of rudimentary transeptsan arrangement which may have been modelled on
that of Glasgow Cathedral-was no doubt contemporary with this expansion.
Although the church was burnt by Richard 11 in
1385, a substantial part of the fabric must have
survived as the provost and community were able,
only two years later, to enter into a contract with
three masons for the construction of five vaulted
chapels "on the south syde of the paryce kyrc of
Edynburgh, fra the west gavyl [gable] lyand in
rayndoun [in a straight line] est on to the grete pyler
of the stepyl, voutyt on the maner and the masonry
as the voute abovyn Sant Stevinys auter [altar]
standand on the north syde of the parys auter of the
Abbay of the Halryrudehous, the qwhylk patronne
[pattern] they haf sene. Alsua tha ylk men sal mak
in ylk Chapel of the four a wyndow with thre lychtys
in fourme masonnelyke, the qwhilk patrone thai haf
sene, and the fyfte chapel woutyt with a durre als
gude maner as the durre standand in the west gavyl
of the forsaid kyrk ... " From this it is clear that
the tower was already in existence by 1387. Down
to 1829, when the two westernmost compartments
were demolished, five chapels stood on the S. side
of the S. nave-aisle, the one in the centre having a
doorway which still exists and has finally come to
rest as the E. door adjoining the Thistle Chapel.
These chapels have been identified with those
specified in the contract, although if the document be
taken literally it would appear that the new chapels
were to be built in what is now the S. passage-aisle
of the nave, which, by extension, is wider than its
neighbour on the N. .W hatever their situation, the
chapels were completed about 1391 at a total cost
of £660 sterling. Then followed a similar expansion
on the N. side of the nave, in which the Norman
porch previously mentioned came to occupy the
central bay between two chapels on each side. The
two W. chapels are still extant and together form
the Albany Aisle, to which a date between 1401 and
1410 can be given on the evidence of its architectural
and heraldic details. Meanwhile the E. limb was
being reconstructed, also with side-aisles. The
Scotichronicon informs us 3 that storks built in the
on November 3rd (Registrum Secreti Sigilli, iii, fol. 134).
September 1st is the Saint's day. In 1559, when the
" auld faith" was restored for a brief interval, St. Giles'
was consecrated anew by the Bishop of Amiens.

is unlikely to have been its original position.
This prelate's Pontificate gives the day as 6th October,
cf. P.S.A.S., xx (1885-6), p. 198. The feast of the
dedication of St. Giles' Kirk was, however, celebrated yearly

t
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superstructure in 1416; some part of the present
crossing-tower, if not the whole, must therefore
have already risen above the high roofs. Thus by
the first quarter of the 15th century what was
virtually a new church had begun to take shape. Its
nave, five bays long, covered with a low quadripartite
vault, and lit by a clearstorey from the S., had
passage-aisles, which in turn gave access to chapelaisles, each containing a doorway in the centre
subsidiary to the main portal in the W. gable.
Farther E. rose the crossing, abutting upon short
transepts and opening into a choir of four bays,
which was covered with a low quadripartite vault
and was lit directly only from the E. In 1419, when
the reconstruction of the fabric was virtually complete,
the burgesses sought to have their new church
raised to collegiate status,4 but their petition was
refused.
About 1453 the E. limb was lengthened once more,
and improvements were effected in the older portion
of the bHilding. For example, the wall-heads were
raised, clearstorey lights were introduced, and the
whole was ceiled with the fine tierceron-vault now
seen. To about the same date may be ascribed an
extension of the N. transept containing a fine E.
window-the only one of medireval date visiblewhich has had the tracery above its embattled
transom restored, but is otherwise untouched. It
now looks into the modern Children's Chapel from
between two canopied niches, both mutilated, which
were intended to hold images and which show that
an altar once stood below. It owes its preservation
to the fact that it had been built up. Within the
rubble packing was discovered the Romanesque
capital mentioned above.
An important addition to the treasury of the
church at this time was the arm-bone of the patron
saint, which was acquired by Sir William Preston of
Gourton "with diligent labour and great expense,
and aided by a high and mighty prince the King of
France and many other Lords of France" and
bequeathed "to oure mother Kirk of Sant Gele of
Edinburgh withoutyn ony condicion." Preston was
buried in the S. passage-aisle of the choir, then
known as the Lady Aisle. His benefaction so
impressed the civic authorities that they entered
into a bond, dated 11th January, 1454-5, to build
"ane ile furth fra our Lady ile quhare the said
Williame lys the said ile to be beginnyn within a
yhere in the quhilk ile thare salbe made a brase
for his lair in bosit* werk and abone the brase a
table of bras with a writt specifiand the bringing
of that rillyk be him in Scotland with his armis. and

his armis to be putt in hewyn werk in vthir thre
partis of the ile. alswa ane alter to be made in the
said ile with buke and chalice of siluer and al vthir
grath belangand tharto. alswa. . . fra the
dede of the said Williame fadir thare salbe fundyn a
chapellane for the termis of fiue yheris to sing for
him. item we promit that thare sal be ane obit
yherely done for him sic as afferis the time of the
yhere of his decesse."5 The work fell to be completed seven years, at latest, after the date of this
agreement, and it finally took shape as a lateral aisle
on the E. of the S. transept, three bays long and
ceiled with a tierceron-vault.
The actual and prospective enlargement of the
fabric, together with an increase in the number of
altars founded by the munificience and piety of all
ranks within the community, now paved the way for
an advance in status; and a second application for
collegiate rank, made by the provost, bailies, council,
burgesses and citizens, received the assent of J ames
III in 1466. Confirmation was given by Pope
Paul II in a Bill issued at Rome in 1467. The
establishment consisted of a provost, sacristan,
choir-leader, fourteen prebendaries, and four choristers, t and William Forbes, perpetual vicar, was
advanced to the provostship.
Half a century later the extensions were still in
progress. The working hours of the masons employed in 1491 were regulated by the civic
authorities, and we learn from the burgh
records that the masons worked from 5 a.m.
to 7 p.m. in summer, with a half-hour break at 8
a.m. for" dejune," a two-hour interval from 11 a.m.
for dinner, and a half-hour break at 4.30 p.m. for
"recreation in the common luge." By about the
turn of the 15th and 16th centuries the S. transept
had been extended to form St. Anthony's Aisle. In
1507 Waiter Chepman,t sometime a clerk at the
Court of Holyrood but later a merchant and the
first Scots printer, was given permission to build on
its E. side the chapel that still bears his name. 6
This was dedicated in 1513. In the same year
Sir Alexander Lauder of BIyth, Porvost of the city,
built out on the W. side of the S. porch of 1387 an
aisle of two bays, which survived until 1829. The
Aisle of the Holy BIood, the more easterly of the
two bays of which is still visible, was built between
the same porch and the S. transept in 1518.
Except for a re-vestry on the E. side of the N.
transept, first recorded in 1558, the church had by
this time attained its maximum dimensions. The
"kirk wark," indeed, still went on, but it was
confined to decoration, repairs and minor alterations.

• This probably means repousse work.
who may have written with the charter of
erection, now lost, before him, includes a beadle and puts
the number of prebendaries at sixteen .

t In 1528 he also founded a mortullry chapel in the
Nether-Kirkyard . This was demolished in 1562-3, the
material being re-used in building the New Tolbooth.

t Maitland,
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craft in the burgh, had in the meanwhile painted,
were removed to the Tolbooth for safety, as the
congregation of Edinburgh had chosen John Knox
for their minister five days before and consequently
the old order of things no longer obtained. In
the following year the church plate was sold, the
proceeds being applied to the fabric fund, and
the altars, of which ' a total of some forty-four are
on record in various documents, were taken down.
Whereas previously the church had been cut up

Such trade incorporations as had not already done so
now acquired and became responsible for their own
altars. After the middle of the century the Dean
of Guild's accounts tell us something of the fittingsthe Easter Sepulchre and Sacrament House, the
organs, the clock, the rood loft, the lectern and the
pulpit. Great wooden chandeliers are mentioned, as
well as a brazier, but whether the latter was for the
comfort of the congregation or for the use of workmen
is uncertain. The choir-stalls on the N. side had
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FIG. 97.-St. Giles' Church (No. 2); plan showing (I) Crossing, (2) S. transept, (3) N. transept,
(4) Albany Aisle, (5) St . Eloi's Chapel, (6) Children's Chapel, (7) Consistory Aisle,
(8) Lady Aisle, (9) Preston Aisle, (10) Chepman Aisle, (11) Holy Blood Aisle,
(12) Moray Aisle, (13) demolished chapel-aisle.

into compartments, each of which was owned
separately, the whole accommodation was henceforth held in common and was generally available,
for in the "godly ordour now taken in religion "
the congregation sat" togidder as loving brether and
freends in
all
places of the Kirk
vacand at all times neidful."
As a result, the
congregation required less room than formerly, and
the Council, being cramped for space in their
present Tolbooth (p. 127), accordingly decided to

probably been imported, apparently a usual practice
about this time, when the work of Flemish and
German carvers was in demand; at all events, they
had entailed so much expense that a local wright,
Andrew Mansioun, was called in, in 1552, to fabricate
those on the S. side. His task was carried out so
satisfactorily that he was awarded an annual pension
of ten merks for ten years, which he enjoyed for
half the term and then resigned voluntarily. In 1559
the stalls, which Walter Binning, foremost of his
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shut off the three W. bays of the nave and its aisles
to serve as a new Tolbooth, and part of the E. end
for use as a school. The fabric in general was
repaired, windows were mended, seats were made, and
the "throuchis" (recumbent grave-slabs) were
relaid and cleaned.
In 1571 Kirkcaldy of Grange, then holding the
Castle for Queen Mary, stationed a detachment for
five months in the steeple of St. Giles'. These troops
loop-holed the vaults and fortified the tower. In the

accommodated two congregations, but in 1633
King Charles I erected Edinburgh into an episcopal
see, charging the Council to convert St. Giles' into a
cathedral church" as is decent and fitt for a Churche
of that Eminencie, and according to the first Intentioun of the Erectors and Founders thairof; which
was to be keiped conforme to the Lairgnes and
Conspicuitie of the Foundation and Fabrick; and
not to be indirectlie parcelled and disjoinit by Wallis
and Partitiounes, as now it is, without anie Warrant
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Fig. 98.-St. Giles' Church (No. 2); section.

following year the church was subdivided, as Knox
was no longer able to preach to a large congregation. ""
In I 578, the town was divided into four parishes,
three of the congregations worshipping in St. Giles'
whence one of them removed to the Greyfriars'
Church (No. 7) in 1620. In 1630 St. Giles' still

from anie of oure Royall Predecessoures. Oure
Pleasure is, that with all Diligence you caus raze to
the Ground the East-wall of the said churchet; and
sick-lyke, that you caus raze to the Ground the
Wester-wall therein! betwixt this and Lambas
inshewing."§ The Council was prepared to go

• The Refonner was so weak that he had to be lifted
into the pulpit by two servants. Once there, however,
"he was sa active and vigorus that he was Iyk to ding
that pulpit in blads, and fly out of it." (Mr.] ames Melvill's
Diary, s.a. 1574; edn. Woodrow Society, p. 33).

t This was a wall constructed about 158r to divide the
East or High Kirk from the Mid or Great Kirk. Six years
after it had been taken down the Council decided to rebuild it.
t That separating the Mid Kirk from the Tolbooth.
§ I.e., August 1st next following.
29

BURGH

OF]

HISTORICAL MONUMENTS (SCOTLAND) COMMISSION

further to meet the King's wishes than the letter
of these instructions required, and Mr. James Hanna,
Dean of St. Giles', was requested to go to Durham
and make a drawing of the inside of the choir of the
cathedral there " in order to fit up and beautify the
Inside of the Choir of St. Gile's Church in the same
Manner." Episcopacy, however, was short-lived,
being abolished at the General Assembly held at
Glasgow in 1638; and, although it was revived in
1660 for a brief period by Charles II, the project
for remodelling the church on cathedral lines went
unrealised. In 1639 galleries were introduced into
the East Kirk, from which the Preston Aisle was
now shut off by a wooden partition to form an
"Assembly House." In 1655 John Mylne, the
King's Master Mason, was instructed to divide the
Mid Kirk with a partition wall of stone, and this
was accordingly done.
The restoration of 1829 found the fabric subdivided
as shown in Fig. 99, and left it still containing three
churches-the High Church in the choir, West St.
Giles' in the nave, and the Old Church in the S.
transept and the parts adjoining. Fifty years later
Dr. William Chambers, when Lord Provost, promoted
and financed a scheme for removing the various

square and rises two storeys above the high roofs.
The lower floor has a two-light pointed window in
each side with chamfered and checked dressings,
while the upper one has a three-light window on
each side with trefoiled heads and curvilinear
mouldings. These windows rise from a stringcourse at sill-level, above which the walls are intaken.
A moulded cornice, enriched with paterae, runs
above to support a pierced, quatrefoiled parapet.
Within the parapet, buttresses, built in stages and
capped by finials, rise at each corner as well as from
the centre of each side. From these spring rampant
arches, enriched with crockets and finials on their
upper surfaces, to support a central belfry surmounted by a spirelet and vane. Access to the
belfry is given by a little newel-stair in the central
buttress on the E. , a flight of steps on the arch
behind completing the ascent. The sides of the
belfry are pierced by two tiers of quatrefoiled gunloops-here used for decoration. This superstructure
was ruinous and in a dangerous state in 1648, whereupon the Town Council contracted with John Mylne,
the King's Master Mason, for its repair, the cost
being 2700 merks. 7
Although the restoration was less drastic in the
interior, the nave shows obvious signs of alteration.
In 1829, for example, the W . gable was encased;
the central vault was removed; the piers and
arches of the arcade were heightened; the high walls
were raised about 16 ft. to admit a clearstorey;
and a plaster vault was introduced at the new level
of the wall-heads. Then in 1882 the former piers
were replaced by those now seen, which are octagonal.
Medireval interference, too, is equally apparent.
The crossing-piers, for example, are found to have
been heightened in the 15th century by 6 or 7 ft.,
while above each of the arches in the S. section of
the pier-arcade can be traced a pointed clearstoreywindow, blocked in 1387 when the vault of the
aisle on the S. side came to be rebuilt at a higher
level and covered the openings. Moreover, there is
evidence for two earlier pier-arcades. To judge
from indications on the S.W. crossing-pier, the
earliest arcade was relatively low, while its successor,
traceable only in the two bays furthest E., was
not only high but had acutely pointed arches constructed when the clearstorey lights had already been
blocked. The mean of the two heights has been
taken for the modern arcade, which is now standing.
Finally, on the wall of the tower above the crossingarch a faint outline of the central vault, with a raglet
above for a low-pitched roof, could be seen until
recently; that the raglet was of later date than the
15th-century roof is evidenced by a mutilated
weather~table higher up.
The only feature of
special interest at the W. end of the nave is a muchrestored benatura, with an ogival head, beside the
W. door.
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Fig , 99 .-St. Giles' Church (No. 2); plan prepared
by Archibald Elliot (1818) showing subdivision.

partitions and .throwing the whole of the interior
into one church. This was accomplished by 1883.
In 1910 the Thistle Chapel was added to the S.E.
corner of the structure, with funds left by Ronald,
Earl of Leven and Melville.
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION.-The only medireval masonry visible from outside is in the tower.
The tower itself may be referred to the 15th century
and its crown to about 1500, neither having been
affected by the restoration of 1829. The superstructure now seen naturally differs considerably
both in design and construction from that first
intended, and changes of plan have left traces at
several points within the fabric. The tower IS
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Signs of alteration are on the whole less obvious
in the aisles. The N. aisle has a quadripartite vault
of 15th-century date with bosses alternately circular
and shield-shaped. The westernmost boss bears the
initial M, probably for the Blessed Virgin Mary.
At the N.W. corner of this aisle can be seen one
jamb of an archway intended to admit to a N.W.
tower. The two bays at the W. end open into the
Albany Aisle. The central pillar of the arcade, as
well as both responds, comprise clustered shafts
with fillets rising from high, moulded bases to
capitals enriched with two zones of foliage. On the
pier-capital are two shields. That to the N. is
charged: Quarterly, 1st, a man's heart and a chief;
2nd, a lion rampant; 3rd, three stars, two and one;
4th, a saltire and chief, for Archibald, 4th Earl of
Douglas and Duke of Touraine. The S. shield is
charged : Quarterly, 1st and 4th, a lion rampant,
2nd and 3rd, a fess checky and a label of five points,
for Robert, Duke of Albany, second son of Robert II
and Governor of the kingdom from 1388 to 1420.
The aisle is covered ' with a quadripartite vault in
two oblong bays. At each of the points of intersection of the vault-ribs there is a boss, the W. one
shield-shaped and the E. one circular and bearing
the monogram of the Blessed Virgin Mary. On the
W. was a window and on the E. a door from the
Norman porch. To the N. are two windows, both
completely restored, beneath which is an arched
recess, so much renewed as to be virtually modern
but probably intended for a tomb. On the E. of the
Albany Aisle is the session-house, in the position
of the Norman porch and an adjoining chapel. In
the wall that separates it from the N. aisle are a
shallow, arched recess and a locker, both much
restored. The recess occupies the position of the
entrance to a narrow newel-stair which led to the
" priests' prison above the north kirk door." Farther
E. is St. Nicholas' Chapel, commonly called St.
Eloi's Chapel, now narrowed by a modern expansion
of the N. transept. In the first form of this chapel,
a doorway in the E. wall led to the stair by which the
central tower was reached; for the original quadripartite rib-vault a modern pointed barrel-vault with
surface ribs has been substituted; in the W. wall
has been inserted the Norman capital already
mentioned; and the window has been renewed.
Beneath is an undercroft, now used as a heatingchamber, in the W. wall of which is a lancet-slit
facing W. and thus proving that St. Eloi's Chapel
was built before the chapel was incorporated in the
adjoining session-house.
The S. aisle of the nave is wider than the corresponding aisle to the N., a difference to be explained
most reasonably by supposing that the chapels of
1387 had been built outside an existing aisle, which
was then pulled down and rebuilt to suit the addition.
The S. aisle is covered with a quadripartite vault
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with ridge- and wall-ribs, the intersections being
covered by shield-shaped or circular bosses; the
boss at either end bears the triple-towered castle
emblematic of the burgh while the rest are foliated.
On the S. is the arcade of the five chapels, generally
similar to that of the Albany Aisle but having only a
single zone of foliage on the capitals. The capital
of the first pier from the W. also bears a carving of a
king playing a cithern, together with an ape toying
with the foliage. That of the E. respond exhibits a
shield, charged: A heart in flames. Since the N .
nave-aisle of the Abbey church served as a model
for the five chapels of St. Giles' (p. 26), this device
may be associated with the canons of Holyrood, who
bore, as the insignia of their Order, St. Augustine's
heart, with flames issuing from it, on a chief. In
1829 when the two chapels at the W. end were
removed, the two W. bays of the arcade were filled
in with a screen wall, which was, however, set back
to avoid interference with the arcade. The three
bays farther E. open into the Moray Aisle. As it now
stands this is mainly modern and has a plaster
vault. An archway at its S.E. corner opens into the
surviving and E. portion of the Lauder Aisle. That,
too, has been greatly altered and the vault is also of
plaster.
The extension of the N. transept can be seen
clearly marked upon the side-walls, for the first
transept went no farther than the screen-wall on the
N. Here, too, are seen vestiges of the original low
quadripartite vault which has been replaced by one
of plaster at a higher level. On the evidence of the
moulded base of the N. jamb of the nave archway,
the earliest of the few surviving bases of medireval
date, the arches opening into the N. aisles of nave
and choir are probably to be dated to the 14th
century. Until 1829 the N. half of the N. transept
had been a chapel two bays in depth. Its E. wall,
containing the only Gothic window that has not
been wholly modernised, is medireval; but the W.
wall and the greater part of the arcaded screen on
the S. are modern, while the gable has been widened
and encased.
The arches of the crossing must have been raised
when the crossing piers were heightened, and, if the
crossing was previously vaulted, the vault would
necessarily have had to be rebuilt at the same time.
The present rib-vault, which has a central opening
through which the bells were hoisted, may be
dated to about 1400. At first the S. transept was
only two bays in length, two other bays having been
added later. The arches between it and the naveand choir-aisles, as well as those farther S. which
open into the Moray and Preston Aisles, have all
been opened out. In the roof one bay of vaulting
still survives and its rib intersection is covered by a
shield-shaped boss apparently charged with a bend
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engrailed and a mullet in sinister chief, for Fenton
of that Ilk. The S. end of this bay is supported on a
transverse arch springing from triple corbels (Figs.
120, 121), carved and of curious design, which are
awkwardly adjusted to the aisle arches below. On
the lowest member of the E. corbel is an angel
supporting a shield which exhibits a triple-towered
castle. The vault in turn carries an extension from
the lower chamber of the tower, formed by building
a wall between the side walls of the transepts.
Although the cross-wall is modern it contains a
15th-century traceried window, possibly rebuilt here
for preservation. Beneath the S. end of the S.
transept is the Moray burial-vault. A modern
replica of the Moray monument, which contains the
memorial brass of the Regent Moray, has been set
up against the W. wall of the Lauder Aisle (p. 27).
The four W. bays of the choir date from the first
half of the 15th century, the easternmost one
representing an extension made in the years following
1453; during this period the high wall-heads of the
older part were raised to admit a clearstorey, and
the whole covered with the present fine stelliform
vault. The older part of the choir-arcade has plain
octagonal piers, smaller than, but otherwise similar to,
those of the crossing and surmounted by simple,
moulded capitals. The two later piers, on the other
hand, have eight shafts clustered round an octagon,
the four at the cardinal points having fillets and the
four intermediate ones being keel-shaped. These
shafts rise from high, moulded bases, in which the
upper member is enriched with stiff foliaceous
carving, to moulded capitals enriched with heraldry
in addition to two zones of carving, the upper one
representing foliage and the lower one a series of
cherubs' heads. The responds are treated in a
similar fashion. The shield on the one on the N . is
charged: Three cranes gorged with a collar, for
Thomas Cranstoun, Provost in 1439 and again in
1454. Its counterpart on the S. bears: A saltire
engrailed, can toned with four roses, for Alexander
Napier of Merchiston, Provost of Edinburgh from
1452 to 1455 and again in 1457. The four shields
on the N . pier are charged respectively: (a) Per pale,
dexter, the Royal Arms of Scotland; sinister, two
lions combatant, for James II and his queen, Marie
of GJ.!eldres, whom he married in 1449; (b) three
fleurs-de-lys, for France; (c) the Royal Arms of
Scotland with a label of three points, for Prince
James, infant heir to the throne; (d) the Royal Arms
of Scotland, for James II.
The shields on the S. pier are charged as follows:
(a) Three hawks' heads erased, either for Adam
Halkerston, treasurer of the burgh, or for John
Halkerston, master of works at the contemporary
Trinity College Kirk, 8 who may have superintended
this work also; (b) the triple-towered castle of
Edinburgh; (c) three unicorns' heads couped, for
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Preston; (d) a chevron between three cross-crosslets
fitchy within a double tressure flory-counter-flory, for
James Kennedy, Bishop of St. Andrews (1440-65),
in whose see the burgh lay.
The arches in the older part of the choir have plain
splays, but the two later arches on each side of the
E. end are moulded and are wider than the others.
The clearstorey windows above, each having two
lights with a pointed external arch and a segmental
rear-arch, were constructed at the same time as the
existing vault. The difference in height between
this vault and its predecessor can be gathered from
vestiges traceable on the wall of the tower. Both
of them rose from moulded wall-shafts, the earlier
ones resting on the pier-capitals and the later ones
on foliated corbels at a higher level. The elegant
and dignified vault of to-day has transverse, diagonal,
. ridge- and tierceron-ribs, weighted and ornamented
at the intersections with carved bosses. One of
these bears the sacred monogram I H s; another AVE
M(A)R(I)A

GRA(TIA)

PL(EN)A

D(OMI)N(V)S

TECV(M);

while a third represents an angel supporting a shield
with the triple-towered castle of the burgh.
Since the N. or Consistory Aisle was lengthened
along with the choir, its three W. bays of vaulting
are necessarily earlier than the two to the E. In
point of fact, they seem to be the earliest vaults
in the building. Their webs are domical, like others
on the S. side, and the bosses throughout are either
circular or shield-shaped. Th~ westernmost boss
bears the letter T, the significance of which is not
known. An archway at the N.W. corner of the
aisle admits to the modern Children's Chapel, part
of the area previously occupied by the re-vestry.
Adjoining this is a modern retiring-room, and on the
far side of its entrance a much-restored straightarched recess which seems to have been a doorway.
In the easternmost bay was a second doorway, of
which no trace now remains; this was reached
externally by means of Our Lady's Steps-so called
from the representation of the Virgin that once
stood in a niche at the N.E. corner of the fabric.
On the inside of the E. gable can be traced the end
of the altar.
The S. or Lady Aisle of the choir has not only
been extended eastwards but has also been widened
on the S. side. As in the N. aisle, the vaulting of
the older bays is highly domical and the bosses
throughout are either circular or shield-shaped, the
easternmost one bearing what seems to be a salture.
The E. gable contains a locker on the S. side of the
remains of St. Anne's altar. Near the E. end of the
S. wall is a built-up doorway dating from the middle
of the 15th century and having a consecration cross on
one rybat-possibly incised in 1559. Farther W . is a
modern entrance opening from the E. vestibule. On
the S. a stately arcade of three arches, corresponding
in detail to the choir extension, opens into the
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PLATE 38.

FIG. 101.-St. Ciles' Church (No. 2); Preston Aisle from W .

PLATE 39.

FIG. I0 2 .- St. Giles ' Ch urch (No. 2); tower from S.E .

PLATE 40.

FIG . I03.-Window in E . wall of transept .

FIG. 10s.-Romanesque doorway, now demolished .

FIG . J04 .-S uperstructure of tower.

FIG. 106.- E . door, formerly entrance to five
S. chapels of nave.

ST. GILES' CHURCH (No. 2).
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FIG. 109

.-Nave arcades from S. aisle.

FIG. 1

ST. GILES' CHURCH (No. 2).

[o.-Albany Aisle .

PLATE 43.

FIG.

TT

r .- S. shi eld on central pillar of A lbany Aisle.

FIG. II 3 .- Cap ital in Pres ton Ai sle.

FIG.

I

12.- N. shi eld on cen tra l pillar of Alba n y Aisle.

FIG. II 'i .- Capita l in arcade of h"e S. chapels.

ST. GILES ' Cl-lU R CH (No. 2).
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PLATE 44.

FIG. TI5.- St. G iles' Church (No . 2);

S. aisle of na ve from W.

PLATE 45.

F J(i . TT 6.-Vault of S. nave aisle fro m E.

FIG.

[I S.- Vault of Pres ton Ai sle.

FIG.

II 7.- Vault of N. cho ir aisle from W.

FI G .

ST. GILES' CHURCH (No. 2).

II9.- Choir vault from E.

PLATE 46 .

F IG. 12o.-Ca r ved corbel in S. transept.

F Ir.. 122 .- D etail of \'ault in Pres ton Ai sle.

F IG. 12 I .- Ca r ved corbel in S. t ransept.

f i G.

123 .- Boss on \'a ul t in S. n ave aisle.

ST. G ILES' CH U R C H (No. 2) .

PLATE 47 .

FIG.

124.- Base in choir arca de .

FI G.

126.-Base in Presto n Aisle.

FIG.

127.- Cap ital of S. respond of choir.

128.- Base in N. transept.

FIG.

129.- Capital of N. respo nd of choir.

FIG.

FIG.

125 .-Capital in arcade of five S. chapels .

ST. G ILES' CHUR CH (No . 2) .

PLATE 48 .

FIG. 130.- Vault of C hepman Ai sle.

FIG.

13 2 .- Vault of S . transep t, showin g window
above.

FIG.

FIG .

131.- D etai l of choir arcad e, show ing altera tion
in vau ltin g.

133.-S.W. cross ing-pier, showing alteration in
n ave arcade.

ST. G ILES' CHURCIT (No. 2).

FIG. 134 .- Cap ital of N. pier of choir arcade .

FI G. 13s.-Capital of K . p ier of cho ir arcade .
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FIG. 136 .- Capital of K. pier of choir arcade.

FIG. 137 .- Capital of K. pier of choir ar cade.

ST . GTLES ' CHURCH (No. 2).
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FIG. 138.- CapitaI of S. pier of choir arcade.
FIG. 139 .-Capital of S . pier of choir arcade.

FIG. 14o.-CapitaI of S. pier of choir arcade.

FI G. q I.- Capital of S. pier of choir arcade.
ST . Gn F,)' C II1 'RCJT ('0. 2).

FIG.

I.F.- The Moray brass.

FIG'.

'43 .- The Moray brass (back).
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FIG.

q.t.-Ped iment of the Moray monument.

FI G.

ST. GILES' CHCRCI-I (1'\0. 2).

qs.-Tomb recess in S. transep t.
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147.-T he roof.
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FIG . I~6.-Ge n era l

FIG .

view from N .W .
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Preston Aisle of 1454. The pier capitals, which
are almost identical with those of the Moray Aisle,
have a single zone of well-cut foliage; one of them
bears a shield charged: Three unicorns' heads
couped, for Preston. The vaulting is tierceron, like
that of the choir, springing from short shafts corbelled
out above the pier capitals and bearing a notable
series of carved bosses. One of these, like the
vaulting-corbel at the N.E. corner, bears the Preston
arms, another those of the burgh, while a third is
charged: Quarterly, 1st and 4th, a bend, 2nd and
3rd, on a chevron, two lions combatant, for Patrick
Hepburn, Lord Hailes, Provost in 1487. An archway
in the W. bay opens on the S. into the Chepman
Aisle, in which the quartered members of the
Marquis of Montrose found a resting-place in 1661.
This aisle, which contained the altar of St. John the
Evangelist, is covered with a pointed barrel-vault·
enriched with surface ribs, and on the W. of the
two corbels from which the central rib springs is
carved the eagle that is symbolic of the saint, supporting in its beak a'scroll inscribed with the opening
words of his gospel, IN PRINCIPIO. The central boss
of the vault represents an angel supporting a shield
parted per pale and charged: . Dexter, a saltire
engrailed, and in chief a boar's head erased, for
Walter Chepman; sinister, on a bend between a
covered cup in chief and a mullet in base, three
boars' heads erased, for Mariota Kerkettill, his
first wife.
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BELLs.-On the steps of the Moray Aisle stands the
Ave or Vesper Bell (Fig. 187), the only bell of medireval date that has survived. It is 1 ft. If in. high
by 1 ft. 5 ins. in diameter at the skirt; the cannons

are complete but the c1apper is missing. Round the
shoulder runs the inscription in Gothic characters
o MATER DEI MEMENTO MEI ANNO D(OMIN)I MO CCCC O
LIlO [145 2 ] .
The largest of the present bells is said 8 to have
been recast in 1836 from the metal of the medireval
"Great Bell," which was taken down about 1774
as it had been damaged. The following particulars
were recorded on this occasion. The bell was cast in
Flanders, and bore the arms of Guelderland as well
as other devices, including representations of the
Virgin and Child, and the inscription HONORABILES
VIRI BURGENSES VILLAE DE EDINBVRCH IN SCOTIA
HANC CAMPANAM FIERI FECERVNT ANNO DNI. M.CCCC.
LVV [1460] : JOHS. ET WILHELMVS HOERHEN ME
FECERVNT : IPSAMQVE CAMPANAM GYELIS VOCARI
VOLVERVNT: DEFVNCTOS PLANGO: VIVOS VOCO :
FVLMINA FRANG010 (" The honourable burgesses of
the town of Edinburgh in Scotland had this bell
made in the year of Our Lord 1460 : John and
William Hoerhen made me : They wished it to be
called the Bell of St. Giles. I toll the knell of the
dead: I call the living to prayer: I break the
force of the lightning.")t The second and third
clauses of the inscription have evidently become
transposed in the record.
The second bell dates from 1728 and the third
from 1706. This last is inscribed "Sir Patrick
Johnston Lord Provost Edinr 1706 Arch. Rule Wm
Neilson George Lauson Georg Lind Baillies Sir
Samuel McLellan Dean of Guild Wm Jafray
Thesaurer," the inscription being followed by the
City arms.
In 1698 the well-known Edinburgh founder, John
Meikle, contracted to supply a chime of fifteen
music-bells for "the high Church steeple of St.
Jeills"; this number, however, he extended to
twenty-three, and received for them the sum of a
thousand pounds Scots. Four of these bells, along
with the old clock, have been removed to Lady
Stair's House (No. 15). The remainder were sold
in 1890.
SEPULCHRAL MONUMENTS AND CARVED STONES.(I) On the outer side of the N . choir-aisle is an
arched recess containing a 17th-century memorial
and surmounted by an armorial panel exhibiting
two shields accollee, with helm , wreath and mantling,
al1d the boar's head of the Merchiston branch of the
Napier family for crest. The dexter shield is charged:
A saltire engrailed, cantoned with four roses for
N apier of Merchiston; the sinister one: On a
bend, a crescent between two mullets, for Napier

• This vault, described as " pendit with croce brace and
rinruif," was taken in 1541-2 as a model for that of the
parish church of Midcalder. P .S .A .S., iii (1857-60), p. 162 .
t The last six words of the Latin inscription are frequently
found on mediaeval bells, sometimes slightly varied. The
concluding phrase refers to the custom of ringing bells
during a thunderstorm to drive away the evil spirits. The

practice seems to have been common in England before the
Reformation : see Brand, Observations on the Popular
Antiquities of Great Britain (ed. 1888), ii, p . 217. It was
once widespread on the Continent, and m ay possibly still
survive in remote districts. Blackwood's M agll%ine of
November, 1867, contains an interesting description by an
eyewitness of ringing against thunder in the Tyrol.

The Thistle Chapel, its vestibule, and both the
vestries on the S. side of the church are modem
additions. There remains to be mentioned, however,
the fine doorway that adjoins the Thistle Chapel
(cf. p. 30). This doorway is thought to have been
originally the S. entrance to the chapels of 1387,
although the architectural detail would suggest a
date within the next half-century; but it was moved
eastwards in 1829 and was finally rebuilt, in 1910,
in its present position near the S.E. corner of the
fabric, the height having been reduced by one course
at each removal. The moulded jambs have bellshaped bases and good foliated capitals; the circular
arch-head has two orders of foliated paterae; while
the hood-mould, springing from foliated stops,
includes a third order of paterae and is crocketted
on the extrados.
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of Wrightshouses. The panel below, which is
framed by a strap-worked border ornamented with
a skull, cherub's head, animal masks, harpies, birds,
fruit and a clamshell, is inscribed SEP(VLCHRVM) /
FAMILIAE NAPERORVM INTERIVS / HIC SITVM / EST
(" The burial-place of the Napier family is here
within "). This is probably the memorial set up by
Archibald Lord Napier in 1637, but, if so, it was
originally on the opposite side of the building. It
may, however, be that of the Wrightshouses branch.
(2) The Moray brass, now included in a modern
monument set up against the W. wall of the Lauder
Aisle, measures 32 in. in length by 22! in. in height
and bears an inscription penned by George
Buchanan, a brief eulogy of the" Good Regent" who
was shot in Linlithgow by Hamilton of Bothwellhaugh on Jan. 23rd, 1569. In the centre of the
upper part, flanked by engraved figures identified as
RELIGIO and IVSTICIA"', is an armorial achievement
including a canted shield, supported by two greyhounds collared, and surmounted by a coronetted
helm and mantling, with a pelican for crest. Below
is the motto SAL VS PER CHRISTVM (" Salvation through
Christ "). The shield is charged: Quarterly, 1st and
4th, a lion rampant debruised of a ribbon engrailed,
with-in a double tressure flory-counter-flory; 2nd and
3rd, three cushions, two and one, within a double
tressure flory-counter-flory. The inscription, set out
on a scrolled cartouche, runs as followst: PIETAS
SINE VINDICE LVGET IVS EXARMATVM EST / 23 IANVARII
1569 / IACOBO STOVARTO MORAVIAE COMITI SCOTIAE /
PROREGI VIRO AETATIS SVAE LONGE OPTIMO / ABINIMICIS
(sic) OMNIS MEMORIAE DETERRIMIS / EX INSIDIIS
EXTINCTO CEV PATRI/ COMMVNI PATRIA MOERENS
POSVIT (" Religion mourns, bereft of her defender.
Justice is deprived of her weapons. January 23rd,
1569. To James Stewart, Earl of Moray, Regent of
Scotland, and by far the best man of his time, slain
from an ambush by the worst enemies that human
memory recalls, his sorrowing countrymen set up
this memorial, regarding him as having been the
father of them all ").
Some years ago the brass was found to be a
palimpsest, part of a late 15th-century memorial
re-used. On the back are two figures in monastic
gowns, the dexter male, the sinister female. Round
the margin has run an inscription in Gothic characters
the dexter portion reading
SPous
OWMQUHILLE OF Y(E) SAID THO
and the
sinister (Q)UHILK DEIT THE FIRST DAY OF AUGUST.
On both sides of the inscriptions as well as between
the figures are foliated scrolls.

1 B.R., i, p. 142.
2 D.E.C., iii (1910), p. 211.
Lib. xv, cap. xxiv. .. Calendar of Papal Registers,
vii, p. 136. 5 Reg. Cart. St. Egid., p. 106. 6 Burgh
Court Book, 15 August, 1507. 7 Mylne, The Master
Masons to the Crown of Scotland, p. 144. 8 Laing,
Collegiate Churches, p. xvi. 9 P.S.A.S., xviii (1883-4),
p. 95. 10 Ibid., from the transcription in Gentleman
and Lady's Weekly Magazine, Edinburgh, Dec. 7,
1774, p. 3 1 9.

• The broken sword and sceptre and the fallen scales
symbolise the effect of the Regent's death upon public
administration.
t The first line is interrupted between LVGET and IVS
by a scroll attached to the top of the cartouche, with the
result that the first and second halves of the line respectively

assume the positions of legends to the figures of Religion
and of Justice . It may be asked why the two figures were
not transposed seeing that, if this had been done, the
legends, correspondingly transposed, would have run as the
hexameter verse of which they appear to be constituent
portions.
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(3) The fourth Earl of Atholl, who was buried in
the Chepman Aisle in 1579, is commemorated by a
simple mural tablet now in the basement vestry.
It was restored in 1879 and apparently set on end.
(4) On one side of the modern doorway at the
E. end of the Preston Aisle there have been inserted
two fragments of tombstones. The first, which can
be dated to the middle of the 15th century, bears
part of a marginal inscription [IOHANNES? TOV]RIS I
DE INNERLEIT[H]. The second bears the upper part of
a rudely incised sword with straight quillons, the
pommel surmounted by a cross.
(5) Beside the last has been inserted a stone
found in the wall of the session-house, which
bears within a quatrefoiled panel the arms of the
burgh upon a shield supported by an angel.
(6) Beneath the window of the Lauder Aisle
there has been re-set a tomb-recess (Fig. 145) of the
late 15th or early 16th century; the arched head is
foiled and cusped, and the two outer members, like
the finials at each side and in the centre, are heavily
carved. The label-stops are shields. On these and
on the central finial are carved the emblems of the
Passion.
(7) After the restoration of 1829 several of the
carved and moulded stones were removed to Swanston
Cottage, Midlothian, where they still are, and others
to Culter Mains, Lanarkshire, where they are now
preserved in the garden.
MINT, ETc.-When the foundations of the Thistle
Chapel were being excavated, the undercroft of
James Ill's mint was located immediately in front
of the present E. door. A crucible was found there
as well as many damaged coins and metal buttons,
doubtless scrap to be re-used. A series of cellars
was also discovered E. of the Chapel, evidently the
remains of buildings formerly standing on the E.
side of a wynd running between the High Street
and the Cowgate.
Cf. also ' Macgibbon and Ross, The Ecclesiastical
Architecture of Scotland, ii, p. 419; and Reg. Cart.
St. Egid., passim.
3
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3. The Tron* Church, High Street.-When
Charles I decided to erect St. Giles' Church into
the cathedral of his new diocese and to remove the
partitions from its interior, accommodation had to
be found for the dispossessed congregations. In
x634 the Crown undertook to build one new church,
the town being invited to provide another that was
intended for the use of the S;E. parish. In the end the
town had to accept responsibility for both, and voluntary contributions were accordingly solicited; but the
appeal met with so poor a response that the council
decided to tax those who had withheld their support.
In x635 a legacy of 4,000 merks was also deflected to
the building fund, and in x636-7 the Crown helped
by granting power to the town to levy an impost on
incoming merchandise. One church was begun
upon a site on the Castle Hill, which the council had
bought some time before, and in x637 a site for the
other was secured on the S. side of the High Street,
almost midway between St. Giles' Church and the
Nether Bow Port. The price settled by the Court
of Session was xo,ooo merks, and John Mylne,
principal master-mason both to the Crown and to
the town, was placed in charge of the work. l In
x642 Mylne undertook to complete the mason work
of the Tron church for £400 sterling 2 and by the
following year the fabric was ready for its roof. The
council then decided to make the steeple twenty
feet higher than had been provided for in the original
scheme. But plague and the disturbance caused by
Montrose's campaign held up the work; the church
on Castle Hill had ultimately to be abandoned; and
the council concentrated on completing the church
at the Tron. In x647 the question of covering the
roof of the Tron Church came up, and copper for
the purpose was ordered from Hamburg a year
later; the fabric seems, however, to have been
opened for worship before its roof was completed.
The building of the North Bridge and the formation
of Hunter Square, which occurred between x785 and
1787, led to the church being shortened on the E.,
W. and S. Then, in the great fire of 16th November,
1824, t the Dutch steeple with its covering of copper
was destroyed and the whole upper part of the
tower had consequently to be rebuilt, a proposal to
rebuild the church completely upon another site
with the insurance money, eked out by a grant, being
opposed by the kirk session and minister. As it now
stands this church, which occupies a sloping island
site at the junction of High Street, Hunter Square
and South Bridge, is oblong on plan. The elevation
towards the High Street is the only one possessing
any architectural distinction. On this N. side, the

tower, stiffened at the base by engaged columns,
rises in the centre with a slight projection from the
Renaissance bays that flank it on either side, the
bays being framed, between the wall-head and the
moulded basement-course, by Ionic pilasters, which
are panelled on their lower parts and fluted above.
The windows have tracery of a late Gothic pattern.
The entrance, situated in the base of the tower, is a
good Renaissance doorway containing in its pediment a strap-worked cartouche on which is cut the
inscription AEDEM HANC CHRISTO ET / ECCLESIAE
SACRARVNT / ClVES EDINBVRGENI / ANNO MDCXLI
(CC The citizens of Edinburgh dedicated this building
to Christ and the Church in the year x641 "). Above
the cartouche appears a roundel within a square
panel, which is surmounted in its turn by a pediment
containing the City arms and supporters.

• The "Trone" was the weighing-machine for salt
which stood on the N. side of the church . Gordon, however,
in his map of 1647, shows the Trone on the W. side .
t This fire is vividly described by Hugh Miller,

My

The tower projects into the body of the church
and has an opening at the level of the gallery. On
each side is an aisle, both shorter than when first
built, while the missing S. aisle opposite the tower
is represented only by an arch moulded with a great
undulating curve. The church as it stands to-day is
still covered with the surviving portion of a fine
hammer-beam roof enriched with gilt cc knops "
(Fig. 52). This is said to have been constructed
partly with timber removed from the Old Tolbooth
(No. 80). Otherwise, however, there is nothing of
special interest left inside.
PLATE.-The church plate includes the following
items! : (x) Two silver cups inscribed Gifted to God and
his Church by George Fowlis Younger to the South
East Parish of Edinr 1633. Renewed by the Council
of Edinburgh 1756.
(2) Two other cups inscribed South East Quarter
of Edinburgh 1640.
(3) A silver baptismal laver inscribed Gifted to
God and his church of the south east parish of edinbruch by some wel affected there Anno 1633.
(4) A silver baptismal basin with the text HE THAT
BELEIVETH AND IS BAPTIZED SHALL BE SAVED engraved
on the front and the inscription GIFTED TO GOD AND
HIS CHURCH OF THE SOUTH EAST PARISH OF EDINBRVGH
BY SOME WELL AFFECTED THEIR 1682.
(5) A pewter tankard inscribed FOR THE USE OF
THE HOLY SACRAMENT OF OUR LORDS SUPPER IN THE
SOUTH EAST PAR lOCH OF EDINBURGH 1688.
(6) Two pewter alms-dishes, both inscribed
SOUTH EAST KIRK 1723.
Schools and Schoolmasters, ed . 1858, p. 348.
first three items were evidently presented to the
congregation while it was still worshipping in St. Giles'
Church.

t The
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BELL.-The bell, which is modern, replaces
another which had been brought from Holyrood
Abbey but was destroyed in the fire of 1824.3
1 B.R., 1626-41, p. 186.
2 Ibid., App. ix, and
1642-55, p. 20. 3 P.S.A.S., xviii (1883-4), p. 102
note.

4. Trinity College Church.-This collegiate
church was founded in 1460 by Marie of Gueldres,
in memory of her husband James 11, and was
dedicated to the Holy Trinity, the Blessed Virgin,
St. Ninian and All Saints. It occupied the site of a
former chapel of St. Ninian,* in the hollow below
the S.W. shoulder of the Calton Hill, where it
immediately adjoined the town gate that was originally named after St. Andrew but which latterly
became known as Leith Wynd Port. On its S. side
stood the manses of the prebendaries facing, on the
opposite side of the street, the Trinity Hospital,
founded as another part of the same benefaction for
the support of thirteen bedemen. The establishment, or college, included a provost, eight prebendaries and two choristers, the priests being bound by
the terms of their appointment to "make personal
residence and by themselves and not by another or
others" to fulfil the obligations of their office-a
provision calculated to prevent the evils of absenteeism from which both Church and State were then
suffering. The construction of the collegiate church
was begun in the lifetime of the foundress under the
direction of Sir Edward Bonkill, the first provost,
and John Halkerstone, master of the fabric; but
when, in 1531, operations were broken off, never to
be resumed, no more than the choir and transepts
had been completed. The nave had not been begun,
and of the nave aisles only a few stones had been laid.
When Queen Mary died, in 1463, her obsequies
were celebrated in Brechin Cathedral but she was
laid to rest in the church that she had founded in
Edinburgh. Accounts of the searches made on the
site for her remains will be found in P.S.A.S., iv
(1860-2), pp. 554-77.
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gateway a two-storeyed range extends N. and S.
along the E. side of the court and abuts on a short
two-storeyed building occupying most of the N.
side. On the S. side stands an oblong building of
two storeys and an attic, which has a wing extending
to the S. and, apparently, a round tower with a
pyramidal roof projecting from the S.E. corner. A
simple archway gives access from Leith Wynd to
the larger enclosure, which the church, incomplete
as it is, almost covers. The church itself has an
apsidal-ended, aisled choir, shallow transepts, and a
N. re-vestry. Above the crossing rises a tower,
shown with a temporary couple-roof. From later
drawings it appears that the W. crossing-arch was
filled in with a screen wall, that all parts were
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FIG. 149.-TrinityCollege Church (No. 4), from plan
preserved in the Library of the Society of Antiquaries
of Scotland .

The hospital, already out of repair in 1576, was
removed in 1585 to the site previously occupied by
the prebendaries' manses, which had been destroyed
in 1558. Church and hospital are both illustrated in
Gordon of Rothiemay's map of 1647, each standing
in its own enclosure on the W. side of Leith Wynd
and overlooking on the W. a garden down the
middle of which runs a stream t having a dovecot on
its N. bank. The smaller court is entered at the
centre of the E. side by a gateway that is surmounted
by a pyramidal spire with a cross; and from the

covered with tierceron vaults, that the high roofs
were slated, and that the re-vestry and aisles were
stone-flagged. The entrance led through a porch
into the S. aisle. Sir Daniel Wilson has probably
given the most comprehensive account of the building.!
Mter the Reformation the church fell to the
Crown and was conveyed with its endowments to
the provost and magistrates of Edinburgh by a royal
charter of 12th November, 15672. This led, in the
end, to its downfall, for some three centuries later,
with the consent of the minister, the presbytery and
the town council, the property was acquired by the
North British Railway Company who proceeded, in

• Arnot was wrong in believing that the remains
described by him in The History of Edinburgh, p . 248,
were those of St. Ninian's Chapel, as they were evidently

about 200 yards away from the chapel's true position.
t This stream was the "torrent" or .. strand" that
carried off the overflow of the North Loch.

PLATE 53.

FIG. 151 .~Detail of pier-arcade.

FIG. 15 2.-Wall-shaft, cap ital and tas-de -charge of vault.

FIG. 153.- Pier-arcade.

FIG.I54·- Vault.

TRINITY COLLEGE CHURCH (No. 4).
To face p. 36.
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FIG. 155.- Carved capital with shield .
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FIG. 156.-Fireplace.

TRINITY COLLEGE CHURCH (No . 4 ) .

FI G. T5 7 .- Piscina.

PLATE 55.

FIG.

Is8.- D etai l of firep lace.

FIG.

FIG.

160.- Detai l of firep lace.

FIG. rC,1

TRINITY COLLEGE CHURCH (No 4) .

159.- Detail of fireplace.

. -Detail of fireplace.
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B y courlesy 0/ Ihe Nalional Gallery 0/ Scotland.
FIG.
r
63
.-Altar-piece
panel
d
Ep
:cting Sir Edward Boncle with two
FIG. r62.-Altar-piece panel depicting the Hol y Trinity.
angels and a pipe-organ.
TRINITY COLLEGE CHURCH (No. 4).
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1848, to demolish the church to make way for the
Waverley Station. A spirited protest against the
demolition was entered by the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, who had memorialised the
provost and magistrates, as well as the Lords of
H.M. Treasury, in 18443; and although the protest
was unsuccessful, as the parties immediately concerned had assented to the demolition, it did some
good in that the operation was undertaken with
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FIG. 150.-Trinity College Church (No. 4), the Nether
Port Bow (No. 64) and adjoining buildings, in
1647, after Gordon of Rothiemay.

some care, the individual stones being numbered on
removal in correspondence with record drawings in
order that the church might be rebuilt upon some
other site. But unfortunately, as the result of a
law-suit, the stones were suffered to lie unprotected
for nearly thirty years on the Calton Hill, where
they formed a convenient source of material for
suburban rockeries. Some of the strays have since
been gathered together and placed in Lady Stair's
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House (No. 15), while others are at the Astley
Ainslie Institute (No. 2°5); the fragments of a ISthcentury Gothic window in the rockery at Craigcrook
Castle 4 are likewise believed to have come from here.
In 1872 a new church, dedicated to the Holy
Trinity and designed to serve the N.E. part of
Edinburgh, was begun on a site in Jeffrey Street.
It had a hall at its S. end built out of the material of
the collegiate church and in the shape of the old
choir without its aisles. In the rebuilt structure,
which measures 66 ft. 3 in. from E. to W. by 23 ft.
6 in. from N. to S., two bays of the N. arcade of the
choir open to the church while the westernmost bay
is filled in with a screen wall into which has been
inserted the old re-vestry door, heightened by one
course. The S. arcade, also infilled, has become the
S. wall. The apse at the E. end is lofty and is
strengthened externally by tall, staged buttresses
terminating in gabletted, crocketted finials and
bearing niches for effigies on their outer faces at the
level of the window-heads. The E. windows are
tall, single lights with low sills and pointed heads,
devoid of tracery; the W. window, which originally
had transoms, is surmounted by a quatrefoiled
roundel. Both the W. window and the roundel
were probably in one or other of the original transepts. The S. windows, taken from the aisles and
clearstoreys, have obtusely-pointed heads infilled
with tracery which has been considerably restored.
The N. side is windowless. The walling is of
ashlar in courses from 10 to IS inches high; most
of it is polished but some stones are fine-axed. A
moulded corbel-course enriched with paterae supports at the wall-head a parapet, from which project
grotesque waterspouts. A miscellaneous collection
of carved and moulded stones is built into the outer
walls for preservation. Of these may be mentioned
three triple capitals decorated with foliage and
shields. Two of these are charged: A hand issuing
out of the dexter flank, "" thereon a falcon perching
and hooded, on a chief, three mullets. The falcon
is flanked by the initials I B. Although usually
attributed to Buntine, this coat represents B1ackhall,
and it has probably been carved from a signet ring or
seal since the arm should properly be on the sinister
side. The third shield bears the initials I P on
either side of the sacred monogram IHSM, for Jesus
Maria. Attention may also be drawn to the
consecration crosses, of which there are two complete examples, measuring about 13! ins. in diameter,
at the E. end of the S. wall and on one jamb of the
S.E. window, while fragments of six others are
traceable on the buttresses and beneath the central
E. window.
Internally the bay design is two-storeyed, as was
customary in the later 15th century. The piers of

• The hand appears on one shield only.
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the arcade are lozenge-shaped on plan, their crosssection comprising four sturdy, semi-circular shafts
at the cardinal points; these have broad fillets and
are separated from one another by nooks. The
bases are depressed with the upper part returning
round the pier-members, and the lower part lozengeshaped. The capitals, which also return round the
pier-members, are moulded at the top while the bell
is enriched with flowing foliage. The arches are
pointed and equilateral, with delicate mouldings
alternately concave and bulbous. The ceiling is a
fine tierceron-vauIt, stelliform and with richly carved
bosses at the rib-junctions. Each tas-de-charge is
received on a moulded and carved capital, which
rests on a slender wall-shaft set out from a grotesquely
carved corbel in the arch-spandrel. Above the
apices of the arches runs a slender string. Elaborately carved image-brackets flank the E. window.
A piscina with a tabernacled canopy and a richlycarved, corbelled basin, the latter provided with a
horizontal drain, has been inserted in the vestibule
of the church.
FIREPLACE.-A fireplace, said by some to have
been removed from John Hope's house, which stood
between Barringer's and Chalmer's Closes, but
stated in another account to have been found in
pieces while the site of the modern church was
being cleared, has been inserted in the W. wall of
the hall. The jambs, which alone are original, are
probably to be referred to the second half of the 15th
century. They are 5 ft. 6 in. in height and include
a series of roll-and-hollow members built up on a
semi-lozenge plan, two of the hollows being enriched with a graceful scroll. Their carved capitals,
which have considerable artistic merit, are of special
interest since they portray scenes of the family life
of their time. The bases are bell-shaped. Their
upper parts, enriched with foliage, return round the
jamb members, while the moulded parts below
revert to the semi-lozenge plan.
PLATE.-The church plate includes the following
articles : (1) A London-made silver cup, almost identical
with another at Greyfriars Church, with the arms of
the City engraved inside the bowl. It bears two
inscriptions, FOR THE NORTH-EAST PARISHE on the
body of the bowl and GIFTED BY JAMES ROVGHEAD
ANNO 1632 inside the foot.
(2) Two London-made silver flagons, inscribed on
the body IN THAT DAY SHALL THERE BE VPON THE
POTS IN THE LORDS HOVSE-HOLINESSE VNTO THE LORD,
and on the foot GIFTED TO THE NORTH EAST PARISH
'*' There were two John Trotters, father and son. The
elder was admitted burgess in 1589-90 and guild-brother
three years later; the younger was admitted burgess and
guild-brother in 1630.
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OF EDENBVRGH BY THE CHARITIE OF SOME HONEST
INDWELLERS OF THE SAME ANNO 1633.
(3) A silver bread-plate, made in Edinburgh by
Thomas Kirkwood, and containing in the centre an
engraving of Christ kneeling before an altar on which
are displayed the sacramental elements. Round the
engraving runs the inscription EXCEPT YEE EATE THE
FLESH OF THE SONNE OF MAN AND DRINKE HIS BLOOD
YE HAVE NO LIFE IN YOV. JOHNE 6, 53, and on the back
is another THIS BASON WAS MADE FOR THE NORTHEAST PARISHE OF EDENBROVGH AND THAT AT THE
CHARGES AND BY THE CHARITIE OF SOME HONEST
INDWELLERS OF THE SAME ANNO 1633 .
(4) A silver baptismal basin, also by Kirkwood,
with a text engraved on the rim I INDEED HAVE
BAPTIZED YOV WITH WATER BVT HE SHALL BAPTIZE
YOV WITH THE HOLY GHOST MARKE L, 8, and an
inscription on the back GIfTED TO THE NORTH EAST
PARISHE OF EDENBROVGH BY JOHN TROTTER'*' ELDER
ANNO 1633.
(5) A silver baptismal laver with a cover and
covered spout, made in Edinburgh, in 1696-7, by
Walter Scott. t Round the centre of the bowl is
engraved the text GALATIANS 3, 7, FOR AS MANY OF
YOV AS HAVE BEEN BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST HAVE PVT
ON CHRIST. 5
(6) Two bronze collection-plates, the larger one
inscribed DAVID GRANT, MERCHANT IN EDR 1716, and
the smaller one GIFTED BY JOHN BROVN MERCHANT
IN EDR TO THE COLLEDGE KIRK SESSION 1741. This
smaller plate, however, is considered to be at least
a century older than its inscription would imply,
seeing that it bears in the centre a shield, supported
by two rampant leopards upholding a bishop's
mitre surmounted by a cross. The border is
enriched with a vine-scroll in which four human
heads are included. 6
BELL.-In the modern belfry hangs a bell inscribed RO HOG FECIT FOR THE HOSPITAL OF THE
COLLEDG KIRK OF EDINBVRGH and dated 1639, the
year in which the bell was recast by Robert Hog at
Stirling. 7
ALTAR-PIECE.-Mr. Stanley Cursiter, C.B.E.,
. R.S.A., R.S.W., Director of the National Galleries
of Scotland, has supplied the following particulars of
this unique relic of ecclesiastical art in Scotland.
"The two panels (Figs. 162-165), known as the
Trinity College altar-piece, are the property of H.M.
the King and are now on loan to the National Gallery
of Scotland.
" Each panel measures 78 in. by 38 in. by i in.
thick thinned to i in. round the edges, and is formed

t Waiter Scott, goldsmith, was admitted a burgess in
1686 in the right of his father, John Scott, merchant.
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of three or four widths of oak clamped together.
The nature of the joints is not clear, but they are
probably dowelled. The panels are painted on both
sides and the subjects are (a) the Holy Trinity, with,
on the reverse (b) James III of Scotland with a young
Prince and St. Andrew; (c) Sir Edward Boncle (or
Bonkill), Provost of Trinity College Kirk, with two
attendant angels and a pipe organ, with, on the
reverse (d) Queen Margaret of Denmark and a
Patron Saint (Canute ?). It is assumed that the
panels were enclosed in a hinged framework and
that in one position Sir Edward Boncle would be
shown kneeling before the Trinity and in the other
the Royal portraits would be displayed. There is
no record of any painted central panel to which the
existing panels would have formed the wings,
provided the altar-piece was in triptych form, but
they may have been associated with a carved centrepiece. The possibility that they served some c;>ther
purpose, such as enclosing an organ, cannot be
disregarded.
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" Pinkerton in his History of Scotland, assuming
that the young prince was J ames IV at the age of ten,
had indicated 1482 as the date of the panels, and had
suggested that the attendant angels represented the
King's sisters, Lady Mary Hamilton and Margaret.
Further suggestions were that St. Andrew was a
portrait of Schevez, Archbishop of St. Andrews, but
this seemed untenable as the figure had no resemblance to an accepted medallion portrait of the Archbishop; also that the Queen's Saint was a portrait of
her father, King Christian, in the guise of either St.
Olave or St. Canute.
" The identifications of James Ill, Margaret, and
Boncle seem to be beyond dispute as they each have
their arms displayed on their respective panels.
The identification of the remaining figures is a matter
of conjecture. There seems no good reason for
believing that the Patron Saints are portraits. St.
Andrew will be dealt with later, but, if the Queen's
saint is her father, he might be expected to wear a
crown, bear arms, or have some other indication of
his rank. Pinkerton has pointed out that the
bannerette on his spear is the ordinary banner of a
crusader. The suggestion that the angel behind
Boncle is Mary of Gueldres is based on the fact
that she was the Founder of Trinity College Church
and was buried beneath the altar on which possibly
the panels stood. She is shown placing her hand on
Boncle's shoulder with a protective gesture. Boncle
was her Confessor and the first Provost of the Church.
It is assumed that her rank is indicated by the
diadem which she wears. Against this must be
reckoned that the figure is shown with wings, as also
is her ' daughter' the second angel. There appears
to be no other portrait of Mary of Gueldres which
would help to establish the type as a likeness, and it
is open to doubt whether a deceased Queen would
be represented as a winged angel.
"The remaining figure, the young Prince, is
equally difficult to identify. It was customary in
compositions such as this to show with the principal
male figure the sons or male relatives. In this case
the choice would lie between the son, later James IV,
or the King's brother, the Duke of Albany. It is a
question of dates. It is obvious that the panels
were painted after the marriage of J ames and
Margaret in July, 1469, and if the child is the Duke
of Albany the probability is that it was painted
before the birth of James IV in March, 1472-3 . If
the date of Albany's birth, given as 1454 (?), is
approximately correct, he was fifteen in 1469, which
seems .older than the child shown on the panel.

" The -earliest known record of the panels appears
in a list of pictures belonging to James VI and I,
written about 1623 or 1624 and entitled' A note of
all such Pictures as Your Highness hath at this
present, done by severall Famous Masters owne
hands by the Life,' in which the first entry is
.' Imprimis, King J ames the Third of Scotland, with
his Queene, donne by Joan Vanak ' (Jan van Eyck).
This attribution is, of course, impossible as Van
Eyck died before James III was born. The entry is
of interest as showing that the panels had been
removed to England, but whether after the Union of
the Crowns or earlier is not clear. They appear to
have been kept at various times at Whitehall, at St.
James's Palace, and at Hampton Court. In response
to a Memorial presented to Queen Victoria, the
panels were restored to Holyroodhouse in 1857.
" In that year Dr. David Laing read to the Society
of Antiquaries a paper describing the panels and
tracing their history8 and later, in 1873, he submitted
a further note. 9 Laing quotes the references to the
panels made' by Pinkerton and Dr. Waagen and the
conjectures made by both as to the persons represented and the artist responsible. Laing's own final
opinion as given in his note of 1875 may be summarised as follows. The principal figures are undoubtedly James III and his Queen Margaret, and the
probable date shortly after their marrage in 1469 when
the King was eighteen and the Queen thirteen (?).
The young Prince is not the King's son, James,
afterwards James IV, but his younger brother, the
Duke of Albany, born in 1454 (?). The kneeling
priest is Sir Edward Boncle and the attendant
angels are Mary of Gueldres (seated at the organ),
.Il).other of J ames III and the founder of the Church
in 1462, and the second angel one of her daughters.

" If the child is James IV, the panel must have
been painted after 1472-3 and probably before 1476
when the second son of J ames and Margaret was
born. If after 1476, both children would probably
have been shown. This would narrow the probable
39
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dates for the picture to either shortly after 1469 or
shortly before 1476. In the latter case the child
James IV could only be 3-4 years of age, which is
less than the child shown on the panel.
" If the Prince is accepted as J ames IV and the
age of the child represented is reckoned as ten, the
date of the painting must be 1482-3 and we are left
with the unaccountable absence of the King's
younger son. It is probable that the Royal portraits
were done from drawings or descriptions rather than
actually from life, and the figure of the child need
not be an exact delineation but be merely a child in
general terms (with a portrait head added) as indicating the next in succession. The probability that the
panels were painted as commemorative works to
mark the King's marriage, rather than on some
undefined occasion later, would suggest that the
young Prince is the Duke of Albany. This assumption is supported by a circumstance noted by M.
Joseph Destree. * Boncle had a brother, Alexander
Boncle, who had acquired the rights of citizenship
in Bruges. On 14th April, 1469, a Scottish embassy
arrived in Bruges and doubtless Alexander Boncle
would be in evidence. Later Boncle was sent by
Charles the Bold and the town of Bruges to pay
court to James III and the four principal towns in
Scotland, so Alexander may have been the link at
this time between the Provost of Trinity College
Church and Hugo van der Goes who was then in the
Royal Service in Bruges.
"Laing in his note of 1875 makes several suggestions for attributions to artists of the Flemish
School. Sir James L. Caw in Scottish Portraits
adopts the attribution to Hugo van der Goes (1435 ?1482 ?) and that attribution is now most generally
accepted. Hugo van der Goes, who was probably
born at Ghent, became Master of the Guild of St.
Luke in 1466. He was in the Royal Service at
Bruges in 1468 and entered the monastery of Austin
Canons at Roodenclooster near Brussels in 1476.
In 1478 he was at Louvain and in 1481-2 at Cologne.
Later he appears to have become mentally deranged
and returned to the monastery to die.
"The panels correspond in several details with
works ascribed to Hugo van der Goes, but the Guild
system in Flemish Art tends to the continuance of
types and details in a manner which renders it
difficult to make attributions with certainty. However, a few works by him are sufficiently supported
by tradition to leave little doubt. Of these one of
the most important is the ' Death of the Virgin' in
the Art Gallery at Bruges. This picture has been
considerably restored but one of the figures bears a
striking resemblance to the head of St. Andrew in
the Trinity College panels. Both heads might have

been painted from the same model. A curious
parallel is that in both pictures the high-lights in the
eyes of the figures are doubled as though the artist
had made his study in a room with two windows.
M. Destree draws attention to the similarity of St.
Andrew to Saints Thomas and Anthony in a diptych
at Vienna, attributed to van der Goes, and also to
the hands ofthe figures in the Trinity College panels
which are characteristic of the artist's manner.
" On the Queen's head-dress there is an inscription which Pinkerton gives as P. ANAG and which
Laing says appears to be PHAT, but he only reproduces the form of the Gothic letters in a diagram.
Some attempt has been made to read this inscription
as PRAT and connect it with a painter, David Pratt,
who is noted in the Royal Accounts as receiving
several small payments in 1497. Another suggestion
has been made that the first and last 'letters' are
decorations and that the ' three central letters are
HAG for Hugo a Goes as a possible form of the name
Hugo van der Goes.
"In the Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam, there is a
, Pieta ' (No. 339) in which the half-length figure of
Christ corresponds closely with the upper half of
the Christ figure in the Trinity College panel. One
of the supporting female figures has an inscription on
the decorated edge of the neck-opening of her dress
which resembles the lettering in the head-dress of
Queen Margaret and the same three letters HAG
occur, clear and definite. In a very inferior copy
or school picture in Ghent Museum, t which repeats
the Rijksmuseum composition with variations, this
inscription is rendered as MAGDALEN.
"One other point of interest may be noted.
Laing quoted the following extract from the Customs
records for the Burgh of Edinburgh 10 ' Et Domino
Edwardo Boncle preposito ecclesie Collegiate Sancte
Trinitatis prope Edinburgh pro uno pare Organorum
ad dictum Collegium, de mandato Domini Regis, x.
libre.' ('And £10 to Sir Edward Boncle, provost of
the collegiate church of the Holy Trinity near
Edinburgh, for a pair of organs for the said college,
by order of our lord the king'). This may be the
very organ represented in the background of Boncle's
panel or at least indicates why an organ should be
associated with his portrait."
1 P.S.A .S., xviii (1883-4), pp. 128-70.
2 Laing,
Collegiate Churches, p. xxviii. 3 Arch. Scot., iv, p.
448. 4 Inventory of Midlothian, p. 37. 5 Burns,
Old Scottish Communion Plate, pp. 223-4 and 520-1.
6 P.S.A.S., xiv (1879-80), p. 168.
7 Ibid., pp. 168-9.
8 P.S.A.S., vol. iii (1857-60), pp. 8-22.
9 P.S.A.S.,
x (1872-4), pp. 310-24. 10 Rot. Scacc., No. 258,
14 Junij 1466- 1 Junij 1467.

• Hugo van der Goes par Joseph Destree, (G. van
Oest et Cie, Bruxelles et Paris), 1914.

t Other versions or copies are in Toumai, Naples and
Saragossa.
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FIG . 164.-Altar-piece panel depicting J am es III with a young
FIG. 165.-Altar-piece panel depicting Quee n M arga ret
Prince and St. Andrew.
with a Patron Saint.
TRINITY COLLEGE CHURCH (No. 4).
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FIG. r66.-Statue of Charles II (No. 62) .
To face p. 4 [.

BURGH OF]

INVENTORY OF MONUMENTS IN EDINBURGH

5. St. Patrick's Church, South Gray's
Close (40 iligh Street).- Although the postal
address is given as 40 High Street, this church
actually faces the Cowgate as it stands near the foot of
the E. side of South Gray's Close, on a site purchased
from the Royal College of Physicians. Built between
1771 and 1774 to house the united congregations of
three Episcopalian chapels, it was acquired for the
Roman Catholic communion in 1856. As first laid
out the building was oblong on plan with the major
axis running N. and S., but an apse containing a
Venetian window projected from the E. side. There
were two tiers of windows on each side of the church,
the lower ones having segmental heads while those
above were round-arched. At either end there was
to have been a portico, the one to the S. pillared
and supporting a pediment, with a tower behinq it ;
but by the time that the tower had been built funds
had run out and the construction of the porticoes
had consequently to be deferred. A S. portico ill
the form of a Renaissance fa~ade has now been
added to -the fabric, and for the N. portico a second
apse has been substituted. A porch has also been
built out on the W. side. The building as a whole
is plain, the tower (Fig. II) being the best part of it.
Built of ashlar, this rises above the roof in two
square tiers to an octagonal bell-chamber surmounted by a lead-covered dome and fl(:che .
Within the bell-chamber once hung a bell from
Holyrood (cf. p. 136), since removed to St. Paul's,
York Place. The church is equally plain inside,
decoration being confined to the apses, where the
altars stand. On the original apse there are six
paintings; the subjects cannot be seen for want of
light, but five of them are probably the original
paintings by Runciman, a native artist, representing
respectively The Ascension, Christ addressing the
woman of Samaria, the return of the Prodigal,
Moses, and Elijah. Above the gallery on the S.
wall is a good contemporary organ.
6. The Magdalen Chapel, 39 Cowgate.-The
article that follows has been adapted from a report,
prepared expressly for the purpose of this Inventoryby two former members of the Commission, the
late Dr. Thomas Ross and the late Professor G.
Baldwin Brown, and published in full in The Book
of the Old Edinburgh Club, viii, pp. I if. t
The Magdalen Chapel is a monument of great
interest, an interest not restricted to its architectural
qualities. In the first place, it was erected almost
within the last decade of the supremacy of the
Church of Rome in Scotland, and in the second
place, like the Church of St. Giles (No. 2) and
the Tailors' Hall (No. 54), it was intimately connected with the life of the medireval trade• As noted in O.E.C., xi, p. 125.

t Reference

should be made to this paper for details
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corporations. As will be seen, it was in virtue of
its connection with the Incorporation of Hammermen
that the foundation survived until the nineteenth
century, with its constitution unaltered and still
performing its original charitable functions.
The Chapel, to which were attached a chaplain's
lodging and a hospital or almshouse for bedemen,
was founded in the first half of the sixteenth century
by Michael Macqueen, a burgess of Edinburgh, and
by his wife, Janet or Jonet Rhynd. Macqueen died
in or about the year 1537, but his wife survived
until 1553. Information as to the circumstances of
the foundation can be obtained from the Confirmation
Charter given, in 1547, by Janet Rhynd as sole
executrix of her husband. From this document
it appears that Macqueen had bequeathed a sum of
£700 to complete the provision of a chapel and
other buildings for the accommodation of a chaplain
and seven poor men, who should devote their lives
to prayer; that certain other persons who had
undertaken to help in the work had failed to implement their promises; and that J anet Rhynd had
accordingly assumed the whole charge of the work
herself, adding £2,000 to her husband's original
bequest and erecting from their foundations a
chapel and hospital on the S. side of the Cowgate
for the reception of the chaplain and seven poor
men, dedicating it in the name of Mary Magdalen.
The inmates were to pray for the salvation of the
soul of Mary, Queen of Scots, and for those of the
two founders, of their forebears, and of others who
had helped in the work. The benefit of the prayers
was also to be shared by the " patrons" of the
chapel, defined as the "tribune or deacon and
masters of the craft of the Hammermen of the City
of Edinburgh" and their successors in office ; and
after the death of the foundress the patrons were
to assume the duties of making presentations to the
office of chaplain, of selecting suitable pensioners,
of keeping the buildings in repair and properly
supplied, and of carrying out the intentions of the
Trust in all respects. Actually the Hammermen's
records indicate that they had dealings with the
Chapel for some years before the date of J anet
Rhynd's death, and not only after that event as the
charter provides.
The Hospital stood at the corner of the Cowgate
and Candlemaker Row, Gordon's drawing (Fig. 167)
showing that its buildings faced the Cowgate and
abutted on the W. on the houses in Candlemaker
Row. The last of these may indeed have been
included in it, as no other building is shown which
would represent the so-called" cross-house," a part
which Isobel Macqueen is known to have built and
endowed in 1555. The Hospital was bounded on
which have had to be excluded from the present article .
For the history of the Chapel see also Tram . Scot . Eccles.
Soc ., v, pp. 96-101.
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the E. by a passage which ran parallel to some
houses extending S. from the Cowgate. It included
the Chapel, a tower, and two adjoining buildings
The
when Gordon prepared his illustration.
Chapel appears as an oblong, orientated block, which
evidently contained several storeys at its W. end,
since there is a semi-circular staircase projecting
from its S. wall, but with a single storey at its E.
end, lit by four large windows overlooking a yard
to the S., in which there seems to have been a well.
Projecting towards the Cowgate on the N. is the
central tower, at that time capped with a pyramidal
spire, from either side of which the oblong subsidiary
buildings extend to E. and W., the one on the W.
being the higher of the two. In all probability
the upper rooms at the W. end of the Chapel formed
the chaplain's quarters.
Apart from a fragment of the subsidiary building
on the E., all that remains is the Chapel and its
tower, the former very considerably altered in
1614-5 by the Hammermen to serve as their
Convening Hall and the latter added by them in
1622 to replace a steeple on the "cross-house,"
w!Iich was then removed. These parts are now
incorporated in the buildings of the Livingston
Memorial Medical Missionary Training Institution
and Dispensary and, except for the tower, the
street frontage is entirely modern. The tower is
built of ashlar where exposed and of rubble where
it was covered by other buildings. Square on plan,
and rising to a height of 73 ft., it terminates in a
bartizan, set out on corbelling and provided with
two water-spouts on each of its sides. Within the
parapet rises a short, octagonal spire covered with
lead and ending in an ogival head surmounted by a
gilt globe and weathercock. The leadwork, globe
and vane all probably date, substantially, from 1625.
Between ground and bartizan the tower contains
five storeys, each one defined externally by a stringcourse. The uppermost storey forms the bellchamber, in which hangs the bell described on p. 44.
At ground level there was probably a porch in
front of the existing boldly-moulded round-arched
doorway, which shows signs of alteration, the wide
splay which surrounds it being an obviously modern
addition. Above the doorway is an entablature with
the following inscription on its frieze: HE THAT HATH
>11<

PITIE VPON THE POORE LENDETH UNTO / THE LORD
AND THE LORD WILL RECOMPENCE HIM THAT / WHICH
HE HETH GIUEN PRO. XIX VERS XVII. On the cornice

rests an armorial panel within a moulded frame,
supported at each side by scrollwork, at either end
of which are little figures resting on pedestals. The
left-hand figure apparently represents a mason clad
in a gabardine and holding a hinged instrument for
taking angles; the one on the right is a Hammerman
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dressed in a costume identified as " late Elizabethan
or quite early Jacobean." The panel is carved with
a shield bearing impaled arms: Dexter, three
wolves' heads couped for Macqueen; sinister, per
cross, 1st, 3rd and 4th ermine, 2nd, two stars in
chief, the four quarters surmounted of a cross
charged at the fess point with a cross-crosslet fitchy,
for Rhynd. Dividing the coats, on the line of
impalement, is a hammer, and ensigning it and the
shield is a crown. The date 1553 is carved in the
two upper corners of the panel; two thistle-heads
flank the crown; the initials of Michael Macqueen
flank the shield, and those of J anet Rhynd appear
below it. The panel is surmounted by a triangular
pediment, containing the date 1649 in its tympanum
and completed at the apex by a finial in the form
of a perforated globe. The composition as a whole
is undoubtedly the most handsome piece of decorative
stone-carving to be seen ·. in a similar position in
Edinburgh, but it obviously embraces work of two
periods. The armorial panel, its moulding, and the
flanking figures are all of about the middle of the
16th century. The rest would agree with the date
1649 given in the tympanum, which probably states
the year in which the various pieces were assembled.
It may be mentioned in passing that fragments of
two supporting trusses, both evidently of the 17th
century and each carved on its inner side with a
nude figure, one half as large again as the other, lie
loose in front of the doorway. These may once
have been combined with some of the pieces just
described.
Above this assemblage is seen a modern window
placed between the levels of the first and second
floors. On each of the two floors above there is an
original window with a lintel. The upper one is
repeated on the other three faces of the tower, the
W. one having a sun-dial cut on the sill with the
gnomon still in position. In each wall of the bellchamber is a louvred light with a pointed arch-head.
Only the E. gable and S. side of the Chapel are
visible from outside, and it will be found that the
masonry, which is of rubble, has been considerably
altered and repaired. There are no openings in the
gable itself but, where it has been extended to
form the gable of the building that stood against
the E. side of the tower, a built-up doorway of
17th-century date can be seen at ground level with
a contemporary window, also built up, immediately
above it. As for the S. wall of the Chapel, the
four windows shown by Gordon have been opened
out to form three widely-splayed lights with lintels,
and, if his illustration is accurate, it follows that
all three are subsequent to 1647. Below them runs
a splayed basement-course, at the W. end of which
can be traced a built-up doorway, both original

• "Ye tumepyk in ye chapell" is mentioned in the Hammerrnen's records in
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parts of the fabric. Although the " turnepyk " has
long since been removed, its junction with this
wall is still traceable. Higher up and to the left is a
small built-up opening, the entrance to a dovecot,
which was formed in the roof-space and which had
wooden nests.
The Chapel is now approached from a modern
vestibule and entered from a doorway broken out
through its W. gable. The earlier access, however,
led through the base of the tower to an entrance
which still exists in the mutual wall. The latter
doorway is moulded and has on the lintel three
uncarved shields which presumably once bore
painted coats of arms. The arrangement of the
Chapel is substantially that obtaining in 1614-5.
The interior is divided unequally into two levels
by a step with a large moulding, which returns
downwards at each end; beyond the step the
division was apparently continued by a chancel rail
in the form of a low parpend-wall. The E. division
was a chancel. Of this the only surviving features
are a locker for altar vessel" in the gable and the
sarcophagus of the foundn ss, which can still be
seen at the S.E. corner-that is, on the S. side of the
original position of the altar. The floor of the
chancel has been raised about 2 ft. above its original
level to make a platform, having a concave front, for
the seats of the office-bearers of the Incorporation.
The wainscot screen in front of the platform, which
has a bench on its inner side, was decorated about
1710 with the insignia of the eight principal trades
embraced by the Incorporation. These are spaced
out on either side of the Hammermen's badge, a
hammer surmounted by a crown. Apart from this
badge, the other devices are represented on shields
suspended from chains with padlocks at each end.
They include (I) Azure (now Vert), on a chevron
Argent (now Or) between three portcullises Or, as
many thistles slipped and leaved proper, for the
Pewterers. (2) Azure, a chevron between three
horse-bits Argent, for the Lorimers. (3) Azure, a
chevron between three saddles with stirrups Or, for
the Saddlers. (4) Azure, on a chevron between
three hammers, each ensigned with an open crown
Or of the first, as many horse-shoes Sable, for the
Blacksmiths. (5) Gules, three pairs of daggers in
saltire proper pommelled Or, for the Cutlers. (6)
Azure, a key erect Or, for the Locksmiths. (7)
Argent, on a chevron Gules, a gauntlet between
two swords points upwards of the first, and on a
chief a roundel Azure charged with a saltire Or
between two helmets of the last, for the Armourers.
(8) Gules, a pair of shears erect Azure, for the
Shear-smiths.
Before the platform, and concentric with its front,
is a good wrought-iron screen also with a wooden
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bench on its inner side. On the platform stand
three Heppelwhite chairs of mahogany as well as
two other chairs with semi-circular backs, painted
green and labelled in gold respectively TREASURER
and CLERK. The N. and E. walls of the chapel
bear three tiers of decorative arcading and five
rectangular panels above the dado-panelling. On
the N. wall the arcading has eighty-three divisions,
that on the E. wall ninety-eight, in which are records
of various benefacti.ms of which the earliest one
may be given in full:* ISOBELL / MACQUHANE /
SPOUSE OF GILBT LAUDER / MERT BURGES OF EDINR /
BIGGED yE CROSE HOUSE / & MORTIFIED 50£ YEARLY /
ON YE COUSLAND LIMEt / ANNO 1555.

The central window in the S. wall of the Chapel is
divided into eight compartments, the four in the
centre containing roundels, 26 in. in diameter,
which have the distinction of being filled with what
is almost the only ancient stained glass now left in
Scotland, and by far the most important PreReformation glass that has survived there. This
glass forms the subject of no fewer than three papers
in the Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries of
Scotland!, of which the earliest one is accompanied
by a coloured illustration. Since that drawing was
made the glass has been re-leaded, and the position
of the upper two roundels has been reversed. As
they now stand the upper dexter roundel displays
the Royal Arms of Scotland on a shield surmounted
by a crown and encircled by a wreath of thistles
slipped and flowered proper. The one on the sinister
side exhibits the ensigns armorial of Queen Marie de
Guise-Lorraine, second wife of King James V, upon
a shield surmounted by a crown and encircled by a
wreath of laurel. The lower dexter roundel displays
a shield charged : Argent, three savages' (wolves')
heads erased proper, for Michael Macqueen, whose
initials, in gold, flank the shield on the dexter side
and are balanced by those of his wife on the sinister
side. The shield is surrounded by blue glass within
a border, for the most part of plain green glass but
containing three unrelated fragments of painted glass.
The lower sinister roundel contains a shield bearing
the impaled arms of Macqueen and his wife, and
flanked by their initials. Here, too, the blue glass
in which the shield is set is surrounded by a border
formed partly of green glass, partly of clear glass,
and partly of a band of Renaissance ornament
painted in silver stain and brown enamel on clear
glass. The colouring of the glass as a whole is
brilliant, although the quality of the material is poor.
Both pot metal and flashed glass are used, and any
parts taken out have been removed by abrasion, as
acid was not in vogue for this purpose in the 16th
century. The other two windows have modern
frames divided into panes by broad astragals.

t Cousland, in Cranston parish , M idlothian , was one of
the principal sources for this commodity.

• This panel and several others are palimpsests.
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The W. and major part of the Chapel has a modern
inclined floor seated with modern pews. High up
on the W. wall, considerably above the entrance, is
a stone panel within a moulded and gilt surround
containing the Crown and Hammer, emblems of
the Incorporation, flanked by ANNO 1624 / LORD
BLES / THE HAMMER/MEN PATRONS OF / THIS HOSPITAL.
Below this hangs a painted panel. It represents a
scrolled shield with the City arms-Argent, a castle
triple-towered and embattled Sable, masoned of the
first, the towers topped with three fans Gules,
windows and portcullis shut of the last. The shield
is supported by, dexter, a maiden and, sinister, a
stag, both proper. On a label above runs the motto
NISI/DOMINUS / FRUSTRA, and on a cartouche below,
INSIGNIA CIVITATIS EDINENSIS, with a sword and
mace crossed in saltire beneath, their intersection
covered by a shield bearing a cherub's head.
The whole Chapel is covered with a barrel-shaped
ceiling consisting of a substantial coating of plaster
applied to laths fixed to wooden boarding,- which
is nailed to the underside of arched ribs of timber.
The roof above this consists of ties, rafters, collarti~s and struts in trusses about 18 in. apart, which
were evidently reconstructed about 1651 and again
within comparatively modern times.
The old
timbers are of Scots pine.
TOMB OF THE FOUNDRESS.-The account given in
the Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries of
Scotland 2 is misleading, for practically the whole
tomb still exists beneath the boarding of the platform,
which is hinged so that the top of the tomb can be
made visible if desired. Originally the tomb was
exposed, the Chapel walls forming the S. and E.
sides and two plain slabs the other two sides. The
cover slab has a moulding on the two edges that
stood free. It bears a marginal inscription in late
Gothic lettering: HEIR LYIS ANE HON[ORA]BIL /
WO[MA]N ]ANET RYND YE SPOUS OF UMQUHIL MICEL
MAKQUHEN / BURGES OF ED(INBURGH) FOUNDER OF
YIS / PLACE AND DECESSIT YE Ill] DAY OF DECE(M)BER
A(NN)O D(OMI)NI MO VO LInO (1553). Within the
inscription is a shield bearing the impaled coats of
husband and wife and flanked by their initials.
Above the shield there is, apparently, a monogram
of the same initials with a cross and anchor below,
probably a merchant's mark.
BELL.-The bell measures 3 ft. It in. in diameter at
the skirt and 2 ft. 5 in. from the skirt to the cannons,
which are 5 in. high. It weighs about half a ton.
Round the shoulder runs an inscription in two lines
of Latin majuscules: MICHAEL BURGERHVYS ME
FECIT ANNO 1632 SOLI DEO GLORIA / GOD BLIS THE
HAMERMENE PATRONS OF THE MAGDALENE CHEPEL.
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Burgerhuys of Middleburg, in Holland, was a famous
bell-founder who supplied many if not most of the
17th-century bells mentioned in these Inventories. t
The wheel for the bell-rope is a replica of an oaken
wheel, about 7 ft. in diameter, which is now preserved
in a committee room, and is in all probability part
of the original mechanism. Beneath the bell are the
remains of an old clock, with its hammer so adjusted
as to strike on the skirt. The bell-carriage is kept
clear of the walls in order to avoid damage to the
masonry through constant movement.
CLOCK, ETc.-In the committee room may also
be seen a grandfather's clock bearing, within the
pediment, an inscription, which has been renewed
at some time: GIFTED TO / ST. MAGDALEN'S /
CHAPEL / BY ALEXR BRAND / CLOCK & WATCH-MAKER
IN EDINR. The dial is dated 1727. Above the
fireplace there is fixed a. framed panel inscribed
MITCHELL MACQUANE / MERCHANT BURGES OF EDR /
OUT OF HIS GODLIE ZEALL & CHARITY / FOUNDED
THIS CHAPPELL AND LEFT / 700 POUNDS TO COMPLEIT
THE SAME AND / TO MAINTAIN 7 BEIDMEN IN ANNO
1503 / ]ANET RYND SPOUSE TO THE / SAID MITCHELL
MACQUHANE / ADDED THE SOUME OF 2000 POUNDS
/ AND COMPLEITED THERWITH THIS / CHAPPELL AND
PLACED ONE CHAPLANE & 7 BEIDMEN THERIN / AND
MORTIFIED THE REMANENT OF THE / SAID SOUME
UPON GROUND ANWALS / THE RENT WHEREOF EXTENDS
TO / 42 POUNDS YEARLIE IN ANNO 1547/ THE HAMMERMEN / PATRONS OF THIS HOSPITALL / FOR THE BETTER
SUPPORT OF THE BEIDMEN MORTIFIED THE SOUME / OF
500 MERKS.
1 Vol. xxi (1886-7), pp. 266 ff.; xxvi (1891-2),
pp. 34 ff.; xxviii (1893-4), pp. 9 ff. 2 Vol. xxviii
( 18 93-4), p. 9·

7.

Greyfriars Church and Churchyard.-

The Franciscan Friary of Edinburgh (No. 74),
founded in the time of James II and colonised in 1447
from the Netherlands, stood on the S. side of the
Grassmarket, almost opposite the West Bow, with its
grounds extending over the rise to the S. It was
dissolved in 1559,1 the property thereupon reverting
to the Crown. At that time the churchyard of St.
Giles' Church (No. 2) was still the principal place
of burial in Edinburgh; but it was already overfull,
and in casting about, in 1561, for other sites the
Town Council, realising the danger of crowded
cemeteries within densely populated areas, had
considered the possibilities of the confiscated property.
In the following year they formally petitioned Queen
Mary to grant the Friars' Yards as a burial place,
these being specially suitable for the purpose on
account of their somewhat remote position 2 • The
petition was granted and the Friars' Yards became

t See, for instance, Inventory of East Lothian, No. 23;
Inventory of Midlothian and West Lothian, No. 373;
Inventory of Fife, Kinros!, and Clackmannan, Nos. 374, 375·

• It has been suggested that the boarding may originally
have been painted in the fashion current in the 17th century.
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the common burial-place of Edinburgh. But the
spiritual needs of the living w€<re soon to cause
encroachment upon the abode of the dead. The
population of the city was increasing so rapidly
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Holyrood, Trinity College and St. Cuthbert's
already. had full congregations, and the circumstances
could only be met by a scheme for church extension.
From 1601 onwards the matter was debated, lack
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FIG. 167.-The Magdalen Chapel (No. 6), Greyfriars Church (No. 7) and George Heriot's Hospital (No. 56), with
the town walls and the West Port, in 1647, after Gordon of Rothiemay.

that within half a century the capacity of the churches
was found to be taxed to the utmost. St. Giles' had
first been divided and then subdivided, so that no
additional accommodation was to be had there.

of funds being the main obstacle, but in 1612 the
Town Council decided to make a start by constructing a new church in their most recently
acquired cemetery. This new church, the first to
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be built in Edinburgh since the Reformation, was
opened for worship in 1620, the first congregation
including a nucleus who left St. Giles'. It had an
aisled nave of six bays and a western central tower,
and was built partly out of re-used material taken
from the ruins of the convent of St. Catherine of
Siena or possibly from St. John's Chapel, which
stood near by. In 1636 the churchyard was extended
by taking in ground adjoining the E. wall of Heriot's
Hospital. 3

•

•

•

•

•

• • • • •
""

--

t -

4

• • • • •
•

•

•

1620 - 1718

•

•

o

1718 - 1722

• •

• •
1937

F IG . 168.-Greyfriars Church (No. 7); plans showing the
development of the church from 1620 to 1937.

The imposition of "Laud's Liturgy" in 1637
resulted in the drawing up of the National Covenant
a year later. On 26th February, 1638, this declaration
w~s signed at Greyfriars by thousands of people,
the church becoming so thronged that copies of the
Covenant had to be taken out to the churchyard
for signature there. In the words of the late Dr.
Moir Bryce, Greyfriars was " destined, ere long, to
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illumine the country." In 1650 some of Cromwell's
troops were billeted in the interior, which seems to
have fared no better than other churches similarly
occupied, for according to a contemporary witness'
Greyfriars, Trinity College, and Lady Yester's
churches, together with the High School and a
great part of the University" wer all wasted, thair
pulpites, daskis, loftes, saittes, windois, dures,
lockes, bandis and all uther thair decormentis war
all dung doun to the ground by these Inglische
sodgeris and brint to asses." The Communion
plate (p. 47) was, however, saved. After some
necessary repairs had been effected at the town's
expense, the church was once more used for worship,
but it seems now to have accommodated two
separate congregations. In 1663, however, some
partitions were removed, and it became" onlie one
kirk, as at the begyning, quhane it wes foundit and
buildet."5 After the final defeat of the Covenanting
army at Bothwell Brig in 1679, no fewer than
twelve hundred prisoners, bound in pairs, were
marched to Edinburgh and, since no prison could
take them in, they were left in the open from June
until November in a field inside the Telfer Wall
(No. 60) of 1636, which was absorbed in the churchyard a few years later but was at that time separated
from it by a railing.
From 1706 the Town Council had allowed the
church tower to become a munition store. In 1718
the powder exploded, damaging the tower and the
w. gable so badly that the consequent repairs were
estimated to cost £600 sterling. In point of fact,
only the four bays to the E. were then considered
sufficiently stable to be used again. These were
accordingly shut off by a stout transverse wall,
while galleries were introduced to make up for the
reduction in length. Once again, however, the Town
Council had to face the task of providing more
church-room. In 1719 they decided to build a
second church at Greyfriars; and this they did in
the most economical manner by consolidating and
repairing the two derelict bays and adding two
new ones and a porch to the W. of them. This
extension cost £36,543 Scots and was completed
in 1721.6 In the following year the principal
entrances of both churches, which were situated
side by side in the N. wall, were sheltered by a
stately Classic porch.
In 1845 the fabric was gutted by fire. While the
West Church needed little more than a new roof,
the damage to the East Church was serious. For
one thing the internal arcades had to come down,
and they were not rebuilt; so that the East Church
no longer comprised a nave and aisles, but consisted
of a single wide compartment, the roof of which had
a clear span of 60 ft. from wall to wall. As this
roof was necessarily steeply pitched, the upper part
of the E. gable had to be rebuilt to conform to it.
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Before the .restoration was finally completed, the
windows had been stiffened by the addition of
mullions and tracery. In 1929 the two congregations,
now once again on the point of union, resolved to
mark the occasion by restoring the fabric. By 1932
the first part of the restoration, comprising the
essential work in the East Church, had already been
completed.
The only illustration of the building in its earliest
phase is contained in Gordon's drawing of 1647,
which shows the tower as four-storeyed and still
incomplete, and the body of the church as having
an aisle of six bays on each side, the roofs of all
three divisions being received on curvilinear gables.
There is no clearstorey. Four arched windows are
seen to the S., one of them high-set on account of
an arched doorway below. The E. gable is in
shadow, and all details are consequently obscured.
Built of rubble with ashlar dressings, the church
as it now stands is oblong, measuring about 162
by 72 ft: over all. The length is divided into eight
bays by tall buttresses capped with pyramidal
finials, those at either end being set diagonally.
Every bay, save the easternmost on both sides and
the westernmost on the S. side, has a window. The
majority of these lateral windows have been enlarged
by the dropping of their sills, which in three cases
has entailed the destruction of a doorway below.
The windows are arched and have splayed ingoings,
mostly checked, and six of them have imposts. The
W. gable, capped with a Classic pediment, has a
central three-light window, flanked by two-light
windows ' in the curvilinear gables of the aisles.
The E. gable, surmounted by a modern pediment, a
replica of that extant in 1845, has a central fivelight window, flanked by a three-light window in
the gable of each aisle. Between the pediment and
the apex of the central light there has been inserted
a panel with the date 1614 in the two upper corners,
and the triple-towered castle of Edinburgh below.
The roof of the East Church is modern and, like
that of the West Church, rises above the aisle roofs
without a clearstorey, the high wall-head having a
moulded eavescourse copied from the one to the W .
The East Church had three doorways, on N.,
S. and E. respectively, and there may have been a
fourth in the tower. The one on the E., boldly
moulded and round-arched, can still be seen built
up below the central window. The lower part of the
one on the S. is also traceable in the third bay from
the E. In the reduction of 1719 the one on the
N. was moved E., where it still remains, side by
side with a replica formed to give entry to the West
Church. Both of these latter doorways are roundarched and boldly moulded, and their keystones
bear a well-carved cherub's head. Above the later
of the two may be seen, evidently not in its original
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position, a late-Gothic niche-bracket on which is
carved a castle with the portcullis lowered. The
West Church also had a S. doorway, but this is no
longer distinguishable, as well as a third in the W.
gable, the latter sheltered by a finely detailed,
triple-doored, Renaissance porch. The contrast
between this porch and the one on the N. is very
marked, although there is only a difference of three
years in their ages; the W. porch, although built in
1719, might well be work of the 17th century, while
the N. one is a fully developed Palladian structure,
hardly to be expected so early as 1722.
Until 1937 the two churches remained separated
by the partition of 1718. This contained a central
octagonal turnpike, provided to give access to a
bell-turret which no longer exists, if indeed it
ever did so; the turnpike projected slightly into
both buildings and was entered from the W. one.
In the final stage of the restoration both churches
were combined as a single nave with side-aisles.
In the W. part, the two E. bays of the arcade are
the surviving bays of the church of 1614, which
have served as models both for those of 1719, in the
W. part, and for those recently restored in the E. part.
The piers are octagonal, with moulded capitals
and bases; the arches are chamfered. In the two
W. bays new galleries have been constructed, the
one to the S. forming an organ loft. In the E.
part the galleries and stairs have been removed and
the arcades have been restored. In both parts
new ceilings have been introduced, enlivened with
carved bosses on the beams of the central span.
The interior thus altered is now one of the most
spacious and dignified in the Capital.
CHURCH PLATE.-The collection of church plate
includes two pairs of silver communion-cups, one
pair dated 1633 and the other 1644. The earlier
cups are 9 in. in height and their bowls are 8 in.
in diameter. Round their rims runs a border of
bay leaves with pendant scrolls, while smaller
scrolls enrich the knops and bases. A triple-towered
castle is engraved inside the bowls with the initials
S and V (for south-west) on each side and ANNO 1633
below, the whole being encircled by the inscription
FOR THE CHVRCH OF THE SVTH VEST PARI CH OF
EDINBVRGH. The maker's mark is that of Adam
Lamb, the deacon's punch-mark that of George
Crauford. These cups served as a pattern for the
later pair, which are almost identical with them;
on the later cups, however, the date is given as
ANNO 1644, the castle is flanked by the initials
Sand W, and Edinburgh is spelt with a final E.,
while the punch-marks indicate that they were made
by John Wardlaw and stamped by James Fairbairne,
deacon. The cups of 1633 are illustrated by the
Rev. Thomas Burns. 7
The parish also possesses a silver baptismal basin
made by Andrew Burrell, Edinburgh, about 1642,8
47
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which is inscribed on the rim FOR THE SOVTH WAST
QVARTER OF EDINBVRGH and on the back' 1649 BASON
AND LA(V)ER WYES 74 UNAS (ounces) 4 DROPIS. The
hall-marks are very indistinct but the initials of
George Cleghorne, deacon, are still legible. This
basin has undergone some modification but is
substantially of the date stated. Its companion
piece, the laver referred to, was, however, refashioned
in 1707. It has a hinged lid, with a thumb-grip
enriched with foliage, and a spout. On the front
and below the lid runs the inscription FOR THE
SOUTH WEST QUARTER OF EDINBURGH. Underneath
the base runs another RENEUED 1707. WILLIAM
NEILSON DEAN OF GELD. It bears the marks of Waiter
Scott, the silversmith who refashioned it, and those
of James Penman, Assay-master 1708-29, with the
date-letter for the year 1706-7. A second basin,
made in 1725, was remodelled in 1843.

applications for lairs and petitions for licence to
erect monuments had to be submitted to the Town
Council and were granted after payment of fees,
often substantial sums, which were devoted to
charity. From 1616 onwards, monuments had to
pass the scrutiny of the Dean of Guild, which
no doubt accounts in part for the fact that the
Greyfriars monuments are unsurpassed in the
kingdom. As far back as 1635 they impressed the
English traveller Sir William Brereton, who notes:
" In the wall of the yard of this church I observed
very fair tombs and monuments, erected in memory
and honour of divers merchants and others interred
in this church-yard; which custom, if they continue,
in the revolution of a short time the whole wall will
be most gracefully adorned with tombs, which are
most stately ornaments round about the same "10 ;
while Maitland, writing in 1753, says:11 "the
common cemitery for the City Parishes.
. is
Interesting as is the silver plate, the pewter so inriched with a Number of stately sepulchral
vessels-flagons, collection plates, etc.-form a Monuments, that it probably not only excels every
collection of even greater rarity on account of the Thing of its kind in the open Air, but it vies with
variety of the specimens and of their admirable many Royal sepulchral Repositories: Nay, divers of
condition. But since they date between 1722 and its Monuments, for Magnificence, out-do those of
r78~ they are not catalogued here in detail.
many Kings which I have seen."
The surviving memorials that can be referred to a
To the original Greyfriars collection the following
pieces, formerly the property of Lady Yester's date before 1707 are listed below. In many cases
Church, were added at the combination of the their inscriptions are now partly or wholly illegible,
parishes :-(i) Four silver cups made in Edinburgh and the deficiencies are here supplied either from
12
by Waiter Scott and inscribed: JULY 1708 / FOR r8th-century transcripts by Monteith and Mait13 or from the complete collection by Brown 14 •
land
THE USE OF THE LADY YESTERS KIRK IN EDINBURGH I
THE GIFT OF MR THOMAS WILKIE WHO WAS MINISTER Since 1867, when this collection was made, a number
THEREOF." (ii) Two 17th-century collection-plates of monuments have either disappeared or can no
of brass, probably from Holland, both heavily longer be identified. These include the memorials
enriched with repousse work, one showing David of George Stuart (d. 1678) and his wife Margaret
and the Lion and the other The Temptation. The Somerville (d. 1663); Wm. Aikman of Carnie
latter alone bears an inscription, and this was (d. 1699); Margaret HamiIton (d. 1704); A.
evidently added after purchase as the engraver has Neilson (d. 1703); Elizabeth Gillespie (d. 168r);
made a false start, cutting the first three letters Alexander Moncrief (d. 1688); Anna Home
too large, so that the whole reads as under: IOH (d. 1644); William Couper, Bishop of Whithorn
IOHN NICOLLSON BOOKSELLER GIFTED THIS BASON FOR (d. 1619); Rebecca Cupar (d. 1675).
Scanty as are the monumental remains here
THE USE OF THE LADY YESTERS KIRK 1703.
recorded, they present an interesting mirror of the
MONUMENTS AND TOMBS.-Throughout the Middle public life of 17th-century Edinburgh; while the
Ages burial within the walls of a church was a later epitaphs, published by Brown, together with the
privilege eagerly sought and as jealously restricted. Introduction to his corpus by the late Dr. David
Old customs die hard, and over the first hundred Laing, likewise contain much valuable historical
years of its existence there are numerous instances matter. Greyfriars churchyard was regarded as
on record of burial inside Greyfriars Church. 9 In Edinburgh's principal cemetery, and it was
all these cases the deceased had been persons of accordingly made the last resting-place of most of
some little consequence. Their tombs were usually the prominent citizens. One of the first notabilities
covered with a plain slab or "through-stane," a to be buried here was George Buchanan, whose
mural monument being set up near by, and such of funeral on 29th September, 1582, was attended by a
these as have escaped destruction have now been great company of mourners. His" through-stane "
re-erected outside. t As for the churchyard itself, which does not appear to have been inscribed, was
• The donor of these cups is not to be confused with
another Thomas Wilkie, his contemporary, who was
minister of Canongate Parish Church and is mentioned
under No. 89.

t With one exception, now preserved at the Astley
Ainslie Institute. Cf. No. 205.

PLATE 59.

FIG. 16f).- N umbers 300-310 Lawnma rket (No . 19).

FIG. I 7 0 .- James' Cou rt (No. 13); N. side from the Mound.

FIG. I7I.-Nu mbers 312 -3 28 Lawnma rket (No. 18).
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60,

FIG. I72.-Numbers 300-310 Lawnmarket (
Brodie's Close from S.

FIG. I 74.-Blackie House (No. 17) from S.

FIG. I73.- N umbers 300-310 Lawnmarket (_
Brodie 's C lose from N .

FIG. 175.-3 12-328 Lawnmarket (No. 18); F isher's
C lose.

FIG. I 76 .-The

Earl of Morton's House (No. 42); fireplace , niche and lintel.

FI G .

177 .-Restalrig Church (No.

220);

vault of St. Triduana 's Well.
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FIG. 178.- The Magdalen Chapel (No. 6); interior from S.W.

FIG. I

79 .- George H eriot's H ospital (No. 56); Coun cil Room .

PLATE 62 .

FIG. ISo.-The Magdalen Chapel (No. 6); panelling
at E. end.

FIG. ISr.-Murrayfield House (No. 17S)
dining-room firep lace .

FIG. lSz.-The Magdalen Chapel (No. 6); ironwork.

FIG. r83.-St. Giles' C hurch (No. 2); Romanesque capital rebuilt
into St. Eloi's Chapel.
FIG. r 84.- The Magdalen Chapel (No. 6); insignia of the Saddlers.
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FIG. r8j.-Mary King's Close (No. 22); altar retable.

FI G. r 86 .-St. Giles' Church (No. 2); City Arms in Preston Aisle .

PLATE 64.

FIG. I 87.--S t. Giles' Church (No. 2); the Vesper Bell.

FIG. I 89.-Lady S tair's House
(No. IS); grave-s lab probably
from the churchyard of Hol yrood Abbey (No. 86).

FIG. 1 88.-The

190.-The Magdalen Chapel
(No. 6) ; H ammermen's chair.

FIG .

Magdalen C hapel (No . 6); bell.

19I.-The Magda len Chapel (No. 6) ;
cover-s lab of the tomb of the Foundress.

FIG.

PLATE 65 .

FIG. 192.-HarJay Monument ( I ) .

FIG. I93.-Dennistoun Monument (3).

FIG. I 9-1.- Little Monument (40).

FIG. 195 . -Mackenzie Monument (37).

GREYFRIARS CHURCHYARD (No. 7).

PLATE 66 .

FIG. I96.- Jackson Monument (27).

FIG. 198.- Naismith Monument (5).

FIG. I9 7.- Fou lis Monument (22).

FIG. 199.- The Martyrs' Monument (IS).

GREYFRIARS CHURCHYARD (No. 7) .

PLATE 67 .

FIG. 200.- Bannat yne Monument (21).

FIG. 202.- Laing Monument (7).

FIG. 20I .-Carved panel in pediment of Bannatyne
Monument (21).

FIG. 203.- Monument of Gcorge Heriot, senior (II) .

GREYFIUAH:::i CllURCllYAHD (I\o. 7).

PLATE 68.

FIG. 204 .-Mortsafe in churchyard.

FIG. 205.-Borthwick Monument (43).

FIG. 206.-Mylne Monument (42).

FIG. 207 .- Part of E. wall of churchyard.

FI G. 208 .- Paton Monument (3 2).

GREYFRIARS CHURCHYARD (No. 7).
To fa ce p. 49.
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raised and ·cleaned in 1701, but it had finally dis- in monogram, and flanked on each side by two
appeared by the end of the century. The granite groups of objects as well as by foliated scroll-work;
monument set up to his memory N.W. of the the shield is charged: A saltire cantoned with four
church is quite modern. Here are also interred no cinquefoils. The assemblage on the dexter side
less than forty Lord Provosts, together with numerous includes a hand and arm tolling a "deid-bell,"
bailies and civic employees-even the notorious an hour-glass, and two coffins in saltire, while that
Captain Porteous, commander of the city's guard, on the sinister side represents a skull and crosswho was lynched by the mob in 1736, and the city's bones with a spade and two mattocks above.
drummer, Neil Stewart, who died in 1782. Bench
No. 2. Robert Purves, with wife and relatives.
and Bar are well represented, as by the Lords The base and body of the adjoining monument are
President Forbes and Blair and by Sir George identical with the last save that the frieze is enriched
Mackenzie of Rosehaugh. If ministers, who were with a continuous pattern of lozenges and scrollnaturally buried in their own churchyards, are few work. A modern pediment containing an inscribed
in number, Principals of the University, and panel, commemorating Robert Purves, merchant and
professors, are plentiful enough. Of authors and bailie of Edinburgh, his wife and several relations,
poets there are Allan Ramsay, Henry Mackenzie, was added about 1801. A second inscribed panel
and Duncan mm Macintyre; with Sir John de was placed within the recess in 1847.
Medina, the portrait-painter, William Adam, the
The position of this monument suggests that it
architect, and John Kay, the engraver. There are
may
be that of Alexander Miller, the king's masteralso several monuments (e.g. Nos. 17, 22, 24, 44)
tailor, who died in 1616, as Miller's memorial is
to lairds whose properties lay near the city.
No. 1. James Harlay, W.S. The Harlay monu- recorded by Monteith to have stood between Nos. I
ment, which stands against the E. wall of the and 3. Certainty, however, is impossible as all the
churchyard, N. of the main entrance, is the first of monuments on this wall of the churchyard have been
a series almost peculiar to this churchyard, but disturbed.
No. 3. Sir Robert Denniston of Mountjoy and
derived from a common type of Gothic tomb. It
has three parts, base, body and pediment. The Dame Catherine Gibson. This tall Renaissance
base is enriched with six half baluster-shafts, arranged monument in three divisions has three pedestals
in pairs, which rise from a moulded surbase to a enriched with strapwork set out from the base.
moulded shelf. Each shaft is separated from its The central part has a composite shaft in antis to
neighbour by two facetted blocks, one above the a panelled pilaster at each side, these shafts, suppleother, and the space between each pair contains a mented by a central console, supporting an entablature
projecti.ng moulded panel without carving. The on which the pediment rests. Outside each shaft is a
body is treated in a freely rendered version of Doric strapworked truss. The shafts, entablature and
Renaissance. Its entablature, enriched with roses base enclose an inscribed panel with an elaborate
between the triglyphs of the frieze, rests on octagonal surround carved with funerary emblems at the top,
shafts at each end, standing out from the jambs and trophies of military insignia at the sides, and strapcarved with arabesques and facetted blocks. The work and drapery below, the latter caught up above
shaft bases are moulded. The voluted capitals a woman's head in the centre. On the trophies
display a cherub's head at the centre of the abacus. are shields set out from cartouches. The dexter
The jambs, base and architrave enclose a shallow shield is charged: A bend between a unicorn's
recess with a flat, scrolled head. On this head head erased in chief and a cross-crosslet in base,
runs a series of scrolled consoles immediately below for Denniston. The sinister shield bears: Three
the architrave. The pediment is a horizontal slab keys fess-wise in pale, wards downward, a merchant's
with a moulded cornice. On the upper part of the mark in base, for Gibson.
slab runs the inscription: MAGISTRO IACOBO
The frieze of the monument is enriched with
HARLAIO SIGNATORI REGIO A CODICIL/LIS FORENSIBUS
swags of fruit and drapery. Its projections above
HAEREDES H(OC) M(ONUMENTUM) P(OSUERUNT) VIR
the side-shafts bear cherubs' heads, while that over
(FUIT) ABSQUE FUCO PlUS / ET ABSQUE FASTU DOCTUS
the console displays two sets of initials linked
VIVERE DESIIT 1617 AUG 28 / AETATIS VERO 44 /
together by a love-knot, S(ir) R(obert) D(enniston)
(" To Mr. James Harlay, Writer to the above D(ame) C(atherine) G(ibson). The pediment,
Signet, this monument has been erected by flanked by strapworked trusses, has pilasters
his heirs. He was a man of sincere piety, and was enriched with conventional foliage, a moulded archias learned as he was modest. He departed this trave, a frieze bearing the date 1626 in a strapworked
life on August 28th, 1617, in the forty-fourth year panel in addition to scrollwork and two roses, and a
of his age "). MEMENTO MORI (" Remember death "). moulded broken cornice enclosing a central finial
In the centre of the lower half of the slab is a in the form of a unicorn's head. The pilasters and
shield, surmounted by the initials I(ames) H(arlay), entablature frame an armorial panel. The shield
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is charged: A bend between a unicorn's head
erased in chief and a cross-crosslet in base. It is
surmounted by helm, mantling, and wreath. The
crest is a hand holding a shield charged with a
mullet. There are labels at top and bottom. The
upper one bears the motto ADVERSA VIRTVTE REPELLO
(" I repel misfortune by courage ") while the lower
one is inscribed s(lR) ROBERT / DENNESTOVN OF /
MOVNTIOY KNIG(HT).
The inscription· on the panel reads:
EN NIL HIC ORBIS QVOD PERENNET POSSIDET
ROBERTVS ISTO CONDITVS SVB MARMORE
LEGATVS OLIM DENYSTONVS REGIVS
PER LVSTRA LIBERTATIS AD BELGAS FVIT
SEX SCOTICANAE ASSERTOR IDEM AD EXTEROS
ANGLOS IBEROS MISSVS EST CVM GLORIA
FIDVSQVE PATRIAE PRINCIPI ERAT A CONSILUS
AETATE PLENVS QVINQVE TER LVSTRIS TRIBVS
ANNIS PERACTIS COELITEM VITAM COLIT

No. 4. Alexander Bethune of Longhermiston, W.S.,
and some of his descendants. Also Mary Mileiken
and Dr. Thomas Spens. A mural monument of

(" Lo! This world contains nothing that abides for
ever. Robert Denniston, once a royal envoy, who
lies buried within this marble tomb, 'was for thirty
years Conservator of the Scottish Privileges in the
Netherlands.
He was likewise sent on special
missions to the exiles abroad, English and Spanish. t
He served on the Privy Council with distinction and
patriotic loyalty. At the ripe old age of seventyeight he has become a dweller in the Heavens").
SIR ROBERT DENNISTOUN OF MOUNTIOY KNIGHT
SOMETIME / AMBASSADOR FOR K(ING) JA(MES) THE
6TH AND FOR 30 YEARS CONSERVATOR OF / THE SCOTTISH
PRIVILEDGES IN HOLLAND HE FOUNDED THIS TOMB 1626.
Monteith records another inscription, no longer
extant, which, he says, was cut on the back. This
ran: D(EO) O(PTIMO) [M(AXIMO)] S(ACRUM) DOMINI
ROBERTI DENISTONI QUOD CLAUDI POTU IT HIC JACET /
AMANTISSIMA UXOR FAMAE CARISSIMI VIRI & MANSURAE
MEMORlAE / HOC MONUMENTUM D(E) S(UA) P(ECUNIA)
F(ACIENDUM) C(URAVIT) (Cl Dedicated to the glory of
God, all-good and all-highest. Here lies all of
Sir Robert Deniston that could be prisoned in a
tomb. His affectionate wifet had this monument
erected at her own expense to the fame and abiding
memory of her beloved husband").

As the monument stands, it is complete, but
Monteith transcribes a further inscription. There is
no room for this inscription on the monument, but
it may have been cut on a recumbent slab lying in
front. It appears to have been the principal epitaph
and read as follows :-HIC IACENT EXUVIAE ALEXANDRI
BETHUNE DE LONGHIRDMONSTON, SIGNETO REGIO
SCRIBAE ; EX PRISCA ET PRAECLARA FAMILIA DE
BALFOUR ORTUM HABENTIS.
VIR ERAT PRUDENTIA
PIETATE & INDUSTRIA HAUD LEVITER IMBUTUS. EX
UXORE SUA MARJORANA KENNEDIE CUM QUA TRIGINTA
ANNOS CONJUNCTISSIME VIXIT NUMEROSAM SOBOLEM
SUSCEPIT: EX QUIBUS SEPTEM MARES CUM UNA FILl A
ET DUOBUS NEPOTIBUS HIC UNA TUMULANTUR. OB UT
9 NOVEMBRIS 1672 AETATIS SUAE 57 (" Here lie the
mortal remains of Alexander Bethune of Longhermiston, Writer to the Signet, a scion of the ancient
and famous house of Balfour. He was a man richly
endowed with wisdom, piety and power of application. By his wife Marjory Kennedy, with whom he
lived in closest union for thirty years, he had a
numerous family, of whom seven sons, as well as
one daughter and two grandchildren, are buried
here along with him. He died on November 9th,
1672, the 57th year of his age").

• The metre which here replaces the elegaic, commonly
employed for epitaphs, is that which was familiar in the
early seventeenth century through the tragedies of Seneca.
All the lines save the seventh are perfectly regular iambic
senarii, As cut upon the stone the exception is hopelessly
unmetricaL The difficulty, however, could be got over
by supposing that in the original draft the last word was
contracted into" consil'is," and that at a later stage some
one with no knowledge of metre had corrected what he
believed to be an error into " consiliis."
t The meaning of these words is quite obscure, nor is
light upon them likely to be obtained until the Calendar
of Scottish Papers and the Accounts of the Lord High
Treasurer for the period in question are published. The

late Professor Hannay and Professor J. D, Mackie, howeve r
agreed in suspecting that the exteri might be Catholics
with whom James VI was intriguing; and some support
for this suspicion may be found in Denniston's dealings
with the Earl of Errol and the latter's subsequent acquittaL
(Cf. R.P.C., v, pp. 314-5, 361.) But whether exteros is to
be taken by itself or to be connected as an attribute with
Anglos is uncertain.
t Catherine Gibson was the second wife of Sir Robert
Denniston. He had previously been married to Helen
Myrton, widow of Colonel Andrew Traill. She died in
1608 and was buried in the Cathedral Churchyard of
St. Andrews. (See P.S.A.S., lxx (1935- 6 ), p. 114.)
§ The bordure does not appear in the 4th quarter.

moderate size with composite shafts at each side

in antis to panelled pilasters supporting an entablature
with a broken pediment. The foot is covered by an
accumulation , of soil. The shafts and entablature
enclose ' a panel on which is carved an ins'Cribed
piece of drapery. On the cornice of the pediment
recline two cherubs, both now mutilated. These
support the top of a scrolled cartouche on the
tympanum, which is flanked below by the date 1675.
On the cartouche is a lozenge-shaped shield parted
per pale and charged: Dexter, quarterly, 1st and
4th, a fess checky between ' three mascles within a
bordure indented§, 2nd and 3rd, on a chevron an
otter's head erased; sinister, quarterly, 1st and 4th,
a chevron between three cross-crosslets, 2nd and
3rd, a lion rampant within: a tressure flory, for
Bethune of Longh~rmiston impaling Kennedy.
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The pap.el on the body of the monument bears
the following lines :
AMIDST TUO NEPHEUS AND SEv'N SONES HEIR LYES
ONE OF GOOD [BIRTH] WHO WAS PRUDENT IN HIS WAYES
AND THO' GOD BLIST HIM IN HIS LAW PROFESSION
TO CONQUEST, RICHES, AND A LAIRGE POSSESSION
HIMSELFE HE NEVER VALU'D BY THESE THINGS
BUT BY THE GRACE THAT CHRIST'S SALVATION BRINGS
SO HE, BY CHRISTIAN PRUDENCE [DID ACQUIRE]
MORE THAN THE WORLD'S GAINE O[F HEART'S DESIRE]
OFF GODLY, SOBER, JUST, THE BLISSED NAME
AND LEFT UNTO POSTERITIE THIS FAME
[JUST] DOING, SPEAKING, WRITING WAS HIS GLORIE
ABOVE ALL ELOGIES OF WORDLIE STORIE.
On a scrolled cartouche below is a later inscription:
TO THE MEMORY / OF MARY MILEIKEN / WHO DIED
3d MARCH 1774 / WIFE OF DR. N. SPENS. On the
frieze of the monument is cut THOMAS SPENS, M.D.
in modern lettering.
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borne has been wholly obliterated, t while that on
the second can only be read with the aid of Monteith's
transcript. This is evidently the principal epitaph,
and reads: HIC SITUS EST [JOANNES NASMITHIVS E
POSSO / FAMILIA NQN OBSCURA IN TWEDIA / CIVIS
EDINBURGENSIS SERENISSMAE / REGIAE MAJESTATIS &
GALLIARUM REGIS / PRAETORIAE E SCOTIA COHORTIS
PROTOCHIRUGUS / OMNIBUS PIAE VITAE OFFICIIS /
EGREGIE FUNCTUS QUI / LONDONI DUM APUD REGEM
MUNIA SUA / OBIT UTRIUSQUE GENT IS LUCTU / FATIS
CONCEDENS CORPORIS EXUVIAS / HUC TRANSLATAS (QUI
EJUS IN PATRIAM FUIT ANIMUS) / COEMITERIO HOC
CONDI VOLUIT / REGI PATRIAE & AMICIS QUAE HABUIT
ET DEBUIT / AD EXTREMUM USQUE PERSOLVENS OB lIT
AETATIS] / SUAE ANNO LVII AD [16 CAL. OCTOBRIS
CI::>IJCxm] (H All the obligations of a godly life
admirably discharged, here lies John Naismith of
Posso, scion of a well-known Tweeddale family but
a citizen of Edinburgh, Principal Surgeon to His
Most Gracious Majesty and also to the Scots Guard
of the King of France, who when breathing his
last in London to the grief of both nations, while
he was on duty at Court , gave directions that his
mortal remains should be conveyed hither (so
deeply did he love his n ative land) and buried in
this cemetery. Paying to the uttermost farthing all
that he had and owed to King, to country and to
friends, he passed away in the 57th year of his age
on September 16th, 1613 "). [REVERT I UNDE VENERIS]
QUID GRAVE EST (H Where is the h ardship in returning
whence you came ?").
The Latin verses on the m onument read:
ARS MIHI VIM / CONTRA FORTUNAE / TARTARA / CONTRA /
EST DATA / DIVINO / MUNERE / FIRMA / FIDES
GRATA FUIT REGI / COELORUM / HAEC ILLA / MONARCHAE/
SUPREMO / IN TERRIS / PLURA / EGO NEC / VOLUI
(" Providence endowed me with skill to combat
Fortune's blows and with steadfast faith against the
powers of Hell. The second of these gifts won me
favour in the eyes of the King of Heaven, the first
in the eyes of my earthly lord. Nor did I wish
for more").

No .. 5. John Naismith of Posso. This mural
monument is generally similar to No. L
On the
base are three panels of slight projection, all enriched
with a central facetted block and arabesques. The
pilasters are rusticated.
The frieze carries a
guilloche pattern. The pediment is flanked by
panelled pedestals. The recess in the body, which
is taller than in the other examples, contains a now
mutilated effigy of John Naismith of Posso, represented sitting upright in his coffin, which rests on
an ornamented base. On the coffin is a scroll
bearing an inscription no longer legible. On the
panel at the back of the recess is a cartouche containing the favourite text: 0 DEATH WHERE IS THY
STING / 0 GRAVE WHERE IS THY VICTORY / I COR.15.55
flanked by two angels in the two upper courses of
the panel, holding scrolls which bear inscriptions.
That on the left reads ARISE YE DEAD, the two words
at the beginning being cut reversed in H lookingglass" writing, while the one on the right continues
UNTO IVDGE[ME]NT, with the four letters at the end
reversed. The pediment contains a sunk panel
with a shield surmounted by the initials I(ohn)
N(aismith) and a scroll with the motto NON ARTE
SED MARTE CH Not by skill but by strength ").* On
the left side of the shield is a H deid-bell, " an hourglass and crossed coffins, balancing cross-bones, a
skull, mattocks, two rushlights and a vane on the
right. The shield displays the paternal coat of
Naismith : A dexter hand couped, holding a sword
pale-wise, between two broken hammers. Two
elegiac couplets are inscribed above and on either
side of the panel, with the date 1614 between them.
In front of the monument are two recumbent
slabs.
Any inscription that the first may have

No. 6. Richard Dobie. This monument, erected
to the memory of Richard Dobie, Dean of Guild,
two years after his death in 1612, w as appropriated
by another family at the end of the 18th century,
and all that identifies it to-day with its former
owners is a monogram of the initials R D and M W,
for Richard Dobie and his wife Mawsie Weir, cut
on the churchyard wall on the left side. According

• The singular unsuitability of this motto for a surgeon
suggests that the words ARTE and MARTE may have been
accidentally transposed.

tIt is possible that this stone may have borne the
memorial of a young girl, apparently erected by her s ister,
that is recorded by Monteith.

SI

On both sides of the monument itself can be seen
the ashlar wall of the churchyard, finished with a
boldly moulded cope. Beneath the coping on the
left is a small sunk panel containing the initials I N.
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to Monteith, however, it originally bore the following
epitaph and the date 1614 :
BIS QUAESTOR, TOTIES AEDILIS, TUM QUATER URBIS /
PROPRAETOR; SENAS CONSUL OLYMPIADAS /
CONSILUS JUVI, ILLUSTRAVI, CENSIBUS AUXI, /
HANC MAGIS ECCE MEIS PLUS ET AMAVI OCULIS

(H Twice Treasurer, twice Dean of Guild, then four
times Bailie of this City for six Olympiads,- I
assisted it and lent it added lustre by my advice,
and I enriched it with my means, loving it as I did
more than I loved even my own eyes"). OBUT 20
NO(VEMB)RIS ANNO DOM(INI) 1612 AETATIS LXIII
(" He died 20th November, 1612, in the 63rd year
of his age").
The monument is a small version of No. I with
a 'shallower and lower recess. The pediment on
which the epitaph was probably carved is now
missing, and in its place one of the two arabesqued
pedestals that flanked it has been set up. An
inscribed panel commemorating Duncan Macfarlane
of Urins, who died in 1774, has been inserted in the
recess.
No. 7. John Laing. This monument is identical
with -No. I, save that the base has pedestals enriched
with fleurs-de-lys, cross-crosslets and facetted blocks,
in place of baluster shafts; while the shafts on the
body are rectangular, and the pediment is flanked
by a pedestal on each side and is surmounted by
three others. The tallest and central pediment
displays a monogram of the initials M(r) I(ohn)
L(aing)t above the date 1614; the other pedestals
are enriched with arabesques. The same initials
appear separately above a shield in the centre part
of the tympanum, which is flanked on each side by
funerary emblems.
The shield is charged:
Quarterly, 1st and 4th, a pale, 2nd and 3rd, three
piles conjoined in point. An elegiac couplet flanks
the assemblage on either side.
':he monument bears no main epitaph, but it is
possible that one may have been cut on a recumbent
stone which lies in front of it. The inscription on
this is illegible, but was evidently in Latin. The
elegiac coupl~ts read:
QUAM NATU/RA DEDIT / MORTALI / CORPORE / CLAUSO /
DUM SPES / EXILil SUS/TINET UNA MORAS /
VITA FUIT NEC / VITA FUIT / MORS / NESCIA / MORTIS
POSSE DE/DIT VITA / JAM MELI/ORE FRUI
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No. 8. John and Isaac Morison, and descendants ,.
also Dr. Robert Kerr and David Kerr. Generally
similar to No. I, this monument has a plain base
and fluted pilasters. The pediment is surmounted
by two scrolled trusses flanking a pedestal on which
is a shield charged: Three Moors' heads conjoined.
Above the pedestal rises a finial in four parts, two
of which bear respectively the initials I M in monogram and the date 1615. On the pediment runs the
inscription:
HVNC ET JOANNES MORESONVS / PATER ATQVE HVNC
ISACVS EST / NATVS CONDITVS AD TVMVLVM /
AMBO OPIBVS NATIS ATQVE VRBIS / HONORIBVS AVCTI
PRVDENTER / VITAM MORTEM OBIERE PIE
NATVS OBIT IVVENIS BALIVVS IN / VRBE SECVNDVM
AT PATER IPSE / SENEX AEVO ET HONORE SATVR

(" Beside this tomb lies buried John Morison, the
father, and beside it too lies Isaac his son. Both
lived a wise life and died "a godly death, richly
blessed with wealth, with children and with civic
honours. The son died as a young man, when
Bailie of the City for the second time.~ His father,
on the other hand, died as an old man, full of years
and of honour").
A later inscription in five lines has been cut on a
stone near the left-hand end of the base. The two
lines at the beginning can be read as HEIR L YES
[IOH]NE MORESON
[MORESON].

/

[YO]UNGE[R SO]NE

TO

IOHNE

A modern tablet with an inscription commemorating Robert Kerr, M.R.C.S.K, and his son David,
who died respectively in 1813 and 1815, has been
inserted within the recess.
In front of the monument are two recumbent
slabs, the inscriptions on which are illegible but for
the letter T on the left-hand stone and S BVRGEN on
the right-hand one. The letters remaining on the
right-hand stone show that it, at least, is not one of
those which formerly commemorated descendants of
John Morison, as the epitaphs appearing on them are
given by Monteith as follows: (i) On the right-hand
slab: HERE LYETH HARIE MORISON, YOUNGEST SON
TO JOHN MORESON. HE WAS BAILLIE OF THIS BURGH.
DIED THE 1st AUGUST 1623, THE 39th YEAR OF HIS AGE.
(ii) On the left-hand slab: HERE ALSO LYETH SIR
JOHN MORISON, KNIGHT, OYE [grandson] TO THE SAID
JOHN, AND SON TO THE SAID ISAAC. HE DIED THE
29th YEAR OF HIS AGE, THE 6th OF JULY 1625. (iii) On

(" The life that Nature gave me when prisoned in a
mortal body was life and was not life, with the
weariness of exile relieved by life alone. Now a
death that knew not death has given me the power
of enjoying a life that is far better").

the missing slab, a long stone at the foot of the
others: HIC IACET HONORABILIS VIR MAGISTER

• The municipal records show that Dobie was a Councillor
eleven times. .As an olympiad covered four years, there
is evidently a mistake on the stone. Possibly SENAS
should be TRINAS, which would suit.
t John Laing was depute Secretary and depute Keeper

of the Signet; cf. Reg. Mag. Sig., 1580-1593, pp. 520, 548,
and A History of the Society of Writers to H .M . Sigmt
(1890) pp. I19, 226, 229-35 .
t The municipal records show that he was a bailie in
1605-6, and again in 1609-10. This may date the stone.

ALEXANDER MORESON DE PRESTOUNGRANGE, UNUS
SENATORUM SUPREMI SENATUS, QUI OBIIT 20 SEPTEMB.
(H Here lies the
ANNO DOM. 1631, AETATIS SUAE 52.
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Honourable Mr. Alexander Moreson of Prestoungrange, one of the Senators of the College of Justice,
who died 20 September A.D. 1631, in the 52nd
year of his age").
No. Q. John Monson. This small and very
ruinous monument, generally similar to No. I, has
triglyphs on the frieze, and supports the remains of a
semicircular pediment.
The missing tympanum
seems to be that set on top of the boundary wall of the
churchyard, between this tomb and No. 8, which
bears a shield charged: Three Moors' heads
conjoined, below the motto PRETIO PRVDENTIA
PRAESTAT (" The price of wisdom is far above
rubies.") A sunk panel in the wall immediately
below bears the inscription FAMILIAE IOANNIS /
MORESONI / SEPULCHRETUM ("The burial place of the
family of John Morison ").

No. 10. Adam Rae of Pitsindie and Canglor, with
relatives. Although generally similar to No. I, this
tomb lacks its pediment for which a modern coping
has been substituted, with the words RAY'S TOMB
added for purposes of identification. The frieze is
enriched with triglyphs and roses. A modern panel
affixed to the back of the recess commemorates Adam
Rae of Pitsindie and Canglor, who is said thereon
erroneously·, to have died in 1616, as well as several
generations of his descendants. A second modern
panel inserted in the base repeats the original
epitaph: HIC IACET ANNA RAYA UXOR JOHANNIS /
CARSTAIRS FEMINA LECTISSIMA / QUAE CONIUGI
CHARISSIMA / VIXIT ET MAGNO OMNIUM / BONORUM
LVCTU ET DESIDER(I)O / M01 .TE IMMATURA PRAEREPTIA
(sic) / ;EST AN(N)O DOMINI 1632 MENS IS / JULII 14
AETATIS VERO 29 (CC Here lies Anne Ray, wife of John
Carstairs, choicest among women, who lived the
darling of her husband, and was carried off by an
untimely death to the great grief and regret of all
good people in A.D. 1632, July 14, in the 29th
year of her age").
Three recumbent slabs lie in front of the monument. That to the left has an inscription beginning
on the margin and ending inside: HIC POSITUM / EST
CORPVS ADAMI RAY DE PITSVND[IE] / ET CANGLOR /
BVRGEN(SIS) DE EDINBVRGH FILII PRIMOGENITI / ET
HAEREDIS / HECTORIS RAY / [SVAE AET]A[TIS] / 5[?]
QUI OBIIT / [?] / ANNO D(OMI)NI [?]t / XVI [C]A[L]
JAN[VARII] / s[?] / [?] / (CC Here rests the body of
Adam Ray of Pitsindie and Canglor, Burgess of
Edinburgh, eldest son and heir of Hector Ray, 5[?]
years of age, who died A.D. [?] on 16th December").
A shield at the foot, surmounted by the initials
• The testament of Adam Rae of Pitsindie, which was
recorded on 8th December, 1619, states that he died on
1st May, 1618; and this statement is supported both by
subsidiary evidence given by the same document that he
was alive in 1617 and by the Retours record that his
daughters were served heirs to him on 21st July, 1618.
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A R, no doubt bore, when legible: Three roe-bucks
in full course.
The condition of the stone in the middle is less
satisfactory. Round the margin runs the inscription:
[PROBVS ET IN]TEGER VIR HECTOR [RAY MERCATOR] /
EDINBVRG[ENSIS] SITVS HIC EST / VIXIT ANNOS / 68
OBIIT 6 [?J CAL(ENDAS) FEBRV / ANN [0] CIJIJCX.
(CC An upright and honest man, Hector Ray, merchant
of Edinburgh, lies here. He lived for 68 years. He
died on 27th January 1610 "). Near the middle
of the slab is carved a skull and cross-bones beneath
which runs a second epitaph: HERE LYETH A[LSO] /
IOHNE RAY [THE ?] / SONE TO THE SAID / HECTOR RAY
DI[ED] / 23 OF OCTO[BER] / [1632 THE? YE]IR OF HI[S
AGE].
The third slab bears a merchant's mark and an
inscription which is hardly legible to-day: HEIR
LYETH [? RAY MERC]HANT / WAS BAILL[IE OF EDIN]BURGH
HE DIED / THE 26 DAY OF [IVN]E 16[?] / THE 57 YEIR
OF HIS AGE. The person commemorated may have
been James Rae, who was elected bailie in January,
1642; the date of his death is not known, but his
testament was recorded on March 22nd, 1653 .
No. 11. George Heriot. On 30th November, 1610,
the Magistrates and Council granted George Heriot,
founder of the Hospital (No. 56) and his brother,
David, license to erect this monument to the
memory of their father, George Heriot, late goldsmith in Edinburgh. The general design of the
monument and its placing were settled by Richard
Dobie, Dean of Guild, who is buried beside No. 6;
it was built by John Simson, mason, at a cost of 500
merks, and William Cokie, goldsmith, received £30
for gilding it. Some minor differences apart, it is
identical with No. I in shape; the base, however, is
plain. The frieze is enriched with a facetted block
between the triglyphs.
The pediment is surmounted by an inscribed panel, flanked by two
pedestals. The inscription runs: VIATOR / QUI SAP IS /
UNDE SIES QUID / SIS QUID FUTU/RUS HINC NOSCE
(" Passer-by, if thou art wise, learn from this whence
thou art, what thou art, what thou wilt become ").
In the lower part of the pediment is a panel containing a shield in the centre, flanked by funerary
emblems and surmounted by the initials G H
separated by a wreath. The shield is charged :
On a fess, three cinquefoils, a mullet in base. Above
and on each side of the panel runs the inscription:
VITA MIHI MORTIS / MORS VITAE / IANUA FA/CTA EST /
SOLAQ(UE) MORS M/ORTIS V/IVERE P/OSSE D[EDIT] /
ERGO QUISQUIS AD/HUC MORTALI / VESCERIS A/URA
DUM / LICET VT / POSSIS / VIVERE / DISC[E] / MORI

t This date is now illegible, but, as neither the month
nor the day of the month agree with the known date of
Adam Rae's death (see last note), it is allowable to suppose
that the year was also wrong, and gave rise to the error
now perpetuated by the modem panel. The vanished
figures may therefore have been 1616, or more probably
1617 if the date was stated strictly in the Roman manner.
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("For me Life has become the gate of Death and
Death the gate of Life. Only the Death of Death made
it possible for me to live. Wherefore, whoever thou
art that still breathest mortal air, learn, while thou
mayst, to die, that it may be possible for thee to
live"). Below the verses is the date 1610. In
addition, the initials G H are carved on a small
panel set in the churchyard wall to the right of the
monument, the moulded coping of the wall returning
round the panel.
No. 72. William Mauld (?). The lair second to
the N. of Heriot's tomb is marked by a mural
monument like No. I, but with a plain base and
lacking the pediment, for which a modern cornice
and coping have been substituted. In the recess
has been inserted a modern panel commemorating
Professor Adam Drummond of Binend, who died in
1758, and his relatives. After describing No. 13
and immediately before describing No. 11, Monteith
says "Next, in order, is the Burial-place of the
above William Mauld, but hath no inscription."
That this monument, No. 12, is the one in question
is made probable by the facts that a slab lies in
front of it on which the surname MAVLD can still
be seen, and that the occupant of the next lair
(No. 13) was married to William Mauld's daughter.
The surname is question occurs at the beginning
of the third line of a much wasted inscription which
opened with the words HEIR LYETH THE; the date
1624 is also legible at the beginning of the fifth line.
No. 73. James Murray of Deuchar, and others.
This memorial is of unusual type, consisting of a
large horizontal panel in three sections within a
moulded frame, which rests on a moulded base
and is surmounted ' by a moulded entablature and
pediment. The frieze displays an elegant Renaissance scroll issuing from either side of a sheep's
skull. The pediment has pedestals at each side
enriched with drapery caught up on lion-masks. The
pedestals support a broken cornice, which has
carved scrolls on the upper surface. Within them
lies an armorial panel with shield, helm, mantling,
wreath and, for crest, a hand holding what may be
a mirror. The shield is charged: A hunting-horn
stringed and garnished, on a chief, three mullets, a
crescent in fess-point for difference. Above it
runs a scroll with the motto RINC USQUE VENABOR
SUPERNA (" Hereafter Heaven will be my huntingground ") and there is a cartouche below it inscribed
IACOBUS M ORAVIUS DE DEUCHAR.

The epitaph incised upon the upper half of the
horizontal panel runs as follows: S.D.I.M.L.H.G. • /
JACOBUS MORAVIUS / EX ANTIQUA MORAV(ENSI) A
PRILIPHACH FAMILIA ORTUS / CIVITATE EDENBURGENA
DONATUS / IN EA MERCATURAM FAELICITER EXERCUIT /
ET MAGI STRATUS HONOREM SOEPIUS MERUIT / GULIELMI

MAULI CIVIS PRAECLARI FILIAM / BETHIAM UXOREM
DUXIT / EX QUA PLURES LIBEROS SUSCEPIT / ET EX lIS
TRES FILIOS S(U)PERSTITES RELIQUIT / CUM FILIA UNA
JACOBO ELISAEO CIVI HONORIFICO NUPTA / OPUM NON
TAM CUSTOS QUAM AECONOMUS HONESTISSIMUS / IN
LETERATOS MUNIFICUS, IN EGENOS INSIGNI CHARITATE
BENEFIC(US) / SIC / PIAM VITAM PLACIDA SEQUUTA
EST MORS / PRID(IE) KAL(ENDAS) MAIl ANNO AERAE
CHRIST(IANAE) MDCXLIX / AETATIS SUAE QUARTO
SEXTI SUPRA DECIMUM LUSTRI / OPT(IMO) CH(ARISSIMO)
Q(UE) P(ATRI) P(LORANTES) F(ILll) JAC(OBUS) EQUES /
(" James
[ROB. ET. PAT. MORAVII PARENTARUNT]

Murray, a scion of the ancient house of Murray of
Philiphaugh, being made a burgess of the city of
Edinburgh, plied the calling of a merchant there
with much success and several times earned the
honour of a magistracy.
He married Bethia,
daughter of William Maul, a citizen of renown, and
had by her several children, of whom he left as
survivors three sons along with one daughter,
married to J ames Ellis, a highly respected citizen.
Of his wealth he was not so much a guardian as a
most upright steward. He was a munificent patron
of learning and a remarkably generous benefactor of
the poor. Thus his godly life was followed by a
peaceful death on April 30th, A.D. 1649, the seventyninth year of his age. His sorrowing sons, Sir J ames,
Robert and Partick Murray dedicated this monument
in honour of the best and most beloved of fathers").
The missing lower half of the panel has been
replaced by two small inscribed panels of later date,
the first commemorating William and John Murray,
the other Dr. Adam Austin and Anne Semple.
Monteith records another epitaph, apparently cut
on a recumbent slab in front of the monument,
which ran: HERE LYETH SIR PATRICK MURRAY, OF
DEUCHAR, WHO DIED 21 JANUARY 1689, HIS AGE 63.

No. 74. Sir Hugh McCulloch of Pilton and
Dame Jane Gibson. In this tall Renaissance mural
monument the centre part is advanced from sides
adorned with large flambeaux in relief. The base
of the centre part, panelled and enriched with
cross-bones and a ribbon, supports two composite
shafts bearing an entablature with a broken curvilinear cornice. Above the cornice rises a pediment
flanked by scrolled trusses. The pediment itself has
pedestals at each side and an entablature with
urn-shaped finials, the three members framing an
heraldic panel. The shield, surmounted by helm,
mantling, wreath, and an ermine for crest, is parted
per pale and charged: Dexter, a fret engrailed for
McCulloch of Pilton; and sinister, three keys
fesswise in pale, wards downwards, a mullet between
the upper two for difference, for Gibson. A label
above the shield bears the motto [SI]NE MACUL[A]

• The significance of these letters is uncertain, although I M are doubtless the initials of James Murray.
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(" Wiihou~ stain "); a cartouche below the shield
has not been inscribed.
In the space enclosed by shaft~ and entablature is
a large panel on which is carved an oval, scrolled
cartouche with a cherub's head at the top, the top
of the panel above being enriched with a skull,
cross-bones and ribbon. On the cartouche runs a
weatherworn
inscription: . D(OMINUS)
HUGO
MCCULLOCH A PILTON / EQUES [AB ANTIQUA FAMILIA
MCCULLORUM A CATBOLL] ORIUNDUS / [QUI MULTA
CUM LAUDE] NULLIUS DISPENDIO / [OMNIUM VE]RO
APPROBATIONE / [LAUTAM ET OPULENTAM] FORTUNAM
SIBI QUAESIVIT / [MORIBUS GRAVIS SOCIET]ATE INOCUUS /
[DEVOTIONE SINCERUS] AMICUS FIDUS / [SODALIS
JUCUNDUS CIVIS] AEQUISSIMUS / [PIETATE IN DEUM]
HONESTATE IN PROXIMUM / [NEMINI SECUNDUS. AT
T]AM[DEM SATUR ANNORUM MENSIS AUGUSTI 6TO 1688
PEREGRINATIONIS ANNO 70MO FATIS CESSIT. IN CUJUS
MEMORIAM MERITISQUE DILECTISSIMAE CONJUGIS
D(OMINAE) JANNAE GIBSON JAC(OBUS) MCCULLOCH A
PILTO~ HAERES EX ASSE EXTRUI CURAVIT]
(" Sir
Hugh McCulloch of Pilton, a scion of the ancient
family of the McCullochs of Catboll, who amid
general approval won for himself a sumptuous and
splendid fortune, not at the expense of anybody else
but with the acquiesence of all. Serious-minded,
doing harm to none, sincere in his loyalty, he was a
faithful friend, a pleasant companion, a most upright
citizen, unsurpassed in devotion to God and honesty
towards his neighbour. At length, however, full of
years he breathed his last on August 6th, 1688, the
seventieth year of his pilgrimage. In honour of his
memory and of the high qualities of his beloved
wife, Dame J ane Gibson, this was erected by J ames
McCulloch of Pilton, his sole heir").
No. 15. The Martyrs' Monument. Marking as it
does the burial-place of most of the Covenanters
executed in Edinburgh, the Martyrs' Monument, as
it is popularly called, is the one most frequently
resorted to in this churchyard. Simple and elegantly
proportioned, it is supported at each side by large
scrolled trusses within which Ionic shafts rise
from pedestals, set out from the base, to
support an entablature.
Between the shafts
is a panel with a carved border.
This panel
was
renewed in
1771,
but
the
original
epitaph is now preserved in Huntly House (No. 104).
Below the panel is an open Bible, * resting on a
draped bookboard set on the base, displaying verses
9, 10 and I I of the sixth chapter of The Revelation
and verse 10 of the second chapter. On the lowest
member an inscription testifies that: THIS TOMB

WAS FIRST ERECTED BY JAMES CURIE MERCHT / IN
PENTLAND AND OTHERS 1706. RENEWED 1771.
No. 16. John Bayne of Pitcairlie, W.S. This
interesting monument, in the shape of a " temple,"
stands inside a late 17th-century burial-enclosure,
built against the N. wall of the churchyard. The
enclosure has a moulded doorway flanked by two
panels; the E. one being much decayed and the W.
one, a replica of the original, being inscribed THE
BURYING GROUND / OF / CATHCART / OF CARBIESTON
AND PITCAIRLIE. The monument itself has an
archway in front and at each side, all three arcades
being surmounted by an entablature and roofed
over with a squat ogival roof of stone surmounted
by an urn-shaped finial. The central archway has
been flanked by columns set out on pedestals,
above which the globular finials, which lie near b;}',
rose from the cornice. The frieze on each side
bears an inscribed scroll. The legend towards the
W. is illegible. That to the S. reads POST FUNERA,
while the E. one continues MORS META[T] LABOR[E]M
(" After burial Death measures the outcome of our
labour"). The floor of the monument is stepped
up to the back wall where there is a niche in the
centre, flanked by panels carved with skulls and
cross-bones. The spandrels on each side of the
niche-head are sculptured with angels in high relief
blowing trumpets. In the niche stands a full-length
statue of the deceased wearing a long coat and
mantle and holding what may be a pen-case in his
left hand. On each side of the niche is a space
probably intended to hold either an armorial panel
or a panel with a monogram. The ceiling is coffered
and carved with two angels in relief as well as with
a scroll on which only the first four letters of the
inscription remain: ET DA. There is no room on
the monument, as it now stands, for the epitaph
transcribed by Monteith as: MEMORIAE DOCTISSIMI
VIRI MAGISTRI JOANNIS BAYNE DE PITCARLIE, SIGNETO
REGIO SCRIBAE INSIGNI; EUPHAMIA AIKMAN, EJUS
VIDUA SIBIQ(UE) SUISQ(UE)t ET CONJUGIS COGNATIS,
MONUMENTUM HOC ERIGI CURAVIT. OBIIT QUINTO
CALENDAS FEBRUARII MDCLXXXI AETATIS SUAE LX. (" To
the memory of that most learned man, Mr. John
Bayne of Pitcarlie, a well-known Writer to the
Signet, for herself, and for her own and her husband's
kinsfolk, Eupham Aikman, his widow, had this
monument erected. He died on the 28th of January
1681, aged sixty ").

.. The Bible has been re-carved, if not wholly renewed.
The book board is original.

it would be quite contrary to practice to mention another
wife without giving her name. Moreover, the records in
the General Register House show that John Bayne of
Pitcarlie was married to Eupham Aikman on 3rd October,
1643. He would then be only about 22 , so that the likelihood
of his being a widower at that time is negligible.

t Monteith has UTRIUSQ(UE), translating "and for
the kin of both his wives." But it seems certain that this
is a misreading. The order of the words is against it, and
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slated roof stands against the N. wall of the church- some 8 ft. above the workshop floor. This may
yard almost equidistant from either end. The simply be an entrance to the Trotter vault, but the
entrance, which is in the front or S. gable, is moulded remains, indefinite as they are, seem to be earlier
like several in contemporary houses in the Old Town. than the superstructure and may possibly be of
A fanlight above, fitted with an iron grille, lights the medireval date.
interior. An inscription on a modern panel higher
No. 18. Probably Alexander Douglas. A small
up testifies that the vault was built in 1709 to protect and considerably decayed mural monument has been
the older monument inside. But the northern of inserted into the churchyard wall immediately W. of
two gable-finials bears a star and the initials of the Trotter vault. Small shafts at each side support
John Trotter (of Mortonhall and Charterhall) above an entablature with a strapworked pediment. The
the date 1712. On the S. finial runs the inscription frieze is enriched with a heart in relief, flanked by
NESCITIS / QUA VENIET (CC Ye know not by what
what were possibly cherubs' heads. In the pediment
way he will come ").
is a shield parted per pale and charged: Dexter, a
Internally there is a wide, central arched recess in heart, on a chief three mullets, for Douglas; sinister,
each of the side walls, while the back wall displays a on a fess three roundels, a lion's head erased in chief.
fine mural monument of moderate size. This has a The dexter charge suggests that this is the monument
plain base with a moulded cornice from which plain of Alexander Douglas, hat-maker; but the sinister
jambs, supported on their outer sides by strap- charge does not fit his wife, whose name was Jean
worked trusses, rise to support a curved pediment, Douglas, and no inscription can now be seen. A
surmounted by three star-shaped finials. Jambs, cartouche at the top displays a heart pierced by
base and pediment frame a panel with a circled and two arrows.
shouldered top. In this circular head is sculptured
No. 19. Probably James Brodie and Marjorie
a skull and cross-bones surmounted by an hour-glass, Brodie. The pediment of another small monument
with a scroll over all inscribed MORS PATET HORA .is built into the same wall to the W. of No. 18. A
LATET (CC Death lies before us, but we know not the
cartouche on this displays a shield without helm or
hour ").
mantling but showing traces of a crest, probably a
Two oval panels carved side by side about the lion. The shield is parted per pale and charged :
middle of the slab contain portrait-busts in relief, Dexter, a chief (?); sinister, (?) a chevron between
which are identified higher up as IOHN TROTTER and three mullets, for Brodie. This is probably the
monument of James Brodie, hat-maker, and his
ION(ET) MAKMATH, the date of the husband's death
15
being given as ANNO 1641. These inscriptions are wife Marjorie Brodie •
No.
20.
Magdalen
McMath. The most northerly
interrupted by a cherub's head placed above the
memorial on the W. side of the oldest part of the
junction of the two ovals.
churchyard is a large, baroque mural monument to
Below these portraits runs the epitaph:
Magdalen
McMath. It has an arcade supported by
OCTOGINTA VLTRA TROTTERVS VIXERAT ANNOS /
square-fluted
shafts in antis at each end and twisted
PROGENIE FAELIX AMBITIONE CARENS /
shafts
in
front,
all of which rise from pedestals
PUBLICA PRIVATUS CURAVIT, SEMPER EGENIS /
enriched
with
carvings,
Eros alternating with a
AUT OPERE AUT OPIBUS CONTULIT ALMUS OPEM
caduceus.
The
shafts
support
a curved pediment
(CC Trotter had lived for more than fourscore years,
broken
at
the
top
to
admit
a
cartouche
bearing a
happy in his descendants. Devoid of ambition, he
shield
with
helm
and
mantling,
from
which
the
served the public interest as a private citizen. He
crest
is
missing.
The
shield
is
parted
per
pale
and
was ever a bountiful helper of the needy, either
charged: Dexter, three annulets, two and one;
with his influence or with his money").
sinister, a chevron, a crescent in base for difference.
Towards the foot of the slab is carved a scrolled On each side of the achievement is a cartouche,
shield, flanked by the initials I T and I M. The uninscribed.
shield is parted per pale and charged: Dexter, a
At the back of the monument is a sarcophagus in
fess between three mullets in chief and a crescent relief above a cherub's head, which in turn surmounts
in base, for Trotter of Mortonhall; sinister, a fess a panel enriched with funerary emblems. Above the
between three boars' heads erased and a roundel in sarcophagus is a panel within an enriched bolectionbase for Trotter of Charterhall. Below the shield moulding, and flanked by semi-shafts, the space
runs the text: THE LORD IS THE GIVER OF ALL GOOD / between these shafts and the pilasters at the ends
TO THEM THAT LOVE & TRUST IN HIM.
being enriched with festoons of ribbon. On the
The N. or back wall of the tomb extends 18 ft. panel is the epitaph: MAGDALENAE MCMATH / NATALIUM
PIETATE
below the level of the churchyard and forms the ANIMI CORPORISQU/E ORNAMENTIS /
S. wall of the workshop at 90 Candlemaker Row. PRAESERTIM PRUDENTIA / MODEST lA ET LENITATE
On its N. side there seems to be a built-up doorway RARISSIMA / OMNIBUSQUE / IN VIRUM IN LIBEROS IN
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FAMILlAM / IN UNlVERSOS OFFICIIS / ILLUSTRI
MATRONA(E) DIGNIS(SIMAE) / CONJUGI LECTISSIMAE /
VIR AMANTISSIMUS / FRANCISCUS KINNALOCHIUS /
PRIDEM ANTI QUAE HUJUS URBIS / AMPLISSIMUS JURE
CONSUL / MEMORI ET MERITO AFFECTU PlO / MONUMENTUM HOC / SIBI ET POSTERIS COMMUNE / M(OERENS)
M(OESTUS) Q(UE) p(ONI) C(URAVIT) / OBIIT 16 DIE
NO(VEM)BRIS
1674 / AETATIS ANNO 59 (" To

Magdalen McMath, the best of wives, a lady conspicuous for distinction of lineage, of mind and of
appearance, especially for piety, wisdom, modesty and
the rarest gentleness, and for the manner in which
she discharged her obligations to her partner in life,
her children, her relatives and the world at large,
her adoring husband Francis Kinloch, formerly Lord
Provost of this ancient city, in unforgetting and
richly earned affectionate devotion, with a heavy and
sorrowing heart erected this monument, to be shared
by himself and their descendants. She died on the
16th day of November, 1674, in the 59th year of her
age").
No. 21. Thomas Bannatyne and Jennet Makmath.
This is the first of a short series of important mural
monuments which have evidently been designed in
the same atelier. They are distinguished both by
the excellence of the material-a fine-grained, hard,
grey sandstone with remarkable weathering qualities
-and by their excellent craftsmanship. The design
of all is rich and full, if sometimes over-elaborated
with carving. In some there are details which look
as if they had been copied from engravings in contemporary "pattern books." This particular example is in three parts-base, body and pedimentand has two twisted shafts at each side, rising from
pedestals set out from the base and supporting an
entablature, with pilasters in antis, the latter supported by strapworked trusses. The panelled fronts
and sides of the pedestals are enriched with arabesques and festoons of ribbon. In the recess formed
by the pedestals is a scrolled cartouche, supported on
each side by kneeling cherubs, on which a much
weathered inscription can still be made out. Pilasters,
entablature and base enclose a shallow arch-headed
recess with a moulded and scrolled archivolt, and
jambs enriched with arabesques. In the lower part
of the recess is a scrolled panel surmounted by
mourning cherubs and funerary emblems. The
panel has a cherub's head at the top and bears the
main epitaph. The arched head of the recess contains a sculptured panel showing an angel in the
centre trampling upon a skeleton and holding a
Bible. On the left a mourning cherub leans on a
skull and cross-bones beneath a scroll inscribed QUIS
EVADET (" Who shall escape? "). On the right a
reclining figure of Death with his sword rests against
an hour-glass. The cross above is inscribed
[TEMPU]S EDAX RERUM (" Time that devoureth all
things ").

[EDINBURGH

The frieze of the entablature is enriched with
scrollwork, cherubs' heads and lion-masks. On the
cornice can still be seen the base of the pediment,
the upper part of which lies below the monument,
not much the worse of its fall. The base has two
small pedestals, with female heads carved on their
fronts, between which runs an inscription. The
prostrate part of the pediment has a facetted shaft
at each side supporting an entablature and upper
pediment. The shafts and entablature frame a panel
sculptured with a unique assemblage. The most
prominent feature is a seated cherub, evidently
carved from a flat copy, who is clad only in a breechclout and rests one hand on a skull and cross-bones,
the other on an hour-glass. On his right side rises
a bunch of corn and poppies and on the left a blade
of corn. To the right of the head can be seen a
tree and a representation of part of Edinburgh, in
which St. Giles' (No. 2) can be distinguished,
enclosed by the churchyard wall, as well as one of the
city gates. A castle standing on clouds above is
evidently symbolic of Heaven. On the left of the
head appears a tall, battlemented building with an
octagonal stair-tower projecting from one side. The
base of the building is pierced by "shot-holes";
a small panel containing a skull carved about the
level of the lowest storey may indicate the death
chamber; the stair tower has a smoking lamp of
Roman pattern ' for a finial. On the left of this
building is a vase of flowers standing at the head
of a flight of steps and partly hiding a circular
tower, evidently ruinous, since there is a tree growing
out of the battlements.
The soffit of the architrave bears a boldly carved
scroll. The frieze has a winged skull at one end
and a cherub's head at the other, the inscription
HODIE MIRI CRAS TIBI (" What is my fate to-day
will be thy fate to-morrow") running in between.
Above the cornice rises a strapworked pediment
containing a monogram of the letters T B and I M,
the initials of husband and wife.
The inscription on the base of the pediment reads:
VITA QUID EST HOMINIS / FLOS UMBRA ET FUMUS ARISTA /
ILLA MALlS LONGA EST / ILLA BONIS BREVIS EST

(" What is the life of a man? A flower, a shadow, a
vapour, an ear of corn. For the bad it is too long;
for the good it is too short"). The main epitaph
reads :IF THOU LIST THAT PASSEST BY
KNOW WHO IN THIS TOMBE DOTH LY
THOMAS BANNATYN ABROAD
AND AT HOME WHO SERVED GOD
THOUGH NO CHILDREN HE POSSEST
YET THE LORD WITH MEANES HIM BLlST.
HE ON THEM DID WELL DISPOSE,
LONG ERE DEATH HIS EYES DID CLOSE,
FOR THE POORE HIS HELPING HAND
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pilasters, and surmounted by an entablature. On the
return of the frieze above each pillar there is a
cherub's head in front, and a crescent or a cartouche
at the side; the central part of the frieze bears a
dedicatory inscription. There is also an inscription
on the frieze between the two shafts on the left;
this, however, is largely decayed, and another
inscription between the two shafts on the ' right is
wholly illegible.
Beneath the entablature is a large central panel
with an enriched border and a rounded and shouldered
top, the spandrels on either side being enriched with
foliage. The shoulders of the panel are supported
on cherubs' heads. The curved part of the panel
displays a cherub in relief, holding a distaff, while
a scroll above is inscribed [OMNIS] CAIRO FOENUM
(" All flesh is grass "). On the right is Death, the
reaper.
A couple of cartouches set side by side lower down,
which contain portrait busts of husband and wife
are united by clasped hands, above which may be
seen a skull and, below, a miniature sarcophagus
displaying the initials G F and I B. A label over
all bears the motto JUSQUE A LA MORT (" Unto death ").
At the foot of the panel is a strapworked cartouche,
enriched with a cherub's head and bearing the main
inscription.
This central panel is flanked by two niches, in
each of which stands a headless, allegorical figure,
rather less than life-size, above a shaped console.
The figure to the left, holding a Bible in her left
hand and trampling upon a skull and thighbone,
can be identified as RELIGIO, since this word is cut
on a scroll above the niche. The figure on the
right evidently represents IVSTITIA as she bears the
sword and scales, but her label is no longer legible.
Beneath her feet are two bucket-shaped objects.

AND HIS FRIENDS HIS KYNDNES FAND
AND ON HIS DEARE BEDFELLOW
JENNET MAKMATH HE DID BESTOW
OUT OF HIS LOVLIE AFFECTION
A FIT AND GOODLIE PORTION
THANKFUL SHE HERSELF TO PROVE
FOR A SIGNE OF MUTUALL LOVE,
DID NOR PAINES NOR CHARGES SPAIR
TO SET UP THIS FABRICK FAIR
AS ARTEMISE THAT NOBLE FRAME
TO HER DEARE MAUSOLUS NAME
OBIIT 16 IULII 16[35]
followed by the words AETATIS SUAE

and is
on the lower margin of the panel.
on the base reads :

65, cut
The inscription

[KNOW THE] MULTITUDE OF THOSE
THAT
[ARE TO BE DAMNED] THE
PAUCITIE OF
[THOSE THAT ARE] TO
[VANITY OF
BE SAVED AND THE

I

o

THAT MEN /

WERE WISE TO

I

I

I

TRANSITORY] THINGS
[UNDERSTAND EVIL COMITTED] GOOD
[THINGS OMITTED AND THE LOSS OF]
TIME
[FORESEE THE DANGER OF DEATH, THE
LAST JUDGEMENT AND ETERNAL
PUNISHMENT] .

I
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I

I

No. 22. George Foulis of Ravelston and Jonet
Bannatyne. The sculptor responsible for No. 21
designed an even more elaborate monument for the
laird of Ravelston, also in three parts, base, body, and
pediment. The base is divided into three by pedestals
enriched with foliage . In the central division there is
a strapworked cartouche, supported by cherubs with
trumpets, and bearing an inscription. A pair of
canted shields in the left-hand division are separated
by a skull and surmounted by a single-winged helmet
with mantling and wreath; but the crest, presumably
a dove volant holding a leaf in her beak, is entirely
decayed. The dexter shield is charged: Three bayleaves, two and one, for Foulis of Ravelston, while
the one on the sinister side bears: A passion cross
between four stars, for Bannatyne. A label over all
possibly bore the motto of Foulis of Ravelston
THURE ET JURE (" By sweetness and fair dealing "),
since a second label below the shields is inscribed
M. IACOBUS FOUL[IS A RAVILSTON]. In the right-hand
division a canopy in the form of a tent covers a
lozenge-shaped shield which is charged: On a fess
between three lozenges, a mullet between two
cinquefoils (?), for Wardlaw. A label below the
shield bears the name of CHRI[STIAN WAR]DLAW, the
first wife (1633) of George Foulis, second laird of
Ravelston, who erected this monument. Above the
shield is another label, which originally bore a motto;
but only the letters VI MU are now legible.

The pediment is flanked by caryatid figures
supporting an entablature, and contains a cartouche
enriched with cherubs and funerary emblems. The
cartouche has a circled and shouldered head, and is
carved in relief with a seated cherub supporting a
skull on the left knee and plucking ears of corn with
the right hand. Over the head runs a scroll inscribed
HODIE MIHI [CRAS TIBI] (" What is my fate to-day
will be thy fate to-morrow"), while on the right
is a candle set on an hour-glass. The composition
is completed by a plant at each side. The frieze
of the pediment bears an inscription in heavy shadow
and therefore .unreadable. The tympanum contains
strapwork and a monogram of the initials G F and
IB.
Tlie main epitaph, on the central panel, reads :
[MEMORIAE SACRUM VIRI OPTIMI GEORGII FOULIS A
EX FAMILIA COLINTONIA REI MONERAVILSTOUN
TARIAE REGIAE]
MAGISTRI CIVITATIS EDINBURGENAE

I

The body-of the monument is similarly divided by
Ionic shafts rising from the pedestals in antis to
58
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PRAETORIS . AC PER / ANNOS 16 SENATORIS QUI IN
OMNI MUNERE PUBLICO / PRIVATOQUE EGREGIA FIDE ET
INTEGRITATE IN FLOREN/TIS FAMILIAE SPLENDORE ET
FORTUNAE AMPLITUDINE / EXIMIA ANIMI MODESTIA
BONIS OMNIBUS CHARUS NEMINI ETlAM IMPROBO
INVISUS AD MATURAM USQqE SE/NECTUTEM [PROVECTUS
HONESTAM VITAM PIA MORTE / FAELlCITER CLAUSIT
28 MAIl 1633 AETATIS 64] (" Sacred to the memory

of one of the best of men, George Foulis of Ravelston,
of the family of Colinton, Master of the Royal Mint,
Bailie of the city of Edinburgh, and a Councillor
for 16 years·, who, eminently loyal and upright in
the discharge of every duty, public and private,
singularly unassuming in spirit despite the standing
of the distinguished family to which he belonged
and despite the ample extent of his own fortune,
beloved of all the good and without a single enemy
even among the wicked, after living to a ripe old
age brought .an honourable life to a happy close by
a godly death, 28th May 1633, aged 64 ").
Th<; dedicatory inscription, on the frieze of the
body of the monument, reads: [GEORGIUS] FOWLlS
A RAVILSTON G(EORGII) F(ILIUS) PIAE PARENT(UM)
MEMORIAE p(OSUIT) (" Erected by George Foulis, of

Ravelston, son of George, to the sacred memory of
his parents ") and this is followed by the couplet:t
CHRISTO BEATOS FIRMA NECTlT COPULA
QUOS ATRA MORS DIVULSERAT

( "Though black death had torn them asunder, a
firm bond unites them now that both are blessed
in Christ"). All that remains between the shafts on
the left are the following fragments of a hexameter,
cut in three lines: TRI
[C]ON/SCENDIT
SIDERA / MORTE.

The inscription on the base reads :-MORTALlTATIS
EXUVIAS IN NOVAE VITAE / SPEM HIC DEPOSUIT UNA CUM
CHARIS/SIMA CONIUGE IONETA BANNATlNA CUM / QUA
29 ANNOS VIXIT IN SUMMA / CONCORDIA. [RELIQUIT
FILlOS] SUPERSTlTES 6 TOTIDEMQ(UE) /
[FI]LlAS
PRAEMORTUOS 5 [FILlOS ET FI]LlAM IN / REGNUM
COE[LESTE ANTEAMBULONES HABUIT] (" Here, in hope

[ EDINBURGHI

pedestal at each end set out on moulded consoles.
and the intermediate part rises from strapwork which
includes a cherub's head as its central feature, the
pedestals themselves having foliaceous carving at the
sides while their panelled fronts, as well as the panel
between them; bear inscriptions.
A pair of composite shafts in antis to pilasters at
each side of the body rise from the pedestals to
support an entablature. The frieze is enriched with
cherubs' heads and two consoles, and between the
latter are inscribed the texts: MORS UN IUS VITA
OMNIUM (" The death of One is the life of all ").
BEATl QUI MORIUNTUR IN DOMINO (" Blessed are the
dead that die in the Lord "), CHRISTUS IN VITA ET
MORTE LUCRUMt (" To live is Christ and to die is
gain").
On the return of the frieze above the
shafts are two more texts, that on the left reading:
JUGUM JUGO VALI/DE EXCUSSUM (" The yoke is quite
cast off our neck "), while the one on the right runs:
BELLO PACEQUE SPLENDES (" Thou shin est in war and
in peace"). Below the entablature is a strapworked
cartouche bearing the principal epitaph cut on a
panel. At the top of the cartouche is a round
shield parted per pale and charged: Dexter, three
piles issuing out of the dexter side, on a chief a
crescent, between two spots of ermine, a cinquefoil
for difference, for Henryson or Henderson; sinister.
a chevron between three boars' heads erased for
Swinton.
The initials of D(ame) E(lizabeth}
H(enryson) and of H(elen) S(winton) appear on
the border. At the foot are funerary emblems,
skulls, cross-bones, hour-glasses and draperies, the
latter ending in two ribbons inscribed respectively
MORS VITAE NATALIS (" Death is the birthday of life ")
and SPES ALTERA VITAE (" Another hope of life ").
The pediment has enriched baluster-shafts supporting an entablature, the frieze of which is inscribed
SANCTAE ET INDIVIDUAE TRINITATl SO/ LAE HONOR ET
GLORIA IN AETERNUM AMEN (" To the holy and

indivisible Trinity alone be honour and glory for
ever. Amen "). The entablature and shafts enclose
an armorial panel in excellent preservation. The
scrolled shield is surmounted by mantling, helm,
wreath, and crest, the last a rose in a crescent. It is.
charged: Three piles issuing out of the dexter side,
and a rose, in chief a crescent between two spots of
ermine. Over all is a label with a motto, so heavily
overshadowed as to be illegible, but probably SOLA
VIRTUS NOBILITAT (" Only courage ennobles ").
Another label below the shield is inscribed:

of a new life, he laid his mortal remains to rest,
together with his beloved wife, Jonet Bannatyn, with
whom he lived in perfect amity for 29 years. He
was survived by six sons and as many daughters,
and he had five sons and one daughter who died
before him, his forerunners into the Kingdom of
Heaven").
No. 23. Edward Henryson, LL.D., and relatives. A
large Renaissance mural monument corbelled out
from the churchyard wall, and consisting of base,
body and pediment. The base has a projecting

D(OMlNUS) THOMAS / HENRYS ON A CHES/TERS EQUES

(" Sir Thomas Henryson of Chesters, Knight ").
beginning and end of his term of office are each reckoned
as a full year.
+ The metres are the same as those used on Mon. 35, q.v.
t The proper reading of this text (Phil. i, 2 r ) is Mihi
vivere Christus est et mori lucrum.

• He sat for five years as deacon and for ten years as
councillor. The apparent discrepancy between the stone
and the municipal records is probably to be explained by
supposing that the portions of the calendar years at the
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The epitaphs cut on the armorial cartouche read
[D(OMINUS) THOMAS HENRYSON A
follows:

CHESTERS EQUES / FAELICISSIMAE MEMORIAE CLARISSIMORUM] VIRORUM INGENUORUM ADOLESCENTIUM /
INNOXIORUM INFANTIUM LECTISSIMARUM / FOEMINARUM SANTCISSIMARUM MATRONARU(M) HIC SPARSIM
RECUBANTIU(M) GLORIOSU(M) SER/VATORIS D(OMINI)
N(OSTRI) JESU CHRISTI ADVENTU(M) EX/PECTANTIU(M)
ET GENERALEM UNIVERSAE CAR/NIS RESURRECTIONEM
IN DOMINO OPERI/ENTIU(M) D(OMINUS) T(HOMAS)
HENRYSON(US) EQUES SENATOR VI /
CALEND(AS)
OCTOB(RES) POSUIT MAESTISSIMUS AN/NO CHRISTI
CI:)I:)CXXXVI (" To the blessed memory of the

distinguished men, ingenuous youths, innocent
infants, admirable women and godly matrons who
here rest separately, looking for the glorious coming
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ and awaiting
in the Lord the general resurrection of all flesh,
Sir Thomas Henryson, knight, Lord of Session,
from the depth of his grief erected this, 26th
September 1636 ").
D(OMINI) EDUARDI HENRYSONIS I(URIS) U(TRIUSQUE)
D(OCTORIS) PATRIS AMAN/TISSIMI Q(UE) SENATORIS ET
S(UPREMI)
CONSISTORII
EDIN/BURGENI
JURIDICI
D(OMINAE) HELENAE A SUINTON MA/TRIS CARISS(IMAE)
TRIUM SORORUM UTERINARUM / DILECTISSIMARUM:
D(OMINAE) AGNETIS ET MARITI DIG/NISS(IMI) D(OMINI)
JACOBI FOULIS BARON(IS) COLINTONIAE / D(OMINAE)
HELENAE ET CARISS(IMI) CONJUGIS D(OMINI) THOMAE /
CRAGII A RICARTON J(URIS) C(ONSULTI) CELEBERRIMI:
D(OMINI) LUD/OVICI CRAGII EQUITONIS RICARTONII ET
SENATO/RIS AMPLISSIMI: JOANNAE ET SPONSI EJUS
JOAN/NIS LAURIE PRAETORIS EDINBURG(ENI): [HERE]OTARU[M] / GERMANAE UNIUS ELIZABETHAE HENRYSONIS
/ ET MARITI EGREGII D(OMINI) JOANNIS NICOLSON A /
DRYDEN "S(UPREMI) CONS[ISTORII EDINBURGENI] JURIDICI / ET ADVOCATI ELOQUENTISSIMI (" [That is to

say], of Mr. Edward Henryson, Doctor of Laws,
his affectionate father, "a Lord of Session and one of
the judges of the Supreme Consistory of Edinburgh-:
of his beloved mother Dame Helen Swinton; of
three dearly loved half-sisters on his mother's side,
surnamed Heriot, t to wit, of Dame Agnes! and
her right worthy husband, Sir James Foulis, baronet
of Col in ton, of Dame Helen and her famous husband,
Mr. Thomas Craig of Riccarton, a celebrated lawyer,
as well as Sir Lewis Craig§ of Riccarton, a distinguished Lord of Session, and of J oan and her
husband John Lawrie, Bailie of Edinburgh; and
• In 1563-4 a new court, the Commissary Court, was
appointed to take over the consistorial jurisdiction from the
Roman episcopal officials and deal with testament, marriage,
etc. The Edinburgh Commissariat was at first the only
such court, and was supremum consistorium in relation to
the inferior commissariats which were established later in
the sixteenth century.
t Monteith and those who follow him ignore the word
HEREOTARUM in
their translations, probably because
they did not understand it. But there is no doubt as to the
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of his only full sister, Elizabeth Henryson, and her
eminent husband, Mr. John Nicolson of Dryden,
judge of the Supreme Consistory of Edinburgh and
an advocate of great eloquence").
The panel between the pedestals is inscribed as
follows: D(OMINI) [ALEXANDRI HENRYSONIS EIUSDEM
S(UPREMI)] CON[SISTORII JURIDICI, DOMINI THOMAE
FILII: -THOMAE] / IOANNIS [JUVENUM]: DUORUM
[EDUARDORUM :
HELENAE] MARGARETAE BEATAE /
IN [FANTIUM] MARINAE ET JOCUNDISSIMI CONJUGIS
D(OMINI) IACOBI HALYDAY A / [PI]TLOCHY COMISS(ARU)
DUMFREIS(ENSIS): ANNAE ET CLARISSIMI / CONJUGIS
D(OMINI) ROBERTI HAMILTON[n A] PRESTON: RARISSIMARUM CARISSIMARUM / DUARUM CONJUGUM D(OMINAE)
MARGARITAE HAYAE A KENNETH: D(OMINAE) RE/BECCAE
WEIRIAE, CHESTERIAE MEMORABILIUM MATRONARUM /
GULIELMI ELPHINGSTONI NEPOTIS CARIS(SIMI) &c.
OMNES UT / IN DEO VIXERU(N)T SEMPER CUM DEO
VIVANT / D(OMINAE) ELIZABETHAE CALDERHALLIAE
D( OMI)NAE SEX LIBERORU(M) MATRI OPTIMAE DESIDERATISSIMAE / SOLI DEO HONOR ET GLORIA / AMEN

(" Also of Mr. Alexander Henryson, a judge of the
said Supreme Consistory, son of Thomas: and of
Thomas and John, cut off in their youth; of two
Edwards, of Helen, of Margaret and of Beatrix,
all of whom died in infancy: of Marion and her
charming husband, Mr. James Haliday of Pitlochy,
Commissioner to Parliament for the burgh of
Dumfriesll; of Anna and her distinguished husband,
Mr. Robert Hamilton of Preston; of his two beloved
wives, most remarkable women, Dame Margaret Hay
of Kennet and Dame Rebecca Weir of Chesters,
ladies well worthy to be held in remembrance:
of William Elphinstone his beloved grandchild.
May they all live evermore with God, even as they
lived in God. Further, of Elizabeth, Lady Calderhall,
excellent and most lamented mother of six children.
To God alone be glory and honour. Amen").
The inscription on the left-hand pedestal reads:
HEIR IS BURIED JEAN / LAUDER ELDEST / DAUGHTER TO
THE / LAIRD OF HALTOUNE / LADY CALDERHALL VHO /
DYED ON THE 2 DAY OF JULLY 1672, while that to
the right has not been completed beyond HEIR IS
BVRIED / THE.

No. 24. John Byres of Coates. This finely
proportioned monument in three parts is in excellent
preservation. The base, which has a pedestal at
each side, is subdivided, the lower part being
meaning. On February 27, 1558-9, Helen Swinton, widow
of Mr. Robert Heriot of Lymphoy, had licence to marry
Mr. Edward Henderson (or Henryson). (Scot. Hist. Review,
vi, p. 330) .
t In Nisbet's Heraldry (ii, Appendix 18) the name is
given as Anna, but the stone is probably the better authority.
§ He was the son of Thomas Craig and Helen Heriot,
which accounts for the appearance of his name here. He
died not later than 1622.
11 This was in the Parliament of 1617.
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panelled while the upper part contains a strapworked cartouche, without an in~cription, running
between the pedestals. The pedestals themselves
are enriched in front with funerary emblems and
scrolls, on one of which the motto SPES ALTERA
VIT(A)E (" Another hope of life") can still be
deciphered. The body of the monument, flanked
by large strapworked trusses, has a pair of composite
shafts at each side, in antis to pilasters, supporting
an elaborate cleft entablature. From the centre
of the frieze projects a console flanked by swags
of fruit and bearing a monogram of the initials of
I(ohn) B(yres) and his wife A(gnes) S(myth). Where
the frieze returns above the shafts, it is enriched
with cherub's heads. The pilasters on the back of
the monument flank a wide niche, heavily enriched
with scrollwork and displaying the initials I Band
A S in the spandrels on each side of its arched head.
The soffit of the archivolt is enriched with floral
paterae. The upper part of the niche contains a
sculptU1:ed panel. In the centre is a figure seated on a
cornucopia and leaning against a column, accompanied by a scroll inscribed TREMNO. From a
cloud above issues a cherub's head with a scroll
below on which only the second word MORS can
be read. On the left of the central figure is a castle
in process of collapsing, as well as a mutilated figure
trampling on a skeleton; while a hand higher up
points from a cloud to a scroll inscribed FIRMISSIMIS
SVA PA[T or L]. On the right is an angel standing
on a globe round which runs a scroll inscribed
CALCO (" I tread under foot ").
Above the angel
is seen the sun issuing from a cloud, a scroll below
bearing ' an inscription no longer legible. On the
right of the angel is Death, portrayed as a skeleton
wearing a shroud and walking with a staff.
The lower part of the niche contains a panel with a
border enri.ched with a female head, small lion-masks,
crossed coffins, stands of arms, and strapwork, as
well as with two shields, one on either side. The
dexter shield is charged: A chevron between three
martlets, for Byres, while the sinister one bears:
An eagle displayed, ensigned with a crown, for
Smyth. The panel itself is inscribed: VIRO VERE
PROBO CIVI OPTIMO / JOANNI BYRES DE COITTES /
URBIS HUIUS ANNOS EX ORDINE / SEX QUAESTORI /
DUOS BALLIVO ET EXBALLIVO / SEX AEDILI ET / DUOS
PROPRAEFECTO / FAMILIARE HOC MONUMENTUM /
POSUERUNT UXOR A(GNES) [S](MYTH) ET LIBERI / OBUT
MULTUM DESIDERATUS VIII KAL(ENDAS) DECEMB(RIS)

• The years on the stone do not quite tally with the
municipal records. According to the latter, Byres was
Treasurer for only four years, but Old Provost for two.
He was Bailie for one year and Old Bailie for the following
year. This was in accordance with the custom under which
a man who had been Bailie (or Provost) for one year sat
on the Council for the following year as Old Bailie (or
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To a truly
upright . man and excellent citizen, John Byres of
Coates, six years in succession Treasurer of this city,
two years Bailie and Old Bailie, Dean of Guild for
six years, and Old Provost for two,· his wife Agnes
Smyth and his children have erected this family
monument. He died, much lamented, on 24th
November in the year of Christ 1629 aged 60 ").
No. 25. Gilbert Primrose. The monument of
Gilbert Primrose resembles the one first described.
At sides and centre the base is enriched with foliated
baluster-shafts, between which are panels containing facets. The body has at each side a pair
of foliated baluster-shafts supporting an entablature
and flanking the recess. The entablature, which
also receives support from a central console, on
either side of which are trophies of funerary emblems,
is enriched with arabesqued panels and rosettes.
From its cornice rises the pediment, flanked by
two modern finials in the shape of lions supporting
shields. The dexter shield is parted per pale and
charged: Dexter, on a fess between three primroses,
as many mullets, a crescent in chief for difference;
sinister, a chief indented, charged with three escallops.
On the sinister shield these coats are reversed. The
lower part of the pediment is enriched with strapwork and bears the epitaph: GILBERTIO PRIMROSIO

ANNO SALUTIS MDCXXIX AETATIS SUAE LX ("

JACOBI & ANNAE MAGNAE BRI/TANNIAE FRANCIAE &
HIBERNIAE REG(IS) ARCHICHVRGO (sic) / HAEREDES p(ONI)
C(VRARVNT) VIXIT FELICITER ANNOS 80 ARCHICHIR/
VRGVS REG(IVS) FVIT AD SVPREMVM VITAE TERMI(N)V(M) OB lIT / DIE(M) PRINCIPIS & POPVLI PVBLICO
LVCTV DECORATVS / ANNO DOMINI 1616 DIE 18
APRIL(I)S (" To Gilbert Primrose, Principal Surgeon

to J ames and Anne, Monarchs of Great Britain,
France and Ireland, his heirs erected this monument.
He lived happily for eighty years, and. was Principal
Surgeon to the King to the end of his life. He
died, honoured by ' the public mourning of prince
and people, in the year of our Lord 1616, on the
18th day of April ").
SIC OB lIT PLENVSQUE ANNORUM & PLENVS HONORVM
VIXI DVM VOLVI VOLVI DVM CHRISTE VOLEBAS
SIC NEC VITA MIHI MORS NEC ACERBA FVIT

(" Thus he died full both of years and honours. I
lived as long as I wished; I wished to live, 0
Christ, as long as was Thy will. Thus I found
neither life nor death bitter ").
On the cornice of the pediment rests a circular
shield enclosed by strapwork and flanked by the
Provost). If, as sometimes happened, a Provost was
continued in office for a further term, another member of
Council was appointed to act as Old Provost. David
Aikenhead (see infra No. 45) was so continued in 1626-27,
1627-28, and 1628-29, the years when Byres was Old
Provost.
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initials G P and A G."" The shield is parted per
pale and charged: Dexter, on a fess between three
primroses, as many mullets, a crescent in chief for
difference; sinister, a chief indented charged with
three escallops.
No. 26. Unknown. At the W. end of the terrace
:separating the upper from the lower burial-ground
is a burial vault of the late 17th or early 18th century,
its roof on a level with the terrace and the floor
sunk below ground. The two exposed sides are
ashlar-built, and are panelled as follows. The N.
side has a central upright panel enriched with
funerary emblems set out on a scroll, and flanked by
two horizontal panels each containing a skull and
cross-bones. On the S. side two similar panels
.each containing a skull and cross-bones flank the
entrance, which is in the centre. Both sides have a
moulded cornice. The compartment is covered
with a barrel-vault. In its back wall is a modern
panel recording interments from 1832 onwards.

in the cemetery, since it illustrates the last phase of
the Gothic tomb, seen in full flower at Lincluden
College. I7 Here the arched recess, primarily intended
to contain a recumbent effigy of the deceased, is
buttressed at each side and surmounts the sarcophagus, which has an arcaded front embellished with
cherubs' heads. The arch-head is segmented and
has one member enriched with paterae, but the
hood-mould, which bears a crestwork of foliage, is
ogival and rises in a finial to the cornice. In the
space between the hood-mould and the archivolt is a
seal bearing the initials of I( ohn) I(ackson) and his
wife A (?) W(ilson) as well as his merchant's mark,
an Arabic figure 4 with a cross on the horizontal
limb. The .comice, which is enriched with paterae,
returns above the buttresses and also above the
central finial, where it is dated 1606 upon the soffit.
On it rests a pediment with a circled head which
bears the following inscription: CIVI PROBO / TER
QUAESTORl IO(ANNI) IAKSONO / EX HAC VITA EVOCATO

29 / MAlI A(NNO) D(OM) 1606 AET(ATIS) SUAE AN(N)O /
63 CLIMACTERICO AM ORIS / & GRATITUDINIS ERGO
UNIC(US) FILIUS p(ONI) C(URAVIT) (IC To a worthy
citizen, thrice Treasurer, John Jackson, called from
this life on the 29th May, A.D. 1606, the 63rd
of his age, being his climacteric, in token of love and
gratitude his only son had this monument erected") .
At the foot of the pediment is a shield carved in
relief and supported by two scrolls. This is charged:
Three holly leaves, one and two.
No. 28. Archibald Tod. This small and unassuming mural monument consists of a series of stone
panels united by a moulded base and dado and surmounted by a triangular pediment with globular
finials.
The main inscription is set out on a panel between
dado and entablature, flanked on each side by
vertical panels containing funerary emblems arranged
in scrolls: [D(EO) O(PTIMO) M(AXIMO) / QUOD

It will be convenient to list here certain fragments
built into the adjoining wall of the terrace. These
include (I) A badly-preserved scrolled shield from
:a monument, parted per pale and charged: Dexter,
quarterly, 1st and 4th, on a chief three escallops,
2nd and 3rd, a chevron in chief and a fess checky ;
.sinister, within a bordure engrailed, a lion rampant,
:a cross in base. This stone undoubtedly commemorated a Graham who married a Gray, but the
marriage cannot be traced. (2) A panel displaying
;a shield with helm and mantling, all greatly decayed.
The shield seems to be charged: A chevron, a
mullet in dexter chief. (3) A triangular pediment
f rom a small monument containing, in the tympanum,
:a monogram apparently of the initials J J and M W.
<4) A scrolled truss of the late 17th century. (5) A
17th-century door-lintel, much weatherworn, which
'i s thought to have come from Blackfriars Wynd. It
,contains in the centre a shield apparently charged:
Three stars in chief, a cross, two swords in saltire,
for Govan. On either side of the shield runs an
inscription which has been read as MISERERE MEI /
DEVS / G G [or 1616]16. (6) A 17th-century door-lintel
inscribed [BLISSIT BE GOD FOR AL H]IS GIFTlS H H / I s.
( 7) A 15th-century capital from Trinity College
Church (No. 4) bearing foliage and two human heads.
(8) A 17th-century skewput bearing a monogram,
apparently of the initials I G and H F. (9) A 16th.century jamb-base from either a tomb or a fire-place.
{ 10) A fragment of carving from a 17th-century tomb,
,displaying a man's head and a swag of drapery.
No. 27. John Jackson. From the point of view
,of design this tomb, shown on the right of Fig. 196, is
·one of the most interesting 17th-century monuments
• These are the initials of Alison, daughter of John
·Grahame of Claverhouse, who in or before 1568 was married
1:0 Gilbert, son of Duncan Primrose, Bailie in Culross
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CADUCUM HABUIT HIC DEPONI JUSSIT ARCHIBALDUS TOD
URBIS EDINBURGENAE A NATALIBVS CIVIS VIR] PROCUL
OMNI FUCO [ET SINE FASTU PROBUS] QUATER MATRIM[ONIA JUNCTUS: AT] / EX PRIMA TANTUM CON[JUGE]
HELE[NA] FILIA JO[ANNIS JACKSON] CIVIS PRAECLARI /
UNICAM NATAM SUPERSTITEM RELIQUIT KATHARINAM /
UXOREM DAVIDIS WILKIE CIVIS HONORIFICI / [ET HOC
ANNO] 1656 AEDILIS / [IPSE VERO SEU] PACE JUVANTE
SEU BELLO ADVERSANTE / PRO PATRIA & URBE SEMPER
IDEM / MAG[ISTRATUS] HONOREM [AEQUE MERUIT] /
[TER] PRAETOR B[IS AEDIL]IS / [SEPTIES URBIS PRAEFECTUS & PER SEX LUSTRA BOY!\EYTH~ OB lIT MULTUM
DESIDERA~US STO IDUS FEBRUARII ANNO CI:)I;:)CLVI
AETATIS LXXI] ("Dedicated to God, all-good and all-

highest. Archibald Tod, a burgess of Edinburgh by
right of birth, gave instructions that all of him that
(Scots Peerage, vii, 213). She predeceased her husband
by little more than two months (4th February 1616). Like
Naismith (Mon. 5), he died in London.
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was mortal 'should be laid to rest here. He was
upright, modest, and singularly free from guile.
Although he was four times married, he had no
issue save by his first wife Helen, daughter of John
Jackson, a well-known citizen, by whom he had an
only daughter who survived him, Helen, wife of
David Wilkie, a highly respected citizen and this
year, 1656, Dean of Guild. He himself, however,
immutable in his devotion to his country and his
city, richly earned the honour of the magistracy,
whether under the happy auspices of peace or in
the stress of war, having been thrice Bailie, twice
Dean of Guild, seven times Provost,'" and for thirty
years a Councillor. He died, greatly regretted, on
February 9th in the year 1656, the seventy-first of
his age").
A central upright panel between base and dado
bears the inscription:
HEIR [WOR]THY PROVEST TOO DOTH LIE
WHO DIED AND YET WHO DID NOT DIE
IUS GOLDEN NAME IN FAMES FAlRE ROLE
CL[AIMES THE] LIFERENT TAK OF A SOUL
[EDINBURGH IN THIS] MAN ALONE
[LOST BOTH A F]ATHE[R] AND A SON
[FOR TWICE THREE LUST]ERS THAT HE [SAT
IN COUNCIL FOR HER PUBLICK STATE
FOR TWO YEARS CARE OF LATE WHICH MORE
AVAIL'D THAN FIFTY TWICE BEFORE
FOR THE GREAT PAINS HE THEN DID TAKE
T' AVERT THE CRY, KILL BURN AND SACK:t
SURE HE DESERVES A TOMB OF JEAT
OR ONE OF PUREST PORPHYRITE
AND EV'RY HOUSE SHOULD BRING A STONE
TO BUILD HIM A MAUSOLEON.
BUT OUTWARD POMP HE STILL DID FLYE
AND THUS IN SINGLE DUST WOULD LYE.]

Nos. 29 and 30. Unknown. These two 17thcentury monuments are set into the churchyard
wall on either side of the early 19th-century memorial
of Mark Watt of Bowland, and immediately south
of No. 28. Both are weatherworn and fast passing
into the last stages of decay. They are probably
later and simpler examples of the type first mentioned, consisting primarily of a recess with an
enriched margin set on a base and surmounted by
an entablature. Neither of them has had shafts or
pilasters, while any inscriptions that may have
existed have completely disappeared.
No. 37. James Chalmers. An inscription sets out
that this large mural monument erected to James
Chalmers in 1675 was" revised by Wm. Wilson,
Esq. 1834." The monument itself is supported by
scrolled trusses at each side, enriched with foliage,
• The number seems excessive, but Dr. Marguerite Wood,
the City Archivist, thinks that, on the whole, it may be taken
as correct, although owing to the English occupation Tod
did not serve complete years between 1650 and 1655, as
elections did not take place in the normal way. As a matter
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angels, skulls and hour-glasses. At each end of the
base are pedestals, enriched with cherub's heads in
front, and flanking an uninscribed cartouche. On
the pedestals rest composite shafts in antis to pilasters
supporting a cleft entablature surmounted by seated
angels, who support a cartouche containing a scrolled
shield, beneath a label bearing the motto LUX MIHI
LAURUS (" Light is victory for me "). The shield,
which has obviously been renewed, is charged: A
lion rampant issuing out of a fess, in base a fleur-delys, a bordure. Between the pilasters are two panels,
the lower and smaller one being modern. The
upper one, carved with drapery caught up in the
centre of the top by a cherub's head, bore the undernoted inscription 1B, for which a series of modern
burial-records have been substituted: M(EMORIAE)
P(IETATI?) Q(UE) S(ACRUM) / JACOBUS CHALMERS, A
CHALMERS DE EODEM, PER FAMILIAM DE ASCHINTREES,
LEGITIME ORIUNDUS, IN SUPREM0 FORO JURIDICO,
SUBACTI INGENII, INTEGER(R)IMUS CAUSARUM PATRONUS;
TRIGAMUS; UXOREM DUCENS PRIMAM, MARGARITAM
NICOLSONE, JACOBI NICOLSONE A COCKBURNSPATH
EQUITIS, EX FRATRE ALEXANDRO, IN PRAEDICTO FORO
CAUSIDICO, NEPTEM: SECUNDAM, AEGIDIAM SIBBALD,
DAVIOlS SIBBALD DE KIPPS
FILIAM:
TERTIAM,
KATHARINAM ADAMS,
COELENI ADAMS, ECCLESIAE
PIENTISSIMI,
ENSTRUTHER
ORIENTALIS ,
PASTORIS
NATAM:
EX
UNO QUOQUE MATRIMONIO,
LIBEROS
RELINQUENS, INTEGERRIMAE FAMAE, SEXAGENARIUS
PENE, FEBRIS AESTU ABREPTUS, FATIS CESSIT, III
CAL(ENDAS) DECEMB(RIS) AN(NO) DOM(INI) MDCLXXV.
MONUMENTUM VERO HOCCE QUALEQUALE, PIETATIS
ERGO, THOMAS, THALAMI PRIMI PROTOGONUS, EXTRUI
CURAVIT (" James Chalmers, a legitimate son of

Chalmers of that Ilk through the family of Ashintrees,
a brilliant and honourable advocate in the Supreme
Court of Justiciary. He was thrice married, first to
Margaret Nicolson, niece of Sir James Nicolson of
Cockburnspath, knight, by his brother Alexander,
pleader in the said court ; next to Jealls (Giles)
Sib bald, daughter of David Sibbald of Kipps; and
lastly to Katherine Adams, daughter of Colin Adams,
minister of the church of Anstruther Easter. He
left children by each marriage. Carried off by
fever with his reputation still undimmed, he died
on November 28th 1675 before he was quite sixty.
Thomas, his eldest son by his first wife, had this
humble memorial erected").
FALLERIS, 0 LECTOR; SI SESQUIPEDALIA VERBA
EXPECTES ; N OBIS USQUE M ODESTA PLACENT :
QUANTULA VI TA HOMINIS! MORIMUR DUM VI VIMUS
EHEU!
VIS HOMINIS VITAM NOSCERE , DISCE MORI

of fact , he was actually elected only fi ve times, but he was
continued in office without election- an entirely irregular
proceeding.
t This presumably refers to C romwelI's occupation of
Edinburgh.
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(" Reader, you will be mistaken if you expect longwinded words; we always prefer restraint: How
little a tning is the life of man I Alas, in the midst
of life we are in death. If you wish to know man's
life, learn how to die").
No. 32. Elizabeth Paton. This is the largest and
perhaps the best proportioned monument in the
churchyard. In place of the more usual carved
scrolls, it is supported at each side by caryatid
figures of Adam and Eve supporting castles on their
heads. At either end of the base are two pedestals
with panelled fronts of slight projection, containing
cherubs' heads surmounted by a scroll. On the
right-hand scroll can be deciphered [?]D MAN;
the lettering on the next has been wholly obliterated,
the third shows [?]CEL[?] and the one on the right
RES MINIS[?].
Between each pair of pedestals is a
cupid, while the space in the centre is occupied
by a scrolled and inscribed cartouche.
From the pedestals rise two lofty composite
shafts, in antis to pilasters, supporting an entablature
with a cleft, raking cornice surmounted at the sides
and centre by finials in the shape of urns. In the
tympanum is an armorial achievement in high
relief. The shield has mantling, helm and a wreath.
The crest, a demi-lion full-face holding in his dexter
paw a scroll·, is surmounted by a label inscribed
with a motto, probably SEDULO NUMEN ADEST
(" Heaven helps the diligent "). The shield itself is
parted per pale and charged: Dexter, a shakefork
within a bordure charged with eight billets, for
Cunningham of Enterkin; sinister, a fleur-de-lys
between three crescents, two and one, for Paton.
The space between the pilasters on the body of the
monument is occupied by a shallow arched recess,
with a moulded archivolt and a grotesque head as
keystone, the spandrel containing scrolled cartouches.
The recess is divided at the springing-level by a
moulded impost. In the upper part is a panel
sculptured in relief. On this the central feature is
King Death, represented as a crowned skeleton
holding a sceptre in the right hand and a tablet in
the other. On his left is a cupid mourning over a
skull, balanced on the right by Time with his hourglass.
The lower part of the recess is occupied by a panel
with an elaborate strapworked border displaying
the initials of I( ohn) C(unningham) on one side and
of E(lizabeth) P(aton) on the other. Into the strapwork are introduced skulls, hour-glasses and swags
of drapery. The panel bears the principal inscription: MEMORIAE / CHARISSIMAE CONJUGIS / ELIZABETHAE PATON / IOANNES CUNINGHAM / AB ENTERKIN
/ SACRAE REGIAE MAJESTATIS, & AD IPSIUS SIGNETUM /
SCRIBA / MONUMENTUM HOC / EXTRUENDUM CURAVIT

(" To the memory of his darling wife, Elizabeth
Paton, John Cunningham of Enterkin, Writer to
The sinister paw should hold a garb.
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His Majesty's Signet, had this monument erected").
UXOR AMANS, FAECUNDA PARENS, LECTISSIMA SEXUS /
FAEMINA GRATA SUIS ILLACHRYMATA VIRO /
QUAM PIETAS, QUAM CASTA FIDES, QUAM SPLENDIDA
VIRTUS
ORNARUNT; PULCHRUM CUNCTA CREANTIS OPUS
OMNIBUS AEQUA, ANIMO CONSTANS, DUM VIXIT, EGENIS /
LARGA MANU; FRAUDIS NESCIA, PLENA BONI /
ATQUE PUERPERII DECIES PERPESSA LABORES /
CONJUGII LINQUENS PIJ}NORA QUINA SUI /
HOC TUMULO, CINIS EST, POST LUSTRA OCTONA,
REPOSTUS /
LAETA ANIMA AD CHRISTUM, SANGUINE LOTA, REDIT

I

I

(" She was a loving wife, a fruitful mother, the
choicest of her sex, a woman beloved by her friends
and deeply lamented by her husband. Godliness,
chastity and shining virtue were the ornaments of
this masterpiece of the .Creator of the universe.
Throughout her life she was just to all, steadfast in
heart, generous to the poor, innocent of deceit, and
full of goodness. Ten times did she suffer the
travail of childbirth leaving five pledges of her
marriage behind her. Her ashes have been laid to
rest in this tomb, after forty years, while she joyously
returns to Christ, washed in his blood "). OBIIT
10 FEB 1676 I AETATIS SUAE 40 (" She died on lOth
February, 1676, in the fortieth year of her age ").
The inscription on the base reads as follows:
VLTIMA SEMPER
EXPECTANDA DIES HOMINI DICIQUE BEATUS /
ANTE ABITUM NEMO SUPREMAQUE FUNERA DEBET.18

I

(" We must always wait till the end of a man's life;
and no-one should be called happy until he is dead
and buried ").
Two small panels, displaying cartouches in relief
ornamented at the top with a crown and with lion
heads at the sides, lie loose upon the base of this
monument. Both contain oval shields, the dexter
one, which is encircled by a ribbon with the motto
OVER FORK OVER, is charged:
A shakefork, for
Cunningham, while the sinister one, surmounted by
the Lauder motto STRIKE ALIKE, is charged: Quarterly, 1st and 4th, a griffon salient holding a sword
with its forefoot supporting a Saracen's head, for
Lauder; 2nd and 3rd, a lion rampant within a
double tressure flory-counter-flory, for Maitland.
No. 33. Catherine Tod. This monument in
three parts, supported at the sides by scrolled
trusses with dragonesque heads and feet, has both
base and surbase, the lowest division having a
horizontal panelled pedestal at each end. These
flank a mourning figure accompanied by an hourglass and skull, carved upon a panel in the centre.
The base itself has two separate pedestals at each
end, having panelled fronts enriched with vases and
bunches of corn; the space between each pair is
also panelled, containing a carved device. In the
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centre is a.sarcophagus with a scrolled top. On the
body of the monument fluted, composite shafts in
antis to pilasters rise from the pedestals and support
an entablature, which lacks its pediment. The frieze
is enriched with vases and swags of drapery. Between
each pair of shafts is a mourning figure standing on a
pedestal and surmounted by a cherub's head carved
upon a panel. In the centre is a pedestal resting
upon the sarcophagus and surmounted by a sculptured panel. The pedestal carries the inscription,
hardly legible to-day: [MEMORIAE CHARISSIMAE SUAE
CONJUGIS / CATHARINAE TOD, QUAE DECESSIT] / 27
JANUARII 1679 MONUMENTUM / HOC EXTRUI CURAVIT

PASTORIS IBIDEM / ACADEMIAE RECTORIS ACADEMIAE
/ ANDREANAE ALUMNI AMPLIFICATORIS / PATRONI
and continues below QUI CONTRA GRASSANTES PER
FRAUDEM ET / TYRANNIDEM PRAELATOS LIBERTATIS
ET DISCIPLINAE / ECCLESIASTICAE PROPUGNATOR FUIT
ACERRIMUS / SUPERSTITIONIS JUXTA & SUCCRESCENTIUM
SECTAR(UM) / MALLEUS RELIGIONIS CULTUSQUE DIVINI
PURIORIS / VINDEX ET ASSERTOR CONSTANTISSIMUS;
IN QUAE / CUM OMNI CURA ET COGITATIONE INCUMBENS
/ ASSIDUOS, CUM IN PATRIAE, TUM IN VICINO / ANGLIAE
REGNO, LABORES ECCLESIAE UTILES SIBI / GLORIOSOS
EXANTLAVIT, EXTREMUM SPIRITUM / EFFUDIT DIE 19
AUGUSTI 1646 AETATIS 63 (" Sacred to the memory

MARITUS / SUPERSTES W ALTERUS CHEISLIE / DE DALRY
MERCATOR ET CIVIS / EDINBURGENUS (" To the

of Mr. Alexander Henderson, Chaplain to the King,
Minister in the Church of Edinburgh,'" Rectort of
the University of the same city, and student, benefactor and patron of the University of St. Andrews.
He was a most energetic defender of ecclesiastic.al
liberty and discipline against the crafty and tyrannical
encroachments of the bishops, the hammer both of
superstition and of the sects that it fosters and a
most doughty champion and advocate of religion and
of a purer form of worship. While he was devoting
himself to these tasks with all the care and thought
at his command, he breathed his last on August
19th, 1646, at the age of 63, worn out by labours
which were increasing both in his own country and
in the neighbouring Kingdom of England and which
were as beneficial to the Church as they were
honourable to himself").
The inscription is continued on the lower part of
the N. side: VIR FUIT DIVINUS, AC PLANE EXIMIUS, ET

memory of his beloved wife, Catherine Tod, who
died 27th' January, 1679, Walter Cheisly of DaIry,
merchant and citizen of Edinburgh, had this monument erected"). In the centre of the scupltured
panel is a crowned skeleton surrounded by an
assemblage of skulls, scrolls, flowers, an hour-glass
and a ·vase. On either side of the head is a cherub
holding a scroll, the one to the left bearing the words
OMNES MANET AN . • • while on that to the right
[VIVE MEMOR] LETHI (" In life remember death")
can still be read.
No. 34. The Reverend Charles Littlejohn. The
mural tablet commemorating the Rev. Charles
Littlejohn, which is built into the churchyard wall
beside the enclosure of Thomas Potts, S. of the
access from Heriot's Hospital, unfortunately escaped
the notice of Monteith and his continuators. Dating
from the turn of the 17th and 18th centuries and
constructed of freestone, limestone and marble, it is
sadly decayed to-day. No useful reading can
therefore be given of the inscriptions upon the
central panel, the upper of which is in Latin and the
lower in English. The panel itself is enclosed by a
moulded margin with a shouldered and scrolled top,
on which rests a small cartouche charged, for
Littlejohn: Three arrows, two in saltire and one
in pale points downwards, accompanied by six
trefoils, two in chief, two in fess and two in base.
No. 35. The Reverend Alexander Henderson. In
contrast to the other memorials of the 17th century
here, that of the Rev. Alexander Henderson takes
the form of an isolated pier, the upper part panelled,
and having an urn-shaped finial rising above
the cornice, the whole resembling a gatepost. The
inscription, starting on the panel on the E. side, runs:
M(EMORIAE) S(ACRUM) / D(OMINI) ALEXANDRI HENDERSONII / REGI A SACRIS EDINBURGENSIS / ECCLESIAE

• That is, Minister of St. Giles'. He was, as the epitaph
indicates, the foremost " Covenanting " leader in Scotland
and was Moderator of the Glasgow Assembly in 1636.
t Sometimes wrongly translated "Principal." The
Rectorship was an intermittent office. Originally instituted
in 16n, it had fallen into desuetude, but was revived for

OMNI / VIRTUTUM GENERE, TUM PIETATE IMPRIMIS /
ERUDITIONE, PRUDENTIA, ILLUSTRIS, REGI / SERENISSIMO
ET UTRIUSQUE REGNI ORDINIBUS / JUXTA CHARUS: CUI
HOC MONUMENTUM, PIETATIS / ERGO, ERIGENDUM
CURAVIT GEORGIUS HENDERSON(US) / EX FRATRE NEPOS;
IPSE SIBI ETERNUM, IN / ANIMIS BONORUM RELIQUIT

(" He was a man of God, and clearly exceptional,
conspicuous for all the virtues, but particularly for
godliness, learning and prudence, beloved alike by
his Most Gracious Majesty the King and by the
estates of both kingdoms. This monument, George
Henderson, his nephew on his brother's side, had
set up to him in dutiful affection; but he has himself
left an eternal monument to himself in the souls of
good men").
Then follows in the panel on the S. side :
HANC QUISQUIS URNAM TRANSIENS SPECTAVERIS
NE NEGLIGENTER ASPICE
HIC BUSTA MAGNI CERNIS HENDERSONII
PIETATIS HOC BU[ST]UM VIDES+

Henderson in 1640. The Principal from 1623 to 1651
was John Adamson .
t These verses are iambic senarii and iambic quaternarii,
as used in the Epodes of Horace. The use of these metres
in epitaphs is very uncommon, but another example occurs
on Mon. 22.
L
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doctor of medicine, and of Mr. Robert Young, a
faithful preacher of the Gospel, of whom the latter
died in the month of January 1677 and the former
in October 1675, and also to that of their beloved
sister Mary Young, who exchanged life for death in
February 1679, Thomas Kincaid, surgeon and apothecary of Edinburgh, the husband and survivor of
Mary, had this humble monument set up.

(" Whoever thou art who seest this urn in passing
by, look not upon it carelessly. Thou beholdest
here the burial-place of the great Henderson.
Thou beholdest here too a monument of dutiful
affection").
And the last part is a verse in the panel of the
W. side:
READER, BEDEU THINE EYES,
NOT FOR THE DUST HERE LYES,
IT QUICKEN SHALL AGAIN,
AND AY IN JOY REMAIN:
BUT FOR THY SELF, THE CHURCH AND STATES,
WHOSE WOES THIS DUST PROGNOSTICATES.

No. 36. Dr. Michael Young, the Reverend Robert
Young, Mary Young, and Thomas Kincaid of
Auchinreoch.
Dr. Michael Young's monument
stands recessed between two panelled piers of
ashlar. Constructed in three parts, it has scrolled
trusses at each side. At each end of the base is a
panelled pedestal, displaying a cherub's head surmounted by a scroll, and flanking a central horizontal
cartouche, enriched with a cherub's head but
uninscribed.
From the pedestals rise caryatid
figures supporting an entablature which is no
longer complete. From the bellied frieze projects a
central corbel carved with fruits. Below the entablature and between the figures is an inscribed panel
handsomely framed at the sides and bottom with
strapwork, and at the top with a sculptured scene.
In this the central figure is the deceased seated at a
table. Two angels hover above him holding a
crown above his head and bearing scrolls, the
legends on which are illegible. A hand issuing from
a cloud in the upper left-hand corner points to a
figure of Death below, who is balanced on the right
of the panel by Time. The inscription, scarcely
legible to-day, runs: PlAE MEMORlAE / D(OMINI)
MICHAELIS YOUNG MEDECINAE DOCTORIS CLARISSIMI /
D(OMINI) ROBERTI YOUNG EVANGELII PRAECONIS
FIDELISSIMI / QUORUM HIC MENSE JANUARII 1677 ILLE
OCTOBRIS [1675 FATIS FUNCTI SUNT / EORUMQUE
SORORIS DILECTISSIMAE MARIAE YOUNG / QUAE VITAM
CUM MORTE CUMMUTAVIT, FEB 1679 / MONUMENTUM
HOC QUALECUNQUE / THOMAS KINKAID CHIRURGUS ET
PHARMACOPOEUS EDINBURGENUS / MARITUS MARlAE
SUPERSTES PONI CURAVIT / TANDEM HIC RECUBAT IPSE
THOMAS KINKAID AB AUCHINREOCH / QUI CHIRURGIAM
ET PHARMACIAM HAC IN URBE NOVEM LUSTRA / NON
MINORI CUM SUCCESSU QUAM PERITIA EXERCUIT /
MORIBUS FUIT PROBUS / ACTIONIBUS PRUDENS ET
HONESTUS / DICTIS INGENUUS ABSQUE FUCO / UNDE
BONIS OMNIBUS PERGRATUS VIXIT / . OPES DECUS
AMICOSQUE COMPARAVIT / ET LIBERIS SEPTEM UNA EX
UXORE CUM QUINDECIM NEPOTIBUS / RELICTIS PLURIMUM
DESIDERATUS OBIIT /
IDIBUS FEBRUARII, AN(NO}
DOM(INI) 1691 AETATIS SUAE 72]. (" To the pious

" At long last here rests th~ said Thomas Kincaid
of Auchinreoch, who practised surgery and pharmacy
in this city for forty-five years with a success that
equalled his skill. He was upright in character,
prudent and honourable in action, and frank and
sincere in speech, wherefor he lived beloved by all
good men, acquired wealth, honour, and friends, and
died, grievously mourned, leaving seven children by
one wife and fifteen grand-children, on the 13th
of February A.D. 1691, aged 72").
CHIR[URGUS PASTOR MEDICUS MATRONA PERITUS I
FIDUS CLARUS AMANS HAC TUMULANTUR HUMO /
NON ARS NON PI ETAS DOCTRINA MODESTIA SEXUS /
IMMITIS FATI PELLERE TELA VALENT /
OMNIBUS AT VITAE OFFICIIS CUM SINT BENE FUNCTI /
FAMA ORBEM REPLET MENTIBUS ASTRA TENENT.]

(" Surgeon, preacher, physician, and matron-the
skilled, the faithful, the famous and the affectionateare laid together in this ground. Not art nor piety
nor learning nor womanly v.irtue can resist the
shafts of cruel fate. But, all life's duties well discharged, their fame fills the world and in spirit
they dwell in Heaven").
No. 37. Sir Georgc Mackenzie of Rosehaugh. The
burial vault of Sir George Mackenzie of Rosehaugh,
founder of the collection that became in 1925 the
National Library of Scotland, is a large, handsome
rotunda divided into eight bays by engaged, composite shafts which support an entablature surmounted by an ogival roof of stone. The roof is
pierced by lucarnes to light the interior, and is
surmounted in its turn by a central urn-shaped
finial. The entrance is in the bay facing N. On the
lintel rests a cartouche surmounted by a skeleton and
flanked by funerary emblems worked into trophies.
The cartouche displays a wreath and, for crest, an
eagle rising from a rock, as well as a label with the
motto FIRMA ET ARDUA. On the part of the frieze
immediately above the entrance is a panel inscribed
SIR GEORGE MACKENZIE OF ROSEHAUGH KNIGHT / LORD
ADVOCATE DURING THE REIGNS OF CHARLES 11 AND
JAMES VII.
In his o~cial capacity the deceased

had been the prosecutor of the Covenanters, whence
his nickname" Bluidy Mackenzie."
Each of the other bays contains a niche with a
shell in the curved top. The interior is at present
inaccessible, but a tomb-recess can be seen on the
S. side through a grille in the door. At the back of

memory of Mr. Michael Young, a distinguished
66
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the recess is a panel with an inscription, apparently
added after 1867, from an extra leaf inserted in some
copies of Monteith's Theater 0/ Mortality as published in 1704: RELIQUIAE SACRAE / D(OMINI) GEORGII
MACKENZIE A VALLE ROSARUM, / EQUITIS AURATI;
/ SIMONIS FIL(I1) CALENI COMIT(IS) DE SEAFORT
NEPOT(IS) / NATUS AERAE CHRIST(I) ANNO MDCXXXVI.
/ PER ANNOS XXXI, IN SUPREMO FORO CAUSARUM
PATRONUS; / AB ANNO MDCLXXVII REGIUS ADVOCATUS
/ REGIBUS CAROLO SECUNDO ET JACOBO / SEPTIMO A
SECRETIORIBUS CONSILIIS: / PATRIAE DECUS, RELIGIONIS VINDEX, -JUSTITIAE PROPUGNATOR, / JURIS REGII
ASSERTOR STRENUUS ET INDEFESSUS;
/ COLLEGII
JURIDICI, SIVE PRUDENTIAM SUMMAl\I, / SIVE ELOQUENTIAM EXIMIAM, SIVE IN INSTRUENDA / JURIS CON SULTORUM BIBLIOTHECA CURAM ET LOCUPLETANDA
MUNIFICENTIAM, SPECTES, / ORNAMENTUM IMPRIMIS
ILLUSTRE: / COMITATIS EXEMPLAR, / ERUDITORUM
MAECENAS ERUDITISSIMUS / OMNIBUS CHARUS, / SI
PERDUELLIUM COLLUVIEM EXCIPIAS:
/ A QUORUM
VIOLENTIA PATRIAM PATRlAEQUE PATREM, / CUM ORE,
CUM CALAMO, ACERRIME VINDICAVIT; / VIRULENTIAM
JURE ET JUSTITIA TEMPERAVIT, / FEROCIAM RATIONIS
/
VIRIBUS RETUDIT / AC TANTUM NON DOMUIT:
MONARCHIAE GENIUS TUTELARIS, / FAMA, ELOQUIO,
MORUM INTEGRITATE, FACTIS / ET SCRIPTIS, CLARUS; /
ECCLESIAE, REGI, REI PUBLICAE, LIBERIS / ET AMICIS
VIXIT. MAIl DIE OCTAVO, ANNO 1691, / IN DOMINO
OBIIT / DESIDERATISSIMUS. (CC The sacred remains of
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Christina Macneil, William Forrester, W.S., and his
children and relatives. The burial enclosure erected
by William Forrester, W.S., in 1701 against the S.
wall of the churchyard admirably illustrates the
eclectic taste of the period. Built of ashlar, it has a
moulded base- and cornice. The latter returns
round an armorial panel, supported by side scrolls,
set immediately above the entrance, which faces N.
The entrance itself is a bolection-moulded doorpiece.
The wall in which it stands is panelled, each large
panel containing a smaller one carved with a skull,
crossbones, and a scroll on which the legend MEMENTO
MORI can still be read. Above the doorway runs the
epitaph, and an armorial panel higher up displays
a scrolled cartouche charged: On a fess between
three hunting horns, a hound's head erased. A
label above bears the motto IN CORNU / SALUTIS
[SPERO] (CC My hope is in the horn of salvation").
The epitaph reads: VENERABILI VIRO / ALEXANDRO
FORRESTER AD FANUM SANCTI QUINTIGERNI / PASTOR I
EVANGELICO,
PATRI
suo / EX VETUSTA DOMO
FORRESTERORUM GARDENNENSIUM / ORTO / CHRISTINAE
MACNEIL EJUS PER / ANNOS QUIN\lUAGINTA / CONJUGI,
MATRI SUAE / FILIISQUE SUIS OCTO FILIABUS [TRIBUS
EX CONJUGE] / SUA RACHAELE BALFOUR SUSCEPTIS ET
[HIC SITIS] ATQUE SIBI SUISQUE SACRUM CONSTITUIT /
GULIELMUS FORRESTER AD SIGNETUM REGIUM SCRIB[A] /
(CC To his father, the
ANNO D[OMINI MDCCI]

Sir George Mackenzie of Rosehaugh, knight banneret, son of Simon, nephew of Colin, Earl of
Seaforth. Born in the year of Christ 1636, he was
for thirty-one years a pleader in the Supreme Court.
From the year 1677 he was King's Advocate and a
Member of the Privy Council to their Majesties
Charles II and James VII. He was the glory of his
country, defender of religion, preserver of justice,
and active and indefatigable champion of the laws
of the realm. He was one of the brightest ornaments of the College of Justice, whether you have
regard to his consummate wisdom, his splendid
eloquence, or the trouble he took in setting up the
Advocates' Library, and his munificence in enriching
it, a model of courtesy, a most learned Maecenas of
learned men, beloved by all except the rabble of
public enemies from whose violence he most actively
defended his country, and the father of his country,
by voice and pen, restraining their virulence by law
and justice, beating down and all but subduing their
ferocity by the force of reason. The guardian angel
of the monarchy, he lived distinguished by his fame,
his eloquence, his moral integrity, his deeds, and his
writings. He died in the Lord most deeply regretted
by the Church, the King, the State, his children,
and his friends on May 8th in the year 1691 ").
No. 38.
The Reverend Alexander Forrester,

Reverend Alexander Forrester, minister of the
gospel at St. Kentigern's, - a scion of the ancient
house of Forresters of Garden, to his mother,
Christina Macneil, wife of Alexander for fifty years,
and to eight sons and three daughters of his own
by his wife, Rachael Balfour, all buried here, and
to himself and his kindred, William Forrester,
Writer to His Majesty's Signet, consecrated this
tomb in A.D. 1701").
The sides of the enclosure are panelled and subdivided like the front, a narrow vertical panel
surmounted by a cartouche and containing a trophy
of funerary emblems taking the place of the doorway.
The cartouche on the E. side bears a monogram of
initials, probably W F and R B, while that to the
W. is charged: An otter's head erased, for Balfour.
In both cases the cartouche is surmounted by a
label bearing the motto already given. The inside
of the enclosure is heavily overgrown with trees and
is at present inaccessible.
No. 39. Lumsdaine of Innergelly. The adjoining
enclosure of Lumsdaine of Innergelly has plain sides,
but the front, although simpler and devoid of carving,
is generally similar to that of No. 38.
No. 40. William Little of Upper Libertan, and
Clement Little. The monument of Provost Little
takes the form of a baldaquin sheltering a sarcophagus

• He was minister of St. Mungo's, formerly Abermilk

or Castlemilk, in the Presbytery of Lochmaben (Scott,
Fasti Ecclenae Scoticanae, ii, p. 221.)
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on which reclines an effigy of the deceased. He is
represented as wearing a long robe, open at the
neck, and resting his right elbow on a cushion. The
canopy, supported by ten free-standing shafts
rising from pedestals, has an entablature from which
a flattened, ogival stone roof rises to an urn-shaped
finial. At the corners of the roof stand mourners,
said to represent Justice, Mercy, Peace and Love,
the two to the N. flanking a scrolled cartouche
displaying a label with the motto MAGNUM IN PARVO
(Cl Much in little ") and charged: A saltire engrailed,
for Little. The sarcophagus is oblong, with a
moulded base and cornice. Each side is panelled.
The panel to the N. contains a weatherworn
assemblage of funerary emblems. That to the S.,
however, has been left unadorned, since it is at the
back of the monument. The two side-panels bear
swags of drapery caught up in the centre by grotesque
heads. On the drapery of the E. panel runs an
inscription which has been repeated in 18th-century
script on a stone at the entrance to the lair:
M(EMORIAE) / PROAVI SUI PATERNI GUL(IEL)MI LITTLE
A SUPERIORI LIBBERTON / EDINBURGI QUONDAM
PRAEFECTI PRONEPOS p(OSUIT) 1683 / HIC ETIAM
APUD FRATREM M(AGISTER) CLEMENS CONSULE NATU
MAJOR / IN METROPOLI COMMISSAR IUS MANET RESURRECTIONEM (Cl To the memory of his great-grandfather
on the father's side, William Little of Upper
Liberton, once Provost of Edinburgh, his greatgrandson erected this monument in 1683. Here
also, beside his brother, Mr. Clement, who was
older, and who was a judge of the Edinburgh
Consistorial Court,· awaits the resurrection").

the back wall of the enclosure is a small mural
monument inscribed: THE BURIAL PLACE OF SIR
JAMES FALCONER / OF PHESDO / ONE OF THE SENATORS
OF THE COLLEGE / OF JUSTICE AND ONE OF THE LORDS
OF / THE CRIMINAL COURT, ONE OF / THE LORDS OF
THE [EXCHEQUER, ONE OF THE PRIVY COUNCIL TO
KING WILLIAM AND QUEEN ANNE, AND ONE OF THE
FIRST TREATORS FOR AN UNlON. HE WAS BORN 16TH
AUGUST 1648. HE DIED 10TH JUNE 1706].

QUALIS AT ILLE CLEMENS QUAM MAGNUS ET ILLE
LITELLUS /
HOC CIVES ILLUD BIBLIOTHECA DOCET /
NOBILE PAR FRATRUM MERITIS CERTATUR UTRINQUE /
METROPOLIN MUSIS HIC FOVET ILLE FAVET
(Cl The character of Clement you can learn from
his library, t the greatness of Little from his fellowcitizens. A noble pair of brothers! They vied with
one another in doing good. The former favoured
the Muses, the latter fostered the capital of his
country").

The entablature, which is enriched with a cherub's
head on the frieze, has a curved and cleft pediment.
In the tympanum is carved a winged grotesque head.
Above this rises a cartouche supported by two
cherubs, the one holding a mason's square and the
other a pair of compasses. The cartouche exhibits
an oval shield surmounted by helm, mantling and
wreath. The crest is missing, but no doubt represented Athene's head couped at the shoulders, with
helmet and plume. The shield is charged: A cross
moline square pierced between three mullets, for
Mylne of Balfarg. Over all runs a label with the
motto TAM IN ARTE QUAM MARTE (Cl By skill as much
as by strength ").

No. 41. Sir James Falconer of Phesdo. The early
18th-century burial-enclosure of Sir James Falconer
of Phesdo has plain sides and a panelled front, all
built of rubble with freestone dressings, and
prepared for harling. On either side of the entrance
is a blind roundel beneath a horizontal panel;
neither panel, however, bears an inscription. On
t For this Court see supra, p. 60n. Clement Little was
one of Edward Henryson's colleagues in 1563-4.
t The reference here is to Clement Little's bequest to
the town of his theological library, amounting to some three
hundred volumes and valued at 1000 merks.
These were
transferred to the University and formed the nuc1eus-of
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No. 42. John Mylne, and descendants. The semicircular railed enclosure on the left of the principal
entrance to the churchyard is identified by the
inscription COEMETERIUM MYLNEI, cut on the ledger
stone of the entrance, as the burial place of the
Mylnes, a notable family of Master Masons to the
Crown, whose name frequently occurs in this
volume. At the back of the enclosure stands the
mural monument of John Mylne, from which gables
with curved tops sweep down to the piers on which
the railings abut. This monument is in three parts,
the lower half supported by scrolled trusses. At
each end of the base is a small pedestal enriched
with a cherub's head balanced on one side by an
hour-glass and on the other by crossed torches
carved in panels beneath the trusses. Between the
pedestals is a scrolled and inscribed cartouche.
From the pedestals inscribed shafts rise to support
the entablature.
In the centre of the body, between the shafts, is a
cartouche carved with a swag of drapery caught up
in the centre by a grotesque head. On the drapery
is cut an inscription.

John Mylne's epitaph, cut on the drapery between
the shafts, reads as follows :-BINA QUATER AC TRINA
POST REPETITA LUSTRA PERACTA / VITA (sic) HUJUS
LUBRICAE / HIC DORMIENTI MOLLITER. / JOANNI
its library. That he was recognised as a man of culture is
shown by the fact that the municipal records of 24th April,
1579, show that he, with some others, was deputed to draw
up plans for a University. He died in the following year,
for his legacy of books is mentioned in the records for
26th August, 1580.
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MILNE. / REGIO DE MILNEORUM STRIPE SEXTO / PROTOFABRO MURARIO, / ARTIS ARCHITECTONICAE / EXIMIE
PERITO; / ARTIFICUM EDINORUM SAEPIUS ARCHIDECANO
/ PUBLICIS IN REGNI COMITIIS, / METROPOLIS NON
SEMEL DELEGATO. / CONSIDERATO. FIDO: / VIRO
ANIMI DOTIBUS SUPRA SORTEM EXCULTO, / CORPORIS
FORMA SPECTABILI, / PROBO, CORDATO, PlO. / OM(N)IBUS COLENDO: / MONUMENTUM HOC QUALECUNQUE /
ROBERTUS EX FRATRE NEPOS / PATRUO VIRTUTUM ET
OFFICII / AEMULUS SUCCESSOR. / GRATITUDINIS ERGO
POSUIT./ OBIIT 24 DEC(EMB)R(IS) ANNO 1667 / AETATIS
SUAE 56 (" To John Milne, sixth of the family of
Milne to be Master Mason to the King, an architect
of exceptional skill, many times Deacon-Convener
of the Trades of Edinburgh, more than once a
Commissioner for the capital to Parliament,* considerate, loyal, endowed with quite unusual mental
gifts, of striking personal appearance, upright,
sagacious, godly, popular with all, who sleeps
peacefully here after completing eleven lustres of
this uncertain life, Robert, his nephew on his
brother's side, who is his uncle's successor in office
and strives to emulate his virtues, set up this humble
monument as a token of gratitude. He died on
December 24th 1667, in the 56th year of his age").
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The legend on the left-hand shaft reads: SACRED
TO THE MEMORIE OF ROBERT MYLNE OF BALFARGIE /
MASTER MASON TO SEVERALL KINGS OF SCOTLAND; /
AND SURVIEOR TO THIS CITIE, / WHO DURING ANE
ACTIVE LIFE OF HONEST FAME. / BUILDED AMONGE
MANIE EXTENSIVE WARKS, / MYLNE'S COURT, MYLNE'S
SQUARE, AND / THE ABBIE OF HALIE-RUD HOUSE, /
LEAVING BY ANE WORTHIE WIFE, / EIGHT SONNES AND
SIX DAUGHTERS. / ALL PLACED IN THE WORLD WITH

CREDIT TO HIMSELF. / AND CONSECRATED THIS MONUMENT / TO THE HONOR OF HIS ANCESTRIE / DIED
DECR. 10TH, 1710, AGED 77. That on the right-hand
shaft runs: TO THE MEMORY OF THOMAS MYLNE,
ELDEST SON OF WILLIAM / MYLNE, A DEACON OF THE
MASONS IN EDINBURGH. / WHO DIED STH. MARCH 1763. /
TO THE MEMORY OF WILLIAM MYLNE, MASTER MASON /
ELDEST SON OF ROBERT MYLNE, OF BALFARGIE, / WHO
DIED 9TH MARCH 1728.
The inscription cut between the pedestals reads
READER, JOHN MILNE WHO MAKETH THE FOURTH
JOHN, /
AND, BY DESCENT, FROM FATHER UNTO SON, /
SIXTH MASTER MASON TO A ROYAL RACE /
OF SEVEN SUCCESSIVE KINGS, SLEEPS IN THIS PLACE.
No. 43. James Borthwick of Stow. An incomplete
mural monument commemorating James Borthwick
of Stow has been built into the E. gable of the church.
The base is enriched with skull and crossbones in
the centre and with funerary emblems at each end.
From either end of the base rise panelled pilasters,
enriched with trophies of surgical instruments, to
support an entablature of which only the architrave
survives, decorated with bones crossed in saltire.
Between the pilasters is a panel sculptured with
a vigorous carving of Death, represented here as a
skeleton, trampling on a crown and holding a scythe
in his right hand above a second crown accompanied
by a sceptre, and a book in his left; the last is open
to show the epitaph, of which only the first words
are legible, the remainder having to be supplied
from Monteith's transcript: M(EMORIAE) P(ATRIS)
[S(UI)] / IACOBI BORTH[WICK A] / STOW [FAMILIAE
DE CRUIXTOUN / FILII LEGITIMI / PHARMACOPOEI
CELEBERRIMI / I(ACOBUS) B(ORTHWICK) PRIMOGENITUS /
M(OESTUS) M(OERENS) Q(UE) p(OSUIT)] (" To the
memory of his father, James Borthwick of Stow,
lawful son of the family of Crooks ton, a very
distinguished surgeon-apothecary, James Borthwick
his eldest son erected this with profound sorrow").
The next four memorials are "through-stanes,"
or recumbent slabs, which were removed from inside
the church in 1845 and set up against the outside
of the N. wall.
No. 44. Sir John Skene of Curriehill. The first,
of which little more than the lower half has been
preserved, still shows the foot of a shield which
has apparently been charged: Three wolves' heads
couped, for Sir John Skene of Curriehill. Of the
marginal inscription all that can be read runs

• The Latin words non semel are generally a litotes for
frequently." In this case, however, if the words which
they qualify are to be taken literally, they must be interpreted quite literally also. Dr. Marguerite Wood informs
us that John Milne appears to have been a commissioner
to the Scots Parliament only twice, in 1662 and in 1668.
Previously, however (she adds), he had been a member of

the Committee of Estates in 1648 and 1651, as well as a
member of various commissions prior to, and during, the
Protectorate. After the Restoration he was twice on committees for church matters . He was also repeatedly a
commissioner to the Convention of Royal Burghs. Possibly
the last is covered by" publicis in regm comitiis." If so, the
translation " frequently" would be justified here.

A cartouche lower down bears the following
verses:
GREAT ARTISAN, GRAVE SENATOR, JOHN MILNE,
RENOWN'D FOR LEARNING, PRUDENCE, PARTS AND
SKILL,
WHO IN HIS LIFE, VITRUVIUS ART HAD SHOWN,
ADORNING OTHER MONUMENTS: HIS OWN,
CAN HAVE NO OTHER BEAUTY THAN HIS NAME,
HIS MEMORY AND EVERLASTING FAME.
RARE MAN HE WAS, WHO COULD UNITE IN ONE,
HIGHEST AND LOWEST OCCUPATION.
TO SIT WITH STATESMEN, COUNSELLOR TO KINGS.
TO WORK, WITH TRADESMEN, IN MECHANICK
THINGS,
MAJESTICK MAN, FOR PERSON, WIIT, AND GRACE.
THIS GENERATION CANNOT FILL HIS PLACE.

t.t
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[?]ES AB ARCHIVIS / SENATOR CONSILIAR[?] /
LEGA[?]

IN

No. 45. David Aikenhead. The second stone is
more complete, but the lower part of the right-hand
side has been cut away and renewed. At the top
runs the inscription: HEIR LYES DAVID AIKIN/HID
VHA DYED LORD / PROVEST OF EDINBVRGH / THE XIII
OF AVGVST / 1637 OF AGE LXXI. Lower down is a
shield surmounted by helm, mantling and wreath,
with a hand grasping an acorn slip for crest. This
shield, flanked by the initials D [A], is charged:
Three laurel leaves, two and one-. Below the
shield runs the text REV. 14 (13) BLESSED ARE TH[E
DEAD] / WHICH DIE IN TH[E LORD] / FROM HENCEFOR[TH] / YEA, SAITH THE S[PIRIT] / THAT THEY MAY
[REST] / [F]ROM THEIR LA[BOURS] / AND THEIR WOR[KS]
/ DOE FOLLOW T[HEM].
No. 46. Sir David Falconer. The third stone
displays a cartouche at the ce~tral poi~t, flanked
by the initials D F and bearIng ~ shield. The
inscription and charges upon the shield ha,:e been
entirely obliterated by the feet of g~n~ratlOns .of
worshippers. But fortunately the mlssmg detads
can' be supplied. Nisbet gives Sir David Falconer's
arms as: A falcon's head crowned with an open
crown, issuing out o! a man's .heart, be~ee~ t~ree
stars.
And Montelth supphes the mSCrIptlOn:
M(EMORIAE) P(IETATI) Q(UE) S(ACRUM)t TENET HOC
SEPULCHRUM CINERES, DOMINI DAVIDIS FALCONARI, A
NEWTOUN, E FAMILIA HALCARTONIANA ORIUNDI;
SUPREMI SENATUS PRAESIDIS INTEGERRIMI; CAROLO
2DO & ]ACOBO 7MO. CONSILIARU FIDELISSIMI; IN
SUMMUM ILLUD FASTIGIUM, SUMMA IN REGES FIDELITATE, & INSIGNI IN NEGOTIIS VIGILANTIA, UNIVERSO
PATRIAE VOTO, BONO PUBLICO ADMOTI: QUI DUM
NIMIA HAC VIGILANTIA, PATRIAE PLUS QUAM SIBI
VIVERET, OBUT · 15 DECEMBRIS 1?85, ~TATIS 46.
(CC This tomb holds the ashes of Sir Davld Falconar
of Newtown a scion of the family of Halkertoun, a
most upright Lord President of the Court of Session,
a very loyal Councillor to King Charle~ II and
King James VII; promoted for the pubhc weal to
that pinnacle of dignity with the una~imous approval
of his countrymen and because of hiS loyalty to the
Throne and his notable diligence in business, who
died on the 15th December, 1685, in the. fo~r-sixth
year of his age while, through excess of thiS dlhgence,
living more for his country than for himself"):
No. 47. Sir James Skene of Curriehill. Only the
upper part of the fourth slab has been preserved.
At the top runs the inscription: HIC CITUS (sic) EST
HONORABILIS VIR D(OMI)N(V)S / IACOBVS SKENE DB
CVRRI HILL MILES ET / BARONETA AC PRECES COLLEGII

[EDINBURGH

/ IVSTITIAE QVI OBIIT 15 DIE MENSIS / OCTOBRIS
ANNO D(OMI)NI 1633 / AETATIS SVAE 54 (CC Here lies
an honourable man, Sir J ames Skene of Curriehill,
knight and baronet, President of the College of
Justice, who died on the 15th day of the month ,?f
October in the year of the Lord 1633, aged 54. ).
Below the inscription is the upper part of a shield
charged: A chevron, in chief two wolves' heads,
in the dexter canton his badge as a baronet of Nova
Scotia. The motto MANET ALTERA MERCIS (sic)
(CC Another reward remains ") is carved on a
label above the shield.
No. 48. Thomas Robertson. The mural monument
of Thomas Robertson was erected against the W.
gable of the oribinal church in 1686. When New
Greyfriars Church came to be added to th~ older
fabric in 1721, the memorial was covered m and
concealed. In 1883 it was removed to its present
position at the W. end of the N. wall of the later
building.
The monument is set out from the wall on a
shaped console enriched wi~h a cherub's head. Th,e
base is rather longer than IS customary, for here It
has to support small figures of angels reclining on
the usual scrolled trusses--one figure holds a skull,
the other a pair of scales. It is enriched belo,:" the
figures with funerary emblems as well as With a
central scrolled cartouche on which runs the modern
legend: REMOVED FROM INTERNAL GABLE / BETWEEN
GREYFRIARS CHURCHES / AND ERECTED HERE SEPTR 1883.
From the base two composite shafts, engaged to
pilasters, rise to support the entablature. The frieze
is enriched with cherubs' heads and funerary
emblems. The circled and cleft cornice, enriched
with two skulls as finials, encloses a shield surmounted by helm and mantling with a clenched
hand for crest, a label over all bearing a motto which
is probably POST FUNERA VIRTUS (CC Virtue lives
beyond the grave ").
The shield is charged:
Within an engrailed bordure, three wolves' heads
erased. The central panel enclosed by the pilasters
and the entablature is enriched with a cherub's
head below which falls a swag of drapery caught
up at the centre by a grotesque head and inscribed:
AE(TERNAE) M(EMORIAE) S(ACRUM)
HIC SITUS EST / THOMAS ROBERTSON(US) / PRAETOR
/ EDINBURGENUS / AEQUISSIMUS VIR SUPERIS APPRIME
CHARUS / QUI CLARISSIMUM ROBISONIORUM NOMEN /
VIRTUTE SUA PLURIMUM ILLUSTRAVIT / PIETATE IN
DEUM FIDE IN REGEM AMORE IN PATRIAM / HUMANITATE
ERGA OMNES INSIGNIS / PRUDENTIA INTEGRITATE IN
REBUS AGUNDIS SOLERTIA / NEMINI SECUNDUS, /
PAUPERUM SPES & CAPUT ARTIFICUM COLUMEN /
URBIS EXORNATOR SI NON CONDITOR / CIVIUM

t This seems the easiest way of expanding the initial
letters given by Monteith.

• Nisbet states the arms of Aikenhead as: Three acorns
slipped, the crest as a demi-savage holding in his right
hand three laurel slips fructuate, and the motto as: RUPTO
ROBORE NATI.
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DELlCIAE GENTIS DESIDERIUM / CONJUGI OPTIMO
PATRI AMANTISSIMO / UXOR & LIBERI HAEREDES
MOESTI POSUERE / OB UT XI CAL(ENDAS) OCTOB(RIS)
ANNO DOM(INI) / MDCLXXXVI AETATIS SUAE LXIII
(" Sacred to the eternal memory.
Here lies Thomas Robertson, a most fair-minded
Bailie of Edinburgh, greatly beloved of Heaven, who
through his qualities added much lustre to the famous
name of Robinson. He was notable for his piety
towards God, for his loyalty to the king, for his love
for his country, and for his kindness to all, unsurpassed
too in prudence, uprightness and sagacity in business,
the hope and champion of the poor, the pillar of the
craftsmen, an embellisher, if not a founder, of the
city~, the favourite of the citizens, the desire of
the whole nation. To the best of husbands and the
most affectionate of fathers, his wife and the children
who are his heirs have erected this monument in
sorrow. He died on the 21st of September in the
year of the Lord 1686, the sixty-third of his age").
VIVIT ' POST FUNERA VIRTUS (CC Virtue lives beyond
the grave ").
Finally attention may be drawn to a monument
which has recently been introduced into the E. bay
of the S. aisle of the church. This is the memorial
of Margaret, Lady Yester, which has been transferred
from the church in Infirmary Street that bears her
name. Renaissance in character, it has a pulvinated
base, freely treated pilasters with side scrolls, a
moulded cornice and strapworked pediment. Below
the base are carved a skull and cross-bones suspended
from ~ swag of drapery. In the pediment appears a
sun in splendour (the family crest) and, on a label
above, the motto LUX VENIT AB ALTO (CC Light cometh
from on high "). The panel between the pilasters
displays a skull, cross-bones, hour-glass and blades
of corn in relief, with mottoes on labels above and
below reading respectively, MORS PATET HORA LATET
and SPES ALTERA VITA(E). Below run the verses:
ITS NEIDLES TO ERECT A MARBLE TOMBE
THE DAYLIE BREAD THAT FOR THE HUNGRY WOMBE
AND BREAD OF LYF THY BOUNTIE HATH PROVYDED
FOR HUNGRIE SOULES ALL TYMES TO BE DIVYDED
WORLD LASTING MONIMENT IS SHALL REARE
THAT SHAL ENDURE TIL CHRIST HIMSELF APPEARE
POS'D WAS THY LYF PREPAR'D THY HAPPIE END
NOTHING IN EITHER WAS WITHOUT COMMEND
LET IT BE THE CAIR OF AL THAT LIVE THERE EFTER
TO LIVE & DIE LIKE MARGARET LADY YESTER
WHO DIED 15 MARCH 1647 HER AGE 75
1

Maitland, History, p. 189.

2

B.R., 1557- 1 57 1,

• David Laing is doubtless right in seeing in these words
an allusion to the fact that " Robertson had been an
enterprising builder, and erected the gigantic 'lands'
or houses on the east and south sides of the Parliament
Close." (Introduction to Brown, Epitaphs and Monumental
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p. 146. 3 Maitland, op cit., p. 188. ' Nicoll,
Diary, p. 35. 5 Ibid., p. 389. 6 Maitland, op cit.,
pp. 188 and 203. 7 Old Scottish Communion Plate,
opp. p. 222. 8 Ibid., p. 52 1.
9 In the recent
restoration of the church two small panels, each
bearing the initials S J L, were found in the N.
aisle, in the second bay from the W. They evidently
marked this bay as the burial-place of Sir John
Lauder, laird of Edington and Newington, who
died in 1692. l°Travels in Holland, the United

Provinces, England, Scotland and Ireland 1634-1635,
Chetham Society, pp. 109 f.
llHistory, p. 189.
12 An Theater of Mortality, 1704 and 1713. 13 History,
1753. 14 The Epitaphs and Monumental Inscriptions
in Greyfriars Churchyard, Edinburgh, 1867. 15 Monteith, op. cit., pp. 39 f. 16 O.E.C., xv, p. 106.
17 Inventory of Kirkcudbright, fig. 169.
18 Monteith,
op. cit., p. 26. 19 Ovid, Metamorphoses, iii, 135 ff.

(iii) THE BURGH: SECULAR
8. Cannon-ball House, Castle Hill.-This
much-altered, early 17th-century tenement, which
takes its name from an iron shot embedded in
its W. gable, t stands at the corner of Castle Wynd
North on a site which in the 16th century was
occupied by a chapel. In 1913 it was incorporated
in the adjoining Castle Hill School, the interior
being gutted and reconstructed as classrooms and
offices. Its earliest part is the oblong block, three
storeys and an attic in height, which faces the street;
this was extended 4 ft. 9 in. eastwards in the 18th
century and was also raised in height to support the
easternmost of the three gablets then added to the
superstructure as well as the stone gutters provided
at the same time to collect the roof water. The
masonry throughout is of rubble with ashlar dressings,
and shows obvious signs of alteration and renewal.
For example, one window on the first floor, to be
identified by its moulded jambs and lintel, has been
enlarged by the insertion of two courses on each
side, while all the other windows facing to the
front have been rebuilt. In the W. gable, however,
three windows can be dated to the 17th century,
the other five being comparatively modern. The E.
gable has been rebuilt, its S. side being obscured by
additions. A short flight of steps, enclosed on each
side by a parapet with a curved and moulded cope,
leads to the entrance, which is on the first floor at
the W. end of the front. The doorway has a
moulded architrave; the lintel bears a central
Inscriptions in Greyfriars Churchyard, Edinburgh, p. Iv.)

t None of the explanations given for this feature is
convincing. The ball was probably inserted at the whim
of some past occupant.

BURGH .oF]

HISTORICAL MONUMENTS (SCOTLAND) COMMISSION

shield, the device on which is illegible. On either
side of the shield runs an inscription NOSCE [TEIPSUM]
(" Know thyself "). This lintel was originally above
another doorway in the same building.
In 1629-30 the property was acquired by Alexander
Mure, a skinner and burgess of Edinburgh, who
added a low wing on the S. in extension of the W.
gable, placing his initials and those of his wife,
Margaret Neillems, with the date 1630, upon the
pediment of a dormer facing W. This dormer is
the only unaltered window on this side of the extension, but those in the crow-stepped gable seem
to be untouched. All the lower windows were
protected by shutters, sliding in stone ledges or
guides which are still extant, a provision that was
also to be seen formerly in other houses in this
neighbourhood. The proximity of the Castle and
the consequent risk of gun-fire may have necessitated
a more substantial cover than the usual form of
shutter afforded.
In a subsequent alteration made within the same
century the re-entrant angle between the main block
and the wing was filled in, the E. end of the addition
being continued S. in a second low wing which ran
paral1el with Mure's extension and contained in its
lower part a passage or pend which gave access to
the open ground on the S. The arch at the outer
end of the passage springs from moulded encorbelments. The only features of special interest inside
the house are two early 18th-century mantelpieces
of marble, one of which encloses a 17th-century
bolection-moulded fireplace of stone.
9. Outlook Tower, 549 Castle Hill. - The
four rubble-built lower storeys of this tenement,
standing on the N. side of Castle Hill immediately
opposite Boswell's Court (No. II), date from the
17th century, while the upper part has been rebuilt
and extended. The ground floor includes a through
passage, Skinner's Close, and still shows something
of the original arrangement with some 18th-century
alteration, but it is now used only for storage. The
floors above have been entirely remodelled and
modernised.
Thomas Hamilton, the architect of the High
School, included this building in his record of the
W . end of the Old Town, and his drawing l shows
the fa~ade before alteration. This drawing indicates
that the present frontage was originally occupied by
two tenements, the E. one having at the S.E. corner
a staircase, part of which still exists.
1

O.E.C., xii, p. 249.

10. Sempill's Close,541 Castle Hill.- The
building standing at the N. end of SempilI's Close,
and now connected to the Rainy Hall of the New
College, has four storeys above a " laigh " floor, the

72

[EDINBU,RGH

upper ones entered from a projecting newel-stair.
The lintel of the stair entrance bears a shield
charged: A fess between three crescents in chief
and a mullet in base, possibly for Rossiemont. An
index hand then points to the inscription PRAISED
BE THE LORD, MY / GOD, MY STRENTH, & MY REDEEMER / ANNO DOM 1638, beyond which is a

merchant's mark to balance the shield at the other
side. The entrance lintel of the house at the level
of the close is inscribed, between an index hand and
the same merchant's mark, SEDES MANET OPTIMA
COELO (" The choicest seat remains in Heaven")
1638. The entrance lintel of the lowest house bears
no inscription. The masonry throughout is rubble
with freestone dressings. The two lower storeys
have been modernised as kitchens and sculleries in
connection with the Rainy Hall, while the upper
floors have been gutted. On one side of the modern
corridor leading to the HalI'. there is an old doorlintel, inserted above a modern fireplace. It is
inscribed BLISSIT BE GOD IN AL HIS GIFTIS /1580. A
second lintel is inset above the Hall door at the end
of the corridor; it bears two shields with monograms, the dexter one defaced and the sinister one
made up of the initials M A G I. The shields are
separated by the motto LAVS HONOR DEO (H Praise
and honour to God "), and are flanked by the
initials I R, possibly for Jacobus Rex.
The four-storeyed rubble-built tenement on the
E. side of the Close, now hidden from Castle Hill by
a modern building in front, also dates from the 17th
century. Although it has been modernised internally, the N . house on the top floor still has vestiges
of panelling and plaster cornices, as well as a
bolection-moulded fireplace of stone, all evidently
original.
The close takes its name from Grissel, wi<;low of
Francis, eighth Lord Sempill, who occupied one of
the houses at the inner end. Cf. O.E.C., xii p. 8.
11. Boswell's Court, 352 Castle Hill.-This
tenement of four storeys and an attic, which faces
the street immediately E. of Castle Hill School,
dates from the 17th century, but its interior has been
completely modernised and its exterior shows many
signs of alteration. For example, the channelled
lower part of the ashlar front is comparatively
recent; the masonry above, enriched by two stringcourses, is probably not original although it seems
old; and the chimney-stalk upon the wall-head is
an 18th-century addition. The attic floor is lit by
five dormers with simple triangular pediments,
decorated at the finials . Each of the three floors
immediately below has seven plain windows, which
in some cases seem to have been enlarged by
dropping the sills. On the ground floor are two
modern lights to the W. of a passage which gives
access to the lowest storey and also leads to a court
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FIG. 2 14.- Painted cei li ng.

FIG. 21s .- Boa rcJing of painted cei li n g.

GLADSTO NE'S LAND (No. 14).
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FIG. 216.- Dalry House (No . 183) fr om S.W.

FIG . 2 17.- L ady S tair's House (No. 15) from E .
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FIG. 22o . -Superstructure of N. front.

FIG . 22 I.- N. and E . sides of courtyard .

MILNE'S COURT (No. 12).
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behind, where a stair-tower rises to the upper floors.
On the lintel of the stair-entrance is a shield, bearing
a merchant's mark and flanked by the initials T and
L, probably for Thomas Lowthian.· Other initials,
apparently R Wand H T, appear in a panel to the
left, and below runs the inscription 0 LORD [IN THE]

stepped gablets and massive chimney-stalks. The
internal accommodation is well planned, with good
rooms conveniently arranged; some of these are
panelled and have moulded and carved fireplaces.
The six-storeyed building on the E. side of the
Court, which is entered from a projecting, octagonal
stair-tower, must on the evidence of its boldlymoulded doorway be three-quarters of a century
older than the foregoing, but internally it contains
nothing of interest. The low extension on its S.
side, now a workshop, is contemporary and has a
bolection-moulded fireplace in the common gable.

IS A[L MI TRAIST].

A late 16th- or early 17th-century doorway with
an ogival head, said to have been removed from the
Duchess of Gordon's house in Blair's Close nearby,
has been re-used as the modern entrance to a turnpike stair in the near wing of Castle Hill School.
In the tympanum is carved a floriated coronet
supported by two animals, the dexter one of which
may be a unicorn and the sinister one a griffin.

12.
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13. James' Court, 501 Lawnmarket.-The
buildings that face the Lawnmarket are modern, but
in the W. wall of one of them has been inserted a
weatherworn lintel from a house long since demolished. This has in the centre a shield surmounted by a crown, with a representation of God
the Father above supporting Christ crucified. The

Milne's Court, 517 Lawnmarket.-

This court, built on the N. side of the Lawnmarket
by James Mylne, King's Master Mason, is the earliest
of the post-Revolution housing-schemes.
It is
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FIG. 224 .- Milne's Court (No. 12).

~ntered from the main street through a passage in
the lower part of a large and handsome ashlarfronted tenement, six storeys and an attic in height,
the Renaissance entrance bearing the date 1690
within the pediment. The ground floor of the
front building has been converted into shops. The
upper ones, all considerably modernised inside, are
entered from two spacious solid-newel staircases
embodied in the back of the building and not projecting from it. The contemporary block on the N.
side of the Court is built of rubble throughout.
Five-storeyed towards the Court, it has six floors
and an attic behind, where the ground falls steeply
to North Bank Street; and, as in the other block, a
passage runs through the base while access to the
upper floors is had by a solid-newel stair. The
stark, cliff-like, N. elevation, partly hidden by the
,High Church, is relieved above the eaves by crow-

shield, which bears a quartered coat, now indecipherable, is flanked by two sets of initials, A S
and, probably, E 1. On either side runs the
inscription BLISSIT BE THE LORD I[N] AL HIS GIFTIS
FOR NOV AND EVIR .

The buildings at the N.E. corner were erected in
1723 by James Brownhill,l from whom the Court
takes its name. Above North Bank Street they rise
in an impressive fac;ade of no fewer than eight
storeys, while towards the front there are six. But
only the E . part of Brownhill's work has survived,
the W. portion having been burnt down in 18572 and
replaced by the offices of the Free Church of Scotland
and of the Edinburgh Savings Bank. A drawing
preserved in the National Gallery shows both
portions complete. The buildings are well planned
with a solid-newel stair, continuous from ground to
top, which may be entered either from the street or

• Lowthian's Close seems to have been beside Boswell's Court.
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from the Court. Some of them still have panelled
rooms of the early and later parts ofthe 18th century.
To the S. of Brownhill's building stands an older
tenement, much altered and recently harled, which
.has an irregularly-shaped stair-tower projecting from

(Fig. 209), standing on the N. side of the street and
extending at the back into James' Court, takes its
name from Thomas Glaidstanes,· burgess and guildbrother of Edinburgh, who became its proprietor in
1631.1 In 1934 it was acquired by the National

THIRD
FLOOR

SECOND
FLOOR

FOURTH
fLOOR

_I'IY PERIOD
1VJ116TJj CENTURY
1liID17 T.!'
Do.
~18!!f
D• .
I11lilIINFILLlNG &

I

MODERN

CELLAR
FLOOR

10

5

0

IllIillllIl

[EDINBlJRGH

FIRST
FLOOR

10

I

20

1

30

I

40

50

I

I

60

I

70

I

eo
I

90

I

100 fEET

I

FIG. 225.-Gladstone's Land (No . 14).

its N. end, and what may have been a stair-turret
projecting from half-way up its W. wall.
1 O.E.C., iii, p. 247. 2 Drummond, Old Edinburgh, pI. vi.

Trust for Scotland. It has a special interest as
being the last building left in Edinburgh with an
arcaded front. Such fronts were a development
from the overhanging timber galleries, sometimes
corbelled out and sometimes supported on wooden
posts, with which so many medireval houses in
Edinburgh were provided (see p. !xx). When

14. Gladstone's Land, 483-489 Lawnmarket.-This dignified ashlar-fronted building

• His descendant, Sir John Gladstone, dropped the final" s" in J835 by Royal License (Burke's Peerage) .
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these galleries came to be rebuilt in stone and lime,
as was done from the end of the 16th century onwards,
proprietors were required to preserve the passageway that ran below the galleries, and the new stone
fronts were accordingly supported upon open arcades
which left room for pedestrians behind them. Thus,
while the upper storeys were extended to the new
building-line, the front of the street floor was from
4 ft. to 10 ft. inside it.
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apartment on the street floor were found to run
right through the 16th-century wall on the N., that
is to say, the upper part of this wall seemed to have
been built upon the top of the joists, a circumstance
held to rule out the possibility of the wall having
once been an external one, as suggested above.
There was no point in giving the ceiling-joists more
than the customary wall-hold of from 10 inches to
I foot, whereas the joists of a balcony might quite
well have been carried right through the wall, as
cantilevers. It is therefore reasonable to suppose
that the balcony-joists were withdrawn and ceilingjoists inserted in their places in 1620. The new
rooms were evidently of importance, and were
presumably halls. The new front had timber
galleries overhanging the street floor, and a newelstair of stone at the W. side.

Gladstone's Land has a frontage of 23 ft. 6 in. and
a depth of 63 ft., the latter divided unequally into
two major divisions by a stout transverse wall which
rises from the cellar to the attic through the four
main storeys. At the street and cellar levels a
section of rough masonry was visible in the portion
of the wall that is marked in solid black in Fig. 225;
this mayor may not have been the last vestige of the
N. or back wall of an early house but, in any case, in
the time of J ames VI the wall, whatever it is, presumably repaired at the base and rebuilt from the
first floor upwards, became the S. or front wall of a
new building which survives to-day as the back
portion of the existing tenement. There may have
been another building between it and the Lawnmarket, but for this there is no evidence. So far as
can be ascertained, the I6thcentury building was oblong on
the ground floor but L-shaped
above, the wing having perhaps
been supported on posts, and
contained four main storeys
reached from a newel-stair, still
extant ,as a projection from the
N. end but at one time incorporated in a low range which
ran as far N. as Lady Stair's
House. From its front wall
projected tiers of wooden balconies, one on every floor above
the street level, each of which
was enclosed at one end to make
an oriel window communicating
with the room behind through
an archway. On each of the
FIG . 226.Gladstone's Land
upper floors there is evidence for
14); 16th-centwo rooms at the S. end of the (No.
tury arrangement.
building and for one at the N.
end, so that the accommodation in each house probably
consisted of hall, " chalmer " and kitchen.

When the new owner acquired the property in
1631 he replaced the wooden front by the present
stone one, with the arcade upon which it rests. He
had to take down the outer half of the stairoase and
rebuild it to suit his front, which accounts for the
staircase being egg-shaped and not circular on plan.
In the course of the operation old ship-timbers·
were used to support the overhanging parts; and
these curved " grown timbers" were so suitable for
the purpose that they have been allowed to remain
in the masonry. The design of the stone front
suggests that it was then proposed to shut a lobby
off from the front room of 1620 upon each floor. In
that event every flat would have contained five
compartments while the street floor would have had
a shop in front and a dwelling-house of three rooms
at the back, all resting on a cellar age which was
divided into four compartments. Evidently one
flat was reserved for the proprietor himself2 and
presumably he let the rest; his accommodation was
thus at least equal to that of James Johnston, a
neighbour on the W., who had a hall with a chamber
at one end and a kitchen at the other, a loft above
and two cellars below. 3 The alterations just described were probably completed by 1634. t As late
as 1733, the date of the earliest title extant, the
premises were still in the hands of the Glaidstanes
family and were then ruinous. Half a century
earlier the N. half of the building had been remodelled
internally. Rooms were divided up, pine-panelling
was introduced, fireplaces and windows were closed
up and others opened out to suit the re-arrangement.

In the year 1620 the galleries were removed and
the building was extended 18 ft. 6 in. S. towards the
street, providing an extra room upon each of the
upper floors and a shop below. In the course of the
restoration of 1936 the ceiling-joists of the front

The back portion of the building, as has been
said, was certainly oblong on the ground floor, but
above that level the easternmost of the two rooms
at the S. end may have projected E. of the main E.
wall in a timber construction. Something of the

• The ship from which they came, being old enough in
1631 to be fit only for the breakers' yard, may have formed
part of the navy of J ames IV.

t In that year the city was divided into sixteen
"companies," of which the second was to terminate at
Thomas Glaidstanes' land .
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sort is suggested by the plan, and moreover, a
structure in such a position, standing back to back
with a timber house facing the Lawnmarket in the
position presently occupied by the premises numbered 479, is on record in a title of 1755. It appears
that the structure in question was replaced, at some
time after 1723, by a wing which the deed speaks of
as " the new south jamb" and which stood at right
angles to Gladstone's Land looking out on a little
court situated on the S. side of Lady Stair's House.
The lower part of the "new south jamb" still
exists, but a corresponding "north jamb," which
ran N. from Gladstone's Land to Lady Stair~ House,
was taken down some years ago. The accommodation of the entire third floor is given in 1733 as six
" fire-rooms "-that is to say habitable rooms with
fireplaces-in addition to a kitchen and a cellar.
Further subdivision took place later and, when the
National Trust acquired the property, there were
twelve compartments upon the first floor, five in the
part facing to the front, four towards the back and
three in the E. wing.
Under the direction of
Sir F. C. Mears, P.R.S.A., F.R.I.B.A., who acted in
cOI)sultation with the architects of H.M. Office of
Works, a scheme of restoration was drawn up
having for its object the laying bare of as much of
the earlier parts of the fabric as was compatible with
putting the place to practical use. As the scheme
took shape the front portion of the building was
opened out to · show the arrangement of 1620 and
was placed in direct communication with the first
floor of the wing, which in its turn illustrates the
treatment of the 18th century; while in the upper
part of the back portion three small dwelling-houses
were formed for working-class tenants, who enter by
the N. staircase. For the purpose of the present
description, however, these dwelling-houses have
been omitted from the plan (Fig. 225), which shows
the back portion of the house as a skeleton and
makes clear the arrangement that now obtains in
front.
At ground level there is a doublet arcade towards
the street. On the W. direct access is given to the
upper floors by a forestair, over which the whole
corner of the tenement is carried on corbelling.
From the first floor upwards the front is relieved by
horizontal string-courses. In each tier are four
windows, so arranged as to suggest a triple division
within, except on the attic storey where the windows
are contained in two gab lets of unequal size. The
roof has been truncated. The E. skew-put bears
the trademark of Glaidstanes, a saltire on a vertical
stem, while his initials and those of his wife, B. C.
for Bessie Cunningham, are carved on the W. one.
As the site fell away to the N. the back cellars were
partly above ground. In course of time soil accumulated to a depth of at least 3 ft., and accordingly
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the back door, which had opened directly from
James' Court into the E. side of the 16th-century
D-shaped stair-tower projecting from the back
gable, was built up and replaced by another, which
was higher up and on the N. side of the stair-tower.
The back gable, the projecting stair-tower and the
W. side of the house are stone-built throughout, but
from the second floor upwards the exposed part of
the E. side is of timber and plaster. From time to
time the back gable has been altered, and it was
partially restored early in the present century.
The cellarage, which originally comprised five
intercommunicating compartments entered by the
doorway at the S.W. corner of the court, has been
opened up of recent years. The present entrance at
the N. end of the E. wall of the back portion is not
original, and it replaces the one that the E. addition
blocked up. Beside it is a built-up window, while
the opposite or W. wall, which is recessed in two
places beneath stout arches, contains a late fireplace.
The featureless compartment beneath the shop has
one corner cut off to carry the front newel-stair
above, and opens on the S. into a vaulted cellar
beneath the pavement. The cellar of the E. addition
has two windows to the N., beside which there is
said to be a fireplace concealed behind the walllining.
Apart from the remains of the arcades, the street
floor had been almost entirely modernised before the
National Trust took possession. But the walls have
now been stripped and it is possible to say that in
the 17th century there was a shop, or possibly two
shops, towards the street, while the back portion
extending into James' Court was a house, evidently
separated from the shops, as the present access
through the division wall is comparatively recent.
The shop premises, of course, were separated from
the street proper by the arcades, and the only
indication of the original line of their frontage is
one rybat, either of a doorway or of a window, still
visible in the wall on the E. side. The end of the
passage-way which formerly existed farther S.,
between the shop frontage and the line of the arcade,
has been filled in. At the date of visit the shop was
an empty shell. On the N. there is the modern
access to the back portion of the building at the W.
end of the division wall, and at the other end is a
built-up doorway which was originally entered from
the back court. On the E. is a projecting chimneybreast, an addition of the 17th century, containing a
built-up fireplace and a recess. On the W. is a wide,
arched recess with side corbels, which became a
fireplace in modern times. On its S. side is a pier
supporting the front newel-stair. An arch beyond
carries the upper part of the forestair. In the 18th
century the space beneath the lower part of the forestair was let as a booth.
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In the -part N. of the wall that divides the shops
from the house the most interesting feature is a
vaulted chamber within a projection at the S.E.
corner. This, in the first instance, was a porch,
gained by a forestair from the court outside; but
when the 18th-century addition came to be built
outside it, its entrance and window were blocked.
The N. end of its vault rests upon a moulded encorbellment. On its N. side is a late fireplace, built
up in its turn, as well as an original window beyond
which the outer wall has been opened out for a
modern window. The only feature in the N . wall is
a recess which may prove to be an inserted fireplace.
A wide, arched recess in the N. wall faces the porch.
A large fireplace farther N ., built up but obviously
an original provision, stands between two small
original windows. For convenience a modern
internal stair has been provided to the first floor and
to the cellarage.
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of fire, the joists were run from back to front and
the bressumers were used as a means of reducing
their span.
In this room the ceiling-joists, some of which
were originally deeper than their neighbours, as well
as the boarding above them, are gaily painted in
size-distemper with arabesques, fruits and flowers,
several of the patterns being identical with those at
the Palace, Culross, the fabric of which was completed about 16II. 4 The ceiling, which has now
been treated by H.M. Office of Works, owes its
preservation to the fact that the joists were lathed
and plastered over in the 18th century, and it will be
found that the deeper joists have been cut back in
order to obtain a level ceiling. The walls of the
room have also been decorated. On the N. wall is
a frieze representing a continuous arcade with a
vase of flowers standing in every archway, while a
single archway with a vase of flowers is painted on the
incomplete pier which supports the E. end of the
bressumer. The other pier bears a dado-band. The
bressumer is painted with a tiled pattern in the space
between the joists. The shutter of the closed~up
window in the N. wall, too, is painted and bears a
pattern of arabesques.
The archway and the doorways in the N. wall are
left open on this floor, the first . Behind the archway
can be seen a large built-up fireplace, the lintel of
which had previously been used elsewhere. Otherwise there is nothing of special interest in the back
portion of the building at this level, which now
contains the modern staircase with an office behind.
Originally, however, there were three rooms, the
most northerly of which was the largest and was
entered directly from the N . staircase. It had a
fireplace in its W . wall, which was afterwards built
up, and it was lit from N., E. and W. It opened
into two other rooms side by side to the S., of which
the one to the W. led by means of the archway into
an oriel contrived at the end of the balcony which
projected to the S., and communicated with the
balcony by the nearer of the two doors. The other
door formerly led into the adjoining room, of which
nothing is known, but to-day leads into the 18thcentury wing. Here, in the first instance, there were
two rooms en suite, but these have now been thrown
into one; both had panelling and fireplaces of the
late 18th century. The panelling remains but the
fireplace of the W. room has been covered up.
On ascending the S. stair to the second floor, one
comes to a room very like the one below it. The N.
wall shows an identical arrangement of an archway,
two doorways and a window. It has been possible
to open up the window as the upper part of the 18thcentury wing behind it has been removed. The
doorway beside it has also been made into a window.
The other doorway and the archway have both been
built up. On the W. is a large fireplace, on the E.

The forestair leads from the Lawnmarket to a
landing beneath the corbelling previously mentioned,
whence a low doorway on the right admits to the
first floor while another, directly in front, gives
entry to the S. newel-stair. On the first floor there
is a single large room towards the street, amply lit
by three windows. The wall on the N., which
divides the back part of the building from the front,
contains an archway at the W . end, two doorways
side by side near the centre, and a window at the E.
end, all part of the 16th-century house. The
window, which had evidently been secured by iron
stanchions, has been closed for three centuries. Its
existence, however, proves that the wall in which it
is situated was once the outside or S. wall of a building
extending to the N. and arranged generally as
indicated in the conjectural plan that is given in
Fig. 226. In the W. wall of the front room is a large
fireplace of the 17th century in which lies a contemporary firebasket of iron, recently discovered
in a built-up fireplace on the third floor of the back
portion of the building.
The projecting part of the E. wall of the same
room is a chimney-breast which was added, probably
by Glaidstanes, in the 17th century. It contains a
recess, the remains of a fireplace inserted some time
in the 18th century. On the S. a heavy timber
bressumer runs from a pier on the wall of the staircase to the remains of another on the E. wall, both
piers being parts of the structure of 1620. Such
beams are common in Edinburgh houses of the 17th
century and are usually explained as survivals of the
method of construction that employed timber fronts
and galleries, such as was used here. But an
alternative explanation may be preferable-as the
side walls of these houses invariably contained a
number of flues into which it would have been
unsafe to run the floor joists on account of the risk
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is a recess, probably a vestige of a fireplace introduced by Glaidstanes, and on the S. three windows.
Between the staircase and the E. wall runs a bressumer, support ed on piers, to carry the ceiling joists.
This ceiling is a very handsome one, of similar
charact er to the one below, but bearing the date
1620 both behind and in front of the bressumer, so
that the precise age of the timber front is known.
The N. wall shows traces of an arcaded frieze;
other traces of decoration are seen on the pier at the
staircase. The door at the entrance is of oak and
dates from the 17th century. In the part of the
building to the N. of this room the lowest of the
working-class flats has been formed. The three
rooms that it replaces were no doubt arranged like
those below, but the one at the S.W. corner was
provided with a close garderobe.
In the doorway through which the front room on
the third floor is entered hangs another oak door of
the 17th century. The room itself is generally
similar to those below it, the N. wall containing an
archway and two doorways, one of which has been
turned into a window while the other and the archway have been filled in. At the N. end of the E.
wall is a fireplace of 1620, the recess of which has
been painted to represe nt tiling. The ceiling is
painted, the pattern s being rather bolder than those
in the room undern eath, and in the part in front of
the bressumer is a series of cartouches containing
birds and, in one instance, an ape. It has been
suggested that one painting represents a gled or
hawk perched upon a stone, which togethe r form a
play upon the name Glaidstanes or Gladsto ne; but
against this identification is the fact that the ceilings
were eleven years old when Glaidstanes purchased
the property, nor is there any evidence of " pentimenti." On the walls there is nothing to show that
there was a frieze, but a painted dado can still be
traced on the archway, while the architrave of the
doorway beside it has also been decorated. To the
N. of this room lies the second of the modern flats.
In its most norther ly apartm ent a painted ceiling
was discovered, while the walls had panelling of the
late 17th century and a bolection-moulded fireplace
of the same time. These features have been removed, as it was impossible to preserve them in
situ.
On the fourth floor both parts of the building have
been modernised. In the front room, however, can
still be seen the remains of a large fireplace which
had a lintel set out on corbels of slight projection.
This fireplace and the pier beside the staircase both
show traces of painted decoration.
2 Pro1 Minute of Town Council, 28 May, 163 I.
1643.
March,
I
I
viii,
vol.
,
Guthrie
tocol Book of Alex.
a Ibid., vol. vi, 12 Oct., 1639. "Inven tory of Fife,
Kinross and Clackmannan, No. 152.
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15. Lady Stair's House , 477 Lawn marke t.Originally called Lady Gray's House, after the
widow of the original proprietor, Sir William Gray
of Pittend rum, this 17th-century propert y was
purchased in 1719 by their grand-daughter, Elizabeth,
first Countess of Stair, with whom the house and the
close of which it formed the W. side thereaf ter
became identified. Threate ned by a clearance scheme
in 1893, it was bought in 1895 by the fifth Earl of
Rosebery, a later descend ant of Sir William Gray's,
in order that its preservation should be ensured.
Having renovated the building, Lord Rosebery
presented it to the City in 1907 for use as a municipal
museum. To fit it for this purpose extensive
structu ral alterations were required, both internal
and external, so that to-day the domestic arrangement
is no longer obvious. But the available facts have
been gathered together by .Sir Thoma s B. Whitson,
of whose account in the Book of the Old Edinburgh
Club, iii (1910), pp. 243-52, free use has been
made in the present article.
Built of rubble with freestone dressings, the house
has three main storeys with an attic above, the
lowest floor accommodating itself to the falling site.
On plan it has an oblong main block running N. and
S., from either end of which additions of 1700
have been removed, as well as a wing of 1725 which
extended on the W. into James' Court over a narrow
The major
passage called Gladsto ne's Close.
division has a newel-stair tower projecting from the
S.E. corner, its superst ructure an innovation more
elaborate and less functional than the original
termination. The lower part is original and is set
out on an attractively moulded encorbellment above
the entrance. The doorway has a moulded architrave.
On the lintel is a central cartouche, parted per pale
and charge d: Dexter, a lion rampan t, for Gray of
Pittend rum; sinister, a saltire, with a crescent for
difference, representing Smith of Grothill. Behind
the cartouche runs a label inscribed FEARE THE LORD
& DEPART FROM EVILL. The initials W G and G S
for Sir William Gray and Geile (Geida or Egidia)
Smith, his wife, appear on either side of the coat of
arms and are repeated in monogram on the left,
balanced by the date 1622 on the right, between a
mullet at one end of the lintel and a cinquefoil at
the other.
When the additions were removed from either
end of the main block, both gables had to be rebuilt,
and there is much modern work in the W. side also;
but something of the original character is left in the
E. elevation although the eight windows on the
lowest floor, the architectural framework half-way up
the wall, and the top window at the N.E. corner
date only from the restoration. The wall-head
bears two heavy chimney-stalks, the more norther ly
one incorporating a pedime nt surmou nting an original
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window, which balances a pediment attached to the
stair-tower. A third pediment, in the centre stands
free. Both the two long, transomed windows below
the central pediment as well as the southernmost
one were originally two windows, at first and second
floor levels respectively.
. When the house was put up for sale in 1825 the
internal accommodation was described as follows;
"The sunk storey consists of a good Kitchen,
Servants' Closets and Cellar. The second storey of a
Dining and Bedroom, and the third of a Dining
Room and five Bedrooms." The principal access
to the upper floors was the newel-stair, but there
was also a straight stair between the first and second
floors within a slight projection, on corbelling, to
the W. The doorway at the head of this stair
survives but the stair itself has been in part renewed.
Probably the only other early feature in situ is the
large fireplace on the first floor. This has a modern
hood, but the elaborately moulded jambs, which
rise from bell-shaped bases to capitals of much
the same form, are of a type common in the more
important houses of the late 16th and early 17th
century.
The collection housed within includes the following
items;
( I) Part of one of the oak beams from the original
roof.
(2) A 17th-century bolection-moulded fireplace.
(3) Window tracery, carved capitals, corbels,
vaulting bosses and pinnacles from the original
Trinity College Church (No. 4).
(4) A 17th-century pediment on which is a shield
with helm, mantling, and wreath, but no crest,
charged; Quarterly, 1st and 4th, three holly leaves in
chief, a hunting-horn stringed and garnished in
base; 2nd and 3rd, two garbs in chief, a crescent,
for Burnett of Craigmyle.
(5) A 16th-century Gothic door-head wrought to a
circular plan with a slightly ogival crocketted top.
On either side of the central finial is a shield bearing
late Gothic lettering, the dexter one reading IESUS,
the sinister one MARIA, which is said to have come
from Trinity College Church (No. 4).1
(6) The works and dial of the old clock of St. Giles'
Church (No. 2).
(7) Part of a chime of fine music-bells from St.
Giles' Church which was rung for the citizens'
pleasure during the dinner-hours. The original
contract of 1698 between the City of Edinburgh and
John Meikle, the well-known Edinburgh founder, is
preserved in the City archives and has been printed
in P.S.A.S., iii, (1857-60), pp. 196-201. The
surviving bells are four in number, as follows;(a) The largest bell measures 2 ft. ! in. in diameter
at the skirt by I ft. 10 in. in height to the top of the
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crown, below which runs the following record in
WILLIAM MEINZIES ARCHBALD RULE
three lines;
GEORGE MITCHELL lAMES NAIRNE BAILLIES / PATRICE
HALYBURTON D OF GILD SAMUEL MCCLELLAND
TREASURER 1698 / ALEXANDER THOMSON CONVENER
IOHN MEIKLE ME FECIT.
On the waist run four
lines; SIR / ARCHBALD MURE / OF THORNTOUN /
LORD PROVEST.

(b) The second bell is 1 ft. 91 in. in diameter
at the skirt by 1 ft. 8t in. high to the crown, below
which runs an inscription in two lines; IOHANNES
MEIKLE HASCE OMNES CAMPANAS MUSICAS FECIT 1698
/ EDINBURGI.

(c) The third bell, 1 ft. 5 in. in diameter at the
skirt by I ft. 3t in. in height, has an inscription in
two lines below the crown; SIR GORG HOME OF
KELLO PROVOST GORG LAWSON / THESAURER 1699.
(d) The smallest bell, I ft. 3 in. in diameter at
the skirt by 1 ft. 2 in. in height, bears a single-line
inscription; IOHANNES MEIKLE NOS FECIT EDINBURGI
1699.
(8) A rude domestic mortar, or "knockingstane," from Cannon-Ball House (No. 8).
(9) A lintel from Andro Symson's house*, which
stood on the S. side of the Cowgate between
Horse Wynd and College Wynd. It is wrought to a
circular plan and inscribed; GIF VB DEID (did) AS VB
SOVLD VE MYCHT HAlF (have) AS VB VALD (would) /
1576t·
(10) A lintel of similar form with an inscription
very well lettered but badly spaced, reading; SOLI
DEO HONOR ET GL(OR)IA (" To God alone honour
and glory "), with a thistle-slip, a rose-slip, and a
fleur-de-lys respectively before each of the three
first words.
(I I) A lintel, now in three pieces, from Bailie
Fyfe's Close, High Street, exhibiting a shield
charged; A fess between three mullets and a
crescent. Flanking the shield are the initials I T M
for John (or James) Trotter of Mortonhall, with the
date 1612.
(12) The right half of a twin-lintel from the foot
of Parliament Stairs, Cowgate, bearing a monogram
in the left-hand corner probably of the initials M 0
and followed by the words OF OVR INHERITANCE 1623.
Margaret Oliphant, wife of William Scott, got
sasine on 17th January, 1616, of waste land in
approximately the position of the house from which
this lintel came.
(13) A lintel with side panels from a house in
Blackfriars Wynd. The moulded doorhead is
surmounted by an inscription in two lines; PAX
INTRANTIBVS / SALVS EXEVNTIBVS (" Peace to those

t

• An engraving of this house will be found in Wilson,
Memarials, ii, p. 104.
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who enter. Prosperity to those who depart "),
above which once ran a third text: IN TE DOMINE
SPERAVI (" In Thee, Lord, have I trusted ") cut on
a separate stone. On the lower edge is incised in a
later lettering: 0 LORD I PUT MY TRUST IN THEE
LET NOTHING WORK ME HARM. . . • PSAM. On the
left is a panel dated at the top 1619 above two sets of
initials, apparently H D and Z K. A shield in the
centre is parted per pale and charged: Dexter, two
bars in fess between two mullets and a lily in chief,
a mullet in base; sinister, ermine, on a fess, a boar's
head erased. The dexter coat is that of Davidson,
but no marriage can be traced which would identify
the sinister one (Rochead) with the initials given.
An index hand beneath the shield points to the main
inscription. Of the two panels on the right, that
immediately next the door-head has the date 1619 in
the two upper corners with NISI/DOMINUS / FRVSTRA
below, a scrollwork covering the foot. The panel
adjoining is inscribed: BLISSIT BE / GOD IN ALL / HIS
GIFTIS.

(14) A lintel of the same provenance, with the date
1614 in the centre flanked by a lozenge-shaped dot,
a rose, a shield, and a thistle-slip. Each of the
'shields bears the initials I M in monogram. A
merchant named James McMath occupied a house
on the W . side of Blackfriars Wynd in 1635.
(15) Two finials from triangular dormer-pediments,
one bearing a merchant's mark on the cylindrical
apex, with the initials D Wand the date 1580 lower
down. The other has three grotesque heads at the
apex and the same mark repeated below.
(16) A piece of 17th-century sculpture in sandstone, found in the cellar of 509 Lawnmarket,
showing a female bust issuing from a square Renaissance pedestal. On the cornice is the inscription:
GODS BENEVELENC continued on the base IS MINE
INHERITANC. On the die is a shield charged:
Within an engrailed bordure, a lion rampant.
Beneath the shield appear the initials T G, while the
die bears I W upon its lower margin; these are the
initials of Thomas Gray, merchant, and Jean Wallace,
who were married on April 2nd, 1641.
(17) A 15th-century grave-slab probably from the
churchyard of Holyrood, complete but for the upper
edge. It now measures 5 feet in length and tapers
from 1 ft. 5 in. in width at the top to I ft. 2f in. at
the bottom. It bears a floriated cross with a foiled
base, incised above a chalice and paten. Around
the margin run two heavily contracted inscriptions
in Gothic lettering, there being two persons commemorated. The first, unfortunately incomplete at
the beginning and towards the end, reads . . .

+

CANON[ICVS] S(AN)C(T)E
[ . • . A D M ]CCCCC. ("

QUI OB lIT DIE ME(N)SIS

Here lies . . . Canon of
the monastery of Holyrood who died on the . . .
• A medireval corruption of the title Dominus, applied
to ecclesiastics .
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day of the month of . . . in the year of the Lord
1500 "). The second inscription runs HIC IACET
O(OMPNVS!t) V(ILLELMVS or ALTERVS) LAMB FR(ATER)
OR(DINIS) EIVSDE(M) Q(VI) OBIIT IX O(IE) O(ICTI)
M[ENSIS] (" Here lies Sir WilIiam (or Waiter) Lamb,

brother of the same order, who died on the 9th day
of the said month ").
(18) An inlaid marble mantelpiece of the early
18th century from Cannon-Ball House (No. 8).
(19) Two inscribed stones, the upper one bearing
TRADITION IS SCO(TIAE) / ANNO PRIMO 1707 (" in the
first year of the betrayal of Scotland ")t and the
lower one 1707 only.
(20) A 17th-century dormer-pediment with a
cherub's head carved in the tympanum.
(21) Two early 18th-century landscape-panels in
oil and a collection of blue Delft tiles, from the
Duke of Gordon's house which stood on the site
now occupied by Castle- Hill School.
(22) Five small allegorical panels in oil, ascribed
to the 16th century but possibly somewhat later,
from" Mary of Guise's Palace" (No. 78).
(23) A miscellaneous collection of architectural
details lies temporarily in Gladstone's Close on the
W. side of Lady Stair's House. Of these the only
one of special interest is a 16th-century door-lintel
inscribed: [O]NLY BE CRYST FOR ADAM FULLERTOV[N].
Adam Fullerton was made Burgess and Guildbrother in right of his wife, Mariota Roger, in 1549.
His house stood beside Fountain Close. According
to Sir Daniel Wilson 2 it had "two doorways with
narrow pilasters on each side supporting the architrave, which is adorned with a variety of inscriptions, as represented in the accompanying woodcut."
The illustration referred to shows that the lintel in
question came from the left-hand door, while the
lintel of the other door was inscribed: ARYIS 0
LORD and MAR IOTA (read by Wilson as MAIRIORIE)
ROGER. Above the Ionic capitals of the pilasters
was carved VINCIT VERITAS (" Truth prevails ") and
the date 1573.
1 O.E.C., xv, p. 132.
2 Memorials, ii, p. 52.

16. Lady Stair's Close, 477 Lawnmarket.The N.E. corner of the Close is modern but the
buildings on the E. side, which look into Bank Street
and extend S. to the Lawnmarket, date from
the last years of the 17th century. The ground
floor, which rests on a cellarage, has been converted
into shops. Above these there are five floors and
an attic, which were reached from a newel-stair
entered from a moulded doorway in the court, but
which have recently been condemned and are now
uninhabited. The part at present open to inspection shows no features of interest. The masonry is
rubble, with chamfered dressings at the windows.

t

A reference to the Union of the Parliaments

PLATE 77-

FIG. 227.-Numhers 312-328 Lawnmarkct (No. 18) ; Riddle's Court with entry to Riddle 's Close.

To face p. 80 .
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FIG. 228.-Riddle's Close from E.

FIG. 229.-Riddle's Close from N.

NUMBERS 3I2 -328 LAWN MARKET (No. 18).

PLATE 79.

FIG. 23o.-Numbers 312 -328 Lawnmarket (No. 18) ;
ceiling in Riddle's Court.

By courtesy of The Scotsman

FIG. 231 .-Merchiston Castle (No. 185); ceiling.

FIG. 232.-Numbers 312-328 Lawnmarket (No. 18); first-floor room in Riddle's Close.

PLATE 80.

FIG. 233.-Plaster ceiling in Brodie's C lose (5. portion).

F IG. 234.-Plaster ceiling in Brodie's Close (central portion).

NUMBERS

300- 310

LAWN MARKET (

10 . 1 9).

PLATE 81 .

FIG. 23s.-Numbers 82 and 82A Canongate (No. 96);
back wall formerly carrying timber extensions.

FIG. 237.-Moubray House (No. 38); Trunk's Close
from N .

FIG. 236 .-Number 142 Canongate (No. 102); E. gable.

FIG. 238 .-Byer's Close (No. 20) from N .N.E.

PLATE 82.

FIG. 239 .-Byer's Close (No. 20); detail.

FIG. 241 .-The Palace of Holyroodhouse (No. 87);
James IV's tower from N.E.

FIG. 24o .-Edinburgh Castle (No. I); Wallace's Cradle.

FIG.

242.-Craigentinny House (No. 231) from S.W.

To face p. 81.
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17. Blackie House, 451 Lawnmarket.-The
tall tenement in the N. side of Lady Stair's Close
(No. 16), which looks out at the back to North Bank
Street, dates from about the last decade of the 17th
century. Towards the Close it has an elevation
above the cellarage of five main storeys as well as
attic and garret floors, but the fall of the site has
made possible an additional storey towards the N.
This has been turned into shops entered from North
Bank Street, while the storey above, standing at the
level of the Close, has also been remodelled internally
as business premises. The upper part has been
restored as a University Hall, named in memory of
the late Professor Blackie, and although some novel
features have been introduced it still shows much of
the original arrangement and finish. The masonry
is of rubble with back-set and chamfered dressings
of freestone, recently harled on the side towards the
Close. The centre of this S. side contains a solidnewel staircase, serving all levels and lit by two
windows on each landing. Each floor on the W. of
the stair has four large windows as well as a small one
next the gable, but those on the E. have only two
large windows in addition to a small one next the
gable. In the elevation towards North Bank Street
there are five large and three small windows to a
storey. The tenement was entered from the Close,
where two doorways, set side by side, admit to the
stair. The E. one, covered by the modern forestair
which has been provided for access to Blackie House,
led to the lower levels and the W. one, which has a
good moulded doorpiece, to those above. Every
floor over the cellarage included two houses, the W.
one having been the more commodious. The walls
of several of the principal rooms are panelled in
Memel pine and some of the fireplaces are of stone,
bolection-moulded.
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includes two original passages leading S., one
admitting to Fisher's Close and the other to Riddle's
Court. The newel stairs that give access to the
flats in the upper storeys project into the Close and
the Court respectively. Both the stair-entrances
have moulded doorways, the W. one bearing the
date 1726. The fronts have eight large windows
on each of the principal floors, but each storey of the
W. building has, in addition, a small window lighting
a closet within the W. gable. The attic floors are
lit from a pair of windows in each of the gab lets,
circular ventilators surmounting the W. lights. In
both tenements there has been some internal rearrangement. In the W. tenement only a few of the
rooms are panelled and retain the original marble
mantelpieces, but every flat in the E. tenement
shows traces of panelling while several of the
original moulded stone fireplaces remain in use.
This latter tenement generally has finishings of a
rather earlier type than the other.
-RIDDLE'S COURT.-The entrance to the passage
beneath the W. tenement, as well as the window
immediately above it, have been rebuilt within
recent years, but the passage itself remains unaltered
and debouches into Riddle's Court. This was
originally a narrow area, oblong but for the projection of the staircase of Riddle's Land into the
N.W. corner. Although the buildings on the E .
and W. sides of the court were removed some years
ago, the 17th-century building on the S. side shows
what the general treatment was. Built of rubble
with freestone dressings, and having its three
remaining storeys defined by string-courses, this
surviving part is pierced by a central pend leading
into the inner enclosure that is called Riddle's
Court.

18. 312-328 Lawnmarket.-The two neighbouring lands, each of five storeys and an attic,
which stand on the S. side of the Lawnmarket in
front of Riddle's Court are unusually good specimens
of early Georgian housing of the better class,
fashioned out of two earlier buildings. Each distinguished by three gab lets with curvilinear pediments towards the street, they are more or less Tshaped on plan and generally similar, but the W.
one, which was built by Captain George Riddell,
wright, in 1726,* has a rubble front relieved by a
single string-course and back-set dressings of freestone, while the front of its neighbour, rebuilt in
1752 by Thomas Fisher, merchant, is of ashlar
without string-courses. The ground floor in both
cases has been remodelled as shops, but it still

The pend is flanked by a doorway on either side,
the W. one, which is plain, giving access only to a
cellar. The E. one, however, which is moulded,
and is set at an angle within a projection which is
further advanced on corbelling above the lintel,
leads to what must have been originally a good
habitable chamber. Subsequently divided, this
chamber now contains the staircase leading to the
first floor, the original scale-stair having been
demolished with the wing on the E. side of the
courtyard. The projecting wooden staircase from
the first to the second floor is entirely modern.
Minor external additions include the motto VIVENDO
DISCIMUS cut on the voussoirs of the pend arch, and
the armorial panel immediately above the arch
which interrupts the lowest string-course. At the
W. end of this string-course there has been inserted

• Exercising its rights under an Act of 1663, which
empowered burghs to seize, after due warning, houses
fronting on their High Streets which had lain ruinous
for three years, and to sell them at a price fixed by valuation,

the Town sold this property to Riddell for 10,000 merks
in June 1726. In 1733 the place was described as" Riddell's
Land lately built by George RiddeJl, bound on the east
by Fisher's Land and its close."
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FIG. 243.-Numbers 300 to 32S Lawnmarket (Nos. 19 and IS). For convenience, the third-floor plan of
No. 19 has been shown as attached to the ground-floor plan of No. IS.
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an old skew-put, brought from elsewhere, which
exhibits a shield with a monogram apparently of the
initials A M I L. The interior has been considerably
altered, but the rooms on the first floor still have
early 18th-century wall-panelling of pine. The
westernmost room on the second floor has panelling
of the same date but its fine modelled plaster ceiling
is dated 1648. The adjoining room, through which
this one is entered, still has some panelling round the
moulded and carved mantelpiece.

[EDINBURGH

The frontage towards the S. was rebuilt in the
19th century. In the elevations towards the courtyard the masonry is rubble with freestone dressings,
string-courses defining the floors within. The
lowest string-course serves as a cornice for the three
principal moulded doorways on the S., which are
flanked by rudimentary pilasters surmounted by
finials. In all there are seven doorways. The one
on the N. side, through which the N. building is
entered, was originally a window. The two that
gave access to the buildings on the E. and W. sides
have both been closed. The easternmost one to the
S. may have been struck out at a later date than the
others but is more likely to be an older doorway
enlarged. Another, set beside this one, opens to a
stair which descends to the floor immediately below
the level of the courtyard. The sixth door, now
partly closed, opens on a turnpike, while the seventh,
situated at the N.W. corner, is the access generally
used to-day. The back-set window-margins are
rounded at the arris. At the S.E. angle is a long
window, held to have been originally an access for
goods, while the curious arched stone hood immediately above it is thought to have been a support for
hoisting-tackle. On neither point, however, is the
evidence conclusive. On the E. of the hood a stone

water-spout projects from the heavy chimneystalk on
the gable of the E. building; this, considered in
conjunction with the fragment of an eaves-course
farther W., suggests that the E. half of the S. building
has been heightened. The gab let still farther W.
also has the appearance of being an addition, although
one of its finials is said to have borne the initial M,
for McMorran, a circumstance which would suggest
a date in the late 16th century.·
The internal arrangement of the buildings round
this court is intricate and difficult to analyse. In the
first place, however, the building on the N. side,
already referred to on p. 81, can be eliminated as it
has obviously been a separate property. The
manner in which the remainder was divided up is
uncertain. The doorway at the S.W. corner opens
into a lobby giving access on the right to the W. wing,
where a large kitchen-fireplace can be traced in the
gable; on the left to a spacious turnpike; and at the
end to the OrweIl Hall, which occupies the full
width of the property on the S. side and looks out on
Victoria Terrace. The Hall is modern, having been
formed by the removal of the original partitions ;
but it still has a good late 18th-century mantelpiece
in the W. gable. Near the E. end of the N. wall a
doorway opens on a passage giving access, on the E.,
to a small roOIP and debouching into the courtyard
through the doorway that has been described as
having probably been enlarged. Near the middle
of the same wall another door gives access to a
straight stair, which rises to the room lit by the long
window beneath the stone hood. This room also
had direct access from the turnpike.
The first floor contains two stately rooms above the
Orwell Hall. Both have marble mantelpieces and are
panelled in pine in 18th-century fashion, but the E.
room has, in addition, a good ornamental plaster
ceiling of the early 17th century. The room in the
W. wing is also panelled. Although the seven
apartments on the floor above have been modernised
two features of special interest remain besides the
turnpike. One is the little circular garderobe at the
entrance to the chamber in the W. wing, and the
other a narrow irregular closet, believed to have been
a strongroom. The latter is lit from the E. window
in the gablet.
The straight stair that leads down from the
courtyard to Victoria Terrace divides the upper
"laigh floor" equally. On each side of the stair
foot is a large room, entirely modernised, with a
vaulted cellarage on its N. side. From the W.
cellarage the turnpike rises to serve all the floors
above, while in the E. cellarage there is a narrow

• The courtyard buildings are generally ascribed to
Bailie John McMorran, a merchant of Edinburgh and
City Treasurer 1589-91, who was shot in 1595 by William
Sinclair at a barring-out of the High School. (Grant,

Old and New Edinburgh, i, p. llO). James VI, his queen,
Anne of Denmark, and her brother the Duke of Holstein
were entertained in McMorran's house in 1598 (Diary of
Robert Birrel, p. 46, in Fragments of Scottish History, 1798).

RIDDLE'S CLOSE.-Although its E. side is an
addition and the W. and S. sides may be vestiges of
an earlier building, the inner court appears to be
all of one piece and to be datable either to the last
decade of the 16th or to the first half of the 17th
century. On three sides the buildings rise three
main storeys above the court, but the wing intruded
on the E. has two storeys only, the upper one being
an attic. The S. building also has an attic over the
W. end, lit through a gablet rising over all, while
below the level of the court it contains two "laigh
floors," the upper one of which can be reached both
from the courtyard and from Victoria Terrace to
the S. while the lower, now converted into shops, is
entered from Victoria Street. The S. parts of these
"laigh floors" may be extensions of the primary
building.
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service-stair which only rose to the level of the
courtya rd and is now closed off. Below, within the
modern shops in Victoria Street, can be seen the
arches that carry the back wall of the teneme nt.
On the plan (Fig. 243) the walls have be enhatch ed
to indicate the princip al building-periods, but so
much alteration has taken place that it would not be
possible to assign any particu lar part to a given date
withou t having the walls stripped . So far as can be
ascertained at present , the develop ment of the whole
complex is as follows. In the 16th century the
arrange ment comprised four houses facing the main
street, those at either end present ing one side to the
thoroug hfare while the two central ones each presented a gable. The frontage lines of all four were
several feet farther S. than at present. Behind these
buildin gs rose others, groupe d round two courtyards
and adjuste d to the slope of the ground ; and of
these latter a considerable part survives in the N.,
w. and S. sides of Riddle' s Close.
In the 17th century the four front buildings seem
to have been reconst ructed as two properties, the
frontages of which were brough t forward to the
present limits; the buildin gs round the courtyards
were remode lled; and a wing was inserted on the E.
side of Riddle' s Close. In either this or the following
century , but in any case before 1742, ·the building on
the S. side of Riddle' s Close was extende d southwards to its present limits. In 1725 or 1726 the
western of the two teneme nts facing the street was
reconst ructed, its neighbo ur to the E. being refronted and remodelled in 1752.

19. 300-30 2 and 306-31 0 Lawn marke t.The teneme nt No. 306-310, of four storeys with an
attic and garret, which stands on the S. side of the
Lawnm arket between Brodie's Close and Fisher's
Close, may be as early in date as the end of the 16th
century ; but if this is the case, it must have been
remodelled in the 17th century , being then provided
with its present attractive ashlar front, which is set
forward some 6 ft. in advance of the original buildingline and may possibly replace an older wooden front.
Unlike its neighbo ur on the W. this teneme nt does
not extend S. between the two closes; on the contrary, and probab ly as the result of an early rearrange ment, its upper flats extend E. into the
adjoining teneme nt, Nos. 300-302, whose front is
built of harled rubble up to the second floor but is
timber- framed above. This is one of the only three
surviving examples of that form of constru ction.
• The possessi on of an oven was a perquisi te of a king's
burgess (Leges Burgorum, xviii, Acts Par!' Scot ., vo!. i).
The staff of the bake-ho use was restricte d to " a mayster
tua servandi s and a knaybe " (ibid., !xi.). In 1636 the
magistra tes forbade the baking of bread in "heich
houses," on account of the risk of fire, and restricte d
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In the westernmost of the two fronts a shop at one
end balances the arched entranc e to Brodie's Close
at the other, while a moulde d doorway between gives
entry to the central turnpik e by which the upper
floors are reached. The shop front is modern and
the close entry has a modern wooden archivolt.
Immed iately above can be traced the remains of a
string-course, broken away where windows have
been enlarged. The windows in the centre of the
front are placed to suit the stair within, and consequent ly are not in line with the pairs of windows
which flanks them on every floor. But a uniform
treatme nt obtains at the wall-head, where a high
central gab let surmou nts the staircase and is flanked
by two lower ones. The wall-head has been raised
to suit the modern roof which is flatter in pitch than
the original one. The E. front has a shop at its W.
end and the entry to Buchanan's Court at the other.
The timber superstructur~ oversails the wall below
and terminates in a tall central gable. The first flat,
now used as business premises, has a good early
18th-ce ntury fireplace of marble carved with eggand-da rt enrichm ent, while the walls in three of the
five rooms have traces of panelling. Some of the
panels are known to have been painted with landscapes. The second floor, likewise, still shows
traces of panelling upon its walls although there has
been much alteration. The third floor not only
retains a considerable amount of panelling, but has
also an elaborate ceiling of modelled plaster, unfortunately not in good conditi on and now, owing to
sub-division of the original space, extending over
tWO rooms and a passage.
BRODIE'S CLOsE .-An archway bearing the numbe r
304 is situated at the E. end of the teneme nt comprising Nos. 306-310 Lawnmarket. It is wider than
the original pend inside, the end of which can be
seen 6 ft. within. Side by side with this is the
entranc e to a disused bake-house which stands
below the level of the street and has one oven· to
the front and another to the back. An archway at
the inner end of the pend support s the back wall of
the teneme nt and gives entry to a tiny court which
opens in turn into another and somewhat larger one,
a buildin g between the two courts being carried on
a wide vault open at either end. The three-storeyed
main block on the W. side of the courts, which runs
W. to form the E. side of Fisher's Close, taken together with its E. extension of two storeys above the
vault between the courts, makes one propert y which
is T -shaped on plan. These buildings are probabl y
to be dated to the late 16th century, but, if so, they
bake-ho uses to " laich cellars or volts upone the grund."
(B .R., 1626-16 41, p. 177). In 1725 John Grant, Writer,
who then owned this bake-ho use, was allowed to make a
cellar below the street in front (Minutes of Town Council,
17th March, 1725).
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must have been remodelled in the century following
and have had added to them the turnpike stair that
projects into the smaller court. The stair seems to
have risen originally no higher than the first floor,
but the staircase probably contained a chamber
above the stair-head, and in that case the only access
from the first to the second floor would have been
the turret stair that is corbelled out over Fisher's
Close from the W. wall of the main block.
The buildings have been so extensively altered
that only the present arrangement can be described.
But it may be suggested that at an early stage wooden
balconies of the kind known as " galleries," projected
from the E. side of the main block and from both
sides of its E. extension. In the smaller court the
first doorway, which alone has a moulded cornice,
opens into the turnpike. Beyond this are two doors
side by side beneath the' open vault . . The nearer
one, raised a few steps above the level of the court,
leads into a vaulted cellar, which has a recess at the
N. end and a built-up window to the E. When the
turnpike came to be built, this window apparently
derived light through its well. The other door
opens into a long cellar having a lofty, elliptical vault
strengthened by stout ribs on the soffit; two ribs
are still left, but there may have been a third farther S.
The cellar has one window to the W. but to the E.
there are three, the central one of which has been a
doorway at some earlier time.
Near the foot of the turnpike there is a little
window with a flue formed in the soffit while the
back of the recess is framed for a wooden case;
possibly a lamp was placed here at night to light
both the entrance and the court to the S. A few
steps higher up may be seen the position of the
window which lit the N. cellar. The first doorway
on the staircase gives entry to the lower of the
two rooms in the extension that are supported on
the vault. This room, lit by two windows facing S.,
has a bolection-moulded fireplace of about 1700 and
a contemporary plaster cornice, but the pine panelling
on the walls is considerably later. Behind the
panelling on the N. side a little wooden stair leads
to a room above; this is low in the ceiling and is
lit from the S. Its W. corner, however, which is
partitioned off to make a closet, is lit by a small
window inserted in a former doorway, once apparently
the entry to a balcony.
The first floor of the main block to-day accommodates a single large and lofty room, oblong but for
the inward projection of the turret stair on the W.
side. This apartment is known as the Roman
Eagle Hall, on account of its former use as the
meeting-place of the Roman Eagle Lodge of Masons.
Originally, however, it was no doubt divided into
two if not into three rooms en suite, the triple division
being perhaps the more probable one as it would
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account for the ceiling being in three sections.
The northernmost section is of wood, divided by
moulded ribs into panels containing tracery work
of late Gothic type, planted on the under surface
of the boards above and still showing traces of
paint and gilding. If not a reproduction, this part
of the ceiling may be ascribed to the 16th century.
The middle and southern sections, which respectively bear the dates 1646 and 1645, are of
plaster, patterned with moulded ribs and bearing
cast ornaments within each of the panels so formed.
In both of these latter sections the devices are
generally similar in type although they differ in
detail. There are no windows at the N. end of the
room, where the side walls are overlapped by the
turnpike and by the adjoining tenement on the W.
The central part has two lights to the W., as well
as a fireplace of late 17th-century or early 18thcentury type to the E. The S. end has a window
to the W. and two others to the E.; between these
latter is a press, evidently the back of one or other
of two doorways which are still traceable outside,
although they have been built up, and which seem
to have led to a balcony. Above the first floor the
turnpike is continued with wooden steps, a circumstance which suggests that it has been extended.
That it has also been an addition to an existing
building may be inferred from the presence of a
built-up window in the main E. wall; this is still
visible inside the stair-well immediately below the
second floor. The second floor of the main block
has become a store. In the party wall on the N.
can be seen a built-up window, a circumstance
which is in itself sufficient to indicate that the
tenement facing the Lawnmarket is an earlier
building than this one. The S. gable contains a
late fireplace, beside which a window has been
broken out. There is one 17th-century window
near the turret stair to the W., while facing E.
there are two with a press between them, evidently
the back of a small built-up window which appears
outside.
BUCHANAN'S COURT, 300 LAWNMARKET.-In this
court the only features of interest are the twostoreyed 18th-century building on the E. side, now
a factory, and the newel staircase on the W. side,
by which the land at the corner of the Lawnmarket
and Melbourne Place was entered. The moulded
stair-entrance is of the 17th-century, but the building
that it served has been reconstructed.

20. Byer's Close, 373 High Street.-This
entry, which is situated immediately E. of St. Giles
Street, admirably illustrates the extremely congested
conditions that obtained in the 17th and 18th
centuries. Narrow and steep, it is entirely hemmed
in by tall "lands" on three sides, while another
building crosses it on an archway about midway in
85
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its length so that it could receive only a minimum
of light and fresh air. Formerly possessing a tall
and striking front of timber, and once the residence
of Sir William Dick of Braid, the tenement on the
E. side of the close-head was remodelled in the
early 19th century-as was also its neighbour on
the W.- and was given a new front. But the
adjoining tenement on the W. side of the close,
which is six storeys in height, dates from the 17th
century, if we may judge by the detail of its projecting newel-stair. It appears to have been Tshaped on plan, a cross-wing at the N. end extending
both westwards, to form the N. side of a little court,
and eastwards, to cross the close on the archway
previously mentioned. The wall facing S. towards
the court contains, on the second floor, a built-up
17th-century dormer-window surmounted by a plain
triangular pediment bearing within a panel a device
which has been read as the letter M but which is
more likely to have been a merchant's mark. In
the 18th century the cross-wing was evidently
heightened, and the tenement as a whole seems also
to have been remodelled. On the opposite side
of the close, the building adjoining the front tenement is also mainly of the 18th century, but in its
neighbour to the N. the three lower storeys are of
the 17th century, although they have been considerably altered. On the same side, below the rrC'.:lSwing, is a building commonly held to have been the
residence of Bishop Adam Bothwell*, who died in
1593. This was approached by "a dOf)rway and
stair with carved balustrade," long since removed.
What still survives is a long, narrow, rubble building,
apsidal-ended to the N. and containing three storeys
and an attic, the top floor of which is at the level
of the High Street owing to the fall of the site. The
top floor was originally lit by five dormer windows
to the E., of which only one remains open while
all lack their pediments, and by three others in the
apse which are still complete, although only the
central one is open. The surviving semi-circular
pediments, enriched with thistle-shaped finials, have
within their tympana carved devices surmounted by
inscriptions. For example, the central pediment
bears a little human head with an extract from
Horace 1 , NIHIL EST EX OMNI / PARTE / BEATVM (" No
happiness is without a flaw"). The E. pediment is
decayed and the device and inscription are
uncertaint ; the W. one has what looks like foliage
accompanied by a quotation from Ovid 2, EXITVS ACTA
PROBAT (Cl The outcome tests our actions "). Two
of the missing pediments are known to have been
inscribed, respectively, LAVS VBIQVE DEO (Cl Praise to
God everywhere ") and FELlCITER INFELIX (Cl Happily
unhappy").
1 Odes, ii, 16. 2 H eroides, Ep. ii, 85 .
• For whom see p . 136.
inscription was read tentatively some years ago

t The
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21. Advocate's Close, 357 Hi~h Street.Although there has been a considerable clearance
here, this close remains one of the most picturesque
in Edinburgh. The tall tenement at the top, which
occupies the site formerly owned by Andrew
Barthrame (see Historical Note), dates only from
the 18th century, and its flats have panelling and
fireplaces characteristic of that period. But it
includes an older element of which the turnpike on
the W. side of the close seems to be substantially a
part, as the doorway at the stair foot has a little
cornice of 17th-century type. Another doorway
immediately to the N. is identical but is an obvious
addition to the fragmentary structure behind, which
must be dated somewhat earlier in the same century.
Again, on the E. side there are two other doorways,
also side by side beneath an encorbellment, the
lintel 'of the more northerly one bearing a shield
charged: Quarterly, 1st and 4th, a heart; 2nd and
3rd, a rose, and flanked by the initials of Clement Cor
and his wife Helen Bellenden (see Historical Note).
Below runs the motto SPES ALTERA VITAE (Cl Another
hope of life") 1590. The adjoining lintel also has
a shield which bears a merchant's mark and is
flanked by the initials C C and the date 1590, the
motto below reading BLISS IT BE GOD OF AL HIS GIFTS.
The building above has been redressed. The
extension on the N., apparently built by Nicol Edgar
at some time between 1610 and 1620, has four
storeys, of which the lowest three are not later than
the 17th century, while the top floor is comparatively
modern. The lower openings are chamfered; two
windows on the second floor are delicately moulded
and the S. one was originally transomed. Some
carved stones removed from elsewhere have been
let into the modern building farther N. These
include a large panel, uncarved but with scalloped
edges, which came from Warriston's Close, and five
skew-puts of unknown provenance. One seems to
bear the initial W, another has a merchant's mark,
while three more exhibit coats of arms, respectively:
(a) On a chevron between two slips in chief and an
illegible charge in base, an illegible charge. This
coat may be intended either for Riddell (a chevron
between three ears of rye) or for Russell (a chevron
between three tadpoles). (b) On a chief three
mullets, with the initials D N separated by a heart
below. (c) A saltire and chief, for Bruce.

HISTORICAL NOTE.-At one time this alley was
known as Cant's Close, and then as Clement Cor's
Close 1 until Sir James Stewart of Coltness, Lord
Provost in 1648-9 and in 1658-9, went to reside in
a house at the foot of the W. side. It was then
called Stewart's Close or Provost Stewart's Close
after him. The house was inherited and rebuilt
(O.E.C.,
• ••] AS,

xiv, p . 88) as [EV]ITE[T] [FA]TVM
but this seems doubtfully possible.
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by the - Lord Provost's son, Sir James Stewart of
Goodtrees, and as this Sir , James held office as
Lord Advocate from 1692 to 1713 the Close was
thereafter re-named Advocate's Close.
There is every reason to suppose that the Close
suffered in Hertford's raid of 1544. In 1562, at
all events, Symon Johnestoun granted John Murdo,
shoemaker and burgess of Edinburgh, a charter of
his waste and burnt land (meam terram nunc vastam
et combustam) lying within the tenement of land of
the late Henry Cant on the E. part of the transe
of the same. In 1579 John Murdo in his turn
granted a charter to Clement Cor of Reidwalls
conveying the waste lands of the late Andrew
Murdo on the E. side of Cant's Close. Since 1566
Cor had been a burgess and guild brother of Edinburgh. He became Dean of Guild in 1588, and
bailie between 1589 and 1595. By his wife Helen
Bellenden he had four daughters, Margaret, Isobel,
Bessie and J anet. Towards the close of the century
he seems to have retired to St. Andrews, and when
he died in 1608 he was buried in the cathedral
churchyard there. 2 In 1590 Cor built his house
upon the S. half of his property in Cant's Close,
the property of the late Andrew Barthrame separating
it from the street. So far as can be ascertained,
the building seems to have been of either four or
five storeys, with a separate house upon every floor
except the lowest one which was first used as a
stable and latterly divided into two cellars. The
residential portion was approached by a forestair,
whence the ascent was continued by a turnpike at
each end of the building. The accommodation
upon the first floor included a hall, a study, two
chambers, a kitchen and a cellar.
Cor's daughter, Margaret, married Alexander
Levingstoune, advocate, in 1588.
Five years
before his death her father granted the young
couple a charter conveying both the tenement of
land then built upon and also the land on its N.
side still lying waste. With his wife's consent,
Levingstoune sold the three lower floors to Nicoll
Edgar, merchant burgess, in 1610, the upper floor or
floors remaining apparently in his own possession.
The waste land seems to have passed with the rest ,
since Edgar built upon it within the next ten years.
Cf. John K. Laidlaw, The Advocate's Close.
1 Annuity Roll of 1634, p. 104. 2 P.S.A.S., lxx
(1935-6), pp. 110-113·

22. Mary King's Close.-The original backwall of the Royal Exchange (No. 23) rises like a
cliff above its extension in Cockburn Street which
contains the lower entrance to the City Chambers.
The westernmost opening in the lowest tier of
• For his tombstone see p. 70.
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windows in the back wall is a doorway, closed by a
grating, which to-day debouches on the roof of the
extension. This doorway is the outer end of a
narrow close, which in 1752 was encased within the
W. side of the Royal Exchange. From this point
the close runs steeply upwards towards the High
Street, where it joins the staircase that gives access,
at a higher level, to a series of vaulted cellars situated
beneath the forecourt of the Royal Exchange. The
wall on the W. side of the close is the original
outer wall of the Exchange, but part of the opposite
wall is of earlier date, containing windows and
doors, which are relics of a time when the close
stood open to the sky. The apartments into which
these open, however, are apparently not earlier than
the 17th century.
The close takes its name from Alexander King,
who was alive in 1601, and from Mary King, who
was probably his daughter. But at an earlier stage
it was known as Towrs' Close, George Towrs or
Touris, of the family of Touris of Inverleith,
having owned property on its E. side. 1 One of the
last strongholds of the plague, the close acquired
the reputation of being haunted and was abandoned
about the middle of the 17th century. Its buildings
were then allowed to fall into ruin. 2
When the foundations of a house in this close
were being cleared in 1859 a 15th-century carving
was found, representing the administration of
Extreme Unction, evidently one panel of an altar
retable portraying the Seven Sacraments. This is
now in the National Museum. 3 (Cf. Fig. 185.)
1 O.E.C., xii, p. 28. 2 Wilson, Memorials, ii, p. 13
and O.E.C., xxii, p. 6. 3 P.S.A.S., viii (1868-70),
p. 33 and lxii (1927-8), p. 206.

23. The City Chambers, Royal Exchange,
249 High Street.-In 1680 Thomas Robertson,
bailie and ex-Treasurer of the burgh, "" built at his own
expense an Exchange for the use of Edinburgh
merchants. It was placed at the S.E. corner of the
Parliament Close, and the plans were prepared by
Sir William Bruce of Balcaskie, the architect of the
Palace of Holyroodhouse. t Robertson's building
was, however, destroyed by fire in 1700, and its
successor was not favoured by the merchants, who
preferred to transact their business in the open
beside the Mercat Cross (No. 61).1 In 1750 the
pavement round the statue of Charles II (No. 62)
in the Parliament Close was assigned as their meetingplace; 2 but it was felt in influential circles that
the City ought to have an Exchange appropriate
to the dignity of a capital. A full account of the
scheme then mooted will be found in The Book of
t Robertson received in return several " obligements "
at the hands of the Town Council.
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the Old Edinburgh Club,8 from which it appears
that the first action of the Commissioners appoint ed
to carry out this and other civic improv ements was
to obtain powers for the purchase of a site in the
neighbo urhood of the Cross. It so happen ed that
on the N. side of the High Street, immediately
opposite the Cross, there were a numbe r of semiruinous buildings, mostly of stone but some of
wood, groupe d round Mary King's Close (No. 22),
Stewar t's Close, and Allan's Close; these covered
in all an area with a frontage of IS0 ft., the depth
extendi ng from the High Street to the North Loch.
The various propert ies were purchas ed and with
one exception (infra) were demolished, the debris
going to make up the Castle Esplanade (p.II).
Then in 1753 competitive plans and estimates for
the new Exchange were taken from John and Robert
Adam, architects, and from "the Gentlem en of
Mary's Chapel ," the latter a compan y comprising a
mason and three wrights directed by John Fergus,
an architect. While the plan of the brother s Adam
was adopted , its execution was entrust ed to "the
Gentlem en," under the supervision of the Deacons
of the Crafts. The foundat ion stone of the new
buildin g was laid on 13th Septem ber of the same year.
The contrac t specified that the plan of the building
was to take the form of a hollow square, that is to
say on the N. side there was to be a main block
with a wing running S. from either end to meet a
low range facing the street and completing the
enclosure. Throug h the centre of this range was
to run the entry to the courtyard. The courtyard,
which was to measure 83 ft. from N. to S. by 89 ft.
from E. to W., was to open into a piazza, 13 ft.
deep, within the main block on its N. side. The
lay-out specified is not characteristic of the Adam
family but bears a close resemblance to that of
Holyro odhous e, and it is therefore temptin g to
suppose that Bruce's design for the first Exchange
was copied to some extent for this one. The piazza
here was to be approp riated by the mercha nts as a
place of exchange, while the remain der of the
accommodation was to include a custom -house;
thirty-five shops, fourtee n of which were to have
rooms above them; ten dwelling-houses, four of
them below the level of the courtya rd; two printing houses ; and three coffee- houses -altoge ther a
curious assortment, the reason for which is seen in the
financial summa ry given below. The courtyard,
however, was not comple ted as originally proposed,
for an existing buildin g used by the Writers to
His Majest y's Signet was incorporated on the W.
side. The plan carried out is reprodu ced by R.
Miller in The Municipal Buildings of Edinburgh,
Plate vi.
The manner in which the scheme was financed is of
interest . At the outset a numbe r of citizens, whose
88
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names are recorded on a list preserved in the Nationa l
Museu m' agreed to subscribe £445 8s. od. towards
the cost of the work, and others followed their
example. Then the magistrates raised loans amount ing to £10,000 free of interest from the Bank of
Scotlan d and the Royal Bank. With these sums in
hand they had to face the cost of the site, about
£10,000 in all, and of the new buildin g which was
estimat ed at £15,128 16s. 2d. They agreed to
advance £18,000 at 4% to the contractors, who were
to put up the building, sell the properties as these
were completed, and hand over the proceeds to the
Town together with any balance outstan ding. The
magistrates proposed to place 40% of the proceeds
to the site accoun t; and further planned to keep
the Custom-house in their own hands, letting it to
the Govern ment at an annual rent of £360, as well
as one of the shops, which was to be used as an
office by the Burgh Chaml?erlain. As things turned
out, the magistrates were unable to implem ent their
bargain with the contractors, who had to seek
advances elsewhere at a higher rate of interest.
Indeed, through out the contrac t " the Gentle men"
were hard put to it to find the necessary finance ;
but they managed to carry the project through with
some assistance, and in 1766 they received a full
discharge from their obligations on four of their
numbe r executing bonds for the balance of £2,006
due to the Town. In the end many of the propert ies
had to be sold for a lower figure than had been
proposed. And when all the work was done the
mercha nts failed to frequen t the new place of
Exchange, preferri ng their customary stances. 5

In 181 I the Town decided to centralise the various
departm ents of the Corpor ation by installing them
in the Royal Exchange. The re-acquisition of the
various properties therein proved a slow process,
but eventually the whole buildin g came into the
hands of the Town. In 1871 the main block on the
N. side of the courtya rd was remodelled internally.
Twenty -five years later the whole buildin g was
altered and extended. The vast increase that has
taken place in municipal business since the war of
1914-18 made further extension imperative in 1930,
and to-day the municipal offices extend E. over the
sites of Allan's and Craig's Closes and W. over
those of Writer' s Court and Warrist on's Close.
But despite such extensive alterati on the elements
of the original building are still clearly recognisable,
and they will be found to follow the conditions of
contrac t closelv. It is obvious that" the Gentle men"
took pride in their work and gave of their best.
As the buildin g stands to-day the main block on
the N., the whole of the E. wing and the S. end of
the W. wing are in the main original, althoug h
they have all been remodelled internally to some
extent. Toward s the High Street the elevation is

PLATE 83.

Photog raph B.

FIG. :q-t.- Ad,·ocate's Close (

TO . 2 1)

c.

ClaytOil.

from N.

To face p. 88.

PLATE 84.

FIG. 245.- Th e Exchange I3uilding, Leith (No. 228).

FIG. 246.-Th e Roya l E xch an ge (No . 23 ) from S.
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FIG. 247.-Fireplace .

FIG . 248.-Fireplace in Old Council Chamber.
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FIG. 250 .- Detail of front.

FIG.

" JOHN KNOX'S HOUSE" (No. 39).

252.-Interior of second floor.
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four main storeys in height, but from Cockburn
Street on the N. the building rises in an impressive
cliff 120 ft. high and contains twelve storeys in all,
including entresol floors. As it stood until 1896,
when it was remodelled, this N. elevation was bald,
if not mean, in appearance; but it must be remembered that when it was built no-one's amenity or
prospect was affected as the New Town had not
yet been envisaged. The masonry is of Craigleith
stone throughout. The lower part of the front is
of polished ashlar, channel-jointed in certain parts,
while the superstructure is scabbled, with polished
and moulded dressings for relief. The sides and
back were of rubble, but in the alterations a certain
amount of ashlar has been used. As for the front
elevation, the pavilion ends of the wings are united
by an arcade of seven arches, flat-roofed and surmounted by a balustrade with urns as finials. This
arcade is modern, and replaces the original one
which had a central access to the courtyard with
arehways containing shops on each side. The main
block on the N. of the courtyard is advanced at the
centre. The piazza at its base lies within a channeljointed arcade of seven arches surmounted by a
balustrade. Within the balustrade the central part
of the fa<;ade is piIastered and surmounted by an
entablature with a raking pediment which contains
the arms of the burgh in the tympanum. The firstfloor windows have moulded architraves, in some
cases rusticated, and the lintels have key-stones.
Their friezes are cushioned and the cornices are
moulded. The second-floor windows have neither
rustication nor keystones, and from those of the
third floor friezes and cornices are also omitted.
Apart from the absence of pilasters and entablature
the sides of the wings facing the courtyard are
generally similar in treatment to the fa<;ade of the
main block, but the arcades at their base, where
originally there were shops, have now been filled in.
The N. end of the W. side is quite modern, replacing
as it does the building retained when the site was
cleared (supra). See Fig. 246.
In the original arrangement of the main block
there were two coffee-houses on the ground floor,
situated one on either side of a central entry within
the piazza. This entry led N. to the great staircase,
which is housed within a central projection from
the back of the building. The staircase is intact
and is one of the most interesting features in the
whole building. The fine scale-and-platt stair
started at the courtyard level but to-day continues
• The story goes that the statue was cast in France and
shipped in a case from Dunkirk to Leith where, in course
of being unloaded, it fell into the harbour and lay sub':Ilerged for many years. Ultimately raised, the chest and
Its contents lay undisturbed for some thirty years in the
Leith Weigh-house, and were then transferred to St. Giles'
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downwards. The steps are of stone and the landings
are arched in an ingenious manner; the balustrade
is of oak with turned balusters and a nicely moulded
rail with "easings" at the newel posts. Of the
rooms to which it leads the old Council Room on
the first floor, now No. 2 Committee-Room, is
undoubtedly the finest. Once this had been completed it became the meeting place of the Convention
of Royal Burghs, and here likewise the Town
Council met from 181 I until 1903. Successive
coats of paint and varnish obscured its fine detail
until a few years ago, when a fire occurred and the
Council thereupon had the room fittingly restored
by the City Architect. As the room now stands, the
entrance from the staircase leads into an ante-room
which opens through an arcade on the E. into the
committee-room. Both divisions are treated in a
uniform manner, with Memel pine panelling, an
enriched cornice and a coved ceiling. The committee
room has three windows to the courtyard while the
ante-room has only one. There are two doorways
in each division with finely carved friezes and
broken pediments. The mantelpiece in the N. wall
of the committee-room matches these but its carVing
is even more elaborate. Inset in the overmantel is
a painting of Edinburgh Castle dated 1886. Three
niches have been formed in the E. wall to hold
pieces of sculpture. Those at the side contain busts
of no special interest, but the one in the centre
contains a bronze statue in Roman military costume
commonly held to represent "Bonnie Prince
Charlie," but more probably Florentine work of the
16th or 17th century.· Several of the other rooms,
such as the S.E. room on the first floor of the W.
wing, still retain their contemporary mantelpieces,
while in others-for example the Lord Provost's
room at the diametrically opposite corner of the
building-the mantelpieces were renewed at the turn
of the 18th and 19th centuries. But most of the
rooms have been modernised and are not of outstanding interest.
1 R. Miller, The Municipal Buildings of Edinburgh,
p. II 1. 2 Minute of Town Council, 17th October
1750. 3 xxii, p. 1. 4 P.S.A.S., iv (1860-2), pp. 554,
593-7. 5 Pennant, A Tour in Scotland, i, p. 52.

24. Anchor Close, 243 High Street.-On the
E. side of the Close there are two 17th-century
buildings, originally of four storeys and now used as
a workshop and store. There is nothing characteristic
about either.
Church (No . 2).
Not until 1810, according to the Scots
Magazine, !xxii (1810), p . 797, had anyone sufficient
curiosity to open the chest and find the statue, which
finally came to rest in the City Chambers. Cf. Grant,
Old and New Edinburgh, i, pp. 184-6.
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A modern doorway on the W. side of the Close
has a fine 17th-century lintel with a thistle-slip at
one end and the inscription LORD BE MERCIFVL TO ME.
Until 1932 there was a stone above the N. end of
the entrance passage bearing, at the top, a shield
with the date 1669, and below these an assemblage
which the Lord Lyon could not accept as heraldic.
It comprised a cross cantoned with two cinquefoils
in chief and two pelicans in piety in base. Sir
Daniel Wilson, who saw the stone before 1848,
misread the date and did not notice the cinquefoils. l
The stone is now in Lady Stair's House (No. 15).
1 Memorials, ii, p. 19.

25. 241 Hi~h Street.-Although it has been
altered, the tenement standing at the head of Anchor
Close is of some interest as its ashlar front shows
that the Old Town shared in the change in house
design promoted by the brothers Adam at the end
of the 18th century. Originally it had five storeys
and an attic, but the three lowest floors have been
reconstructed as shop premises in two levels. The
archway at the E. end, through which Geddes' Entry
is approached, has been left untouched. On each
of .the two floors above the modern shop front
there are two triads of windows, the upper ones
surmounting a suppressed balustrade. At the W .
end of the wallhead rises a gab let which contains a
group of three windows, repeating the fenestration
of the lower part; and it is surmounted by a triangular pediment with neatly moulded cornices. At
the E. end is a dormer window of wood. The
frontage has been deliberately divided into two
parts, as was also done at Gladstone's Land (No. 14).
26 . 231 Hi~h Street.-The lowest part of this
tenement, which extends into North Foulis Close,
dates from the 17th century; but the upper parts
have been entirely rebuilt and the shop facing the
High Street has been so much reconstructed that
only in the back portion can the early masonry be
seen. This shop was at one time occupied by
James Gillespie of Spylaw, a snuff-merchant who
bequeathed the greater part of his property to the
Merchant Company of Edinburgh for the endowment
of a charitable school and for the maintenance of old
men and women.
27. 209-213 Hi~h Street.-This rubble-built
tenement, six storeys and an attic in height, faces the
street and includes at street level a modern shop
and the entry to Jackson's Close. The fa~ade
above, containing five good windows with back-set
margins on each floor, a cavetto-moulded eavescourse, and scrolled skew-puts at the wall-head,
represents a remodelling of about 1700. More
recently both of the chimney-stalks have been
renewed in brick. The interior has been modernised.
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Extending northwards from this tenement are two
others in sequence, bounded on the W. by Lyon's
Close and on the E. by Jackson's Close. The more
southerly of these, comprising a ce!larage and two
upper floors, has slightly chamfered arrises at the
voids, and may be as late as the 18th century. The
interior, without any interest but for some panelling
of late Georgian type, is now used as a store. The
more northerly, five storeys in height, seems to date
from the late 17th century, but has undergone
alteration both in the century following and recently.
Neither interior nor exterior calls for any remark.

28. 197-207 Hi~h Street.-Thelarge and lofty
tenement standing at the corner of Cockburn Street,
above the entry to Fleshmarket Close, may be dated
to about 1700. Towards the street is a main block
to which are attached two wings, the one on the
W. side of the close being ~a stair wing and the one
on the E. being habitable. In all the building has
six storeys and an attic. The ground floor contains
modern shops on either side of the Close entry,
and above there seem originally to have been three
flats upon each floor. The rubble front has recently
been plastered. The entrance to the Close is almost
central, and immediately above it the wall rises
unbroken to a massive chimney-stalk. On the W.
of this, each floor has four large windows with backset margins and a small closet-window next the
gable, while on the E. are four large lights also with
back-set margins. The skew-puts are scrolled.
From the stair wing a contemporary tenement of
three storey runs northwards to join the modern
buildings in Cockburn Street. The two lower
storeys of this are to-day used for storage, while
the top floor is- still inhabited. The only features
of special interest here are two early window-cases
on the first floor, one towards Fleshmarket Close
and the other towards Jackson's Close.
29. The Parliament House, Parliament
Sq uare. The circumstances in which the City
Fathers embarked, in 1632, upon the erection of a
Parliament House, together with particulars of its
construction, gleaned from the building accounts
which are preserved in the City Chamberlain's
office, were fully set out by the late Professor R. K.
Hannay in an article l of which the following sketch
is an abridgement.
Although Parliament was not necessarily held in
Edinburgh and its sittings were in any case few
and far between, the presence of the Lords of Session
and of the College of Justice contributed materially
to the prosperity of the Burgh; and it had long
been accepted in principle that the provision of
accommodation for institutions that made for
business was properly a civic charge. The new
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Tolbooth, begun in 1561 (cf. No. 80) and used for a
time for meetings of the Three Estates, had already
become inadequate as the number of the members
had increased, and there was, moreover, a definite
movement to restore St. Giles' Church to its original
function (p. 29, note).
Finally pressure was
applied from a quarter which could not be disregarded.
Charles I requested the Town Council to provide
another and more commodious building, stressing at
the same time the advantages of compliance and
underlining the dangers of neglect.
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from ~ drawing by Gordon of Rothiemay (Fig. 253),
the wmdows had moulded architraves with geometric

The Town Council, however, was not prepared
to erect a new building unless individual members
of the community gave financial assistance. Meetings
at which subscriptions were intimated were, accordingly, held and sufficient financial support was
forthcoming to let the work proceed immediately
under the direction of Sir James Murray of Kilbaberton, . His Majesty's Master of Works. The
position ultimately chosen was on the slope between
St. Giles' Church and the Cowgate, an uneconomical
site seeing that it entailed a considerable amount
of heavy underbuilding but one that possessed the
advantage of proximity to the older courthouses.'"
Although King Charles had expressed his desire for
two separate buildings, one for the Parliament and "
Session and the other for the Privy Council and the
Lords of Exchequer, only one was built, two upper
rooms being assigned to the last-named court. By
1641 the Parliament House had been completed at a
cost of nearly 127,000 pounds Scots, of which roughly
one-third had been raised by subscription, while the
balance had been covered by municipal loans. The
building was L-shaped on plan. Its main block,
running N. and S., had three storeys with a hall
on the upper two, respectively the Parliament Hall
and the " Laigh House"; below was an undercroft,
probably vaulted but now inaccessible. The wing
at the S.E. corner seems also to have had three
storeys, on each of which there were two chambers
of equal sizes. The principal turnpike rose within
the re-entrant angle. A lesser one, which had no
exterior access, was conveniently placed at the
junction of the central partition of the wing and its
E. wall. Neither of these stairs seems to have
communicated with the cellars, which were entered
FIG. 253.-St. Giles' Church (No. 2), the Parliament House
from outside through doorways in the S. wall.
The front, overlooking a square paved yard on
the E:, was of ashlar throughout, mainly from
Ravelston quarry, while the remainder was rubblebuilt with ashlar dressings. At the angles rose
massive pilasters surmounted by rectangular turrets.
The wall-head bore a corbelled parapet. To judge
• Had the first choice at the foot of the slope been
adopted, the Cowgate artery would have gained in
importance and the whole city might have developed on
quite different lines.

(No. 29), the Mercat Cross (No. 61), the Tolbooth (No. 80)
and adjoining buildings, in 1647, after Gordon of Rothiemay.

and strap-worked pediments.
The principal entrance, t shown in the same drawing as situated in
the E. wall of the main block, was a typical
Renaissance feature with rusticated pilasters surmounted by a pediment containing the Royal Arms

t A moulded panel dated 1636 seen in the staircase
wall of the Signet Library is said to mark the position of
the main entrance.
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and crest in full colour, between figures of Justice
and Mercy and accompanied by the inscription
STANT HIS FELICIA REGNA (" Kingdoms stand happy
by these virtues "). The figures, which were the
work of Alexander Mylne, were removed about 1824,
when the doorway was demolished, but were
recovered in 1909
and now stand
inside the Parliament House. 2 A
smaller door, of
which the pedimentnowinserted
in the modern arcade outside and
dated 1636maybe
one part, pierced
the N. wall of the
wing, while a
third gave access
to the main turnpike.
To-day the fabric shows signs of
extensive
10
0
10
'l.O ,'0 40 ~o
60
70 n q : .
E altera11
I I I I I I I I I '.
tlOn.
xterna y
FIG . 254.- The Parliament House it is almost entire(No . 29); original arrangement.
ly hemmed in by
modern buildings, while little of the original arrangement is left within. But the arcade of the " laigh
house" survives, as well as the fine open roof
(Fig. 15) of the Parliament Hall, CO?structed by
John Scott, the master wright, maml~ of oaks
grown at Culross and Balgonie in FIfe. The
intervals between the principals are alternately wide
and narrow, the irregularity of the northernmost
bay indicating that the N. gable has been rebuilt
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inside the original foundation, probably about
183°'
1 O.E.C., xiii, pp. 1-78. 2 P.S.A.S., liii (1918-19),
P·3°·

30. 164 Hi~h Street.-This tenement, built at
the turn of the 18th and 19th centuries, has a front
of droved ashlar five storeys in height with an attic
in the roof. The central part of the street floor is
modernised and houses a post-office. On either
side is a small archway, the one to the E. giving
entry to Covenant Close and the one to the W.
admitting to the stair by which the upper floors are
reached. At first-floor level the front is divided by
four pilasters surmounted by a frieze and cornice,
all of wood. In each division there is a roundheaded window in which the upper part of the
sashes has curved intersecting astragals of iron.
These windows vary in size', the central one being the
smallest and those on either side the largest, while
the two immediately above the archways are intermediate in size. On each of the next two floors
there is a tier of four plain windows; this arrangement is repeated on the fourth floor but here one
of the windows is blind. The street floor has been
remodelled. The first floor has been gutted, and
now contains two rooms. The upper floors are
not of any special interest.
31. North Gray's Close, 125 Hi~h Street.The building that stands at the head of the Close,
fronting the street, is modern; but on the W. side
there remains a range of building, for the most part
condemned property, which dates from the late
16th century but was remodelled in the 18th as
well as more recently. It is six storeys in height
where best preserved, and the masonry is rubble.

FI:;. 255 .-The Parliament House (No. 29); detail of roof.
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The windows are either chamfered, stop-chamfered,
or rounded at the arris. Four of the doorways
have or had architraves with quirked edge-roll
mouldings surmounted by simply-moulded cornices.
One of them bears, on its lintel, the date 1581
enclosed within a little panel.

32. 123 High Street-Probably dating from
the 18th century, this oblong rubble-built " land"
contains five storeys and an attic, every floor having
four windows with back-set margins facing the
street. Above the eaves rises a small central gab let
with two additional windows. A doorway at the
back opens directly into the staircase from which
the upper floors are entered.

Some of the vaults are of brick, as if they had been
renewed.
On the E. side of the foregoing building stands the
massive "land" of seven storeys straddling the
entry to Dickson's Close. This dates mainly from
the 18th century but obviously represents a rebuilding
of a 17th-century tenement, as some of the fireplaces
on the upper floors are of the earlier period, while
a doorway on the E. side of the entry to the Close

33. 103 High Street.-This tenement is
modern, but the extension to the court behind may
be as old as the 18th century. The extension is six
storeys in height and is built of rubble, the voids
having back-set margins; the upper floors are
entered from a stair within the N.W. corner.
34. 80-86 High Street.-The westernmost of
the properties included under these numbers is a
tall 18th-century tenement, L-shaped on plan. It
has a narrow frontage to High Street and a longer
one to Niddrie Street, where the entrance to the
upper floors is situated at the foot of a scale-and-platt
stair. The back windows of the wing, which lies
to the W., overlooked the now vanished Kinloch's
Close, which seems to have been entered from a
passage running below the High Street frontage.
The front has an elevation of five storeys and attics
above the shop on the street floor, including
apparently an entresol storey. To the windows of
the first and second floors moulded architraves have
lately been added below a moulded belt. The
upper windows, grouped together, have back-set
margins, and are untouched, except that the central
light on each floor has been built up.
So far as can be ascertained, there were two
cOllunodious houses on each floor, those to the
front having nine rooms. The principal apartments
have panelled walls, for the most part papered over.
An interesting feature of the property is the vaulted
cellarage extending westwards into Niddrie Street
and northwards below the S. pavement of the
High Street. There are two cellars to the front, the
larger one almost certainly a vestige of a 17thcentury tenement, part of the back wall of which
is incorporated in the present building; but the
smaller one is more likely to have been built at the
same time as the tenement now existing, as were
the six cellars to the W. which are grouped in
threes, one series below each side of the Niddrie
Street entrance. Both series include a circular
compartment, which was apparently a large oven.
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FIG. 2S6.-Nurnbers 80-86 High Street (No . 34); from
plans prepared by Stewart Kaye, A.R.I.B.A.

is a moulded 17th-century window cut down. The
cellar into which the doorway leads has a built-up
entrance in the E. wall while the N. wall contains
a large 17th-century fireplace, also built up. As
it stands to-day, the building has a main block to
the street from which two wings extend S. down the
Close, the E. wing containing the entrance and
staircase to the upper floors. In addition to the
cellar just mentioned, the front has a shop at street
level. Each floor above has seven windows. Those
of the entresol and of the first and second floors
have moulded architraves, recently added, while the
ones higher up, which have back-set margins,
remain unaltered. At the back, the windows overlooking the Close are unusually wide. The S.E.
angle of the front is corbelled back to permit entry
to the adjoining tenement which is earlier.
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Internally the walls of the upper floors are l' parted per pale and charged: Dexter, a chevron
panelled or lined in the 18th-century fashion. The " between two mullets in chief and a crescent in base;
scale-and-platt staircase is spacious and its solid sinister, on a bend between two cinquefoils, three
newel has a semi-column at either end.
mullets. The arms and initials are, in all probability,
About half-way down the W. side of the Close those of Waiter Mawer, Writer to the Signet, and
is the fragmentary skeleton of a fine late 16th- or of his wife, Marion Waus l . In the original front
early 17th-century house, four storeys in height. wall of the building is a moulded doorway of the
The ground floor was entered from the Close as late 17th century. The only features of interest
was possibly the first floor also, but access to those inside the building are the well of a newel-stair and
above was through a moulded doorway in a stair- one end of a large and lofty vaulted cellar, which
tower projecting from the N.E. corner. The may be as early as the 16th century, and may
windows were originally half-glazed and are rounded possibly represent a remnant of the mansion of the
at the arris.
Abbots of Melrose. Here, at a later time, dwelt
Sir George Mackenzie of Rosehaugh, Senator of the
35. 70 High Street.-This narrow tenement College of Justice and founder of what is now the
extends southwards down Cant's Close, the entry National Library, whose tomb in Greyfriars Churchto which passes beneath its E. end. Its present yard is recorded on p. 66. His grandson's widow
arrangement dates only from a remodelling carried married Alexander Fraser, Lord Strichen, in 1731,
out in the 18th century. To the front is a shop and since then the Close ~as gone under its present
with cellarage at the base, and above are five storeys name.
each with two windows towards the street. The
1 Mawer and his wife were infefted in the tenefour upper pairs have back-set margins and are
ment, or great inn (magnum hospitium), of Thomas
unaltered, but the two on the first floor have undergone modification to take late-Georgian curved Waus of Petterwaick, sometime pertaining to the
Abbot of Melrose. (Protocol of Alexander Guthrie,
lights, framed by pilasters and an entablature of
wood. Another change was the provision of a 12/4/1587, and Minutes of the Town Council,
separate entrance to the first floor, which was 18/II/ 1629·)
reached from the street by a forestair, whereas in
38. Moubray House, 53 High Street.the 17th century access was by the newel-stair
Situated at the E. end of the Burgh, on the N. side
that is still extant in the wing. The wing has five
of the High Street and next door to " John Knox's
storeys and a garret, but has been partly rebuilt
from the first floor upwards. At ground level are House" (No. 39), Moubray House had long been
recognised as one of the more important survivals;
a window and a doorway, both with heavy back-set
and
accordingly in 1910, when it was threatened
margins, the latter the original approach to the
with destruction, the Cockburn Association launched
stair and the upper floors. Internally the building
a public appeal for funds and acquired the property,
contains nothing of interest.
handing it over to a holding body to ensure its
permanent preservation. As it was then in bad
36. 68 High Street.-This 18th-century tenecondition the fabric had to be partly restored, but
ment of six storeys has a main block to the street,
repairs had to be restricted mainly to the three
the entry to Strichen's Close running through its
lowest floors as the response to a further appeal
centre, while a wing extends along either side of the
proved inadequate.
Close. On the ground floor are two shops, but
above these the frontage has five windows with
Although Robert Moubray built a house here as
back-set margins on each floor. The entry to the early as 1477, the existing building is substantially
upper floors is in the W. wing, where rises a turnpike of the 17th century. On plan it is L-shaped, the
stair with a massive newel. None of the internal main block facing the street and the wing extending
N., in alinement with the W. gable, between Turing's
finishings is original.
or Trunk's Close on the W. and Ashley Court on
37. Strichen's Close, 66 High Street.-At the E. The major block has four main storeys
the S. end of the Close is a small irregularly-shaped and an attic above the cellars, the wing two storeys
court. The southern most building, of two storeys fewer. From the latter an oblong tenement extends
above the court but of three more at the back where to the N., and although this includes a cellarage,
the ground falls away, dates from the 17th century two upper floors and an attic, the wing is the higher
but has since then been extensively altered. Above of the two as it stands on higher ground. Its first
the entrance to a modern projection within the court floor is now, in fact, linked up with the top floor
there has been inserted an armorial panel, in which of the extension. The lay-out can be seen most
the shield is flanked by two sets of initials, W M clearly in the second-floor plan given in Fig. 257,
and M W, with the date 1600. The shield itself is where" John Knox's House" (No. 39) is shown in
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straight stairs serving the upper floors of the wing
and of the N. extension. The Close itself was shut
by a doorway at the S. end, the single surviving
jamb of which is about 7 ft. inside the front wall.
Whether this doorway represents the original
frontage-line or whether that was always further
forward, as at present, is uncertain.
The lowest storey is a cellarage of four compartments extending from the High Street to the gable
of the N. extension. Unlike the others, which were
provided with windows and external doors where

solid black, Moubray House with hatching, and the
tenement at its N. end with a single line.
In the lower part of the front there is a modern
shop, but room is left at the W. end for a forestair
by which the superstructure is reached. The E.
angle is set back beneath corbelling in order to
give access to the narrow passage that separated this
property from" John Knox's House" and once led
to Hope's Court beyond. The front above the shop
is of rubble, enriched by two string-courses of which
only the upper one survives, and that in an incomplete
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FIG. 257.-Moubray House (No. 38) and .. John Knox's House" (No. 39).

state, as it has been cut away where a window has
been enlarged. At the W. end both string-courses
returned upwards above the small windows which
light a staircase inside.
Over the shop-front a group of three large windows
lights the front room of the first floor, which is
entered through a modern wooden doorway at the
head of the forestair. On the second floor are
three similar windows, the sills of which have been
lowered, as well as smaller lights for an internal
staircase at the W. end. The third floor has a
single window, which has been enlarged. On the
attic floor a small room has been contrived above the
staircase within a gabled extension of lath and
plaster. Possibly the most interesting features on
the outside are the massive corbelled projections
on the side next to Trunk's Close. These contained

the slope of the site permitted, the division next the
street, reached originally by a flight of steps descending
from the doorway at the head of Trunk's Close,
is wholly below ground. It is unvaulted and has
been partly reconstructed. Its present access from
the adjoining compartment, for example, like the
pavement lights, is comparatively modern, but the
fireplace in the W. wall and the part of an arched
recess that is still to be seen near by probably both
belonged to the original arrangement. The vaulted
cellar adjoining, at present cumbered with an
accumulation of soil, is almost unaltered. Towards
the E. a window and door open into a passage,
which runs between this property and" John Knox's
House" but is now closed up at each end. In the
centre of the opposite wall is a fireplace, with an
aumbry on the S. side and on the N . side a doorway
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which seems to lead into the base of a stair. The
cellar beyond, also vaulted, is now entered and lit
from Ashley Court, lying to the E. In the original
arrangement, however, the entrance and window
faced W. into Trunk's Close, while a built-up
doorway in the S.W. corner apparently led into the
stair just mentioned. The floor of the featureless
northernmost compartment is considerably below the
others, and beneath the vault is an entresol, which is
entered by a forestair from Ashley Court but lit
from Trunk's Close, and which contains a fireplace
in the N. gable.
The shop on the ground floor which, being
modern, is not illustrated in Fig. 257, comprises
three compartments, the northernmost being a back
saloon in the extension, lit from three windows
on the E. and communicating with the storey
above by a straight stone staircase corbelled out
from the W. wall. At the first-floor level the forestair,
which rises from the street, leads into the base of a
newel-stair in which are three other doorways. That
to the right opens directly into the front room of
Moubray House; the one in front, which is delicately
moulded, gives access to the stair itself; while the
one to the left, which is modern, leads off into the
neighbouring property on the W. Apart from a
modern addition, the accommodation upon the first
floor of the front buildings now includes only two
rooms, situated respectively in the main block and
in the wing, but at one time the front room was
subdivided. This front room is of irregular shape,
partly on account of the inward projection of the
newel stair. In the wall of the staircase can be
seen an old ship's timber, studded with tree-nails,
evidently used to support the steps above. The
fireplace in the E. wall is original but has a modern
grate. Another one exists in the N. wall behind
the modern panelling, which -also conceals a partly
destroyed window or borrowed light. Beside the E.
fireplace is a large recess, a provision commonly
made in the 16th and 17th centuries for a dresser
or buffet. The room in the wing has been entirely
modernised, although at the N.W. corner it still
shows the recess in which a straight stair rose from
below. A door has been broken out through the
N . gable to give access to the upper floor of the
extension, which is only a few steps above the
first floor of the front building. The upper floor of
the extension has been wholly remodelled, and the
stair that descended within the northernmost
corbelled projection has been removed, while a
modern wooden stair has been introduced to give
internal communication with the second floor of the
front building although access to the latter can
still be obtained from the newel-stair as of old.
The front room on the second floor, which is lit
from N. and S. and is shaped as irregularly as
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the one beneath it, must at one time have been
divided, since its N. and E. walls both contain
fireplaces; but the fact that it is entirely covered
by a fine modelled plaster ceiling, dating from
about 1630-40, suggests that even at that period
it was one room. Although the fireplace in the
E. wall is a replica of ~he original, the pilastered
arrangement of Memel pine around it, brought from
the room below, dates from the later 17th century.
The other fireplace, awkwardly placed in a windowjamb, likewise dates from the 17th century. The
ceiling is of a usual type, divided into compartments
by moulded ribs and bearing applied ornaments
such as terminal figures, cherub's heads and floral
motifs, as well as a heraldic device comprising a
cinquefoil between a crescent and a crown. An
interesting fragment of plasterwork, painted with a
heraldic achievement in monochrome, has been
inserted above the N. fireplace for preservation.
This shows a central cartouche, flanked by the date
1630 or 1650, on which is a shield surmounted by a
helm and mantling and charged: On a saltire,
five escallops, for Pringle of Galashiels.
As below, the newel-stair projects into the front
room. Directly opposite a modern passage with a
coved ceiling leads through the N. wall into the
wing and gives access to the extension on the N.
On the E. side is a bedroom, entirely modernised
but for its fireplace in the S. wall which has a
moulded and lugged architrave of the later 17th
century; this room is lit from a dormer to the E.
and also from a window high up in the gable. On
the W. side of the passage is a pantry extending on a
bridge over Trunk's Close, evidently a later addition,
although the opening through the main wall is
arched .
From the second floor the newel-stair continues
upwards to the floor above, which is wholly within
the main block and contains two small commonplace
rooms and offices. , From the head of the newel-stair
a modern wooden stair leads to the attic floor which
is equally devoid of interest.

39. "John Knox's House," 45 High
Street.-The identification of this property as the
manse occupied by John Knox between 1560 and
1569, when he was minister of St. Giles' Church,
has been hotly contested, and as warmly supported,
in the Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries of
Scotland, l where the protagonists, Dr. Peter Miller
and Mr. Robert Miller (con) and Lord Guthrie (pro),
have set out the evidence and arguments at length.
A detailed examination of the facts by Dr. Marguerite Wood, Keeper of the Burgh Records,
indicates that the connection of the building with the
Reformer rests on a tradition which goes back no
further than 1784, the year in which the Hon. Mrs.

PLATE 87.

FIG. 2SB.-Mo ubray House (No. 38) and" John Knox's House» (No. 39).
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Murray visited Edinburgh. In her Guide to the
Beauties of Scotland, published in 1799, she mentions
a " tottering bow-window to a house, whence Knox
thundered his addresses to the people."
The first mention on record of a house in this
position is in a sasine of 22nd December, 1525,2 in
which Christina Reidpeth or Arres conveys to her
son John Arres the land or tenement which she had
inherited from her father Walter Reidpeth. From
John Arres the property descended to his daughter
Mariot and is next mentioned in a sasine of 1556,3
where the owners are given as the said Mariot Arres
and her husband James Mosman, the couple whose
armorial bearings are carved upon a part of the front
which is an obvious addition to the earlier structure
within. Since the sasine is an ante-nuptial contract
and Mosman was forfeited and executed at the Cross
in 1573, in company of Kirkcaldy of Grange, the
ashlar addition can be dated to within 'seventeen
years; while the primary building to which it was
attached may not be older than 1544, for it is unlikely
that such an important house as that of John Arres
should have escaped destruction in Hertford's
invasion. Mosman's property was escheated after
his death and the house passed in 1573 to John
Carmichael by Royal Charter. 4
If its immediate connection with John Knox is
open to question, the house at the foot of the High
Street that goes under his name has other claims to
recognition as being not only the most picturesque
of the historic dwellings of Edinburgh but also the
sole remaining example on which the timber galleries,
once so common, are yet to be seen. The house
undoubtedly owes its survival to its traditional
association with the great Reformer, for in 1849 it
was condemned to destruction by the Dean of Guild
Court as a ruinous fabric and an encumbrance to the
street. The proprietor, strongly supported by the
Society of Antiquaries of Scotland under the leader8hip of Sir Daniel Wilson, then Honorary Secretary,
successfully resisted the order, and the house was
thereupon repaired at great cost. The roof was
renewed. The upper portion of the front wall,
above where the outside woodwork begins, was
taken down and rebuilt with the old stones. 5
Missing parts were reconstructed, and modern
insertions were removed. More recently the lower
rooms were fitted up as a library and gallery for the
works and portraits of Knox and his contemporaries.
The original structure is now merely a kernel
encased by accretions on each of the exposed sides.
But although these as they stand are of later date
than the nucleus, something of the sort probably
existed from the beginning, particularly as the
weather-table for the W. gallery roof seems to be an
original provision. Oblong on plan and containing

[EDINBURGH

four main storeys between the cellarage and the attic,
the building runs N. and S., extending from an open
space at the back, now known as Ashley Court, to
beyond the general line of frontage; it thus projects
into the street, which narrowed at this end through
the convergence of the sides towards the Nether
Bow Port (No. 64), the E. gateway of the burgh.
Along the W. side of the house and beneath the
gable of Moubray House runs a passage wholly
enclosed to-day but once giving entry to Hope's
Court, now merged in Ashley Court. On the E. is
the Moray-Knox Church.
The house appears to best advantage from a point
lying to the S.W., on the opposite pavement (Fig.
258). From here may be seen part of the oblong
rubble-built nucleus rising unencumbered, each of
its gables bearing crow-steps and a chimney-stalk
but all considerably restored. Its W. and S. walls
represent the original building-lines, which on the
two upper floors were concealed by the galleries.
On the S. elevation a forestair at the E. end gives
access to the first floor. This stair is not original
but replaces an earlier one, common · both to this
property and to Lord Balmerino's House, which
stood immediately to the E. on the site now occupied
by the Moray-Knox Church. The lowest part of
the S. front is an ashlar screen-wall, built at a slightly
later time than, and about 4 ft. in advance of, the
original front wall. It has a splayed base and above
are three delicately-moulded windows with moulded
sills of considerable projection. The central window,
however, was in the first instance a doorway.·
Above the street floor projects a wooden gallery lit
by hung sash-windows except at the W. corner,
where there is a casement. This gallery stops at
the upper part of the forestair and leaves exposed
part of the original front wall, in which a moulded
doorway opens directly into a newel-stair within.
The fan-light over the door is unlikely to be original,
but a continuous corbelling immediately above it
must be early. On the second floor a second gallery,
also lit by sash-windows, projects a little farther out
and extends E. to shelter the head of the forestair.
On the third floor is a small gabled projection of lath
and plaster, tile-hung at the sides, a modern replacement of an original feature. One of the original
garret-windows can still be seen, built up, in the
main wall behind.
The S.W. corner of the building is splayed back.
This corner and the a(ljoining part of the W. wall are
constructed as a unit in a thin ashlar screen up to
the roof of the second floor, above which the ashlar
work on the W. is surmounted by a gabled projection
of lath and plaster. This ashlar work is obviously
later than that to the S., for the two parts meet in a
butt-joint while the base of the S. one is worked to

• Shown open as a door in Duguid's drawing No. 2463, vo!. iii, Watson Bequest, National Gallery of Scotland.
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a corner stop. On the lowest storey the ashlar work
includes windows, one of them at the corner, and a
doorway to the W., all four openings being moulded
like those to the S. Above runs a nicely-moulded
architrave, frieze and cornice, the central member
carrying an inscription LVFE GOD ABVFE AL AND YI
NYCHTBOVR AS YI SELF, the last three words extending
across the splayed corner. On the westernmost
angle, one course above the cornice, is a sundial
having two faces below which are clouds and, above,
a figure of Moses shown kneeling on a mount; he
holds the Tables of the Law in his left hand and
points with his right to a sun in splendour, issuing
from clouds and inscribed with the triple repetition
6EC}; DEVS GOD. The whole represents the delivery
of the Ten Commandments, as described in Exodus
xxiv, 16, 17. The dial-faces and gnomons are
modern.
On the first floor there is a finely-detailed Renaissance window facing towards the W.; it is framed
within pilasters, a moulded sill, and an entablature
from which two vases rise as finials. On either side
of the window is a small garland, and below it there
is an armorial panel. On this is carved a garland
flanked by two sets of initials separated by cinquefoils, the upper pair, I M, standing for James Mosman
and those below, M A, representing his wife, Mariot
Arres. Within the garland is a shield charged: On
a chevron between three oak-trees, three crowns.
Above the window, and corresponding with the
garland below it, there is a circular dead-light with ·
a moulded margin, for which space is barely available
under the moulded sill of a window on the second
floor. The second-floor window and two others on
the corner are moulded like those in the base of the
W. and S. frontages. On the N. side of the section
just described the building is set back at street level
to the original line of frontage, but higher up it is
advanced in galleries constructed in lath and plaster.
The lower part of the back or the building is hidden
by a two-storeyed addition, itself of some antiquity
but now quite uninteresting, and above this the main
back wall has been considerably rebuilt.
-The late Lord Guthrie seems to have been the
first to point out 6 that this property includes two
houses, each having its own staircase, the upper one
comprising the third and attic floors. It will be
convenient, however, to describe the building as a
whole. The street floor is occupied by a shop which
has three main compartments, one opening out of
the other and all of them modernised. The one at
the back may be disregarded as forming no part of
the original structure, but the other two represent
the primary arrangement. The southern most division
was originally entered from the street through a
chamfered doorway placed at the S.E. corner, where
there seem also to have been three windows; but
on the construction of the screen-wall, when the S.
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frontage was set forward, this doorway was cut down
to give entry to the cellarage while the windows were
opened out, piers being left that were only just
sufficient to carry the main wall above. Similarly,
most of the W. wall has been removed. The E.
wall is recessed, for what purpose is uncertain. The
access through the N. wall has in all likelihood been
broken out. These and other alterations have made
this front shop irregular in shape, but from the
beginning a newel-stair projected into the N .W.
corner. Through the well of this stair, which is
entered from the open space on the W., direct access
is obtained on the street level to what is now the
central compartment; from this level the stair rises
to the second floor and descends to the cellarage.
All that can be said of the central compartment is
that it has a recess in the E. wall, no doubt originally
a fireplace, and a press in what is left of the back wall.
Its windows must have been in the part of the wall
that is now missing.
The cellarage can no longer be reached from the
newel-stair just mentioned, for the lowest steps have
long been removed and replaced by others descending
immediately inside the S. screen wall, passing
through the original entrance, enlarged for the
purpose, and emerging within the southernmost of
a series of unvauIted compartments, now three in
number. As above, the one to the back lies wholly
within the extension. The one first entered,
formerly divided by a transverse partition, extends
no farther S. than the original building-line. Beside
the entrance and stair in the front or S. wall are two
small recesses. The W. wall has an opening,
probably provision for a stall-board or borrowed
light, as well as a large, arched recess which is said to
cover a well. The E. wall is recessed towards the
S. end, while in the N. wall a doorway has been
broken out to give direct access to the second compartment, irregularly shaped owing to the projection
of the newel-stair within the S.W. corner and to-day
entirely dark on account of the addition at the back;
The forestair on the S. gives entry, on the first
floor, to a little lobby within the gallery which opens
into the southernmost of two low-ceilinged rooms
and also into a study, likewise within the gallery,
small in size but provided with a fireplace. In the
original arrangement, however, the study extended
to the entrance door at the head of the stair. The
front room has always been irregular in shape, for
not only does the N.W. corner contain a newel-stair,
like the shop below, but there is also a similar stair
rising within the corner diametrically opposite.
Latterly, again, the whole S.W. corner has been
thrown open to a gallery. The room can also be
entered from the N.W. stair by way of the W. gallery.
In the N. wall is a doorway into the back room,
probably not original, since the first access seems to
have been from the N.W. stair. The E. wall contains
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a press as well as a large 16th-century fireplace
moulded with a quirked edge-roll and decorated
inside the recess with Dutch tiles. The back room,
too, has a fireplace to the E., somewhat smaller but
otherwise similar. The window to the N. is modern.
By means of the galleries the second floor can be
reached from either of the two staircases. Here, the
front room is shaped like the one below it and has a
similar fireplace, but the walls are covered with
particularly good oak panelling, probably Dutch
work of the late 16th century, removed from another
house and placed here with modern additions. This
panelling has pilasters and scroll-work as well as a
marquetry frieze. On two sections, probably taken
from a second source, are oil paintings of later date,
now hardly decipherable. The larger one, which
depicts Cain and Abel, was originally part of a
ceiling. The door, which opens into the gallery on
the S., is of oak and has six moulded pan~ls, the two
at the top also having enrichment in marquetry.
The door that gives access to the back room is also
of oak, but it is in four panels and bears a wroughtiron risp. Other sections of carved panelling are
fitted up in the little study at one end of the S.
gallery, the most interesting pieces above the fireplace. The major piece exhibits a garland surrounded by carved enrichment and enclosing a lion
rampant. Above and below are two smaller panels
which together supply the date 31 OCTOBER A D 1561.
The back room has a fireplace moulded with a
quirked edge-roll in the E. wall. Its window is
modern. Since the N.W. staircase stops at this
floor, access to the superstructure is by its fellow to
the S.E., which rises one more storey; from the
latter level the ascent to the attic is continued by a
narrow stair winding round the outside of the stairwell. The front part of the third floor is subdivided. From the stair one enters a small lobby,
off which run little rooms within the gabled projections to W. and S.; this lobby also gives access
to the attic stair, to a lavatory, and to a press, as well
as to the southernmost of the two main rooms, both
of which are modernised but for their fireplaces.
The back room, however, shows one unusual provision in the shape of two large and two small
corbels, on its S. wall, which at present support no
more than a roof gutter. The attic floor contains
two tiny rooms, the outer one situated over the S.
stair and giving entry to the inner one, which is
contrived within the roof space.
The National Museum of Antiquities contains a
cast (KG 79) of a small shield bearing the emblems
of the Passion which is said to have come from this
house.
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249. 2 Protocol Book of Vincent Strathauchin, S.tl.
3 Protou)l Book of Alexander King, v, p. 101.
4 P.S.A.S., xxv (1890-1), p. 141.
5 Ibid., p. 333.
e Ibid., p. 345.
40. Hyndford's Close and South Gray's
Close,34 and 40 High Street.-The entries to
these closes pass beneath the E. ends of two rubblebuilt tenements, facing the street, which, to judge by
their architectural detail, appear to have been built
simultaneously in the late 17th century. In the
centre of their front is a newel-staircase, entered
from the pend of South Gray's Close and serving
both "lands." The tenement on the E. has six
storeys, and the one on the W. had the same number
until its uppermost floor was removed. Owing to
the fall of the site, however, there is a difference in
the levels of the two tenements, the W. one standing
on higher ground, and it was thus impossible for the
three string-courses that enriched the superstructure
to be carried continuously across the front of both.
These string-courses run as sill-courses beneath the
four back-set windows of the W. tenement, continue
above the staircase windows, and return downwards
to form the sill-courses of the four similar windows
of the E. building. The lower storeys have been
modernised, and the upper ones, which contain two
flats on each floor, call for no remark. As a plaque
on the first-floor front of the W. "land" records,
this was the birthplace both of Henry Erskine, Lord
Advocate (b. 1746) and of his brother Thomas,
afterwards Lord Chancellor (b. 1749).
Both tenements have extensions to the back. The
easternmost of these has five storeys, reached from a
newel-stair with a moulded entrance in Hyndford's
Close, and can hardly be earlier than the 18th
century. The extension to the W. contains a long
vaulted cellar, probably of the 17th century, but the
two storeys above have been reconstructed at some
later date. What had been the ground and first
floors were gutted in the late 18th century and turned
into a hall with a gallery at the sides and a proscenium
opening at the S. end. The floor that was then
removed has now been replaced; but the upper
part of the proscenium still exists, as does the enriched, coved, plaster ceiling of the hall, which is lit
by cupolas.
41. Tweeddale House, 14 High Street.This house takes its name from John, 1st Marquess of
Tweeddale, to whom it was left in 1645 by his grandmother, Lady Margaret Ker. Standing at the back
of Tweeddale Court, it overlooked a large, terraced
garden which extended as far S. as the Cowgate,
where the 18th-century arch of the stable-entrance
can still be seen. It was built in the last quarter of
the 16th century,· and for the last hundred years has

1 Vols. xxv (1890-1), pp. 138 and 333; xxvii
'1892-3), p. 406; and xxxiii (1898-9), pp. 80 and

• Probably by John Layng, Keeper of the Signet.
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been the headquarters of Messrs. Oliver and Boyd,
publishers; previously it was the head office of the
British Linen Company's Bank. The alterations
required to make the fabric suitable for business
purposes have necessarily been extensive, and to-day
little or nothing is left of the earlier domestic arrangement. In the original scheme a plain, oblong,
rubble-built block ran E. and W. and contained two
storeys, an attic, and a garret towards the court,
with an additional storey towards the back, where
the ground falls away. Two additions now cover
part of the front, but between them lies the entrance,
a Renaissance doorway of the 18th century with a
rusticated architrave and channelled lintel, sheltered
by a Doric porch of the early 19th century. On the
E. of the entrance is a large and boldly-moulded
window bearing the date 1576 in the upper dexter
corner. This window was cut down in the 17th
century to make a doorway, but was restored to its
original function in the following century by the
insertion, within the old opening, of new jambs,
lintel and sill. The original window and the
masonry immediately surrounding it seem to be
earlier than the rest of the front. Beneath it a short
flight of steps led until recently into the lowest
storey, which otherwise was accessible from the back
only. The inner end of the steps can still be seen,
but they do not look older than the 18th century.
On the first floor three large chamfered windows, all
grooved for glazing, have been enlarged by the
cutting down of their sills.
From the back, or S., the W. end of the house is
seen to be a comparatively recent addition, while
the remainder of this side is apparently late 17thor early 18th-century work. The dressings of the
windows, many of which have been renewed, are
either rounded or chamfered at the arris. On the
floor at the level of the courtyard there are a door to
the garden and eight windows; above and below
are seven. The internal arrangement seems to go
no further back than the time of the Bank, the
vaulted cellarage at the W. end, for example, being
obviously a series of strong-rooms; but the kitchen
is known to have been situated on the lowest floor,
and its fine grate is preserved in the collection at
Huntly House (No. 104).
Most of the garden has been built over, and
during the construction of the westernmost addition
a draw-well was found near the S. end. In the
front courtyard is a shed, in which sedan-chairs are
said to have been housed in the 18th century.

42. Earl of Morton's House, 8 Blackfriars
Street.-This interesting late 16th-century house,
which stands on the W. side of Blackfriars Street and
extends to Strichen's Close behind, has been considerably altered both in the 17th century, when the
uppermost of its five storeys seems to have been
100
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added, and also more recently. Oblong on plan, it
has a. circular stair-tower projecting from the N.E.
corner and containing the entrance, a late Gothic
doorway with an ogival head which is almost identical
with the one mentioned in No. I I. In the tympanum
is an uncarved shield supported by two unicorns and
surmounted by a crown. The rubble masonry is
harled towards the street so that a complete examination of the front is at present impossible. But
beside the stair tower the outer wall still shows signs
of disturbance where the wooden galleries visible in
Drummond's drawing of 1857 have been removed.
The southernmost window on the ground floor is
chamfered, as are also four others on the floors above,
while a window on the second floor has handsomely
moulded jambs. Although these windows are
certainly older than the others, which have backset
margins like the windows opening upon Strichen's
Close, they may not b~ original seeing that the
floor-levels inside seem to have been altered.
Internally, the only surviving features of interest
are a fine late 16th-century fireplace, several feet
above the existing ground floor; to the S. of this a
late Gothic niche with an ogival head, containing in
the tympanum an uncarved shield surmounted by a
crown; and, inserted on the N. side, a fragment of
a door-lintel which bears the inscription and date
[IN THE LORD IS] MY HOPE / 1564. A woodcut
reproduced by Wilson 1 shows in the centre of the
inscription a shield bearing either a cross flanked by
the initials I S for JESVS SALVATOR or, more probably,
the sacred monogram IHS. According to the same
authority 2 the lintel originally belonged to a doorway
in an adjoining building to the N., long since removed,
which on the ground floor " consisted of one very
large apartment with a massive stone pillar in the
centre."
1 Memorials, ii, p. 44.
2 Ibid., p. 43.

43. Duchess of Callander's House, 18 J3lackfriars Street.-This oblong tenement, the survivor
of an identical pair, comprises a cellarage, four
storeys and an attic, and stands half-way down the W.
side of Blackfriars Street. It has all the appearance
of an early 18th-century building, and it cannot be
later than 1742 since its position is marked on the
map published in that year by Edgar. At both back
and front the rubble walls rise to a central gab let
above the eaves, and are pierced by windows with
back-set margins, those facing the W. being arranged
symmetrically but the others, which face the street,
having their alinement interrupted by the lights of
the staircase. A central doorway gives direct access
from the street to the newel-stair inside; another
leads from a court behind into the ground floor,
which can, however, also be entered directly from
the main thoroughfare.
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On every floor above the cellarage there has been
a flat of five rooms, four of them having bolectionmoulded fireplaces. The unmoulded fireplace of
the fifth room enables it to be identified as the
kitchen. On the ground-floor the kitchen-fireplace
has been inserted within the recess of an earlier one,
large in size and moulded with a quirked edge-roll,
which dates from the late 16th or early 17th century ;
and this suggests that part of an earlier party-wall
was incorporated in the present building. At the
four corners of each flat are little closets, said to be
Cl oratories"
but evidently privi€s. The lower
floors have been gutted and strengthened and are
now used as a warehouse, but those above are still in
occupation.

44. St. Anne's School, 31 Blackfriars Street.
-The short, unnamed lane on the E. side of Blackfriars Street leads to a little paved yard, enclosed on
E. and S. by the T -shaped block of St. Anne's
School, through the longer limb of which passes a
pend giving entry to the lower ground at the back,
now the playground. The older part of the buildings,
dating from the early 18th century, comprises two
rectangular ranges, one of which, three-storeyed at
the upper end but with an additional storey at the
lower one, runs N. and S., overlooking South Gray's
Close behind, while the other, containing four
storeys, runs E. and W. Both are served by a
spacious turnpike in a semi-octagonal stair-tower
rising within the N. re-entrant angle. The original
purpose of the buildings was clearly domestic, but
the shorter range was long since gutted to make classrooms, while the longer one has been almost wholly
rebuilt. The masonry throughout is rubble. The
windows, where unaltered, have back-set and
chamfered margins, those of the top storey, which
are semi-dormers, having triangular pediments one
of which is surmounted by a small spherical finial.
The entrance, situated in the stair-tower, has
moulded architraves with lugs, and a moulded
cornice. The only internal features possessing any
special interest are three 18th-century fireplaces, all
of which are closed up, and some sections of pine
panelling of late 18th-century date. Some part of
the building is thought to have been used as the
Skinners' Hall, an inference that is to some extent
supported by the fact that South Gray's Close was
known as Skinners' Close.
45. St. Cecilia's Hall, Niddry Street.According to Arnot, l in the time of George I some
gentlemen had been in the habit of meeting weekly
in the Cross-Keys tavern, then kept by a Mr. Steil
who was himself a lover of music and an accomplished singer, for the purpose of performing the
concertos and sonatas of Corelli on harpsicord and
violin. Their numbers grew, until in 1727 they
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formed themselves into a society of seventy members
pledged to hold a weekly concert during eleven
months of the year. Having outgrown the tavern,
they held their meetings in St. Mary's Chapel, now
covered by the buildings of the South Bridge; and
in 1762 they subscribed jointly for the erection of
St. Cecilia's Hall on an adjacent site. The Hall was
designed by Robert Mylne, the architect of Blackfriars Bridge in London, and is said to have been
modelled on the Farnese Theatre at Parma, though
on a much reduced scale.
This building still stands in Niddry Street near
the corner of the Cowgate. The front, which is of
polished ashlar, has its central part advanced. At
the base two projecting belts form a ground course.
In the centre is a doorway with projecting margins,
surmounted by a delicately moulded cornice supported at each end by a scroll-shaped bracket. On
either side there is a window with similar margins,
the one to the N. having a keystone. In the S.
recessed part of the front there is another window,
also with a keystone, while in the corresponding part
to the N. there is a doorway. On the upper floor a
tall window rises in the centre between two blind
windows from a projecting belt. There are also
blind windows in the recessed parts at each side.
The front is completed by a moulded cornice, enriched on the soffit with modillions and surmounted
in its turn by a central raking pediment. The lower
storey is now a store and the upper one has been
altered for use as a dancing-hall. The upper storey
was the original concert-room of which Arnot 2 says
"It is of an oval form; the ceiling, a concave
elliptical dome, lighted solely from the top by a
lanthorn. Its construction is excellently adapted
for musick; and the seats ranged in the room in the
form of an amphitheatre, besides leaving a large area
in the middle of the room, are capable of containing
a company of about five hundred persons. The
orchestre is at the upper end, which is handsomely
terminated by an elegant organ." All that survives
of this arrangement is the coved ceiling with a great
elliptical recess opening to the "lanthorn" or
cupola light. Plans of the building before its
alteration are published in St. Cecilia's Hall, by D.
Fraser Harris, 1899.
1

History, p. 379.

2

Ibid.

46. 3 and 4 Hunter Square .-This property,
standing on the W. side of Hunter Square and looking
out on Stevenlaw's Close behind, was built by the
Edinburgh Merchant Company in 1788 from plans
by John Baxter, who acted in the dual capacity of
architect and contractor. His scheme embraced a
Merchants' Hall on the first and principal floor, two
shops below with five cellars running under the
pavement, and dwelling-houses above. The total
10 I
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cost was estimated at £2,200. 1 To-day the streetfloor and basement are occupied by the Royal Bank
of Scotland, and the upper floors by a firm of warehousemen.
The building has three main storeys with a basement, subterranean in front but partly exposed
behind, and an attic. It was oblong on plan, but for
a shallow central projection at the back to contain
the staircase, until, about the middle of the 19th
century, a single-storeyed saloon was projected W.
in alinement with the mutual N. gable. The front
is of ashlar, channel-jointed on the street floor and
polished above. At either end of it there is a small
Ionic porch, and between the porches four windows;
but this arrangement dates only from 1894, when the
Bank reconstructed the lowest part of the front from
the sub-cornice downwards. From this cornice
four fluted and reeded pilasters, one at each end of
the front and two intermediately spaced, rise through
two storeys and support block friezes, each block
enriched with a carved roundel; above the friezes
the main cornice runs unbroken across the whole
front and is surmounted in its turn by an open
balustrade with pedestals over the pilasters. The
up-per part of the front is thus divided into three
bays. In each bay there are two windows, one on the
first and the other on the second floor, separated by
a fluted horizontal band enriched with carved
roundels, which runs between the pilasters. The
first-floor windows are lofty, unmoulded, roundheaded and recessed, the moulded impost of the
recess stopping against the pilasters; the smaller
second-floor windows are likewise unmoulded but
are lintelled. At each end of the roof a large dormer
has been added to remedy the excessive campceiling that the flat pitch of the roof entailed. The
back of the building is constructed of rubble. Its
only features are a plain pediment and a Venetian
window, both in the staircase projection. As in
front, the roof has been altered to improve two attic
rooms at the back of the building.
The doorway in the S. end of the front gives access
to the bank premises, which occupy the greater
part of the street and basement floors. The tellinghall, into which the doorway opens, faces the street
and is entirely modern apart from an exceptionally
fine mantelpiece of carved pine, having a ship supported on dolphins as the central motif on its frieze.
This came from the Hall on the floor above. Behind
the telling-hall is a small lobby where a modern
stair leads off to the basement and a doorway at the
back opens into the agent's room at the S.W. corner
of the building. This room and the basement have
both been modernised. Access can still be had
from the basement to two of the original vaulted
• Crichton seems to have practised in partnership with
Robert Reid, the last holder of the office of King's Master
of Works, who was responsible for the design of Parliament
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cellars below the pavement, but the others, situated
farther N., have been shut off for use by the tenant
of the upper floors. The doorway in the N. end of
the front opens into a passage running inside and
parallel to the mutual N. gable, and emerging in a
cross lobby at the N.W. corner of the building. A
doorway on the W. leads into the saloon. On the
S. is the main staircase, together with a side stair to
the basement. This latter stair, which seems to
have originally given access to the whole of the
basement, now admits only to the parts beneath the
saloon, passage and main staircase. The main
staircase, of scale-and-platt type, rises from the
street-level to the attic. On the first floor the old
Merchants' Hall is still undivided and remains substantially intact, running the whole width of the
frontage. It is lit by the three lofty windows facing
E. The walls have a panelled dado of wood and
above this are panelled in 'plaster; the plaster panelmouldings are reeded and have leaves twisted at
intervals round the reeding. At either end of the
Hall is . a central projecting chimney-breast; the
contemporary plaster cornice can still be seen
returning round this, but the fireplaces themselves
are concealed. The rest of the wood-work is for the
most part modern. Behind the Hall are two small,
featureless rooms situated one on each side of the
staircase, and, as the Hall is very lofty, there are two
small mezzanine rooms, also quite featureless, above
them.
The second floor, once a dwelling house, has been
opened out so that the front room now has the same
area as the Hall below. The only vestiges of the
domestic arrangement are two fireplaces, one in each
gable, with stock mantelpieces enriched in stucco
dura. There is a dado panelling on the walls. As
below, there are two small rooms at the back, the S.
one having an enriched wooden mantelpiece of no
great merit. The same arrangement now holds good
for the attic floor, as this also has a single large room
to the front and two small rooms at the back. The
front room has a fireplace at each end with a wooden
mantelpiece enriched in stucco dura. There is
another mantelpiece of this type in the N.W. room.
The N .E. room has a stone mantelpiece and was
evidently once a kitchen.
1 MS. Minute Book of the Edinburgh Merchant
Company, 19 June, 1788, ff.

47. The Bank of Scotland, Bank Street.-In
1806 the Bank of Scotland, then housed in Old Bank
Close in the Lawnmarket, built new premises in
Bank Street after designs by Richard Crichton.·
Bank Street had been formed as recently as 1798,
and the slope beneath it, on which Crichton placed
Square. (Transactions of the Edinburgh Architectural
Association, ii, p. 216 .)
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his building, consisted mainly of forced soil, the
accumulation of centuries. 4s a result of this, deep
excavations had to be made to secure a firm foundation and, although Crichton adapted his design to
the site by making three storeys above Bank Street
and as many below it, there remained beneath the
lowest floor a cavity 30 ft. deep of which no use could
be made.* Apart from a three-sided bay projecting
from the centre of the N. side, where the telling-hall
was situated, the new building was oblong on plan,
with its major axis running E. and W.; either end
of the E. and W. sides was set forward, and on the
front or S. side there was a corresponding projection
on each side of the central entrance. The N. or
back elevation was considered unsightly on account
of its cliff-like appearance; its lower part was
accordingly masked by, a detached screen-wall
which, when seen from the New Town, had the
effect of foreshortening the building and of giving it
a base on which to stand. To judge by contemporary
illustrations, the other elevations were restrained and
dignified and 'in the Palladian style: if they showed
no great originality, they were at least proportionate.
Their detail was that commonly employed at the
time for public buildings-channel-jointing on the
lower part in contrast with polished ashlar above;
the use of shafts and pilasters on projections to
support a full entablature surmounted by a balustrade; lower windows with channel-jointed lintels or
arch-heads; upper windows having moulded architraves and pediments, and, invariably, blind balustrades below the sills. On the main pediment,
which was situated in the balustrade directly over the
entrance, were displayed the arms of the Bank: A
saltire can toned with four sovereigns, supported by
reclining female figures, the dexter one holding a
cornucopia and the sinister one a pair of scales.
From the roof roSe a masonry drum supporting a
depressed, lead-covered dome.
By the middle of the 19th century the Bank had
decided to remodel its premises, and in 1852 it
obtained designs, either directly or through a competition, from Thomas Hamilton, architect of the
High School in Edinburgh and of the Burns Monument at Ayr. These designs .are still in the Bank's
possession, and one of them, which is illustrated by
a perspective elaborately rendered in watercolour,
turns the faryade to the N. and exploits the artistic
possibilities of the site to the full. Crichton's
building, however, remained intact until 1865, when
it was recast by David Bryce in its present Italianate
form. Bryce built up from the screen-wall, added
to the sides campaniles surmounted by statues, and
threw out in front two wings linked by a low screen,
above which may be seen the only surviving part of
the original front, encased in new stone. He re-
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placed the original dome by another of Renaissance
type surmounted by a cast-iron statue of Fame. He
gutted the inside of the building, leaving none of
Crichton's finishings; his new woodwork is of
Memel pine and the workmanship is of the highest
order.
In the present arrangement the entrance opens
into a transverse hall with a fine staircase of Memel
pine on the E. Behind the hall is the telling-hall,
the ceiling of which has been lowered since Bryce's
day; and at each side are offices, some in the shell of
Crichton's building and others in the parts added by
Bryce. The hall rises through two storeys and
contains a landing which gives access to other
offices. On the floor above lies the Governors' suite
and a caretaker's house. Beneath the level of the
entrance are three storeys of vaulted store-rooms.
Among the furnishings of the Bank may be mentioned the "Darien chest," a stout wooden chest
with sides protected by iron straps and provided with
an iron lid; a grandfather clock by Thomas Gordon
(1703-43) with a dial of steel and brass and a case of
walnut; and a contemporary barometer, likewise
possessing a steel and brass dial and a walnut case.

48. 89 West Bow.-The foot of Victoria Street
is the lower and surviving end of the West Bow, that
steep, tortuous thoroughfare which ran from the
Grassmarket to the Castle Hill between the tall,
serrated, antique tenements recorded in Hamilton's
survey. Here a group of five old houses has escaped
destruction. Of these No. 89, the one farthest up
the incline, is possibly the most interesting. This
tall, narrow ashlar-faced tenement presents its gable
to the street in a typical late 17th-century elevation,
in which a crow-stepped gab let rises above the eaves
at back and front. In all it contains five storeys,
each a separate flat of three rooms. The ground
floor is now a shop, with a modern shop-front.
Each of the three floors immediately above have
three windows towards the street, those of the
second and third floors rising from string-courses,
while each gab let has two windows. The upper part
of the front gab let was a pigeon-loft. The upper
floors are entered from a common stair in the property to the N., which is relatively modern and
therefore not included in this Inventory. The first
floor has been gutted, but one room towards the front
still retains wall panelling and a fireplace of the 18th
century. On the second floor two rooms facing the
front have been thrown into one and panelled like
the one beneath them, but their bolection-moulded
fireplaces survive to indicate what the original
arrangement was. The room at the back still has
good 17th-century panelling and a fireplace of the
same time.

• The cavity extends to a depth of 6 ft. below the level of Market Street on the N.
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49. 93 West Bow.- Next door to the last, and
also standin g end-on to the street, is a five-storeyed
teneme nt of slightly later date. The front, treated
in a series of panels formed, as at 86 High Street,
by continu ing and repeating the window-dressings,
has a curvilinear gable-head with two oval openings
for pigeons in its upper part. The ground floor has
been modern ised as a post-office. At the right-h and
corner a straight wooden stair, which has been
altered at its lower end, rises to a lobby on the firstfloor landing, whence a narrow scale-a nd-plat t stair,
also of wood, gives access to the floors above. The
ceiling of the lobby is enriche d with roundels, all
having a diminu tive central pendan t. Each of the
upper floors contains three rooms, two of which are
or have been panelled and have fireplaces characteristic of the early 18th century. In the panelling of
the front room of the first floor is incorporated a
corner cupboa rd for displaying china, but its lower
part has been destroyed to make way for a doorway
into the room behind.
50. 95-99 West Bow.- The five-storeyed tenement standin g third from the foot of the incline is
typical of the second quarter of the 18th century.
The front, enriche d by a single string-course above
the ground floor, is harled, the back-set windowdressings being left expose d; and it has two skewed
gab lets rising above the eaves, the one surmou nted
by a fleur-de-lys for finial, the other by a chimneystalk. At the street level, a central passage runs
beneath the buildin g to a court behind, where lay
the entranc e to the stair by which the upper floors
were reache d-an arrange ment that still obtains,
althoug h the old stair has been demolished and
replaced by a new one within an adjoining building.
On each side of the passage is a shop, that on the
right having a moulde d doorway with a triangu lar
pedime nt bearing in the tympan um the date 1729.
Interna lly the teneme nt has been considerably
altered. In the original arrange ment there were
apparen tly three rooms on every floor, two of which
were panelled. Most of the surviving panelling,
however, like the older fireplaces, can be dated to
the close of the century .

51. 102 West Bow.- On the E. side of the West
Bow there is a large double teneme nt of five storeys,
an attic, and a garret, which may be referred to the
beginni ng of the 18th century . It is oblong on plan
with a semi-octagonal stair-to wer projecting into a
court behind, which is entered from a central passage
passing beneath the building. The masonr y is of
rubble, and is harled. On the ground floor two
modern shops occupy either side of the passage.
The four storeys above these each have six windows,
with back-set margins, facing the street. Above the
eaves rise two gablets, each of which has two windows
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to light the attic. The garret is lit by storm windows
formed in the steeply-pitched roof. The gables are
crow-stepped towards the court, but towards the
street they have skewed tablings with scrolled skewputs. There has been less alteration inside this
buildin g than inside most of its contemporaries, and
the arrange ment can consequ ently be given with
some certainty. The turnpik e stair is entered from
the inner end of the passage and gives access, on
every floor, to a flat of five rooms and a lobby;
three rooms en suite face the street while the other
two, separated by the lobby, overlook the court. In
general these rooms are large and well-proportioned,
and most of them are panelle d; several of the
fireplaces, which have marble surroun ds and wooden
mantelpieces with carton pierre enrichm ent, have
been inserted at a later time.

52. 1 Grass marke t.-Thi s address covers two
adjoining tenements, situated at the corner of the
West Bow and Grassmarket, which have in the course
of time become a single propert y and are to-day used
as a warehouse. The S. teneme nt is the older and
more interesting, and in its prime was one of the
finest domestic buildings in Edinbu rgh. There is
some evidence that it originally stood open on three
sides, but Gordon 's map shows that before 1647 other
buildings had already grown up upon its N. side and
also proves that the fabric now seen represe nts a
rebuilding subsequ ent to that year (infra). On plan
it includes an oblong main block, five storeys and an
attic in height, facing the market-place and present ing
one gable to the West Bow, with a small rectang ular
tower, surmou nted by a belfry, projecting from the
S.W. corner; but the re-entra nt angle thus formed
is now only apparen t from the first floor upward s as
the base of the main block has been carried forwards
at some later time into line with the face of the
tower. The lower part of the face of the tower runs
at an angle to the main block, but the upper part is
set parallel to it by means of corbelling. The lowest
windows of the front are modern. Each of the four
main upper floors has four windows, while the attic
has two within a gabled projection rising above the
eaves which, if it is not wholly an 18th-century
addition, must represe nt a reconstruction made in
that period. These windows are large and those of
the tower are smaller ; al1 have margins either
chamfered or rounde d at the arrises. Beneath the
second-floor and third-floor windows of the front
there have been string-courses at the level of the
sills; these also extende d across the E. gable and
returne d upwards near the N.E. corner. The upper
part of the tower with its ogival roof seems to be
quite modern. The exposed gable is blank, save for
the string-courses already mention ed and the win-.
dows at either end, which are unmoul ded. Until
recently the masonry was for the most part covered
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with cement, although ashlar work could still be
seen at the S.W. corner of the tower; it has now,
however, been cleaned, and the process has exposed
the remains of a built-up doorway at the N .E.
corner. This has a heavily moulded architrave and
the lil'ltel is inscribed [16 BLESSED BE] GOD FOR AL
HIS GIFTIS 66, thus supplying a date for the reconstruction of the building. Another built-up doorway
can be seen at the S.E. corner; and several built-up
windows, which appear to be secondary, rest on the
string-courses of the first and second floors.
The building has been gutted and all the partitions
removed, with the result that every floor has become a
single large apartment and the original method of
division is left more or less doubtful. Each floor
has apparently been a separate flat, the lowest one
entered off the Grassmarket and those above from a
turnpike approached from the West Bow. This is
still extant within the N.E. corner. There is nothing
worth noting on the ground floor except the projection of the stair-well, within the N.E. corner, and
two recesses in the N. wall which can hardly be
anything but window-embrasures closed up. On the
first floor can be traced a suite of three rooms in an
18th-century arrangement and, as on the N. side of
the floor beneath, there seem to be two early windows
built up. The second floor, on the other hand, had
four rooms in the 18th century. A large kitchenfireplace in the N. wall, however, flanked by two
recesses which are probably those of windows, and
a bolection-moulded fireplace in the E. gable, are all
remnants of an earlier state of things. Four rooms,
all of which evidently had pine panelling of the 18th
century, can also be traced upon the third and fourth
floors. But in the attic there were only three rooms,
the one at the E. end showing traces of having been
panelled.
The neighbouring building on the N. has a main
block, facing the West Bow and therefore at right
angles to the last and in line with its E. gable. From
either end of this main block two short wings extend
westwards, the space between, in which there may
once have been wooden galleries, having been partly
filled up at some later time. The front, covered
with cement, is enriched by a single string-course
running above the ground floor in continuation of
one upon the adjoining building. The fact that
there are two doorways and two windows opening
to the street suggests that the ground floor was
divided. At the N.E. corner a forestair with bottlenosed steps gives access to the first floor. The first
and second floors are both lit by two pairs of small
chamfered windows, while another window, above
~he entrance, was perhaps intended to light an
lllternal wooden stair. The attic floor has two

54. The Tailors' Hall and associated
buildings, 137 Cowgate.
The article which
follows has been based upon a report on the buildings prepared expressly for the purposes of this
Inventory by two former members of the Commission, the late Mr. Thomas Ross, LL.D., and
the late Professor G. Baldwin Brown, and published
in full in The Book of the Old Edinburgh Club, xi,
pp. 125 if.
Apart from St. Giles' Church (No. 2) and the
Magdalen Chapel (No. 6), the Tailors' Hall is the
most important building now surviving in Edinburgh
that possesses a connection with the life of the
mediaeval trade-corporations. As the Magdalen
Chapel became the home of the Hammermen's
Incorporation, so the Tailors' Hall, as its name
implies, belonged to the Incorporation of Tailors
and was their corporate seat. The earlier history of
the site is beyond the scope of this article, but the
following points, which have been drawn from a
variety of documents,'*' are of general interest.

• For information on sources, and for fuller details
than can be given here--particularly regarding the history

of the site before its purchase by the Incorporation of
Tailors--see O.E.C., xi, pp. 125-43 and 158-71.

windows in a crow-stepped gab let rising from the
eaves, surmounted by a third which is intended to
ventilate the roof-space. The gab let-finial was a
fleur-de-lys, and beneath the base of this may be
seen the date 1561; the fac;:ade as a whole, however,
has all the appearance of having been built a century
later. The interior of this building now contains
nothing worthy of note except two fireplaces, which
may be dated to the turn of the 17th and 18th
centuries.

53. 74-78 Grassmarket.-One of the oldest
houses in Edinburgh, which has recently been rebuilt
by the Corporation, stands on the N. side of the
Grassmarket at this address. Built of rubble,
probably once harled, it is oblong on plan and contains four storeys and a garret, the upper floors
being gained from a stair contained within a semioctagonal tower, enriched by two string-courses,
which occupies the centre of the front and encroaches slightly upon the pavement. This tower
seems to be the only survival of the original building.
Its entrance is moulded, and the lintel is inscribed
BLESSED BE GOD FOR AL HIS GIFTIS, with the date 1634
carved below between two sets of initials, I Land
G K, which stand for James Lightbodie and his
spouse Geillis, daughter of Walter Kniblo. Lightbodie was a merchant, and in right of his wife he
was admitted burgess in 1612 and guild-brother
twenty years later. Above the eaves rise two
extensions, one presenting its flank to the street
and the other its gable. The interior has been
modernised.
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The site passed into the Tailors' hands, in two
parcels, in 1620. At that date there stood upon it
several buildings, some of them apparently ruinous,
with two courts or yards. The Hall was built at
once, on the S. side of a court which was probably the
same as one of those mentioned in the charters, and
The buildings that stood,
was completed by 1621.
until 1940,· between the court and the Cowgate
followed more than twenty years later. By 1755 the
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FIG. 269 .-The Tailors' Hall (No. 54); site plan.

Tailors' property is shown, by a fire-insurance policy,
to have consisted of " .
their Tenements in
the form of a Square on the South side of the
Cougate opposite to the Meal Mercat Edinr, Stone
and Slated, viz., a fforeland fronting the Cougate
Consisting of four Stories and Garrets occupied by
Thomas Trotter Breuer & oyrs not Exceeding Eight
hundred pounds Sterling. A Tenement on the
East Side of the Court but Separate from the aforesaid not Exceeding Two hundred pounds money
forsd. A Tenement Adjoining the South Gavel of
the last mentioned which is Us'd for Conveening
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the Incorporation in the third Storie. The two
Stories below are us'd as Malt Lofts occupied by
Thomas Trotter aforesaid not Exceeding four
hundred pounds. A Tenement adjoining the West
Gavel of the last mentioned Used for Malt Barn or
Granaries not Exceeding fourty pounds. Breu-house
& Malt Kiln adjoining on the West Side of the
Court Separate from the aforesaid Buildings not
Exceeding sixty pounds all Stone and Slated . . . "
The foregoing references to brewing are of some
interest, as the brewing industry, which seems to
have been established in this part of the City by
the end of the sixteenth century, has maintained
itself there down to the present day. In the
eighteenth century another part of the premises was
occupied by a printer, while the Hall itself, during
the second quarter of that century, was used intermittently as a theatre. . In the early nineteenth
century one, at least, of the rooms served as a school.
In 1801 the Argyle Brewery acquired the whole of
the Tailors' property in the Cowgate with the
exception of the building numbered I I on Fig. 269,
which the Incorporation reserved to itself.
It is interesting to record that the meeting of 27th
February, 1638, at which the draft of the National
Covenant was approved, was held in the Hall; also
that during the CromweIlian period the Hall was
used as a court-house by the Commissioners
administering the forfeited estates of the Royalists.
The Tailors' Hall and the demolished buildings
that formerly fronted on the Cowgate were
arranged in courtyard fashion, the courtyard
measuring about 48 ft. from E. to W. by 52 ft.
from N. to S. and the buildings on the latter sides
being of early seventeenth-century date and very
characteristic examples of city architecture of that
time. Those on the E. and W. sides are relatively
modern structures. Entering from the Cowgate
through a wide pend or cart-entrance under the front
land, the visitor found himself in the courtyard
opposite the Hall, a plain but striking building which
was originally only three storeys in height, the present
fourth storey being an addition of the eighteenth
century. The projecting tower at the E. end contains
the wide wheel-stair, and so converts the simple
oblong building into the L-plan so characteristic
of the seventeenth century.
During its later history the building has been
dealt with very freely, and without any regard to
what one may suppose to have been the original
intention. For example, the ground floor of the
main block has been altered to serve as an engineroom and store. Two of its three doorways have
been built up and a wide, modern doorway has been
broken out. Only one of the windows has survived.

• These buildings were demolished while the present article was in preparation.
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Then, on the floor above, the entrance to the Hall
has been changed and its old doorway filled in,
while the floor itself has been raised about 3 ft. to
the level of the window-sills. A new storey has
been added, and the main stair has been continued
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floor was not entered by the wheel-stair, as might
have been expected from the spacious and easy
construction of the latter, but by a forestair leading
up from the courtyard in front of the door. There
were several contemporary mansion-houses in the
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FIG . 27o .-The Tailors ' Hall and associated buildings (No . 54) .

upwards to serve it. Timber beams, supported
by timber posts, all strongly trussed, have been
added beneath the joists in the centre of each ceiling
to support the heavy loads necessitated by the use of
the building as a brewery. The Hall on the first

locality which had their principal entrance arranged
in this manner. The doorway is of simple and
dignified design, having a broad back-fillet round
the opening with a sharply relieved bead on the
inner edge, turning upwards in a quirk at the centre
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of the lintel. The doorway is differentiated from
the windows by being at a lower level and by having
its lintel shouldered at each end. Except for its
windows and a number of recesses, the interior of
the Hall, which is now used as a store, is quite
uninteresting. It is connected by a doorway with the
staircase of an older building on the W., to which
a reference is made below.
The second floor, over the Hall, was reached by
the wheel-stair, and the fine old oak door, ironstudded, can be seen on the right-hand side. The
staircase is entered from the W., and the following
inscription appears over the doorway : TO THE GLORIE OF GOD AND VERTEWIS RENOWNE
THE CWMPANIE OF TAILZEOVRS WITHIN THIS GOOD
TOVNE
FOR MElTING OF THAIR CRAFT THIS HAL HES ERECTED
IN TRVST IN GODS GOODNES TO BE BLIST AND
PROTECTED.

The doorway is a very fine example of its period,
and one of the best remaining in Edinburgh. It is
beautifully moulded along its jambs and lintel, the
latter being a large stone 6 ft. long by about I ft. 9 in.
high. The raised lettering is in four lines, with the
aate 1621 skilfully brought in as shown on the
photograph. (Fig. 264).
The second floor is simply a repetition of the one
below, except that it has windows in the S. wall
on each side of an 18th-century fireplace. From the
stair-landing a projecting stair-turret, placed at the
ingoing angle of the L, led up to a cape-house room
over the stair. The built-up door leading to the
upper stair may still be seen, although the turret
was removed when the existing cape-house and
upper flat were added. A tower-like effect was
obtained by adding a good-sized dormer-window
with a moulded pediment, which was richly adorned
with fleur-de-lys ornaments, two at the base and one
at the apex, and with intermediate S-shaped scrolls
on either side. These latter, it will be observed, are
placed upside down. The pediment still exists, as
shown in Fig. 268. It is built in three courses of large
stones, and is inscribed on the lowest stone thus-
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complicated plan and ha s been a good deal altered.
The ground floor and first floor are of the seventeenth
century, and were already in existence when the
Hall was erected; the intermediate building seems
to be of the nineteenth century. The ground floor
is an arched apartment and has an interior measurement of 20 ft. by 13 ft. by about 6 ft. high. Above
this, and communicating with the first floor of the
Hall by five steps, is a space, now occupied by a
kiln with a passage round it and having an ordinary
fireplace, a feature which seems to indicate that the
space was a room before the introduction of the kiln.
Some 5 ft. up from the kiln floor there is a wide
passage which leads out to Scott's Close. This
passage is on the original level of the sloping ground,
and is now about 3 ft. 6 in. above the level of Scott's
Close. Along one side of it, with an outlet to the
Close, there IS an open gutter which seems to be of
old construction but at present serves no obvious
purpose. On the 'other' side and at a higher level
by about one foot, being adjusted to the rising
ground, there is another room which was some
23 ft. long by 20 ft. wide, and which has an entrance
also on the E. side adjoining the Hall. From the
passage a stair of 18 steps leads up to the back garden,
In 1757 the property was in need of repairs, and
considerable sums of money were raised for these,
the Tailors contributing £300. The top storey was
in all likelihood erected at this time, as a record
exists of a payment made to a joiner for taking down
the old roof. Thirteen years later, in 1770, liberty
was given to the tenant to strike out windows in
the back wall. These are necessarily confined to
the upper part of the wall, the sills being a few
inches above the level of the surface of the back
garden.

The picturesque building that formerly faced
the Cowgate had a frontage of about 65 ft. 6 in.,
and the tenement to the W. extending to Scott's
Close a frontage of about 25 ft. 3 in. These were,
at the date of visit, the finest examples of dId Scottish
street-architecture remaining in Edinburgh. They
were contemporary, the larger dated 1644 and the
GOD GIVE HIS BLISING / TO THE TAILZER CRAFT / IN THE
other 1643. They were about 60 ft. high, but
GOOD TOVN OF / EDINBURGH.
The stone in the being in a very narrow street they were not easily
middle appears to have been ornamented.
seen. Fig. 267 shows the upper part of the elevation,
which was very arresting and owed its fine effect to
The original entrance from the garden ' to the
its diversified skyline and the happy grouping of all
upper hall has been built up. The doorway was
its parts in one straight surface. There was at each
marked off from the walling by a broad polished
end of the main building a common stair with an
and moulded back-fillet having a neat cornice aboveentrance door, and with small-sized windows for
all now much mutilated. There was another access .
lighting the stair. These windows were not placed
from the garden and this, by an open stair at the
over the doors but a little to one side. High up
W. end of the Hall, led down to the lower hall, and
above each entrance there was a lofty crow-stepped
to the passage leading to Scott's Close.
gab let with a centre window of good size. In the
At the W. end of the Hall there is a projecting centre of the front there was a wide-arched entrance,
building which extends to Scott's Close. It is of a with windows in the upper storeys, and on the first
108
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floor, between the windows, the ornamental panel
described below. Above the pend there was a wide,
lofty gab let, crow-stepped and having a double
window in the apex. On each side of this gab let,
and close to it, there was a lofty and substantial
chimney, these features constituting the centre of
the design. On the two remaining sections on each
side of the centre, and extending to the gab lets
already described, there was a wide, double dormerwindow of one storey, the pediments of which were
plain, not crow-stepped, and had thistle-shaped
finials. Above these there were dormer windows of
wood on the roof. The street floor contained two
shops, one on each side of the wide entrance. The
front of each had two windows with a door between.
The E. shop had these openings very neatly moulded
with a small wooden frame rounded at the corners.
The other, which had splayed window-margins, was
in a very forlorn state when visited. Over the
shops there was a timber cornice, and beneath the
second- and third-floor windows a moulded stone
string-course breaking at some of the windows.
The tenement was a block measuring about 66 ft.
long by about 25 ft. wide and having two back
wings separated by a space 10 ft. wide which was
open to the sky, the whole width from back to
front being 43 ft. This main block with wings was
very reminiscent of the Scottish house-planning of
long periods, both earlier and later. On each flat
there were two houses of three and four rooms each.
It is probable that the houses on the fourth floor
included the attics in their accommodation.
The narrow-fronted tenement to the W. had a
wheel-stair, in which there were angled openings
to the rooms within-apparently a device for
lighting the stair economically at night. As the
dated stones already mentioned show, it was built
the year before the one just described, was of the
same height, and had, like it, a shop on the street
floor above which there were " some three rooms.
The windows were arranged three on each flat.
The gab lets corresponded fairly well with those on
the adjoining building except that they were not
crow-stepped. One of the rooms had a rather
interesting ceiling of plaster, in the centre of which
there appeared something like the bust of a woman
with what appeared to be a feathered head-dress.
Another room, an attic, was exceedingly quaint by
reason of its irregular shape, its sloping roof and
upright walls, and its lighting. On the lintel of the
stair door there was inscribed: R.H. 0 MAGNIFIE
THE LORD WITH ME I. H. / AND LET US EXALT HIS
NAME TOGETHER / ANNO DOMINI 1643. The initials
are evidently those of Robert Hardie, maltman
burgess of Edinburgh, and of his wife Jean Hunter. l
Above the inscription was a panel (Fig. 266) representing two porters carrying a cask on a pole supported
on their shoulders. A similar scene, dated 1678, is
109
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sculptured, along with a ship and other things, on a
stone in Tolbooth Wynd, Leith (No. 241).
The carved panel over the archway (Fig. 265) was
enclosed by pilasters and a pediment, on the low
part of which was inscribed, within a moulded
frame, the couplet:
ALMICHTIE GOD WHO FOUND/ED BUILT AND CROUND /
THIS WORK WITH BLESSINGS / MAK IT TO ABOUND.
In the upper part was a pair of shears within a
garland of bay leaves, mantled with a swag of
drapery caught up at the corners and draped round
a human head in the centre. The date 1644 was
carved on each side of the head.
INSCRI BED STONE.-The inscribed stone in the
modern wall at the top of the garden has no immediate
connection with the Tailors' Hall, but came from
Minto House which stood in the vicinity. It will,
however, be convenient to record it here. The
inscription runs: HAEC SI TU POSTULES / RATIONE
CERTA FACERE NIHILO PLUS AGAS / QUAM SI DES
OPERAM UT CUM RATIONE INSANIAS (" To ask for
these things to be confirmed by reason is just as
idle as to try to be rationally mad"). SR GILBERT
ELIOT OF MINTO BARRONETT DAME HELEN STEWART.
Sir Gilbert Elliot, second Baronet, married Helen
Steuart of Allanbank in 1720 and became a Lord
of Session with the title of Lord Minto in 1726.
1 Cf. Edinburgh (Burgh) Sasines, under date
August 13th, 1642.

55. The Candlemakers' Hall, etc., 36
Candlemaker Row.-By the beginning of the
16th century candlemaking had already become a
specialised industry in Edinburgh. The craftsmen
who engaged in it were incorporated some time
before 1517, and their Incorporation flourished,
although it had no civic status, until the introduction
of gas lighting in the first decades of the 19th
century. Being generally regarded as undesirable
neighbours on account of the nuisance caused by
the melting tallow, the craftsmen were forbidden by
the Town Council to have their workshops on the
main thoroughfares ; and in 1654, when a candlemaker's workshop in Forrester's Wynd took fire,
the Town Council recommended that the craft
should be segregated, on account of this risk.
Ultimately, however, it was granted the use of
certain waste ground near the Society Port in the
Flodden Wall, to the E. of Greyfriars Churchyard,
for its workshops, and it accordingly settled in that
neighbourhood. In 1722 the Candlemakers began to
build the tenement that contained their Convening
Hall, their "Boxmaster," William Braidwood,
entering into a contract with James Watson, late
Deacon of the Masons' Incorporation, for its construction at a cost of £200, the necessary material
to be supplied by the Boxmaster. l
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This tenement is still extant as No. 36 Candlemaker Row, the S. unit of an almost identical pair
standing at the head of Candlemaker Row. Oblong
on plan but for a rectangular stair-tower, which
projects towards the street from the S. end, it is
four storeys in height and is buiIt of rubble. The
moulded entrance to the staircase is surmounted by
a weatherworn panel, containing a shield, with
helm and mantling, above a scrolled cartouche.
The date 1722 is incised upon the lower margin,
and the arms of the Incorporation, with their motto
" Omnia manifesta luce," are said to have once been
visible. The lowest floor is entered from the street.
Each floor above was a separate flat, while the
Convening Hall occupied the top storey. This
Hall, the only internal part of the building that is
of interest, is a square, pine-panelled "throughroom," with a plaster ceiling on which traces of
painted decorations were formerly visible. _ It is
lit by large windows on each side, two facing the
street and two others looking into the churchyard
behind. High up on the walls are fixed a series of
twelve panels recording "mortifications" made
between 1685 to 1798; all the inscriptions were
apparently lettered at about the same time, some on
~he top of older ones. This tenement has recently
been restored by the Town Council.
The adjoining tenement, No. 40 Candlemaker
Row, formerly known as Henry's Land, is partly
earlier and partly later than its neighbour, for its
two lower storeys were already in existence in 1722
while the two upper ones and the staircase, which
is almost central, were added some time after the
Convening Hall was built. Nos. 46 and 54 Candlemaker Row, both rubble-built, featureless tenements
of three storeys, may be referred to the second
quarter of the 18th century.
10.E.C., xvii, pp. 91-146.

56. Geor~e Heriot's Hospital.-George
Heriot, a descendant of the Heriots of Trabroun, a
well-connected East Lothian family,*' was born at
Edinburgh in 1563, the eldest son of a substantial
goldsmith. He followed his father's calling, and on
his marriage to Christian Marjoribanks in 1586 set
up on his own account in a "krame" or booth
attached to the N.E. corner of St. Giles' Church.
In 1588 he gained admission to the Incorporation of
Goldsmiths, of which he was Dean in 1598, in
1603-4 and in 1607-8.1 Having been appointed
goldsmith to the Queen in 1597, and to King James
VI four years later, he followed the Court on its
removal to London and there enjoyed a very large
share of the Royal and public patronage. He
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married secondly Alison Primrose, daughter of the
Clerk to the Privy Council, but became a widower
once more in 1612, and died without legal issue.
When he died in London on 12th February
1623-4, he left a fortune in houses, land, mortgages
and loans, as well as pictures, jewels and other stock
in trade. The residue of his estate, amounting to
£23,625 10S. 3!d., he bequeathed to the municipality
and clergy of Edinburgh to found and endow a
hospital for the maintenance and education of
fatherless boys, sons of freemen of the town of
Edinburgh, which hospital was to be governed by
statutes either made by himself or framed after his
death by his nephew, Dr. Waiter Balcanquhal,
Dean of Rochester. Although the executors were
zealous, the estate necessarily took some time to
wind up and in the end certain large sums, which
were still due ten years later from the Duke of
Buckingham and the royal family, had to be compounded at a heavy loss. Nevertheless the project
began to take shape in 1627, when Dr. Balcanquhal
came to Edinburgh and met the magistrates and
clergy. With commendable promptitude the matter
of a site was settled in a single day; one at the foot
of Gray's Close and Todrick's Wynd, which Heriot
had himself bequeathed for the purpose, was unanimously rejected as being too small, and another
was selected at High Riggs, on ground lately
acquired by the magistrates from Sir George Touris
of Inverleith. t On this field of 8i acres, lying on
the uneven hillside between Greyfriars Churchyard
and the Flodden Wall, the new building was to be
erected "conforme to the paterne of the same
given be the said Dean of Rochester," and material
was ordered forthwith in order that building might
be started nine months later. In point of fact the
first sod was turned on 3rd June 1628, while the
foundation stone was solemnly laid on 1st July, as
is testified by an inscription cut on the basement
course of the building at its N.W. corner. The
master mason and his men received two rose-nobles
for drink-silver on the occasion, and the barrowmen
£6 13s. 4d. Scots. This master mason was none
other than William Wallace, the King's Master
Mason, a craftsman renowned both for his skill in
carving and for his ability in design.
There has been considerable controversy as to the
identity of the architect of the Hospital, but nothing
is known except that the" paterne" was supplied
by the Dean of Rochester. That is to say, Dr.
Balcanquhal no doubt specified his requirementspossibly suggesting that an existing building should
be taken as a model since the plan is not abreast
sold 8t acres to the Hospital for 7,65 0 merks. The ground
purchased had been incorporated with the burgh in free
burgage by a charter of the Great Seal, and was the. only
acquisition held on a similar footing to the burgh Itself.

• From whom George Buchanan was also descended.

t The magistrates did not lose by this transaction, as
they had purchased 10 acres for 5,800 merks and now
IIO
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of its time-and these were drawn out by some
master mason, in all probability Wallace, for the
whole is characteristically Scots in detail. Wallace
died in 1631 and William Ay ton, a notable mason
from Fife, was appointed as his successor in the
following year, on engaging to remove to Edinburgh.·
His contract bound him not only to hew mouldings
and carve with his own hands and to direct his
subordinates and follow the model set by his predecessor, but also to re-design and draw out any
details necessary for the further embellishment of
the building, making the actual moulds and patterns
with his own hands.
As the extent of the operations under:.taken in any
one year was governed, as a general rule, by the
amount of the annual income received from investments, progress was necessarily slow. Moreover, at
the time of the first Bishops' War the revenue failed
altogether, and building had therefore to be suspended and was not resumed until 1642. Then, in
1650, as the work was approaching completion,
Cromwell took the place over as quarters for his
sick and wounded, and eight years had to elapse
before it was vacated. But a claim to the Hospital
and its whole revenue, made by the Protector in 1651
on the ground that the testator's wishes had not
been carried out, was successfully resisted, the
sequestration being removed in 1654. At length, in
June 1659, the Hospital was solemnly dedicated in
the presence of the whole body of magistrates, and
was opened with thirty scholars clad, as the statutes
prescribed, in doublets, breeches, and stockings or
hose, all of sad-russet cloth, with gowns of the
same colour and black hats and strings. But even
in 1692 the S.E. side was still not quite finished,
while the steeple also, the design for which had
been approved as far back as 1676 by Sir William
Bruce, the eminent Scottish architect, was still
incomplete.
In ' 1693, however, Robert Mylne,
then King's Master Mason, submitted a design
for its completion and carried the work to a close.
Finally, gardens were laid out around the building,
and these became a fashionable promenade.
The only approach to the Hospital was on the N .,
from the Grassmarket, by way of a steep narrow
street called Heriot's Bridge; the N. aspect of the
new work alone was open, the other three sides
being shut off respectively by the Flodden Wall, by
Telfer's extension of it, and by the boundary of
Greyfriars Churchyard. With characteristic Scots
economy only the front was built of ashlar, rubble
being deemed sufficient for the back and sides.
But about 1828, when the approach was transferred
to the S. side, the governors decided to re-face the
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back and sides with ashlar, leaving the moulded
and carved work undisturbed. This was done in
1833, and the work was so skilfully executed that
the alteration can be detected only by contrasting
the cold hue of the Craigleith stone then used with
the golden colour of the original stone quarried at
Ravelston. Otherwise the fabric is all of a piece and
is the most complete embodiment of the Jacobean
conception of formal architecture that is to be seen
not in Edinburgh alone but in the whole of Scotland.
The primary elements of the design, moreover, are
sufficiently simple and virile to support their rich
clothing of ornament, which is everywhere logically
applied. Embellishment here takes the form of
enriched quoin-stones and crow-steps, moulded
string-courses, carved window-pediments, sun-dials,
corbelling and niches, with ornately fluted chimneystalks over all, some of which are set out on gab lets.
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION.-Standing on a
gentle eminence which has been terraced all round,
the Hospital is a square block built round a quadrangle measuring 92 ft. 6 in. each way, three sides
being symmetrical and Renaissance in treatment
while the chapel, which occupies the S. side, originally
the back of the building, is late Gothic and has
windows which remain as the finest examples in
Scotland of the last phase of this style. At all four
external corners square towers rise one storey above
the three-storeyed wings, while smaller towers at
the centres of the wings add to the interest and
break the long lines of roof. The corner towers
are all surmounted by bartizans with " rounds," but
the two to the S. were at first given pavilion roofs
for reasons of economy. t The central feature on
the N. is a domed clock-tower, IIO ft. in height,
which Robert Mylne finished in 1693'--some idea
of its previous appearance can be gained from
Slezer's view published in that year. The small
towers to E. and W. are stair-towers, while that to
the S. contains the bay window of the chapel, all
three having ogival roofs. In the four corners of the
courtyard rise other stair-towers, also with ogival
roofs. Between those on the N. and E. run loggias.
Until the beginning of the 19th century a draw-well,
with a carved superstructure erected about 1647,
occupied the centre of the courtyard.
The entrance (Figs. 274-5), situated in the centre of
the N. fa«;ade, calls for special notice. The portico
is Doric Renaissance, with a sculptured frieze in
which the easternmost panel shows a goldsmith at
work and, above, the motto FUNDENDO FUNDAVI
(" By founding, I have founded "). The second
portrays those whom the charity was designed to
assist-" Charity" with an infant in her arms and

• He became a burgess in 1640.

t In 1648 John Mylne, the master mason, and John
Scott, the master wright, suggested that the S.W. tower
III

should be made uniform with the towers to the N ., as
had originally been intended . The Town Council agreed
that the tower ought to be rebuilt, and decided to recommend the change to the Hospital authorities.
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two naked children at her skirts stands at one side centres of the E. and W. sides; the remainder are
an altar on which lies a heart, with a sphere set out on the outer faces of the towers. The pediabove surrounded with a halo and inscribed with ments of the upper range of windows on the N.
the name of the Deity in Hebrew. A figure on the side of the courtyard contain a series of seven
other side may represent Piety, but the label intended portrait-busts which are held to represent Henrietta
for its identification is uncarved. A scroll falling Maria, Charles I, Anne of Denmark, James VI,
in front of this figure is inscribed HIS COR INCALVIT Princess Elizabeth, the Elector Palatine and the
(" Towards these my heart has warmed") . The young Prince Henry. The pediments of the storey
next panel shows five pupils in the original costume below contain a series of smaller heads and, in one
of the Hospital accompanied by two of their case, the Founder's arm~. The upper pediments on
guardians. An index hand, flanked by the founder's the E. side contain carvings of the four evangelists,
initials G H, points from a cloud, representing with King David at one end and King Solomon at
heaven, to the motto SIC VOS DEVS, VT VOS EOS (" May the other, while those below have conventional
God treat you as you treat them "). The western- enrichment. Between the two central windows of
most panel shows a class of ten pupils at lessons the lower tier is an ornately-framed panel, bearing
under their teacher. The motto runs DEVS NOBIS the inscription HONOVR THE LORD / WITH THY RICHES
HAEC OTIA FECIT (" God hath given us this leisure ")/ AND WITH THE FIRST / OF ALL THINE INCREASE / SO
a Christian application of Virgil's sentiment in SHALL THY BARNES / BE FILLED WITH / ABVNDANCE
Eclogue i, 6*. The founder's monogram appears in followed by TO DOE GOOD & TO / DISTRIBVTE FORGETT
the centre of the frieze, and the soffit of the cornice / NOT FOR WITH SVCH / SACRIFICES GOD IS / PLEASED.
bears a mullet and a laurel branch blossoming into In the upper pediments of the W. windows are
three roses, devices taken from his coat-armour. represented Death, Adam and Eve, and figures of
Resting on the cornice are two richly-carved finials Europe, Asia, Africa and America. The pediments
on either side of an elaborate central niche, which of the two lower tiers have conventional ornament.
is framed at each side by wreathed Corinthian The rusticated entrance to the dining hall, situated
shafts and contains Heriot's armorial achievement. between the two central windows on the ground
The shield, accompanied by helm and mantling and floor, has a Doric frieze enriched on the metopes
having, for crest, a cornucopia on either side of with stars and mullets, and a broken pediment in
which runs a label with the motto IMPENDO (" I which is a panel inscribed GEORGE HERIOT JEWELLER.
weigh out "), is charged: A mullet, on a fess Upon a panel between the two windows above are
transposed three roses. A cartouche below is displayed Heriot's arms, with the motto I DISTRIBVTE
inscribed INSIGNIA / GEORGII HERIOTI / FUNDATORIS / CHEARFVLLIE.
PIETAS LIGAT ASTRA TERRIS (" The ensigns armorial
The elaborately-detailed, arched doorway O~ the
of George Heriot, the Founder. Piety links heaven S. side, which gives entry to the chapel, is flanked
with earth "). In the elaborately-carved pediment by coupled Corinthian columns resting on pedestals
are displayed the initials G H, and above these are and supporting an entablature with a broken peditwo cherubs supporting a finial in the form of a ment. On the frieze, and resting un the consoleputto, or Cupid, working at an anvil.
shaped keystone of the arch below, is a Bible, on
A vaulted pend enriched with a single small either side of which runs the text VERBVM DOMINI
pendant leads through the N. wing to the courtyard. MANET IN AETERNVM (" The word of the Lord
On the doorway at the outer end is a large wrought- endureth for ever") accompanied by the initials
iron knocker on which are cut out the initials G H. G H. The pediment contains a panel, enclosed by
Above the back of the inner archway is a richly- caryatids and an entablature, and inscribed with two
treated niche from which a life-size statue of the hexameters set out in five lines thus:
Founder, carved by Robert Mylne from a conAVRIFICI DEDERAT / MIHI VIS DIVINA / PERENNEM
temporary portrait by Paul Vansomer, overlooks the
ET FACE/ RE IN TERRIS IN CAELO / ET FERRE • . •
courtyard. The niche is set out on carved consoles
and has a scalloped head. At each side are shafts, leaving the missing word CORONAM to be inferred
enriched with facets, supporting an entablature, from a crown carved in relief at the foot (" Power
along the frieze of which runs the pentameter verse divine hath granted it to me, a goldsmith, to make
on earth and to wear in heaven an everlasting
CORPORIS HAEC, ANIMI EST HOC OPVS EFFIGIES (" This
statue is the image of my body, this hospital the crown "). Above the doorway is corbelled ~ut an
image of my mind "). In the richly-carved pediment ornate oriel-window which, like the bay wmdow
are four seraphs and the initials G H. Higher up on the opposite side of the chapel, has an ogival
is seen one of the numerous sundials that have roof of lead on which Heriot's arms and initials are
been so skilfully turned to decorative advantage, cast in relief. On each side of the doorway is a
matching two others placed, respectively, in the late Gothic three-light window.

of

• A similar use of the following line of this poem is noted on p .
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The internal arrangement of the building has
proved so convenient that it has undergone little
material alteration, apart from the complete remodelling of the chapel that was carried out in
the 19th century. The provision of no fewer than
six turnpikes reduced the necessity for passages to a
minimum, and the lay-out of the public rooms on
the ground floor is particularly good. The chapel
occupies most of the S. side but for a vaulted charterroom on the W. and another room on the E. The
council room occupies the adjoining S.W. tower and
opens into a short passage, on one side of which
is the S.W. stair and on the other a lobby with a
private entrance from outside. The passage in turn
leads to the dining hall, which can also be entered
directly from the courtyard as well as from above
by the stair on the W. side. From the other end
of the dining hall a second passage leads ,first to a
servery and then to a kitchen situated in the N.W.
tower, a well-lit vaulted room with a fireplace and
an oven at the N. end. This same passage also
leads to the N. loggia and the N.W. stair.
The walls of the council room are handsomely
panelled and have a finely-carved frieze and enriched
. cornice, all of oak. The doors are elaborately
panelled and are enclosed by carved architraves
surmounted by carved cornices with enriched panels
above. The bolection-moulded fireplace, tiled inside
with Dutch tiles, painted underglaze with a dog on one
side and a cat on the other and an arabesque border,
has a moulded and carved surround. The overmantel has a finely-carved wreath and festoons, all
in the manner of Grinling Gibbons, enclosing a
shield with the Founder's arms surmounted by the
motto I DISTRIBVTE CHEERFVLLY. The plaster ceiling
is coffered and enriched with egg-and-dart ornament,
and the floor is laid with white and black marble
squares. Special attention may be drawn to the
unusually large gate-leg council-table, and to two
portraits of Heriot, one painted in 1589, when he was
26 years of age, and the other a copy of Vansomer's
portrait, made by Scougall. There is also a portrait
of his father, which came from Trabroun, and
another of William Aytoun, the later master mason,
and his'wife.
The dining hall is a long dignified apartment with
a great fireplace at each end and a coffered plaster
ceiling. One fireplace displays .a bust of the Founder,
his arms, and his name in monogram, while the
other bears the arms alone. The other rooms need
not be described as they contain nothing of particular
interest; although one on the second floor still
displays, painted on the plaster, a fragment of
mural decoration resembling tapestry work.
BELLs.-There are two bells in the tower. The
larger one, measuring 2 ft. 1 in. in height and 2 ft.
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8! in. in diameter, is enriched with seven annular
bands and has a floriated crown. It bears an
inscription in three lines FOR GEORG HERIOTS HOSPITAL
/ BY ORDER OF THOMAS FISHER THEZAVRER JOHN
MEIKLE FECIT / EDINBVRGI 1701. The smaller bell,
measuring 1 ft. 4! in. high by 1 ft. 8 in. in diameter,
has two annular bands above and below the inscription
FOR GEORGE HERIOTS HOSPITAL 1755 EDR THO
HENDERSON FECIT. Meikle, who was trained as a
coppersmith, became a burgess in 1671; Henderson
became a burgess in 1724.
PLATE.-In 1792 the Governors regained possession
of a loving-cup 2 which had belonged to the Founder
and is identified in an inventory of his plate as " a
litle lowe cupe in godrine fashione ." Made by
Robert Denneiston at Edinburgh about 1607 or
16IO-the ·mark for the year is illegible-it consists
of a nautilus shell mQunted in silver and enriched
with gadrooning, set on a pierced stem with a chased
base. 3
1 Scottish National Memorials, p. 298.
2 The
Herioter, 1931-3, opposite p. 196.
3 Scottish
National Memorials, p. 298.
For further particulars of the Hospital see Stevens
and Bedford, History of George Heriot's Hospital,
3rd ed., 1872; also Macgibbon and Ross, Cast.
and Dom. Arch., iv, pp. 138-55.
57. The University of Edinburgh, South
Bridge.-The circumstances under which a College
came to be founded are far from clear and, although
the late Professor Hannay appears to have explained
the outstanding puzzles, 1 the subject is too complicated for detailed discussion here. It must
suffice to say that the College belonged to the Town,
and that it was created by the burgesses and ministers
with some royal support, in pursuance of the educational policy of the Reformation. The most important
of the relevant charters is one dated 1582, in which
the king grants to the Town, among other things,
powers to repair schools and erect colleges. 2
Building operations began in 1583, and Robert
Rollock was appointed "Regent" and began to
teach in the autumn of the same year. 3 The
buildings in which the College began its life consisted only of a house, originally erected by the
Duke of Chatelherault, and a wing which was added
thereto by the Town Council." To these structures
additions were made piecemeal at various later
periods,5 but no materials exist for reconstructing
the arrangement of the place as a whole at any earlier
date than the middle of the 18th century. For this
period we have Edgar's map"" of 1742, which shows
the College as occupying the site of the present
University quadrangle and as consisting of three
courts, one large oblong one running E. and W.

• Grant points out that Gordon's view, of 1647, is inaccurate (Old and New Edinburgh, ii, p. 3 6 7).
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portico gave entry to an atrium or transverse forecourt inside, whence an arcaded passage led W. to
the main quadrangle beyond. The quadrangle was
square in shape, with what Adam called "circular
corners." Taken as a whole Adam's plan (Fig. 276),
which is preserved in the Soane Museum, London,
was very compact, showed a symmetry of parts, and
had a grace and richness which held the promise
of admirably proportioned interiors. The foundation
stone of the new buildings was laid by Lord Napier,
Grand Master Mason of Scotland, on November
16th, 1789, and building thereupon commenced

with a small square one at its N.W. corner and
another projecting from the N. part of its E. side.
Both these latter lay at a lower level than the main
court and were connected with it by steps. The
College possessed two entrances, one placed at the
S.W. corner of the main court, close to the Potterrow
Port, and the other on the N. side of the small N.W.
court. This latter opened, under Burnet's belltower (p. 119), upon a lane known as Jamaica Street.
By the third quarter of the 18th century the
College buildings had become entirely inadequate
for the needs of the students, whose numbers were
rapidly increasing, and they were also partly ruinous.
Responsibility for improvement rested not on the
Senatus but on the Town Council and, in order to
allow the raising of the necessary funds, the private
Act of 1785, which gave Edinburgh powers to build
the South Bridge (p. lxxviii), also empowered the
Trustees to devote to the rebuilding of the College
any surplus remaining over from the South Bridge
sGheme as well as any sums collected specifically
for that purpose. No surplus was realised and the
subscriptions fell far short of the sum required,
but the Town Council received ~rivate advice that
substantial assistance might be forthcoming from
the Treasury, and on the strength of this decided
to proceed with the work,6 and obtained a design
for a new University building from Robert Adam*
who was then at the height of his fame. According
to his biographer,7 it was in his work on the University
that Adam most nearly achieved what was his
principal ambition, to erect a great public building;
but the commission came late in his career-by 1792,
when he died, only a fraction of his scheme had
actually taken shape, work was stopped in 1793, and
thereafter even such parts as had been built lay
practically derelict for more than twenty years.
Moreover, as will be explained shortly, when the
decision was taken to make a fresh start, the urgent
need for economy resulted in radical departures
being made from the plans that he had prepared.
The site with which Adam had to deal fronted, on
the E., on the new artery known as the South
Bridge, and rose sharply W. to the old Horse Wynd,
which led to the Potterrow Port. On the N. it was
bounded by Jamaica Street, which ran W., on the
line of the modern Chambers Street, through
Argyll's and Brown's Squares to Candlemaker Row.
The boundary on the S. was the old " Thief Raw"
which has become College Street. The E. end of
College Street is some 10 ft. higher than that of
Chambers Street, and in his admirable lay-out Adam
took full advantage of this difference of level, placing
a great portico-possibly the noblest work that he
ever designed-in the centre of the fa~ade. This

at two points, the portico and the N.W. corner of
the main quadrangle. t But the work soon suffered
a check. Robert Adam died, as has been said, in
1792, before even the portico and the N.W. corner
had approached completion. After his death his
brothers, James and William, were appointed to
carry on his scheme, but progress was now retarded
by lack of money. For some months the contractors continued their operations on credit, but

• He may have been
matriculated in 1743.

t These points were selected in order to leave the bulk
of the existing College buildings available for use.
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by 1793 all work had ceased. In 1801 the N.W.
corner and the E. side were still without their roofs,
while the site of the main quadrangle was still a
builder's yard encumbered with sheds. Moreover,
outlay had exceeded income by £3,000, the deficit
being met by a Government grant of £5,000. In
1810 the Town Council of Edinburgh, backed up
by the other Royal Burghs, petitioned the Government urging the necessity for completing the
buildings, and pointing out that only six new rooms
had as yet been made available for the work of the
University. This unsatisfactory state of affairs
continued until 1815, when an Act of Parliament
sanctioned the expenditure of £10,000 a year from
public funds until the buildings were completed, a
Commission being appointed by the Treasury for
the purpose of carrying out the work.
However, as a result of these arrangements, A.dam's
original scheme had to be mod ified. Robert Reid,
the last to hold office as King's Master of Works,
who had reported in 1810 on the possibility of
completing Adam's scheme, had advised that the
atrium or forecourt should be omitted as a measure
of economy. This and the other changes that were
agreed to virtually necessitated a fresh design.
Competitive plans were therefore invited by the
Commissioners" for finishing the College of Edinburgh, on a reduced scale, leaving out the south
front, and the cross building, which formed the
small court in the original plan-regard being always
had to the part already executed, and to the preservation of the architecture of Mr. Adam, as far as
practicable"; but to those who admired the genius
of Robert Adam the final qualifying clause must
have caused misgivings, and these, as events were
to prove, were not unjustified. The competition
produced designs from nine architects, including
Robert Adam's brother William, and the choice
fell on the scheme submitted by William Henry
Playfair. Playfair's scheme was put in hand without
delay and was virtually completed by 1828 although
some minor work occupied a further six years.
Adam had proposed to crown his fac;ade with a
dome; but this project remained in abeyance until
1883, whe·n the Senatus received a bequest for this
specific end. Then, as Adam's design was deemed
unsuitable for the composite work, a new design
for the dome was prepared and executed by Sir
R. Rowand Anderson in 1887. To Anderson's
dome a bronze figure by John Hutchison, R.S.A.,
representing Youth bearing the Torch of Knowledge,
forms a fitting finial.
It was no easy problem that Playfair had to solve,
to give effect to such diverse conditions as the
omission of the atrium, which had been a major
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factor in Adam's scheme, and the preservation of the
original character of the work. As was inevitable,
he sacrificed the second to the first, although he
observed the main lines of the original design in
other respects and thus carried out the letter of his
His principal
instructions if not their spirit.
departure was to lower the surface of the quadrangle
by 9 ft. 6 in., and to make good this difference in
level bv running a terrace with a balustrade round
three sides and part of the fourth. But he could not
form a terrace behind the portico, the vista through
which is consequently cut horizontally by the line
of the quadrangle. Moreover, as the quadrangle
was now single and of elongated shape, the buildings
on its N. and S. sides had to be lengthened and
re-designed, while a new inner front had to be
fashioned behind the portico to provide quadrants
at the E. corners corresponding with those on the W.
The fac;ade, the simple and austere elevation facing
Chambers Street on the -N. and the central block
at the W. end of the quadrangle, together with the
quadrant on its N. side, were executed substantially
from Adam's drawings; the elevation facing College
Street on the S., and the N., S. and E. sides of the
quadrangle are Playfair's work entirely. In the
whole building there is not a single authentic Adam
interior.
Throughout the building the masonry is of ashlar
quarried at Craigleith. As the site sloped in two
directions, Playfair had some difficulty in maintaining a uniform height of four storeys for the
external elevations; but he managed to do so,
nevertheless, except at the S.W. corner, the highest
point, by forming an area along the greater part
of the S . side. And in front, where the South
Bridge rose as it ran S., he made good the difference
in level between the E. corners of the building by
constructing the lowest part of the fac;ade in droved
ashlar with a uniform zone of rustication above,
thus defining the lowest floor upwards from the
window sills and giving the fac;ade as a whole a
level base. The superstructure is of polished ashlar.
The fac;ade is advanced at both ends and also at the
centre above the portico, while the portico itself is
still further advanced by means of six Doric columns,
monoliths 22 ft. high, set out on pedestals and
supporting an entablature, surmounted by a
balustrade on which Adam had proposed to place
allegorical figures. The columns frame an arched
carriage-way* flanked at each side by arched footways.
Within the balustrade is a recessed arch containing
a graceful fanlight; a panel on the attic or pediment
above this carries the inscription:
ACADEMIA
]ACOBI VI, SCOTORUM REGIS / ANNO POST CHRISTUM
NATUM MDLXXXII INSTITUTA; / ANNOQUE MDCCLXXIX,
RENOVARI COEPTA; / REGNANTE GEORGIO III PRINCIPE

• The carriage-way is an afterthought replacing the original flight of steps by which pedestrians reached the quadrangle.
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MUNIFICENTISSIMO; / URBIS EDINENSIS PROEFECTO
THOMA ELDER; / ACADEMlAE PRIMARIO GULIELMO
ROBERTSON / ARCHITECTO ROBERTO ADAM
(" The

College of James VI, King of Scots, established in
the year 1582 after the birth of Christ and begun
to be refashioned in the year 1789 in the reign of
that most generous prince George Ill, Thomas
Elder being provost of Edinburgh, William
Robertson principal of the College, and Robert
Adam the architect "). The front is accented by
several string-courses and by one band of guilloche
ornament, the latter in alinement with the entablature
of the portico. To its fenestration special attention
has been paid, and the proportion of void to solid
is eminently satisfactory. On the lowest floor
there is at either end a single large fan-shaped
window of three lights, while in the recesses on
each side of the portico there are three windows
with channel-jointed voussoirs cut on their lintels.
The windows of the first floor, each with a blind
balustrade on its breast, are of two types; the
first, with moulded architraves and cornice, is
confined to the ends of the fac;ade, while the second,
with shafts, pedestals and raking pediments, is
used not only in the parts recessed but also at the
centre of each end. The first type is repeated on the
second floor in combination with a third type,
having scrolled trusses and raking pediments, which
is used at the centre of each end of the fac;ade and
above the side arches of the portico. The windows
of the third floor are uniform, being plain, horizontal
lights without moulding of any kind. Each part,
finely proportioned in itself, combines with its
neighbours to make a proportionate fac;ade of great
distinction. And it is a matter for regret that the
street upon which it faces is so narrow that its fine
qualities cannot be properly seen and appreciated.
Although the elevation towards Chambers Street
on the N. expresses Adam's internal plan, Playfair
was able to adapt it without much difficulty to suit
his scheme. It is advanced at each end and in two
intermediate bays, the latter representing the return
of Adam's N. central block and the E. side of the
quadrangle within. The continuous rustication of
the fac;ade is restricted here to these projecting
bays, and the remainder of the masonry is of droved
ashlar. The projecting bays are singled out for
special treatment in other ways as well; as on
them alone does the band of guilloche ornament
return, each has a fan-shaped window in the basement and a Venetian window on both of the floors
immediately above, the lower one being lintelled
and the upper one arched, and each bay is surmounted by a raking pediment-an arrangement
which gives variety to the long, continuous entablature. The other windows on this side are unmoulded.
Those of the third floor are horizontal as in the
fac;ade . The entrance from Chambers Street is a
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modern insertion. When Adam first fashioned this
elevation Chambers Street was no more than a
narrow lane, while College Street was about to be
built as a good residential quarter; and he accordingly prepared a much more ornate elevation for
the S. side than for the N., giving it a pillared
centre-piece. In the interest of economy that
design had to be abandoned; and in its place
Playfair drew out a new and less costly elevation
having something in common both with the fac;ade
and with the N. side. As a composition this is
eminently scholarly, but it is at the same time
entirely dull. As a substitute for the centre-piece
he repeated the intermediate projecting bays which
occur on the N. treating them and the recess between
them as a unit, and reproduced the projections
at the ends in facsimile.
The rustication is carried
along the greater part of this side, although much
of it is hidden by the area; above the rustication
the masonry is polished ashlar, accented by sillcourses, one continuous band of guilloche ornament,
and the entablature. Since the central unit has only
three storeys, an attic or pediment takes the place
of the fourth storey, or third floor, seen in the other
parts. Its lowest windows have channel-jointed
voussoirs cut on the lintels. The windows of the
first floor, each set above a blind balustrade, have
backset and moulded architraves, scrolled trusses
and moulded cornices, while the central window
at each end has in addition a raking pediment.
Apart from the omission of the balustrade, the
second-floor windows are generally similar but only
the two pedimented ones are set back. The windows
in the recess on each side of the central unit have
channel-jointed voussoirs below and are plain above,
those of the third floor being horizontal as elsewhere.
The W. elevation facing West College Street,
formerly Horse Wynd, is also advanced at the
centre and at both ends. The end bays and the
recesses between them and the central block are
generally similar to the corresponding parts of the
N. elevation. The central block, which has only
two storeys, has a pier at each end, with the result
that the part between them is recessed. Both piers
originally had a single window on each storey, but
the N. windows have been displaced to make way
for a bridge which spans West College Street and
puts the University in communication with the
Royal Scottish Museum. In the recess there are
three plain windows below and three Venetian
windows above. The central block is surmounted
by an attic or pediment in order to break the roof-line.
Of the elevations facing the quadrangle, those
looking N. and S. are identical. At each end is a
"circular corner" or quadrant, copied from the
pattern built by Adam on the N.W., arcaded below
and colonnaded above and having an open balustrade
on the entablature. These quadrants contain four
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storeys behind the arcade and colonnade. Between
the quadrants rises a long block of two storeys
above the terrace, with an advanced bay surmounted
by a raking pediment near either end. The lower
storey is rusticated and contains a series of roundarched windows and doorways; the upper storey,
of polished ashlar, is colonnaded and has a full
entablature surmounted by an open balustrade. In
each bay of the colonnade is a window surmounting
a blind balustrade. These windows have backs et
and moulded architraves, scrolled trusses and
moulded cornices; those in the projecting bays
have raking pediments in addition. In the E.
elevation the central part rises considerably above
the quadrants and repeats the design of the portico
though with a major difference-the order is lower
and is used with double columns, with the result
that the proportions are entirely altered. This
centre-piece, it will be remembered, was added as a
screen behind the part built by Adam, and whereas
the dominant line of Adam's portico and its superstructure is vertical, in Playfair's screen it is horizontal. In view of the extension of the quadrangle,
it will be admitted that this change was both
judicious and necessary. The W. elevation is
undoubtedly the finest of the four and, as already
indicated, it is substantially of Adam's design.
Above the side-quadrants rises a two-storeyed
central block, either end of which is advanced.
The lower storey is rusticated above a polished
plinth and contains an arcade of three arches flanked
at each end by an arched and recessed window.
The upper storey, of polished ashlar, is colonnaded,
double columns being used instead of the single
shafts proposed by Adam. Above the colonnade
runs an entablature surmounted by an open balustrade. There are three graceful Venetian windows
in the bays above the arcade, and in those at the
ends a window with backset and moulded architraves,
scrolled trusses and a raking pediment. Over the
pediments are recessed panels.
In Adam's setting out Divinity had the place of
honour above the portico, sheltered on each side
by the houses of the principal and professors; the
Chapel looked W. across the square quadrangle to
the Great" Hall; and Moral Philosophy on the N.
was faced by Greek on the S. These were the
principal elements in his plan, in almost every case
served by two staircases for easy access. They were
linked together by subsidiary accommodation, as
two octagonal classrooms within the W . quadrants,
for example, respectively housed Natural Philosophy
and Anatomy, while the Library extended E. from
the Greek classroom to meet one of the houses at
the S.E. corner of the building. With the omission
of the atrium no very suitable position could be
found for the Chapel save at the expense of more
essential accommodation, and it was therefore
118
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abandoned. And while the Great Hall took shape
as the Graduation Hall, now the Old Reading
Room, on the first floor at the W. end of the quadrangle-a handsome, pilastered apartment having a
pillared vestibule at either end, lit by rooflights in
the domed ceiling, and ornamented with good
Classical detail in plaster-it was subordinated to
the Library, on the S. side of the quadrangle, which
Playfair made his principal unit as he foresaw the
increasing importance of this department in the
work of the University. The Library has in the
basement a series of vaulted storerooms. At the
level of the terrace is the Lending Library, which
opens on the W. into the professors' reading-room
and a service staircase and on the E. into a students'
reading-room and a stack-room. Beyond these,
again, lie a small library and the librarians' room,
separated by a corridor which leads into the principal
staircase at the near end .of the S.E. quadrant. This
staircase, also conveniently placed to the administrative quarters, which runs from the S.E. corner to
the portico, is a spacious one of scale-and-platt type,
and is lit by a cupola light in the coffered ceiling,
which has an enriched frieze. It rises to a landing,
the E. end of which opens into the administrative
offices while the W . end gives entry to the Upper
Hall of the Library, the principal interior in the
whole building. This has a square pillared vestibule
at each end, lit from a lay-light, and consists of a
central gallery, 25 ft. wide and 138 ft. long, with
eleven pillared bays for books on each side supporting
a lofty arched ceiling enriched with casettes. The
hall is most impressive, both on account of its
architectural qualities and of its dramatic lighting;
although in its purely functional aspect as an annexe
of the Library it is perhaps less successful. The
corresponding block on the N. side of the quadrangle
contains the University Court Room and a series of
class-rooms, tutorial rooms and retiring-rooms with
offices below. Other class-rooms, halls and specialised
libraries occupy the three remaining corners of the
building, while the Department of Fine Art has
ousted Divinity from its position below the dome.
With the exception of the Senate Hall, at the S.E.
corner, a well-proportioned apartment with a coved
ceiling and elaborately-sculptured marble mantelpiece, none of these rooms calls for special notice.
CARVED STONES.-The following fragments, taken
from the old College, have been built for preservation
into the walls of the vestibule that gives entry to the
Court Room and Latin and English class-rooms on
the N. side of the quadrangle.
I.
A triangular dormer-pediment carved with the
Crown and Honours, the latter accompanied by the
initials I(acobus) R(ex) 6 and the date 1617.
2. A panel bearing three thistle slips in bold relief.
3. Two boldly carved scrolled trusses flanking a
stone bearing in relief the triple-towered castle of
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Edinburgh. This stone may be the one originally
set in the wall of the bell-tower. 8
4. A sculptured panel beadng the same tripletowered castle, in this case topped with three fans
and" situate on a rock," supported on the dexter
side by a maiden and on the sinister by a stag or
deer. Above the castle runs the motto NISI
DOMINVS FRVSTRA with the date ANNO DOM(INI) I6I7
on a second line below. On each side is a stone
bearing a scroll with a griffon's head.
5. A panel bearing an index-hand and the inscription: SENATUS POPULUSQUE / EDINBURGENSIS HAS

rose to become Lieutenant-General. Coming home
at the Restoration, he was created Lord Rutherford
by Charles II in 1661 and was appointed Governor
of Dunkirk. On the sale of that place he was given
the Earldom of Teviot, in 1662, and was made
Governor of Tangier where he died in 1664. He
left 8000 merks for the construction of new rooms
for students; 9 the structure, which was known as
the Teviot Range or Teviot Chambers, having
apparently been "fourfold" in the sense that it
comprised a terrace of four separate 10dgings. Io
This inscription was originally set in the wall of this
building. 11
AEDES / CHRISTO ET MUSIS / EXTRUENDAS CURARUNT /
10. An incomplete triangular pediment conANNO DOM(INI) MDCXVII (" The council and citizens
taining three facets in the tympanum.
of Edinburgh had this house built, to the honour of
11. A panel inscribed in italic lettering THOMAS
Christ and the Muses, in the year of Our Lord 1617").
The two lower corners are filled in one case by a BURNETVS / SCRIBA / EX ILLUSTRIBUS FAMILIIS DE
fleur-de-lys and in the other by a harp and LEYS ET CRA/ IGMYL AB UTROQUE PARENTE ORTUS
PlUS / MUNIFlCUS TURRIM HANC CAMPANARI/AM URBI
" sunburst."
ET ACADEMIAE UTILEM DECO/ RAM PROPRIIS SUMPTIBUS
6. A stone with a debased pelta-shaped panel at EXTRUEN/DAM CURAVIT / SPECTATOR CERNE LAUDA
the top bearing the date I616 expressed in Greek IMITARE (" Thomas Burnet, Writer, sprung from the
and below a rectangular panel containing an index- illustrious families of Leys and Craigmyle by one
hand and the following verse: ~mI\OYN OPW:LIN 01 and the other parent, a pious and generous man, had
/ MA90NTE:L rPAMMATA (" The learned have double
this bell-tower built at his own expense for the
insight"). At either side it is flanked by a separate service and embellishment of Town and College.
panel carved in relief with a lion rampant.
Thou who beholdest-mark, praise and imitate ").
7. A sunk panel bearing a cartouche surmounted
1 University of Edinburgh.
Charters Statutes, and
by a circular wreath containing a shield. The Acts of the Town Council and Senatus, 1583-I858,
shield is charged: Three bars, on each three mullets. pp. 2-2I. 2 R eg. Mag. Sig., I58o-I593, p. 2II.
A label below the shield is inscribed THOMAS DODS / 3 Grant, The Story of the University of Edinburgh, i.
pp. I I I, I32. 4 Ibid., i, p. I29. 5 Grant gives a
167°·
8. Another armorial panel with shield, helm, detailed account of the growth of the College, op. cit.,
mantling and wreath, and, for crest, a mermaid ii, pp. I84 ff.; cf. also Maitland, History, p. 370.
holding a mirror in her right hand and a comb in her 6 Grant, op. cit., ii, p. I97. 7 Bolton, The
left, with a label over all inscribed PROVIDE. The Architecture of Robert and James Adam, i, p. I I2.
shield, supported by two horses, is charged: An 8 Grant, op. cit., ii, p. I89. 9 Maitland, History,
orle, and in chief three martlets, all within a bordure p. 368. 10 Grant, op. cit., i, illustration facing p. I7I.
charged with thistles, roses and fleurs-de-lys*; 11 Ibid., ii, p. I90'
below the shield are carved a cherub's head and a
58. The Surgeons' Hall,
Drummond
small grotesque mask. The arms are those of the
Street.-At the beginning of the feudal period
Andrew Rutherford who is commemorated on the
surgery and medicine were largely in the hands
panel recorded in the next paragraph.
of the Church. But for fear lest the healing
9· A panel inscribed: [M]USAEA HAEC QUATER- arts should distract ecclesiastics from their
GE[M]INA / ACADEMIAE HUIUS ALUMNUS / ANDREAS
spiritual duties, the Council of Tours, in I I63,
REUTHERFORDIAE / REGULUS / TEVIOTAE COMES TANGRAE
prohibited their acting as medical missionaries;
/ PRAEFECTUS / BELLI ET P ACIS ARTIBUS / DOMI
and from that time onwards minor operations
FORISQ(UE) CLARUS / TESTAMENTO EXTRUI IUSSIT /
were entrusted to barbers, with the result that
O
MAIl 3 A DOM(INI) I664 (" Andrew, Baron Rutherthe association of surgeon and barber, once
ford, Earl of Teviot and Governor of Tangier, a general throughout Europe, became a close one.
foster-son of this College, renowned both at home In I505, under a Seal of Cause, the Town Council
a~d abroad in the arts of war and of peace, by his
granted the surgeons and barbers of Edinburgh a
wIll commanded this fourfold temple of the Muses to charter of incorporation which restricted the practice
be built. May 3rd, A.D. 1664 "). As a youth of their crafts to burgesses and freemen who were
Rutherford entered the French Service, in which he literate and were skilled in anatomy and astrology.
• The bordure should have borne harps as well as the other charges .
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This Seal of Cause was ratified by James IV in the while most of the windows have been refashioned.
following year, and by James VI in 1630' Up to The internal arrangement of each floor dates only
this time the two crafts seem to have lived and worked from the 18th century and hinges on the scale stairamicably together; but in 1648 the surgeons, then case, on the N. of which is situated a square room
in the majority, passed an act forbidding the admis- and on either side a long one. None of these
sion of barbers unqualified in surgery, and in 1694 possesses any special interest.
they strengthened their position by obtaining a
1 P.S.A.S., xlvi (1911-2), pp. 247-57.
2 History,
charter under the Great Seal which confirmed their p. 182.
rights and conjoined the apothecaries, but ignored
the barbers. The rift had become absolute by 1718,
in which year the barbers had to raise an action for
restitution of their rights under the Seal of Cause.
(iv) THE BURGH: MISCELLANEOUS
The Court decided that the barbers were members
of the Incorporation but were not entitled to all its
59. The Flodden WalL-The circumstances
privileges. l
under which the defence known as the Flodden Wall
In 1697 the Incorporation had acquired part of the came to be built have been stated in the Introduction
property in the Pleasance that had once been owned (p. lxiv) and the course of the Wall ~<self has
by the Black Friars· (cf. No. 73), and on it built their likewise been described. This article is accordingly
Hall of which Maitland, writing in 1753, says2 " At restricted to an account of the surviving fragments of
.
the Southeastern Corner of the High-School-yard, the work .
stands the Surgeons Hall, a beautiful Building,
On the E. side of the Vennel, S. of Brown's Place,
wherein is a Collection of natural Rarities, and a may be seen the shell of the only surviving tower of
Bagnio." He illustrates the front of the building by the Flodden Wall. Roughly square on plan, its
an engraving after a sketch by Paul Sandby. Drawn rubble walls, which are about 4 ft. thick, now stand
from the N., this shows the Hall standing at the about 20 ft. high from the ground at the S.W. corner
- foot of a series of terraces and enclosed on E. and S. to the modern embattled top. It measures 23 ft.
by the Flodden Wall (No. 59), then in a state of ruin. 9 in. along the S. and 24 ft. 6 in. along the W. side,
On the N. is a screen-wall running between a pair of the N. side, which is incomplete, having a present
two-storeyed pavilions and containing a central length of 7 ft. 3 in. In each of the outer walls were
entrance-gateway with rusticated piers. t On the two gunloops, slots 21 in. wide and 3 ft. 5 in. long
W. a boundary wall runs S. from the W. pavilion, with trefoiled loops at top and bottom; both the W.
and dies out on the bank below the Flodden Wall. loops are intact, while only one survives to N. and
The Hall itself is shown as a long building of two to S. In 1876, as an inscription testifies, the Town
storeys and a garret, with stair-towers projecting Council inserted a window beside the latter.
from either gable; but the apparent length of the
Between the Vennel and Bristo nothing remains of
fas:ade is diminished by its division into three by the Wall, but its course is marked by a gap, the
means of quoin-stones. The central feature is the lower part of which has been filled in, separating
entrance, a moulded door-piece with a triangular Nos. 5 and 7 Forrest Road. Then in the cul-de-sac
pediment, which is flanked at either side by a pair of called Bristo Port the base of the Wall runs for a
lintelled windows. Above the doorway and the two distance of some 40 ft. as the outer wall of a tenement,
outer windows are round-arched windows, while and has been pierced for windows. Beyond this
above each of the two inner windows there is a round tenement a slighter boundary-wall continues for
light with a piece of sculpture below it. At either several yards to the E. This, too, may have been
end of the front there is a pair of lintelled windows part of the Wall, which appears again in the Exhibion each of the two principal floors.
tion Hall at the back of the Royal Scottish Museum
In 1778 the surgeons were re-incorporated as the in Chambers Street. Here two fragments have been
Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh, and in 1833 preserved in situ as permanent exhibits, each measurthat body removed to a new Hall on the E. side of ing 3 ft. 6 in. thick and standing to a total height of
Nicolson Street. Their former house was allowed 24 ft., the lower 9 ft. 6 in. being below floor level.
to remain, and still exists as part of the University A third fragment, very considerably rebuilt, remains
buildings in Drummond Street. But the original in the yard at the back of the Museum and E. of
fabric has been considerably altered. A storey has Brighton Street. In Drummond Street again the
been added, and a central wing with a pediment has base of the wall is seen running shoulder-high inside
been thrown out on the S. side for a scale staircase, the present boundary of the Engineering Department
.. During the excavation of an air-raid shelter, at the
N.W. corner of the grounds, in 1940, a number of burials
were discovered. This corner must therefore have been
within the Friars' cemetery.

t This has since been taken down and
Drummond Street, on the S. of the Hall .
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of Edinburgh University; on the W. of the entrance
gate there is a stretch of some 30 yards, and it continues, after an interval on the E. side of the gate, to
the corner of Drummond Street and the Pleasance
as the lower part of the present boundary-wall. At
this corner there was a circular tower. Although the
tower itself has been demolished the wall that closed
in the gorge survives; but as this wall contains a
wide built-up archway of a type more common in
the 17th century than earlier it may have been
renewed. In the infilling of the archway there has
been formed a doorway giving access to a little cell
inside. From this corner the lower part of the Wall
survives in places behind the tenements on the W.
side of the Pleasance; and the stretch of walling
that is exposed to the street between Nos. 1 and 9,
where more modern masonry is seen surmounting
older work above a height of about 25 ft., may be
the only substantial fragment still remaining of the
16th-century defences.

60. The Telfer Wall.-An account of the
building of the Telfer Wall- really an extension of
the Flodden Wall (No. 59) - together with a description of its course will be found in the Introduction
(p. lxv). All that now survives of it is a stretch
running S.E. for a distance of 130 yds. along the E.
side of the Vennel from the tower mentioned at the
beginning of No. 59. It is rather thicker than the
Flodden Wall, and is built of much larger stones.
From the demolished part material has been taken
and re-used to construct the S. end of the W.
boundary-wall of Heriot's Hospital, which follows
the course of the Telfer Wall.
61. The Mercat Cross, High Street.Besides fulfilling its primary function as the
focal point for trade, the Cross also served
at one time and . another such various purposes
as a place of execution,'*' a centre of public
rejoicings and entertainment, and the seat from
which Royal proclamations were made. It must
therefore always have ranked as one of the
major monuments of the city although its early
history, form, and situation remain unknown. It
appears on record for the first time in a sasine,
dated 1365,1 which indicates that it stood at that
period on the S. side of the High Street about 45 ft. E.
of the present E. end of St. Giles' Church (No. 2).2
In 1555 the Town Council, for some unspecified
reason, but presumably because it had become unsafe,
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proposed to take it down and re-erect it upon the
same site. Yet nothing seems to have been done
immediately, and for several years afterwards small
sums were disbursed for making minor repairs to it
and cleaning. Its position was, however, inconvenient, as causing an obstruction to traffic; and in.
1617, in order to widen the street preparatory to the
visit of James VI, it was taken down and re-erected
farther E., seamen from Leith lowering the old
pillar safely. t The structure as rebuilt must have
been of considerable size to judge by the number of
masons employed; on one occasion, for instance,
sixteen of them received extra pay for working a
sixteen-hour day, from 4 a.m. " neir until aucht at
night." Gordon's map of 1647 shows the new
Cross in position. In 1756 it was demolished, the
long pillar or cross-shaft being broken in the process ;.
and to replace it a stone, which was declared by Act
of Sederunt to be the Market Cross of Edinburgh,
was affixed to the side of a neighbouring well. In
the meantime, the larger part of the broken pillar
had been re-erected with its capital at Drum House,
Midlothian, while five of the eight circular medallions that had adorned the understructure were built
into the front wall of Deanhaugh House, Stockbridge. On the demolition of this house in 1814~
the five medallions were secured by Sir W alter Scott~
who built them into the garden wall of Abbotsford ;
and there they . still remain in company with the
basin of a fountain from which it is said that the
central pillar of the Cross originally rose. A smalI
oblong finial of freestone, which once formed part of
the Cross, is likewise preserved in the garden of
Viewforth, Cammo Road, Barnton.:j: It is carved on
back and front with the triple-towered castle of
Edinburgh set on its rock, with a label dated 1641
above.
Within a century of its destruction tentative pro-·
posals were made to restore the Cross, and the·
movement gathered impetus a few years later when
the owner of Drum House proposed to return the
shaft and capital and the Town Council accepted the·
offer. Then arose a vigorous controversy regarding·
sites and styles, in which a joint committee of the
Royal Scottish Academy and the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland played a prominent part ; and,
although the project for a complete restoration fell'
through, by 1866 the pillar, now returned, had been
erected within a railing on the E. side of the N . door
of St. Giles' Church. In 1885 Mr. Gladstone, then
M .P. for Midlothian, supplied funds for a complete

• The cross itself was n ot , of course, used as a scaffold .

t

They were afterwards entertained to a " Disjoyne and
Denner ", costing 24 pounds 15 shillings Scots, to the
accompaniment of trumpets and a drum .

t In the same place may be seen some other carved
stones brought together from various sources. These
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include fragments of capitals from two 17th -century·
gate-piers, differing in pattern ; a 17th-century pediment
enclosing a circular scrolled panei in which are d isplayed'
two b axter's peels and a besom ; three m oulded rybats.
of the 16th century; a human mask of the 17th cen tury ,
very rudely carved ; three stone balls , each 16 inches in.
diameter .
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-restoration of the landmark on the lines of Gordon's
.drawing, placing it in its present situation in the
centre of the roadway at the E. end: of the Churchthat is to say about 24 ft. S. of the position that it
occupied in the 14th century. As it now stands, the
Cross has an octagonal understructure carrying the
:platform from which Royal proclamations are read.
Within this rises the surviving portion of the old
shaft, about 14 ft. high and surmounted by a modern
.capital bearing a unicorn. On the E. side of the
:shaft has been carved the inscription THE OLD

+

OF ED R .
1

Reg. Mag. Sig., i, p. 40.

2

P.S:A.S., xx (1885-6),

P·3 84·

62. Statue of King Charles 11, Parliament
Square.-The equestrian figure of King Charles II
which, in the words of a contemporary observer,
represents him" formed in the Roman manner, like
.one of the Caesars, almost naked and so - without
:spurs and without stirrups,"l was intended to be set
up during the monarch's lifetime. That is clear
from the terms of the inscription, the allusion to the
.crushing of "the basilisk" indicating further that
the scheme was launched on the wave of enthusiasm
that swept the country after the discovery of the Rye- House plot in 1683. The statue was, however,
<completed only a month before his death, which
took place in February, 1685, and cannot therefore
have been erected until later. It is cast in lead, and
is probably of Dutch origin. Robert Mylne, King's
Master Mason, constructed " ane handsome and fyne
pedestill," and the whole work cost three thousand
five hundred and fifty-seven pounds two shillings
:and fourpence Scots exclusive of a gratuity to
William Clerk, advocate,* for his pains in composing
the lengthy Latin eulogium that has been cut in
marble and affixed to the E. side of the base. At
:some date that has not been recorded, the inscription
had to be removed for safety to a vault under the
Parliament House and was not replaced until 1817.
About 1824 statue and pedestal, both at that time in
.disrepair, were taken down to avoid damage during
the construction of the buildings in Parliament
Square and the rebuilding of St. Giles' Church.
For some ten years the effigy stood inside the Calton
Jail, but in 1835 after necessary repairs had been
.effected, it was re-erected in its original position,
upon a new pedestal into which the marble panel
.containing the inscription was inserted. I t was
reconditioned in 1877 and again, more thoroughly,
:in 1922, when the figure was found to have been
• He r eceived remission of cess of a hundred and thirty.()ne pounds Scots.

t

The square brackets that enclose the words pactis . . .

.obstantibus appear on the monument.

t

None of the comets for which orbits have been com-

[EDINBURGH

cast in one piece and soldered to the body of the
horse, which had been cast in parts and built up on
an oaken framework, the latter probably provided in
replacement of the original iron armature during a
refurbishing which was carried out in 1830. The
inscription runs :-Augustisimo (sic) Magnificentissimo / CAROLO SECUNDO / Britanniarum Galliarum &
Hiberniae / MONARCHAE / INVICTISSIMO / Cujus
Natalitis providentia arrisit Divina / Asterisco Meridiano eodem momento, conspicua (sic) / qui, postquam adolescentiam in acie, sub patre, exegisset /
Illo demum obtruncato, Jus .suum, per biennium
/ Strenue quidem, sed improspere vendicavit (sic) /
Rebellioni Namq(ue) saepius victrici impar / solum
prope per decennium vertere coactus est / in exteris
autem Regionibus, divinis excubiis / [pactis dol is,
minis, armis, Incubatoris / Non obstantibus]t
munitus, & custoditus, / Instar SoIis tandem,
clarioris e nubibus / In regna sua sine caede, expostliminio (sic) reversus / Ecclesiam politiam
Civilem pacem Commercium / Erexit, auxit, firmavit,
et stabilivit / Bello dein Batavico insignis, statim
devenit / Inter bellantes vicinos belli pacisque
Arbiter / Rebellione denique pristina nuper repullulante / Palladis non Martis ministerio Basiliscum /
Inipso (sic) ovo compressit contudit et conculcavit /
Huic ergo miraculorum principi summa in pace et
Gloria . . . (" To Charles the Second, most august
and most magnificent, the invincible ruler of Britain,
France and Ireland, upon whose birth Divine
Providence smiled at the very moment when a star
was conspicuous in the noonday sky,! and who,
after a youth spent in arms under his father and after
the latter had in the end been beheaded, maintained
his own right for two years with energy indeed but
without success; . for unable to cope with a rebellion
that was too often victorious, he was compelled to
change his country for almost a decade. Abroad,
however, despite the pacts, the wiles, the threats,
and the military power of the Usurper, he was
defended and protected by the watchfulness of
Heaven, and at length emerging like the sun, all the
brighter from the clouds that had enveloped him, he
returned to his own realms without any shedding of
blood and simply through recognition of his lawful
claim, whereupon he established, enlarged, strengthened and confirmed the church, the state, peace and
commerce. Then, winning fame by his war with
Holland, he straightway became the arbiter of peace
and war between his embattled neighbours. Finally,
when the old rebellion recently showed signs of
recrudescence, he checked the basilisk while it was
puted appeared in 1630. A comet was observed in Italy
in that year (Astronomische Nachrichten, xii, No . 277, of
April 1835), but it is not known whether it was bright
enough to be seen in daylight. It is possible that the
object referred to in the inscription may have been a very
bright meteor .
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still in embryo, crushed it and trod it underfoot by
sheer sagacity and not by force of arms. To him,
therefore, a prince of marvels, in a season of profound
peace and ~; the height of his glorr [this monument
IS erected] ).
Cf. also D.E.C., XVll, pp. 82-90.
1 Lord Fountainhall, Historical Notices,
16th
April, 1685.

63. Window, World's End Close, 10 High
Street.-The traceried ogival head of a late Gothic
two-light window, still in excellent preservation, has
been inserted in a building on the W. side of the
close. Cf. D.E.C., xv, p. 113, No. 130.
64. Carved Stones from the Nether Bow
Port.-The only remains of the Nether Bow Port
that still survive are two pilaster-capitals or bases,
two side-scrolls, two sections of modelled cornice
and one broken pediment, which were rescued some
years ago by the Rev. R. S. Mylne and placed within
the railing that encloses the Moray-Knox Church.
The Port, which canalized traffic from the E., was the
principal entry to the City and as such was singled out
for special treatment. In the words of Sir Daniel
Wilson1 " It was by far the most conspicuous and
important of the six gates which gave access to the
ancient capital, and was regarded as an object in the
maintenance and protection of which the honour of
the city was so deeply involved that . . . its demolition was one of the penalties by which the government sought to revenge the slight put upon the royal
prerogative by the Porteous mob (1736) . .. When
the destruction of this, the main port of the city, was
averted by the strenuous patriotic exertions of the
Scottish peers and members of Parliament, it was
regarded as a national triumph." By 1764, however,
the Port had been allowed to fall into such disrepair
that the superstructure had become dangerous and
the whole was accordingly demolished.
In the 16th century and later the Nether Bow
Port stood on the site now marked in the roadway at
the lower end of the High Street, that is to say, with
its E. face on the frontage of St. Mary's and Leith
Wynds. This appears clearly from the drawing of
1544, which is reproduced in Fig. 59. Arnot,
however, states 2 that the "original" Nether Bow
Port stood some 50 yds. W. of this position, and the
truth of his statement is proved by an entry in a list
of rents compiled in 1369, which shows that at that
date there was room for at least two tenements
between the Port and the W. side of Leith Wynd. 3
This fact suggests that the original Nether Bow Port
stood somewhere in the neighbourhood of " John
Kn~x's House" (No. ~W), where there is also a suggestIve break in the line of the house-fronts. The
gate was moved in 1571. 4
The general appearance of the Port is known
from early drawings. It was symmetrical on plan
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and included on the lower floor a central " pend, "
or passage, on each side of which was a vaulted room,
known as a " lodge," which was lit and entered from
the back. Both "lodges" opened into circular
towers projecting to the front, and also gave access
to circular newel-stairs projecting from the sides.
Although the arrangement of the upper floor is
uncertain, the gatehouse as a whole seems to have
been of a usual type. But it was low-set in comparison with the great Continental gatehouses, and
consequently a central steeple and spire were provided for greater dignity.
The illustration of Edinburgh published in
Braun's Civitates Drbis Terrarum (1572), which is
apparently based upon an earlier print of about
1550, shows the Port as a simple archway flanked by
towers without a gatehouse or other superstructure.
It has been suggested, and with some probability,
that the frontal towers, which were demolished with
the rest of the fabric, were survivals of the earlier
entry shown in the illustration of 1544 (Fig. 59).
The back and front elevations as they appeared in
the 18th century are shown in P.S.A.S, vol. Ixvii 6 •
Apart from certain openings that were formed or
enlarged in the 17th century, the fabric is typical of
the later 16th century; and it has been ascribed to
the year 1571, when some reconstruction with
material taken from Restalrig Church (No. 220) is
known to have occurred and a counter-port, or inner
extension of the gate, was also built. The City
arms were exhibited on the front, which was also
adorned with a statue of J ames VI; this statue,
which was subsequently destroyed by Cromwell,
was accompanied by a panel containing an anagram
upon the title Jacobus Rex, given as ARIS EXCUBO
(" I keep watch over my altars "), as well as the
incomplete couplet NON SIC EXCUBIAE, NEC CIRCUMSTANTIA PILA, / UT TUTATUR AMOR (" Not guards nor
javelins protect as love protects "). In the spire was
a clock, which has finally come to rest in the Orphan
Hospital in Belford Road. 5 The history of the
structure has been discussed by the Rev. R. S.
Mylne and Mr. H . F. Kerr 6 and free use of their
conclusions has been made in the foregoing account.
The Nether Bow Port seems to have figured in all
the important attacks made on the city walls. Hertford attacked and took it in 1544, and between 1571
and 1573, when Kirkcaldy of Grange was holding
Edinburgh for the Queen, it withstood numerous
assaults by the troops of the Government. Once it
almost fell to a ruse, and this caused Kirkcaldy to
strengthen its defences by building the counter-port
which has been mentioned above.' In 1650, when
Cromwell's invasion was expected, the magistrates
mounted cannon on the Nether Bow Port, and
demolished houses in St. Mary's Wynd and its
vicinity which might have sheltered attackers; but
no fighting took place at the Port either then or in
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1715, when it was again fortified and manned. The
last occasion on which war came to the Port was in
1745; this time it was taken by a ruse, being rushed
by a party of Jacobites when opened to admit the
coach in which two of the bailies had gone out to
hold a parley with the Young Pretender.
1 Memorials, i, p. 114.
2 History, p. 23 6.
3 Reg.
Cart. St. Egid., p. 278. Item de terra Henrici de
Cramownd jacente extra Arcum Inferiorem ex parte
boreali inter terram Galdfridi Tinctoris capellani ex
parte occidentali ex parte una et terram Alexandri
Coci ex parte orientali tres solidi (" Also from the land
of Henry Cramond lying outside the Nether Bow
Port on the N. side [of the street] between the land
of Geoffrey Litster, chaplain, on the W. on one side
and the land of Alexander Cook on the E., three
shillings"). This entry occurs as one of a series
relating to a number of properties, all within the
burgh, situated in sequence from W. to E. along the
N. side of the High Street. 4 Calendar of Scottish
Papers, iii, p. 707. 5 O.E.C., xv, p. 127. 6 P.S.A.S.,
xlvi (1911-2), pp. 379 ff. ; lxvii (1932-3), pp. 297 ff.
7 Historie and Life of King James the Sext, (Bannatyne Club), p. 87.

65.

Carved Stones, Bailie Fyfe's Close, 107
Street.-Above the modern entrance to the
Close a 17th-century heraldic panel has been inserted. The shield, which is flanked by the initials
I P and M H, is parted per pale and charged:
Dexter, a chevron between three mullets, probably
for Parley*; sinister, a mullet between three
escutcheons, for Hay of Murnsyde. The carved
lintel over the E. window on the second floor seems
to be modern.
A moulded lintel said to have come from the third
floor of the tall tenement that formerly stood upon
the E. side of the Close l , and now inserted over a
doorway in the modern brick building that occupies
the same site, bears a rhymed couplet
Hi~h

ENEMEIS OF GOD AND THE KING
TO THE EARTH DID ME DOVN DING

together with the date 1572. This was the year of
the five months' truce between the King's and the
Queen's parties.
1 O.E.C., xv, pp. 118 f.

66.

Carved Stone, Wa'r riston's Close,t 249
Street.-A modern doorway giving entrance
to the printing works of Messrs. W. and R. Chambers,
Limited, on the W. side of the close, incorporates a
17th-century lintel inscribed GRATIA DEI THOMAS
T. . . . Below the inscription, at either end of the
lintel, is a shield and in the centre a device, resembling
Hi~h
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a ring and fleur-de-lys and probably a merchant's
mark, within a panel flanked by the initials T T ,
evidently for Thomas Trotter. The dexter shield is
charged: A chevron between three boars' (?) heads
erased, for Trotter; the sinister one: A chevron
between three fleur-de-lys, for Brown.
Another carved stone from Warriston's Close is
described under No. 104.

67. Carved Stone, 26 St. Mary's Street
(Boyd's Entry).-A fine 16th-century lintel, which
can be identified from a drawing by James Drummond, R.S.A. as having been removed from Old
Post-House Close in the Cowgate, has been inserted
over the S. window on the ground floor of this house,
which stands on part of the site formerly occupied by
Boyd's Inn.t On the left is a shield apparently
charged': On a chevron between three martlets, a
mullet for differenGe; these are the arms of J ames
Barron, burgess, guild-brother and sometime Dean
of Guild; but the chevron is shown voided and,
while the charge in dexter chief is undoubtedly a
bird, that to the sinister is badly mutilated while the
one in base has been defaced and replaced by an
incised cross. At the right-hand end of the lintel is
carved a pot of lilies, and between this and the shield
runs an inscription NISI DEVS FRVSTRA, with an index
hand at one end and an incised device resembling a
padlock at the other. The date 15[?13 appears
below, with the third figure recut as a 2; it is
followed by a cross and is accompanied by two sets
of initials, I Band E L, flanked by eight-petalled
flowers, the one on the dexter side having a cross in
the centre. The initials are those of J ames Barron,
and of his wife Ellen Leslie who died in 1577.
68. Carved Stones, 56 South Brid~e.-Four
carved stones, probably dating from the turn of the
17th and 18th centuries, are built into the E. wall of
this property. They comprise two finials, one in the
form of a fleur-de-lys and the other of a crescent,
and two panels, the first inscribed in relief M W N
and the other bearing a monogram of the initials
W N and M B, enclosed within a garland.
69. Carved Stone, Lady Yester's Church ,
Infirmary Street.-The upper part of a mural
monument has been inserted about half-way up the
outer side of the E. wall of Lady Yester's Church.
It has fluted pilasters and a broken pediment containing a cherub's head in the centre as a finial.
The panel between the pilasters displays in relief a
crown, from which swags of drapery are suspended
on either side of a lozenge-shaped facet in high relief.

t
t

'" For the identification of these arms with the Yorkshire
family of Parley, see a .E .C., xv, p. 1I8.
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Formerly known as Bruce's Close .
Dr. Johnson stayed here in 1773.
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70. Carved Stones, Edinburgh Public
Library.-Two 17th-century door-lintels from the
Hope mansion, which stood in the Cowgate, have been
re-erected over internal doorways in the Library.
The one on the second floor is inscribed TECVM
HABITA 1616, while the one in the basement bears
AT HOSPES HVMO. As they stand these inscriptions
are fragmentary, and were clearly meant to be continued on adjoining stones. Cf. Bruce Home,
Old Houses in Edinburgh, (unpaged) under" Hope
House"; O.E.C., xiv, p. 71; and Alison Dunlop,
Anent Old Edinburgh, pp. I and 12.
71. Carved Stone, 11 Potter Row.-In the
front of this modern tenement has been inserted an
old lintel, dated 1629 and bearing a merchant's mark
followed by the inscription BLISED BE GOD I FOR AL
HIS GIFTS, with a monogram of the initials RAC H
below the date.

(v) THE BURGH: SITES

(Notes on some vanished buildings contributed
by Mr. C. A. Malcolm, M.A., Ph.D.)
72. Collegiate Church of St. Mary in the
Fields.-The "Kirk 0' Field" stood within its
precinct on part of the site now occupied by the
University buildings (No. 57). The Library and
the adjoining area of the quadrangle cover the position
of the church, to the E. of which, backing on what is
now the W. side of South Bridge, lay the yards
and lodgings associated with it; and at the junction
of that street with South College Street stood the
" Old Provost's ~ouse," where Darnley was murdered in 1567. In the view of Edinburgh of 1544
(Fig. 59) the church is shown with a central tower,
but the particulars cannot be relied on as the building
is drawn conventionally. The church is also represented in a contemporary drawing prepared to
illustrate the Darnley murder and now preserved in
the Public Record Office, London; but although this
drawing was evidently compiled from two sketches
made from different view points, and consequently
requires some interpretation,l the particulars of the
church are sufficiently clear. It appears as a low
cruciform building of the 13th century having a W.
tower capped with a saddle-back roof; but the
original E. end has been replaced in the 15th century
by a lofty choir with the polygonal apse that was
current at that time. With the exception of the
tower all parts of the church are roofless; nevertheless, it may be assumed that the later choir was
• The exact date cannot be stated as the volume
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vaulted but that the original part of the fabric was
not.
The church belonged to Holyrood Abbey an d is
on record in Bagimond's Roll of c. 1275.2 In the
early 15th century the growth of the Cowgate gave
it further importance, and it was granted collegiate
rank before 1511* with a provost, ten prebendaries
and two choristers.
On the site of its hospital, which had been burned
by the English in 1544, the Duke of Chatelherault
built a mansion about 1552.3 This house, which was
noteworthy for its gardens and its painted windows,
later became the library of the Old University (No.
57), and was only demolished in 1798.
1 Cf. Mahon, The Tragedy of Kirk 0' Field, passim
and P.S.A.S., lxvi (1911-2), pp. 140 ff. 2 Priory of
Coldingham, Surtees Society, addenda p. cxii.
3 Accts. L.H.T., x, pp. xxiii f.

73. Dominican Friary.-The Blackfriars' convent occupied a large area lying between the Cowgate
and Drummond Street, W. of the Pleasance and E.
of the end of Infirmary Street. The ground, which
had previously been the King's Manor, was given to
the Order by Alexander 11 in 1230. A plan of the
site, showing church, cloister, domestic buildings,
cemetery and garden, was prepared by Dr. Moir
Bryce. 1 The buildings were partially burned in
1528 and suffered further at the hands of the English
in 1544, but were afterwards repaired, to be finally
destroyed by the mob in 1559. 2
The Friary was a place of importance and is
frequently mentioned in historical records. It was
there, for example, that Cardinal Baiamond had his
quarters when he summoned the sheriffs and churchmen, in 1275, to declare the value of their lands.
Distinguished visitors were received there-Henry ·
VI and his queen in 1461, the ambassadors of
Edward IV in 1474,3 Perkin Warbeck the imposter
in 1498,4 and Cardinal Beaton in 1520. The Exchequer officials were likewise housed in the Friary;
and it was also the meeting-place of a Church
Council in 1536,5 in 1549,6 in 15527 and in 1559 8 •
1 O.E.C., iii, p. 78.
2 Laing, Collegiate Churches,
p. xxxiii and O.E.C., iii, pp. 59, 66. 3 Rymer,
Foedera, xi, p. 823. 4 Exch. Rolls, xi, pp. lviii and
153. 5 Diurnal, p. 20. 6 Statutes of the Scottish
Church, S.H.S., p. 85. 7 Concilia Scotiae, p. cli.
8 Statutes of the Scottish Church, S.H.S., p. 187.

74. Franciscan Friary.-The Order of Friars
Minor, the "Grey Friars," had their church and
convent on the sloping ground that occupies the
angle formed by the Grassmarket and Candlemaker
Row. The community came to Edinburgh in 1447,
of the Calendar of the Papal Registers covering th e
years 1500 to 1510 has not yet been published.
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J ames Douglas of Cassilis taking a leading part in
the arrangements for their reception. I Permission
to settle was granted to the Order by the Provost of
the Church of St. Giles; he likewise allowed the
Friars to make use of the neighbouring Chapel of
St .. John, which had belonged until 1437 to the
KnIghts o.f ~t. John of Jerusalem. 2 Neither drawing
nor de~cnptlOn of the structure has ~urvived, but it
was eVidently a place of some pretensIOns as the first
Warden, John Gormok, considered it altogether too
sumptuous for the Order's use. 3
The Friars occupied themselves largely with
medical missionary work among the sick poor; but
ther also di~t.inguished themselves by the vigour of
their oppositIOn to the new doctrines. Like the
Dominicans, they were attacked by the mob in 1559
and their house was eventually destroyed. For the
parish church that subsequently arose on their land
see No. 7.
.
I Annales Minorum seu Trium Ordinum a Sancto
Francisco Institutorum, ed. 1731, xi, p. 321, no. 89,
and Reg. Mag. Sig., 1479, no. 1434. 2 Reg. Cart.
St. Egid., pp. 111-2. 3 Annales Minorum, etc., loco
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the same establishment as that of the "sisters of
Sanct Mary Wynd .. mentioned in 1522,3 of which a
further record occurs in 1535. 4 The chapel belonging to the Hospital was resorted to for worship
by the " clengers .. (cleansers) in time of plague. 5
I Registrum Supplicationum (Vatican archives) vo!.
348, f. xxviiv (30th May, 1438); vo!. 349, f. ~XXXv
(2nd July, 1438). 2 B.R., 1403-1528, p. 117. 3 Reg.
Cart. St. Egid., p. 215. 4 Ibid., p. 23 6. 5 B.R.,
1403- 1528 , p. 77·

77. Maison Dieu, Bell's Wynd.- At the head
of Bell's Wynd there stood a house called" Maison
Dieu," the property of George Crichton, Bishop of
Dunkeld. l Its early history is lost. One of the
few references made to it is contained in a deed of
1582, w4ich states that a lease of it was given by the
" bedlars" of the Hospital of St. Thomas beside
Holyrood. 2
.
I

Register of Presentations, ii, fol. 74V •

2

Ibid.

75. Preceptory of the Knights of St. John
of Jerusalem.-The Knights of St. John, who
received the Templars' lands on that Order's
dissolution in 1309, held lands both in Edinburgh
and in the Canongate. It is worth noting that their
Canongate property, which extended from St. Mary's
Wynd to St. John's Pend and was therefore within
t~e territorial boundaries of the burgh of Canongate,
dId not legally form part of it. It was termed St.
John's Land, and after 1437 was referred to in
charters as being within the liberties of Edinburgh.
. The large size of this property suggests that a House
stood somewhere upon it, but of this no record has
survived; in Edinburgh, however, a "temple
chapel" existed in 1500 in the West BOWl. The
leasing of a piece of " waste temple land" in 1426 2
suggests that the Hospitallers vacated their quarters
~n the Canongate at about this date; and by 1437 it
IS clear that these lands had been disposed of. 3
1 Acts of the Lords of Council in Civil Causes, pp.
457 f. But the remains noted by Macgibbon and
Ross (Cast. f!:j Dom. Arch., iv, p. 414) cannot have
been part of this structure as they are purely domestic
and are not of an earlier date than the turn of the
16th and 17th centuries. 2 Reg. Cart. St. Egid,
p. 47. 3 Ibid., p. 62. "Lople" is no doubt a misreading of the word" hospitale .. written in a contracted form.

78. .. Palace of Mary of Guise," Castle Hill.
-Among the notable buildings that stood on Castle
Hill .may b~ mentioned the house traditionally
associated wIth the Queen Regent. According to
Drummond l the house stood on the N. side of the
street behind a fore-land on the W. side of BIyth's
Close, but returned E. so that its N. windows commanded an extensive view of the Forth. It may also
have extended along the E. side of the Close in a
wing abutting on the back wall of Somerville's Land
(p. !xx), as indicated on the map issued with volume
xi of The Book of the Old Edinburgh Club. Drummond records that" the entrance from the Close was
by a spiral stair, to an indifferently lit lobby, leading
to a series of what had been large and lofty apartments, well-lighted, and having beautifully designed
ceilings . .. Remains also existed of stone mantelpieces and elaborately carved niches; some of the
apartments had plain and ornate oak linings and
doors, others were provided with fixings for tapestry.
There were also two halls with wagon-shaped timber
roofs . . . " The house was demolished in 1861 to
make way for the Free Church General Assembly
Hall; one of its doors and portions of a painted
ceiling are preserved in the National Museum
(K L 38 and K L 45-47, cf. No. 159), and panels
from another door2 are preserved at Darnick Tower,
near Melrose.
laId Edinburgh, PI. I. 3 Illustrated in the Transactions of the Hawick Archaeological Society, 1928, opp.
P·27·

76. Hospital of St. Mary, St. Mary's Wynd.
-This is the earliest recorded hospital in Edinburgh.
It was founded by the magistrates in 1438,1 and was
re-roofed in 15°8. 2 This mayor may not have been

79. The Weigh-House, Castle Hill.-Some
facts are known regarding at least four weigh-houses
which have in turn occupied a site at the corner
of the West Bow and Castle Hill. The earliest

cit.
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recorded member of the series was destroyed by the
English in 1384.1 In 1561 the Over Tron, or Butter
Tron, as it was then called, 'appears as a scene of
public festivities. 2 In 1614 the Town Council
replaced the old building with a new one, which was
called the Weigh-House, and ordained that not only
butter, cheese and other country produce but all
other merchandise weighing more than two pounds
should be brought to it to be weighed before sale. 3
This new weigh-house was provided with a spire and
a clock; it was used and subsequently demolished
by Cromwell's troops during the siege of 1650.4
Another Weigh-House was built in 1660, the cellar
of which was occasionally used as a gaol. This
latest building was demolished in 1822 to widen the
approach to the Castle.
1 Exch. Rolls, iii, p. 117. 2 Diurnal, pp. 67 f.
4 Nicoll, Diary, P.40
3 B.R., 1606-1626, pp. 110 f.

80. The Tolbooth of Edinburgh, High
Street.-Mention has been made (p. xl) of
the charter by which a site was provided, in
1386, for a new "Bell-House," successor to
the praetorium of 1369. Nothing · is on record
about this building until 1403, when we hear
of a praetorium in which were accommodated
the Town Council, the Justice Ayres, the Law
Courts and Parliament. According to Mr. P.
Millar, from whose account 1 most of the present
details have been taken, this tolbooth stood on the
S. side of the High Street a little to the W. of the
nave-gable of St. Giles' Church (No. 2), with its
S. wall in alinement with the N. wall of the Church.
The site is outlined in the street with markers of
brass. If the building occupied the whole of the
site specified in 1386, its overall dimensions must
have been 60 ft. i~ length by 30 ft. in breadth, and
a roadway about 30 ft. wide would have been left
clear between it and the houses that faced it on the
N. side of the street. Although from 1480-1 onwards the Tolbooth included a prison, it appears to
have remained without material alteration until 1561,
when the magistrates, finding themselves inconveniently crowded, decided to extend their premises
by taking in part of St. Giles' Church. Queen
Mary's intervention then led to the construction of a new building for the use of the Lords of
Session and of the Town Council on a site at the
S.W. corner of St. Giles' Church, now occupied by
part of the Signet Library. It was linked up with
the part of the Church that had previously been
marked out for secular use. Contrary, however, to
the Queen's order, the old Tolbooth was not demol~shed, but was eventually reconstructed and extended;
It survived as the common prison until 1817.
Some idea of the appearance of the building as it
stood immediately before its demolition may be
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gained from the drawings of two artists of the period. 2:
Both agree as to the principal details of the Tolbooth_
As they saw it, it consisted of two adjoining blocks.
The W. one, of four storeys and an attic, served by a
central turnpike projecting from the S. side, had
rubble walls relieved by four string-courses and.
represented a substantial reconstruction made in
16 I 0- I I. The E. block, known to the very last as
the Bell-House, was altogether finer. It was of
polished ashlar and had been restored at least half a
century before its neighbour. It had four storeys.
and an attic, served by a turnpike stair projecting·
from the S.E. corner. On both the exposed sides.
the windows had horizontal hood-moulds, and those
facing N. on the first and second floors were flanked
by Gothic niches.
When the Tolbooth was finally demolished, Sir
Walter Scott secured the following fragments, which
are still at Abbotsford :-( I) A nail-studded door of
oak, fitted on the outside with an iron bar and lock.
complete with keys. (2) An ogival 16th-century
door-pediment containing a shield surmounted by a
crown, charged with the Royal Arms and supported
by two unicorns, evidently removed from over theentrance to the E. turnpike. (3) Several stones.
wrought to a circle, moulded jamb-stones and a.
door-head, probably from the same staircase.
(4) Two of the late 15th-century Gothic niches
removed from the N. side of the E. block.
The following relics are preserved in the N ationar
Museum of Antiquities :-(1) A padlock with staple,
formerly attached to the" Cage." (2) The " gaud ,'~
or iron bar with chain and fetters for ankles, by which
criminals condemned to death were formerly secured.
(3) An iron girdle with manacles at each side. (4) A
set of fetterlocks. Cf. also O.E.C., iv, pp. 75 fr.
1 P.S.A.S., xx (1885-6), pp. 360 fr.
2 D. Somerville, published in O.E.C., iv, pp. 74, 77; the Rev.
J. Syme, preserved in the Library of the Society of
Antiquaries of Scotland.

81. The Luckenbooths, High Street.-This.
name was given to a four-storeyed tenement, timberfronted for the most part, which stretched along theN. side of St. Giles' Church being separated from it
by a narrow passage in which, between the buttresses;
of the church, were placed the open stalls that were
called "krames." When first built, in 1440, thetenement was of two storeys only, and was known as·
the" Buith Raw"; it was heightened in the 16th or
17th century. The intrusion of this building into
the High Street and the consequent narrowing of the
thoroughfare was a long-standing cause of resentment,
the earliest recorded objector having been William
Dunbar, the poet; the Luckenbooths, however,
continued to stand until 1817, when they were:
demolished.
12 7
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82. A high building in Parliament Close.This tenement stood on what is now the E. side of
Parliament Square and, though it possessed no
features of architectural interest, it was remarkable
.as being the highest building in Edinburgh. It had
.seven storeys towards Parliament Close and fifteen
t owards the Cowgate, where the ground dropped
·sharply away. It was entirely destroyed by the
;great fire of 1700.

It was of quadrilateral plan, being built about a
courtyard to which entrance was obtained through
an arched passage opening upon Blackfriars' Wynd.
The whole of the ground-floor was vaulted, and
access to the first, or main, floor was by a broad
flight of steps which rose from the entrance passage.
On the Cowgate side there was a hexagonal turret,
supported on a stone pillar. l The house originally
belonged to J ames Beaton,2 Archbishop of Glasgow
from 1509 to 1522 and thereafter Archbishop of St.
Andrews until 1546, whose coat of arms remained
visible at the entrance in Blackfriars' Wynd long
after the building had become ruinous. 3 According
to tradition, Archbishop Beaton was succeeded in the
ownership of the house by his nephew, the Cardinal.

83. The Black Tur.1.pike, High Street.This mansion, which was also known as the "Auld
Bishop of Dunkeld's Ludging," was built in 1461 on
the S. side of the High Street and a few feet W. of the
Tron Church (No. 3). Two 18th-century drawings
·o f the house exist; one, by J ames Skenel, shows a
building of four storeys with closed piazzas, and the
<other, made by George Sandy in 1788,2 gives it three
:storeys only and shows the piazzas as open. The
latter representation is much more likely to be
accurate than the former, as there is no evidence of
any 15th-century house possessing more than three
:storeys. An inscribed door-lintel which appears to
have come from this house is preserved at Abbots- ford. 3 The inscription, which reads THE LORD OF

In 1520 this house was the meeting place of the
Hamiltons; who, with the Archbishop's assistance,
plotted to massacre jhe Douglases-a plot which
culminated in tbe "Cleanse the Causeway" fight
between the. two factions. J ames V lodged in it in
1528, and in 1561 a banquet was given there by the
Town in honour of Mary, Queen of ScotS.4
1 Wilson, Memorials, ii, pp. 98 if.
2 Pitscottie,
Historie and Cronicles of Scotland, ii, p. 313. 3 Wilson, lac. cit. 4 Diurnal, p. 71.

ARMEIS IS MY PROTECTOR / BLISSIT AR THAY THAT
'TRVST IN THE LOR/n, is set between a monogram of the

initials A C and M B at one end and the date 1575,
.associated with a monogram of the initials A C, at
the other. The Black Turnpike was demolished in
1788 to make room for Hunter Square and Blair
'Street, these alterations being part of the scheme of
-improvements of which the construction of the
South Bridge was a leading feature.
Mary Queen of Scots and Darnley stayed in the
1Jlack Turnpike after their return from Dunbar in
1566, but the tradition that Mary was imprisoned
there after her capture at Carberry appears to have
-originated in a confusion between this house and the
house of Sir Simon Preston on the N. side of the
High Street, which was also known as the " Black
Turnpike."4 It is uncertain whether James V also
:stayed there as the guest of the Bishop of Dunkeld,
as the 'Bishop had a second house on the N. side of
the High Street.
1 Skene, Series of Sketches, p. 80 and Grant, Old
.and New Edinburgh, i, p. 136. 2 MS. diary preserved
in the Signet Library. 3 Memorial of Waiter Scott,
-pp. 98 f. 4 P.S .A.S., lxxiv (1939-40), pp. II6 if.

84. "Cardinal Beaton's House," Cowgate.
-This building stood on the N. side of the Cowgate,
between Blackfriars' Wynd and Todrick's Wynd.

~~DINBURGH

85. The Mint, Cowgate.-The last in succession of five buildings utilised as the Royal Mint stood,
until 1877, on the N. side of the Cowgate between
South Gray's Close on the E. and Todrick's Wynd*
on the W. It consisted of workshops, offices, and
houses for officials, arranged about a courtyard and
enclosed by a high, massive wall with a turret at the
N.W. corner. The original entrance was by Todrick's Wynd. Wilson, who examined the building
in 1847, gives a fairly detailed description, 1 and Mrs.
Stewart Smith reproduces a picture 2 which shows
the turret and the pend. A plan, prepared in 1871,
is preserved in the Sasine Office, H.M. General
Register House.
The building was begun in 1574 and was ready for
use in 1581. The Mint was under the direction of
an official called the "Master Cunzeor," a post at
one time held by John Napier, the inventor of
logarithms. In addition to the Mint's ordina~y
functions, its magnificent hall seems to have been m
demand for weddings and banquets, at least in its
earlier years; the fact that it was chosen for the
banquet given by the Town to James VI and his
bride in 1590 suggests that it was then the finest
room in Edinburgh.

lMemorials, ii, p. 131. 2Historic Stones of Edinburgh,
p. 17 8.

• Situated immediately E . of Blackfriars' Wynd, demolished soon after 186 7.
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PLATE 93 .

FIG. 2 77 .- Ho1yrood Abbey (No. 86); W . front .

To/ace p. I'2 8.

PLATE 94.

PLATE 95.

FIG. 279.-Holyrood Abbey (No. 86);

interior of W. gable.
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PLATE 97.

FIG. 282 .- Holyroocl Abbey (No. 86); bay of N. aisle of nave .

PLATE g8.

FIG . 28 3.- Lowermost tier of arcading on W. gable.

FrG. 28 4 .- Wall-arcade of S. aisle .
HOLYROOD ABBEY (No. 86).
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PLATE

100.

FIG.

287.-The Palace of Hol yroodhouse (No. 87); gate-house from N.,
showing remains of vaulted pend.

FIG. 288 .-Holyrood Abbey (No. 86); N.E. corner of nave,
showing Abbot Crawford's screen and the Countess of Eglinton's tomb.
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THE ABBEY AND THE PALACE

86. Holyrood
Abbey.-This
house
of
Augustinian Canons was founded by David I in
1128. The legend of the foundation, which is given at
the end of this article, simply repeats the story of the
conversion of St. Hubert (656-727), which in turn is
based upon the story of St. Eustace (c. II8); and
it is no doubt discounted by the fact that an essential
part of King David's cultural policy was the introduction of the Regular Orders into his realm. However that may be, once the foundation was made,
the convent was drawn from the Augustinian house
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the place was in general marshy, unfertile and unhealthy. Even as late as 1507 there was a loch near
by, which had to be done away with before the
gardens of the Palace could be laid out.
All that survives of the Abbey above ground is the
ruined nave of the church, as repaired and consolidated by H.M. Office of Works in 1911. In the
course of its work the Department exposed the
foundations of the vanished choir and transepts, and
these have been left open for inspection. The discoveries were planned at the time (Fig. 289), and are
interpreted here in a diagram (Fig. 290) which makes
the general arrangement clear. Within the area of
the choir were unearthed the foundations of a

c:!1
PALACE.
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FIG. 289.-Holyrood Abbey (No. 86); The Abbey Church, from a plan prepared by the
Ministry of Works.

~t Scone, '*' and Aylwin, who is prominently mentioned

the legend, was the first abbot. Until their new
home was ready, the canons are said to have been
lodged in Edinburgh Castle. l
The site chosen for the Abbey was at the lower, or
E., end of the rocky ridge that tails down from the
Castle (p. I); it was fairly level, but had a slight
fall. f:om W. to E. The suhsoil is blue clay and,
untIl It was drained and cultivated in the 13th century,
III

• Scone, which had been colonised from NosteIl Priory

12 9

separate building, which on account of its small size
and of the burials associated with it-the majority
of these were found on the S.E.-was then thought
to be the remains of a Celtic church. 2 Another
explanation seems now more probable. Further
excavation, carried out in 1924, proved that the
foundations in question had extended beneath the
present nave. Moreover, the latter has been constructed in sections, as if to encase some earlier
in Yorkshire, also colonised the Priory of St. Andrews,
(P.S.A.S., xlix (1914-5), p. 9 1 ).
P
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building which was not removed until its successor
was more or less finished-a normal procedure in
the Middle Ages, when major buildings were
invariably the work of successive generations. This
fact, coupled with the further facts that this early
building occupies the exact position in relation to
the later one that would be expected in the circumstances suggested and that no pre-existing building
is mentioned in the charter of foundation, points to
the conclusion that we have here the last vestiges of
the Abbey Church of 1128. If that is the case, the
original structure was cruciform, and was unaisled
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FIG. 290.-Holyrood Abbey (No. 86); plan showing the
relation between the earlier and later churches.

except for a chapel aisle on the eastern side of each
transept; there is no evidence that its E. end was
apsidal. Its length is actually unknown, although
shown in Fig. 290 as approximately 170 ft. The clear
span of the nave and choir was 23 ft., and that of the
transepts I ft. less. One of the doorways, which
can be referred to the first half of the 12th century
on the evidence of the architectural detail, was taken
down and rebuilt as the E. entrance from the cloister
into the S. aisle of the present nave when this came
to be built in or about the year 1220. Nothing survives of the first cloister, but, like its successor, it was
certainly on the S. side of the church.
In the latter part of the 12th century it was
decided to rebuild the church upon a more sumptuous scale. In the scheme that ultimately came to
be developed within the two succeeding centuries a
new building arose, vaulted throughout, and squareended. It comprised a nave of eight bays with
western towers; N. and S. transepts, each of
two bays and with an E. chapel-aisle; and an aisled
choir of six bays including a Lady Chapel, two bays
wide, which was flanked on each side by a chapel at
the end of either aisle. To accommodate additional
«0
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chapels, an outer choir-aisle was later thrown out on
the S. side. There is reason to suppose that the
crossing-tower was not carried above the high roofs.
The architectural history of this second church, as
reflected by the fabric, may be summarised as
follows.
It is reasonable to suppose that reconstruction
would begin with the conventual choir and transepts;
their foundations, however, seem to have been
removed to make way, as will appear, for a still later
expansion of these parts. But the arrangement
existing in the second half of the 12th century may
have included an aisled choir of three bays with a
central apse, and square transepts with eastern
apsidioles. As regards the nave there is no uncertainty. Here, towards the last decade of the 12th
century, building began on the outer wall of the N.
aisle, and· proceeded continuously until the stringcourse below the aisle windows had been reached.
The ground-co\.!rse, however, was extended round
the W. gable as far as the S. respond of the pier
arcade. By the beginning of the 13th century the
wall of the N. aisle had attained its maximum height;
the W. gable and its doorway were progressing; and
work on the S. aisle had already begun. «0 About
1220 the bases of the pier arcade were laid; this
arcade, as well as the crossing-piers, had reached the
triforium-Ievel by the middle of the century, by
which time the W. gable and W. towers had attained
a similar height while the S. aisle had already been
completed. The high wall-heads were probably
ready for their vault about 1260. The next step
was to vault the aisles-the ribs of the N. aisle are of
a later section than are those of the high vault-and
immediately thereafter, no doubt, the vault surfaces
were covered with steeply-pitched wooden roofs,
heavily slated.
By this time the late 12th-century choir and
transepts were so far out of date that they had to be
rebuilt in their turn, and from now onwards the
architectural detail, which had so far been .. international" in character, begins to assume features
which are definitely native. The masonry shows
that the rebuilding of the N. transept was not
undertaken until some time after the nave vault had
been turned, that is to say about 1275, and the choir
with its two main aisles may be supposed to have
followed successively; but these parts can hardly
have been completed before the middle of the 14th
century as the work must have been interrupted in
1322 by Edward Il's forces. To the middle of the
14th century may likewise be attributed the earliest
part of the S. transept, followed shortly afterwards
by the S. outer aisle of the choir.
At length the church was again complete in all its
parts and the remodelling of the conventual buildings

This aisle, which seems to be from the hand of another master-mason, was built more rapidly than its neighbour.
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could accordingly be undertaken. There is evidence
that a new chapter-house, octagonal on plan, was
built about 1400. Then the older part of the church
fabric began to call for repair, for, although masonry
and foundations were excellent, insufficient provision
had been made for the vault thrusts and as early as
the beginning of the 14th century preparation had
had to be made for additional support to the S. side
of the nave. It was left to Abbot Crawford, however, in the second half of the 15th century, to overcome the danger by means of flying buttresses
received on sturdy, lateral buttresses with heavy
pinnacles. It may be assumed that by this time the
parish had fully established its right to the nave, for
the same abbot also made in the N. aisle, for parish
use, a handsome new doorway with a benatura on
its E. side, besides erecting a stone screen between
nave and crossing. Before the century was out
Abbot Bellenden, Crawford's successor, had" theikit
the kirk with leid," and had effected 'some minor
alterations on the wall of the S. aisle of the nave.
In 1544 Holyrood was burnt and looted by
Hertford's troops, and on their return in 1547 the
same troops stripped the lead from the church roofs.
In 1570, when Adam Bothwell, Bishop of Orkney
and Commendator of this Abbey since 1568, was
charged before the General Assembly with neglect
of the fabric, he pleaded poverty and proposed that,
as the choir and transepts were now superfluous and
ruinous-the two eastern crossing-piers being actually dangerous-he should pull these parts down and
apply the money accruing from the sale of the
material to the repair of the nave, the parish however
sharing in the expense. 3 This proposal must have
been sanctioned, for the church was immediately
reduced to its present dimensions by the closing-in
of the arches at the pulpitum, and the erection of
lofts to increase the seating accommodation. An
alteration made to the great W. window may be
ascribed to the same time.
In 1633 Charles I decided that his coronation
should take place in the Abbey Church. But the
place was then dark, incommodious and out of repair,
and orders for its restoration were accordingly given
"both for the credite of the countrie and for the
solemnitie of that important actioun." The Lords
of Secret Council thereupon instructed the King's
Masters of Work, Sir James Murray and Anthony
Alexander, to take action with all diligence. The
desks and lofts were to be removed; the E. gable
was to be taken down and rebuilt with a " faire new
window"; an E. window was to be placed in the
N. aisle; the N. tower was to be made ready for a
peal of bells; and the W. gable and door were to be
repaired.' The W. front was, in fact, finished off
on baroque lines.
With the rising importance of the Palace the
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parishioners came to be ousted from the church in
which they had long since acquired parochial rights,
and when a new parish church came to be erected
in the Canongate (No. 89) in 1687, the nave of the
Abbey Church became officially what it had long
been in practice, the Chapel Royal, and was sumptuously fitted out for this purpose. But in 1758, when
the roof required attention, the Court of Exchequer
voted £1000 towards its repair, and this spelled
the destruction of the fabric. It was found that the
roof timbers had decayed, and, to avoid the expense
of renewal, the timber roof was taken down and the
upper surfaces of the high vault were covered with
heavy stone flags. The extra weight of the flags
caused a thrust which Abbot Crawford's reinforcement
was unable to withstand; and in the course of the
next ten years the wall-heads were gradually pressed
out until finally the vault and the clearstorey crashed
to the ground. Since then the nave has been a ruin.
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
EXTERIOR.-The fas;ade, although mutilated, ruinous, and encroached upon by an adjoining wing of
the Palace, remains one of the finest early medireval
compositions in Britain. Its design is balanced yet
rhythmic, while its architectural detail, relieved with
appropriate enrichment, is refined and restrained
throughout. At either end rose a square terminal
tower-the northern one still survives although
reduced from its original height. These towers
were attached to the W. angles of the nave aisles by
a narrow gorge, and being thus placed could give no
support to the nave arcade; by way of compensation
therefore the W. gable was made unusually heavy,
and this constructional necessity was turned to
aesthetic account in the design of the great W.
windows as will be described shortly. Within these
towers the gable lies recessed, but its central part is
slightly advanced for greater dignity, and is treated
as a separate unit in the composition. The W.
doorway is not quite central but appears to be so,
the superstructure having been ingeniously adapted
to this end. It has major and minor shafts, staggered
in the Transitional fashion, and standing detached
from the jamb except for a mid-band. The shafts
rise from moulded bases to capitals sculptured with
foliage and zoomorphic ornament. The equilateral
arch-head has boldly moulded bowtels relieved by
concave members, several of which are enriched with
deeply undercut and pierced foliage. The arcaded
tympanum rests on a lintel sculptured with a
" Heavenly Choir." In the" repairs" of 1633 the
dividing pier of the twin openings and the innermost
arch-memhers were removed, the arcaded tympanum
being replaced at a higher level within the enla~ged
opening and supported by a 17th-century oak hntel
which in turn rested upon two grotesque corbels of
the same period. The lintel has a central cartouche
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exhibiting the initials of Charles I, and in the spandreI space two shallow niches flank the archhead.
Above the door were the two great W. windows,
the dominant feature of the elevation. Set at the
back of a screened gallery or tribune, which was used
on Palm Sundays by four canons or singing-boys, ....
these windows, the form and extent of which were
controlled in a general way by the sexpartite vault
within, had three lights each and rose through two
storeys to end below an arcade of eight bays which
enriched the upper part of the gable. It is much to
be regretted that the lower part only of these windows
has been allowed to remain, the upper part having
been replaced by post-Reformation building; the
larger portion of the screen-work in front of them is,
however, almost entire. The lower arcade of the
screen has normal trefoiled heads, while the upper
one has segmental heads, exquisitely cuspedt at their
junction with the colonnettes and adorned in the
spandrels with zoomorphic carving. On the mid
pier, as well as on either side of the screen, are
scanty traces of the surface shafts that bore the outer
members of its arch-heads, and within the tribune
may be seen the four nook-shafts that bore the inner
members. Windows and screen are tied together by
a stout constructional rib. On the front of the central
pier of the screen has been inserted a cartouche
inscribed HE SHALL BUILD ANE HOUSE / FOR MY NAME
AND
FOR
REX
I;)C

I WILL / STABLISH THE THRONE / OF HIS KINGDOM /
EVER. / BASILICAM HANC SEMI-/ RUTAM CAROLUS
/ OPTIMUS INSTAURAVIT , ANNO DO(MI)NI / Cl;)
XXXIII (H The most excellent King Charles

restored this half-ruinous church in the year of our
Lord 1633 ").
Up to the level of the sills of these windows the
fa~ade is treated uniformly in two arcades, which
extend from the recessed angle-shaft at the N .W .
angle of the tower to the projection of the central
part of the gable. Above this level, however, the
tower has a belfry window on each of its four sides,
while a third tier of arcading surmounts the lower two
upon the gable. Although the style of the lower
arcades accords generally with that of the triforium,
the design of the belfry windows harks back to the
late Transitional work of the N. aisle. The lowest
tier o(arcading has foiled heads enriched with ballflower ornament and the spandrels are occupied by
portrait heads in relief, those on the tower being
larger than life size and contrasting with smaller
examples upon the gable. The second tier has
quatrefoiled perforations between the main and subarches, and roundels in the spandrels. The belfry
windows, now partly filled up, have shafted jambs
enriched with ball-flower ornament. Over these
"They sang the hymn" Glory, Laud and Honour,"
verse about with the convent, as the latter passed in
procession before the W. door. A similar gallery existed
from the beginning in the Abbey Church of Arbroath,
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ran another tier of windows and the tower was
completed with a pyramidal roof, probably covered
with lead. The fa~ade in general is held together
by its heavy ground-course and several stringcourses, while angle-rolls and vertical shafts serve to
emphasise its height. The masonry is faced throughout with ashlar of a hard yellow sandstone which is
capable of taking sharp arrises and delicate contours,
while the rubble core is of large stones, laid on their
beds and thoroughly grouted.
On the N. elevation the ground-course runs continuously round tower and aisle. On this side the
tower is not arcaded but has a single, narrow, chamfered light low down beneath the belfry window,
with another matching it on the E. side. Both
openings have been enlarged since their construction.
The aisle wall has had a heavy cornice from the first,
but to-day-its dominating features are Abbot Crawford's buttresses, built. in stages and surcharged with
heavy pyramidal pinnacles which are crocketted at
the arrises. Behind the pinnacles can be seen the
stubs of the flying buttresses. On their outer faces
the buttresses bear niches with tabernacled canopies
and moulded and carved corbel-sills. Above and
below some of the niches are armorial panels, the
majority of which are too much wasted to be legible ;
the panel on the central buttress, however, is in fair
preservation and its shield, which is supported by
angels, is charged: A fess [ermine] with a star of
five points in chief surmounted by a mitre [resting
upon a cross and saltire crossletted]. These arms
have been identified 5 as having belonged to Abbot
Crawford. In the second bay from the W. is the
richly-treated doorway that was inserted by this
abbot; it is flanked on eitlIer side by little buttresses
with crocketted finials, and on each jamb there is a
shaft which rises to a foliaceous impost-capital. The
arch-head is semi-circular, but the hood-mould is
ogival and encloses a niche containing an effigy;
while above are two angels supporting a shield
which was probably once charged with the arms that
have just been mentioned. The upper part of the
door-piece contains a handsome series of niches. In
its general arrangement this doorway recalls another
of rather later date at Melrose Abbey. Every bay of
the aisle wall contains a pointed window, checked
for an internal frame and provided with nook-shafts
inside and out. The shaft capitals have moulded
bases and simple foliated capitals with rectangular
abaci. The arch-heads are in two orders, both
chamfered, the outer one alone being enriched with
ball-flower ornament. The rear-arch is boldly
moulded and the jambs are widely splayed. Above
the tops of the windows nothing survives.
and in that of St. Andrews after an alteration on the W.
gable.

t
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The S. elevation is less dilapidated than the N.
one as it still stands to the height of the clearstorey
floor; but its W. end is covered by one of the gables
of the Palace, with the result that only five bays and
part of a sixth are exposed. In the easternmost bay
and in the third bay from the W. there were the usual
doorways leading to the cloister; but the encroachment of the Palace led to the W. door becoming
encased, and it is only recently that some of the
casing was removed in order to establish the position
of the opening. The E. doorway, which has already
,been referred to as a relic of the first church, has been
built up; its jambs have a nook-shaft with a scalloped
capital, its semi-circular arch-head is in two orders,
enriched with chevron ornament, and the label is
decorated with billets. The surrounding masonry
seems to be built of re-used 12th-century blocks of
ashlar. The lower parts of the bays between the
doorways are arcaded, each bay of the arcade comprising a group of five pointed, obtuse arches resting
on capitals carved with stiff-leaved foliage. The
colonnettes of the arcade rise from moulded bases
supported by the wall-bench. Each bay is recessed
within a pointed arch like that formed by the wall-rib
of a vault. In all probability the N. alley of the
cloister was in the first instance intended to be ribvaulted, but, if so, the project was abandoned. In
the upper part of each bay the aisle-wall thins above
the wall-rib, except where slender" lesenas " rise to
abut on the aisle vault within. The windows in the
upper part of the aisle-wall are generally similar to
those on the N. except that the check for the frame is
external. The roof of the aisle has been lowered in
height, and the triforium openings have consequ'ently
had to be built up. At the turn of the 15th and
16th centuries Abbot Bellenden rebuilt the two E.
windows of the aisle, giving them semi-circular heads,
a central mullion, and nook-shafts. The reinforcement contributed by his predecessor, Abbot Crawford, included sturdy island-buttresses inserted in
the outer wall of the cloister-walk. Five of them
still exist, though without their pinnacles. From
~hese buttresses, flying buttresses sprang to a sloping
mtake-member upon the" lesenas," where they were
counterweighted with pinnacles; and from these in
turn an upper series of flying buttresses rose to shore
up the high vaults. One of the surviving pinnacles
still exhibits Abbot Crawford's coat of arms.
INTERIOR.-The nave, which has been most
set out, has a total internal length of 128
ft. 10 m . and a width of 61 ft. 3 in. over the aisles.
The ba.ys of the central area are oblong, measuring IS
ft. 10 m. by 29 ft. 6 in., those of the aisles being
IS ft. 10 in. square. The bay design, which is threestoreyed, was executed in a manner different from
what had been originally planned, the change being
due mainly to the decision to cover the area with a
sexpartite in place of a quadripartite vault, such as
accura~ely

[CANONGATE

came to be used over the aisles. In the sexpartite
vault the transverse rib had to be received on a
central pier, and duality was therefore inevitable in
the amended design; this limitation was not only
accepted in the present case but was turned to
account. So long as the structure is stable that
form has advantages, but where, as in this church,
the vault severy only covers one bay of nave arcade
and the vault threatens to give way, intermediate
shores cannot be opposed to the tierceron thrust
without interfering with the windows of the aisle
and the clearstorey.
Turning first to the central area, we find that the
of the nave arcade have a large central
pomted bowtel flanked at each side by engaged as
well as by banded monolithic shafts, the latter
indicating that a high vault had been contemplated
from the first. The capitals are foliated' the
abacus is rectangular above the bowtel but is ~ircled
over the shafts. The nave and crossing piers have a
different section from that of the responds; they are
compact lozenge-shaped compounds of nooks and
columns and are built in courses. Their high waterholding bases, which follow the contours of the
shafts, rest on surbases which are elongated octagons
on plan. The capitals, carved with stiff conventional
foliage, have circled abaci. The nave arches, of
three orders, all roll-and-hollow moulded, are
o~tusely pointed. Between
them the engaged
tnple wall-shafts that supported the high vault rise
from the pier capitals. The sill of the triforium is
defined by a string-course, which returns round the
wall-shafts and also round a central foliated corbel,
from which rises a fluted monolithic shaft for the
purpose of supporting the tierceron rib. And it is
this rib that divides the triforium arcade into two
bays and implies the dual composition that has been
alluded to above. From this level upwards the wallshafts are monolithic but for a mid-band at the
springing level of the arcade, and they rise to the
moulded capitals on which the tas-de-charge of the
vault rested. The spring of the vault was laid below
the clearstorey to keep the vault-thrust as low as was
compatible with adequate clearstorey lighting. The
general treatment of the triforium suggests that it
was the work of English masons. Its arcades are
doublets, the E. pair of openings in each bay having
pointed heads while the W. pair have foiled ones;
both sets are recessed within acutely pointed subarches, the outer members of which are continued
to form a single obtusely-pointed outer arch.
re~ponds

On the outer side of the triforium wall a relieving
arch sprang from pier to pier and enclosed a small
intermediate pier intended to resist the thrust of the
tierceron. Bond timbers were included in the
masonry at the sills of these arches to tie the fabric
in from end to end.
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Little is left of the clearstorey which, like the stage
below, is defined by a string-course. From the
scanty trace~ that remained in 1909, however, it was
possible to prepare a drawing showing what the
arrangement had been (Fig. 291).6 This shows that
on either side of the shaft supporting the tierceron
rib the inner wall had two openings of unequal
width with acutely pointed heads, divided by a
shaft centred above the apex of the outer arch of the
triforium. The outer wall had a narrow window
centred with these openings, so that for each t.::y of
the pier-arcade there were four clearstorey lights,
the two in the middle being longer and wider than
the others. In 1909 some fragments of stained glass
from these windows, referable from their design to
the turn of the 13th and 14th centuries and probably
to the York school, were found on the upper surface
of the aisle vault below. As old glass is rep1arkably
scarce in Scotland it was thought desirable to preserve
the fragments, and accordingly all the better pieces have
been leaded up and are now preserved in the Palace.
Turning to the W. gable we notice that the inner
side of the W. door has banded nook-shafts with
oversailing, water-holding bases and foliated capitals
- on each jamb, the abacus of the capitals forming an
impost and continuing outwards as a string-course.
The arch-head is in two orders, the outermost
member being enriched with dog-tooth ornament.
Immediately above runs the string-course defining
the triforium passage, which at this end is at a lower
level than at the sides. In correspondence with the
pier-arcade the gable is bisected vertically, above the
string-course, by the triple wall-shafts that carried
the wall-ribs of the vault as well as a tierceron rib
which rose to a boss in the centre of the westernmost
bay of the vaulting. Thus the gable had two bays of
vaulting abutting on it, and below each was a threelight window which occupied the whole of the space
between the wall-rib and the wall-shaft. To-day
the original treatment can hardly be made out since
only the lower part of the windows remains open,
the upper part having been broken away and then
built up. At the level of these windows the gable,
which is nearly 10 ft. thick, contains two parallel
passages, of which the outer one, referred to on p. 132
as the tribune, is at a rather higher level than the
other, which corresponds to the triforium passage,
on account of a difference in height between the outer
and inner arches of the W . door. Screened from the
nave by an arcade where it crosses the windows, this
inner passage communicates with newel-stairs situated behind the W. responds of the nave arcade .
At a higher level in the window-jambs small built-up
openings can still be traced; these were probably
hatches from which planks were run out when the
glazing had to be repaired.
The W. crossing-piers and their arch correspond
in detail to the nave-arcade although the members are
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necessarily larger in scale. The archway itself is
filled up with a screen-wall surmounted by a
traceried five-light window which is known as the
Oracle Window; both wall and window were built
in 16337 and were repaired in 1816, but the gablet
above the arch was probably formed in 1570, when
the church was shortened. The corresponding
archways through which the aisles opened to the
transepts are also filled in. Within the N. one is a
two-light window, dating from 1633, which rests on
Abbot Crawford's screen. This screen has a central
doorway exhibiting a central armorial panel on either
face of its lintel. In each case the shield has a
crozier erected in pale behind it and is charged:
On a fess ermine two incised crosses, a star in dexter
chief, for Abbot Crawford. The doorway, which is
moulded on both sides but is enriched with paterae
on the outer side only, is flanked by two trefoiled
niches and is surmounted by eight bays of pierced
arcading above an enriched cornice.
Unlike the other arches at this end of the nave,
that which joins the S. aisle to the S. transept had
been altered before it came to be filled in with a
screen-wall on the reduction of the church to its
present dimensions, for it is obvious that the 13thcentury arch and the members of its S. pier were
replaced by others about the middle of the 14th
century. These later arch-members show contrasting contours of rolls with fillets, separated by
circular hollows, while the capital of the pier is
carved with Late Decorated foliage enlivened with
little portrait-heads.
The internal treatment of the aisles is generally
similar on each side of the church, and both vaults
are quadripartite. The vault of the S. aisle is still
complete. In both aisles the wall is divided vertically into bays by triple wall-shafts, and again horizontally by a string-course. In every bay there is a
window above the string-course and a decorative
arcade below it. The principal points of difference
between the aisles are as follows-the N. wall-shafts
have a large, central bowtel flanked by smaller monolithic shafts, while those on the S. have three equal
circular shafts all built in courses and separated by
arrises; the N. wall-arcades have interlaced arches.
enriched with nail-head ornament, springing from
the rectangular abaci of capitals carved with waterleaf and similar foliage, while the S. arcade has
obtusely pointed arches springing, save in one case,
from the circled abaci of capitals enriched with
stiff-leaved foliage; the colonnettes of the N. wallarcades stand free on bases which overhang their
plinths, while the bases of the S. colonnettes do not
overhang.
At the W. ends of both aisles are seen the entrances
to the W. towers. That on the S. has a semicircular arched head, with a bowtel for inner member,
resting on a rectangular impost, and the jambs have
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an angle-bowtel with a moulded base and foliaceous
capital. The entrance to the surviving tower is
lintelled and chamfered, as is the neighbouring door
which leads to the stair behind the N. respond. The
tower was originally floored with timber. Its lowest
storey, which corresponds roughly in height with the
two external arcades, has windows to N. and E.
which have been opened out since their construction.
The belfry stage, lit by its four large windows, was
entered from the triforium passage, and the missing
upper chamber was presumably approached by a
ladder.
BELLS, ETC.-Abbot Bellenden (1487-1503), among
his many benefactions to this Abbey, provided" the
gret bellis "; but only two bells of the peal, provision
for which was made in the N. tower in 1633, can now
be traced. The smaller of these, which bore the
inscription SOLI DEO GLORIA JAN BVRGERHUYS ME
FECIT 1608, was lent in 1774 to the Episcopal Chapel
in the Cowgate, and now hangs in the S.E. turret of
St. Paul's Church, York Place. The larger one was
transferred first to St. Giles' and later to the Tron
Kirk, where it perished in the fire of 1824.8 Of the
rest, some were damaged in Hertford's invasion in
1544 and were sent to the Castle, probably to be
recast as cannon,9 while others were carried off by
Somerset's troops in 1547.
In the sack of 1544 (p. 131) the brass font of the
Abbey Church was saved by Sir Richard Lee. He
had a grandiloquent inscription engraved upon it and
presented it to St. Alban's Abbey, Hertfordshire.
It is now lost, having been sold for scrap metal. It
was presumably from Holyrood also that he carried
off the brass lectern, inscribed: GEORGIVS CREICHTOVN EPISCOPVS DVNKELDENSIS* and exhibiting a plain
shield charged: A lion rampant, which he presented
to St. Stephen's Parish Church, St. Albans. -This
lectern was accidentaIly discovered about 1750,
buried in the chancel of this church, where it is still
in regular use. IO The workmanship suggests that it
was made in the Low Countries.
SEPULCHRAL IVlONUMENTS.- The E. bay of the S.
nave-aisle contains the royal vaults where rest David
II; James II; Prince Arthur, third son of James IV;
J ames V and Queen Madeleine de Valois; the
infant Arthur, Duke of Albany, son of James V by
Queen Marie de Guise-Lorraine; Henry, Lord
Darnley, consort of Mary, Queen of Scots; and
Jane, half-sister of Mary, Queen of Scots, and wife
of Archibald, fifth Earl of Argyle. Remains said to
• Provided to Holyrood as Abbot in 1500, and elevated
to the bishopric in 1526.
t On this see P.S.A.S., iv (1860-2), pp. 554-77. But it is
doubtful whether either of the skeletons recovered was that
of Mary of Gueldres, as neither appears to have come from
that part of the church in which the foundress would most
probably have been buried-namely a tomb-recess situated
in the N. wall of the choir and near the High Altar.
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be those of Queen Mary of Gueldrest were also
deposited here in 1848 on the demolition of Trinity
College Church (No. 4), which she had founded.
In the revolution of 1688 the royal vaults were
violated, and such of the leaden coffins as then escaped
destruction were stolen after the ruin of the church
in 1768. From an inspection made in 1683 it appears
that the outer leaden coffin of James V, which was
then already in pieces, bore the inscription!:
ILLVSTRIS SCOTORVM REX IACOBVS EIVS NOMINIS V:
(A)ETATIS SVAE ANNO XXXI: REGl'!I VERO XXX: MORTEM
OBIIT IN PALACIO DE FALKLAND 14 DECEMBRIS, ANNO
D(OMI)NI MDXLII CVIVS CORPVS HIC TRADITVM EST
SEPVLTVR(A)E.
(" The illustrious James, King of
Scots, the fifth of his name, died in the Palace of
Falkland on the 14th December in the year of our
Lord 1542, in the 31st year of his age and the
30th of his reign. His body is buried here"). The
coffin of QueeQ Madeleine, which is said to have
been enriched with a crown, flanked by gilt fleurs-delys, bore : MAGDALENA FRANCISCI REGIS FRANCIAE /
PRIMO GENITA REGINA SCOTIAE, SPONSA IACOBI V
/ REGIS A.D. MDXXXVII OBIIT. (" Madeleine, eldest
daughter of Francis, King of France, Queen of
Scotland and wife of King James V, died A.D.
1537"). The Countess of Argyle's remains were
identified, in the words of the MS. record of the
inspection§, by "ane inscription in smaIl letters
gilded upon a square of ye lead coffin, making it to
be the body of Dame Jean Stuart, Countesse of
Argile, wt ye year of her death 1585 or so. I doe
not well remember ye yeare." She died on Jan. 7th,
1587-8. In 1898 the vaults were placed in a
thorough state of repair by command of Queen
Victoria.
In the adjoining bay of the same aisle is the
burial-place of the Roxburghe family, containing,
with others, the body of Jane, daughter of Patrick,
Lord Drummond, and second wife of Sir Robert
Ker, first Earl of Roxburghe, whom she predeceased
in 1643. To the outer walls of this vault were
affixed a series of memorial panels, none of which
has survived.
To the W. pier of the second bay of the nave
arcade is affixed a small mural monument commemorating Adam Bothwell, one of the four bishops
who adhered to the Reformed Church. He was
appointed to the see of Orkneyll in 1559, and in
1563 was made a Senator of the College of Justice-a
dignity likewise held by both his father and his son.

t This inscription and several of those which follow
have been partially supplied with the assistance of Monteith,
An Theater of Mortality (edn. of 1713) and of Description
of the Monastery or Chapel Royal of Holyroodhouse (anonymous), Edinburgh, 1818.
§ Adv. MS. 33.3.26, preserved in the National Library
of Scotland.
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He took a considerable part in the ecclesiastical
affairs of his time, the third line of his epitaph
apparently referring to his work as a member of the
Leith Convention of 1572. In 1569 he became
Commendator of the Abbey of Holyroodhouse, and
his tomb stood near by in the nave of the Abbey
Church. In the circular pediment is a shield in low
relief, with rudimentary mantling and, at the top, a
half-figure which may be a post-Reformation rendering of an angel. The shield is charged: On a
chevron, between three trefoils slipped, a star. It is
enclosed by the motto OBDVRANDVM ADVERSVS
VRGENTIA (" Resist pressure ") and is flanked by the
initials A B. The panel beneath the pediment bears
a closely contracted Latin inscription which has been
expanded as follows: HIC RECO(N)DIT(VS) IACET
NOBILISSI(MVS) VIR / D(OMINVS) ADAM(VS) BOTHOVEILEPISCOP(VS) OR/ CHAD(ENSIS) ET ZEITLAND(IAE)
COM(MENDATOR) MO(NASTE)RIl (SANCTA!!) CRVCIS /
SE(N)ATOR ET CO(N)SILIARIVS REGIVS QVI / OBIlT
AN(N)O AETATIS SVAE 67''' 23 DIE / MENSIS A(V)GVSTI
ANNO D(OMINI) 1593 (" Here lies buried a man of

cherish thy fame for ever. Live to all eternity and
fare thee well ").
The small Renaissance monument erected in
memory of Alexander Mylne, King's Master Mason,
which originally stood about 70 feet farther E., was
reset in 1857 against the surviving part of the N.
transept. In the triangular pediment is a cartouche
flanked by the initials A M and charged: A cross
moline between two mullets in chief and another in
base. On a label above is the motto: TAM ARTE.
QUAM MARTE (" As much by skill as by strength").
The frieze bears the inscription: IN CLARISSIMUM
VIRUM ALEXANDRUM MILNUM LAPICIDAM / EGREGIUM
HIC SEPULTUM ANNO DOM. 1643 FEB 20. On the

central panel below the entablature are three couplets
of Latin elegiacs, followed by a verse translation in
English.

(vs)

SISTE HOSPES, CLARUS IACET HOC SUB MARMORE.
MILNUS
DIGNUS CUI PHARIUS CONDERET OSSA LABOR;
QUOD VEL IN AERE MYRON FUDIT VEL PINXIT
APPELLES .
ARTIFICI HOC POTU IT HIC LAPICIDA MANU.
SEX LUSTRIS TANTUM VIXIT SINE LABE; SENECTIAM

high renown, Sir Adam Bothwell, Bishop of Orkney
and Zetland, Commendator of the Monastery of
Holyrood, Senator of the College of Justice and
Privy Councillor, who died in the 67th year of his
age on the 23rd day of the month of August A.D.
1593"). Then follows an epitaph composed (as the
initials at the end indicate) by M( aster) H( ercules)
R(ollock)
EPITAPHIVM
NATE SE(N)ATORIS MAG(N)I MAG(N)E IPSE SE(N)ATOR
MAG(N)E SE(N)ATORIS TRIPLICE LAVDE PARE(N)S
TE(M)PORE CVIVS OPE(M) POSCE(NS) ET ECCLES lA SENSIT
AMPLEXA EST CVI(VS) CVRA FORE(N)SIS OPEM
VIXISTI EX ANI(M)I VOTO lAM PLEN(VS) HONORV(M)
PLEN(VS) OPVM SENIl lAM QVO(QVE) PLE(NVS) OBIS
SIC NIHIL VRNA TVI NISI ME(M)BRA SE(N)ILIA CELA(T)
TEQVE VETAT VIRT(VS) VIR TVA MAG(N)E MORI
I FAELEX (sic) MORTE REQVIE SVPERATO (sic) SVPRE(M)A
SIC PATRIAE ET LIBERIS FAMA PEREN(N)IS ERIT
AETERNV(M) VIVE ATQVE VALE
MHR

C'

Son of a great Senator, thyself a great Senator,
father too of a great Senator, a threefold distinction,
thou of whose help the Church too in its hour of
need was made aware betimes, thou whose help the
Law Courts welcomed, thou hast lived just such a
life as thou wouldst have desired. Now thou dost
depart, full of days, riches and honours. Thus
the grave hides nought of thee save the worn-out
framework of mortality, .and thy virtues, great
Senator, forbid that thou thyself shouldst die. Go.
Rest Happy, now that Death, the last enemy, is
overcome. Thus shall thy country and thy children
• The Dictionary of National Biography, on the evidence
of this epitaph, gives the date of Bothwell's birth as " in
or about 1527." It appears, however, from the Scots
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(sic)
PRODIDIT, ET MEDIUM CLAUSERAT ILLE DIEM.
STAY PASSENGER, HERE FAMOUS MILNE DOTH REST.
WORTHY TO BE IN AEGYPT'S MARBLE DREST .
WHAT MYRON OR APPELLES, COULD HAVE DONE
IN BRASSE OR PAINTRY HEE COULD THAT IN STONE.
BUT THRETTY YEARES HEE BLAMELESS LIVED; OLD AGE
HE DID BETRAY; AND IN'S PRIME LEFT THIS STAGE

Of two later inscriptIOns one records that the monument was restored by Robert Mylne, Architect, in
1776 and the other relates the circumstances of its
removal.
The burial-place of the Mylne family in Greyfriars
Churchyard is described under No. 7, Monument 42.
On the E. side of the screen-wall now separating
the S. aisle from the S. transept there are three·
inscribed panels, which have been removed from
the garden-wall of the Palace. The two smaller
ones rest on the larger. The inscription on the
dexter top panel reads : M[IND PASSENGER THY] GOING HENC[E]
[FROM CAPTAIN GRAHA]M HIS PROVIDENCE
[NOR ENVY] THOW THIS LITTLE STONE,
[HERE] IS NO PROWDE MAWSOLEON
BVT RATHER EMVLATE H[IS] HOPS (sic)
IN WHICH HE EARTH FAR OVERTOPS
NILUS' VA[S]T PYRAMEDS, LOE HEIR
A WARDROBE FOR HIS SOULE'S ATTIRE
HE DOTH PROVIDE; HE TRUSTS AT LA[ST]
THIS COAT INCARNAT NOT TO CAST,

Peerage, iv, p. 42 7, that his parents were not married.
before 1529. Possibly the figure in the inscrip tion was.
cut in error for 63.
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BUT LAY IT OFF.

THE WORLD MAY BVRN

A FRUITFULL WOMBE WHENCE HOPEFULL MEALLS+
ARE SPRUNG
TWO LUSTFRIE EYES THOUGHTS TEND[IN]G FARRE
AVOUE
THE REACH OF NATURE MOTION LESS BECOME
RESTS PEACABLE INTO THIS EARTHLY TOMBE
OBIIT 9 OF MAIl 1645 AETATIS SUAE 48.

YET SHALL HIS ASHES FROM HIS URNE
MUSTER HIS OUT-SIDE, AND PRESENT
CHRIST'S ALL MONARCHIQ(UE) PARLAMENT
WILLIAME GRAHAME
ANAGRAM""
AH ME I GRAVELL AM AND DVST
AND TO THE GRAVE DESCEND I MUST
o PAINTED PEECE OF LIVING CLAY
MAN BE NOT PROUD OF THY SHORT DAY

The legend upon the sinister panel is in Latin and
runs: D(EO) O(PTIMO) M(AXIMO) / GULIELMO GRAMO
DE HILTON / ET MARGARITAE STVARTAE CONSORTI
:SUISQVE / TERRENA ANIMAE INDVMENTA / CVM FATA
VOCAVERINT / HIC DEPONI / CONCESSUM FVIT VI
oCALEND. SEP. / ANNO MDCXLVI. HOC IN CIMOETERIO /
,CONDlTUR HACTENVS PROGENIES TOTA / ALEXANDER
MARGARETA MARIA UNA / ATQVE ALTERA / LIBERI
oQUIDEM NON POSTERI / SED PARENTUM SUORUM UT IN
MORTE / ITA IN VITA ET HAEREDITATE ILLA AETERN[A] /
.ANTECESSORES / 0 QUAM FLUXA RES HUMANA / SPES
lLUBRICA / ET MORTALITAT[I]S SAEPE PRAEPOSTERA / 0
• VITAE FUGACIS CURRICULUM BREVE / IN QUO VIATOR
( HAEC] LEGENS SISTIS NEC SIS[TIS].

(" Glory to God in the Highest. On August 27th,
1645, permission was given to William Graham of
Hilton and Margaret, his wife, and their children for
the interment here of the earthly garments of the
soul, what time the fates should give the summons.
In this burial-place are laid all the off-spring born to
them up till now, Alexander, Margaret, a first Mary
and a second Mary, their children indeed though
not their heirs but the forerunners of their parents
.alike in death and in the life and inheritance that are
-eternal. Oh, how unstable is the life of man, a hope
.that is elusive and a span that often ends too soon.
Oh, brief course of fleeting life, in which thou that
passest by art ever moving on, even when thou dost
:halt to read these words! ")
The pediment of the foregoing memorial stands
.detached inside the N. aisle. It bears a shield with
helm and mantling, parted per pale and charged:
Dexter, a crescent, on a chief three escallops, for
Graham; sinister, a fess cheeky, a fleur-de-lys in
.chief, for Stewart. Below are two sets of initials,
C W G for Captain William Graham of Hilton in
·Clackmannanshire and M S for Margaret Stewart,
probably of the Innermeth family, accompanied by
the date 1656. The lowermost of the three panels
bears the inscription : TO THE MEMORIE OF ANNA FOVLER
TWO

VIRTEOUS

HANDS

ONE

TRUTH

EXPRESSING

TONGUE
A FUR[NIS]HT HEART WITH PEITEt FAITH AND LOUE

[eANONGATE

The stately mural monument in black and white
marble that is affixed to the W. wall of the surviving
W. tower commemorates Robert Douglas, Viscount
Belhaven. On the pedestal is a life-sized recumbent
statue of the deceased, clad in his robes of state and
wearing a baron's coronet, enclosed at each side by
Corinthian columns supporting an entablature. The
back of the recess contains two inscribed panels.
The one to the left reads as follows :-D(EO) O(PTIMO)

1

M(AXIMO)
QVOD RELIQVVM APVD NOS EST HIC /
CONDlTVR ROBERTI Y.ICECOMITIS DE / BELHAVEN
BARON IS DE SPOT _&c REGI / CAROLO A SECRETIORIBVS
CONSILIIS, ET
INTER FAMILIARES INTIMI. QVIPPE QVI
ET
PRIVS HENRICO WALLIAE GRATISSIM(O) EJVSQVE /
ILLO VERO FATIS /
STABVLIS PRAEFECTVS ERAT.
CEDENTE, FRATRI CAROLO NVNC RERVM / POTITO IN
QVAESTVRAM DOMVS ADSCITVS /
EST, SINGVLARI
FAVORIS GRADV ACCEPTVS, RE ET HONORIBVS AVCTVS.
IN IVVENTVTE / NICOLAAE MORAVIAE ABERCARNIAE
COMARCHO / NATAE AD OCTODECEM NON AMPLIVS
MENSES / VNICAE VXORIS IN PVERPERIO SIMVL CVM /
FAETV EXTINCTAE LECTISSIMO CONSORTIO / FINEBAT
(sic) ;
INGRAVESCENTE SENECTVTE AB / AVLICO
STREPITV (VT MORVM ILLIC ET / MALORVM TEMPORVM
PERTAESVS) SE SVB/TRAHENS IN PATRIAM REVERSVS /
EST / ARCHIBALDVM ET ROBERTVM DOVGLASIOS _ /
EQVITES AVRATOS PRIMAEVI FRATRIS FILIOS, / TERRIS
& BONIS, PRAETER QVAE TESTAMENTO / LEGAVIT,
AEQVA LANCE DlVISIS HAEREDES / SCRIPSIT, QVI
MEMORIAE EIVS / GRATITVDINIS SVAE / PIGNUS / H(OC)
M(ONVMENTVM) P(ONENDVM) C(VRAVERVNT). ("Glory

I-

!

to God in the Highest. Here are laid the mortal
remains of Robert Viscount Belhaven, Baron Spot,
etc., Privy Councillor to King Charles and one of his
most intimate friends. He had previously been held
in the highest regard by Henry, Prince of Wales,
whose Master of the Horse he was. When Henry
died, he was appointed Master of the Household to
his brother Charles, the present monarch, was
welcomed with an exceptional degree of favour, and
had substance and honours heaped upon him. In
his youth he enjoyed for not more than eighteen
months the choicest of unions with Nicolas Murray,
daughter of the Laird of Abercairney, a matchless
wife, who died in childbed with her new-born infant.
When old age began to weigh upon him, he withdrew
from the hubbub of the Court (as if weary of its
manners and of the troubles of the time) and returned
to his native country. Dividing his lands and goods,

• The anagram is confined to the first five words of the verse.

t

Pity.

t Males.
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apart from special legacies, into two equal parts
he designated as his heirs Sir Archibald and Sir
Robert Douglas, the sons of his eldest brother, who
have had this monument erected to his memory
as a token of their gratitude"). The right-hand
inscription runs :-INGENIVM QVOD LITERIS CVLTVRA /

site of the choir. Nearby lies a fragment of a preReformation niche, in some respects resembling the
top of a late 15th-century Sacrament House. In
the centre may be seen an ogival hood-mould,
enriched with crockets, breaking into a cornice
decorated with square paterae. On either side of
the hood-mould is a shield, the one to the dexter
uncharged, the sinister one bearing the emblems of
the Passion.
(2) The right-hand corner of a grave-slab commemorating an ecclesiastic who flourished in the
latter part of the 15th century; it has borne a
floriated cross in the centre with a chalice and paten
on the dexter side of the shaft.
The marginal
inscription reads : - + HlC IACIT D[ • • • • O]BIIT
M OCCCColXo ORATE PRO EO (" Here lies Dompnus
Robert Ros Deputy Canon of Holyrood. He died
in 1409. Pray for him").
(3) A small roughly-dressed headstone dating from
the turn of the 17th and 18th centuries. The
rounded upper surface originally bore an inscription
in two lines, of which only the letters at the beginning
of each line are legible WH . • and LEA • • The
main inscription, which runs over the face of the
stone in seven lines, is less wasted and seems to
read as follows :-HEIR L YES VNDER / THIS STON

NON IMPLEVIT SAGACITATE NATVRA / SVPPLEVIT. /
INDOLIS BONITATE, ET CANDORE NVLLI / CESSIT. /
FACILE SVCCENDI, AT DVM LOQVIMVR / FACILIVS
DEFERVESCERE. / El IN MORIBVS QVOD AEQVE AB
OMNIBVS / VIX ACCIPERETVR VNICVM / ERAT. / FIDE IN
REGEM, PIETATE IN PATRIAM, / OFFICIIS IN AMICOS,
CHARITATE IN / EGENOS NVLLI SECVNDVS. / CVI IN
PROSPERIS MODVS ET COMITAS / IN ADVERSIS CONSTANTIA ET MAGNA/NIMITAS AD SVPREMVM VSQVE
DIEM / INVALVERE. / OBIIT EDINBVRGI PRIDIE IDVS
IAN(VARII) / ANNO AB INCARNATIONE MESStIAE) SVPRA
/ Cl;) J;) CXXXIX / AETATIS VERO / VLTRA CLYMATERICVM
MAGNVM / TERTIO. (" Anything in his' mode of

thinking that a literary education had failed to supply
was made good by his native shrewdness. In goodness of heart and integrity he had no superior. A
readiness to blaze into anger, but a greater readiness
to cool down in a moment, was the single trait in his
character that was not universally popular. In
loyalty to his sovereign, love for his country, kindness
towards his friends and charity to the poor he was
second to none. To the very last day of his life his
moderation and affability were conspicuous in times
of prosperity as were his constancy and magnanimity
in times of adversity. He died at Edinburgh on
January 12th, in the 1639th year after the Incarnation
of the Messiah, but the third after his own grand
climacteric. "*)
The pediment of this monument exhibits a coa
of arms in high relief. The shield, supported on
the dexter side by a naked savage holding in his
right hand a baton, and on the sinister side by a
lion, is surmounted by a helmet with a wreath and
a crest-the last said to represent "a wild boar
caught in the clefts of an oak, a chain and lock
holding them together." It is charged: A martlet
between two stars in chief, a heart crowned imperially
within a double tressure flory-counter-flory. Under
all is a label with the motto TOVS IOVR SANS TACHE
(" Ever unspotted ").

VFEN/HEEIR BREJTH (EUPHAN EIRBREITH) SHE / HAD
THEN THE / LORD OF MARI/ ON(?) HIR IOY VAS / IN
THE LORD.

(4) A fragment of a medireval grave-slab inscribed
in Lombardic characters SIBILLA DE STRA/TVN.
(5) A very large and elaborate mural monument
commemorating George Wishart, Bishop of Edinburgh (1662-7 I). t In the pediment, flanked by
two now mutilated putti, there is a cartouche parted
per pale and charged: Dexter, a saltire, a mitre in
chief; sinister, three passion-nails meeting in point,
for Wishart. The central part of the memorial is
occupied by an inscribed panel reading as under,
with a blank cartouche below it : HlC RECUBAT CELEBRIS DOCTOR SOPHOCARDIUS ALTER
ENTHEUS ILLE LO<l>D:1: KAPt.I AN AGRICOLA
VID. HlST. SPOTS. PAG . 76. ANNO 1544
ORATOR FERVORE PlO FACU:>IDIOR OLIM
DOCTILOQUIS RAP lENS PECTORA DURA MODIS;
TERNUS UT ANTISTES WISEHEART, IT A TERN US
EDINEN:
CANDORIS COLUMEN NOBILE, SEMPER IDEM.
PLUS OCTOGENIS HINC, GENS SOPHOCARDIA, LUSTRIS,
SUMMIS HIC MITRIS CLARUIT, ATQUE THOLIS,

In the N. aisle of the nave are preserved : (I) Three stone coffins and two cover-slabs, one of
the latter coped, dating from the 13th and 14th
centuries. These were discovered in 1857 on the
~ That is, his 66th year, 63 being the " grand climacteric."

t :rhis George Wishart was a son of John Wishart of
Logl e -Wishart, in Forfarshire; and it is uncertain whether
there is any real connection between his family and that
of the Wisharts of Pitarrow, to which belonged the other
two Wisharts mentioned in the epitaph as well as George

[CANONGATE

Wishart, the Reformer. Williarn Wishart Was bishopelect of Glasgow in 1270, but before his installation he
was transferred to the see of St. Andrews and his nephew
or cousin Robert was preferred to that of Glasgow. Robert
Wishart was deeply involved in the political movements
of the period 1286-1314, and became one of Bruce's
stoutest adherents .
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(" Here lies another celebrated Dr. Wishart, that
divinely inspired George ' Wise Heart' (See Spotswood, History, p. 76, Year 1644),* once an orator
whose eloquence was heightened by the fervour of
his piety, carrying the hard-hearted along by the
sweep of his learned periods. As he was the third
Wishart to attain episcopal rank, so he was the
third Bishop of Edinburgh to be consecrated, t a
noble pillar of integrity, always the same. More
than four hundred years ago the family of Wishart
adorned the highest offices of church and state in
our country what time one and the same Wishart
was King's chancellor, and bishop, Saint Regulus,
of thy holy fane (Year 1271. See Spotswood,
History, p. 46). Then, when Bruce, strong in his
undaunted spirit and the power of his right hand,
fought at Norham for his ancestral kingdom, there
was a second Wishart, the well-known Robert of
Glasgow, who bravely put himself in the forefront
of the struggle for his native country (Year 1279

See Spotswood, History, pp. 48 and 113). Nor was
George behind William in the arts of peace or
behind Robert in courage, while in other respects
he was perhaps superior to both. A mind lofty
without arrogance, sincerely kind and generous to
the poor. A loyalty unstained, loyalty of finest and
rarest quality, and a constancy no less rare, which
though beset by a thousand evils was overcome by
none. A model of obedience to his sovereign, a
loyal citizen, reverencing the ancient religion in
uprightness. Though thrice stripped of all his
possessions, he kept his spirit unbroken through
fifteen years of banishment, prison and exile. But,
when the three kingdomst hailed the restoration of
Charles the Second, Great Britain hailed joyfully
the return of Dr. Wish art, and in the very city
where he had languished as a captive in a foul
dungeon he functioneq for nine years as an honoured
bishop. He lived for fifteen Olympiads.§ Edinburgh
prayed that he might be spared to the age of Nestor.
Grief-stricken Scotland mourns his loss, and how
slight a monument of a man so great is the story 11
of Montrose's campaigns set forth in elegant Latin").
(6) A large recumbent slab with an incised margin,
exhibiting an incised coat of arms. The shield is
surmounted by a coronet and charged: [Quarterly,
1st and 4th, a sun in splendour, 2nd and 3rd, a
chevron, on a chief three mullets .] It is enclosed
by a weatherworn inscription [HERE LYES ANE NOBLE]
LADI[E ISOB] E[L] KER VICOVNTES [OF DRUMLANRIG 16]28.
The deceased was a daughter of Mark Ker, first
Earl of Lothian, whose arms are here represented.
(7) A much restored mural monument of medium
size commemorates George, 15th Earl of Sutherland,
who died in 1703 . It has the normal arrangement of
pedestal, columns and entablature, but all parts are
more elaborately enriched than is usual. On the
central part of the pedestal a cherub is carved above
a swag, while the returns beneath the columns are
carved with a skull and cross-bones. The composite
columns are themselves enriched with a thistle slip
and to each is affixed four plaques. Each plaque
is inscribed with a family name beneath a coronet,
as follows: SUTHERLAND, ELPHINGSTON, GORDON,
LENNOX and PEARTH, WI[NTO]N, EGLlNTON, GORDON.
Beneath the broken entablature and flanked, where
the frieze returns above the columns, by cherubs'

• This and the two other references in the epitaph are
to John Spotswood's History of the Church and State of
Scotland from the Y ear of Our Lord, 203, to the End of
the R eign of King James VI, 1625, edition of 1655. The
date given in the first reference should be 1544.
t The see of Edinburgh was created by Charles I in
1633, the first Bishop being William Forbes. His successor
David Lindsay, consecrated in 1634, held office until
Episcopacy came under a cloud as the result of the Civil
War. After the Restoration Charles II appointed Wishart
(1662), who was thus the third bishop.
t The contrast with " insula" shows that the three

kingdoms are Great Britain, France and Ireland. The
claim to be King of all three did not disappear from the
title of British monarchs until the reign of George Ill.
§ This is an understatement . An olympiad is four
years, and Wishart's age at death would then be only 60.
But he was born in 1599 and lived until 1671 .
11 He joined Montrose after the battle of Kilsyth, and
became his chaplain. His account of the campaigns (De
Rebus Auspiciis Caroli . . . Regis: sub Imperio Illustrissimi Jacobi Montis-rosarum Marchionis .. . gestis Commentarius. Paris, 164 7, 12 mo .) is thus based on personal
experience .

DUM CANCELLARIUS REGNI SOPHOCARDIUS, IDEM
PRAESUL ERAT FANI, REGULE SANCTE, TUI.
ANNO 1271. VID . HIST. SPOTS. PAG. 46
ATQUE UBI PRO REGNO AD NORHAM CONTENDIT AVITO
BRUSSIUS, INDOMITA MENTE, MANUQUE POTENS;
GLASGOUS IS ROBERTUS, ERAT SOPHOCARDIUS ALTER,
PRO PATRIA QUI SE FORTITER OPPOSUIT.
ANNO 1279. VID. HIST. SPOTS. PAG. 48 & 113
NEC PACIS STUD lIS GULIELMO, ANIMISVE ROBERTO
AGRICOLA INFERIOR; CAETERA FORTE PRIOR.
EXCELSUS, SINE FASTU, ANIMUS ;
SINE FRAUDE,
BENIGNUS;
LARGUS OPIS MISERIS ; INTEMERATA FIDES ;
ATTICA RARA FIDES; CONSTANTIA RARAQUE, NULL IS
EXPUGNATA, LICET MILLE PETITA MALlS.
IN RE GEM OBSEQUII EXEMPLAR; CIVISQUE FIDELlS;
ANflQlJAM VENERANS, CUM PRO I:IlTA TE, FIDEM .
OMNIBUS EXUTUM TER, QUEM PROSCRIPTIO, CARCER,
EXILIUM LUSTRIS NON DOMUERE TRIBUS,
AST REDUCI CAROLO PLAUDUNT UBI REGNA SECUNDO,
DOCTOR I WISEHEART INSULA PLAUDIT, OVAT;
OLlM UBI CAPTIVUS, SQUALENTEQUE CARCERE LAESUS
ANNOS TER TERNOS PRAESUL, HONORUS OBIT.
VIXIT OL YMPIADAS TER QUINAS, NESTORIS ANNOS
VOVIT EDINA, OBITUM SCOTIA MAESTA DOLET
GESTAQUE MONT-ROSEI, LATIO CELEBRATA COTHURNO,
QUANTULA PROH! TANTI SUNT MONUMENTA VIRI
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heads, is an elaborate heraldic achievement exhibiting
the impaled coats of this Earl and of his wife Jean,
heiress of the second Earl of Wemyss. The shield is
supported on the dexter side by a savage holding a club
in his right hand, and on the sinister side by a swan;
it is surmounted by two coronets with helms and
wreaths above, the dexter one having a cat sejant
for crest and the sinister one a swan. Parted per
pale, it is charged: Dexter, quarterly, 1st and 4th
grand quarters, three stars, 2nd and 3rd grand
quarters, quarterly, 1st, three boars' heads couped,
2nd, three lions' heads erased, 3rd, within a tressure,
three crescents, 4th, three cinquefoils; sinister,
quarterly, 1st and 4th and 2nd and 3rd, a lion
rampant. The following inscription is engraved upon
a bronze plate in the central part of the monument:
MEMORIAE / ILLUSTRISSIMI / D(OMINI) GEORGII
SUTHERLANDIAE COMITIS, / STRATHNAVERNIAE &
DYNASTAE, / SUTHERLANDIAE & STRATHNAVERNIAE JURE
HAEREDITARIO VICECOMITIS / AC / REGALITATIS
DOMINI, EX SIGILLI MAGNI CUSTODIBUS UNIUS, /
SERENISS(IMO) REGI GULIELMO A SECRETIORIBUS
CONSILIIS / DECEMINONI COMITIS RECTA LINEA
ORIUNDI / AB / ALLANO SUTHERLANDIAE THANO / QUEM
MILCOLUMBO TERTIO HAEREDI LEGITIMO / REGNUM
RESTITUERE CONANTEM / E MEDIO SUSTULIT /
MAGBETHUS; / CUM TYRRANIDEM OCCUPASSET CIRCA
AN(NUM) ERAE CHR(ISTIANAE) 1057 / HOC FAMAE
PERENNIS MONUMENTUM / DEFLENS POSUIT VIDUA
JOANNA VEMIA / FILIARUM DAVIDIS COMITIS VEMII
NATUMAXIMA / QUAE HUIC COMITI PEPERIT / JOANNEM
NUNC SUTHERLANDIAE COMITEM / ET ANNAM ARBUTHNOTI VICECOMITISSAM / PRIORI VERO MARITO
ARCHIBALDO ANGUSIAE COMITI / FILIO MARCHIONIS
DUGLASSIORUM
NATUMAXIMO
/
ARCHIBALDUM
FORFARAE COMITEM ET MARGARETAM / VICECOMITI DE
KINGSTON IN MATRIMONIUM DATAM / QUINQUE ALII
HUJUS DOMINAE LI!3ERI IMPUBERES DECESSERUNT. /
NATUS IN ARCE SUA DE DORNACH 2 DO. NOVEMBRIS
1633 / DENATUS EDINBURGI 40 MARTII, 1703. (" To
the memory of the most illustrious Lord George,
Earl of Sutherland, Lord Strathnaver, etc., heritable
sheriff and lord of the regality of Sutherland and
Strathnaver, one of the Keepers of the Great Seal,
Privy Councillor to His Most Gracious Majesty
King William, the nineteenth Earl in the direct
line of descent from Allan, Thane of Sutherland,
whom Macbeth, when he usurped the supreme
power about the year 1057 of the Christian era,
put to death for attempting to restore the kingdom
to Malcolm Ill, the lawful heir. This monument
o~ enduring fame was erected by his sorrowing
WIdow, Je~n Wemyss, eldest daughter of David
Earl of Wemyss, who to Earl George bore a son,
John, the present Earl of Sutherland, and a daughter,
Anna, Viscountess of Arbuthnot, and to her former
husband, Archibald, Earl of Angus, eldest son of

[CANONGATE

the Marquess of Douglas, a son Archibald, Earl
of Forfar, and a daughter Margaret who was married
to Viscount Kingston. Five other children of this
lady died in their nonage. He was born in his
castle of Dornoch on November 2nd, 1633 and
died at Edinburgh on March 4th, 1703"). Two
later interments, made in 1766, are recorded upon
a stone below.

(8) The lower half of a mural tablet bearing a
cartouche on which can be read the end of an
inscription: [ . . .] R[OB]ERT MITCHELL / . . . RGIS·
IN THE CANNOGAITE/ WHO / DEPAIRTED THIS LIFE THE
I DAY OF / DECEMBER 1626 HIS AGE 47 YEARS / WITH
THEIR CHILDREN [N]AMED / GEORGE KATHERIN
ELIZABATH / K[ATHERIN] ROBERT ALEXANDER / JEAN
ROBERT MITCHELLS. The wife's n a me no doubt
appeared on the missing portion of the stone.
(9) The mural monument of the Countess of Eglinton
is of special interest since parallels can, apparently,
only be seen in Greyfriars Churchyard (No. 7).
It has a high pedestal on which rest short fluted
pilasters supporting an entablature enriched with
cher.ub's heads, cinquefoils and roses, and surmounting a deep recess. A sunk panel on the back
of the recess is inscribed: [DIH] H[ERE LYES AN]E
NOBIL AND MAIST / VERTVOVS LADlE DEAME [J]ANE /
HAMILTON COVNTAS OF EGLING/[TO]VN DOCHTER TO
JAMES DVKE / OF [SCHATTILLAROTt SOMETYME /
GOVERNOVR OF THIS REALME / SHE DE]CEAST [IN
DECEMBER / MDXCVI].
The following memorials are in the S. aisle of the
nave : (I) A small mural tablet commemorating Hay of
Easter Kennet is affixed to two colonnettes of the
arcade in the third bay from the E. In the circular
pediment is a shield, flanked by the initials A H,
and charged: Three escutcheons, above which
runs a motto now very much wasted but probably to
be read as [ .... . ] RETRIBVAM [ . . . . . ] Below runs
the inscription: HlC IACET ALEXA(N)D/ER HAY DE EASTER
KEN/NAT CLERIC VS RE/GISTRI QVI OB liT / 19
SEPTEMBRIS / 1594. (" Here lies Alexander Hay of
Easter Kennet, Clerk-Register, who died 19th
September 1594 ").
(2) A large mediaeval recumbent slab, exhibiting a
cross with the ends of the limbs floriated and the
shaft rising from a semicircular traceried mount.
The marginal inscription reads HlC IACET D[OM]IN[VS]
/R[OBER]TVS CHEYNE XII o PRIOR HVI[VS] MONASTERII
QVI / OBIIT XVII DIE SEPT. AN. DM. MCCCCLV (" Here
lies Dominus Robert Cheyne 12th prior of this
monastery who died on the 17th day of September
1455·")
(3) A weatherworn recumbent slab commemorating
James Douglas, Lord Carlisle and Torthorwald, who

t Chatelherault.

• Apparently for" burgess".
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was killed in a fight at Edinburgh in 1608. The
inscription given below starts on the margin and
the continuation occupies the major part of the
space enclosed. [HE]IR LY[ES THE] / N[O]BIL AND
POTONT LORD / [JAMES DOVGLAS LORD OF CAIRLELL
AND TORTH]ORALL / VHA MA[RRlED] / DAIME ELIE/ ZABETH CA/ IRLELL AIR / AND HERIT/RIX YAT OF / VHA
VAS SL/ AINE IN ED/INBVRGHE / YE XIIII DAY / OF ZVLY
THE IN YE ZEIER / OF GOD 1608 / VAS SL[A]IN IN / 48
[ZEIER OF HIS AGE].
Below the inscription is a

shield, probably quartered, on which all that can
now be deciphered is: 1st, three stars in chief.
According to Nisbet,12 however, Douglass Lord
Carlisle bore: " 1st and 4th, argent, a crossflory gules
for Carlisle, 2nd and 3rd, gules, a cross or for Corsby,
over all by way of surtout the paternal coat of Douglass,
crest, two dragons, Heads and necks in pale addosse
Azure; Supporters, two peacocks, proper, Motto,
Humilitate. "
(4) The right-hand half of a late 16th-century
slab. The surviving portion of the marginal inscriptionreads: [. . WILLI]A/M VAVS [ARM]OR BWRGES
OF [THE CANON]G[AITJ. Near the foot is a shield cut
upside down, flanked on the dexter side by the initial
- W, also reversed, below which is the initial A, correctly
shown, of the wife's Christian name. The shield
seems to have been charged: On a bend between
three cinquefoils, a pellet.
(5) Part of a slab on which is deeply incised a
merchant's mark.
(6) The lower half of a late 16th-century slab with
an axe-head incised at one side. All that remains of
the_marginal~inscription is the word [ .... D]OMINVS.
(7) The lower half of a large mediaeval slab which
bears a cross on a mount all very much weathered;
on the sinister side of the shaft can be traced a
sword with straight quillons, long hilt and round
pommel. The opening of the marginal inscription,
which began half-way down the sinister side, reads
HlC IACET / DOMIN[VS • • • ].

(8) Part of the right-hand side of a mid-16th-century
slab, both ends of which are missing. It bore a
plain cross on a mount of two steps. On the dexter
side of the shaft is a crowned hammer and, on the
opposite side, a merchant's mark, while above the
sinister arm is the date 1543. The marginal inscription is too incomplete to be deciphered.
(9) A large recumbent slab of the late 16th century.
The inscription reads: [HEIR LYIS ANE HONEST
WO]MAN CALET MARGAT BAKSTER SPOVS / TO BARTEL
HA/MELTVN DAK MAKER"" BVRGES OF YE [CANONGAIT].

On the upper part of the stone is a shield flanked by
the initials M B and charged: A ship, in chief,
three cinquefoils. The shield is surmounted by a
• Pistol-maker.
t An error was evidently m ade

In

the carving of the
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crowned hammer, above which is the date 159 2 ;
flanking the hammer are the initials B H.
(10) A large recumbent slab bearing a plain Latin
cross on a mount of three steps, on the dexter side
of which are a pair of compasses and some other
object, probably a book, while a mason's square
appears above a mallet on the sinister side. The
marginal inscription can be read as HlC IACET
HONE[STUS] VIR JOHANNESt [ • . . . . ] after which only
the date ANNO DNI 1543 can be deciphered.
(11) A fragment of a late 16th-century slab exhibiting
a. muc~ wasted shield with impaled coat; the dexter
SIde dIsplays what may be a demi-otter issuing
out of three bars waved, but the sinister side is
entirely illegible. On the dexter margin of the stone
can still be deciphered the initials [?] M B 15 87.
( 12) The iower part of a slab bearing a cross on a
curved mount. The marginal inscription is illegible.
(13) Part of a late 16th- or early 17th-century stone,
exhibiting a shield flanked by two sets of initials [I] G
and [?] G and charged: A chevron between three
gillyflowers. Only the beginning of the marginal
inscription can be read: [HlC] IACET HONO/RABILIS
VIR IAC[OBVS GUILD].

(14) A large 17th-century slab in the centre of
which two baxter's peels are crossed in saltire.
Above these runs the inscription w B SPOVS / TO lEN /
KELL. The marginal inscription is wholly illegible.
(15) A fragment of an early 17th-century slab
exhibiting an impaled shield. The dexter coat may
be: A hunting horn at fess, while the sinister coat
is illegible. Only the beginning ot the marginal
inscription can be read [HERE] LYIS THOM[ • • • • ].
This is apparently the stone of 1609 commemorating
Thomas Hunter, bailie in Edinburgh, and Kathrine
Norman, his spouse, which was legible a century ago.
(16) A 16th-century slab with a double incised
margin. In the centre is a Latin cross on a mount of
three steps, with a chalice appearing under the
sinister arm-a circumstance which suggests that
the deceased person was an ecclesiastic. There is
no inscription.
(17) A large 16th-century slab bearing a plain cross,
much wasted. The marginal inscription can be
read as [HlC] IACET MARIORIA [DVNCAN VXOR THOME
DVNCAN QVI OBIIT XVI] DIE [MENSIS] OCTOB. A D MC

[.... . ](" Here lies Marjory Duncan, spouse of
Thomas Duncan, who died on the 16th day of the
month of October A.D. 15 . . ").
(18) The lower part of a late 16th-century slab bearing
a shield flanked by the initials A B and charged:
A fess between two bells in chief and, in base, a
surname, and subsequently corrected; but the correction is
now illegible, as are the words which immediately follow it.
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hand grasping a dagger, for Bell. The deceased
evidently held an appointment to the Household, as
[ . . ... ]BEL OF S[ ... / ... ]TO YE QVEINE / OF
SCOTLAND 1595 can still be read on the marginal
inscription.
(19) A slab, probably of the 17th century, which
formerly bore an inscription on a circular label in
the centre.
(20) A 16th-century fragment inscribed on the
margin HIC IACET M [ . . ]
(21) A late 16th-century slab on which a shield,
flanked by the initials M E, can still be traced. The
shield is now much weathered, but was originally
charged: A pale sable, charged with a cross-crosslet
for difference within a crescent. The marginal
inscription runs HEIR LYIS ANE / HONORABI[L WOMA]N
CALLIT MARGARE/T ERSKIN LADY / ALLERDES AND
BAMFF [XVII JVLY.] The year 159[9] is carved below
the beginning of the inscription.
'
(22) A 17th-century fragment bearing a shield on
which two pairs of initials, H P and M G, are cut.
The marginal inscription is almost wholly illegible.
(23) A 17th-century slab with a marginal inscription
which is now illegible.
(24) An early 17th-century slab on which are
~arve,d ,a skull and cross-bones.
The marginal
mscnptlOn shows a late use of Gothic lettering, but
all that can be deciphered is 13 IANV[ARII] / DS [... ] M.
(25) A 17th-century slab which formerly bore a
lightly-incised shield with charges which are now
too much wasted to be read. On the margin can
be seen the word BAX/TER, either representing the
surname of the deceased or indicating his trade,
followed, after some illegible words, by TO HIS
MA[JES]TIE DEPAIRTED. The letters VSI can also
be seen, but these do not appear to have been part
of the marginal inscription.
(26) A fragment of a 17th-century slab, on the
margin of which [... ] E [. .. ] MINISTER OSSA DEDIT VIR
can be deciphered. This may be a relic of the
memorial of Andrew Fairfowl, Bishop of Glasgow,
who died in 1663 and was interred at Holyrood.
(27) The lower part of a 16th-century slab showing
the foot of a cross-shaft on a mount of three steps.
The marginal inscription is illegible.
(28) An ogival 17th-century pediment, probably
taken from a mural monument, which encloses an
armorial panel. The shield, supported at either side
by a stag gorged and chained, is surmounted by a
crown from which issues, for crest, an oak tree
fructed and penetrated transversely in the main
stem by a frame saw. It is charged: Quarterly,
I~t and 4th, a galley, for Arran; 2nd and 3rd, three
cmquefoils, for Hamilton.
• The Rites of Durham, Surtees Society, p.

21,
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(29) The surviving part of one of the two panels.
of which modern replicas have been placed on thefront of the tower of the Palace (cf. No. 87).
THE GIRTH CROSS AND HOLYROOD SANCTUARY.In front of the Abbey gatehouse (p. 146) rose the'
Girth Cro~s,. als~ k~own as the South or Abbey
Cross to distmgUlsh it from another cross standing
further W. Until after 1767 the Abbey Cross.
marked the W. limit, of the Girth of Holyrood, the
greatest sanctuary m Scotland and the last todisappear. la The boundaries of the sanctuary were'
extensive, but the habitations in which the later
refugees dwelt were .clustered round Holyrood;
and although those which stood in St. Anne's Yards.
to the S.E. of the Palace have long since disappeared,
some of the others still survive in the triangular
group of old buildings, known as Abbey Strand
(No. 90), that stand between the site of theWatergate and the access to the gatehouse.
NOTE ON THE LEGEND OF THE FOUNDATION.-Thelegend of the foundation of Holyrood Abbey appears.
in more than one form, but the version adopted
here is that given in the mid-15th century Ordinale
of the Abbey, which is now on exhibition in thePicture Gallery of the Palace. 14
While residing in Edinburgh Castle in 1128, King
David and his Court set out to hunt in the forest of
Drumsheugh, after hearing Mass on the feast of the
Exaltation of the Cross, which fell, in that year, on
14th September. This he did despite the advice of
Aylwin, a canon of Merton in Surrey, who united
the offices of personal secretary and confessor. On
halting his mount on the north side of Salisbury
Crag, to wait for the quarry to be set up, the monarch
was attacked by a stag, which had been couched
beside a little spring. Horse and rider, taken by
surprise, were thrown to the ground, and the horsebolted. King David, although gored in the thigh~
managed to grasp a cross which was fixed to the
stag's antlers, whereupon the animal vanished
towards the spring whence it had come. This.
spring was thereafter known as the Spring of the'
Cross (fons crucifixi in posterum appellatus est)_
Preceded by the crucifix, David was then borneback to his castle. During the night that followed~
he heard, in his sleep, a voice which called him
thrice by name, and directed him to found a house
of canons devoted to the cross (Fac devotorum cruci:;
edem canonicorum). Impelled by his vision the king'
set out on his recovery to found the house on the'
very spot on which he had escaped death. Sincethere were few competent workmen in his realm at
that time he sent to France,· where he secured
twenty skilled men who before the year was ou t
broke ground for the House of the Holy Cross

says" France and Flanders."
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(Holyrood). This he endowed with the cross as a
relic· in addition to more substantial possessions.
1 Lawrie, Early Scottish Charters, p. 383. Although
this statement is accepted by Lawrie, it may not be
well founded as it can be traced to no earlier authority
than Father Hay. 2 O.E.C., iv, p. 193. 3 The
Booke of the Universall Kirk of Scotland, pp.
163 and 167. 4 P.S.A.S., i (1851-4), p. Ill.
~ Historical Description of the Monastery or Chapel
Royal of Holyroodhouse (1818), p. 24. • P.S.A.S;,
x lix (1914-5), Fig. 3, p. 89. 7 Privy Council
Register, (second series), v, p. 12. 8 P.S.A.S., xviii
(1883-4), p. 102. 9 Accounts of the Lord High
Treasurer, viii, p. 348. 10 P.S.A.S., xiii (1878-9),
p. 287. 11 Inventory of Orkney and Shetland, ii,
Nos. 549 and 550. 12 A System of Heraldry, 1722,
p . 78. 13 On the sanctuary of Holyrood see O.E.C.
xv, pp. 55-98. 140.E.C., vii, pp. 64-6.
'
87. The Palace of Holyroodhouse.-From
the time of the accession of the House of Stewart
Edinburgh gradually rose in importance until, in
1452, it became officially the chief burgh of the
r ealm. During the frequent minorities of the
Stewart dynasty its castle was not only the royal
.dwelling but also frequently the refuge of royal
persons, although by the turn of the 15th and 16th
-centuries that " wyndy and richt unpleasand castell
and royk," as Bishop Gavin Douglas called it, had
become quite out of date. Like many another
religious house the Abbey of Holyrood had accommodated royalty from time to time, yet little or nothing
is known of any permanent royal residence existing
there until the year 1473, when the Queen's" chalmire" is specifically mentioned in the accounts of
the Lord High Treasurer. It was James IV who,
in preparation for his marriage to Margaret Tudor,
began, in 1501, to build a palace in the outer court
.of the Abbey, the superintendent of the work being
Master Leonard Logie and the master mason
WaIter Merlioun. No doubt such of the Abbey
buildings as were suitable were merely repaired and
included in the scheme, but a new tower, hall,
,chapel and gatehouse are mentioned in a further
:series of the same accounts.
John Younger,
Somerset Herald, a member of the Queen's English
retinue, in his minute description of the wedding
festivities of 1503 mentions several ofthe apartments
in this palace. For example, the dining-room is
:spoken of as richly dressed with red and blue hangings
• Certain writers, following Boece and the Bollandists,
.claim that the cross in question was the Black Rood , the
·.s acred relic which Queen Margaret had brought from
England and which she had bequeathed to her sons. But
·as George Watson has pointed out (Trans. Scat. Eccles.
Soc., ii, pp. 27-46) their conclusion is wholly erroneous .
In 1291 the Black Rood was in the Treasury of Edinburgh
Castle while the other cross-now reputed to be a fragment
.of the True Cross-was in a chest in the dormitory of
Rolyrood. The first was captured at the battle of Durham
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and as containing a canopy of state, a "riche bed
of astat, and a riche dressor, after the guyse of the
countre." The Great Chamber was hung with
tapestry representing " the ystory of Troy towne, "
the King's Chamber " was haunged about with the
story of Hercules, togeder with other ystorys," the
King's Hall was "haunged of th' ystory of the
old Troy," while a fifth room had another tapestry
of the Hercules series. t Then came the tragedy of
Flodden. Although J ames IV did not live to see
his work completed it was continued until 1530,
· in which year no less a sum than £1,568 was expended
in "building and reparation of the new hous"probably under the immediate direction of John,
Duke of Albany, who had been recalled from France
in 1515. Pitscottie, indeed, attributes the whole of
the work to James V, who, however, had only attained
the age of seventeen when it was stopped. 1
James IV's tower, the walls of which had been
finished as early as 1505, can still be seen at the
N.W. corner of the present building, but the rest
of the 16th-century palace, excepting a fragment
of the gatehouse, has been swept away in the
course of several reconstructions. Some idea of
its appearance can, however, be gained from the
drawing reproduced in Fig. 59; this can be referred
to 1544 as it shows the destruction caused by
Hertford's forces in that year. 2 Drawn from the
slopes of the Calton Hill, which rises on the N.W.
of the Abbey, this sketch shows nothing of the
Abbey cloister, which Younger mentions. At
Holyrood, as elsewhere, the communal dwelling had
probably now been abandoned in favour of manses,
two of which seem to be represented on the N.
side of the choir. There is a range shown in the
position of the cellarium, but at some little distance
from the church; while another runs from the
S.W. tower of the church to abut on James IV's
tower, which is turreted at three, if not at all four,
corners! and projects outwards from the N.W.
corner of the whole. From James IV's tower an
irregular series of buildings extends southwards to
meet others grouped round a small inner court.
From the nature of the entries in the Lord High
Treasurer's accounts it would appear that several
of the buildings were of wood.
The architectural significance of this 16th-century
palace escaped notice until Dr. W. Douglas Simpson 3
in 1346 and thereafter formed part of the treasure of
Durham Cathedral until its disappearance at the Reformation, while the second is listed in an Inventory of the
Abbey treasures as late as 1493.
t These tapestries appear to have been purchased in
1503 from James Hornyll, for £161.
(Accounts of the
Lord High Treasurer, ii, p. 214.)
t Hollar's view of about 1660 shows a fourth turret
at the S .E . corner.
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recently showed its affinity to Tattershall Castle, in upon Bruce's scheme are instructive: "The low
England, the building of which was in progress vaulted chappell is to be made a large vaulted
between 1434 and 1446, and to other palatia on the cellare; for his Majestie will have noe Chappell
Continent. As he suggests, the direct ancestor of in this new house but ane entrie . . . into the church."
this Scottish palace is probably to be sought in He " does noe way approve of three Royal aparteFrance. At Holyrood the principal constituent, the ments, they being absolutely unnecessary. For he
tower, was no doubt the King's private residence will only have his oune Great Apartements to the
and the new hall one of several intended for the East upon the new Privy Garden and the old Royall
general use of the household-the whole constituting Apartement where it now is, the Privy chamber of
a suitable and up-to-date establishment for a it being enlarged as is proposed, and the Drawing
sovereign. The Seigneur de Brantome, a member Room and Bed Chamber to be as it now is in the
of Queen Mary's suite and one who was presumably North-Towr [i.e., James IV's tower]. His Majesty
familiar with the best contemporary architecture of does alsoe much dislike his Privy Gallery, and would
France, pronounced it to be "undoubtedly a fine have it converted into conveniencyes for Robes and
building, little in keeping with the country."4
back staires for the Royal appartement to the East."
The manner in which the Gothic palace of 1544 He also made most practical suggestions for improving
gave way to an orderly Renaissance lay-out can be communication and for the better placing of the
clearly seen from Gordon of Rothiemay's map, of · kitchens. A proposal to raise the central part of the
1647, and from a survey prepared in 1663 by front to the height of the inner court was less happy;
John Mylne, King's Master Mason, and now effect was not given to this, the design being recast
preserved in the Bodleian Library.
The two instead.
courtyards of the earlier plan were retained, but a
In general, however, the scheme was approved
third was built on the E. side of the smaller one, and Bruce was appointed general overseer and
while James IV's tower was left projecting at the superintendent of the work at a salary of £300
N. end of the fac;:ade-Charles I had proposed to sterling. As the matter was urgent, the work of
build a similar tower at the opposite end to balance demolition as well as that of reconditioning the
it, but the scheme was not carried out until his son old tower was put in hand forthwith; but the main
was restored to the throne. The S.W. tower of the contract 6 was not entered into until the following
church, shown roofless in 1647, had disappeared by year, when, on March 11th and 12th, Robert Mylne,
1660; and by 1663 the cloister-garth had become King's Master Mason, agreed to execute the whole
the Privy Garden, while the site of the conventual work in accordance with Sir William Bruce's designs,
frater was now occupied by the Bishop's house.
and with a minutely-detailed specification, for the
In November 1650 the palace took fire while it sum of £57,000. Some of the building-accounts
was occupied by Cromwell's troops, but it cannot for the years 1674-8 are preserved in H .M. General
have suffered extensive damage as it was again Register House. From these it appears that stone
occupied in 1655 and no steps were taken for its was brought from Dalgety in Fife and from South
rebuilding until 1658. The repairs and additions Queensferry to eke out such of the old material
then made would seem, moreover, to have been as was suitable for re-use. Paving stones were
confined to the upper part of the front, seeing that obtained from an adjacent quarry in the King's
Sir WilIiam Bruce's warrant of appointment, dated Park. Marble mantelpieces from Italy were shipped
1676 (see in/ra) authorised him" to take down the from London. The bulk of the timber required for
buildings and rooms built by the usurpers above finishings, as well as tiles, marble pavings, linseed oil
the front of the West quarter of His Majestie's and white lead, came from Holland. The church
Palace of Holyroodhouse."
The extent and windows were repaired with English glass, but
appearance of Cromwell's additions can be gauged French glass was imported for those of the palace.
by comparing Gordon of Rothiemay's drawing, Adequate provision was made for water-supply and
which shows the fac;:ade as it stood about 1647, drainage. Jacobus de Wet (de Witt), a Dutch artist,
with that of Hollar, prepared shortly after 1660.
was engaged on the recommendation of the Earl of
Mter his restoration Charles 11 resolved to rebuild Lauderdale, the King's Commissioner, "for there
Holyroodhouse. In 1671 Sir William Bruce of are nane here who worke so well as those of that
Balcaskie, an eminent architect as well as a staunch nation,"· while his compatriot, Jan van Santvoort,
Royalist, submitted sketch plans, made by Robert was employed as a carver. The ornamental plasterMylne, King's Master Mason, for the reconstruction. work was carried out by John Hulbert and George
Some of these are still extant and have been repro- Dunsterfield, both Englishmen, with the assistance
duced by the Rev. R. S. Mylne in The Master Masons of Thomas Alborn, who may have been a Scot.
to the Crown of Scotland. S The king's comments J ames VII and 11 proposed to complete the scheme by
• The contract is printed in The Bannatyne Miscellany, iii, pp. 329 ff.
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laying out St. Anne's Yard, on the E. of the palace,
as a formal garden, with walks bordered by statues.
The Revolution, however, caused this project to be
dropped.
ARCHITECTURAL

DESCRIPTION

The principal way of approach to the Palace of
Holyroodhouse is from the W., down the Canongate,
and past the remains of the gatehouse.
This
" foir-werk " was built by Walter Merlioun in 1502
but most of it was demolished in 1753; only a part of
the S. side was left standing, and this has been
incorporated in the modern Abbey Court-house which
now covers part of the site. Three storeys in height,
this "fore-entry" was rectangular on plan in the
first instance, but at some time between 1647 and
1663 it was added to on the S. in extension of the E.
gable and also within the re-entrant angle so formed.
Each corner of the main block was turreted. Through
the ground floor ran a rib-vaulted transe or passage,
arched at either end and divided by a transverse
partition in which was an inner door, or archway.
The partition rose through the two upper storeys,
the lower of which is shown on M ylne's survey of
1663. At that date the newel-stair in the S.E.
turret led to a large room on the E. of the partition
and en suite with a smaller room on the W., which in
turn opened into two closets against the W. gable.
In the original arrangement, however, there were
probably only two large rooms. The surviving side
of the passage is sufficiently complete to show the
four wall-ribs of its quadripartite vault, arranged in
two bays on either side of a vestige of the partition.
At its S. end stands the only turret left, which was
rebuilt with the original stones in 1857 but was
somewhat reduced in height. This contains a wide
staircase with a heavy newel, neither of them very
old. The entrance, which is protected by a loop of
key-hole shape on its S. side, has chamfered and
checked jambs and the ogival head that was common
at the beginning of the 16th century. The surviving
crow-stepped gable of the extension to the S. contains a built-up doorway with a horizontal light above
it, as well as a built-up window on the floor above,
all three openings being typical of mid-17th century
work. An article entitled" Notes on the Holyrood
Foir-yet" will be found in P.S.A.S., xxxix (1904-5),
pp. 352-362, where mention is made, among other
things, of the good 17th-century doorway, exhibiting
the Royal Arms and supporters in its tympanum,
which has been rebuilt into the modern E. wall ()f
the Abbey Court-house. This doorway was formerly
an entrance to the garden lying on the N.W. of the
Palace, and may possibly have been one of those
wrought by Robert Mylne in 1672.
The gatehouse gives access to the forecourt,
formerly known as the Abbey Close, but to-day as
• The walls were ready for their roof in 1674.
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the Palace Yard. On the E. side of this stands the
Palace, built round a single quadrangle and having a
tower projecting W. from each end of the fatyadethe N. tower being substantially the work of Walter
Merlioun and its neighbour, like the rest of the fabric,
the work of Robert Mylne.* Like so many Renaissance houses in Scotland, the Palace has a handsome
front while its back and sides are so plain as to be
actually featureless. The masonry is of ashlar
throughout. The towers of the fatyade are united by
a low screen of two storeys with a platform-roof and
balustrade, the latter interrupted at the centre by the
Doric portico of the main entrance. Constructed in
1676, this portico has a broken pediment with
reclining figures flanking a small wooden clock-tower
ending in a crown, the clock-face bearing the initials
and date C R 1680. Above the doorway, which is
somewhat smaller than the King had proposed, are
carved the Royal Arms and supporters, accompanied
by the monogram of King Charles Il, from drawings
by de Witt.
The older tower, oblong on plan and measuring
68 ft. by 35 ft., has circular turrets rising from the
ground at the three outer angles and containing
gun-loops. The ground at the N .W. corner has
been lowered about three feet. 7 On the N. wall can
be seen traces of an extension, built by Lord Robert
Stewart about 1556 but removed in 1833 or 1834,
and in general the masonry shows obvious signs of
repair and reconstruction; but even so the outside
is less changed than the inside as the principal rooms
were repanelled to Sir William Bruce's designs. At
ground level runs a cavettoed base-course. The
wall-head is surmounted by an encorbellment and
parapet, both of 16th-century type but considerably
restored. Between wall-head and parapet level
there are four storeys, defined by three string-courses,
the latter altered by Mylne because the earlier ones
" louped and rose." The windows now seen were
all enlarged by Mylne. On the inward sides of the
W. turrets are two carved panels, replicas of those
removed by General Monk during the Commonwealth occupation; the one on the left shows the
arms of Marie de Guise-Lorraine, second consort of
King James V, while the one on the right, which is
copied from the original now broken in two and
lying within the church (cf. p. 143), has a background
of thistles against which rises a unicorn in full relief.
The creature wears a collar, enriched with crosses
and fleurs-de-lys, from which a chain passes between
the forelegs and round the back; the right foreleg
supports the banner of St. Andrew and the feft a
small shield exhibiting the Royal Arms of Scotland.
Underneath are the initials I (acobus) R(ex) 5. ,
The quadrangle, to which the portico admits, is
about 94 ft. square and is enclosed on the N., E.
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and S. sides by three-storeyed wings, or " quarters"
as they were originally called, with attics in their
roofs. Each storey has its specific order, Doric
below and Ionic and Corinthian above; the whole
being a sober and dignified composition if somewhat
less elaborate than that which was first proposed,
and to which the king had objected on the score of
expense. The ground storey includes an arcade or
" piazza" of nine arches on every side. On one of
the piers at the N.W. corner is seen the inscription
FVN BE RO MYLNE MM 1671, for" Founded by Robert
Mylne, Master Mason, 1671." The central part of
the "east quarter," which faces the portico, is
slightly advanced and is surmounted by a raking
pediment containing an achievement designed by
de Witt; this represents the Royal Arms, sup-
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1544. The layout is, in general, straightforward,
and is designed to give special prominence to the
State Apartments on the first floor. It seems to
owe something to a set of plans prepared by Inigo
Jones for Whitehall in 1619. On the three principal
sides the " quarters" are divided longitudinally by
a partition, an arrangement which made for convenience and elasticity of plan. The problem of easy
access and communication, moreover, was not overlooked, the state staircase at the S. end of the" west
quarter" being supplemented by lesser stairs, one
each on the N. and the S. and two on the E., as well
as by an adequate number of service stairs. But
in accordance with the fashion of the time there is
an entire absence of corridors, excepting those which
have been introduced in comparatively recent years.

o
o
o

FIG. 306.-The Palace of Holyroodhouse (No. 87) ; ground-floor plan, from plans
supplied by the Ministry of Works.

porters and motto with the crowned initials of
Charles II twice repeated.
It appears on investigation that only a minor part
of the " east quarter" has been built on the site of
the canons' cellarium and that most of it encroaches
upon the old cloister-garth. The" south quarter"
similarly overrides part of the small inner court of

GROUND FLOOR.-The ground storey is devoted to
kitchens, offices and cellarage, several of the compartments, including the two in the basement of the
old tower, being vaulted.
FIRST FLOOR: HISTORICAL APARTMENTS.-The
principal rooms on the first floor are commonly
reached by a scale-and-platt stair near the N.W.
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corner of the quadrangle. This stair has a wroughtiron balustrade which is probably the earliest
example of decorative ironwork to be seen in Scotland.
" The stair panels are hammered . . . each forming
the royal monogram C R, twice repeated, under a
crowned thistle-flower and two leaves. The design
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the "Duchess of Hamilton's Drawing-Room" in
the N. end of the" west quarter." The whole suite
is panelled in pine, the mantelpieces having marble
surrounds and Dutch tiling. It contains some
excellent tapestries and antique furniture, the more
outstanding items of which are ·listed below (p. ISO).-

J
FIRST

FLOOR

FIG. 307.-The Palace of Holyroodhouse (No. 87) ; first-floor plan, from plans
supplied by the Ministry of Works.

did not fit the landing and the C R design is supplemented by two narrow panels of older wall-anchor
pattern, while the fixing plate might have been
picked up in Bruges or Ypres. It must ha"e been
forged by a Flemish craftsman . .. The newel is a
plain bar surmounted by a ball and the iron handrail
of a small moulded section."8
On the lowest landing an access has been made to
a turnpike which Bruce formed within the N.E.
turret of the old tower, and on the next landing a
doorway has been forced through the tower gable.
Both openings lead to the larger of two rooms
occupying the full width of the tower. Another
doorway on the upper landing leads to the Picture
Gallery, which runs the full length of the inner side
of the "north quarter"; and to the W. of this,
et' suite with it and with the room first mentioned, is

Apart from its turrets the old tower has two rooms
on every floor. The outer room on the first floor,
which has a simply-patterned ceiling and is known
as "Lord Darnley's Audience Chamber," is hung
with four Mortlake tapestries of Playing Boys,
woven in the latter part of the I7th century from
I6th-century designs. This opens into "Lord
Darnley's Bedroom," which contains a bed with a
tester, Genoese velvet curtains and an embroidered
coverlet, as well as six chairs covered with the same
velvet, all of the latter part of the I7th century.
Doorways at two corners admit to little closets in
the western turrets. That to the N.W., which is
hung with late I7th-century Flemish verdures, communicates with a narrow newel-stair rising within
the N. wall from the basement to the attic. Traditionally this was the stair by which the Darnley

• It is interesting to compare this list with one which was prepared in 1714, published in P.S.A.S.,lxii (1927-8), pp. 181-96.
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conspirators ascended to murder David Riccio in
1566. On its S. side is a peep-hole, to light the stair
at night and to overlook the bedroom. The other
turret-room, known as " Lord Darnley's DressingCloset," has a late type of pine panelling, but the
marble mantelpiece is bolection-moulded and fitted
with Dutch tiles. The" Duchess of Hamilton's
Drawing-Room" has an enriched plaster ceiling
with the monogram of Charles II worked into the
corners; the pulvinated frieze below is enriched
with a garland. In addition to a marquetry cabinet
and six 17th-century oak chairs it contains two
Brussels tapctstries, woven in the 17th century from
16th-century pictures painted for the Vatican, the
first representing the vision of the Cross appearing
to Constant.ine the Great and the other his battle
with Maxentius at the Milvian Bridge. 9
The Picture Gallery, as has already been said,
occupies the inner side of ~he " north quarter." It
was designed as the Council Chamber, but takes its
present name from a series of portraits, inset in the
panelling, which represent a hundred Scottish
kings, authentic and imaginary, from "Fergus I,
B.C. 330" to James VI, who died in 1625. These
pictures were painted between 1684 and 1686 by de
Witt, who contracted to carry out one hundred and
ten paintings· within two years at an annual salary
of £120; they were originally hung in frames, but
in 1746 they were wantonly damaged by Hawley's
dragoons and were set in their present positions
after repair. Until recently the E. window contained
a panel made up of fragments of stained glass from
the S. clearstorey of the Abbey Church; this,
however, has now been placed in store. The
furniture includes a fine marquetry cabinet, South
German work of the early 17th century, a set of
chairs dating from the middle of the same century,
and an English marquetry table dating from its
close. In the gallery are three large tapestries of a
" Virgil" series designed by J. F. RomanelIi and
woven by Michel Wanters in the 17th century in
the Barberini works at Rome. The subjects aret :
" Dido showing Aeneas the building of Carthage,"
" The false Ascanius bringing a gift to Dido," and
" The suicide of Dido on the pyre." The rooms to
the N. of this gallery have no features of special
interest.
FIRST FLOOR: STATE APARTMENTS.-The State
Apartments are situated in the "east quarter."
The public enter them from the Picture Gallery
but the principal access is by the State Staircase
at the S. end of the" west quarter." Spacious and
easily ascended, this staircase has a handsome stone
balustrade in the Scottish fashion and, as it rises no
higher than the first floor, it is appropriately covered

with a fine enriched ceiling. It is hung with four
16th-century Brussels tapestries, representing the
gods as planets, which are among the earliest in the
Palace, and also with a landscape tapestry of unknown
origin and date. The vestibule at the top of the
staircase has an 18th-century Gobelin tapestry" The
Sacrifice to Pan," one of a set of seven designed in
1738 by Etienne Jeurat for the Gobelin masterweaver Audran. The two rooms on either side of
the stair-head, respectively the Household DiningRoom and the West Drawing-Room, as well as
the rooms in the "south quarter," including the
Throne Room and the Entree Room, have all
been modernised, but the last-named retains its fine
enriched ceiling and contains four Brussels tapestries
woven in the later 17th century by F. van den
Borght-it is said from designs by Teniers. The
subjects are: "Asia," "A vegetable market," " A
fish market," and" Africa." The room to the E.
of this, the Morning Drawing-Room, has an
exceptionally fine ceiling and is panelled in oak, the
carved mantelpiece containing a painting by de
Witt. It contains a late 16th-century Flemish
tapestry of " Isaac and Rebekah " and four of a set
of six tapestries, depicting the story of Diana, which
were woven in Paris at the beginning of the 17th
century after designs by Toussaint Dubreuil. The
subjects are: "Actaeon turned into a stag,"
" Latona on the island of Delos, " " Niobe dissuading
the people from making offerings to Latona," and
" Diana in supplication before Jupiter." Between
this room and the Picture Gallery is a suite of
three rooms and an ante-chamber facing S., the two
larger rooms having close garderobes besides their
entrances. All are panelled in oak and have notable
ceilings; one of these, that of the" King's Bedroom"
of 1675, has an oval allegorical painting (" ane piece
of history") by de Witt, who also provided other
paintings for the mantelpieces. The S. room contains two 17th-century Flemish tapestries, one of a
warrior and the other depicting the Death of
Lucretia; also a third, by Louis Hinart, who founded
the Beauvais factory in 1664, representing the
meeting of the Duke of Lorraine and Maria Theresa
and evidently belonging to a series of betrothals.
The next room, the original "King's Bedroom,"
contains a tapestry" Diogenes writing on the wall,"
one of a set portraying the life of Diogenes, which is
considered to be one of the earliest made at MortIake ;
also two 17th-century French tapestries with conventional designs and two other French tapestries,
designed by Etienne Jeaurat for Audran in 1738 and
having for their subjects " The dream of the Shepherd Lamon" (sic) and "The wedding-feast of
Daphnis and Chloe." There are no tapestries in

• In 1714 one hundred and eleven portraits were in
position, including those of William Ill, his consort
Queen Mary II, and Queen Anne.

t The titles of these tapestries, and others which are
given below, have been taken from lists, etc., in the
possession of the Ministry of works.
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the :ante-chamber, which is no more than a lobby,
but the northernmost room, next the Picture
Gallery, has four tapestries of the Mortlake
Diogenes set including " The visit of Alexander the
Great to Diogenes," "Diogenes and his Tub,"
"Diogenes contemplating the ruins of Carthage,"
and" Diogenes at the Bath." On the coving of the
ceiling of this room the Royal Arms are represented
on two opposite sides, balanced by the royal monogram on the other two. Jan van Santvoort's carved
oak trophies on the mantelpiece are particularly
good, and are something in the style of Jean le
Pautre. Three other of the State Apartments on
the W. side of this suite, overlooking the court, have
recently been panelled in oak. The northernmost
of these rooms has a French landscape-tapestry of
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before King Priam," belonging to a .set of the history
of Troy which formed part of the contents of the
Palace in 1715. The room to the S. has no features
of special interest. Mention must be made, however, of three 17th-century ' Flemish tapestries
hanging in a room next to the" Duchess of Hamilton's Drawing-Room" at the diametrically opposite
corner of the building; these represent " A woman
throwing herself into the sea," " A woman and child"
and "Dido building Carthage." There are also
some tapestries in store, including two of 16thcentury date, part of a Hannibal series by a weaver
who worked with Franz Geabels (1540- I 590), as
well as a 17th-century Flemish tapestry representing
" a Roman Conqueror," and a 19th-century French
tapestry of " Lucretia."

FIG. 308.-The Palace of Holyroodhouse (No. 87); second-floor plan, from plans
supplied by the Ministry of Works.

the 18th century. The central room, which alone
has an enriched ceiling, has a Flemish tapestry of the
second half of the 16th century, showing part of a
triumphal procession, and two 17th-century Flemish
tapestries, "Aeneas carrying Anchises from the
flaming city," and "The Greek Sinon brought

SECOND FLOOR: HISTORICAL APARTMENTS.-The
turnpike stair at the N.E. corner of the old tower
gives access to the Historical Apartments on the
second floor. These show their 16th-century origin
more clearly than do those below although here also
the walls have been panelled to Sir William Bruce's
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'design, while the floor level is 3 ft. above the original
one. The room first entered, "Queen Mary's
Audience Chamber," is similar to and immediately
above that of her consort (cf. p. 148). Part of the
panelling on the S. side has been removed to expose
a 16th-century frieze, painted in tempera upon the
original plaster above the fireplace. In the E. wall
is a borrowed light filled with modern stained glass.
The carved, gilt and painted soffit of the recess bears
a wreath enclosing the saltire of St. Andrew. Conjectured to have been Queen Mary's oratory-its
position is not unsuitable-this recess was originally
a window in the tower, but when the adjoining
" north quarter" of the Palace came to be rebuilt
the window gave place to a doorway. On the right
of the entrance is a doorway in the N. wall-that in
front of which Riccio was murdered-which admits
to the lower end of a steep and narrow stair wholly
enclosed within the wall .of the turnpike. This
seems to have been an original provision, probably
the access to the floor above. A similar doorway at
the N.W. corner opens into a press, possibly at one
time a close garderobe.
The outstanding feature of the Audience Chamber
is its oak ceiling,lO which can be dated by internal
evidence to between April 1558 and July 1559. The
ceiling is divided into sixteen panels, each containing
a cartouche which exhibits either a coat of arms or
a monogram. In the centre is the lozenge-shaped
shield of Marie de Guise-Lorraine, second wife of
James V and mother of Mary, Queen of Scots. This
is charged: Quarterly, 1st, barry of eight, Argent
and Gules, for Hungary; 2nd, Azure, the fleurs-de-lys
of France, ancient, Or, for Anjou-Sicily; 3rd, Argent,
a cross-crosslet Or, for Jerusalem ;* 4th, Or, four
pallets Gules, for Aragon; 5th, Azure, the fleur-de-lys
of France, ancient, Or, within a bordure Gules, for
Anjou; 6th, Azure, a lion rampant, contournee, Or,
crowned, armed and langued Gules, for Gueldres ; 7th,
Or, a lion rampant Sable, crowned, armed and langued
Gules, for Flanders; 8th, Azure, semee of crosscrosslets fitchy, two barbels adossee Or, for Bar.
Over all, on an escutcheon of pretence, Or, a bend
Gules charged with three eaglets for Lorraine. The
cartouche in the upper dexter of the four panels
adjoining this achievement bears a crowned shield,
flanked by H R, the initials of Henri II of France,
and charged with the three fleurs-de-lys of France,
two and one. The second, on the sinister side, has
a similar shield charged with the Royal Arms of
Scotland and flanked by the initials of James V.
The third, on the lower dexter side, exhibits the arms
of the Dauphin, Henri's son: Quarterly, 1st and
4th, three fleurs-de-lys; 2nd and 3rd, a dolphin
imbowed, with the initials F(rancis) D(auphin).
The fourth, on the sinister side, bears the Royal
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Arms of Scotland and the initials M(aria) R(egina),
for Mary, Queen of Scots. Eight other cartouches
bear the initials of James V beneath a crown; seven
display those of his daughter, Queen Mary; and
one, distinguished by having two crescents and two
fleurs-de-lys projecting from its border, exhibits a
Latin cross below a crown, possibly in allusion to
Holyrood.
En suite with this Audience Chamber is
"Queen Mary's Bedroom." This has a 16thcentury wooden ceiling, bearing the carved initials of
Queen Mary and of her son J ames VI and I, on which
the initials C(arolus) R(ex) and C(arolus) P(rinceps)
have been painted, together with heraldic devices
such as the portcullis of Westminster, the harp, the
rose, the thistle, and the red cross of St. George.
On the walls are late 17th-century Flemish tapestries
representing "The fall of Phaethon," and "The
Phaethontiades, changed into poplars by Zeus." A
doorway on the N. opens on the narrow newelstair mentioned on p. 148; another opens into
" Queen Mary's Supper-room" in the N.W. turret,
which has a 16th-century fireplace and a close
garderobe; while a third gives access to the" Queen's
Dressing-closet" in the other turret, which is hung
with three late 17th-century Flemish tapestries, one
a verdure and the others depicting " The departure
of Tobit" and "The meeting of Abraham and
Melchizedek. "
SECOND FLOOR: PRIVATE APARTMENTS.-Of the
other apartments on this floor little need be said;
most of them are large and well-proportioned, and
some retain their contemporary mantelpieces and
doorways. One room in the " north quarter" has
an enriched ceiling and frieze, and two en suite with
it have enriched friezes. In the" east quarter" the
room immediately above the original "King's
Bedroom" and the one at the S.E. angle of the
building both have enriched ceilings. One room
contains an interesting set of crewel-work panels
representing conventional subjects, another has two
early 17th-century Brussels tapestries "Alexander
wounded at the Battle of Pinarus" (i.e. Issus) and
" Alexander the Great slaying a lion;" while in the
corridor between the two E. staircases there is a 17thcentury Flemish tapestry representing " A Roman
Conqueror. "
In the attic there is nothing of special interest.
"QUEEN MARY'S BATH. " -The tiny, irregular
building (Figs. 302, 309, 310), popularly known as
Queen Mary's Bath although it is in reality a lodge or
pavilion, stands at the N. apex of the gusset enclosed
by Abbey Strand, Abbeyhill and the modern approach to Palace Yard. It does not appear in the
view of 1544 (Fig. 59) nor in the one that is attributed

• Thus differing from the usual representation, which is a cross potent between four crosses Or.

[CANONGATE

HISTORICAL MONUMENTS (SCOTLAND) COMMISSION

BURGH OF]

to Rowland Johnson and is published in Holinshed's
Chronicles (1577); but Gordon of Rothiemay
illustrates it in his pictorial map of 1647 and its
position is more particularly shown in a survey of
1671, at which date it stood immediately beyond the
N.W. corner of the King's Privy Garden with its
entrance facing the "caichepelle," or tennis court,
which lay about 20 yards to the S. From architectural evidence it can be dated to the last quarter of
the 16th century, that is to say, to the first half of the
reign of James VI. It is known to have been reconditioned in 1852, when a richly-inlaid dagger was
found hidden in the boarding of the roof.

the southernmost of these is a fireplace. The fabric
has been repaired, and is now in the custody of
the Ministry of Works.
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FIG. 309 .--The Palace of Holyroodhouse (No. 87);
" Queen Mary's Bath."

The shape of the building is best grasped from the
plan (Fig. 309). It has only two storeys, and the
masonry is rubble with dressings of freestone, slightly
chamfered. The N. angle is rounded off and
develops into a turret set out on an encorbellrnent of
three members, shoulder-high from the ground, the
two lower members continuing along the W. wall.
Towards the N.E. angle part of the masonry overhangs and is borne on separate corbels of oak which,
if not original, must be of some considerable age.
The high, pyramidal, slated roof is flanked on two
sides by tall chimney-stalks. The entrance, facing
S.E., opens into a small lobby at the foot of a winding
stair which is contained in a small annexe projecting
from the main building and covered with a lean-to
roof. A doorway opposite the entrance admits to
the basement chamber. Irregular in shape, this
little room is lit from N. and S.W. and has a fireplace
in the N.E. wall. At the W. corner is a wide, arched
recess, which shows signs of alteration. The floor is
tiled. The cramped, winding stair opens into the
S. corner of the upper room, and on the left of the
entrance can be traced a built-up recess, the flooring
in front of which can be moved to expose a cavity,
7 ft. 4 in. long by 2 ft. wide, above the arched recess
on the floor below. The cavity is thought to have
contained a bath, but the arrangement rather suggests
a place of concealment. The upper room is lit by a
window in the turret and by two dormers. Beside
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FIG. 3Io.-The Palace of Holyroodhouse (No. 87) ;
" Queen Mary's Bath," from drawings prepared for the
National Art Survey of Scotland.

SUNDIAL, NORTH GARDEN.-Although popularly
associated with Mary, Queen of Scots, this dial was
constructed only in 1633 for Charles I, whose
initials are carved upon it accompanied by those of
his queen, Henrietta Maria, and by the arms of the
United Kingdoms displayed within the Garter.
John Mylne, the King's Master Mason, fashioned
the stone-work with the assistance of his sons John
and Alexander; the" dyell " was engraved and gilt
by John Barton, and painted by John Anderson.
Having fallen into disrepair, the dial was renovated
by Queen Victoria's orders and was then placed in
its present position on the W. side of the North
Garden. The head, which is original, is a polyhedron, each side presenting a dial to the number of
twenty-nine in all, while the under-surfaces with one
exception display devices such as the portcullis, the
rose, the thistle, the fleur-de-lys, the Prince of Wales's
feathers, and the Scots crest. The octagonal
pedestal, which seems to have been renewed, stands
on the original base of three octagonal steps. The
15 2
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The side galleries were removed in 1947.
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total height of the sundial is 10 ft. and the width of
the base 10 ft. 3 in.
1 P.S.A.S., xxxiv (1899-1900), p. 224. 2 The
Bannatyne Miscellany, i, p. 184. 3 Journal of the
British Archaeological Association, June 1935, pp. 186 f.
4 Lalanne, (Euvres Completes de Pierre de Bourdeille Seigneur de Brantome (1873), vii, p. 419.
5 Between pp. 168 and 169.
6 P.S.A.S., xiv (187980), p. 329. 7 P.S.A.S., xxxiv (1899-1900), p. 239.
8 J. Starkie' Gardner, Ironwork, iii.
Victoria and
Albert Museum Handbook, p. 74. 9 The Palace of
Holyrood House:
Official Guide, 1937, p. 20.
10 P.S.A.S., .vii (1866-8), pp. 381-4.

88. Croft-an-Righ, Holyrood.-This pseudoGaelic name, meaning" the king's field," is applied
to a little countrified mansion, standing immediately
outside the N. garden of Holyroodhouse, which
dates, to judge by its architectural detail, from the
16th century but which was extensively remodelled in the century following. The house is
popularly associated with the Regent Moray, Queen
Mary's half-brother, who was assassinated at Linlithgow on January 23rd, 1569-70, a date which
seems too early for any part of the present fabric.
Sir Daniel Wilson, however, has pointed out1 that it
answers generally to the description of a house,
sometime the property of Lord Elphinstone, which
William Graham, Earl of Airth, bought from the
Earl of Linlithgow. Within two years of the sale
that house took fire and was "totallie burned";
and this may explain the traces of rebuilding that are
so evident here.
The house was reconditioned some years ago by
H.M. Office of Works and is to-day subdivided into
two dwellings, occupied by gardeners of the Palace
of Holyroodhouse. Facing a lane which originally
gave access to the Abbey churchyard but which now
leads to the King's Park, it is L-shaped on plan with
the re-entrant angle facing S. The main block
contains three storeys and the wing four. The top
floor of the former being lower than that of the latter,
it was originally lit by dormers; but the wall-heads
have been raised throughout, those of the wing
sufficiently to include an additional storey, which is
lit by dormers. Gordon of Rothiemay's drawing,
however, seems to indicate aT-shaped layout, in
which a lofty main block, recognisable as the existing
wing, faces the street, while a low extension occupies
the position of the present main block. If this view
is an accurate representation" it follows that the
rebuilding took place after 1647. The masonry is
rubble, once harled, with chamfered and rounded
dressings. Turrets with conical roofs project from
the S. corners, and all three have been heightened
'*' In a charter of 1682 a tenement on the N. side of the
Canongate, at Rae's (later Campbell's) Close, is said to be
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and re-roofed. Where not entirely modern, the
windows with few exceptions date only from the 17th
century; and at this same time the upper part of all
three gables was reconstructed.
The lower part of the W. gable has always been
recessed at both corners beneath a simple corbel.
In the S. recess there seems to be a built-up doorway,
intended to give access to the basement of the main
block. Two built-up doorways are seen side by side
in the wall of the wing facing the courtyard. While
the one to the S. gave access to the basement of the
wing, the other opened at the foot of a narrow scaleand-platt stair which still rises to the top floor; the
lower end of the stair has, however, been closed off
and diverted to a modern forestair on the street, for
the purpose of shutting off the upper tenant from his
neighbour. There is nothing of interest in the basement; it is not vaulted and its original arrangement
is uncertain. There can have been only one apartment at this level in the wing, but the main block
may have been, and probably was, subdivided. On
the first floor, however, it is certain that there was no
more than a single room in either division. The
one in the main block which, before alteration,
measured about 37 ft. by 17 ft., has been divided up,
and its fine enriched ceiling, which is of early 17thcentury date, now covers two rooms and a lobby.
The ceiling is divided by moulded ribs into square
and circled compartments, each enriched with devices
in relief such as lion and human masks, terminal
figures, lions rampant, fleurs-de-lys, grape bunches,
acorn slips, a griffon rampant and a male figure clad
only in breeches and hose. The original bolectionmoulded fireplace can still be seen in the E. gable.
The wing chamber, too, has been subdivided and
wholly modernised. The only feature of interest in
the upper storeys is another bolection-moulded
fireplace in the wing chamber of the second floor.
On the opposite side of the street is an entrance to
part of the Palace garden, and above this has been
set a large pediment of pierced strap -work containing a cross in its upper part. This pediment is
quite out of scale with its surroundings and has
presumably been brought from elsewhere. The
style is that of the time of Charles I, but the stone is
so little decayed that it may be of considerably later
date.
1 Memorials, ii, p. 89.
(ii) THE BURGH: ECCLESIASTICAL
89. Canongate Parish Church.-Although it
became a vassalage of Edinburgh in 1636, Canongate
remained a separate burgh and parish,,*,1 the parishioners worshipping in the nave of the Abbey Church
" in parochia insulae monasterii Sanctae Crucis." (Chartulary
of the Canongate. (MS. City Chambers, Edin,) 9 Nov., 1682 .)
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of Holyrood until this was appropriated by J ames VII
and 11, in 1686, to the use of the Order of the Thistle.
Being thus deprived of their church, the Protestant
burgesses petitioned the King for a grant of certain
moneys which had been disponed in 1649 by Thomas
Moodie 2 to the Town Council of Edinburgh for the
purpose of building a church, "which project," as
they pointed out, " has not as yet been implemented."
Their request was granted, and the present structure
was erected in 1688 within the burial ground on the
N. sine of the Canongate, at a cost of" 43,000 merks
Scotch".3 The architect was J ames Smith, son-in-law
to Robert Mylne, King's Master Mason. According
to Colin Campbell, author of Vitruvius Britannicus
(1717), Smith was" the most experienc'd Architect
of that kingdom," i.e. of Scotland. He was appointed
General Supervisor of Royal Castles and Palaces in
Scotland in 17°7."
The church is a plain inornate basilica presenting
its best face to the street, from which it is set back
some little distance. On plan it includes a semicircular presbytery on the. N., rectangular transeptal
aisles to the E. and W., and an aisled nave to the S.
The S. front alone is ashlar-built, the other parts
being in rubble; quoins and windows have back-set
margins. The centre part or nave gable is advanced to
relieve the elevation, and terminates, like the abutting
gables of the aisles, in curvilinear skews. There is
no clearstorey, as the aisle roofs are high. There
are three entrances on the S., a large central doorway,
which is sheltered by a Doric Renaissance portico,
flanked by two smaller doors having boldly-moulded
architrave, frieze and entablature, and giving entry
to the aisles on either side. Above the portico,
within a moulded border which breaks into " lugs"
or "shoulders" at the corners, is an uninscribed
panel flanked at either side by a cherub's head from
which falls a garland. The design and workmanship
of the carving are equally praiseworthy. At a higher
level on the front is an heraldic achievement with a
shield, surmounted by helm and mantling, and
charged: A chevron ermine between three pheons,
for Moodie. A cartouche beneath bears a modern
inscription, and on a label above can be read the
words PIA DEDERE. The Royal Arms, as borne
between 1689 and 1694, with supporters and motto, are
exhibited near the top of the gable, which terminates
in a modern apex-finial in the form of a stag's head
and cross, symbolic of the legendary origin of the
Abbey of Holyrood.
The lighting arrangements in the front are simple
but telling. Above each of the side doors is a tall
window with a semicircular head. Two similar
but larger lights, surmounted by a roundel, rise
above the portico. At their springing and apex all
have slight quirks on the outer arris of the margin,

a lingering vestige of Gothic influence. The N.
window of the apse is of late Gothic type infilled
with degenerate tracery. The other windows resemble the large windows in the front. A stone on
which the date 1644 is incised has been inserted for
preservation in the gable of the W . transeptal aisle.
The interior is lofty and bare, with no features
of special interest. The aisles open from the nave
through arcades of massive Doric columns, not unlike
those supporting the tower of the Tron Church
(No. 3). The ceiling, which is coved, is plastered,
as are also the walls. ,The church does not possess
a bell, that of the adjoining Tolbooth (No. 105)
being rung for service. *
COMMUNION .CuPS, ETc.-An oak fascia in the
vestibule of the church records, on twelve panels
set out in two rows, a number of mortifications made
between 1643 and 1702. The gifts include a large
silver cup bequeathed by William Brown, hammerman, in 1643, and three others bequeathed in the
following year, two by Margaret Herring, relict of
John Taylor, and one by Archibald Lowrie, cordiner.
These must all have been used in the Abbey. The
following particulars of the church plate have
been compiled from Burns, Old Scottish Communion Plate, pp. 422 and 521 f., and from other
sources.
Of the four cups in this collection the oldest are
the two presented by Margaret Herring (see above),
which were made in London in 1610. They were
intended for domestic use and originally possessed
covers, but these have been lost. Both cups are
inscribed round the rim with the words GIFTED TO
THE KIRK OF CANOGATE (sic) BY MARGARIT HERRING,
which are followed in one case by the text WE HAVE
REDEMTION THROVGH HIS BLOOD EPH. 2. VER. 7 and
in the other by HE HATH WASHED WS IN HIS OWEN
BLOOD FROM OVR SINS, with the date 1644 at the end.
The two presented respectively by Brown and Lowrie
(see above) were made for church use in the first
instance, and are of a type common in Scotland in
the 17th century; one is inscribed GIVEN BE WILLIAM
BROVN TO THE KIRK OF HOLYRVDHOVS 1643; but of
the other no particulars could be obtained.
The set of baptismal vessels consists of laver and
basin, both bearing the Edinburgh hall-mark and the
name-punch of the maker, Edward Cleghorne. The
laver, which has a cover and a covered spout, is
inscribed on the upper part of the bowl AND TO
IESVS THE MEDIATOVR OF THE NEV COVENANT AND TO
THE BLOOD OF SPRINKLING THAT SPEAKETH BETTER
THINGS THEN THAT OF ABEL HEBREWS 12 CHAP. 24
VER. The basin is inscribed on the rim GO YE
THEREFORE AND TEACH ALL NATIONS BAPTIZING THEM
IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND OF THE SON AND OF

• In 1856 the T own undertook to p ay the ringer of the Tolbooth bell for his services.
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THE HOLY GHOST MATTHEW 28 CHAP. 19 VERSE, and on
the back THIS BASON AND LAWER VAS APPOINTED BE
THE KIRK SESSION OF CANNOGATE (sic) FOR THE VSE
OF BAPTISME IN THE YEAR 1674. lAMES DEANES
BEING BAILLIE AND MR PATRICK HEPBVRNE MINISTER
lAMES COCHRAN KIRK THESEROVR. *
A few years ago two of the pewter alms-dishes
were stolen and were only recovered after they had
been crushed for scrap. A third, which remains
intact, is stamped with the maker's name" Hunter,"
and is inscribed FOR THE KIRK OF CANONGATE 1773.
A pewterer named William Hunter became burgess
and guild-brother in 1749.
TOMBSTONES.-( I) A mural monument built into
the outer wall of the E. nave-aisle has at the bottom
a moulded console, enriched with scroll-work and
bearing a skull and cross-bones accompanied by the
admonition MEMENTO MORI, supporting a shelf from
which rises an architectural framework consisting of
panelled pilasters, moulded frieze and cornice, and
a pediment with urn-shaped finials at the apex and
sides and winged skulls in the positions of antefixes. From the main cornice projects a cherub's
head with a mantle falling from the neck. The main
inscription, carved upon the drapery and recently
picked out in gold, runs: R(EVERENDUS) D(OMINUS)
THOMAS WILKIE QUI PRIMIS (sic) / HAC IN AEDE
EVANGELIUM ENUNCIAVIT / QUOD CADUCUM HABUIT
HlC DEPONI / JUSSIT AD ANIMARUM CURAM IN / VICO
CANONICORUM ADMOTUS / MUNERE PASTORALI IBIDEM
AD / ANNOS PLUS MINUS 24 SUMMA / CUM LAUDE AD
VITAE TERMINUM / FUNCTUS EST NATUS 8 AP. 1645 /
DENATU(S) 19 MART. 171 I CUJUS / MEMORIA (sic)
RACHEL SINCLAR / EJUS VIDUA AMORIS ERGO / POSUIT
(" The Reverend Mr. Thomas Wilkie, who was the
first to preach the gospel in this church, ordered
what was mortal in him to be buried here. Being
called to the cure of souls in the parish of Canongate,
he discharged the pastoral duty there in the most
praiseworthy manner for about twenty-four years,
until the end of his life. He was born on Apnl 8th,
1645, and died on March 19th, 1711. Of her lo,,:e
his widow, Rachel Sinclair, set up this stone to hIS
memory"). In the pediment is an open book
inscribed PSALM 9, 77 / REV. 4, 13·
By an Act of the Town Council Dr. Wilkie was
made a burgess and guild-brother in 1690, without
payment of fees.
(2) A large slab, probably dating from the early
18th century, lies in front of the same wall. It IS
slightly coped and shows a cherub's head at the top
and raised scrolls at each corner and also in the
middle of each side, where they end in little skulls.
The inscription has been totally effaced by the
weather.
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(3) Built into the N. wall on the W. side of the
apse is a small Renaissance mural monument, probably of the early 18th century and of a common type.
It has pilasters with side trusses flanking an inscribed
panel, now totally illegible, a console below, and a
moulded entablature and broken circular pediment
above. In the tympanum is a scrolled cartouche
bearing a monogram of the initials P P, surmounted
by a hand grasping a hammer for crest. A scroll
with the words HOC OPERE rises over all.
(4) A weatherworn upright panel of about the same
date, built into the same wall on the E. of the apse,
has a simple frame supported on scrolled corbels.
(5) An early 18th-century Renaissance monume~t
is built into the W. wall of the churchyard almost ill
line with the W. transeptal aisle. In the centre is an
inscribed panel flanked by Ionic pilasters with a
scrolled truss at each side. The pedestal below,
which returns beneath the pilasters, bears a cherub's
head beneath each truss, a skull with cross-bones
below the pilasters, and a winged hour-glass in the
middle with a label above inscribed FUGIT HORA
(" Time flies "). The entablature above has _a
curvilinear broken pediment, with a cartouche ill
the tympanum enriched with griffin heads and displaying a hammer and tongs interlaced and surmounted by a crown. Along the frieze runs the
inscription HERE LYES ROBERT CAMPBELL / SMITH &
FERRIER DEPARTED THIS LYFE YE 7 DAY OF JUN 1723 /
AGED 48; while the main inscription reads HERE
LYES ANDREU LIDDEL [GARDINER] / IN CANONGATE
UHO DEPAIRTED [THIS LYFE] / THE 3 DAY OF SEPTEMBER
1704 HIS AGE 52 YEARS. This is followed by HERE
LYETH JEAN SIMPSON / SPOUSE TO ANDREW LIDDEL /
GARDINER WHO DEPARTED / LIFE THE 4 OF APRILL
17[?] / AGED 64 / [HERE LYETH] JEAN LIDDELL /
SPOUSE TO GABRIELL MORTOUN / WHO DEPARTED THIS
LIFE / . ..
(6) Built into the same wall farther N. is a stone
without an inscription, probably dating from the
early 18th century. The upper corners are cut
obliquely, and at the top is an hour-glass in a panel
with a skull and cross-bones below, all very rudely
represented.
(7) In the same wall still farther N. three fragments,
which may not originally have been related, have
now been assembled. The larger piece is a m oulded
panel, complete in itself, from which t~e inscription
has been effaced by the weather. ThIS rests on a
moulded stone and is surmounted by a circular
broken pediment containing a skull and cross-bones
in the tympanum with a label over all inscribed
MEMENTO MORI. The skull is flanked by two sets of
initials, A H and M B, possibly for Alexander
Herbert and M argaret · Brock, who were married in
16 57.

• For thesaurer, treasurer.
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(8) Among the later memorials there may be
mentioned the headstone set up by Robert Burns to
the memory of the poet Robert Fergusson, who died in
1774. This stone stands on the W. side of the church.
1 Stat. Acet., 1793, vi, p. 565.
2 On "Thomas
Mudie and his Mortifications " see Scottish Historical
Review, xiv, 1916-7, pp. 310-20. 3 Stat. Acct., ibid.,
p. 566. 'Mylne, The Master Masons to the Crown
of Scotland, p. 245·
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WESTERN BUILDING.~The architectural history of
this building dates back to the end of the 15th or the
early years of the 16th century. In its first form it
stood three storeys and an attic in height,
was oblong on plan, and measured 76 ft. from E. to
W. by 24 ft. from N. to S. The ground floor may
have been cellarage and, as at present, there may have
been a through transe. Each of the upper floors
accommodated two dwellings of hall-and-chamber
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FIG. 3IB.-Abbey Strand (No. 90), from plans supplied by the Ministry of Works.

(iii) THE BURGH: SECULAR

90. Abbey Strand.-It will be convenient to
begin the Inventory of domestic buildings at the E.
end of the Canongate. On the N. side of Abbey
Strand"" there are two contiguous 17th-century
tenements, which Lord Rosebery acquired in 1935
and presented to the State in order to ensure their
preservation. The E. member of the pair, which is
known as "Lucky Spence's house,"l looks older
than its neighbour although it is actually the more
recent of the two, the W. huilding having undergone
modernisation from time to time.
• " Strand" originally meant a gutter.

character, those on the first floor being entered from
external stone stairways. Each stair was carried on
a segmented arch buttressed against the N. wall of
the building, and. gave access to turnpikes in corbelled and engaged rounds which led to the houses
on the upper floor. The doorways to these turretstairs had delicately-moulded jambs of a character
assignable to the first half of the 16th century. The
E. doorway is still in position, but the one on the W.
was taken down and rebuilt to serve as an entrance
to a common turnpike formed in later years (infra).
Subsequently both halls had direct access from the
street on the S. by forestairs placed at the E. end
of each dwelling. One of these stairs, that on the
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E. side, is still in use. On the E. and W. walls the
remains of water-tabling indicate that there were
wooden galleries on these elevations, and it seems
possible that similar galleries also occurred on the N.
side. The original windows appear to have been of
small size, and to judge from the existing evidence
on the S. elevation near the N. end, at the first-floor
level, they seem to have been set some considerable
height above the floor. One original window, now
built up, is noticeable in the W. gable above the
remains of the water-table course. Immediately
above this window the line of the old crow-stepped
gable can still be traced, and at the other end of the
building a projecting skew-put gives the line of the
wall-head level. The main feature within each hall
was a large fireplace, with moulded jambs and lintel,
which measured 7 ft. 9 in. long by 4 ft. 5 in. high.
The building suffered in the general conflagration
of 1544 and on its reconstruction it was extended I I
ft. northwards. From the outer wall of this extension there projected a turret and turnpike which
became the common stair of the reorganised dwellings.
At this period, too, a further extension was built to
the E.; this was 21 ft. square on plan and two storeys
and a garret in height. The ground floor contained
a kitchen with an arched fireplace of late 16thcentury type which may originally have belonged to
the manse of the chaplain of St. Leonard's Hospital
(No. 165).- This extension became the nucleus of
the eastern building (infra).
Various alterations and enlargements in · the
fenestration of the S. elevation have upset the 17thcentury appearance of this fa9ade. Especially notable,
however, are two groups of large windows on
the first-floor level, which belong to the reorganisation carried out after the partial destruction of 1544.
They have moulded jambs and were originally
furnished with leaded lights and oak shutters. Each
window was protected by a projecting iron grille, as
indicated by the bar-holes in the masonry. The
windows with the plain chamfers are of late 17thcentury date and bespeak a reorganisation of that
time, when pine panelling and heavy plaster cornices
were introduced into the rooms. Apparently there
were at least two large windows on the second floor,
each disposed above its neighbour of the first-floor
level; otherwise the fenestration appears to have
been small. At the centre of the building at this
level there was a moulded stone housing for a coat
of arms. In the early part of the 19th century the
building was heightened by a storey, and on the
street frontage the ground-floor elevation was reset
and faced with freestone ashlar.
EASTERN BUILDING.-This building appears to
have been constructed in the first half of the 17th
• This manse, which is mentioned in the Accounts 0/ the
Lord High Treasurer for 1541, was burned by the English
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century. As has already been said the plan, which
is somewhat L-shaped, incorporates the 16thcentury addition to the W. building. The block to
the E. is 64 ft. long by 21 ft. wide and is set with its
crow-stepped gable to the street, an arrangement
which gave rise to the triple gable of this fa<;ade.
This street elevation has been reset on the original
lines by the Ministry of Works, and it incorporates
an arched coach-entrance of a type similar to those
that are to be seen on the back elevation of White
Horse Close (No. 93). A noticeable feature on the E.
face is the fireplace projection, and at the S.E.
corner there is the indication of another building
which ran E. and linked up with the garden wall of
the Palace. The windows on the first-floor level are
of 17th-century character and have chamfered
rybats; those on the ground floor are for the most
part restorations. There are two entrances to the
first floor of this building from the outside. The
one giving access from the street is by the old stairway
which served the easternmost house on the first floor
of the western building; this stairway is partially
roofed and forms an entrance porch. The other
entrance is by a forestair on the W. side of the E.
wing, the head of this stair being furnished with a
wood-boarded and slated porch. Within the building the first room on the main floor had a wooden
barrel-vaulted ceiling, and in the S. room of the E.
wing there is an enriched plaster ceiling divided into
six compartments at every corner of which there is
a circular panel. Some wooden beams bearing
painted decoration, which came from Caroline Park,2
have been built into the corresponding room on the
floor below.
2

1 Allan Ramsay, Poems (ed. 1721), i, pp. 33-9.
Inventory of Midlothian and West Lothian, No. 41.

91. Robertson's Court, 5 Canongate.-The
large four-storeyed, rubble-built tenement that
occupies most of the N. side of this court, and looks
northwards over Calton Road, dates from the late
17th century but has been reconstructed. A stair
tower projecting into the court leads to the upper
floors.

92. 11-15 Canongate.-This oblong tenement
of four storeys and a garret stands at the foot of the
Canongate and overlooks Robertson's Court, which
lies behind it. It is distinguished by three crowstepped gablets which rise from the wall-head in
front; they vary in size, and the space on each side
of the central one has been partly filled in. Both
the exposed walls are built of free-stone rubble,
harled except where the chamfered dressings are
left bare. Two modern shops occupy the ground
in 1544 and was still ruinous in 1561, but had been rebuilt
by 1570 (O.E.C., xxiii, pp. 122-5).
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floor, but their fronts are separated by the stair
which gives access to the upper storeys. The lintel
of the stair entance, partly covered by the shop
fascias, is inscribed with two sets of initials, W L
and M A, accompanied by the date 16[9?]7. The
lower part of the stair seems to have been renewed,
but above the first floor, where the bottle-nosed
steps begin, it is original. On each landing there
are two chamfered doorways admitting to small
separate flats, all of which have been modernised.

93. White Horse Close, 31 Canongate.-In
1889 this property, which extends from the Canongate
northwards to Calton Road, was purchased by the
late Dr. Barbour and his sister, and was adapted
for working-class housing. Notwithstanding some
essential alterations, the property that is now administered by the Barbour Trust, considered as a whole,
is a unique survival from the 17th century. Its
buildings enclose a long courtyard which widens as
it runs N. The long, low ranges at the sides have
been considerably modernised, but the higher
buildings at each end still have much of their original
appearance. The one at the N. end, together with
the side ranges, was the hostelry known as the
White Horse Inn. The southernmost block, which
faces the Canongate, but which also extends along
part of the E. side of the courtyard, seems to have
contained a series of flatted dwellings which were not
connected with the other buildings. The westernmost part of the Canongate front, three storeys and
an attic in height, encroaches upon the pavement.
In its lower part there are two modern shops,
between which the principal entry to the courtyard
pierces the block. This entry has a segmental arch,
moulded with a quirked edge-roll, and the lower
part of each jamb has been cut away to give easier
passage. A doorway at the S.E. corner, which has
a moulded lintel of the 17th century and jambs of
later date, leads to a wheel-stair which formerly
gave access to the upper floors of the part lying
farther E., but which is now shut off above the
first floor. The masonry is harled, and the exposed
window-margins are chamfered. The top floor has
been entirely rebuilt.
The E. part of the Canongate front, which is of
similar construction and also contains three storeys
and an attic, recedes about 9 ft. from the general
frontage. The ground floor is again occupied by
two modern shops. The first floor is lit by three
fair-sized windows and the second floor by one
semi-dormer with an oversailed roof and by a double
dormer-window; the latter was probably surmounted originally by a crow-stepped gablet, but it
now supports a gabled extension of wood and
plaster. The roof is steeply pitched, and its crowsteps are still visible on the E. side.
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On each side of the passage that leads to the
courtyard there is a built-up doorway, set so low
as to show clearly that the level of the entrance has
risen-a change equally marked in the courtyard
itself. The western doorway led directly into a
turnpike stair which served the upper floors, but of
this only vestiges remain. The buildings to left
and right of the inner end of the passage, which also
contain three storeys and an attic, may be somewhat
later than those facing to the front, but all traces of
alteration and addition are coverj!d by a uniform
coat of modem harl.ing. Within the S.E. corner
of the courtyard rises a lofty rubble-built stairtower, unharled and possessing a good moulded
entrance-doorway at the stair-foot. The stair itself
has been transferred to an adjoining position inside
the building. The buildings to which the tower
is attached were both three storeys and an attic in
height, but the two lowest floors of the northern
division have been thrown into one in the construction of a hall. The windows, where unaltered, are
back-set and chamfered.
There has been so much reconstruction inside the
front buildings that their original arrangement cannot
now be determined, but a close examination of the
plans show traces of three major divisions on every
floor. The first of these is L-shaped and extends
from the E. wall of the entrance passage along the W.
part of the front, and then returns towards the
courtyard. The second, which may have been subdivided, adjoins the first and is roughly Z-shaped,
with parallel limbs running N. and S. This encloses
on two sides the third and smallest division, which
is rectangular. The majority of the rooms are dark
and many are badly shaped; some of the latter
have been so from the first while others have been
spoiled by subdivision.
Hardly any features of
special interest have survived the process of modernisation. The easternmost of the houses facing the
Canongate has on the first floor a moulded fireplace,
a plaster cornice, and traces of panelling in one room,
while the other room on the same floor is fully
panelled in pine and has a good plaster cornice.
The house immediately adjacent on the W. has a
moulded stone fireplace, a plaster cornice, and
wall-panelling in one half of the front room. On
the floor above, the house to the E. retains a bolectionmoulded fireplace, round which are vestiges of
panelling; while that to the W. has a similar fireplace
and the wall in which it stands has pieces of panelling
of a Georgian type.
The buildings on the E. and W. sides of the court
are two-storeyed, access to the upper floors being
obtained from modem forestairs and balconies. The
masonry is harled rubble. The internal arrangement
has been modernised and is featureless.
The early building at the N. end of the courtyard
is by far the most interesting member of the group.
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entrances to the first floor, as well as internal stairs
leading to the attic storey. The masonry is harled.
With the exception of a single small window on the
second floor of the S.E. extension, which has a
moulded cornice and pediment, the openings are
merely chamfered at the arris. A dormer window

On plan it is a long parallelogram of the exceptional
internal width of 24 ft. The side facing the courtyard has two storeys and an attic except at the
E. end, where a gabled projection rises from the
wall-head and looks out over the roof of a small
two-storeyed extension set out within the E. angle
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FIG. 319.-White Horse Close (No. 93); from plans prepared by Sir F. C. Mears, P.R.S.A., F.R.I.B.A.

of the courtyard. Its upper floors are reached by a
forestair with a moulded coping, which rises to a
mid-landing and there divides to right and to left
to give access to two gabled projections of wood
and plaster which are corbelled out from the main
wall on stout beams. These projections, which are
replicas of the original structures, contain the

with a plain triangular pediment, which has been
considerably renewed and bears the date 1623,*
looks out over the mid-landing of the stair. The
roof is modern. On the left of the forestair a steep
narrow alley passes beneath the building and gives
access from Calton Road, which is considerably
below the level of the courtyard. Advantage has

• Until recently this date appeared as 1523, which was obviously too early for the building.
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been taken of this difference in level to introduce
at the back a vaulted undercroft, which was originally
devoted to stabling.· Thus the elevation facing
Calton Road includes an additional storey at the
base, which is entered from four archways on the
E . side of the alley and from two others on the
W., all of which have segmental heads and chamfered
jambs. In each case the jambs have been dressed
back, after construction, in order to enlarge the
opening, but at some still later time the archway
immediately E. of the passage has been contracted.
The first floor is lit by a range of nine windows
facing N.; these have chamfered arrises and
are all original, although a small window beside
the W. gable seems to have been broken out at
some later time. The second floor is lit by an
equal number of semi-dormers with back-set
margins and triangular pediments, the latter
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The close forming the main approach to the
property was at one time known as Ord's Close and
later as Davidson's Close. It is now called White
Horse Close. The inn itself was probably built by
Lawrence Ord. Cf. O.E.C., xiv, p. 127. .
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Queensberry House, 64 Canongate.-

For over a century this lofty and massive structure has
been a " House of Refuge for the Destitute" and a
home for the aged, but its early inhabitants were
men of rank and estate. The grounds, which still
run from the Canongate to Holyrood Road, were
acquired in 1680 by 'Charles Maitland, brother and
ultimate successor to John, 2nd Earl and 1st Duke
of Lauderdale, and laird of Hatton by marriage.
In the following year Lord Hatton, then a Senator
of the College of Justice, built himself a " lodging"
in the city, incurring the animosity of the burghal
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FIG. 32o.-Queensberry House (No. 94); from plans lent by the Governors.

extensively repaired. The roof, skews and scrolled
skew-puts are quite modern. The block is divided
internally into two unequal portions by a cross
partition; this partition and both gables, all three
of which are set at an acute angle to the side walls,
contain fireplaces, and the chimney-stalks above are
original although the moulded copes have been
renewed.
The internal accommodation has been completely
modernised.

tradesmen by importing country masons. The
" lodging" in question seems to have been Queensberry House, since Lord Hatton disponed the
property in 1686 to William, 1st Duke of Queensberry
while the charter of 1688 1 specifies "the great
mansion with garden and orchard, enclosed in a
stone wall, with stables and other offices, kitchen,
brewery, etc., on the west."t The house must
therefore have been in existence by this time. In
the Forty-five it sheltered wounded officers of the

• Wilson (Memorials, ii, p. 84) mentions that there was
a horse-pond nearby.

t The property is granted in free regality, and is thus
placed outside the jurisdiction of the Canongate bailies.
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Jacobite anny, and in consequence it IS of the floor level has been raised, was the kitchen of
interest to mention that a portrait of the Young the Officers' Mess in 1808, and it can now be further
Pretender, considered to be an almost contemporary identified by its fireplaces as the kitchen of Queenscopy of Strange's painting, was discovered here. berry's time. Hence, if the tale related by Chambers'
In 1761 the house was occupied by John, 3rd Earl has a basis of fact, this room must have been the
of Glasgow, and from 1773 to 1803 by Sir James scene of the tragedy enacted in 1707.
Montgomerie. The Board of Ordnance purchased
1 Canongate Chartulary
(MS. City Chambers,
the place in 1803, and in 1808 the house was re- Edin.), vo!. v, 1633-71, fo!' 155. 2 Memorials,
modelled as barracks, which fact accounts for the ii, p. 80. 3 Traditions of Edinburgh, i, pp. 286-8,
strictly utilitarian appearance that it has worn since
that time. It is interesting to find that the working
95. Golfer'S Land, 81 Canongate.-This
drawings made for the alterations have been house is known as the Golfer's Land on account of the
preserved, and some of them are reproduced in tradition that it was built by John Paterson, shoeFig. 320. Bpeaking of the former appearance maker and bailie, with his share of the stakes won
of the house Sir Daniel Wilson says2: "The whole in a golf match in which he partnered King James
building was then a storey lower than it is at present. VII and II, at that time Duke of York. It is an
The wings were surmounted with neat ogee roofs. irregularly-shaped 17th-century block and presents
The centre had a French [mansard] roof, with its gable to the street. Built throughout of harled
storm windows, in the style of the palace of Versailles rubble, with back-set and chamfered dressings
and the chimney stalks were sufficiently ornamented exposed at the openings and moulded skews, it is
to add to the general effect of the building, so that five storeys in height with an attic and garret in
the whole appearance of the mansion, though plain, addition. Through the centre runs the entry to
was perfectly in keeping with the residence of a Brown's Close. At the S.E. corner rises a stair
nobleman and the representative of majesty. The tower, apparently part of a vanished building, which
internal decorations were of the most costly descrip- exhibits towards the street a panel bearing an
tion, including very richly carved marble chimney inscription in 18th-century lettering, recently
pieces. On the house being dismantled many of renewed.'*' It is said to be from the pen of Dr.
these were purchased by the Earl of Wemyss, for Pitcairne, and reads : completing his new mansion of Gosford House,
CVM VICTOR L VDO SCOTIS QVI PROPRIVS ESSET
near Edinburgh."
TER TRES VICTORES POST REDEMITVS AVOS
On plan the house includes a main block running
PATERSONVS HVMO TVNC EDVCEBAT IN ALTVM
E. and W. with two parallel wings projecting northHANC QVAE VICTORES TOT TVLIT VNA DOMVM
wards at right angles, one being in alinement with (" When Paterson who, in succession to nine ancestors
the W. gable but the other one some way W. of the who had been champions, himself won the championE. gable; in addition to these, two low square ship in the Scots' own game, he began to raise on
wings are attached to the S. corners. The last are high from the ground this house, which all alone
still three-storeyed, as formerly, but their ogee produced so many champions.") The verses are
roofs have been replaced by hipped roofs. The followed by the words I HATE NO PERSON, an anagram
other parts, of four storeys on the N. side but of of " John Patersone."
five storeys elsewhere owing to the slope of the
Immediately below the wall-head of the tower is
ground, are now, as Sir Daniel Wilson says, a
an
armorial panel within a moulded border. The.
storey higher than at first. Between the two N.
wings runs a rusticated porch with a central moulded shield, surmounted by helm, mantling and a now
doorway flanked by windows and surmounted by indecipherable crest, which is said to have been a
four blind windows. The gables of these wings hand grasping a golf-club, is charged: Three
have rusticated quoins. All the original windows pelicans in piety, on a chief three mullets, for
have back-set and chamfered margins, while the Paterson. Beneath the shield is a scrolled cartouche
later ones lack the chamfer. The masonry is rubble on which there was probably a motto.
The E. elevation, now exposed by the removal of
prepared for harling. Internally there has necessarily
been much reconstruction, and the only remaining adjoining buildings, is also gabled and has a massive
features of any special interest are two barrel- central chimney-stalk flanked by crow-steps. The
vaulted compartments running E. and W. on the windows seem to be later insertions. The N. or
ground floor near the middle of the building. back elevation, which rises three storeys and an
Recently, however, the remains of two large kitchen- attic above the pend, has a crow-stepped half-gable
fireplaces have been exposed side by side in the rising from the wall-head to abut on the buildings
W. wall of Male Ward No. 2; this ward, in which flanking the W., and only surviving, side of Brown's
• In a recent re-cutting
During the 19th century
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Close. These buildings, which comprise an oblong
range four storeys and an attic in height, are also
built of harled rubble, at one time colour-washed.
Near the outer, or N., end a modern stair-tower of
brick projects eastwards to serve the N. half of the
range, which had previously been entered from a
balcony. Access to the upper floors of the S. end
of the range, as well as to those of the front building,
is gained from an internal scale-and-platt stair
situated at the junction of the two buildings; the
.staircase, which has a solid newel embellished with
semi-shafts at each end, has been extended in wood
in modern times. Its entrance from Brown's Close
had a bold roll-moulding, but this now survives
only on the lintel. Internally both buildings have
been considerably altered and contain little of
interest, although a few of the original moulded
stone fireplaces remain in position.
96. 82 and 82A Canongate.-This rubblebuilt, gabled tenement is known as Nisbet
of Dirleton's House after the eminent jurist, a
former occupant, who became a Senator of the
College of Justice in 1664 with the title of Lord
Dirleton. It stands between Haddington's Entry and
Strichen's Close, and is not only one of the oldest
houses in the burgh buthas survived with less alteration
than most of the rest have suffered. Although the
ground floor of the S. half is apparently a remnant
of some earlier structure, as it now stands the
building is substantially of the year 1624, the date
carved, together with a monogram of the initials
K M, on the common pier of the close-set
windows in the centre of the front on the first floor.
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FIG. 32I.-Numbers 82 and 82A Canongate (No . 96).

The house is four storeys in height and L-shaped
on plan, having a wing projecting towards the
street and a square crow-stepped stair-tower rising
within the re-entrant angle, which opens towards
the N.W. The main block, running E. and W.,
seems to represent the first building that occupied
the site, but if this is the case the frontage line
must have been advanced. The front (Fig. 351) is
exceptional in several respects; for example, the
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upper part of the stair tower stands free, in order
that the wing may have a side-window on the
second floor, while again the N.E. angle is set out
on a single corbel and carries a rectangular turret
higher up. Modern shop-fronts have been introduced at the street level. The first and second
floors both have four windows, the two in the centre
united by a common pier, but the westernmost
light in the upper tier has been built up. The
third floor, rising within the crow-stepped gable,
has two windows and a dormer, the latter the
survivor of two on the W. side. The stair entrance,
by which the upper. floors were approached, has a
bold moulding of roll, fillet and hollow, and the
lintel has been cut back into the form of an arch
to give additional height. The window immediately
above the entrance seems to have been widened,
but the two above this again are untouched. The
back wall (Fig. 235), now a patchwork of rubble and
brick, was once encumbered with timber extensions.
The original E. wall is screened by Haddington's
Entry, which is of later date; but the earlier part
of the W. wall is stilI marked in the entry to Strichen's
Close, although concealed at higher levels.
The main block contains a disused central passage
designed to give access to an extension which is no
longer in existence. It runs N. and S. between
two vaulted cellars, is itself vaulted at its S. end
only, and is now entered from the W. cellar as its
original entrance, a round-arched doorway, has been
closed up. The cellar on the E., entered from
No. 82 Canongate in the E. half of the wing through
a round-arched, chamfered doorway, has a fireplace
beside the entry, but this is probably not original.
The E. wall contains an aumbry. Of the two
doorways in the S. wall, the easternmost gives access
to a small angled projection, while the other, which
is built up, formerly opened into the space beneath
a forestair which once rose against the back wall. The
W. cellar, entered from No. 82A Canongate, but
also having direct access from the well of the main
staircase, is lit from the W. and had a doorway
at the S.W. corner communicating with an extension
which is now removed. On the ground floor there
are two compartments in the wing, both of which
have been modernised.
Since the close of the 17th century each of the
upper floors has been a self-contained flat, but
whether this was the original arrangement or not is
uncertain. The first floor accommodates a hall, an
angled passage and three apartments, all of which
were elegantly finished.
In two rooms wallpanelling of the late 17th century still survives, and
some vestiges can be seen in the passage also.
The second floor has four rooms and a passage,
the apartment over the hall being smaller than the
others; here again panelling seems to have been
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the prevailing finish, for some traces remain in the
passage while the large room to the N.E. is probably
panelled behind the wall-paper. This room opens
into the front turret. The one behind it has a
closet at the S.E. corner, and this appears to represent
the remains of a stair which originally led to the
third floor; this is suggested by the fact that the
upper flight of the main stair is of wood, and is
probably a comparatively late extension contrived in
what had previously been a small room. The top
floor is featureless apart from a plain fireplace of the
17th century.
97. 83-85 Canongate.-This tenement is of
late 17th-century date. Oblong on plan, it presents
towards the Canongate a gable which is five storeys
and an attic in height; it also extends northwards
into Campbell's Close, where a semi-octagonal
stair-tower projects from its W. side and gives
access to its upper floors. The masonry is rubble,
harled on the front. The windows have back-set
ma~gins which, where unaltered, have chamfered
arnses. The gable-skews are moulded and end in
scrolled skew-puts, and the N. gable has been
reconstructed. The stair entrance is back-set and
rounded. The ground floor of the front building is
now a public-house. An original fireplace survives
on the first floor and another on "the second; the
former is flanked by Ionic pilasters-all that remains
of the scheme of panelling with which the walls
were covered-and has a carved, fretted frieze of
unusual type.
98. 87-91 Canongate.-This oblong, fivestoreyed tenement may be referred to the beginning of
the 18th century. In front it faces the street and
behind it looks out on Campbell's Close, the entry
to which pierces its E. end. The circular stairtower that gives access to the upper floors rises from
within the Close; it has lately been heavily buttressed in brick. The masonry is rubble, harled on
the front. The windows are back-set and chamfered.
The building is featureless inside, but an ornatelymoulded mantelpiece of marble still survives on the
first floor of the W. house.

99. Reid's Court, 95 Canongate.-Originally
screened from the street by a range of buildings,
this space seems to have been opened out about
the beginning of the 19th century and enclosed
on the S. by a dwarf-wall and railing with a pair
of gate-piers in the centre. One of the front
buildings, however, which dates from the mid-18th
century, was allowed to remain at the S.E corner
and is now known as Number 2 Reid's Court.
Three storeys and an attic in height, it is square on
plan, built of rubble, and plastered on the front.
The windows have back-set margins, a treatment
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applied to the N.W. corner also. A moulded cornice
returns on the front and apparently on the back
also, although there it is concealed behind a more
recent building. The ground floor, entered from the
Canongate, is now a shop. The upper storeys are
reached from an internal newel-stair within the
S.W. corner. The stair entrance has back-set
margins and is surmounted, by way of cornice, by a
plain stone shelf supported on two simple, scrolled
trusses. The stair, which is of stone up to the
first floor, has bottle-nosed steps; above this level
it is of wood. The interior of the building possesses
no features of interest, but two fireplaces seem to
be original.
The building in the centre of the courtyard, Number
3, stands on the S. side of a garden. On
plan it includes a late 17th or early 18th-century
main block running E . and W. , two storeys and a
garret in height, and a wing of the same height
and of slight projection running N. in alinement
with the E. gable. At a time considerably later
than the construction of the main block, a twostoreyed S. wing was added at each end ;
while a lean-to extension against the back wall of
the main block is probably still more recent. The
whole of the masonry is harled rubble, with back-set
margins at the voids. The chimneys of the main
block have been heightened. The entrance, which
is central in the front, has a shouldered margin and
a projecting key-stone on the lintel. This door
admits to a lobby at the back of which rises the
staircase with bottle-nosed steps and, in its lowest
part, a short balustrade of turned mahogany. On
the ground floor there are three rooms and on the
first floor four, all finished much as they were when
the house was occupied as the Manse of Canongate
at the beginning of the 19th century. The two
front rooms on the upper floor have late 18thcentury panelling. In the W. room the early 18thcentury mantelpiece is surmounted by a later frieze
and cornice, both enriched; while the fireplace in
the E. room has a marble slip surmounted by a
wooden frieze enriched with triglyphs, over which
runs a dentilated cornice.
The wings to the S., Number 5 and 6 Reid's Court,
are shut off from the main building and have separate
staircases.
While the E. wing, Number 5, has been
modernised, the W. wing, Number 6, still retains some
18th-century features . For example, the groundfloor room to the S. has a rounded alcove at the
N. end, a fireplace, and a moulded plaster cornice,
all of the later 18th century, while the room above
has a fireplace and cornice of the same time .

100. Holyrood Brewery, 124 Canongate.Immediately E. of Wilson's Court a substantial,
oblong tenement of late 17th-century date presents.
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its side to the Canongate. Obviously once a building
of some distinction, it now retains little that is of
interest. The rubble front is five storeys high, but
the top floor, which is surmounted by a cornice and
battlements, is quite modern. The lower part of
the S.W. corner was originally recessed beneath an
encorbelment, probably to admit the passage of a
forestair, but the cavity has been filled in. On the
ground floor seven openings are traceable, four
of them windows and the other three doorways.
Above the traces of the second doorway from the
W. a moulded cornice, which may be the surviving
fragment of a string-course, supports an empty
panel-space surmounted by a triangular pediment
.which bears the date 1685 in the tympanum. On
. each of the three original floors above were seven
windows, of which four are still open on each tier.
101. Wilson's Court, 136A Canongate.Two early 18th-century rubble-built tenements, outwardly identical in design, bound this court on
N. and S. Three storeys and an attic in height
and oblong on plan but for a circular stair-tower
projecting into the court, each building has a pend
or passage beneath its E. end and a central gablet,
surmounted by a rebuilt chimney-stalk and containing a Venetian window rising above the eaves
on the N. side.
In the northern house, which faces the Canongate,
the ground floor is devoted to shops. The first flat
has four good rooms grouped round a lobby, which
has lately been extended through the largest compartment to secure better light and ventilation.
The two rooms to the back contain nothing of
interest. The W. front room has a carved wood
surround to the fireplace, which probably has a
marble slip, painted over. The back wall of the
E. room has three recesses, the one in the centre
larger than the others, all with ogival heads supported
on twin shafts ; these were probably formed during
the Gothic revival. On the second floor the lobby
has always extended from back to front, with two
rooms on each side; none of these possesses anything worthy of remark apart from a fireplace in
the E. room at the back. The dark, low-ceiled
attic-rooms have been modernised. The balustrade
at the top of the newel stair has a graceful trellis
of wood.
The building to the S. is arranged differently, and
was perhaps intended to be self-contained as it has
two principal rooms on every storey. The E. room
on the first floor has an 18th-century niche on each
side of the fireplace and there is said to be a built-up
staircase rising to the second floor within its N.E.
corner, although no trace of any such feature is
visible at present. There is nothing else that calls
for notice.

102.
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142 Canongate and adjoining tene-

ment.-Adjoining the Huntly House group (No. 104)
at its N .E. corner, Number 142 Canongate extends
from Bakehouse Close to Slater's Court and faces the
main street. It provides abutment for a narrower
tenement behind, which runs S. to meet the stair
wing of Acheson House (No. 103). To all appearance
the two buildings are substantially of the 17th century
yet both seem to include remnants of 16th-century
work; but whether these remnants can be identified
as parts of the buildings that stood here at the time
of the English invasion of 1544 (cf. Fig. 59) is
extremely doubtful. . Both fabrics show extensive
signs of alteration, and this makes analysis even
more difficult than it is in the majority of cases .
On the plan (Fig. 322) the outline ofthe forebuilding
has been defined in hatching of the first period,
while the building at the back, as it has been largely
rebuilt, is shown as it was after having been reconstructed in the 17th century.
The front building, which is oblong on plan and
of greater depth than frontage, comprises three
main storeys with an attic and a cellarage. When
first set out it had three main apartments on every
floor, the largest one being parallel to the street,
a smaller one occupying the S.E. corner, and the
smallest of all the S.W. corner. Until a few years
ago the last contained a staircase which led from the
ground floor to the cellarage. That it may also have
risen to the upper floors is possible, but the probability is that these were reached, as they are at
present, from a newel-stair, originally of semioctagonal plan at the base but corbelled out above
to a rectangular shape, which projected some ten
feet forwards from the general building-line. A
double" gun-hole" recently exposed in the W. wall
of the staircase shows that this access was already
in existence by the last quarter of the 16th century.
It is probable that the re-entrant on the E. side of
the stair tower originally contained a wooden gallery
affixed to the front at first-floor level; but at the
turn of the 17th and 18th centuries the whG "
frontage was carried forward in stone and lime to
the outer face of the stair tower, which was renewed
at the same time. The lower part of the existing
front is quite modern, but it probably had a window
and two doorways from the outset. The E. doorway
gives access to the ground floor, while the W. one
admits to the newel-stair which had projected from
the original front. On the first floor are three large
windows of Queen Anne's time, all back-set and
chamfered, while the second floor, which is restricted
to a gable over the W. part of the front, is lit by a
large window similar to those immediately below.
Beside this is a smaller window which lights the
stair-well. The part of the front that is E. of the
gable is covered with a platform roof, enclosed by
a modern balustrade; overlooking this roof is a
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flat-headed dormer set in the old outer wall, which
has in time become an internal wall at the lower
levels and is not now visible from outside anywhere
else. The main roof is slated and that of the gable
pantiled.
The gable overlooking Slater's Court
(Fig. 326) is so much of a patchwork that its original
appearance is in doubt; attention may however be
directed to two press-like recesses on the first floor
and to a third above, all of which seem to have been
close garderobes and must at one time have been
under cover.
The street floor has been converted into a publichouse, which,has recently been extended to include
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of the site being thus exposed as the lower part of
the back wall.
The newel-stair in front gives access to the first
floor, where there are six apartments and a lobby
as shown in Fig. 322. Two rooms have wall panelling
which is datable to the turn of the 17th and 18th
centuries, one of them still retaining a fireplace of
the same period; a third room has an early 17th.
century fireplace wrought with a quirked edge-roll.
The top landing of the newel-stair, which is guarded
by a shaped, flat balustrade of 17th-century type.,
leads into the lobby of the second floor; off this .
opens a large panelled room in the centre of the
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FIG. 322.-Number 142 Canongate (No. 102), Acheson House (No. 103) and Huntly House (No. 104), from plans
prepared by Sir F. C. Mears, P.R.S.A., F.R.I.B.A.

the ground floor of the tenement behind. Apart
from the extension it has three rooms, of which
only the one at the S.W. corner is still of its original
size. A trap-stair leads from the largest room to
the cellarage, the original access to which was"
however, by a stair at the S.W. corner of the building.
The cellarage has five divisions, that on the S.W.
being the old stair-well; the two on the N., which
alone are vaulted, lie beneath the extended front
and are therefore later in date than the rest. Some
fifty years ago the floor of the whole was lowered
to a maximum depth of 2 ft. 6 in., the living rock

building, en suite with which is a small room, also
panelled, facing towards the street and another,
unpanelled, facing towards the back. The farther
end of the lobby admits to a room at the S.W.
corner of the building, which is considerably below
the rest and is such as might have been contrived
from an old stair-well. This room, upon which
the turret-stair of the back tenement encroaches in
such a way as to make its already irregular shape
even more awkward, has a large fireplace, with a
quirked edge-roll, which has at some time or other
been reduced in size.
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The back tenement, which extends along the W .
side of Slater's Court, has three main storeys, with a
fourth consisting of a single room superimposed
on the adjoining end of Number 142. At present it
is oblong on plan but for a rectangular stair-wing
projecting towards Bakehouse Close. The latter
seems to have been added at some time in the late
17 th century, and has since been extensively
repaired in brick. Along with the rest of the ground
floor, it has recently been gutted and united to the
public-house premises, and the upper floors are now
ruinous and inaccessible.
Latterly it was the
entrance to the whole building, but two earlier
doorways, both of which have been reduced so as
to form windows, are still traceable; of these the
one in the S. gable seems to be older than the one
that formerly opened from Slater's Court.

103.
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As it stands to-day, its principal elements are a main
block, three storeys and a garret in height, which
runs N. and S., presenting its N. gable to Slater's
Court in front- and its S. gable to garden ground
behind, and a wing of equal height which extends
W. from near its S.W. corner. These divisions
stand on the E. and S. sides of a small paved forecourt, bounded on the N. by an adjoining tenement
(see No. 102) and on the W. by a screen-wall
containing the entrance gateway, which is in
Bakehouse Close.t The N.E. corner of the forecourt

Acheson House, 146 Canongate.-In

1633 Sir Archibald Acheson of Clonekearney, co.
Armagh, Baronet of Nova Scotia, Lord of Session and
Secretary of State, began to build himself the
handsome and commodious town-house in the
Canongate that has since become one of the most
interesting survivals in the city. After his death,
which took place a year later, the work was finished
in haste. Recently the house fell on evil days,
but the late Marquess of Bute, realising its importance,
purchased the property in 1935 and took immediate
steps to have the fabric thoroughly reconditioned and
restored :
This
article describes
the arrangement
of the house as it
was completed in
the 17th century.
In the nature
of things
the
house could not
be otherwise than
irregular on plan,
as it had not only
to accommodate
itself to adjoining buildings but
was also to a
considerable extent
controlled
by those that forCANONGATE.
merly stood upon
100
50
0 FE.E.1
the site, the reI tIt I t t t I I
mains of these
FIG . 323.-Bakehouse Close and
adjoining buildings (Nos. 102, 103, not having been
104); site plan .
wholly eradicated.
.. Slater's Court has now (1 937) been shut off from the
Canongate by a modern screen-wall, in which a 17thcentury doorway from Anchor Close has been inserted
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FIG. 324.-Acheson Rouse (No. 103), from drawings
supplied by Messrs. Neil and Rurd.

is occupied by a small rectangular wing containing
the staircase, while a third wing, only two storeys
in height and apparently a somewhat later addition,
extends over the S. end of what had been an alley
on the E. side of the house, leading from the Canongate to the garden ground behind. Thus although
Acheson House is now in a congested area, when
first set out it stood open to the air on all sides,
as it had on the S. the garden with an access
from the E., on the W. Bakehouse Close, and on the
N. Slater's Court-this last small enclosure being
shut off from the Canongate by other buildings.
While urban building-stances tend to come down
from generation to generation with but little change
in their extent a few show signs of alteration, and
such alteration has occurred here. An examination
for access . On the lintel is the motto

0 LORD IN THE I S

AL MY T RAIST.

t
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Acheson absorbed part of this Close into his property.
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of the plan shows that the site is divided into two
halves by a wall running N. and S., which continues
the line of the E. side of an older property situated
nearer the Canongate. The wall evidently marks
an old boundary. Further, excavation has recently
disclosed the original cobbling of Bakehouse Close·
within the gable of the principal wing of Acheson
House, and there abutting against the foundation
of an older gable. The whole S.E. corner of the
wing was, in fact, reared on the remains of a previously existing house, and, as this proves to have
been very poorly built, the small economy effected
in 1633 ha!! necessitated much rebuilding and
additional expense in the recent restoration. The
lower part of the N . wall of the main block may
likewise be a survival of some earlier building.
The gateway in Bakehouse Close has a boldlymoulded doorpiece, with a central facetted pendant
projecting from the soffit ef the lintel, which has
rounded corners. The forecourt to which it gives
entry extends to the N. of Acheson's property and
is probably longer to-day than formerly. Towards
this forecourt the elevations of the main block
and both wings are simple and dignified, relieved
by a single moulded string-course, which defines
the lowest storey, and enriched by triangular dormerheads rising upwards from the eaves. The masonry,
as on the other sides, is rubble with freestone
dressings, the openings with one exception having
back-set and chamfered margins and the majority
being stop-chamfered at the sills. The gables are
crow-stepped. The principal entrance, which is
set in the S. wall of the stair wing, has a good
moulded door-piece with a broken triangular
pediment. In the tympanum appears the date
1633 flanking a monogram of the initials of Archibald
Acheson, combined with those of his second wife
Margaret Hamilton, a daughter of Sir John
Hamilton, whom he had married in 1619. On a label
above runs his motto VIGILANTIBVS, surmounted by
a finial, or moulded bracket, to support his cresta cock standing on a trumpet. A chamfered doorway
opposite the main entrance gives direct admission
to the principal wing.
The side of the main block between these two
entrances contains two windows in every floor, and
at the top are dormers surmounted by triangular
pediments having finials respectively in the shapes
of a thistle and a rose. The tympanum of the N.
dormer exhibits the initials of S(ir) A(rchibald)
A(cheson) while its companion originally bore those
of his wife D(ame) M(argaret) H(amilton).t The
• In the restoration a trap-door was formed in the
floor of the kitchen to allow this cobbling to be seen.
t The missing stone on which her initials were cut was
found in the narrow alley on the E. side of the property.
It was lying in fragments beside the f1eur-de-lys-shaped
finial from a dormer on the principal wing.
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adjacent side of the principal wing has a large
central window in each floor, the uppermost one a
dormer, but on each of the two upper floors it had
also a small window near the E. corner. The stair
wing has two small windows facing S. and three
facing W.; the head of its gable is modern. The
N. elevation of the main block occupies the full
width of Slater's Court, for a screen-wall extends
over the alley on the E. side, now a cul-de-sac. Over
the N. end of this alley projects a small two-storeyed
extension, a circumstance which accounts for the
two small windows seen in the screen wall, at first
and second floor levels respectively. Below these
windows, surmounted by a fanlight, is the doorway
through which the alley was entered. On the W.
of it is an original window, now built up, beyond
which a wider doorway, framed with rough timbers,
has been broken out; still further W. there is
another built-up window, which may be a remnant
of the house that preceded Acheson's. A wooden
gallery or balcony of a single storey appears to have
run across the fas:ade at the level of the
first floor, and some such construction, which
cannot have been an original provision, would
afford an explanation for the doorway that has been
broken out at that level near the W. end of the N.
wall and for the fact that one of the two windows
farther E. has been enlarged into yet another doorway.
On the second floor are two windows with a smaller
one above, all three intended to light the garret
which occupies the upper part of the crow-stepped
gable. On the W. side of the alley, near its entrance,
is a doorway giving entry to the main block, and
beyond this a projection covering the back of a
large fireplace. The" floor" of the alley is cobbled,
and contains a drain which runs beneath the small
wing built over the S. end.
The S. elevation of the main block now extends
over the S. or inner end of the alley in a small
two-storeyed wing. Although the masonry appears
to be of one piece, the lower quoins of the S.E.
corner of the main block are still traceable and the
wing must therefore be regarded as an addition.!
This wing has a single window on each floor, while
the main block has two§ except in the garret, where
there is only a single light. The crow-stepped
gable of the main block originally stood clear of the
adjoining wall of the principal wing, but the intervening space has been built up. Owing to the poor
quality of its early underbuilding, of which mention
has already been made, the entire S.E. corner of the
principal wing has had to be demolished and rebuilt
in the recent restoration. On the lowest storey a

t A 17th-century doorway from Anchor Close, bearing
on its lintel the motto THE LORD IS ONLY MY SVPORT,
was rebuilt into the S. wall of the wing in 1937.
§ The westernmost one on the lowest storey has been
enlarged to form a doorway.
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door and window faced E., three windows W., and
each floor above had five windows. The crowstepped gable facing Bakehouse Close had, however,
on each floor but a single window placed near its
N. end. The central relieving-arch seen at the
base was probably provided to carry the heavy
chimneys. A heavily-moulded doorway taken from
another building, which bears the date 1679 in a
sunk panel on its lintel, now gives access from the
Close to the garden which lies to the S.
The interior of the building is less interesting
than its exterior, since its original arrangement has
been altered and its finishings have disappeared.
The principal entrance opened at the foot of a
turnpike stair; this rose only to the first floor,
but as the result of a later alteration it was extended
in wood to reach the floor above, whereas in a normal
arrangement the ascent from the first floor upwards
would have been made by a second stair situated
within the N.E. corner of the principal wing, where
a late wooden stair once stood. Unless it was
divided by timber partitions the lowest floor of the
main block had, in the first instance, only a single
chamber, which served the dual purpose of kitchen
and store. Lit from three sides, the chamber has
a large fireplace in the E. wall, which is otherwise
blank but for the alley-access at the N. end and the
opening that leads to the small wing at the S. end.
The fact that the foundation of the old E. wall
continues across this opening, in making which the
ends of the nearer rybats of the fireplace have had to
be cut through, provides still further evidence that
the wing is an addition. In its N. wall is a deep
cupboard. Internal communication with the principal wing was maintained by a doorway in the W.
wall at the S.W. corner of the chamber. The wing,
like the main block, seems to have had only one
chamber on each floor; these chambers each had a
fireplace in the W. gable and were lit from all sides,
an arrangement only possible where the wing is
attached to one corner of the main block as is the
case here. The description just given of the arrangement of the ground floor holds good generally for
those above, but the first and second floors of the
main block opened into the little chambers formed
over the N. end of the alley. The first floor was the
principal storey; here the fireplace in the chamber
of the main block has an elegantly-moulded cornice,
while the corresponding fireplace in the wing still
shows traces of painted decoration .
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104. Huntly House, 146 Canongate .Through a wholly erroneous tradition this ancient
house has been identified as the" lodging" of George,
sixth Earl and first M arquess of Huntly (1576-1636),

and has consequently come to be known as Huntiy
House, whereas its connection with the Huntly
family was of much later date and only of short
duration. It was not until about the middle of the
18th century that the Dowager Duchess of Gordon
rented one part of the property from the Incorporation of Hammermen of the Canongate, who had
owned it since 1647, and on removing she was succeeded in the tenancy by her son, Lord Adam
Gordon. 1 In 1924, when threatened with destruction, the house was purchased by the municipality,
which is to be heartily commended for the manner in
which it has restored 'the fabric and put it to practical
use as the City Museum. The building is roughly
T -shaped, having a main block which faces N. towards
the street and contains beneath its E. end the entry
to Bakehouse Close, and a long, low extension
running southwards between the Close and a " yard"
or garden which lies parallel to it on the W. During
the latter part of the 18th century the Incorporation
of Bakers became proprietors of the southernmost
part of the property, where they built a bakehouse,
and the Close ' thereupon became known by its
present name. The fabric as a whole shows every
indication of extensive alteration, but since the early
titles have disappeared some of the stages in its
development remain in doubt. In the official guidebook, Sir Frank Mears, P.R.S.A., F.R.I.B.A., who
directed the restoration, gives it as his opinion that
" The property originally consisted of three narrow
garden strips.'*' At the Canongate end of each of
these strips was a small dwelling with a gateway at
the side or below, opening into the garden or close
behind. These dwellings were probably originally
constructed of timber, replaced by stone during the
16th century, perhaps after the destruction of the
town by the English forces in 1544." A row of
three such houses is certainly still traceable in the
present" complex," the one in the middle extending
a little farther S. than its neighbours, and all three
standing back about 10 ft. from the present frontageline. Of their arrangement little can be said, except
that there does not seem to have been direct communication between the ground floors and those
above, as the first floors were approached by forestairs and the further ascent was taken up thence by
internal newel-stairs. The fronts were no doubt
screened by wooden galleries.
A later stage of development saw the three small
buildings united and the block so formed brought
forward to the present frontage. The building of a
new front for the whole was thus entailed. A vaulted
pend was now driven through the ground floor of the
easternmost house to give access to a close behind,
and for some reason the back wall of this house was

• This statement is borne out by the Hammermen's
charter of 1647, w h ich records that the " great tenement"
contained three tenements of land which had belonged

respectively to Malcolm Hall, Gavin Crichton and J ames
Muir. All three tenements were acquired by James
Acheson in 15 17 .
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F[G. 325.- Hunt ly j-Iousc (No. ID4) from Bakehouse C lose.
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PLATE 115.

FIG. 328 .- Huntly House (No. 104) from Tolboo th
Wynd.

F IG. 330.-Bible Land (No . J08) .

FIG. 329 .- The Earl of Morton's House (No. 42).

VIG. 331.-Numbers 20T - 203 Canongate (No.
Bible Land (No. r08) be yond.
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PLATE II 6 .

FIG. 332.- Ca no nga te T oJboo th (No . (05) and N umbers 167 - 16<) Ca nonga te (No . 106).
T o f oc·e p . [69.
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partly taken down and rebuilt. That work, together
with some internal reconstruction, can be referred
to the year 1570. The front building was now two
storeys and an attic in height, the lower part of the
fa~ade being of rubble with ashlar dressings while the
upper part, which was set out on separate moulded
corbels, was wholly of ashlar. The first-floor
windows rose above the moulded eaves-course and
were pedimented. From the roof projected a row
of storm-windows. So far the front building stood
detached, but at about this time it appears to have
been extended S. from the projecting gable of the
central unit, in a building intended to provide more
adequate kitchen-premises. Of this extension, which
consisted of a single storey with a loft, the only
surviving trace is a large fireplace containing in one
jamb the customary receptacle for salt. The family
of Acheson. who had owned the property since 1517,
sold it in 1609 to William Sharp of Ballendoch,2
with whom and with whose heirs it remained until
1647. Some improvements were effected, no doubt
between these dates. The S. part of the central
unit, for instance, looks as if it had been raised in
height at about that time, while the present backwindows of the W. unit cannot well be earlier. In
1647 the house was purchased by the Incorporation
of Hammermen, mainly as an investment for their
accumulated funds but also to provide a meetingplace for the Craft. In the following year other
repairs and alterations were begun. First of all a
convening-house was contrived above the kitchen by
the throwing of two lofts into one, and three months
later the remainder of the S. range was reconstructed.
The main block, or " fore lodging," as it was called,
was now let; and in 1671 the Incorporation, wishing
to increase the accommodation available for letting,
called in " Mr. Mylne, the King's Master Mason,"
to consult with their own masons and wrights in
devising a scheme to this end. The solution at
which they arrived is probably to be seen in the
existing gabled superstructure, or part of it, that is
set out on both sides of the main block; and it is
further on record that the E. newel-stair, or turnpike,
was to be improved and provided with a "skellie
stair." If by the latter term is meant, as is probable,
a scale-stair, this stair still exists as the access to the
turnpike and is approached from the Close by a short
forestair with moulded copings, and through a
handsome doorpiece of this time which stands at its
head. When the Hammermen finally disposed of
the property in 1762 there were no fewer than
seventeen tenants in the place, varying in station from
craftsmen at one end of the scale to a merchant and
Lord Adam Gordon at the other.
As it now stands, the front has a segmented archway at the outer end of the vaulted transe that gives
entry to Bakehouse Close. Immediately W. of this,
on the ground floor, are three windows which have
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been renewed. Two others, flanking a doorway
beyond, can be referred to 1570 on the evidence of
the mouldings wrought on all three openings;
while a built-up window, as well as a smaller one
farther W., which is still open, are simply chamfered
at the arrises and may therefore be somewhat later
in date. The first floor, rising from a tier of moulded
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FIG. 333.-Nurnber 142 Canongate (No. 102), and Huntly
House (No. 104) from plans prepared by Sir F. C. Mears,
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corbels surmounted by a moulded cornice, has five
windows of which the easternmost but one looks like
an insertion. Between the sills and the cornice is a
series of panels, bearing inscriptions in addition to
being carved and gilt. The easternmost of these
has been introduced to commemorate the recent
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restoration, and the other four are replicas of the
original panels which have been placed inside for
preservation. Taken from E. to W. they bear the
following words and devices : (I) ANTI/QVA / TAMEN / ]VVEN/ ESCO (H I am old,
but renew my youth "). The words are followed by
the initials T B W, representing Sir Thomas B.
Whitson, Lord Provost at the time of the restoration,
and are separated by a sun from the date 1932.
(2) HODIE MIHI CRAS TIBI / CVR IGITVR CVRAS / 1570.
(" To-day to me, to-morrow to thee; why therefore
takest thou thought? "). An index hand points to
the second line and the date is flanked by dragonesque
scroll-work. (Fig. 25 .)
(3) VT TV LINGVAE TVAE / SIC EGO MEAR(VM) AVRIV(M)
DOMINVS SVM (" As thou art [master] of thy tongue,
so am I master of my ears "). The last line is
flanked by two quatrefoils. (Fig. 27.)
(4) CONSTANTI PECTORI / RES MORTALIVM / VMBRA
(" Mortal affairs are a shadow to a steadfast heart ").
The third word is flanked by a trefoil and a thistle,
and the final one by scrolls like those of (2). (Fig. 23.)

(5) SPES / ALTERA / VITAE (" There is another hope
of life ") carved above blades of corn, from which
the grains are falling, growing out of a heap of
human bones-the whole being intended to represent
the Resurrection.
From the second floor upwards the front, here
constructed of timber framing covered with harling,
is outwardly modern, but it reproduces the triplegabled arrangement of 1671 which stood until the
restoration.
Although it is something of a patchwork, the S.
side (Fig. 325) has been drawn from Bakehouse Close
by whole generations of artists, attracted by its
grouping and balance. I t divides itself vertically
into two. On the right is the rear-archway of the
vaulted transe, with corbelling above, where the back
wall thickens to carry flues. Above the archway
there are two relieving-arches, vestiges of the room
that was destroyed to form the pend. Higher up
there are two windows, the lower one integral with
a fragment of another to which reference will be
made presently; and at the top the chimney-stalk,
which has been partly rebuilt. On the left side, the
little forestair previously mentioned rises in front of
the moulded 17th-century doorway that latterly gave
access to the upper floors, and a window above the
door lights the scale-stair within. Immediately
above this window the masonry changes from rubble
to ashlar and the superstructure is corbelled out.
In the ashlar work there is an interesting latemedireval three-light window, above which runs a
little cornice and a triangular pediment, all to be
dated by the architectural detail to about 1570. A
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window of this cha~acter would ordinarily be designed as a terminal, in which case it follows that the
adjoining projection for the chimney-stalk has been
added, as indeed its masonry suggests. But the
fragmentary window to which attention has just been
drawn seems to show that the ashlar work must be
later than the rubble. Be that as it may, the fact
remains that one or other side of this S. elevation
must have ' been altered. In its turn the ashlar
pediment has been cut down to accommodate a
gabled extension above, timber-framed and harled,
which doubtless dates from 1671 and has lately been
renewed. That part" of the S. wall which overlooks
the yard is of an orthodox 17th-century design; it
is two storeys and an attic in height and each floor
has two windo}Vs with rounded arrises. The top
windows are dormers with plain triangular pediments. The easternmost light of the ground floor
was once a doorway giving direct entry from the
yard to the vaulted chamber within.
The part of the main block that projects southwards was originally no higher than the rest, but its
wall-heads were raised by about 10 ft. in the 17th
century to provide another storey. It had an
entrance from the yard, which became a window in
the 17th century, at which period also a moulded
doorway was formed in the wall next the Close.
This latter doorway, in its turn, is now built up as a
window. The extensions farther S., which were
rebuilt in 1648, consist of two tenements, each of
three storeys, set end to end, both having woodsheathed projections towards the Close above the
forestairs by which the middle storey was reached.
The S. tenement has also two gabled projections
extending towards the yard behind; these are constructed of stone and lime below but are timberframed and harled above. Each tenement had two
houses on all three floors . At present the ground
floors are used for storage while the upper floors of
the whole range have become a series of museum
galleries entered through the main block. Three of
the galleries have been clothed with late 17th-century
panelling of Memel pine removed from other houses
in Edinburgh.
Some ten feet inside the vaulted pend traces can
still be seen of a gateway situated on the original
frontage. The doorway behind, which is the present
entrance to the museum, has been broken. out through
the back of an original fireplace. Inside the building, structural alteration for museum purposes has
been reduced to a minimum, and the primary
divisions have thus been left fairly distinct. But,
while the three separate units are recognisable on the
upper floors, only two are traceable on the ground
floor on account of the conversion of the easternmost
house into the pend. In all, there are five compartments on the ground floor. The one that is first
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entered was originally shut off by a solid wall from
the remainder, which lie farther W.; but it has been
thrown open to the frontal extension, with the
result that only a small part of the intermediate wall
on the N.-the original front wall-now remains.
In this, however, can still be seen a window, moulded
with a quirked edge-roll, and above the window two
moulded corbels which were no doubt intended to
support the runner of a timber gallery. The W.
wall" shows a large fireplace, latterly contracted, and
an arched recess. The E. wall has a deep recess and
a shot-hole near the N. corner, as well as one jamb of
a doorway oIl,; the line of the original front wall.
The N. wall has three doorways, of which the one
seen built up at the E. end gave access to the chamber
in which the scale-stair latterly rose, while the other
two open into the second compartment, situated in
the southward extension of the central part of the
main block. This is now split up into lavatories,
but was originally a single large chamber with a
fireplace and a deep, shelved cupboard in the gable;
both fireplace and cupboard have, however, been
removed. In the first instance the W. part of the
ground floor, which now forms the third compartment, was a large, vaulted room with a fireplace in
the W. gable; but the extension of the front added
two further compartments, namely a hall and an
extra room, the latter having a fireplace and press in
the gable, and both of these have now been gutted to
make room for a new staircase which has been inserted
to replace an earlier one.
This new staircase leads to the first floor. Its
predecessor served only the W. part of the building,
the two houses farther E. being reached from the
back by way of the forestair and the scale-stair, a
spacious newel-stair, known as the east turnpike,
starting at the head of the latter. Rising as it does
in the heart of the building, the circular well of the
newel-stair makes the division above the transe
irregular in shape and awkward in arrangement. At
first this division was probably L-shaped, containing
two small rooms at the back and a larger one in front.
The latter was lengthened by the frontal extension
of 1570, but three quarters of a century later one of
the small rooms had to be given up to the scalestair, so that in the end the accommodation was no
more extensive than at first. The surviving room at
the back, to-day thrown open to the one in front,
has an interesting 16th-century moulded fireplace on
one side of the surviving window and a built-up
opening on the other side, the latter evidently
representing the embrasure of the fragmentary
window that can be seen on the outside. The
built-up opening appearing in the W. wall was the
original entrance to the room in which the scalestair was inserted. The E. wall has two recesses,
that at the S. corner evidently formed to give more
room round the fireplace, while the purpose of the
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other is uncertain. THe latter cavity descends
beneath the floor, and in the masonry of its head may
be seen the end of a lintel which seems to have
projected from the E. wall at right angles. The
same wall of the front room contains an arched
recess in which a secondary fireplace has been formed
with an outlet for slops in the floor in front of it.
As the wall ran N. it became the outer wall of the
projecting staircase of No. 142 Canongate (No. 102),
in which a gun-hole facing W. is additional evidence
Further proof of
for the frontal extension.
this is seen in the original chamfered corner of the
staircase, which has been exposed at the N.E. corner
of this room. The W. wall contains a large fireplace,
formed in the 17th century but subsequently contracted in such a way as to leave a deep press on its
S. side. An earlier press farther N. has been filled
in. The N. wall contains the solitary window.
In the central part of the building there are two
large rooms. The one to the N., now deeper than
at first by reason of the frontal extension, has panelling
of Memel pine dating from the time of Queen Anne
but also exhibits some interesting survivals from an
earlier period. The handsome, moulded fireplace in
the W. wall, for example, is surmounted by an oval
panel inscribed NOSCE TE IPSUM (" Know thyself")
above the date 1570, while the wall on the left side
of the fireplace-projection displays a sadly decayed
mural decoration of the same time. To the same
period may likewise be referred the close garderobe
in the S. or back wall, as well ag the press-like cavity
above. The room behind, fully panelled in Memel
pine and containing a marble fireplace dating from
about 1700, has two windows on the W. and a third
on the E., the last apparently a renewal of an original
light which had been cut down to give entry to a
timber extension which has lately been removed. The
doorway in the S. gable is modern, while that at the
N.W. corner is old although not original. The
westernmost room, situated over the vaulted chamber
below and lit from the S., still shows traces at its
N.E. corner of the original W. newel-stair. It has
a marble fireplace dating from about 1700 and its
walls are panelled with Memel pine; the earlier
finishings, however, were of oak, as is shown by the
panelled door of a little aumbry that has lately been
discovered behind the panelling on one side of the
fireplace. None of the several doorways is original.
In the extension to the front were two compartments, both of which have been opened out to
accommodate the new staircase; the W. one formerly had a fireplace and a press in the gable, while
the E. one had Memel pine panelling of earlier type
than is found elsewhere in the building. Evidence
that the main block was raised in height after it had
been brought forwards is seen below the present
roof, where toes of the original rafters still remain in
position in the N. wall. Moreover, the crow-steps
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of the old W. gable can still be traced immediately
above an inserted fireplace.
The second floor is generally similar to the first,
save that it has one room more in the position
occupied below by the scale-stair. This room,
which is at a lower level than the rest, is lit from the
three-light window at the back and has a particularly
good ashlar fireplace formed in the alterations of
1570. Special reference, too, may be made to the
room at the S.W. corner of the main block. This
had a coved wooden ceiling, probably once painted
in patterns, and still shows traces of mural decoration
on its E. wall.
The contents of the museum include the following:
(I) The original inscribed panel from the Martyr's
Monument in Greyfriars' Churchyard (No. 7, 15),
which was executed in 1706 and removed from the
Monument in 1771. Within a foliated border runs
the inscription:
HALT, PASSENGER, TAKE HEED QT THOU DOST SEE
THIS TOMB DOTH SHEW FOR QT SOME MEN DID DIE
HERE LYES INTERR'D YE DUST OF THESE WHO STOOD
GAINST PERJURY RESISTING UNTO BLOOD
ADHERING TO THE COVENANT'S AND LAW'S
ESTABLISHING THE SAME WHICH WAS THE CAUSE:
THEIR LIVES WERE SACRIFIC'D UNTO THE LUST
OF PRELATIST'S ABJUR'D; THOUGH HERE THEIR DUST
LY'S MIXT WITH MURDERERS AND OTHER CREW
WHOM JUSTICE DID JUSTLY TO DEATH PURSUE
BUT AS FOR THIR IN THEM NO CAUSE WAS FOUND
WORTHY OF DEATH BUT ONLY THEY WERE FOUND
CONSTANT AND STEADFAST ZEALOUS WITTNESSING
FOR THE PREROGATIVES OF CHRIST ·THEIR KING
WHICH TRUTHS WERE SEAL'D BY FAMOUS GUTHRI'S
HEAD
AND ALL ALONG TO MASTER RANWICK'S BLOOD
THEY DID ENDURE THE WRATH OF ENEMIES
REPROACHES TORMENTS DEATHS AND INJURIES
BUT YET THEy'RE THESE WHO FROM SUCH TRO(U)BLS
CAME
AND NOW TRIUMPH IN GLORY WITH THE LAMB.
FROM MAY 27TH 1661 THAT THE NOBLE MARQUESS
OF ARGYLE SUFFERED TO THE 17TH OF FEBR. / 1688
THAT MR / JAMES RANWICK SUFFER'D, WERE EXECUTED
AT EDIN-/ BURGH ABOUT AN HUNDERED OF NOBLEMEN
GENTLMEN MINISTERS & OTHERS NOBLE MARTYRES
FOR / IESUS CHRIST THE MOST PART OF THEM LYS / HERE
/ THIS TOMB WAS ERECTED ANNO 1706.
(2) A mural tablet from the hall of the Tailors'
Incorporation in Easter Portsburgh, built in 1673.
The central panel is flanked by two Doric semishafts and is surmounted by a triangular pediment
bearing in the tympanum a cherub's head; in its
upper corners are two leaves, and below, a pair of
hands issue from clouds at each side and grasp a
wreath which encloses a pair of shears. Lower down
is a Bible, open at the initial verse of Psalm 133:
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BEHOLD HOW GOOD / A THING IT IS / AND HOW
BECOMING WEL /
TOGETHER SWCH AS / BRETHREN AR / IN WNITIE TO
DWEL.
(3) The traceried head of a two-light window from
Trinity College Church (No. 4).
(4) A late I6th- or early 17th-century windowframe from Bailie McMorran's house in Riddle's
Close (No. 18).
The upper part is glazed and
the lower shuttered; the transom is enriched with a
bold egg-and-dart ornament, and leafage surrounds
the whole.
(5) The facetted head and two octagonal steps of
a sundial which is said to have stood at Saughton
House.
(6) A basin 'or vat with an oval bowl, built up in
courses.
(7) An inscribed lintel from the entrance of ~he
circular stair-tower of the Templar Lands 3 whIch
had been taken to Grange House (No. 195) and
was removed here in 1936. This has a central shield
bearing a merchant's mark, on either side of which
runs the motto: HE YT THOLIS OVERCVMMIS.
(8) Another lintel brought from Grange House
(No. 195), but coming originally from Old Bank
Close. It bears the inscription IN THE IS AL MY
TRAIST 1569.
(9) A panel from the old College of Edinbu~gh
bearing the arms, supporters, and motto of the CIty.
(10) A door lintel from Warriston's Close, bearing
at the dexter corner a merchant's mark on a shield,
and below two sets of initials, M T C and H H for
Master (afterwards Sir) Thomas Craig and Helen
Heriot (cf. No. 7, Mon. 23.), followed by the
inscription [NA]MQVE ERIT ILLE MIHI SEMPER DEVS"
(" For He will always be my God ") 1583.
(I I) A lintel from a circular stair-tower bearing a
small shield in the centre exhibiting a merchant's
mark.
(12) An armorial panel from Crai~'s Close, bearing
the date 1569 at the top and a shield charged: A
cross between two cinquefoils in chief and two
pelicans in piety at base.
(13) A door lintel, apparently from Cant's C!ose,
with a central shield displaying a barrel, on eIther
side of which runs the inscription AL MY TRIST IS IS
IN YE LORD. The date 1804 is incised above, and
the inscription, which is carved in 17th-~entury
characters, may perhaps have been re-cut In that
year.
(14) A fragment of a late 16th-century lintel on
which is carved the word [S]VPORT.
,IS) A fragment of another lintel, bearing the
initials I G above the date 1635 and between a star
and a wheat-sheaf.
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(16) Several moulded door-rybats and cornicemoulds of the 16th and 17th centuries; three
scrolled skew-puts dating from the end of the 17th
century; and a stone basin of uncertain period.
(17) The lower part of a quern found in 1933 2 ft.
below the front wall of Number I Craig's Close.
It is circular on plan and bears in one place a human
mask, the mouth of which forms the outlet for the
meal.
(18) The four original panels from the front ot
Huntly House (see above).
(19) A tailor's candlestick of stone, found in Castle
Street. It is. in the form of a pedestal, one side of
which displays a pair of shears while the others
bear respectively a tailor's goose, a man naked but
for a loin-cloth, and the initials G F above the date
1685.* On the upper surface a cup, encircled by
four holes, has been hollowed out.
(20) A sculptured panel evidently coming from
some building belonging to an incorporation of
cordiners, perhaps that of Wester Portsburgh. t The
border is moulded and the date 1636 is incised in
the upper corners. Between the dates is a wreath
containing a crown above a cordiner's knife. Beneath
the wreath is a strap-worked cartouche, with a small
cherub's head in the centre of the upper margin.
On the cartouche is an inscription: BY THE BLESSING
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(21) The tops of two triangular pediments bearing
respectively the initials RH and I H, one surmounted
by a thistle-shaped finial and the other by a
fleur-de-lys.
(22) An armorial panel from Cant's Close.
The shield, surmounted by helm and mantling
is parted per pale and charged: Dexter, a bend
between a sun and moon in chief and a mullet in
base; sinister, two barrulets between nine martlets
(3, 3, 3)· Flanking the shield are two sets of initials
M I K for Master John Cant and KC for his wife
Katherine Creich. The date 1613 appears below.
1 O.E.C., xiv, pp. 1-5 and xx, pp. 78 f.
2 Ibid.,
xiv, p. 3. 3 Ibid., xiv, pp. 64, 68. 4 Virgil, Eel.,
i, 7.

105. The Tolbooth, 163 Canongate.-This
interesting survival of a type of municipal architecture
which came into use in the latter part of the 16th
century, and was once fairly common in Scotland,
stands on the N. side of the street almost opposite
Huntly House (No. 104) and immediately W. of the
Church (No. 89). It was built in 1591 and follows
conventional lines, as it contains a hall, which served
the dual purpose of Council Room and Courthouse,
raised upon an undercroft, and a tower which
projects at the W. end to accommodate the bellchamber.t The tower has a handsome front of
ashlar, graced at the wall-head ' with turrets or
" rounds" corbelled out from the S. angles on either
side of a clock which projects from the wall face on
brackets; the clock itself is modern and replaces an
" orlech " or " knock," dating from the 17th century,
which was upheld at an annual cost of 16 pounds
Scots'! Both the turrets and the bell-chamber are
pierced with" shot-holes," which seem to be intended
for ornament rather than for use; and they are
covered with pointed roofs which are now slated
but were originally laid with oak shingles. A vaulted
pend in the base of the tower gives access to Tolbooth
Wynd, which lies behind, and this was continued
northwards without vaulting when later tenements
came to be erected against the back of the building.
Over the entry is a panel bearing the inscription
S.L.B. / PATRIAE / ET POSTERIS 1591 set between an
index hand and three conventional flowers which
occupy the corners, the initials being those of Sir
Lewis Bellenden, superior of the Burgh. The crest
of the Burgh, a stag's head erased with a cross
between the tines, appears upon a shield carved upon
the lintel of a window immediately above. The
tower contains four storeys above the pend, the upper
three of which are gained from a newel-stair on the
E.; and this, as well as the first floor, is entered from
a forestair rising against the front of the main block
within the re-entrant angle. The windows, where
unaltered, have a bold quirked edge-roll.
The front of the main block, which is also of
ashlar throughout, was extensively restored in 1879.
Its original aspect is shown in Gordon's pictorial
map of 1647; and from this it appears that the
forestair originally extended at right angles to the
main block, which had three storeys, the principal
storey or first floor being defined by a string-course.
The lowest floor is lit by four windows and had two
entrances; the floor above had five windows, the
easternmost being an oriel; while the attic is lit by
four dormer windows with triangular pediments.

• No less than five tailors having the initials G F are on
record as having been married during the 17th centuryGeorge Fairlie (1627, 1654, 1663), George Ferrie (1620),
George Freir (1650), George Fimmertoun (1669), George
Ferrier (1696).
t Within living memory this panel formed part of a

tympanum on an outbuilding of Lochrin House, which
stood at the corner of Gilmore Place and Home Street .
The outbuilding dated from the early 17th century.
(O .E .C ., xviii, pp. 179-80.)
t By Act of Parliament every burgh was required to
possess a bell-house and bell.

OF THE UPRIGHT THE CITIE IS EXALTED. PROV. XI, I I
AS GOD OVR FAITHFVL PANES HATH BLISSED
AND PUBLIC STORE IS INCREASED
SO DO WE TO THE POORES SVPPLIE
AND FOR ADVANCING POLICIE
THIS BVILDING DEDICAT AND PRAY
GODS GRACE THIS TO[V]N MAY BLESSE ALWAY
THE BLESSING [OF THE] LORD IT [MAK]ETH / [RICH AND
HE ADDETH NO SORROW WITH IT] PROV. [X. 22]
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The dormers have now been replaced, but the wallhead is set out on a corbelling of separate members
which, like the present string-course a storey below,
seems to be quite modern. The first-floor windows,
including the oriel, still exist, but all have been
considerably altered. Between the two in the
middle appears an original moulded framework
enclosing a modern panel, which bears the arms
and motto of the Burgh with the date II28, the year
in which the Burgh was erected. The framework is
surmounted by a contemporary pediment with
thistle-shaped finials at the apex and sides; this
exhibits a crown at the top and an inscription below
reading I(ACOBUS) R(EX) 6 followed by the hexameter
line IVSTICIA ET / PIETAS VALIDE* / SVNT PRINCIPIS
ARCES (" Verily, Justice and Piety are the bulwarks
of a prince.") On the ground floor the two windows
at the W . end and the adjoining doorway are probably
original, but the window and archway at the E.
end are of more recent construction. The E. gable
was originally a mutual one and consequently
contains no openings. None of the openings in the
back wall is original. Apart from a vaulted cell at the S.W. corner, the
ground floor has been entirely modernised. A
cellar, entirely subterranean, underlies the W. end
and is lit only by a small, grated window at the
level of the street. The forestair gives access to a
little lobby on the first floor, from which the newelstair and Council Room are both entered. The
entrance-doorway of the stair bears an index hand
and the legend ESTO FIDUS (" Be faithful ") on the
lintel. The door itself is nail-studded and furnished
with a wrought-iron risp and scutcheon plate. The
first and attic floors of the main block have been
thrown into one apartment, which has been modernised. The rooms in the tower are also modernised,
with the exception of the bell-chamber.
BELLs.- The bell-chamber contains two bells.
The larger one, measuring 3 ft. 71 in. in diameter
at the skirt and 2 ft. la in. in height, was recast in
18.p. The smaller one, 23 in. in diameter at the
skirt and 20 in. in height, bears the inscription IAN
BVRGERHVYSt MME FECIT SOLI DEO GLORIA (" Jan
Burgerhuys made me. Glory to God alone "), 1608.
1 Acts of the Baillies of the Canongate, 1652-77.
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the building is L-shaped, the main block running
E. and W., and the wing, which contains the newelstair, encroaching upon the pavement at the W. end.
The two lower floors have been altered and provided
with a modern wooden shop-front. The floor
above has two windows, probably original, with
rounded arrises, as well as a third and smaller window
which seems to have been struck out at a later time.
The attic floor is
lit by two dormers with triangular pediments,
the apex finials
taking the shapes
respectively of a
crescent and a
thistle. From the
beginning
each
~ floor has been a
g separate flat. The
!l main block is
~ divided longitu.... dinally by a stone
;: partition, and today the inner
division is subdivided into two
rooms.
Apart
from a plain 17thcentury fireplace
10
5
0
10 FEET
on the top floor,
+I~II~I+I~II~I+I~II~-----+I
the interior is
FIG. 334 .-Numbers 167 -1 69
quite commonCanongate (No . 106).
place.

106. 167-169 Canongate.-The rubble-built
tenement of three storeys and an attic that
abuts on the W. side of the Tolbooth has an interesting front, of 17th-century date, which seems to be
recognisable in Gordon's sketch of 1647. On plan

107. Moray House, 174 Canongate.-About
the time of Charles 1's accession, Mary, Dowager
Countess of Home and a daughter of Lord Dudley,
built an elegant residence on the S. side of the
Canongate, and laid out extensive gardens and
orchards in the open ground behind. There is some
doubt as to the year in which she began building,
as two writers give it as 1618 and a third as "before
1633," while none of them cites authority for his
statement. The place at any rate became the
property of her elder daughter, Margaret, Countess
of Moray, in 1643, and thenceforth became identified
with the Moray family in whose possession it
remained until 1845. Cromwell lived here in 1648
on his first visit to Edinburgh. Two years later it
was again the family home, when the eldest daughter,
Lady Mary Stuart, was married to Archibald, later
9th Earl of ArgylLt But after defeating Leslie at

• This word may be intended for VALIDAE, in which
case the motto would mean " Justice and Piety are the
strong bulwarks of a prince."
t On the Burgerhuys foundry see p. 268.

t For the tradition of the confrontation of the wedding
party with the captive Montrose, as he passed up the
Canongate to the Tolbooth of Edinburgh, see Napier,
Memoirs of the Marquis of Montrose, ii, pp. 778 f.
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Dunbar in September, 1650, Cromwell returned to
winter in Moray House, and here his levees were
held. The gardens at this time were said to be
"of such elegance and cultivated with so much
care as to vie with those of warmer countries and
Scarcely
perhaps even of England itself.
anyone would believe it possible to give so much
beauty to a garden in this frigid clime." Half a
century later, when occupied by the Earl of Seafield,
the ' place once more became a stage for political
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FIG. 335.-Moray House (No. 107), from plans prepared by
Messrs. Frank Wood, F.R.LA.S . and C. B. Boog-Watson.

events. The Union of the Parliaments was being
hotly debated and the Articles drawn up by the
Commissioners for the consideration of both Parliaments had proved far from popular, with the result
that feeling ran high in Scotland; but the Duke of
Queensberry, Lord High Commissioner, and his
neighbour the Earl of Seafield, the Lord Chancellor,
both supported the proposal strongly, and their
mansions in the Canongate afforded opportunities for
informal parleys and negotiations. Tradition has it
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that the final arrangements were agreed to and the
Articles signed in the secluded garden-pavilion of
Moray House, which is still extant; but in point of
fact the Articles were signed at Whitehall. In 1845
the property passed into the possession of the
North British Railway Company and in the following
year it was sold to the Free Church of Scotland;
three years later it became a Normal School after
the buildings had been altered for the purpose.
Once more greatly extended, they are to-day the
Edinburgh Provincial Training College and Demonstration School; classrooms have arisen on the
S. of the old house and of its earlier additions, and
the terraced gardens and orchards are no more.
The historic parts of the fabric face the Canongate.
Built of rubble with dressings of ashlar throughout,
they include a block running N. and S. and presenting a gable to the street; from one side of this
gable a second and longer block extends eastwards,
parallel to the street, while the entrance gateway
with its moulded piers, topped by bold pointed
finials linked together by a bow of wrought iron, is
attached to the other side and abuts on a gatehouse
to the W. Both blocks are represented in Gordon
of Rothiemay's sketch of 1647 along with two
others which completed a quadrangle, but the latter
have now been replaced (p. 176); the frontage
shown by Gordon, however, and confirmed by
Edgar's two maps of 1742 and 1765, is almost 50 ft.
longer than the present one, a modern tenement
having replaced its E. end. On the evidence of
their architectural detail both the surviving blocks
can be referred to the 17th century, although there
is some reason to suppose that they were not built
simultaneously. The date of the W. block is not
in serious doubt, since it bears Lady's Home's
initials and ensigns armorial, and if she built on a
virgin site it would seem to follow that the E. block
was added subsequently as is, indeed, suggested by
the masonry. But a charter of 1653 specifies the
"lands and tenements back and foir
as
lately re-edified, cunstructed and builded by the
said deceist Marie, Countess Dowager of Home, in
ane great ludging with gardens," etc., which seems
to imply that some earlier building was incorporated.
The analysis usually given makes Lady Home's
house L-shaped on plan, the W. block beside the
entrance gateway being the main block and the half
of the E. block nearer to it the wing; but if this
analysis is correct the wing must have been rebuilt
concurrently with the rest of the E. block, as the
two parts are homogeneous. An L-shaped house,
moreover, has its staircase in or near the re-entrant
angle, for the sake of convenience, but here the
original stair projects from the W. wall. It is true
that, up to 1845, the wing had a separate staircase
attached to its S.E. corner, but that arrangement is
almost certainly later than Lady Home's time.
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In the 18th century a third block, running parallel
to the frontage, was attached to the S.E. corner of
the one running N. and S., in much the same
position as one of the two that had been removed.
This third block is marked on Edgar's maps as a
shorter structure than the present one, yet the
fabric of the latter shows no signs of extension.
Similarly, and at about the same time, the demolished
E. side of the quadrangle was replaced by a short
wing. Most of the open space enclosed by the
four blocks has now been built upon.
As it stood until the first part of the 19th century,
the front of the E. block included a central pend at
street level, flanked by small windows. The first
and second floors were both lit by seven tall windows
which rose from moulded string-courses at the
levels of their sills, while three storm-windows lit
an attic above. To-day the street level has risen
and all the lowest openings have been built up.
On the first floor two additional windows have been
introduced and five of the original lights have had
their sills dropped, the string-course being lowered
beneath them. On the second floor also two
additional windows have been struck out. With
the removal of the attic the storm-windows disappeared. The only obvious alteration upon the
gable of Lady Home's house has been the building
up of two small windows on the ground floor. At
the level of the first floor the original balcony still
projects on its nine massive corbels, carved and
scrolled on the outer sides, but the balustrade with
which it was once enclosed has been replaced by a
modern iron railing. The three tall windows above,
the central one of which has a low sill in order to
give access to the balcony, have moulded margins
and cornices, and are surmounted by strap-worked
pediments. The easternmost pediment exhibits a
sadly-wasted oval shield, surmounted by a coronet
and apparently charged with a heart; its margin
seems to bear traces of a motto. The westernmost
pediment is even more dilapidated and any heraldic
device that it may have borne is wholly obliterated.
The central pediment, however, is in better case
and includes the lozenge-shaped shield of the
Countess, parted per pale and charged on both sides:
A lion rampant, for Home and Dudley. The gable
is finished with a tabling.
The lower two of the three floors of this W. block
have been thrown into one, an alteration most
clearly seen on the W., where the lowest openings
can still be detected although they have been built up.
The W. elevation is distinguished mainly by an
unusually spacious central stair-tower, built with
rough corners and enriched with a single stringcourse, which is said to have contained the original
entrance to the house itself. On either side of the
projection two graceful chimney-stalks rise above the
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eaves, their upper parts dividing and standing
diagonally upon the rectangular base.
These
served as patterns when the stalks of the E. block
were rebuilt in the 19th century, and they have
themselves been renewed. The two pedimented
windows at each end of the first floor of the main
block are original, but a third window has been
struck out beside the tower comparatively recently.
The windows below, like the present entrance on
the S. of the stair-tower, are modern. The S. gable
shows a built-up doorway at ground level, and above
this, on what was originally the first but is now the
lowest floor, is a central moulded window. On the
floor above is a group of three large windows, the
one in the centre having a low sill for easy access
to a balcony' which has long since been removed.
This central light has a semicircular pediment
containing a monogram of the initials M H surmounted by a coronet, but the pediments of the
side lights are triangular and unadorned. In the
apex of the gable there is a small window intended
to ventilate the roof-space, and the gable itself
finishes in a tabling with a fleur-de-lys for finial.
The 18th-century addition running to the E. is a
plain oblong rubble-built block of three storeys, all
lit principally from tiers of five windows facing S.
In examining the interior of Moray House one
must bear in mind that the two lower floors
have been thrown into one,' while the attic floor
of the E. block has likewise been combined with
the one below it. On the present ground-floor of
the W . block there are two rooms, the one first
entered, which occupies the S. end, being the shorter.
This seems always to have been a separate apartment,
and on account of the thickness of its E. wall, which
is sufficiently massive to contain a kitchen fireplace,
it is considered to have been the original kitchen.
Although no such fireplace is now visible, a chimneystalk which is otherwise unaccounted for rises above
the wall outside, while the absence of the fireplace
may be explained by the breaking out of a modern
doorway at the place that it would naturally have
occupied. The doorway contains the Heriot arms
in its pediment. The neighbouring room to the N.,
which was almost certainly subdivided originally, is
quite modern as it now stands. The present entrance
to the stair on the W. side has been screened off
and the original entrance has been built up; two
doorways flank a modern fireplace on the E. and
admit to a square room at the nearer end of the
E. block which is wholly modern in arrangement but
is enclosed by old walls. At this level the remainder
of the E. block now contains a single large room,
the S. or back wall of which has been reconstDlcted.
The modern cellar below part of this room is at the
old ground-floor level.
As the original stair is a turnpike and therefore
too inconvenient for present-day use, access to
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the upper floor is now obtained by a modern
scale-stair within an addition standing in what was
originally the quadrangle. There have always been
two rooms on this upper floor of the W. block, but
the fact that the partition between them does not
rest on the one beneath it is enough to indicate
that the present arrangement is not the initial one.
On the other hand, as the dimensions of neither
room have changed since the 17th century, as is
shown by the fact that both ceilings are intact
(infra),. we probably have here Lady Moray's
reception-rooms. Each has an entrance from the
old stairca~e, the stair-head of which is unusually
handsome; there is a moulded balustrade on the
landing, supporting a central column from which
springs a bowl-shaped ceiling ' ornamented with
moulded ribs and modelled enrichments, the whole
being reminiscent on a small scale of the earlier
vaulted stair-heads, such as that of Christ Church,
Oxford. The square S. apartment, known as the
Cromwell Room, is lit by three windows facing S. ;
originally it had a fourth window facing W. The
white marble fireplace in the W. wall dates only
from the 18th century, while the panelling on all
four walls, in which allegorical paintings are inset,
may be as late as the beginning of the 19th. The
modelled plaster ceiling, however, like that of the
adjoining room, can be dated, by comparative
evidence, to the first half of the 17th century.
Domical in form, it rises from a modern dentilated
cornice to a circular bowl, each of the compartments
formed by its four ribs bearing an arabesque of
enrichments in relief comprising such motifs as
lions, griffins, human masks, a figure with a baton,
scrolls, thistles and fleurs-de-lys.
The room to the N., now called the Balcony
Room, has three windows to the N. and two to the W.
Between the latter is a white and black marble
fireplace of the 18th century, but the finishings
generally are still more recent. The enriched
plaster ceiling, which rises from a heavy modern
cornice supported on consoles, is domical in form
like that of the Cromwell Room, but it is more
elaborately treated and also differs from the other in
having five moulded pendants. The motifs of
enrichment include cherubs, fleurs-de-lys, terminal
figures, vases of fruit, figures each holding a baton,
lions and griffins rampant, scrolls, bunches of fruit,
and thistles. The E. block has been reconstructed
at this level and retains no features of any interest.
THE GATEHOUSE.
The outer end of the singlestoreyed gatehouse may be as old as the 17th
century, but it has been remodelled and modernised.
THE PAVILION. The Pavilion or summer-house,
the traditional scene of the signing of the Treaty of
Union, stands against the E. boundary-wall near the
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S. end of the property. Built of rubble and covered
with a pantiled roof, it is oblong on plan and has
recently been restored. The entrance is centred
in the front between two windows, and there is a
single window in each of the sides. All these
openings are round-arched and their margins are
rusticated, as are the quoins. Over each of the
two W. corners rises a gorged lion-sejant supporting
a shield; the N.W. shield is surmounted by a
coronet and exhibits a monogram of the initials
M H. The enriched plaster ceiling inside is quite
modern.
Cf. C. B. Boog Wal:6on, Alexander Cowan of
Moray House, etc.; Chambers' Journal, 21st Jan.
1837, p. 415; Wilson, Memorials, i, pp. 95, 108 and
ii, p. 74; Cast. & Dom. Arch., ii, pp. 529 f.

108. Bible Land, 187-197 Canongate.-This
large L~shaped double-tenement, built by the
Incorporation of Cordiners in 1677, has an interesting
front of rubble with ashlar dressings. The fa<;ade
is divided by the common stair which is capped
with an ogival roof above the wall-head. Both parts
contain five storeys above the cellarage, but the
original arrangement of the street floor survives
only just W. of the stair as modern shops have
been intruded at either end. The stair entrance is
adorned with a mural tablet; from the moulded
cornice twisted pilasters rise on either side of a
scrolled cartouche and support a triangular pediment
bearing in the tympanum a cherub's head. On the
cartouche is represented a shoemaker's roundingknife, surmounted by a crown and flanked by two
cherub's heads and the date 1677. An open scroll
below is inscribed with the opening words of the
Scottish metrical version of the 133rd Psalm:
BEHOLD HOW GOOD A THING IT IS
AND HOW BECOMING WELL
TOGETHER SUCH AS BRETHREN ARE
IN UNITY TO DWELL

followed in smaller letters by a text from the Book
of Proverbs (xx, 3) [IT IS AN] HONOUR FOR [A MAN]
TO CEASE FROM STRIFE. In the E. half of the front
the upper windows are grouped in pairs and threes,
except in the attic where there is a single light in
each of the two gabled projections that rise above
the wall-head. Neither of these gablets is crowstepped and the skews of the W. one are curved;
but another single gab let rises from the back wall
and this is crow-stepped. In the W. half of the
front the windows are arranged in pairs, except
on the top floor where there are two single lights;
these may originally have been in gablets and in
any case they seem to have been enlarged. At the
date of visit the property had been condemned and
was closed; consequently no examination of the
interior could be made.
S
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109. St. John's Close, 188 Canongate, with
186 and 190 Canongate.-This narrow cul-de-sac
on the S. side of the Canongate takes its name
from St. John's Cross (infra) which stood in the
middle of the street a little farther W. At the head
of the Close and shutting it off from the street are
two gabled tenements of the 18th century-the E.
one, now Number 186 Canongate, and the W.
one, Number 190. The first has four storeys, the
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FIG . 352 .-St. John's Close (No. 109).

owest entered from the street and the upper ones
reached from a semi-octagonal stair-tower within
the Close. On the street front the two lowest
storeys have been combined and modernised, but
the second floor has a tier of five windows while
the third has two lights in the upper part of the
gable. The gable has moulded skews and supports
a central chimney-stalk. The picturesque backelevation is gabled, but the lower part is hidden
by modern extensions. The upper floors, which
are unoccupied, are inaccessible.
The other tenement, Number 190, which
contains the entry to St. John's Close beneath its
E. end, is a building of the 17th century remodelled
in the 18th. Its front, recently reconditioned, is
four storeys and an attic in height, and projects
sufficiently far in front of the adjoining property
on the W.*' to give space for one side-window on
each floor. On the W. of the entry a modern doorway
stands between two reconstructed windows. The
first and second floors both have two pairs of windows
with back-set margins, while the third floor has
only two single windows, rising within the upper
part of the gable and balanced by two blind lights
higher up. The gable, which has moulded skews
• A projection 9 ft. within the entry to the Close marks
the original frontage-line.
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and is surmounfed by a central chimney-stalk,
rises from a moulded eaves-course; its quoins are
back-set, and the W. corner of the lower part is
similarly defined. The lowest storey was originally
entered from the passage leading to the Close,
and those above were reached from an internal
newel-stair at the back, itself approached from the
Close. The stair entrance is chamfered and its
lintel bears an almost illegible inscription I[N YE
LOR]n [IS] ONL[Y] / MY SV[PPOR]T followed by a
small uncarved panel. Internally the two lowest
floors are part of Number 194 Canongate, and are used
as store-rooms, while the floors above are unoccupied.
In the arrangement of the second floor the stair
admits to a small lobby having on each side
of it a room lit from the back; these in turn
open into two larger rooms facing the sheet.
On the third floor the lobby extends across the
building and has two rooms on each side. Both
arrangements are typical of the 18th century, but
the rooms themselves are wholly devoid of interest.
The 17th-century property extending from Number
190 along the W. side of the Close now belongs
to Lodge Canongate Kilwinning, and has been so
extensively altered that the only interesting feature
still visible is a fireplace in the largest of the firstfloor rooms. This fireplace, although reconstructed
to some extent, is mainly of the 17th century;
its lintel, supported by corbels at each end, has a
quirked edge-roll, above which a sunk panel contains
the inscription, probably recut, THE MORW NE
SORW BE HEIR, followed by a heart and enclosed at
each end by a rose. Beside the fireplace hangs the
grotesque metal spout of one of the 17th-century
draw-wells of the High Street.
At right angles to this oblong range is the Lodge
built by the Craft in the second quarter of the
18th century and more recently extended on three
sides. The ground floor has been entirely reconstructed, but · the chapel on the floor above has
survived practically untouched.
Wilson states l that St. John's Cross marked" the
ancient eastern boundary of the capital." This is
to be explained by the fact that on the S. side of
the main street the burgh of Edinburgh extended
beyond the enclosing wallt as far as the position
of the Cross, but that the N. side was included
in the burgh of Canongate. There is a tradition
that when Royalty came up from Holyrood the
provost, magistrates and council of Edinburgh
stationed themselves on the S. side of the street
over against the Cross, while the bailies of the
Canongate stood on the N. side.
1

Memorials, ii, p. 68.

t That is to say below St. Mary's Street, which was
formerly known as St. Mary's Wynd.
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110. 194-198 Canongate and Old Playhouse
Close.-In the 17th century this tenement, through
the centre of which runs the entry to Old Playhouse
Close, must have been one of the most dignified
buildings in the burgh, and if relieved of its modern
accretions it would even to-day possess a certain
quiet distinction. Its front of three storeys and an
attic, which faces the Canongate. is unusually well
proportioned, but on the ground floor modern shops
have been intruded on each side of the archway
through which the Close is entered. The first
floor has five windows, with modern architraves and
cornices, rising from a plain sill-course which may
be modern also. The second floor has five semidormers with plain, triangular pediments, the
finials of which, respectively in the form of a cinquefoil, a rose, a thistle, a fleur-de-lys and a star, all
appear to have been renewed. The attic is lit by
five storm-windows of wo.od, rising within the slated
roof which still abuts on crow-steps on the E.
At the back projects the semicircular stair-tower
from which the upper floors were reached. The
stair entrance is moulded, and the lintel bears a
central, scrolled cartouche between two sets of
initials, A I and I S, possibly for Alexander Inglis
and Isobel Smyth, who were married in 1624. The
cartouche is inscribed IEHOVA DEDIT / HOSPITIUM
TERRIS CAELlCA REGNA DAB IT / ANNO ••• (" Jehovah
gave a dwelling-place on earth and will give a
kingdom in heaven. In the year . . . "), the date
being erased. The wall-head on either side of the
stair-tower supports a semi-dormer.
The W.
dormer lacks its pediment and the fleur-de-lys
finial of the other one has been renewed. The
roof above is partly slated and partly pantiled.
A square wing of two storeys and an attic, dormered
to E. and W., extends along the W. side of the Close.
The general similarity of its masonry to that of the
front building shows that the two are contemporary,
and suggests that the former was originally, as now,
part of the latter. The two lowest storeys of both
wing and front building have been modernised,
but the lowest room of the wing, at present a storeroom, was formerly a living-room of some distinction.
On the second floor the staircase gave access to a
lobby from which four rooms opened. The two
front rooms have early 18th-century panelling and
the E. one of them has a small closet at its N.E. corner.

[CANONGATE

stair entrance the lower part of the adjoining side-wall
is recessed below an encorbellment. Although the
entrance doorway is moulded like that of the front
building, the fabric as a whole seems to be rather
later in date. There is nothing of interest within.
Playhouse Close takes its name from the theatre
that was established here in 1747 but has long since
been removed. The Canongate was at one time a
centre of entertainments.;; Thus in 1659 Nicoll's
Diary speaks of " ane heigh great beast, callit ane
Drummodary, quhilk being keipit clos in the
Cannongate, nane haid a sight of it without thrie
pence the persone, quhilk producit much gayne to
the keipar . . . Thair wes brocht in with it ane
liytill baboun, faced like into a naip" (an ape);
while the tennis-court that stood behind the
buildings of Abbey Strand was commonly used for
theatrical displays.

111. 201-203 Canongate .-Although it has a
later appearance than the Bible Land on the E.,
this rubble-built tenement of a cellarage, four
storeys and an attic is actually the older building
of the two, if only by a few years. It has, however,
been remodelled to some extent. Thus in the
original arrangement the upper storeys seem to have
been entered from the back, where a stair tower,
considerably repaired, projects from the N. wall;
but at some later time a narrow passage has been
screened off within the western of the two shops
that occupied the ground floor, for the purpose of
giving direct access to the stair from the street.
From the first floor upwards the central part of the
front carries flues, on each side of which the windows
are grouped in pairs. In the centre of the front,
between the first-floor windows, is an empty panelspace. The chimney-stalk above and the roof have
both been renewed. At the wall-head runs a heavy
gutter of stone. On each of the upper floors there
are or have been four apartments, many of which
still retain 18th-century wall-panelling, while some
have simple fireplaces of the same period. The
lowest door on the stair has a massive wrought-iron
scutcheon-plate.

A second building, No. 2 Playhouse Close, oblong
on plan and three storeys in height, extends S. and
in alinement with the wing described above.
Towards the Close it has an angular projection
containing the staircase, and to make room for the

112. Shoemakers' Land, 213-217 Canongate.-This property once included a doubletenement, through the centre of which, at ground
level, ran a passage giving access from the Canongate,
on which it fronted, to Shoemakers' Close.
In
the court formed by the Close stood the Hall of the
Incorporation of Cordiners, erected in 1682. In 172 5
the brethren reconstructed the front buildings,
leaving the lower part of the passage walls untouched.

• Edinburgh too had its simple pleasures. On loth July
1598 a tight-rope walker perfonned on a rope fastened
between the weather-cock of St. Giles' Church and a

stair-tower in a neighbouring close, recelvmg twenty
pounds Scots from the Crown as a gratuity. (The Diary of
Robert Birrel, p. 47, in Fragments of Scottish History, 1798).
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In time the Hall disappeared; the surviving fragments of other contemporary buildings standing on
the site were reconstructed; and finally, in 1882,
the E. half of the tenement facing the street was
taken down and rebuilt. The surviving W. half of
the front tenement, containing in all five storeys,
a cellarage and an attic, is built of rubble with back-set
and chamfered ashlar dressings, but the wall-head
and the cornice are both modern. At the E. end
is the entrance to a newel-stair which was originally
common to both halves of the tenement but which
now serves the W. half only. The entrance to the Close
adjoins this stair and the remainder of the street
floor is occupied by two shops. The four upper
floors have each five large windows facing the
street, and also, beside the W. gable, a narrow
light which served a closet. Since the stair is a
turnpike its windows are not in alinement with the
others . A panel, removed from the demolished
part of the front, has been inserted into the centre
of the portion that survives between the windows of
the first and second floors. This panel is carved
with a niche in shallow'relief and is dated 1725 in the
spandrels; in the arch-head is a cordiner's roundingknife surmounted by a crown, and below runs the
inscription
BLESSED IS HE / THAT WISELY DO/ TH
THE POOR MAN'S / CASE CONSIDER /
172 5.

The Close still retains some interesting features,
survivals of late 16th- or early 17th-century buildings.
For example, the N . end of the W. wall is set out
on chequered corbelling to carry the masonry
above it, the corner opposite is chamfered for easier
passage, and corbelling for the newel-stair projects
near the S. end of the E. wall. The existing stair
is partly that of the earlier building although its
outer side dates only from the 18th century;
contrary to the usual practice, it turns from right
to left. Each floor of the surviving tenement was
a separate flat, apparently of four rooms in the
first instance. Several of the rooms still retain
their wall-panelling, but with two exceptions the
fireplaces are of later date than this.

113. 236-244 Canon~ate.-The large rubblebuilt tenement of four storeys and an attic that
faces the Canongate from the head of Chessel's
Court dates from about 1765, and it has all the appearance of a building of that time. The plan is T -shaped,
having a rectangular gabled wing projecting from
the centre of a rectangular main block into the
court behind, the access to which is a wide, covered
passage running through the centre of the building.
The upper floors are reached from a scale-and-platt
staircase within the S.W. corner of the wing, which
is entered off the passage. In the front, rising
above the eaves, is' a central gab let, typical of the
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period. On either side of the passage are two
modern shops.
The first and second floors are principally lit by
tiers of six lofty windows, with back-set margins,
which overlook the street; the third floor has an
equal number of shorter windows, the pair in the
centre having arched heads; and the attic is lighted
by two windows in the gab let as well as by two
storm-windows. The lofty gable of the wing
behind has three windows on every floor except the
lowest, where the back of the passage is flanked
on one side by a window and on the other by the '
entrance to a cellar situated beneath the stair. The
gable has two handsomely carved urns as finials,
like a rather later tenement in Horse Wynd (No. 118).
Inside the h0use there has been little or no n~con
struction. Each floor was a separate fiat of six
rooms entered from a central lobby, while the
attic probably housed the servants of all the families.
Several of the public rooms still show traces of the
original finishings, most of them having moulded and
enriched fireplaces surmounted by lugged panels.
In two rooms the enrichment is in the French
Regency style, and in a third there is a deep recess
for a sideboard flanked by Ionic pilasters and
enriched on the frieze with Regency scroll-work.

114. Chessel's Buildin~s, 6-14 Chessel's
Court, 240 Canon~ate.-No essay on the trend of
domestic architecture in the capital would be complete
without some reference to this spacious tenement,
which stands at the back of Chessel's Court. Dating
from about 1748, it is not only the best preserved
but also the finest example of the " mansion flats"
that were once so common in the Old Town.
Originally built to accommodate persons of standing,

FIG. 353.-Chessel's Buildings, 240 Canongate (No. II4)·

with the passage of time it has dropped in the social
scale; by 1769 it had become the Excise Office,
and to-day one part is devoted to a kindergarten,
while the remainder is partly occupied by workingclass tenants.
180
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In the first instance this building comprised an
oblong main block of three storeys, an attic and a
cellarage, the major axis lying E. and W.; a lane
ran past the E. gable to the South Back of the
Canongate. At either end of this primary building
there are additions. Edgar's map of 1765 shows the
extension on the E. but omits that on the W., yet
the latter seems to be the earlier of the two. This
W. addition is a wing equal in height to the main
block and extending N. in alinement with the
W. gable; from its E. side there projects a semioctagonal stair-tower. In the E. extension the
main block was continued towards the E., while
from the junction a second wing containing an
extra storey was set out parallel to the W. wing;
this has a tall semi-circular stair-tower projecting
from its E. wall, where the ground level is lowest.
The original main block contained one set of flats,
while the W. wing and the E. extension each housed
another, all three being separated by solid walls.
The lane was left as a passage, but its upper end
was now reached by descending a short flight of
steps and passing below the extension.
The masonry is of rubble throughout with back-set
dressings, and the elevations as a whole are full of
character. The principal entrance is through a
rusticated archway in the centre of the front,
approached by a flight of steps. The windows
immediately above, which light the staircase of the
main block, are round-arched, in contrast to the
others which are all lintelled. Above the eaves rises
a central gab let containing two small windows in
addition to an arched light, but apart from these the
attic floor is lit from storm windows. The wings
necessarily have separate entrances; these are
situated within the opposite re-entrant angles, that
on the W. being plain while that on the E., which
is reached by a short flight of steps, has a moulded
doorway with a lugged architrave, bellied frieze and
a triangular cornice. The E. extension has two
additional entrances, both unadorned, which are
situated respectively in the stair-tower and in the
E. wall. The three doorways serve different parts
of the extension. The other elevations need not
be described in detail.
The accommodation is arranged in a straightforward and convenient manner, but it need not
be described in detail. Attention may, however,
be drawn to the finish of the principal apartments.
By the date at which the house was built the tradition
of the wood-panelled room was waning, " all-over"
wall-papers had not yet come into common use, and
stucco, so readily manipulated to the exuberant
fancy of the designer, had become fashionable
although the detail generally lacked the refinement
that characterised similar work in France. Doors
and fireplaces were singled out for special treatment
and their positions were carefully considered. The
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prevailing treatment for a living-room was now a
low dado surmounted by simply-moulded rails and
styles of pine enclosing a plaster panel, sometimes
painted but more often covered with silk damask.
The fireplace usually had a marble slip, enclosed
by an enriched margin and surmounted by a bellied
frieze which was often carved with a garland of
bay-leaves, and a moulded and enriched cornice.
Over this came a panel, either painted with a romantic
landscape or decorated with a trophy in relief, the
latter executed in stucco; its moulded margin was
usually lugged and heavily enriched. Small mirrors
might be similarly set, in permanent frames, on
the side walls to serve as decorations and to remedy
any deficiency of light. The cornices were of plaster,
the more ornate examples having enriched modillions.
On the principal or ground floor of the main block
is a suite of five rooms decorated in this manner.
Above two of the fireplaces are panels with stucco
ornament, while two others, and perhaps a third, are
surmounted by romantic landscapes. The first floor
has a suite of seven rooms, all panelled but slightly
later in style than those below. The central room
facing S. has boldly-modelled swags of fruit above
four of its six doors, while the panel above the
mantelpiece contains a similar swag and the broken
pediment above it a basket of flowers. The mantelpiece itself is carved. In the adjoining room to the
W. there was once a landscape painted on the panel
above the fireplace. The four rooms facing N.
have been turned into kitchens and bathrooms.
Three rooms on the floor above have been finished
in a simpler fashion. Above the fireplaces of two of
them were landscape panels, one of which is still
to be seen, while the third room exhibits a Regency
scroll-work instead. · Since the rooms of the W.
wing are smaller than those of the main block, their
decoration has been planned on a correspondingly
smaller scale. Four rooms still show the original
treatment, three of them having stucco enrichment
but none having landscape panels. In the extension,
however, the scale of the main block has been
preserved, and the south-eastern room on the first
floor, which contains an elaborate fireplace with a
trophy above it, is particularly handsome. In two
rooms on the third floor the fireplaces were formerly
surmounted by landscape panels.
115. 248 Canongate and Pirrie's Close.This tenement had recently been condemned and was
closed at the date of visit. Built about the middle
of the 18th century, it closely resembles its neighbour
on the E. (No. II3); but it has a narrower frontage
and differs further in having an additional storey,
although the height from ground to wall-head is
much the same in both cases. In both, too, the
plan comprises a main block facing the street and a
central wing behind; beneath the E. end of the
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former runs the entry to Pirrie's Close. The masonry
is rubble with back-set dressings. The street floor
contains a modern shop on the W. of the close-entry.
Each of the four floors immediately above has three
windows facing the street, while the attic floor is
lighted by two windows in a central gab let which
rises above the eaves.
On the W. side of the Close are three rubble-built
tenements which overlook Gibb's Close behind.
The one that is attached to the front building is
distinguished by having a Venetian window at
either end of its four main storeys, and was probably
erected late in the r8th century; its four-storeyed
neighbour on the S., however, which is oblong on
plan but for a semi-octagonal stair-bay projecting
to the E., may be earlier, and may date from the
third or fourth decade of the same century. Some
of the rooms inside show traces of a late type of
wall-panelling. The southernmost of the three
tenements (No. 4 Chessel's Court) is contemporary
with the last. Oblong on plan, it contains three
storeys and an attic.. As the ground falls from
W. to E. a short flight of steps leads up to the
entrance, which is in the centre of the E. side; it
has a moulded architrave and is flanked by two
windows. The first floor has three windows,
centred above the ground-floor openings; but on
the second floor there are four lights and in the
attic two, the latter being set in a central gablet.
The entrance opens on a square vestibule, in which
rises a geometric stair with twisted banisters of
mahogany.
On every floor there were originally two principal
rooms running from back to front, but to-day
m ost of these are subdivided. Both rooms on the
first floor, as well as the S. rooms immediately
above and below, have enriched mantelpieces;
these are surmounted by panels, framed in moulded
and enriched margins of pine, which formerly
bore landscapes in oil. The walls had stiles and
rails of pine, framing plaster panels, and some of
the plaster cornices are enriched. Although the
accommodation is now split up into small dwellings
it was originally designed for at most two families.
116. 254-262 Canongate.-At the date of visit,
this large, oblong, rubble-built tenement of five
storeys, which faces the street and contains beneath
its E. end the entry to Gibb's Close, had lately been
condemned, and was closed up. A moulded doorway in the centre of the front, which bears the
date r700 cut on the lintel, gives access to the
stair by which the upper floors are reached. Between
the close-entry and this door are two small shops,
while a single large shop occupies the W. end of
the street floor. Each of the floors above has eight
windows, with back-set and chamfered margins,

[CANONGATE

overlooking the street, every tier being flanked by
two small closet-windows, while two small windows,
set one above the other and similar to the last,
light a narrow cellar beside the close-entry.

117. 273-277 Canongate and adjoining
properties. *-This antique-looking, gabled tenement, which contains the entry to Morocco Close
beneath its E. end, is known as Morocco Land on
account of the half-length effigy of a Moor that adorns
the front. Round the house have grown some curious
legends, which agree only in connecting the building
with the later plague-years of the r7th century.
The most romantic of them, as given by Wilson, l is
to the effect that Andrew Gray, a younger son of
the Master of Gray, took an active parts in the riots
that occurred ten years after the accession of Charles I.
He was arrested as the ringleader and condemned
to death, but escaped to sea. In the year r645,
when the city lay stricken with the pestilence and
scarcely sixty able men were left to guard it in the
event of an attack, a vessel, pronounced by experienced seamen to be a Sallee rover, was seen to enter
the Firth and cast anchor in Leith Roads. From this
ship a detachm ent landed and threatened to sack
the city; a ransom offered by the magistrates was
declined, but the Lord Provost, Sir John Smith
of Grothill, went in person to make an amended
proposal and this was ultimately accepted, with the
proviso that his son should also be handed over.
It so happened, however, that the Lord Provost's
only child was a daughter, who then lay sick with
plague, of which her cousin Egidia, daughter of Sir
William Gray, had just died. On learning this the
leader of the Moors announced that he possessed a
specific remedy, demanded that the patient be entrusted to his care, and offered to free the city
without ransom if he failed to effect a cure. The
girl was accordingly carried to the Moor's lodgings,
which were in a house at the head of the Canongate
and just outside the walls of the city. Here she duly
recovered. Her physician then revealed himself as
Andrew Gray, the former fugitive, who had been
sold into slavery by pirates but had won the favour
of the Emperor of Morocco, and had ultimately
attained both rank and wealth. Desiring to avenge
himself upon the civic heads for the wrongs done
him, he had returned to his native town after vowing
to re-enter it only with sword in hand; but recognising the Provost as his uncle and the sick girl as
his cousin, he eventually married the latter and set
up house in the tenement in which her cure had been
performed. Although all thought of revenge was
henceforth abandoned, Gray kept the letter of his
vow until his death and steadfastly refused to pass
the threshold of the city.

• These buildings came under demolition while the
following description was in the press.
The effigy

r82

of the Moor has been preserved by the Corporation.
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On the face of it this story is clearly fanciful, as
Wilson admits, but the persons mentioned in it
undoubtedly existed. Patrick, 6th Lord Gray, fell
into disgrace, was banished in 1587, and was succeeded by Andrew, the Master of Gray, in 1612.
Sir John Smith, of Grothill and King's Cramond,
was Lord Provost in 1645, and his sister Egidia had
married the merchant prince Sir William Gray of
Pittendrum in 1620.
Their eldest son William
married Anne, daughter of Andrew, 7th Lord Gray,
in 1637 and became Master of Gray, while Andrew,
the fifth of their eighteen children, who was no
rioter but, an eminent and popular divine, married
Rachael Baillie of Jerviswood and died in 1656.2
Giles (Egidia) Smith, Lady Gray, died in September
1686 and was buried beside the S. door of Greyfriars
Church. 3 The Grays of Pittendrum and their kin
can be eliminated as they were gentlefolk and unlikely to be concerned in rioting. Moreover, there
is no mention of the Sallee rover in the City records.
But the effigy of the Moor, which is a piece of mid17th century work, supports a car touche bearing a
shield charged with a saltire, once cantoned with two
garbs in the flanks and another in base, for Smith;
while in 1653 the property was bought by Thomas
Gray, merchant, for the sum of 1215 pounds Scots,
so that a Smith-Gray connection is not only possible
but probable. Moreover, Morocco Close has always
gone under this name and is singular in having no
alias; "Morrocco's Land," further, is on record in
a charter of 20th May, 1710.
As it now stands, however, Morocco Land resembles a building of the early 18th century rather
than one of the 17th; but it may have been heightened only, and not built in its entirety, at this later
period, seeing that when it was first described it had
only three storeys in addition to a garret whereas it
now has five. Built of rubble throughout, it is
rectangular on plan with a newel-stair at the back
giving access to the upper floors, on each of which
there are three rooms. At one stage of its existence
the first floor could also be gained from a forestair
which emerged at the S.W. corner, at the point where
a modern doorway now appears. The lower part of
this corner was originally recessed beneath an
encorbellment, a device usual in the 17th century,
and there is some reason to suppose that an internal
turret-stair may have risen directly above.
A modern shop occupies the street floor. Each of
the upper storeys has four windows, with back-set
and chamfered margins, facing towards the S., those
of the fourth floor and attic being narrower than the
others. The effigy mentioned above is housed
within a roughly-formed niche at the W. end of the
front, between the first and second floors; it wears
a turban and is adorned with ear-rings, armlets,
bracelets, and a necklet. The interior of the building
is uninteresting except for a corbelled fireplace,
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probably of the 17th century, in the back room of the
second floor. The inscription mentioned by Monteith 4 has disappeared.
Reference may also be made here to two neighbouring properties. Although No. 277 Canongate
has been almost entirely rebuilt, the lower part of
the back wall facing Morocco Close dates from the
17th century. To the same period may be assigned
a two-storeyed range extending N. from Rae's Close
on the W.
1 Mem9rials, ii, p. 60.
2 Scots Peerage, iv, p. 288.
3 Reg. of Interments, Greyfriars, 1658-1700, S.R.S.,
p. 599. 4 Further Collection, 1713, p. 248.
118. 8 Horse Wynd.-From its appearance
alone this tall tenement of five storeys, which stands
near the N. end of the W. side of Horse Wynd, might
be ascribed to about the third quarter of the 18th
century; and this inference is supported by its
omission from Edgar's map of 1765 and its inclusion
in Ainslie's map of 1780. The tenement consists of
a commodious, oblong main block running N. and
S., from which a central rectangular stair-tower
projects towards the street. The stair-tower is
entered directly from the street, on the S., through a
plain, modern doorway; but the original entrance,
which faces N., has a delicately-moulded architrave,
a bellied frieze and a moulded cornice. The tower
terminates in a moulded cornice and a triangular
raking-pediment, the latter surmounted by urnshaped finials at both ends and at the apex. Apart
from these features the building is very plain, being
built of rubble with back-set quoins and margins.
It contained in the first instance a series of betterclass flats, but these have been subdivided and nothing
of special interest now remains in the interior. The
outside has been marred by the addition of iron
balconies, and several windows have been enlarged
to form doorways entering from these.

(iv) THE BURGH: MISCELLANEOUS
119. Burgh Cross, Canongate.-In 1888 the
octagonal shaft of the Burgh Cross, which originally
stood in the middle of the street, was provided with a
new base, capital and cross-head, and was erected on
the W. side of the entrance to the Parish Church
(No. 89).

120. Carved Stone, 106 Canongate.-Over
the entrance to the passage of this recently rebuilt
property has been inserted a lintel, which was discovered in a staircase during the demolition of the
buildings of Bull's Close. In the centre is a shield
charged: A chevron between a mullet and hunting
horn in chief, a rose in base: a bordure. This is
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probably a version of the Wilson arms, which are:
A chevron between three mullets, a crescent for
difference. On either side of the shield runs the
motto [A]VXILIVM / A DN[O] with the translation
below MY HELP IS OF YE LORD followed by the date
1586 and two sets of initials, I V and H F or H O.

(v) THE BURGH: SITES
(Notes on some vanished buildings contributed
by Mr. C. A. Malcolm, M.A., Ph.D.)

121. Hospital of St. Thomas, Watergate.According to Maitland,l who had evidently had access
to the charter, this hospital was founded in 1541 by
George Crichton, Bishop of Dunkeld and previously
Abbot of Holyrood, for the maintenance of two
chaplains and seven poor folIc In 1582 its patronage
fell to the Crow~ through the forfeiture of Robert
Crichton, another bishop of the same see. In 1617
the Privy Council decreed 2 that the" auld chappell "
was to be repaired before the king's visit to Holyrood,
as it was " decayit" and formed an eyesore in the
close vicinity of the palace.
1 History, pp. 154 f.
2 R.P.C., xi, pp. 40 f.
122. Hospital of St. Paul, Leith Wynd.-The
medireval hospital of St. Paul stood on the E. side of
Leith W ynd. It was founded by Archibald Crawford, Abbot of Holyrood, in 1469, when he dedicated
it to "St. Paul the Apostle and Doctor."l After
the battle of Dunbar in 1650 it was used, first by
Leslie and then by Cromwell, as a hospital for sick
and wounded soldiers. It retained its pauper
inmates until 1750, when it was sold and the paupers
were transferred to the new Charity Workhouse,
built in 1730. During the 17th and 18th centuries
it also served as an almshouse, a house of correction,
a training-school for children, and a textile factory.
1 Calendar of Papal Registers, xii, p. 761.

THE NEW TOWN AND
INNER SUBURBS
(i) ECCLESIASTICAL

123. St.
Andrew's
Church,
George
Street.-As mentioned on p.188, Craig, in planning
the New Town, proposed to end the E. vista
of George Street in St. Andrew's Church,
which was to stand in the centre of the E. side of
St. Andrew Square.
That site, however, was
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pre-empted by Sir Laurence Dundas in 1772 (cf.
No. 127); accordingly when the church came to
be huilt by "Major Fraser of the Engineers"l it was
placed on a site on the N. side of George Street
midway between St. David Street and Hanover
Street. Although 1785 is given in most works of
reference as the year in which it was built, it is
represented on Ainslie's map of 1780, with the
Physicians' Hall directly opposite on the site now
occupied by the Commercial Bank of Scotland.
Standing in a small court set back from the street,
the church consists of an elliptical body behind a
portico, the latter ' surmounted by a graceful tower
and spire in the manner of James Gibbs, the Aberdonian architect who practised so successfully south
of the Border during the first half of the 18th ceI)tury.
The portico, of polished ashlar, is tetra,style with
Composite columns supporting a triangular pediment
with an oculus in the tympanum. At the back of the
portico is a tall central doorway with a curvilinear
pediment surmounted by a window. Both openings
are flanked by blind windows, framed within pilasters
in antis to the columns, the lower ones having triangular pediments. The tower, also of polished
ashlar, is in three storeys, and changes plan at each
level, the lowest part being rectangular, the central
one octagonal, the uppermost one circular. The
two upper tiers are ordered, Doric below and Ionic
above. The bell chamber contains a chime of eight
bells provided in 1789. The graceful spire, which
rises to a height of 168 ft., is said to be an addition.
Apparently a competition was held for its design
and this was won by a Mr. McLeish, who was
rewarded with the freedom of the City and a premium
of sixty guineas. Mr. McLeish's design was carried
out, with some alterations, by Major Fraser in 1787.
In contrast to the portico and tower the body of
the church, which rests on an undercroft, is very
plain and is carried out in droved ashlar. The
principal axis runs E. and W. At either end is a
lofty doorway with a triangular pediment. There
are two tiers of plain windows, those of the lower
tier having segmental heads and those of the upper
semicircular ones. The roof is slated. The portico
opens into a vestibule, which gives direct access into
the church and has at each side a stair leading to the
gallery. The interior was remodelled in 1862. On
the N. is the pulpit, which originally had stairs at
each side. Opposite this is the gallery sweeping
round from N.W. to N.E. The plaster ceiling is
enriched in a late version of the Adam style.
1 Transactions
of the Edinburgh Architectural
Association, ii, p. 220.

124. St. George's Church, Charlotte
Square.-In order to close in the George Street
vista, Craig, in his plan for the New Town, reserved
the central site on the W. side of Charlotte Square for
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a church. The first design for the building was
prepared by Robert Adam, but this was rejected on the
score of expense in favour of another and more
monumental one by Robert Reid, which was carried
out between 181 I and 1814 at a cost of £33,000. Most
of this sum was spent on the fa~ade and its
superstructure, the body of the church behind being
comparatively small and plain. Both designs are
illustrated in the Scots Magazine and Edinburgh
Literary Miscellany of I April, 1814.
On plan the building resembles a Greek cross
standing on a step, the cross accommodating the
church proper and the step its portico. The masonry
is all of freestone from Craigleith quarry. The
portico is constructed of polished ashlar. Massive in
form and bold in detail, it contrasts with the lighter
architecture of the neighbouring houses which Adam
designed, Reid having evidently set his scale by the
Square as a whole and not by anyone of its constituents. The portico has a pier on either side
flanking a lofty colonnade of four Ionic columns set
on a podium of eight shallow steps, and the whole is
surmounted by a continuous cornice and plain
frieze, the latter bearing a panel above either pier.
Above the cornice there are pediments with fluted
panels over the piers and a balustrade over the
colonnade. Behind the balustrade rises a tower of
droved ashlar, the lower part of which is square and
bears a panel while the upper part is circular and
constructed in two stages, the first enriched with
Corinthian columns, the second a drum. From the
cornice of this drum rises a coffered dome of copper
supporting a small, gilt" temple," also domed and
bearing a cross at the apex, about IS0 ft. from the
ground. The piers of the portico return on the
sides of the building. Apart from these returns
both sides and the back of the building are of droved
ashlar, with an almost entire absence of moulding.
Within the portico are three doorways, the one in
the centre very lofty, with a graceful fanlight in its
semicircular head. At either end of the porch is a
niche. These doors give admission to a pillared
entrance-hall which has a staircase at each end and
three doorways on the W. The central doorway,
reconstituted as a memorial to parishioners who fell
in the war of 1914-1918, opens directly into the
central aisle of the church, while those on each side
admit to vestibules from which respectively the N.
and S. cross-aisles are entered. As has already been
said, the body of the church is shaped like a Greek
cross, and at the intersection of the limbs of the
cross there are sturdy piers spanned by segmental,
coffered arches and supporting a flat, coffered dome
with a circular light in the centre. This roundel,
supplemented by three-light windows in the N., S.
and E. arms, lights the interior. There are galleries
in the N., S. and E. arms, while most of the W. arm
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IS occupied by the pulpit, Communion table and
organ. The whole area is seated. Most of the
finishings seem to be modern, but the doors that
admit to the body of the church are probably
original.

125. St. Cuthbert's Church.-In all probability the church of St. Cuthbert at Edinburgh was
founded by Malcolm Canmore and Queen Margaret,l
but it first appears in history in a charter granted by
their son, David I, in or about the year II27. z,
Nothing remains of the medireval fabric. Of a
reconstruction undertaken in 1774 there survives
only the west tower, the design of which has been
attributed to an architect named Weir, who is conjectured to have been a pupil of the elder Adam. 3
When Arnot wrote 4 the tower had been carried n()
higher than the roof of the church and the graceful
spire that surmounts it may be assigned to the year
1789, since that date is carved below each
of the four clock-faces at its base. Beneath the
pediment on the W. face of the tower is a tabular
sundial bearing the date 1774 and the motto VIVITE
FUGIO (" Live ye, I fly."). The tower is built of
rubble with polished ashlar dressings, but on the W.
face scabbled ashlars take the place of the rubble
infilling of the sides. The spire is of polished
ashlar throughout.
CHURCHYARD MEMORIALS.-The following memorials are attached either to the church or to its
outbuildings.

(I) The Nisbet vault. On acquiring the estate of
Dean the Nisbet family, which had formerly buried
at Greyfriars, claimed to be the principal heritors of
the West Kirk or St. Cuthbert's. Having no ground
there, William Nisbet, second laird of Dean, petitioned the heritors and kirk-session in 1645 for a
burial place, and was assigned an area of five ells by
three beside the N. door of the church. In 1691
Henry Nisbet, second son and successor to Sir
Patrick Nisbet of Dean, obtained a grant of this
ground on which he proposed to erect a burial vault
with stones quarried in the churchyard itself, agreeing
to pay a gratuity of £39 10S. od. for the privilege.
The vault that he built still exists on the N. side
of the church, at the foot of a steep flight of straight
steps. The entrance is a simply-moulded archway
with projecting keystone and impost-blocks. Above
the cornice is a weatherworn monogram probably of
the initials of H(enry) N(isbet) and his first wife
C(hristian) R(iddell), enclosed at the top by a skull
and thigh-bone and at the sides by scrolled cartouches. The dexter cartouche is charged: A
chevron, between three boars' heads erased, ensigned with the saltire and lion rampant of the
baronets of Nova Scotia, for Nisbet. The sinister
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cartouche is charged: A chevron between three ears
<>f rye, slipped and bladed, for Riddell. On a panel
above the skull is incised the inscription: HENRICUS

LNEW TOWN

(3) A tablet commemorating the Rev. Robert Pont,
which has been removed to the vestibule of the
church from a burial enclosure, bears the following
epitaph:

NISBET, A DEAN IUNIOR, / FAMAM PLURIS QUAM OPES, /
VIRTUTEM PLURIS QUAM FAMAM HABENS, / TERRENA
DESPICIENS, CAELESTIA SPIRANS; / LETHI MEMOR;
ANASTASIN EXPECTANS; / VIVUS IPSE VIDEN(S)QUE; /
HOC SIB I SUISQ(UE)
MONUMENTUM SEPULCHRALE
CONSTRUXIT, / ANNO DOMINI MDCXCIl /

ILLE EGO ROBERT(VS) PONTA/ N(VS) IN HOC PROPE
SACRO /
CHRISTI QVI FVERAM PASTOR / GREGIS AVSPICE
. CHRISTO /
AETERNAE HIC RECVBANS EX/PECTO RESVRGERE VITAE

AEQUA LEGE, VOCANT REGEM CUM PAUPERE FATA;
CUNCTA FLUUNT, VIRTUS UNICA FIXA MANET,
HUIC ERGO DONES VITAM, SUPER ASTRA VEHENDUS,
MORTIS ET ADDISCAS JURA SEVERA PATI.

(" I am that Robert Pont who was shepherd of
Christ's flock in the adjacent church. I lie here in the
sure hope that wi't h Christ's blessing I shall rise again
to life everlasting ") followed by OBIIT DIE [OCTAVO]

(" Henry Nisbet, younger, of Dean, setting fame
above wealth and virtue above fame, despising
earthly things and hoping for heavenly joys, remembering death, waiting for resurrection, while
still himself alive and open-eyed, set up this sepulchral monument for himself and his family in the
year of our Lord 1692.
The Fates summOR king and beggar impartially,
All things are fleeting, virtue alone stands fast,
Therefore, if you would rise beyond the stars,
devote your life to virtue
And school yourself to bear the stern dispensation
of death").
An elaborately-carved armorial panel is built into
the wall of the church immediately above the vault.
It displays a scrolled cartouche supported on the
dexter side by a savage, wreathed round the middle
and the head and holding a baton, and on the
sinister by a greyhound, and is surmounted by helm,
mantling and wreath, with a boar passant for crest.
Over all is a weatherworn label inscribed [I BYDE] IT.
It is charged for Nisbet as above and seems to have
been flanked by Henry Nisbet's initials set in the
two top corners of the panel. The initials S(ir)
H(enry) N(isbet), and those of his first wife
C(hristian) R(iddell), are repeated in monogram
above; the date 1692 also appears in two places, in
the one case carved in raised figures and in the other
incised. 5
(2) A small square panel inscribed RELIGIONI ET /
POSTERIS IN / MINISTERIO S (" Sacred to religion and
to my successors in the ministry ") R P G A* 1594,

8 MEN/ SIS MAIl ANNO D(OMINI) 1608 / AET[ATIS] 81

(" He died .on the eighth day of May, in the year of
our Lord 1608, aged 81 ").
In the churchyard itself are a number of memorials
erected from the years immediately before and after
the Union, up to the present day. Those earlier
than 1707 are enumerated here. t .
(I) A headstone with a scrolled top, which has
been incorporated in a later memorial. It bears the
initials R F on both sides of the pediment and the
following inscription on a cartouche on the front:
" HERE LYES JOHN FINLAY / MARCHANT BURGESS IN /
EDINBURGH WHO DEPARjTED THIS LIFE UPON THE /
8TH DAY OF NOVEMBER 1699 / HIS AGE 26 YEARS." A

much worn cartouche on the obverse bears lines which
were read as follows by Maitland :6
" 0 DEATH! 0 GRAVE! WHY SO SEVERE?
EV'N YOUTH MUST SEE THY LOOK AUSTERE.
THIS YOUNG MAN DID BY LIVING DIE,
BY DEATH HE LIVES ETERNALLIE."
The verses are followed by the date 1699.

(2) A mural monument in a burial enclosure,
having a shaped base enriched with funerary emblems,
an architectural framework with side-scrolls, and a
curved pediment enclosing in the tympanum a
cartouche with an elaborate monogram of the
initials D R J F. Between the composite shafts,
which rise on either side, is an arched panel enriched
with cherub's heads in the spandrels and bearing an
inscription, now partly illegible, which Maitland
read as follows: "TO THE LASTING MEMORY OF

and with the initials M and M S S incised upon its
lower margin, is built into the N.E. corner of St
Cuthbert's Church Hall.

DAVID RENNY, PORTIONER AND BREWER, SOMETIME
BAILLIE OF PORTSBURGH, WHO . DEPARTED THIS LIFE
25TH APRIL 1705 IN THE 54TH YEAR OF HIS AGE. HE
LEFT BEHIND HIM 12 CHILDREN BROUGHT FORTH TO

• The initials R P strongly suggest Robert Pont, who
A further connection
with Pont is provided by the facts that this stone's original
position was , according to Monteith (An Theater of
Mortality, p . 76), "on the South-west Corner of the
principal Mans belonging to the Minister there," and
that Pont built a manse for St . Cuthbert's in 1593 . (Sime,
History of the Church and Parish of St. Cuthbert, pp. 32f.)

G A M and M S S cannot, however, be explained as
applying to any of his three wives, his colleagues , or his
successors, and the meaning of all the letters consequently
remains uncertain.
t A complete catalogue has already been published by
the Scottish Record Society (The Monumental Inscriptions
in St. Cuthbert's Churchyard, Edinburgh, 2 vols ., compiled
by John Smith.)

is commemorated on s tone No. 3.
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HIM BY JANE FERGUSON, HIS SPOUSE, WHO ERECTS
AND DEDICATES THIS MONUMENT FOR THE USE OF
THEMSELVES AND THEIR POSTERT.TY I COR. XV. v. 55 57.
BY HIM WHOSE CONQUESTS THRO' THE WORLD ARE
KNOWN,
I TO MY FIRST ORIGINAL AM THROWN.
MY EARTH LIES HERE, MY BETTER PART'S ABOVE,
AND LIVES, SO I, NOT DEATH, THE CONQU'ROR PROVE :
YET LET THE STINGLESS KING OF TERRORS BOAST,
OF WHAT HE'S WON, AND WHAT HE THINKS I LOST,
HE THAT'S ALMIGHTY, AND FOR EVER TRUE,
ENGAG'D THIS DUST SHOULD RISE AND CONQUER TOO,
WHAT I POSSESS SECURES ME WHAT'S TO COME.
MY CLAY SHALL BE REFINED, THEN SENT FOR HOME."

(3) A table tombstone ornamented with the
emblems of mortality and bearing at the foot a
monogram, apparently of the initials of Andrew
Biggar and Jean Livingston, with two inscriptions.
The lower of these is illegible, but the upper reads
HEAR L YES ALEXANDER / BIGGAR, BREWER IN CAIRN
HElD [GAIRNSHALL ?] WHO / DEPARTED THIS LYFE THE /
THIRTEENTH DAY OF MARCH /
1704, HIS AGE 41
YEARS.

(4) Three recumbent slabs bearing inscriptions
which are now wholly illegible. The emblems of
mortality depicted upon them suggest a date at the
beginning of the 18th century.
1 Hannay, St. Cuthbert's Kirk and its Saint, p. I I.
Lawrie, Early Scottish Charters, p. 59. 3 Transactions of the Edinburgh Architectural Association, ii,
p. 220. 4 History, p. 277. 5 Cf. O.E.C., i, pp.
117-20. 6 History, p. 179.

~

126. SB and 7 York Place.-In 1792, one
year after the penal laws against Episcopalians
had been rescinded, J ames Adam designed St.
George's Episcopal Chapel, which has recently been
converted into the warehouse at No. 5B York Place.
Some of the original contract-drawings, signed and
dated by Adam and endorsed by the contra~tors, are
exhibited on the premises. This chapel and the
manse next door are of special interest as being the
only excursions into the "Gothick" style upon
which Adam ventured in Edinburgh, although in the
suburbs there is Braid House (No. 187) which has so
much in common with these buildings in York Place
as to suggest that he was responsible for it also . On
plan the body of the chapel was octagonal, rising to a
lantern, and all round it ran a low aisle, also octagonal,
which opened into the central area by an arcade
elaborately decorated in plaster. The altar stoGd in
the E. bay of the aisle. The other bays were divided
horizontally by galleries,* and from the W . gallery
the organ faced the altar. Below the chapel was a
vaulted cellarage, ingeniously planned in a fashion
recalling the undercroft of the " dome " at the
• From

1810

to

1826
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Register House (No. 129). This cellarage was
rented by a neighbouring firm of wine-merchants,
who fitted it up with stone bins or " catacombs," for
for the storage of their wines.
As the building stands to-day the cellarage remains unaltered. On the street floor the front has
been squared up in alinement with the central
entrance-porch. The interior of the chapel, apart
from the arcade and the lantern that it supports, has
been gutted and an upper floor has been introduced.
The tracery of the lantern windows has been replaced
by wooden frames.
In 1793 the Town feued the site of No. 7 York
Place to the Rev. Alexander Cleve, from whom it was
acquired some time before 1795 by Alexander Laing,
an Edinburgh architect, who retained the property
until 1818. Laing may have completed the house to
his own plans after the deaths of the Adam brothers,
which occurred respectively in 1793 and 1794, for
the interior is in no way characteristic of their work.
The entrance from the street opens into a vestibule
at the N.W. corner of the building. This leads into
a staircase, on the E. of which are the two original
rooms on this floor. On the S. is a third room
situated in a three-storeyed wing which has been
added to the back of the building. The room at the
N.E. corner was the dining-room, and contains on
the E. a fine carved mantelpiece of pine. The walls
have a moulded cornice and dado panelling. The
room at the S.E. corner has a moulded cornice, and
is lit from the S. by a window which has been enlarged to compensate for the loss of light entailed by
the addition of the wing. The mantelpiece on the
E. is modern and replaces a counterpart of the one in
the dining-room. The room in the extension is lit
from the E. by three windows; there are also two
blind windows in the S. gable and their embrasures
form cupboards. On the W. is a plain stone mantelpiece. The staircase contains a stone stair, with
plain cast-iron balusters and a mahogany rail, which
rises to the second floor. At the stair-foot is a press,
thought to have been originally an access to the
chapel but rather narrow for this purpose. The
basement, which has been considerably altered, seems
to have had three rooms in the original arrangement.
In the wing behind are three vaulted cellars facing
E. on an open area. There are four cellars below
the pavement of York Place which are entered off
the front area. On the first floor there are three
rooms in the original part of the house, two above
the front and back ro oms and the third over the
vestibule, while the wing accommodates a fourth
room at this level. On the second floor there are
four rooms, two in front and two at the back, while
the attic contains three others. None of the rooms
above the street floor is, however, of any special
interest.

Sir Waiter Scott rented a pew in the N. gallery.
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127. St. Andrew Square, with some representative houses.-In his plan for the New Town
(p. !xxiv) Craig designed this Square as the eastern
terminal of the scheme, proposing to place a church
in the middle of the E. side to close in the vista from
George Street. But Sir Laurence Dundas, proprietor of the ground on the E. side of the Town
property, in 1767 secured the feu of the church
stance and became the first feuar in the Square,
building his house between 1772 and 1777 upon his
original property and utilising the feu taken from the
Town as a forecourt. By this means he obtained
a prominent position for his house and secured the
advantage of the accesses that the Town was to make.
His was not the first house built in the Square,
however, since Andrew Crosbie of Holm, an advocate, had secured the feu on the N. side of the
church stance in 1768, and had forthwith put up the
house now known as Number 35 (p. 189). He thus
became the first resident \in this quarter. As Arnot 1
remarked on its completion, this house " answers as
a wing to Sir Laurence's house. It is to be hoped
that, when the magistrates dispose of the correspondent area on the south end they will take care to
preserve uniformity by making the house, to be
raised on it, be built after the design of Mr. Crosbie's."
With rare good sense the Town Council adopted this
suggestion, and laid down the condition that the
front wall and north gable-end of any building to be
erected upon the site of Number 36 should agree
outwardly with the corresponding parts of Number
35. Unfortunately they went no farther on the way
towards controlling the architecture of this quarter,
and the Square, like the earlier ones in Edinburgh,
had no appreciable degree of architectural unity. 2
Here, however, as elsewhere, the local regulations in
regard to structure and materials did result in a
certain uniformity. Moreover, the adoption of
Craig's plan, which assured a monumental character
for the New Town as a whole, had introduced a
further element of control since the frontages in this
scheme were precisely laid down, the height of
buildings and their distance from the street also
being regulated. As happened in London,3 once
frontages were standardised it became customary,
in order to take full advantage of the feus, to make
houses deeper than formerly in relation to the
width of frontage; by the formation of a wide
top-lit staircase in the body of the house an extra
room was obtained on each of the principal floors
in the position that the staircase had previously
occupied. Both types of plan are to be found in
• It is said that the top-lit staircase was first introduced
into Edinburgh by Robert Adam (] ournal of the Roy al
Institute of British Architects, I 2th June I939, p. 760).
Whether that is the case of not, Adam adopted the cupola
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this Square, e.g., Numbers 22 and 26*. But apart
from the town-plan, the utilitarian considerations
mentioned above and the canon of taste of the
time, there was no control over architectural amenitycontrol, that is, in the sense that individual houses
had to be built as units of a far;:ade. Yet most of the
buildings in the Square ran on orthodox lines, since
the majority of the feus were taken up by speculators,
who built a house, obtained a purchaser, and assigned
the feu to him; and here, as elsewhere,the speculator
played for safety and a quick return. Many of the
original buildings in this Square have been demolished
and entirely rebuilt, while those that survive have
been remodelled as offices. The latter stand for
the most part in two groups, the first on the E.
side of the -Square, the second on the N. side, and
the buildings of special interest in each of the groups
are described below.
EASTERN GRoup.-In the E. group the head
office of the Royal Bank of Scotland demands first
place. This building, which stands within a forecourt (supra) at the centre of the E. side of the
Square, was designed by Sir William Chambers of
Ripon, who was also responsible for Duddingston
House (No. 192). Built between 1772 and 1774
as the town house of Sir Laurence Dundas, Bart.,
of Kerse, it became in 1794-5 the principal office
of Excise in Scotland. In 1825 it was acquired by
the Bank, then proprietors of Number 35, the
adjoining property on the N., and has since been
extensively altered, notably from 1858 onwards.
Arnot, writing in 17784, describes it as " incomparably the handsomest town-house we ever saw,"
and it is certainly a scholarly, proportionate building,
although dwarfed to some extent by larger structures
which have since risen in its vicinity. As Arnot
saw it, the house stood detached and was oblong
on plan with the central parts of front and back
slightly advanced, the W. projection rectangular and
that to the E. circled. By 1804 an extension had
been connected to the S. side. In 1827 the dwarf
wall that had until then separated the forecourt
from the street was replaced by the existing fine
iron screen. A portico was added to the far;:ade
in the following year, followed a little later by an
extension from the N. side. The circled projection
on the E. was removed in 1858 to make way for the
existing telling-hall, and the same year saw the
start of an extensive remodelling of the interior
of the building.
The masonry is of polished ashlar, probably from
Ravelston, and does credit to William Jamieson,
the master mason, who was also employed on the
Register House (No. 129). The building is three
in designing Number 35, the first building in the Square
and the earliest house in the New Town with pretensions
to fine architecture _
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storeys high, and is unique among New Town
houses in having no basement or sunk floor. The
ground floor is defined externally by a zone of
channel-jointed masonry rising from a high, plain
plinth. The prominent part of the front is built
" palace-form," that is to say on the upper storeys
it is divided by composite pilasters supporting an
entablature and a triangular pediment. Between the
pilasters and below the uppermost windows runs a
band enriched with a fret. In the fa9ade there are
five openings on each floor, all carefully proportioned
to the solids and admirably placed. Those on the
ground floqr are subordinated to the rustication,
while the tall windows of the first floor have triangular
pediments and contrast with the square, simplymoulded windows above. The entablature is
delicately detailed and its frieze is enriched with a
graceful scroll-work. In the tympanum stand the
Royal Arms, evidently a relic from the time when
the building was Crown property as the third quarter
represents France.· Apart from the absence of
pilasters, main pediment and window pediments,
the treatment of the back and of both sides of the
building was identical with that of the front.
There has been so much internal alteration that
evidence for the original arrangement only remains
on the first or principal floor. On all three floors
parpend walls running from front to back divide
the building into three parts, and the central division
was again divided into three compartments, one
behind the other, to accommodate a central staircase.
But at some time before 1850 the staircase was
transferred to the outer compartment on the W.,
now the upper part of the entrance-hall of the
Bank, the stair rising in two parallel flights against
the E. wall and giving access to an upper hall formed
where the old staircase had been. In 1858 the
stair was moved again (infra). The original staircase
had communicated with a service stair on its S.
side and had given entry to two rooms, situated
respectively at the N.E. and N .W. corners of the
building, as well as to two others respectively on
its W. and E. sides, the E. room having a circled
end. Through the service staircase entry was
obtained to two small rooms situated respectively at
the S.E. and S.W. corners of the building, one or
other of which opened into a third room on the
S. side of this staircase. But when the original
main staircase was altered the service staircase was
also reconstructed, the room on its S. side being
removed; this allowed the rooms on its E. and W.
sides to be enlarged, and both of them were now
provided with circled ends. Of this arrangement
all that survives is the drawing-room, situated at the
N.E. corner. This is a noble room, measuring
about 35 ft. 6 in. from E. to W. by 21 ft. from
N. to S., with a height of 17 ft. The modelled
• France was officially omitted from the assembly in

1801.
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plaster ceiling is particularly good and is hardly
distinguishable from the contemporary ceilings in
houses designed by Robert Adam. The room has
three windows facing N. which, before York Place
was built, must have commanded the whole estuary
of the Forth, and originally there were two more
facing E., which had to be removed in the course of
extensions to the building. On the S. is a handsome
marble mantelpiece. The entrance, situated near
the S.W. corner, has a mahogany door, the delicatelycarved architrave and pediment being of pear wood.
The room on the S. of the drawing-room was curtailed
in 1858 to make way for the modern staircase.
The uppermost floor was converted many years
ago into a house for the agent of the Bank, but
some of the mantelpieces are doubtless original as
they bear the fret ornament so greatly favoured by
Chambers.
In the forecourt stands a monument erected in
1834 to the memory of Sir John Hope, fourth Earl
of Hopetoun, a hero of the Peninsular War who
died in 1823. He had served as a Governor of the
Bank during the last three years of his life. The
monument takes the form of a bronze equestrian
statue of the Earl by Thomas . Campbell, a local
sculptor. The inscriptions on the pedestal, in
Latin on the E. side and in English on the W.,
were composed by Sir Waiter Scott.
On the N . of the forecourt stands Number 35
St. Andrew Square. This house was built in 1768
by Andrew Crosbie of Holm, advocate, a partner
in the Douglas and Heron Bank at Ayr. A few
years after it had been completed the failure of
the Bank at Ayr forced Crosbie to dispose of his
house, and in 1781 he sold it at a sacrifice to John
Young, wright, a well-known speculator in property.
Young in turn sold it in 1785 to Sir James Colquhoun,
Bart., of Luss, who died there in 1805. In the
following year William Dumbreck purchased it for
his hotel business, which he carried on there until
1819, when he sold the property to the Royal Bank
of Scotland. In 1825, when the Bank removed to
its present quarters (supra), their architect, Archibald
Elliot, proposed that Number 35 should be pulled
down to make way for an arcade of shops to run
from St. Andrew Square to Elder Street on the E. ;
and when speculators declined to touch the scheme
the Bank proposed to carry it out itself. But
wiser councils prevailed and the building was
suffered to remain. It became an hotel once more
from 1830 until 1878, 5 during which time the
fabric is said to have been extended E. and remodelled internally (infra) .
As it now stands the building consists of a sunk
basement, two floors and an attic. Its front and
its exposed side are both built of ashlar; the original
back-wall is hidden by a later extension. There
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is an open area towards the street. The central
part of the front is advanced. On the basement
floor the masonry of the front is channel-jointed.
Above this rustication the front is divided by four
engaged Ionic shafts, flanked at each corner by a
pilaster. The order rises through two storeys and
supports an entablature with a moulded architrave,
a fluted frieze enriched with roundels over the
shafts and pilasters, and a moulded cornice. The
entablature is advanced over the shafts, these
' necessarily having greater projection than the
pilasters. Between it and the eaves there is an
attic storey, divided by piers with fluted capitals,
which terminate above the cornice and blocking
course in globular finials and urns. Neither the
windows nor the entrance are moulded. The S. or
exposed side of the building is less elaborate than
the front, having a uniform treatment of six
pilasters; none the less the entablature is advanced
over the four inner pilasters. The lowest part of
the masonry is concealed by the forecourt of the
Bank (p. 188), except at one place where a small
open area provides 1ight for the S. rooms on the
basement floor.
In the present arrangement the basement floor
forms a house for the office-keeper. On the street
floor a central entrance-hall runs from front to
back and gives access to the extension on the E.,
to two rooms situated at the S.E. and S.W. corners
of the original building, to a third at the N.W.
corner, which has recently been subdivided, and
to a handsome staircase which rises to the first floor
within the N.E. corner and is surmounted by a
cupola light. On the first floor the manager's room
extends from the N.W. corner and overrides the
outer end of the entrance hall. It communicates
with an outer room at the S.W. corner. From the
rooms at the S.E. corner a passage and lavatory
have been shut off. The landing at the stair-head
gives access to the extension. The upper floors
are now entered from Number 34 St. Andrew
This whole arrangement is manifestly
Square.
not the original one. The E. extension, the entrance
hall as it stands, and the staircase all seem to have
been planned in relation to one another, and are
more appropriate to a bank than to an hotel. And
that the Bank was responsible for the major alterations
is not only likely but probable, since the E. extension
does not appear on Ainslie's map of 1804 but is
shown on Lothian's map of 1825.
The collection of Robert Adam's drawings in the
Soane Museum, London, includes designs for "a
house in Edinburgh for Mr. Crosbie." While the
drawings themselves were not available for comparison
at the time of writing (1940), a printed description
of them 6 suggests that the designs apply to this
• His feu-charter was not granted by the Town until 1784.
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house; in all probability, therefore, Robert Adam
was the architect of Number 35.
On the S. side of the forecourt of the Bank stands
Number 36 St. Andrew Square. The restrictions
governing the architecture of the building to be
erected here (supra, p. 188) delayed the feuing of
the site. It was only in 1781, when the feu was
exposed to auction at the very low upset-price of
£120, less than half of the sum being paid by
neighbouring feuars, that it was eventually taken up ;
as the only bidders at this sale were the speculator
John Young, who had just purchased Number 34,
and a nominee Of his own, the property fell to him
at £125. Feeling that it would be difficult to dispose
of a single large house, Young decided to build
two houses. on the site; he began to build in. 1781,.
and he was then discovered not only to be departing
from the terms of his covenant but actually to be
encroaching upon the property of Sir Laurence
Dundas, his neighbour on the N. (p. 188). An
action followed in the Court of Session, but the
differences were ultimately adjusted and the work
was allowed to proceed. Young copied his pattern
to the best of his ability, but although identical
elements of design were similarly applied in both
buildings some subtle difference in proportion
makes Crosbie's house the more distinguished of
the two. Obvious differences are the provision of
two entrances from the street, situated respectively at
either end of the fas:ade, in place of a central doorway; and the reduction in the number of pilasters
upon the N. or exposed side to two, set at the corners
on a high, continuous plinth. Between the pilasters
only the upper member of the cornice returns and,
where the full entablature is employed above the E.
pilaster, it has an awkward return to the E. The
masonry of the N. side is droved ashlar; that of
the E. side is plastered and is probably of rubble.
Despite all his precautions Young apparently had
difficulty in disposing of his new building, having
to let it for use as an hotel. But in 1785 he managed
to sell it, without much profit if not actually at a
loss, to the eighth Earl of Dalhousie, whose Countess
received the " life-rent use" of it. As it happened
she outlived her husband by ten years, and at her
death in 1807 her son, the ninth Earl, sold it in
the same year to the present proprietors, the British
Linen Bank, making a profit of £2,687 10S. on his
father's outlay. The Disposition by this Earl to
the Bank describes the building as "the large
dwelling-house or lodging . . . consisting of a sunk
storey, three other storeys and garrets . . . with
the cellarage made under the pavement, with the
stables, coach house and other offices built to the
back thereof." It would thus appear that the building
had not, so far, been occupied as two houses. The
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Bank moved In In 1808; it had expressly undertaken the burden of maintaining the front and
N. side in statu quo. By 182S it had acquired
the three houses adjoining on the S. and had thrown
out a circled addition behind Numbers 36 and 37,
probably for a telling-hall. In 18{6 it "resolved
to remove the three houses facing the Square, south
of the Pillared house," and to erect a new tellingroom behind with suitable accommodation in front.'"
The new building was occupied on 29th May, 18SI.
It included a rectangular wing which may still be
seen extending from the S.E. corner of Number 36
where the circled projection of 182S had previously
been attached.
As the building now stands it communicates on
the S. with the new premises opened in 18SI, and
contains five rooms on each of the two principal
floors with one staircase at the S.W. corner and
another inside the N. gable. The basement contains
a kitchen, laundry, pantry, scullery and lavatory, as
well as two vaulted rooms in the S.E. extension,
each of which has a wine-cellar adjoining it. None
of the rooms is of special interest. The open area
and the cellarage mentioned in the Disposition of
1807 still exist, but the outbuildings at the back of
the house have been removed.
NORTHERN GRoup.-In contrast to the three
buildings just described, their neighbours on the
N. side of the Square lack unity. Number 21, the
easternmost building on this side, contained a
main door house on the street and basement
floors, as well as two flats above and a third to the
E. above the maindoor house numbered 22, all
three flats entering from a common stair. Both
Numbers 21 and 22 were erected by John Young,
wright, about 177S, although he did not obtain his
feu-charter until 1778, the year in which Henry
Brougham, who was to become Lord Chancellor
in 1830, was born in the upper .E. flat. The corresponding W. flat became, in 1780, the birthplace of
the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, whose
"onlie begetter," David Stewart Erskine, eleventh
Earl of Buchan, had owned and occupied the flat
since 1778, having as his neighbours, besides the
Broughams, Archibald Hope, secretary of the
Royal Bank of Scotland, and Mrs. Ann Forbes.
The side of Number 21 facing N. St. Andrew
Street is built of droved ashlar, while the front
facing the Square is of _polished ashlar up to the
street floor and of rubble above. Kirkwood's
engraving of 1819 indicates, however, that the
polished ashlar, the projecting Doric porch through
which the street floor is now entered, and the
moulded entablature defining the street floor are all
subsequent additions. When the engraving was
made a pedimented doorway at the S.E. corner
of the front was a common entrance to house and
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flats, and in the position of the existing porch there
was a window. Most of the existing windows
have moulded architraves but the remainder are
plain. To-day the S. part of the street floor and the
whole of the basement are occupied by an insurance
company, and its office, which is entered through
the porch, was reconstructed many years ago and
now contains nothing of architectural interest. The
single flat on the first floor and the double flat
above it, entered from a common stair at the S.E.
corner, now communicate directly with each other
by means of an internal stair. Each flat contains
six rooms, none of special interest although somt' of
the original fireplaces, of marble or of pine with
stucco enrichment, remain in position. The double
flat to the E., now in direct communication with the
main door house Number 22, has four rooms and a
kitchen on the lower floor and several small bedrooms
in the attic. The drawing room, situated at the
S.E. corner, is the principal apartment. Its walls
have dado panelling and an enriched cornice. Themantelpiece is of pine with stucco enrichment
enclosing a marble slip.
The front of Number 22 is of rubble rendered
in cement. The porch at the S.W. corner is modern.
but the entrance is original and is flanked by a
single window to the W. and by three to the E.
On each of the upper floors there is a tier of four
windows with moulded margins. The main door
house consisted of the three lower storeys, on each
of which a transverse partition divided the building
in two. In the N. division were three compartments,
the one in the middle devoted to the staircase, while
there were two compartments in the S. division.
There has been so much internal alteration that
nothing of special interest remains in this houseapart from the drawing-room mantelpiece, which is
of white marble and is similar to some at Number f>.
Charlotte Square.
According to Chambers 7, the adjoining houses
(Numbers 23 to 26) were built "in 1772 by the
joint purses of Sir John Whitefoord, Sir Robert
Murray and Gilbert Meason," and of the four
Numbers 2{ and 26 survive. In 177S Janet, Agnes
and Ann Keith were granted a feu-charter of
Number 2{. This was a self-contained house of
basement, three upper floors and an attic, and is·
now occupied as offices. The front is of rubblerendered in cement, the dressings being exposed,
and is sufficiently wide to accommodate five voids.
on each floor. The entrance lies within a shallow
Doric porch at the S.E. corner. The windows
have moulded architraves. On plan the house isdivided from N. to S. by a partition. The W. division
contained two compartments and the E. one three,
of which the one in the middle is the staircase.
The plan is therefore very similar to that of Number

• This and much of the previous information has been supplied by the Bank from its Minutes and Titles .
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22 if turned through a quarter of a circle, the staircase
here being in the body of the house and indirectly lit.
Except that the porch is central and that some of
the windows have friezes and cornices, the front
.of Number 26 is very similar in character to that
.of Number 24. The rendering coat has, however,
been removed and the rubble left exposed. Decoration and sanitary provision apart, there has been
little internal alteration since 1851-2, the year in
which an insurance company took over the property.
. It was presumably this company which formed the
:series of strong rooms at the N.E. corner of the
building. The plan is oblong, with the staircase
:situated in the middle of the E. side and lit from a
.cupola light. The street and first floors each contain
:six apartments, the second and attic floors have
-five, and the basement now accommodates store_rooms and lavatories. The principal rooms are weII
-finished, for the most part in pine, but some of the
-woodwork is in mahogany while a veneer of bird's-eye
maple is seen in the old drawing-room. This drawing:room and the N.W.. room on the floor below both
:have enriched ceilings. The mantelpieces in the
principal rooms are of marble.
1 History, p. 319n. 2 Journal of the Royal Institute
.of British Architects, 12th June 1939, p. 762. 3 Ibid.,
p. 760. 4 History, p. 320. 5 Forbes Gray, A Brief
Chronicle of the Scottish Union and National
Insurance Co., from which much of the above
-information has been taken. 6 Bolton, The Architecture of Robert and James Adam, ii, p. 12. 7 The
Traditions of Edinburgh (1825), i, p. 68.

128. Princes Street.-Craig was content to
.call the southern street in his town-plan South
Street. The authorities preferred to name it after
·St. GiIes. That name, however, had at the time
-unsavoury associations and in deference to the
wishes of George III it was changed to Prince's
'Street, after the Prince of Wales. The plural speIIing
nas been current since 1848.1 The first feus in the
new street were taken up as early as 1771, yet it
-was only in 1805 that the last was built on. The
-buildings, varying in height from two to four main
:storeys, were erected as private dweIIings. However,
the most easterly one blossomed out as an hotel in
1776, and in four years' time a book-shop had been
-opened nearby; in the course of half a century
there were shops at intervals from one end of the
:street to the other, and latterly the street became
the fashionable shopping-centre. To-day it is a
:street of shops, hotels, clubs and offices with a few
'residential flats surviving on the upper storeys.
Not a single front remains unchanged. Vestiges of
-the original' buildings can, however, be seen at
Numbers 22, 24, 25, 57, 59, 62, 63, 75, 76, 78, 79,
.88, 95, 99, 106, 114, II8-120A, 124, 130, 13 1, 132,
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133, 134, 138, 139, 140 and 144. To judge by
these remains the Princes Street houses were very
plain, No. 131 alone having had a pilastered front,
the top of which can still be seen above the entrance
to a cinema .
1 Malcolm, Princes Street, Edinburgh, p. 25 .
129. The General Register House, Princes
Street.-The story of the building of this repository
for the National Records of Scotland has already
been told l by Mr. H. M. Paton, formerly Curator of
the Historical Records, and his account has been freely
used in preparing this article. He points out that,
before 1662, such of the National Records as had
been spared by Edward I and CromweII, or had
accumulated since the latter's depredations, were
stored in the Castle (No. I, p. 8). In that year,
however, the judicial records were removed to the
Laigh Parliament House (No. 29), and by 1689
most of the others had foIIowed them to the same
place, where they lay heaped together, unsorted
and ravaged by rats and mice. The Town Council,
to whose notice the matter was brought, feeling that
such an unsatisfactory state of affairs should not be
aIIowed to continue, assumed responsibility, and
proposed to include a new Record Office in their
scheme of 1722 for accommodating the Court of
Justiciary. They accordingly took powers to that
end, but on the score of economy alternative proposals were made-to use either the N.E. tower of
Heriot's Hospital (No. 56) or the upper part of the
Abbey gatehouse (p. 146). Nothing was done
until 1765, when, at the instance of James, 14th
Earl of Morton, who had been appointed Clerk
Register five years earlier, the Lords of Session
and the Barons of Exchequer made certain representations to the Treasury as the result of which
George III granted £12,000, the major part of the
sum accruing from the sale of estates forfeited after
the Forty-five, for securing a site and constructing a
Thereupon Trustees were
suitable building.
appointed to administer the fund and to carry out
the project.
The site first considered was in the gardens of
Heriot's Hospital, at that time the only open area
in the capital that was sufficiently large to accommodate the building envisaged by the Earl. This
building, if it was the one drawn by Robert Baldwin,
architect, and engraved in 1767, was designed on a
square grid-iron plan of two vaulted storeys, the
lower of which was to be subterranean while the
upper one was to be surmounted by a dome. However, objections were raised to this site as being too
far from the Session-House and the centre of
business, and in 1768 the Earl of Morton died.
Meanwhile the New Town had been projected, and
its access, the North Bridge, was already nearing
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completion. The magistrates consequently found
themselves able to offer the Trustees a monumental
site facing the outer end of the new bridge; and
realising that the proposed building would not only
add to the amenity of the city but that, if built on
this spot, would also · promote the feuing of the
municipal lands lying N . of the bridge, they proposed
to make a free gift of the site. But the parcel of
ground available on the lower slopes of Moultrie's Hill
was, by itself, too small; additional properties on
N. and W. had therefore to be acquired by purchase.
The Trustees, having accepted the Town's offer
and having purchased the adjoining properties,
requested Lord Frederick Camp bell, who had now
succeeded to the post of Lord Clerk Register, to
obtain designs for the new building. In 1772 he
reported that he had instructed Messrs. Robert
and J ames Adam of London to prepare a design, ""
which he exhibited and which the Town Council
duly approved. The brothers Adam were thereupon
appointed as the architects, and James Salisbury as
Clerk of Works. The architects were instructed
to take tenders for carrying out the first portion of
the work; and they undertook to furnish all the
necessary drawings and to visit the work once in
two years, or annually if necessary, for a fee of
two and a half per cent of the total cost with a further
sum of fifty guineas for each visit made from London.
If this fee seems moderate in comparison with the
modern scale, it must be remembered that the design
allowed for the continuous repetition of units and that
the drawings supplied, to judge by the casual collection
preserved in three portfolios in the Historical
Research Room, are much less elaborate than is
now considered necessary, a good deal being left
to the initiative of the tradesmen. At the same
time, these drawings are quite adequate and they
show that the office and building methods of their
time were in essentials similar to those in use to-day.
By August 1773 the preliminary work on the site
had been carried out, and the contract for the masonwork placed with John Wilson and David Henderson.
The conditions of contract, it is interesting to note,
prohibited building during the winter, that is to say
between October 31st and March 1st, to avoid the
danger of frost; and they wisely specify that " the
building shall be carried on so leisurely from year
to year as to allow the parts built successively to
settle and consolidate before the others are put
above them." On June 27th, 1774, the foundation
stone was laid in the presence of the Lord Provost
and Magistrates by three of the Trustees, the Lord
Clerk Register, the Lord Advocate and the Lord
• This drawing, fully rendered in monochrome, is
preserved in the Register House. It bears the superscription
"signed July 30th 1772 Fredk. Campbell Cler. Regis."
t The foundation stone itself not being visible, the
inscription has been taken from the Trustees' minute-book.
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It bore a brass plate inscribed

CONSERVANDIS TABULIS PUBLICIS POSITUM EST ANNO
MVIILXXIV (sic) MUNIFICENTIA OPTIMI ET PIEN TISSIMI
REGIS GEORGII TERTIIt ("Founded for the preservation

of the public records in the year 1774 by the generosity
of the excellent and most pious King George III "),
and within it was a cavity in which was deposited
a glass vase containing a gold medal struck to
commemorate the King's coronation together with
a specimen of each gold, silver and copper coin
minted in his reign.
By 1776 the masons had carried the walls as high
as the cornice. It was now hoped to have the
building roofed in by the following summer and
completed with a dome covered, not with slates as
originally proposed, but with lead. But funds ran
low and, although the Trustees received an additional
grant of £2,000, by the end of 1778 all work had
stopped and for the next six years the carcase lay
derelict. + When building was resumed in 1785 the
Clerk of Works was given the contract for the
carpenter-work; the brickwork was entrusted to
J amieson, one of the masons, although the architects
would have preferred to employ English tradesmen
as having more experience in handling this material;
while the plaster-work contract was let to Thomas
Clayton. By the end of 1788 the Register House
at last stood, within its parapet wall, ready for
occupation.
Although complete in itself, the newly erected
building represented only one part of the whole
structure as originally conceived by Robert Adam.
His plan was probably based on that of Syon House,
which he had prepared about 1761, as the central
idea of both buildings is a rotunda standing within
a square courtyard enclosed on all four sides by
symmetrical wings. The construction of the N.
wing of the Register House was, however, postponed;
the decision to limit the work in this way was evidently
taken at the outset as Adam's working-drawings of
October 1772 show only the part built between that
date and 1778. Nor was this the only modification
made to the original scheme. The same drawings
show that it was proposed to have a basement storey
only on the N . side ; but between 1772 and 1773,
when the site was cleared preparatory to the laying
of the foundations, it was decided to continue the
basement throughout, and this was done. A very
elaborate model prepared by the Clerk of Works
for the use of the Trustees shows the scheme as a
whole, with a basement throughout ; this basement
is blind on the S. side, where there was a terrace,
but has windows on the other sides; the terrace is

t During this time, we are told (Arnot, H istory , App. 673)
that it was" only occupied b y pigeons. Edinburgh may
indeed . boas t of , ~avin g the m ost magn ifi cent pigeonhouse m Europe .
T
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bounded by a parapet wall and is approached by a
double, elliptical staircase of much grace, set in a
central recess. Adam's layout for the whole building,
which was to contain vestibules, a stately public
hall, sixty-six offices, and forty store-rooms, shows
masterly and proportionate planning; moreover it
proved easy to modify when the Trustees decided
to postpone the construction of the northern portion.
As it stood in 1788, the Register House was
quadrangular on plan with a tower projecting Jrom
. each corner and a portico from the middle of the
fas;ade. Its principal feature was the rotunda, which
projected like an apse from the middle of the N.
side and was connected with the fas;ade on the S.
by a central passage. It was separated from the
E. and W. sides by open courts, in the corners of
which were geometric staircases to N.W. and N.E.
and water-closets to S.W. and S.E. Round the
inner sides of the courts ran a vaulted passage giving
access to a series of brick-vaulted rooms, those with
smaller spans having barrel-vaults while the major
spans were groin-vaulted. The undercroft of the
rotunda was constructed in four concentric rings
covered with vaults which alternated in direction.
Here stood the heating system for the "Dome,"
which supplied hot air through flues in the ceiling.
The other rooms were heated individually by open
fires, for the most part situated in the midpartitions; the vents were carried across the passage
to emerge in stacks carried on the walls facing the
courtyard, and were thus partly hidden from outside.
The arrangement of the ground and first floors was
the same, save that on the former the portico admitted
to a vaulted entrance-hall and that there were
differences in the arrangement of the "Dome."
Thus on the ground floor the "Dome" was built
in three rings, the innermost a series of piers and
the outermost containing sixteen radiating compartments separated from the pier arcade by a
vaulted passage; while above it was built in two
rings containing the same number of radiating
compartments, and had, -in place of a floor, a
gallery supported on bold twin brackets. It was
intended to provide this gallery with a stone balustrade, but a graceful iron one was eventually substituted. Only the inner ring was carried up to
support the structural dome, which was of wood,
lead-covered externally and finished inside with a
fine enrichment of plaster-work in eight bays;
at the apex was a circular light sufficiently large to
illumine the whole chamber adequately.
The
chamber next in importance to the "Dome" was
that assigned to the Lord Clerk Register and now
used as the Lyon Office-a long, vaulted room,
situated on the first floor at the S. end of the E. side.
Adam designed an elaborate marble mantelpiece for
this room, but it no longer exists. None of the
other interiors was of any particular interest.
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The severely "functional plan produced simple and
dignified elevations in which Adam showed his
quality as an artist. Just as a painter, disciplining
himself to the use of a limited palette, can produce
by this means the most subtle combinations of
colour, so Robert Adam, working with a limited
number of architectural motifs, achieved a refinement of form in these elevations that has seldom
if ever. been excelled. He conceived the building
as two-storeyed, that is to say he concealed the
basement within an area at the sides and behind a
terrace in front-area and terrace being bounded
by a continuous monumental boundary-wall, which
gave the structure, as it were, an elevated base to
rise from. The lowest part of the front and the
whole of the back and sides are of droved ashlar.
The rest of the front is of polished ashlar with the
ground floor defined by rustication. Above the
rustication the portico is enriched with Corinthian
shafts supporting a triangular pediment, while other
shafts enrich the S. faces of the terminal towers.
The recessed part of the front has a frieze enriched
with flutes and roundels. Along each side of the
building returns a Corinthian cornice, its blocking
course surmounted at the towers by an open balustrade; within the balustrades of the S. towers rise
campaniles with domed tops, the one to the E.
bearing a clock and the other a wind-dial. The
windows facing N., those in the recessed parts of
the E. and W. sides, and all those in the basement
are plain. The entrance and all the ground-floor
windows facing S., as well as those in the
towers, are set within arched recesses. On the
first floor, which has a continuous sill-course, the
two terminal towers have graceful Venetian windows
looking S. The other windows at this level have
moulded architraves, plain friezes, and moulded
cornices, while those in prominent positions, as
for example the Venetian windows, surmount blind
balustrades. Over each of the three windows in the
portico is a horizontal panel bearing a carved swag.
The Royal Arms are carved on a circular panel in
the tympanum of the pediment.
Such was the building to which the Records
began to be removed in 1789. But within a quarter
of a century more storage-room was required. In
1816 Thomas Thomson, Depute Lord Clerk Register,
suggested that the front basement-rooms, then only
used to hold fuel, could be utilised if windows were
broken out; this meant destroying the terrace by
removing the soil between the boundary wall and
the front of the building. Five years later he urged
the completion of Adam's scheme, and did so to
such effect that an Act of Parliament was passed
in 1822 enabling further sums to be provided. At
a meeting of Trustees in the same year Robert Reid,
last holder of the offices of King's Architect and
Surveyor of H.M. Works, was authorised to draw
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up plans for extension on the lines of the original
scheme, at a fee of 5 per cent of the total cost. The
extension was completed by 1834. Here, as at the
University (cf. p. II6), Reid did not hesitate to
modify Adam's proposals when it suited him. He
certainly built the exteriors of the back portion and
of the two N. courts very much as Adam had
intended; but he changed the internal arrangement
by introducing a large double staircase into the
N. side of the " Dome" to give direct access both
to the gallery and to the Historical Research Room,
and by fashioning the latter in a style quite out of
keeping with Adam's refined and reticent work.

still dwellings. The double top-flat that is now
combined with the maindoor house Number 84 is
a good example of this type of property.
Although the individual houses did not share a
common fac;ade, their generally similar fronts, with
voids spaced in an identical manner, were uniform
to some extent. None of them is of rubble and the
characteristic texture of the masonry is droved
ashlar, although polished ashlar with moulded
dressings is sometimes used. The front of Number
125 is exceptional in having a channel-jointed zone
at street level. The finely proportioned pilastered
front of Number II5 (Fig. 261) is perhaps the best
in the whole street, although the ground floor has
now been extended over the area. Another pilastered
front, rather simpler in its treatment, is that of the
block numbered 120-124. This building has had an
unusually eventful history. It was erected as the
George Street Tontine, lay for some time unfinished,
was used as cavalry barracks during the Napoleonic
wars,l was converted into three dwelling-houses
before 1824, then became an hotel and was finally
devoted to shops and Government offices.
The majority of the George Street houses originally
had three main storeys and a sunk basement, but a
few, for the most part situated near the E. end, at
which construction began, had one storey more.
The maindoor houses generally had twelve rooms,
with sculleries, wash-houses or stabling contained
in outbuildings situated at the foot of a back
garden and facing a mews lane. Number 112,
which is described in detail below, may be taken
as representative of this class of property in George
Street.

Since 1834 only minor alterations have been
made to the fabric, another rotunda, erected on
the N. side in 1871, being connected only by a
passage. The boundary wall has twice been set
back, the present arrangement with its rectangular
stair dating only from 1891. Both of the W. courts
have now been covered in to provide additional
storage.
1 O.E.C., xvii, pp. 147-75.

130. George Street, with a representative
house.-As the central avenue of the New Town,
George Street was appropriately made wider than
the other streets. Even now, when so many of
its buildings have been enlarged and raised in
height, it remains the most spacious street in the
district and possibly is still the finest in Edinburgh
as a setting for architecture. Taking the street as
a whole, the changes made upon its buildings have
in the main been beneficial, since the two opposite
rows of flat-fronted houses, unpunctuated and
without inflection, were monotonous in appearance;
in early views the salient feature is the stockade
of iron railings fencing off each property. The
uniformity of Craig's plan (p. !xxiii) was first interrupted in George Street by the introduction of
St. Andrew's Church (No. 123); the second radical
departure was the construction of the Physicians'
Hall opposite, upon the site now occupied by the
Commercial Bank of Scotland; and the third was
the building of the Assembly Rooms (No. 131).
Apart from these, the buildings in George Street
were entirely domestic in character, taking the
form either of self-contained houses or of maindoor
houses with separate flats above. Only six of the
larger houses (Numbers 84, 90A, 91, IIO, II2 and
125) have survived without material external
alteration. Number 91 is now a club-house and
the others have become offices; all have been
altered internally. In the case of the other surviving
properties the ground-floor premises have been
converted into shops; but where alteration has
extended no higher, the upper flats remain much
in their original condition and many of them are
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NUMBER 112 GEORGE STREET.-In 1786 the Town
agreed to feu to David Stewart, an Edinburgh
banker, "the deep areas on both sides of George
Street"; and Stewart in his turn feued off the
site of this building on the S. side of the street to
James Hill and Alexander Porteous, two Edinburgh
masons, who obtained a feu-charter direct from the
Town in 1790.
Presumably these speculators
erected the building and sold it to the first occupier,
Apart from the provision of sanitation, the building
remains very much as when it was built. It has
three main storeys with a sunk basement and an
attic. The front, of rubble on the basement floor
and of droved ashlar above, has three openings
on every floor but the attic, which is lit from the
N. by skylights. The entrance at the N.W. corner
leads into a vestibule with an enriched ceiling,
and this gives access on the E. to the original diningroom and opens on the S. through an archway
into the staircase beyond. The dining-room has
two windows facing N.; its opposite wall contains
a recess for a sideboard flanked by two doorways,
the one to the W. being that of a press, while that
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to the E. leads to the study. On the E. is a good
mantelpiece of pine with stucco enrichment and a
marble slip. The walls have dado panelling and
above that plaster panelling with enriched mouldings.
The study, which is situated at the S.E. corner of
the house and can be entered directly from the
staircase, is lit from the S. by a single window.
On the N. is a recess for a bookcase, flanked on
one side by the access from the dining-room and on
the other side by a press. On the E. is a mantelpiece
.of pine bearing an interesting enrichment of shells
and sea-weed in stucco. The walls have a dado rail.
At the S.W. corner a doorway leads into a small room,
now a bathroom, S. of the staircase.
The staircase, which is lit from the roof by a
skylight, contains a geometrical stair with stone
steps, plain wrought-iron balusters and a mahogany
rail. The stair is continuous from the basement to
the second floor. On the basement floor it emerges
into an angled passage dividing the building from
front to back, from which four rooms and several
store-rooms are entered.
From its first-floor
landing three rooms are entered. Of these, the
original drawingroom occupies the whole front of
the house. It is lit by three windows facing N.
On the E. is a simple mantelpiece of white and
coloured marble. On the S. are two doorways, the
one to the W. being the entrance from the stair, the
other an access to the back drawingroom. The
walls have dado panelling and an enriched cornice.
The enriched ceiling is particularly good. The back
drawingroom at the S.E. corner has one window
facing S. On the E. is a plain wooden mantelpiece
with a marble slip. The walls have a dado rail
and an enriched cornice. A doorway at the S.W.
corner of the study opens into a small dressingroom with a single window and a plain mantelpiece.
There are two rooms on the second floor above
the drawingroom, the one to the W. being the
smaller as it has to leave room for the attic stair at its
S.W. corner. It is lit from a single window facing
N., and has on the W. a fireplace with plain stone
jambs. It communicates on the E. with the other
room, which has two windows and a similar mantelpiece. A third room, at the S.E. corner, opens into
a smaller one at the S.W. corner; neither contains
anything of special interest. On the attic floor there
are two rooms at the front of the house, both coombceiled and lit by skylights, one of them having a fireplace with plain stone jambs. A third room at the
back of the house has a similar fireplace and is lit by
a dormer window.
1 Grant, Old and New Edinburgh, ii, p. 139.

131. The Assembly Rooms, George Street.
-Maitland records 1 that the practice of holding
assemblies, or subscription dances, began in Edinburgh
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about 1710. From then until 1746 the assemblies
were carried on as a private enterprise for profit,
but in the latter year two Edinburgh merchants took
the business over, formed a committee to manage it,
and applied the profits to charity. For the ensuing
year the assemblies were continued in the original
premises, a house in the West Bow which had been
built in 1602 by Peter Somerville, a merchant 2 ; then
other ·quarters, described by Maitland 3 as "a
spacious Edifice with handsome and convenient
Apartments" were secured in New Assembly Close,
on the S. side of the High Street below St. Giles'
Church. Ten years later they were removed to
Bell's Wynd 4 • Topham, in his Letters from Edinburgh,5 gives some interesting particulars of the
assemblies .held in· the years 1774 and 1775, which
may be compared with the details given by· Arnot 6
a decade later. Arnot also mentions that new
premises were required on account of the inconvenience of the existing arrangements, and these
were soon obtained. Creech notes 7 that by 1786 the
old Assembly Rooms had been taken over by the
City guard and that there were then "three new
elegant assembly rooms at Edinburgh besides one at
Leith"; but although the assemblies had multiplied, he says that the contributions to charity were
exiguous. Of the three assembly rooms in Edinburgh, one catered for the Old Town, though
whether this was situated in Bell's Wynd as stated
by Wilson (supra) or elsewhere is uncertain; the
second, built at No. IS Buccleuch Place about 1784,
served the district of George Square; while the
third, projected for the New Town, was still in
course of construction, in George Street, in 1786.
But as Creech points out,8 by 1790 public dances
were giving way to private entertainments-for which
the spacious residences of the New Town were
admirably suited-and in point of fact a considerable
time elapsed before the assembly rooms of the New
Town became popular.
This building still stands on the S. side of George
Street. Its ashlar front is restrained and dignified,
having a rusticated basement and a pilastered superstructure surmounted by an entablature; in the
centre is a tetrastyle portico with a pediment above
and three archways below. From the outset there
has been a shop on either side of the portico. The
apsidal structure within the colonnade, and the two
low wings situated one at each end of the front, are
later additions.
In the original arrangement there was a ballroom
92 ft. long by 42 ft. wide, a tea-room 50 ft. by 36 ft.
and a " grand saloon" 38 ft. by 44 ft. in addition to
smaller apartments. "The inside may be pronounced to be elegance itself" says a visitor of 1818. 9
In that year the money collected, after deducting
the expenses of lighting, music and refreshments,
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was applied to the Charity Workhouse and the
Royal Infirmary. In 1843 the original building
was extended in the Music Hall as far S. as Rose
Street.
1 History, p. 187.
2 Wilson, Memorials, ii, PP.23,
118. 3 Loc. cit. 4 Wilson, op. cit., p. 23. 5 pp. 34654. 6 History, p. 382. 7 Letters in Stat. Acct.,
179 2, vi, p. 618. 8 Ibid., p. 619. 9 The New
Picture of Edinburgh, p. 185.
132. Queen Street, with some representative houses.-Nowhere was amenity more valued
than in Georgian Edinburgh, and Craig, in his plan
for the New Town (p. lxxiii), took advantage of two
incomparable prospects-the Castle and the Old
Town to the S., the estuary of the Forth to the N.
Thus Queen Street, like Princes Street, was laid out as
a terrace with buildings confined to one side and in
this case facing seaward. It was only at later dates
that a departure from this principle was made and
building was permitted on the N. side of the
thoroughfare at its two extremities; but Albyn
Place, at the W. end, and York Buildings, at the E.
end, played no part in the original scheme. Control
of amenity by the Town was made possible by the
fact that, although the two sides of the street had
separate superiors, the Town Council, who owned
the S. side, was so strongly represented on the
Board of Heriot's Hospital, proprietors of the N.
side, as to ensure that public policy should prevail.
Neither body, however, had jurisdiction over the
site of Albyn Place, which rose on the Earl of Moray's
property.
The first feuar in Queen Street was Lord Chief
Baron Ord, who in 1769 feued the stance of Number 8
(p. 198) from the Town and built his house there.
From the Governors of Heriot's Hospital he also
feued two and a half acres on the N. side of the
street for a garden, which he enclosed within a ninefoot boundary-wall. For more than ten years he had
no immediate neighbours. Then about 1783 building commenced at the W. corner of N. St. David
Street and gradually extended westwards. The site
of the National Museum, which had been left vacant
to provide householders on the N. side of St. Andrew
Square with a marine view, was built on from 1797·
It will be found on inspection that the architecture
of the street grows progressively less individual and
more stereotyped from east to west. Although
Queen Street is to-day almost entirely devoted to
offices, in the first instance it was wholly residential
and provided homes for the upper professional
classes and town houses for the nobility and landed
gentry, who passed the summer and autumn on their
estates and wintered in Edinburgh. The majority
.. This pair has been attributed to Robert Adam, mainly
on account of the refinement of their detail and partly
because the masonry has something of the character of that
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of the houses were self-contained. Of such houses
Number 8. which is described in detail below, is
possibly the most interesting, being an authentic
example of Robert Adam's domestic work. But
others, such as Numbers 28, 29, 64, 66 and 67,
testify to the capacity of contemporary architects
whose names have been forgotten.
Apart from self-contained houses there are seven
blocks, Numbers 18-20, 35-37, 40-42, 45-47, 55-57,
61-63, and 75-77, which are designed as units, each
comprising two main door houses with two double
fiats above them, a plan-type which apparently made
its first appearance about 1784 in Buccleuch Place
and of which a classic example is the block Numbers
39-43 Castle Street (cf. p. 205). Then a third type
of building appears at the junction of Queen Street
with its four cross-streets. This consists of a single
main-door house with flats above. Several of these
corner blocks have been altered to shop premises on
the lower floors, but so far as can be ascertained the
buildings at the corners of Frederick Street and
Hanover Street never entered from Queen Street,
while in the case of those at the corners of North
St. David Street and North Castle Street the maindoor houses did so while the flats entered
from the side streets. Whatever their type, most
of the buildings are oblong on plan although some,
like Numbers 26, 27 and 48, have a rounded bay
at one of the back corners. In Number 8 this bay
is central in the back wall.
Apart from Numbers 2 and 3, which are intact,
and Number 52, which may have been altered, each
building has three main storeys with an attic, sometimes surmounted by a garret, all resting on a basement which is concealed by a sunk area in front.
The houses are constructed of stone, quarried either
at Craigleith or Redhall. In Numbers I I and 12
the front is of rubble throughout with ashlar dressings,
otherwise the use of rubble in the front is confined
to the basement floor. The street floor is commonly
of channel-jointed ashlar, with polished or droved
ashlar above, sometimes relieved by channeljointed quoins, but alternatively, the whole front
above the basement may be of droved ashlar. Whatever the character of the masonry, the front is
invariably divided horizontally by belts, one
separating the basement from the street floor and
another the street floor from the first floor; there
may also be a similar belt higher up or, as an
alternative, the sills of the first-floor windows may
be carried continuously across the front.
The
wall-head may be emphasised by a cornice or by a
moulded eavescourse. The fronts of Numbers 14,
28 and 29,* and of Numbers 66 and 67, two pairs
of self-contained houses, are particularly good.
of the Register House (No. 129) . (Transactions of the
Edinburgh Architectural Association, ii, p. 2 10.)
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The frontages are not uniform. The average width
is 30 ft., which allows three openings in the front
on every floor (Fig. 361). But some houses, such as
Number 64, or Number 14 after the front had been
extended, are sufficiently wide to have tiers of four
openings, while Numbers 5 and 8 both have tiers
of five. Of these openings the entrance, commonly
situated at one end of the front and centred only at
Numbers 5 and 8, is usually framed by shafts or
. pilasters supporting an entablature, the several
projecting porches now seen being modern additions.
In all cases the entrance is surmounted by a fanlight,
commonly of a graceful design and refined in its
detail, which may be supplemented by slits on either
side of the doorway to light the vestibule within.
The windows, always upright and usually proportioned to suit their position, are either plain or
have moulded architraves, the first-floor windows
often having moulded cornices as well. They are
fitted with hung sashes, save in one or two instances
where casements have recently been substituted.
The entrance opens into a vestibule, which is
exceptionally spacious at Numbers 8, 44 and 64
but is often both cramped and dark. Most of the
vestibules have an enriched ceiling rather coarse
in detail. A doorway at the inner end, either glazed
or surmounted by a fanlight, and sometimes framed
within pilasters with capitals enriched in stucco,
leads to the hall and staircase situated in the body
of the building next to one or other of the mutual
gables. The staircase is never well lighted, as it has
to rely for light, at best, on a cupola on the roof,
and where there are flats above the first floor it is
necessarily dark. The cupola is invariably enriched
on the coving. The stair may be either geometrical
or of scale and-platt type. The steps are of stone
and the balustrade may be of either cast or wrought
iron, that of Number 64 being a particularly good
example. . The handrail is of mahogany, usually
veneered but solid at Number 64. On the basement
floor there are four or five rooms, including the
kitchen, which, with store-rooms, are situated on
either side of a central passage which divides the
building in two from back to front. This passage
likewise gives access to the front area with its
cellarage below the pavement, and sometimes, as
at Number 8, to a back area which also has a cellarage.
Behind the building there is always a small backgarden, sometimes with stabling or a laundry at the
foot fronting on a mews lane. There are usually
three rooms on the street floor, three on the first
floor, and four on the second, while the attic may
contain one room or several. The most elaborately
finished house in the street is Number 64, which,
like Number 8, is described separately below;
while for the smaller houses the descriptions of
Number 28 and of the pair numbered 66 and 67
• One of the front cellars continues below Queen Street
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will apply generally. In the standard arrangement
the dining-room and study are situated on the
street floor with the drawing-room and back drawingroom above them. These public rooms are dignified
and well finished, the joiner work, invariably of pine,
being excellent. The windows have internal shutters.
The doors, usually six-panelled with a " cock-bead"
on the upper panels, sometimes have enriched
door-heads. The walls have dado panelling, or at
least a dado rail above which there may be plaster
panelling. The cornices are invariably enriched and
the ceilings of the drawing-rooms are often enriched
also. The mantelpieces are well proportioned, and
are usually of marble in the dining-rooms and
drawing-rooms and of pine with stucco enrichment
in the other public rooms. When first built these
houses were without indoor sanitation and bathrooms
were unknown. In some cases sanitary provision
has been added to the back of the building, and in
others one of the bedrooms has been adapted.
8 QUEEN STREET.-This house was designed by
Robert Adam in 1770-71 for Lord Chief Baron
Ord. The original plans, which still survive in the
Soane Museum, London, are of special interest since
they illustrate an arrangement translated from the
suburbs to the town, of which a glimpse may be
obtained in early descriptions of certain properties
in George Square and St. Andrew Square and which
is clearly seen at Duddingston House (No. 192).
[n such an arrangement the kitchen quarters and the
stabling stand detached from the habitable accommodation. Baron Ord's house (Fig. 362) faced Queen
Street on the N., looked out on a small garden to
the S., and had an open area back and front, while on
its E. and W. sides adjoining houses abutted. Each
area gave access to a vaulted cellarage, in one case
situated below the garden and in the other below the
pavement of Queen Street." At the back of the
garden stood the -kitchen quarters, separated by a
narrow drying-green from N.E. Thistle Street Lane.
Directly opposite, on the S. side of the lane, lay
the stabling, grouped round an open yard and
extending as far S. as Thistle Street. The kitchen
quarters and the stabling have both been replaced
by other buildings, but Ainslie's map of 1780
shows that Adam's plan was substantially carried
out. There is one major difference, however,
between his plan and the buildings constructed from
it, namely that the arrangement of the house has
been reversed, the rooms designed for the W. side
having been placed on the E., and vice versa.
The house consists of three main storeys with a
basement and an attic, the latter evidently modernised as the present curb roof is not original. The
back and sides of the building are constructed of
rubble while the front is of ashlar, droved on the
and emerges in Queen Street Gardens, which were formerly
used as a drying-green.
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basement floor, channel-jointed at street level, and
polished in the upper part. The street floor is
further defined by a band enriched with a guilloche
and surmounted by a belt and blocking-course. At
this level there is a central pillared doorway with
sidelights; the frieze of the entablature is enriched
with flutes and rosettes. On either side of the
doorway are two windows. The two storeys
immediately above are lit by tiers of five windows,
those of the first floor rising from a continuous
moulded sill-course and having moulded architraves,
plain friezes and moulded cornices, while those of
the second have moulded architraves only. Above
the latter a blocked and dentilated cornice returns
across the front and supports a blocking-course,
within which rise five small, modern dormers supplemented by roof lights higher up in the roof.
On the three main floors the accommodation is
arranged in suites of intercommunicating rooms, an
Italianate type of plan which did not entirely die
out in Edinburgh until well into the 19th century.
The rooms are large and lofty, and are adequately
lit as all, with one exception on each floor, have
at least two windows. The entrance from the
street opens into a spacious vestibule with an
enriched ceiling. On the W. is a fine mantlepiece
of white statuary marble (Fig. 43), said to have been
designed by Adam for another apartment but
transferred to its present position some years later.
At the inner end of the vestibule are three doorways
with doorheads supported by scrolled consoles and
enriched with fluting, dentils and pearls. These
lead respectively to the dining-room on the E.,
to the study on the W., and to the main staircase
on the S., the S. doorway representing a departure
from Adam's plan, which shows an open arcade
in this position. The dining-room-the "eatingroom" of the plan-is situated at the N.E. corner
of the house and its S. end is circled. Originally
it had an enriched ceiling; this has been removed
but the frieze, ornamented with garlands and
human masks, and the delicate, dentilated cornice
both remain. On the E. is a monumental fireplace
of green marble. The doorways all have doorheads,
enriched with pearls, fluting and dentils. Adam's
plan shows four doorways, but one of them, situated
at the centre of the circled end, no longer exists
and in its place a press at the S.E. corner has been
opened out in order to give direct access to the
parlour situated at the S.E. corner of the house.
The study occupies the N.W. corner; this also
had an enriched ceiling, but the garlanded frieze
and the enriched cornice are again the only original
plaster details left. On the W. is a good mantelpiece of white statuary marble. There is a deep
press at the S.W. corner. The main staircase, which
extends from the street floor to the attic and is
lit from a square cupola in the roof, contains a
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spacious scale-and-platt stair with plain cast-iron
balusters and a neatly moulded handrail of mahogany.
On the W. it gives access to a geometrical servicestair, on the E. to a parlour and on the S. to a
dressing-room. The latter opens in turn into a
bedroom, which can also be reached from the
service-staircase. The parlour has a cornice enriched
with egg-and-dart ornament and, on the E.,
a mantelpiece with a marble slip enclosed by a
carved wooden moulding. The dressing-room has a
semi-octagonal bay projecting to the S. On the
N., in a partition behind the main stair, is a plain
mantelpiece of white marble. The cornice is
moulded. The bedroom, which has become a
cloakroom, has a fireplace on the . W. with plain
stone jambs. The cornice is enriched with egg-anddart ornament. At the S.W. corner is a deep press.
The basement, which is reached from the servicestair, has been partly remodelled but the original
arrangement of four habitable rooms and store-rooms
is still evident. The room at the S.E. corner is
said to contain a large built-up fireplace, and if this
is correct this room was probably made into the
kitchen when the external kitchen was demolished.
Below the vestibule lies a vaulted cellar now put
to use as a heating-chamber, which may in fact
have been its original purpose.
On the first floor there are two drawing-rooms at
the front of the house, respectively a cube and a
double cube in shape, the eastern one being the
larger. This principal drawing-room has a fine
enriched ceiling (Fig. 369) on which griffins, urns
and scrolls are prominently displayed. The enrichment of the cornice is most refined. The doorways,
three in number, have elaborately enriched architraves, garlanded friezes and enriched cornices.
On the E. is a monumental mantelpiece of white
statuary marble. The lesser drawing-room has an
equally good enriched ceiling in which are inset
four allegorical oil paintings, probably additions to the
original design. The doorways are similar to those
of the neighbouring room, and the cornice is as
fine although not identical. On the W. is a monumental mantelpiece of white statuary marble. The
principal bedroom lies at the S.E. corner of the
house. It has a plain ceiling and the finishings,
although generally similar to those of the drawingThe adjoining
rooms, are simpler in character.
dressing-room and a smaller bedroom at the S.W.
corner have plain marble mantelpieces and simplyenriched cornices. On the second floor the whole
front of the house is occupied by a single room
having a fireplace with plain stone jambs at each
end and a simply-moulded cornice. In the original
plan, however, there may have been a square bedroom
at either corner separated by a dressing-room, as
this is the arrangement on the S. side of the house.
These S. rooms have moulded cornices and fireplaces
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with plain stone jambs. As the attic floor stands
to-day there is one room occupying the whole . E.
side of the house, evidently two rooms thrown into
one since there are two fireplaces with plain stone
jambs in the E. wall. The cornice and wooden
lining of this room -are modern. A second room
occupies the remainder of the front of the house;
this also has a fireplace with plain stone jambs,
and the lining and cornice are both modern. A
third room at the S.W. corner has become a cloakroom. On the S. of the main staircase there is a
garret room formed within the roof of the bay
which projects towards the S.
CARVED STONE.-On the N . wall of the building
that replaced the old kitchen may be seen a plaque
carved with a garland enclosing the emblems of
Apollo and Aesculapius. A tablet below records
that it was removed "FROM OLD COLLEGE HALL /
GEORGE ST / 1776." This hall, designed by Craig, stood
on the site now occupied by the head office of the
Commercial Bank of Scotland.
28 QUEEN STIrnET.-In 1789 two Edinburgh
bankers feued adjoining stances from the Town,
Robert Allan taking the one on the E. and David
Steuart that on the W. The houses that they
built, Numbers 28 and 29 Queen Street, although
generally similar and provided with identical fronts,
show minor differences. For example Number 29
is rather deeper than its neighbour and has a central
bay projecting from the back, the corresponding
bay of Number 28 being attached to the S.E. corner.
As Number 28 is on the whole the better building
it has been preferred for description here.
In height Number 28 has three main storeys with
a basement and attic, the last reconstructed at a
later date as a separate flat. On the basement floor
the front is of rock-faced ashlar. The street floor
is ' of channel-jointed ashlar and the superstructure
of droved ashlar. The three first-floor windows
have simply-moulded architraves and they seem to
have been enlarged by the lowering of the sills
to the level of the channel-jointed masonry; this
has interrupted a belt by which that zone is surmounted. Between the windows of the first and
second floors runs a band enriched with fluting, and
the second-floor windows also have simple architraves. Above them runs a frieze, carved with
swags, and a moulded and dentilated cornice with
a blocking course, at either end of which is an urn
of cast iron. The entrance, situated at the E. end
of the front, has a moulded architrave and a fluted
frieze, the latter flanked by the shaped brackets
that support the moulded cornice. The vestibule
within occupies the N.E. corner of the house. Its
walls are pilastered , and the pilasters are enriched
with plaques bearing cupids and classical heads.
The ceiling is enriched. On the E. is a niche either
or a stove or for a bust. On the W . and N. are
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doorways having doorheads enriched with foliage
and classical subjects. The W. doorway admits to
the original dining-room at the N.W. corner of the
house, while the one to the N. opens into the staircase.
The staircase, which contains on the E. a steep
geometrical stair with stone steps, a cast iron balustrade and a mahogany rail, also has five doorways,
all the doorheads being enriched with sprays of
foliage and classical heads. One of them leads S.
into an extension containing the present stair to the
basement, which is not a continuation of the main
stair although 'in the original arrangement it may
have been so. The adjoining door on the E. opens
into a fine oval room at the S.E. corner of the house.
This has .on the S. a large central window, flanked
by two shorter windows, an arrangement balanced
on the N. by the entrance and the doors of two
cupboards. All three doorheads are enriched. On
the E. is a pine mantelpiece with stucco enrichment
and a marble slip. The walls have a dado rail and
an enriched cornice. The third doorway on the
staircase admits to the study at the S.W. corner.
This room is awkwardly shaped on account of an
encroachment on the E., behind which a passage
runs to the basement stair; the N. end is, moreover,
rounded. The cornice has a delicate enrichment.
On the S. is a single large window, which may
have been enlarged. On the W. is a mantelpiece
with stucco enrichmen·t . A doorway at the N.W.
corner opens on a press which has latterly been
opened out to provide communication between the
study and the dining-room. The dining-room, it
will be remembered, can be entered directly from
the vestibule, but the doorway from the vestibule
may be a dummy door opened out to replace an
original entrance from the staircase placed where
there is now a cupboard. The dining-room is
lit from the N. by two windows. The S. end is
rounded. On the E. is the entrance from the
vestibule and on the S.W. that from the study,
balanced on the S.E. by the door of a cupboard which,
it is suggested, may originally have been the entrance.
All three doorways have door heads enriched with
festoons and surmounted by panels bearing classical
subjects. On the W. is a tall mantelpiece of pine
enriched in stucco and enclosing a marble slip. The
walls have a dado rail surmounted by plaster
panelling. The ceiling is enriched with a festooned
pattern, very delicate and refined in its detail.
The basement floor is of no interest.
The first-floor landing, as in some of the neighbouring houses, is wider at one end than at the
other. The door at the wider end opens into the
drawing-room, which originally ran the full width
of the house but is now divided in two to the detriment of the fine enriched ceiling. The E. division,
lit by one window to the N . and with a modern
mantelpiece to the E., opens into the major division

200

NEW TOWN]

INVENTORY OF MONUMENTS IN EDINBURGH

on the W. This part has two windows. On the
W. is a plain marble mantelpiece. On the S. are
double doors with enriched door heads which
originally opened into the back drawing-room.
The walls have a dado rail and an enriched cornice.
The back drawing-room at the S.W. corner is lit
from the S. by a Venetian window and has a rounded
N. end in which are the entrance, the double doors
opening int~ the front drawing-room, and the
door of a press. The double doors have an enriched
doorhead with a coved cornice. On the W. is a
pine mantelpiece with stucco enrichment and a
marble slip. The walls have a dado rail and an
enriched cornice. On the E. a doorway opens to
the room at the S.E. corner, which has a circled
S. end containing a central window flanked by
two presses. On the E. is a mantelpiece of pine
with stucco enrichment and a marble slip. The
walls have a dado rail and an enriched cornice.
On the second floor, as on the first, there was a
single large room at the front of the house and
this, as below, has been divided. The part on the
W., which is lit by two windows facing N., has on
the W. a monumental mantelpiece of black marble.
The walls have a heavily enriched cornice, which
may not be original. It continues through the
partition into the E. division where there is a single
window to the N., and on the E. a plain mantelpiece
of black marble. At the S.E. corner is a room with
a rounded S. end in which there is a window. On
the E. is a mantelpiece of white marble. The walls
have an enriched cornice, which may not be original.
There has obviously been some alteration at this
level. The room at the S.W. corner has been
modernised and the staircase which led to the attic
floor has been rebuilt as a continuation of the main
stair, but with wooden instead of stone steps. The
staircase itself is heavily enriched on the coving of
the circular cupola. The attic has also been
reconstructed.
64 QUEEN STREET.-The most elaborately finished
house in Queen Street is probably Number 64,
originally the town house of Francis, 7th Earl of
Wemyss. Wider than its neighbours, and with a
frontage exceeded only by Number 8, it has room
back and front for four openings on each floor.
The front (Fig. 363) is of ashlar, droved on the basement floor, channel-jointed on the street floor, the
zone being defined by a belt above and below.
The superstructure is of droved ashlar with projecting quoins. The entrance, situated at the W.
end, has a fanlight and side-lights, and is enclosed
by an architectural framework of pilasters and
entablature. The windows at the W. end of the
front are centred above the entrance, while the
other windows are arranged in triads to correspond
with the spacing of the windows in the neighbouring and narrower fronts. The windows of the
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street floor have false voussoirs cut on their lintels.
The first-floor windows have continuous moulded
sills, moulded architraves, plain friezes and moulded
cornices. The second-floor windows have unmoulded
sills and moulded architraves. A block cornIce
runs across the front at the wall-head.
The entrance opens into a spacious, square
vestibule at the N.W. corner of the building. This
has an enriched ceiling and cornice and inset in the
walls are six oval panels bearing classical figures in
relief. The mantelpiece and the door-screen are
both modern. The vestibule leads into the staircase,
situated in the lobby of the house against the W.
gable, and containing a scale-and-platt stair with
stone steps and a graceful balustrade of wrought
iron surmounted by a hand-rail of solid mahogany.
The staircase gives access to five rooms on the street
floor. Of these the original dining-room occupies
the N.E. corner. Lit from the N. by three windows,
this has on the E. a mantelpiece of white marble
carved on the frieze with an urn and two rosettes.
The walls have a dado rail with plaster panelling
above, and an enriched cornice as well as an enriched
ceiling in which classical figures are prominent
features. There are two doors on the W., of which
the one to the N. is a dummy. Both door-heads
are shaped and enriched with trophies and classical
figures. At the S.E. corner the study or morningroom lies behind the dining-room. This is lit from
the S. by a Venetian window and has on the E. a
mantelpiece of white and coloured marble. The
walls have a dado rail and plaster panelling, an
enriched cornice and a particularly good enriched
ceiling with classical figures, in some cases set out
on plaques. On the W. are two doorways with
shaped door-heads enriched with festoons and
classical heads. At the S.W. corner is a smaller
room lit from the S. by one window and having on
the W. a plain mantelpiece of gray marble. The
walls have a dado rail and an enriched cornice.
The ceiling is also enriched, cupids and trophies
appearing among the devices upon it. Between this
room and the last lay another room, from which a
strong-room has been shut off, the remainder being
converted into a lavatory with an entrance passage.
The basement has been modernised, but originally
it contained five rooms, including the kitchen at
the S.E. corner.
On the first floor there are four rooms. The
front drawing-room lies above the dining-room at
the N.E. corner. Lit from the N. by three windows,
it has on the E. a mantelpiece of dark green marble
with Doric columns surmounted by lion masks on
the frieze. The walls have a dado rail with plaster
panelling above, framed by a bead, originally gilt,
which breaks out into a bunch of grapes at the
corners of each panel. The cornice is enriched
and there is an enriched ceiling. On the S. massive
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'folding doors admit to the back drawing-room. fanlights and flanked by side-lights, and are sheltered
This latter room, situated at the S.E. corner, is the within shallow, pillared porches with pediments.
:best in the house. At its W. end is a little The first-floor windows have blind balustrades at
ante-room separated from the remainder by a bold the breasts to which the sills form a coping. These
lonic arcade. The ante-room is lit by a narrow windows themselves are lofty and have moulded
window-actually one half of a window, the other architraves and cornices. Those of the second
half of which appears in a room at the S.W. corner floor are shorter and have moulded architraves and
.of the house-while the back drawing-room proper sills beneath which are carved swags. A block
is lit by a Venetian window. This latter part has cornice returns at the wall-head. A dormer window
. .an enriched ceiling with classical figures and the has been introduced at the W. end of Number 67.
walls are panelled as in the front drawing-room.
Both properties are now in one ownership, and
On the E. is a simple mantelpiece of white and have been placed in direct internal communication
-coloured marbles, and on the N. the folding doors by the opening-out of doorways in the mutual
that open into the front drawing-room. The gables, the street entrance of Number 66 serving
walls have a dado rail, plaster panelling as in the both. This entrance leads into a spacious vestibule
front drawing-room, and an enriched cornice. A with an enriched ceiling. There is no structural
,doorway on the W. communicates with the room division between the vestibule and -the staircase
:at the S.W. corner. This room is lit by the other beyond, such as is usual in Queen Street, and the
half of the window previously mentioned in addition scale-and-platt stair rises from the inner end of
to a separate window. On the W. it has a plain the vestibule against the E. gable, an isolated column
mantelpiece of white and coloured marbles. The -supporting the landing above. From the staircase
walls have a dado rail and an enriched cornice. The three rooms are reached. The original study at the
last room on this floor is at the N.W. corner of the N.W. corner of the house has two windows facing
house. Lit from the N. by one window, this has N ., and on the W. a particularly good mantelpiece
on the W. a white marble mantelpiece with a cast- of carved pine enclosing a marble slip. The walls
iron interior grate on which appear in relief two have dado panelling and an enriched cornice. An
caryatids in Egyptian costume and the lictorial access to Number 67 has been broken out at the
The old dining-room at the
fasces. The walls have a dado rail, plaster panelling S.E. corner.
and an enriched cornice. The ceiling is likewise S.W. corner of the house has been reduced by the
formation at its N. end of a passage leading to
enriched.
The main stair rises no higher than the second Number 67; but even in its present state it is a
floor. Below the level of the second-floor landing handsome room. Lit from the S. by a Venetian
the staircase has an enriched band, while the upper window it has on the W. a fine carved mantelpiece
part has a frieze enriched with classical heads and of pine enclosing a gray marble slip. The walls
:garlands surmounted by an enriched cornice. have dado panelling with plaster panelling above
Above this, in the lunettes formed by the penden- and an enriched cornice. The doorhead of the
tives that support the enriched circular coving of original entrance is enriched in stucco. The room
the cupola, are classical figures and trophies. The at the S.E. corner is featureless.
landing leads to six rooms, either bedrooms or
On the first floor the principal room was the
.dressing-rooms, none of which is of any special drawing-room, which occupied the full width of
interest. A separate stair, geometrical in form with the front of the house. This has now been divided
wrought-iron balusters and a mahogany rail, leads in two, the larger room on the W. having two
to the attic which contains a single large room, windows facing N. while the smaller room has only
one. The original mantelpiece of white marble
e vidently servants' quarters and of no interest.
66 AND 67 QUEEN STREET.-In 1791 the Town can be seen in the W. gable, but the one in the
:granted a feu-charter of the site of Number 66 to E. gable has been inserted. The walls have dado
Major-General Abercromby of Tullibody, and panelling and an enriched cornice. Behind this,
:another in the following year to William Tait in at the S.W. corner of the house, lies the old back
respect of the stance of Number 67. The two drawing-room. This is lit by a Venetian window
-houses were thereupon erected to a generally similar facing S. On the W. is a particularly good mantel,design, the plan of one being reversed in the case piece enclosing a marble slip and appropriately
.of the other. The fronts are identical and are enriched in stucco with a trophy of arms and other
built of ashlar, droved on the basement floor, devices . The walls have a dado rail and an enriched
,channel-jointed on the street floor, and polished cornice. The remaining room at this level occupies
above with projecting quoins at the corners. Above the S.E. corner. At its S.W. corner a lavatory
and below the zone of channel-jointing there are has been shut off. On the S. is a single window
belts. The entrances from the street, situated at and on the E. a mantelpiece enriched with garlands
<>pposite ends of the two fronts, are surmounted by in stucco. There are four bedrooms on the second
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floor, three of them having each a single window
and a fireplace with plain stone jambs, while the
fourth at the N.W. corner has two windows facing
N. and on the W. a fireplace with a marble slip
surmounted by a wooden frieze and shelf enriched
in stucco. Above the second-floor landing is an
admirable circular cupola with enrichment on the
coving. The attic rooms are featureless.
The original entrance to Number 67 has been
converted into a window, and the vestibule into
which it opened has become a small but useful
room. 1he plain mantelpiece on the W. has been
inserted but the enriched ceiling is an original
feature. At the inner end a doorway admits to
the original staircase, from which three rooms are
entered. Of these the one at the N.E. corner has
been reduced by the formation of a passage at the
S. end. It has on the E. a good carved mantelpiece
of pine with a marble slip. The walls have plaster
panelling and an enriched cornice. The room at the
S.E. corner is lit from the S. by a Venetian window
and has a plain marble mantelpiece on the E. The
smaller room at the S.W. corner is featureless.
On the first floor the drawing-room, which ran the
full width of the front of the house, has been divided
so that the fine enriched ceiling cannot be seen as
a whole. Both divisions have plain marble mantelpieces, of which the one to the W. is probably an
insertion, and enriched cornices. The back drawingroom at the S.E. corner is lit from the S. by a
Venetian window and has on the E. a mantelpiece
with stucco enrichment. The walls have a moulded
cornice, the absence of enrichment being unusual
Another room at the S.W. corner is lit from the S.
by a single window, and has on the W. a fireplace
with plain jambs and a wooden mantel. The walls
have an enriched cornice.
On the second floor there are four rooms, obviously
bedrooms. The one at the N.W. corner, which
has two windows facing N., has on the S: a bedrecess and a press. On the W. is a fireplace with
plain jambs and a wooden frieze and shelf rather
tamely enriched in stucco. The walls have a moulded
cornice. The neighbouring room at the N.E.
corner has a single window to the N. On the E.
is a mantelpiece similar in character to the last.
The walls have a moulded cornice. The bedrooms
at the two back corners each have a single window
and a fireplace with plain stone jambs. The stair
to the attic is separate, but the landing appears as a
gallery in the main staircase. Like that of Number
66 it is lit by a singularly graceful circular cupola
with an enriched coving.

133. St. Andrew Street.-St. Andrew Street,
dating from 1770 or 1771, possesses no features of
'*' In the original arrangement also there may have been
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spec~al interest.
N one
sur~Ives unaltered, their

of the original buildings
lower parts, in every case,
havmg been converted into shops. In South St.
Andrew Street there remain Numbers II-I3 and
Nu~ber 23, the ~rst built of rubble with projecting
quoms and dressmgs, the second of droved ashlar
also ,:"ith projecting quoins. These are decidedl;
supenor to the buildings in North St. Andrew
Street, Numbers 6-7, 10 and 13; but the block at
the corner of York Place, Numbers 16-19 North
St. Andrew Street and Number 3 York Place is
probably the best in the street. Although the ~ite
of. t~is co~n~r building was feued in 1775, the
eXIstmg bUlldmg may not be quite so early as that.
The building is faced with polished ashlar and its
salient corner is rounded. The back is irregular
in shape. There are four floors above the basement
and the accommodation originally consisted of
maindoor houses and flats. The central flat upon
the top floor has an admirably proportioned circular
room looking seawards. The lower floors are
exceptionally well lit as the outer walls contain no
fewer than four windows to the N., seven to the
W., seven in the round and six to the S. The
piers between the voids are no wider than pilasters,
and presumably some form of frame construction
has been used. Cornices return round the building
above the windows on the street floor and first
floor; there is another cornice at the wall-head.
The second-floor windows have moulded architraves.
134. St. David Street.-This is one of the
earliest parts of the New Town, and few of the
original buildings remain. Among the survivals
may be noted the tenement at the S. end, Numbers
?-II, at present occupied as an hotel with shops
m the lower part.'*' With its rubble masonry and
central gab let bearing a chimney, this building is
one of a type formerly very common in the southern
suburbs, and its presence here shows that the
terrace-house did not become standard until after
1773-4, the date at which it was built. Number 21
situated at the S.W. corner of St. Andrew Square:
has been considerably altered on the lower floors;
but th~ upper part, fir~t occupied by David Hume,
the phIlosopher, who dIed there in 1776, is still intact
above the modern extensions. At the N. end of the
street there are two self-contained terrace houses
Numbers 6 and 8, while Number 12 at the corne;
of the street contains flats above a maindoor house
facing Queen Street. This tenement was built by
John Brough in 1780. Numbers 3, 5, 7 and 9 on
the opposite side are main door houses and flats.
All these buildings, which stand N. of St. Andrew
Square, have fronts of droved ashlar and correspond generally with those in Queen Street and
George Street.
upper storeys,

one or more shops on the street floor and flats on the

20 3

each flat

containing about six rooms.

NEW TOWN]

HISTORICAL MONUMENTS (SCOTLAND) COMMISSION

135. 1- 4 Thistle Court.-Built in 1767, the
two pairs of modest semi-detached houses facing
one another across a garden'*' in Thistle Court are
the oldest buildings in the New Town. The pair
on the W. (Numbers 3 and 4) has been gutted and
converted into an electricity sub-station, while that
on the E. (Numbers I and 2) has become office
premises, the two houses being placed in communication by the breaking through of the mutual
gable. Behind these are low extensions on what
had previously been a small drying-green. Both
pairs of houses are rubble-built. In Numbers I and
2, where the arrangement has not been much altered,
there are two main storeys, an attic, a garret, and a
sunk cellar, the last under the W. part of the building.
In the centre of the front there are two doorways
standing side by side beneath a single triangular
pediment, and surmounted by a lamp-bracket of
wrought iron. The one to the N. gives access to
Number I and its companion to Number 2. In
either case the entrance opens into a lobby containing
a staircase at the further end and giving access to
the dining-room and kitchen on one side. In
Number I these rooms have been thrown together,
in Number 2 they remain separate. In Number 2
the dining-room, lit from the W. by two windows,
has a recess for a sideboard on the E., and on the S.
an interesting mantelpiece; this, having a grey
marble slip enclosed by a carved pine surround and
surmounted by a cornice which is also of carved pine,
contrasts with the one in the dining-room of Number
I which is of plain black marble. The walls have a
moulded cornice. The kitchen has been extended
towards the back and its fireplace has been built up.
In both houses the stairs are of stone and between
the ground and attic floors have nicely turned
balusters of wood and a mahogany rail; the flight
to the cellar has no balustrade. The cellar is small,
but it contains a compartment provided with stone
bins for wine. On the first floor of each house the
drawing-room lies above the dining-room, is lit
by two windows, and has a monumental mantelpiece
of white marble and a moulded cornice. Above the
kitchen of Number I there is a bedroom; this was
probably the original arrangement in Number 2,
where there are now two rooms above the kitchen,
of which the one at the S.E. corner of the house has
been enlarged towards the E. Each house had
three rooms on the attic floor, two facing E. and one
facing W., but in Number 2 the two W. rooms have
been combined. Each room was lit by a circular
dormer, two of which have now been replaced by
rectangular ones. The garret or 10ft of each house
is reached from a steep and narrow wooden stair.
Both garrets are low-ceiled and are lit from the
gables to N. and S.
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136. Hanover Street.-The original buildings
consisted for the most part of main door houses with
flats above them. Some have been entirely rebuilt,
but the majority have survived although in almost
every case the lower part has' been converted into a
shop and some of them now have an additional
storey. On the E. side of the street there remain
Numbers 3, 7, 21- 27, 37-4 1, 77, 79- 89, 9 1-93,
95-99, 105- 107, II5- II 7, while on the W. side
there are Numbers 4, 36-38, 44-52, 54-56, 66-68,
72-76, 80-82, 84-86, 92-98, I04-II2, II6-rr8.
The fronts, invariably of droved ashlar, are very
plain, that of Numbers 79-89 being exceptional in
having a circled bay at each end, like Numbers 39-43
Castle Street (No. 138).
137. Frederick Street.-In the 1767 version of
Craig's plan this street appears as " Queen Street"
but, at the suggestion of Sir John Pringle, physician
to George Ill, the name was altered in compliment
to Frederick, Duke of York. The buildings are
roughly contemporary with those in Hanover Street,
as more than half of them had already been erected
by 1780. The remainder approached completion
by 1795. Apart from a few self-contained houses,
they comprised maindoor houses and flats. The
majority have survived, although in many cases
the lower part has become a shop and in some
instances a storey has been added. The survivals
on the E. side include Numbers 3, 9, 15, 17, 19,
25, 27, 29-3 1, 37-39, 43-45, 47, 51-55, 57-61, and
63, while those on the W. side are Numbers 4-10,
12-16, 18, 20-22, 24, 26, 34, 42, 4 6 -5 0 , 52A , 54.
S6, 58-62, 64 and 66. Of these Numbers 12-16
and 58-62 have a circled bay at each end. Number 51
has a channel-jointed zone at the street level and a
good Doric porch; ~umber 37-39 has an Ionic
porch; while Number 45 has an Ionic arcade at
street level which, however, may not be original.
Apart from these, the house-fronts are plain, usually
faced with droved ashlar and some having projecting
quoins. Internally the houses generally resemble
those in the neighbourhood and none of them merits
a detailed description.
138. Castle Street, with some representative houses.-Castle Street was in the first
instance purely residential, although offices began
to appear at its northern and shops at its
southern end when Princes Street, which adjoins
it on the S., became the fashionable shoppingcentre of the town.
In its early days the
street consisted for the most part of maindoor houses with flats above, only a few
buildings, such as Numbers 28, 40, 48 and 52,
being self-contained terrace-houses. As these are
generally similar to houses in adjoining parts of the
New Town, and as most of the flatted houses do

• The titles record a draw-well, called the Obelisk Well, in the garden.
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not differ essentially from others in the neighbourhood, neither of these classes requires particular
description. In North Castle Street, however, there
are six blocks of a different type-four on the E.
side, Numbers 39-43, 45-49, SI-55 and 57-61, and
two on the W. side, Numbers 42-46, and 54-58.
Each accommodates two maindoor houses, consisting
of basement, street and first floors with two double
flats above, and has a round bay at either end of
its fac;ade (Figs. 371-2). The blocks are not identical.
There are minor differences in the fashion of the
entrances; the northernmost on the E. side, Numbers
57-61, has a blind balustrade below the first-floor
windows; • while the southernmost on the same
side, Numbers 39-43, is wider than the others and
is the most elaborate of all, the central part of its
fac;ade being "palace-form" (Fig. 371). The
southern of its two maindoor houses, which was
erected in 1793 by Robert Wright and James
McKain, masons in Edinburgh, is of special interest
as having been the home of Sir Waiter Scott from
1802 until 1826.'" It appears that the feu-charter
of this property was granted in 1795 by the Town
to the Rev. Mr. J ames Brown, t minister of Newbattle;
from whom Sir Waiter purchased the house in
1802; he left it on March IS, 1826. 1
The fac;ade of the block is of ashlar, rusticated on
the basement floor, channel-jointed at street level,
and polished above. Each storey is defined by a
belt and the first floor is emphasised by the continuation of the sill course of its windows without
interruption across the front. The central part of
the front is advanced, and is adorned with four
fluted, composite pilasters which rise from a blind
balustrade below the first-floor windows and support
an entablature and pediment. The architrave is
carried across the whole front.
The entrance to Number 39, situated beside the
S. bay, opens into a short vestibule which leads
through an archway into the staircase beyond. The
staircase gives access to four rooms at this level.
The largest of these is the dining-room at the S.W.
corner of the building. This has a circled end
containing three windows facing W. On the S.
is a painted wooden mantelpiece with a semi-shaft
at each side, enclosing a marble slip. The walls
have dado panelling and an enriched cornice. A
doorway at the S.E. corner leads to Sir WaIter's
study, which has a circled end containing a Venetian
window facing E. On the S. is a mantlepiece
generally similar to the one in the dining-room.
The walls have dado panelling and an enriched
cornice. On the N. side of the vestibule is a small
waiting-room and behind this is a room at the N.E.
corner which may have been enlarged by taking

in a cupboard at the W. end. Each of these rooms
is lit by a single window, and neither contains
anything of special interest.
On the basement floor the house is divided in
two by a straight passage running from front to
back. This gives access to a room at each corner
of the house as well as to store-rooms. The scaleand-platt stair which rises from the street floor to
the one above has moulded balusters of cast-iron
and a mahogany rail. The half-landing is lit by a
Venetian window enclosed by fluted pilasters. The
first-floor landing, which has an enriched ceiling,
gives access to four rooms and a deep cupboard.
The front drawing-room, situated at the S.W.
corner, has three windows in its circled W. end.
At the E. end is a recess, framed by pilasters and an
entablature, where folding doors once opened into
the back drawing-room. On the S. is a plain marble
mantelpiece. The walls have an enriched cornice.
At the N.E. corner is a doorway opening into a
bedroom over the vestibule and waiting-room. This
is lit from the W. by two windows and has a plain
marble mantelpiece on the N. The walls have an
enriched cornice. Between this room and another
bedroom at the S.E. corner runs the cupboard
previously mentioned. The S.E. room has a single
window facing E., and on the N. a fireplace with
plain stone jambs. The back drawing-room at the
S.W. corner has a circled end containing a Venetian
window facing E. On the S. is a plain mantelpiece
of black marble. The walls have an enriched cornice.
The corresponding house, Number 43, at the
N. end of the block was purchased on completion
by Alexander Nairn, a bank accountant. Since then
it has been enlarged, in the first place by the building
of an extension in the back garden and in the second
by the inclusion of the flat above, i.e. the N. flat
entered from the common stair, Number 41;
but for the purpose of this article the properties
will be described as though they had remained
separate. The entrance to Number 43, situated
beside the bay on the N., opens into a vestibule
with an enriched ceiling and a graceful fanlight
over the glazed doors at the inner end which open
into the staircase. The vestibule gives access on the
S. to a waiting-room lit by a single window facing
W. and having on the S. a fireplace with plain stone
jambs surmounted by a wooden frieze and cornice
with stucco enrichment. The walls have a dado
rail and a moulded cornice. The staircase gives
access to three rooms on this floor as well as to the
extension behind. The original dining-room at
the N.W. corner of the house has three windows
facing W. in the circled end. On the N . is a monumental mantelpiece of black marble. The walls
have an enriched cornice and a dado rail. The

• On the front is a tablet inscribed, evidently in error,

t He also owned the two flats entered from the common
stair Number 41.

IN THIS HOUSE / SIR WALTER SCOTT / LIVED FROM 1798 TO
1826.
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room at the N.E., probably the study, has a single
window facing E.; its shutters conceal a small
aumbry in one jamb. A doorway on the left of the
window opens into the modern extension and
balances the entrance to a press at the N.W. corner.
On the N. is a pine mantelpiece with stucco enrichment. The walls have an enriched cornice. The
room at the S.E. corner, which has been extended
by including a cupboard on the W., is lit from the
E. by one window. On the S. is a fireplace with plain
stone jambs. The walls have an enriched cornice.
The service stair leads from the street floor to the
basement, where an unusually wide passage divides
the house from back to front and gives access to
four habitable rooms and several store-rooms.
The stair from the street floor to the first floor is of
scale-and-platt type with stone steps, a cast-iron
balustrade and a mahogany rail. The half-landing
is lit from the E. by a Venetian window framed by
fluted pilasters, but the top of the window is partly
covered by a modern wooden extension of the
stair, constructed when the N. flat of Number 41
was combined with this house. There are four
rooms on the first floor of Number 43. The drawingroom at the N .W. corner has three windows in the
circled W. end. On the N. is a good mantelpiece
of white marble with a flattened shaft at each side.
The walls have dado panelling and an enriched
cornice. The room to the S.W., which extends
over the vestibule and the waiting-room, has two
windows facing W. On the S. is a pine mantelpiece
with stucco enrichment, enclosing a marble slip.
At the S.E. corner is a deep L-shaped cupboard.
The N.E. room has a single window facing E., and
on the N. a plain mantelpiece of wood. At the
N.E. corner is a cupboard formed in an extension
behind. The walls have a dado rail and an enriched
cornice. The S.E. room, which has a single window
facing E., seems to have been enlarged by taking
in a cupboard on the W . The fireplace on the
S. has plain stone jambs. The walls have a dado
rail and an enriched cornice.
The second and attic floors of the building are
occupied by the two flats which enter from the
common stair, Number 41; although the N. flat
has been placed in direct communication with
Number 43 by the provision of an internal stair,
it can still be entered, as formerly, from the common
stair. On its lower floor this N. flat has four rooms.
The finishings of the two principal rooms are superior
to those in the corresponding rooms of the adjoining
dwellings. The drawing-room at the N.W. corner
has three windows in the circled W. end. At the
opposite end there is a stately arcade of composite
pilasters and shafts, constructed of wood and surmounted by a modelled plaster cornice. This
arcade probably framed double doors opening into
the back drawing-room. On the N. is a plain
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mantelpiece of black marble flanked on its left side
by a press. The walls have dado panelling and an
enriched cornice. The back drawing-room at the
N.E. corner has a three-light window facing E.
On the N. is a monumental mantelpiece of grey
marble. The walls have a heavily enriched cornice.
The dining-room, on the S. of the drawing-room,
has two windows facing W. The walls have dado
panelling, above which there are stiles of pine
framing plaster panels, and an enriched plaster
cornice. Flanking the entrance are two roundheaded display-cupboards and above it is a circular
panel, probably intended for a borrowed light.
At the S.E. corner of the flat is the kitchen, somewhat smaller than it was originally, off which there
is access to a coal cellar beneath the stair which
rises to the attic. A pantry has been removed to
make way for the modern stair from Number 43.
The original internal stair leads to the attic where
there are four rooms, none of particular interest,
in addition to a lavatory and a lumber room.
The flat in the S. half of the building contains
four rooms on the lower floor in addition to the
staircase and a pantry. The drawing-room, which
occupies the S.W. corner, has a circled W. end
containing three windows. The mantelpiece on the
S. is modern. The walls have dado panelling and
an enriched cornice. The study on the N. of the
drawing-room has two windows facing W., and on
the N. a pine mantelpiece with stucco enrichment.
The walls have dado panelling and an enriched
cornice. The dining-room at the S.E. corner has a
circled E. end containing a Venetian window. The
mantelpiece on the S. is modern. The walls have
dado panelling and an enriched cornice. The
kitchen is situated at the N.E. corner, the pantry
between it and the dining-room. From this floor a
scale-and-platt stair, lit from the roof by a square
cupola, leads to the attic where there are four bedrooms and a bathroom, all of which have been
modernised and improved.
1 The Journal of Sir Waiter Seott (ed. Douglas),
i, p. 155.

139. Charlotte Street.-Charlotte Street shows
less alteration than the other cross-streets, yet even
here the lower parts of Numbers 5 and 6 North
Charlotte Street and of Number 3 South Charlotte
Street have been converted into shops. The
buildings that survive intact, Numbers I, 2, 3 and
4 North Charlotte Street and Numbers 5-9, 10,
I I, and IS South Charlotte Street, either selfcontained or main-door dwellings with flats above,
are uniform terrace-houses. The street floor is
invariably channel-jointed and the superstructure is
of droved ashlar. The first-floor windows of
Number IS have moulded architraves and cornices.
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140. Charlotte Square.-This square, the
principal feature of the New Town, stands partly
on the "parks" that the Town Council had
purchased in 1744 from the creditors of Thomas
Allan, Dean of Guild, and partly on land acquired
by excambion or exchange from Thomas Erskine,
Lord Alva, for the purpose of completing the site.
Under the name of St. George's Square it appears
an an integral part of Craig's plan of 1767 for the
New Town, halancing St. Andrew's Square at the
E. end of George Street. But in 1786 the Town
Council agreed to alter the name to Charlotte
Square-though less perhaps, from motives of
loyalty towards Queen Charlotte than in order to
avoid confusion, as the enterprising builder, James
Brown, had by that time named his new square
on the S. side of the town (p. 1xxv) after his brother
George.* By 1788 it seemed doubtful whether
Craig's plan for the proposed square could actually
be carried out as the Earl of Moray, the adjoining
proprietor on the N., held a servitude which precluded the Town and their vassals from building
within 90 ft. of his boundary. Although it was
foreseen that the Square could not be finished
until this serviture expired-it was not extinguished
until 1803-the Town nevertheless decided to
proceed with the work. In the first place they
commissioned Robert Adam, the most eminent
Scots architect of the day, to design elevations to
which feuars would have to conform; for this
Adam was to be paid a fee of £200 in addition to
five guineas for each individual house that he planned
in detail. These elevations, which are still preserved
in the City Chambers, have a monumental dignity
achieved through fine proportion and symmetry of
parts, the N. side of the square being identical with
the S. and the E. side with the W. The work was
carried out substantially in accordance with Adam's
drawings, adherence to which was enforced in the
Court of Session as late as 181 I when one of the
feuars attempted to depart from them. As a result,
Charlotte Square ranks as one of the major achievements in European civic architecture of the period.
The principal departure from Adam's scheme was
the re-designing of St. George's Church (No. 124)
by Robert Reid, which introduced an arresting discord,
and a minor deviation was the omission from the N.
and S. sides of the return ends by means of which
Adam had proposed to screen the backs of these
blocks; but in point of fact not a single house in
the Square has been built in precise conformity with
Adam's design, the windows, roofs and chimneystalks being all higher than he intended.
Robert Adam died in 1792, the year in which
feuing opened, and his brother and partner J ames
in 1794, with the result that when the work progressed their designs had to be carried out by other
• GEORGE'S SQUARE
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architects. Robert Reid, Alexander Stevens and
J ames Tait are among those known to have been
concerned. The N. side of the Square was built first.
David Hay, a builder, receiving £10 · from the
Town in 1794 as a premium for being the first feuar
to complete and roof his house. While some feuars.
like Hay, took up stances with an eye to a profit,
others did so with the intention of building residences
for their own occupation.
The Square is a rectangle, measuring 500 ft.
along each side, with a garden in the centre. The
area that it encloses was levelled in 1803 by soldiers
of the Inverness-shire Regiment, whose commanding
officer, General Alexander Dirom, built Number IS
for his own use, receiving his feu-charter from the
Town in 1808 after the completion of his house.
Into the Square at its corners lead North Charlotte
Street on the N .E., South Charlotte Street on the
S.E., Hope Street on the S.W., and Glenfinlas
Street on the N.W., the last representing a former
entrance to Lord Moray's property. George Street.
entering in the middle of the E. side, opens a view,
across the garden, of St. George's Church (No. IZ4}
standing on an island site flanked by footways in
the middle of the W. side. Young Street and Rose
Street, two minor accesses running parallel to
George Street, enter the Square at the inner ends
of North and South Charlotte Streets.
The N. and S. sides of the Square are designed as
single units while the two longer sides each comprise
two units. On all four sides the elevations have
three main storeys with an attic and a basement
concealed by a front area, and at Numbers I, 2,
8, 10 and I I, where the ground falls sharply to
the N., there are also sub-basements. As elsewhere
in the New Town, the attics were originally lit by
roof-lights in front, dormer windows in that position
being expressly prohibited in the conditions of
feuing; but latterly this restriction was not enforced
and a number of houses have either had their wallheads raised or dormers added (i.e. Numbers 13-19.
22, 24-26, ·29, 34-38, 41-43 and 45). All such
additions have been removed from the N. side at
the instance of the several proprietors, and the
Square is now safeguarded from injurious alteration
in the future under the Edinburgh Town Planning
(Charlotte Square) Scheme Order, 1930.
The specifications laid down that the houses were
to be built of stone from Craigleith quarry, but
from 1805 onwards builders were allowed to substitute stone from Redhall. While the back walls
are of rubble the fronts and exposed sides are of
ashlar, rock-faced on the basement, channel-jointed
on the street floor and polished above that level.
The N. fas:ade is advanced at the centre and at
each end, the projections being more richly treated
than the parts recessed; but the elevation is tied

can still be seen painted on the S.E. corner of George Square.
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.togeth er by a belt above the channe l-jointe d zone,
by continu ous sill-courses above the belt, and by a
continu ous block-c ornice. Finally, apart from the
appeara nce of the party-sk ews upon its surface, the
roof runs in a continu ous line between the termina l
blocks which, with their pyrami dal roofs, appropriately close the composition. The central feature
(Fig. 373) has a wing at each side, and is thus built
" palace form " to use the language of the period.
Its entranc e is recessed within a round arch while
. the windows on each side have channe l-jointe d lintels.
Above the zone of channe l-jointin g Corinth ian shafts
rise from short pedesta ls through two storeys to
capitals carved with acanthu s leaves and lion masks,
each of the wings having two shafts and the centrepiece four. On the capitals rests a frieze enriche d
with flutes in the recessed parts and with foliage
on the projections, except at the centre where
there is a horizon tal panel with guttae below it.
The centre-p iece is surmou nted by a raking pedime nt
attache d at the sides to horizon tal pedime nts or
attics, on which Adam had intende d statues to be
placed; these attics are repeate d above the wings,
the ones in that position being enriche d with carved
festoons. Above the recessed parts of the composition
the attics are replaced by open balustra des. The shaft
pedesta ls are also linked togethe r by balustra des, within which rise the first-floor window s; both in the
central bay and in the recesses at its sides the
Venetia n windows are recessed and arched, and thus
contras t with the plain windows, each surmou nted by a
circula r panel carved with a female head, of the side
bays and wings. The second-floor windows are plain.
The tympan um of the pedime nt contain s a rounde!.
On the termina l blocks at the ends of the fac;:ade
the channel -jointed zone forms a base for broad
pilasters, with fluted capitals, which are linked
togethe r by a balustra de and rise through two
The entabla ture,
storeys to the entabla ture.
togethe r with its blocking course, is returne d above
the pilasters. The central part of the blocking
course is enriche d with festoons and is surmou nted
by a sphinx, no doubt comme moratin g the Battle
of the Nile, to which the pyrami dal roof which
On the S.
rises behind it forms a backgro und.
side of the Square, otherwi se identical with the
N . side, the sphinxe s are omitted . At street level
there are three arched, recessed opening s in the
channe l-jointin g, a central entranc e flanked by two
windows. On the first floor there is a central
Venetia n window, set in an arched recess, and on
either side of this a window with back-se t and
moulde d margins, carved trusses and a moulde d
cornice . The second-floor windows are plain and
have separat e sills. In the recessed parts of the
fac;:ade, that is in the portion s between the centrepiece and the termina l blocks, the doorways and the
window s at street-l evel are all arched and recessed,
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while the upper windows are plain. The tall lampstandar ds of wrough t iron which flank all but one
of the entranc es are provide d with extingu ishers
for the torches of the link-boys who accompanied
night-fa rers before street-l ighting came into use;
much of this iron work, however, is a restoration.
Adam's design for the side elevations of the N.
range was only carried out at the S.E. corner (Fig.
374) and that in an abbrevi ated manner . Here the
channel -jointed zone is returne d, while the central
part of the gable is set forward above it to corresp ond
with the pilasters returne d at each end, and is
surmou nted above the entabla ture by a balustra de
which is penetra ted at the centre by a chimne ystalk enriche d with a fluted panel. At the street
level there is a central arched entranc e with a
moulde d impost. This impost is carried across
the side of the block except where interrup ted by
two windows which flank the entranc e. On the
first floor there are three arched and recessed windows
with hood-m oulding s and a broad impost, the
latter, which is enriche d with flutes and roundels,
extendi ng from one pilaster to the other and returnin g
In the windowwhere the gable is advanced.
breasts there are blind balustrades with a continu ous
cornice . The second-floor windows are plain and
have separate sills; the one in the centre is flanked
on each side by a roundel enriche d with rays and
festoons . It may be mention ed that the souther n most
windows on the street floor and first floor were
built as blind window s and have recently been
opened out. The details given above also apply to
the fac;:ade of the S. range, but not to its sideelevations which are very bald.
On the E. and W. sides of the Square the units
of design are shorter than on the N. side, for while
the wings and termina l blocks are repeate d for the
sake of uniform ity the centre-p iece is omitted to
avoid overloading the composition. They also
differ in arrange ment on the two sides of the square.
The unit on the E. side has a width of three windows
between the wings, the recessed parts on either
side of the wings having a width of four windows,
but on the W. there is room for five windows between
the wings and for three in the recessed parts. Moreover, from 1803 onward s feuars on the W. side
were allowed to build larger window s than had
been permitt ed in the older portions of the Square.
Nor are these the only differences. On the E.
side pilasters are omitted from the termina l blocks,
these blocks bear two panels carved with swags,
and there are also Venetian windows at street- and
first-floor levels; while the first-floor windows between
the wings have moulde d margins and cornices.
On the W. side, however, the termina l blocks have
pilasters, and their central windows on the first
floor are single lights set within arched recesses,
while between the wings there is a pillared porch
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sheltering two entrances below and surmounted by a
balcony within which a large Venetian window rises
through two storeys. The frieze above this window
bears a central horizontal panel and is enriched on
each side with fluting.
Apart from the houses at the centres and ends
of the N. and S. sides, the buildings in the Square
are fairly uniform in size having a frontage of about
32 ft. 6 in. and a depth of about 50 ft. 6 in.; those
at the centres are wider while the end houses are
more cramped. All have sunk basements looking
out on a garden at the back and opening into an
area in front where there are cellars for fuel below
the street pavement and, in three instances, wine
cellars as well. On the basement floor a central
passage runs from front to back and gives access
to a room at each corner of the building as well as
to store-rooms and a wine cellar situated in the
body of the house. The larger room at the back is
usually the kitchen, the smaller one and the two
front rooms being for the servants' use. Where a
wash-house and laundry have been provided
internally they are situated in a sub-basement. At
street level the house is divided on one side from
front to back into three compartments, vestibule,
staircase and parlour, and on the other into two
for the dining-room and the library. The vestibule
invariably has a graceful fanlight above the front
door, and there is usually another above the glazed
door opposite which admits to the staircase. The
walls of the vestibule are sometimes panelled in
plaster (Numbers 3, 8, 33 and 34) in other cases
they are arcaded (Numbers 2, 5 and 13) or have a
niche for a bust (Numbers 25-7 and 33), but in the
majority of cases they are plain. The ceiling may
be enriched (e.g. Numbers I, 2, 6, 16, etc.). The
staircase is lit from above by a cupola in the roof
and this is invariably singled out for decorative
treatment in plaster. The stair, which has hanging
steps of stone, an iron balustrade (Fig. 386) and
a wreathed handrail of mahogany, is geometric
in some houses and of the scale-and-platt type in
others. From the staircase access is obtained to
three rooms on the street floor. Of these the principal
one is the dining-room which may either be at the
front or the back of the house and can usually be
identified by the sideboard recess formed in the
wall facing the two windows (Numbers 1-5, etc.).
The walls of the dining-room generally have a low
dado panelling of pine, sometimes surmounted by
plaster panelling (Numbers 3, 8, 33 and 34), and
the cornice is always enriched, the mouldings and
enrichment in the case of the earlier houses being
lighter than in those built later. The ceiling may be
decorated after the fashion popularised by Robert
Adam (Numbers 5, 6 and 8). The mantelpiece,
situated in one or other of the mutual gables, is
generally of marble and may either be monumental
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(Fig. 39) or provided with pilasters or shafts accompanied by carved rosettes or by sculptured panels
on the frieze (Fig. 40). But in some dining-rooms
the mantelpiece is of pine, sometimes carved with
ornaments in relief but more commonly moulded in
stucco (Fig. 46).
Similar enrichment in stucco
sometimes occurs on the door-heads. The doors
themselves, the shutters of the windows, and the
dado panelling are invariably of Memel pine. As
a rule the library is very similar in treatment to the
dining-room; the parlour, on the other hand, which
generally communicates either with the library or
with the dining-room, is more simply treated, and
is always a small room, lit by a single window, and
so lofty that in some cases its upper part has been
shut off as a cloak-room or pantry with access from
the staircase. The walls may have a dado rail.
The cornice is moulded but not enriched.
The
mantelpiece is plain, althou!!h ~ometimes of marble.
On the first floor there are four rooms at most,
the drawing-room and back drawing-room respectively above the dining-room and the library, and
two small rooms, bedrooms or boudoirs, above the
vestibule and parlour; but sometimes there are
only three rooms at this level, in which case the
drawing-room occupies the full width of the house,
looking usually to the front but sometimes to the
back (Numbers 8, 10 and II) . Drawing-room and
back drawing-room frequently communicate with
each other, and sometimes with the smaller rooms
also, an arrangement probably dictated by the
custom of holding balls and "routs" at home.
The drawing-room often has dado panelling, sometimes surmounted by plaster panelling. The cornice
is always enriched, and in some cases the ceiling
is decorated in the Adam fashion (Numbers I, 6,
8 and 23). In one or other of the mutual gables
there is a handsome mantelpiece, most commonly
of white marble (Fig. 53), which is sometimes inlaid
with coloured marble. The majority are decorated
with columns. The finest drawing-room is that of
Number 6 (Fig. 52).
The back drawing-room may sometimes be as
richly treated as its neighbour, but is plainer more
often than not. Enriched ceilings are less common,
and the mantelpiece may be of pine with stucco
enrichment and not of marble. The inner end of
the room may be circled, however, as at Numbers
6 and 20, while General Dirom set a new fashion
in projecting the outer end of the back drawingroom at Number 18 in a circular bay. In Numbers
27, 28 and 29 the circular bay has been adopted
for the small room beside the back drawing-room,
but normally this small room is plainly finished,
with a simple mantelpiece and a cornice lacking
enrichment.
On the second floor there are four bedrooms.
The two principal rooms are generally provided
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with deep hanging-presses and have mantelpieces
of marble, while the other fireplaces have plain
stone jambs enclosed by a simple wooden moulding.
The attic, which is usually reached from the secondfloor landing by a separate wooden stair, contains
either three or four camp-ceiled bedrooms; although
the back rooms may be lit by dormers those in front
only had skylights in the first instance. Most attic
rooms have fireplaces with plain stone jambs, but
these were probably seldom used as every scuttle
. of coal had to be carried up more than a hundred
steps from the basement. Water similarly had to
be carried upstairs by hand, for it was not until
1819-21 that a gravitation supply was introduced.
The only sanitary provision seems to have been a
privy situated sometimes under the stair leading to
the basement. The primitive bathrooms which
existed until recently in Numbers 24 and 28 are
unlikely to have been original.
141. Heriot Row, with a representative
house.-In building the New Town the Corporation
spent large sums in making new streets-Hanover
Street, Frederick Street and Castle Street-which,
on completion, opened up communication with the
neighbouring lands on the N., the property of the
Governors of Heriot's Hospital (No. 56). These
lands thus became ripe for development. Accordingly,
about the beginning of the 19th century the
Governors had a feuing-plan of the area prepared
by Reid and Sibbald 1 This scheme was on the
lines of Craig's plan (p. !xxiii), but in it the rigidity
of Craig's " grid-iron" was tempered by the introduction of curved lines. As happened in the case
of Craig's scheme, where Princes Street, originally a
subsidiary street, became the principal thoroughfare,
so in this extension of the town Heriot Row and
its continuation Abercromby Place became more
important than Great King Street with its terminals,
Royal Circus and Drummond Place. For the
Heriot Row properties feu-charters were granted at
various dates from 1803 onwards. The earliest
part of the street is the stretch between Hanover
and Frederick Streets. This has been designed as a
unit with central and terminal blocks of five storeys,
each bearing a pediment and entablature. The
houses between these blocks originally had a storey
less, but many of them have subsequently been
raised in height, as may be seen by reference to
Kirkwood's elevation map of 1819.
Number 5 Heriot Row may be taken as typical of
the terrace-houses in this street·. It was already
built and in occupation by 1805, the feu-charter
being granted in 1808. The front is of ashlar,
rock-faced on the basement floor, channel-jointed
at the street level, and polished on the superstructure. The garret, as in the case of the neigh-

bouring houses, has been replaced by a full storey,
and the original wall-head is marked by a moulded
cornice which now returns above the first-floor
windows. There is an upper cornice at the later
wall-head. The first-floor windows have moulded
architraves and cornices; the other windows are
plain. The entrance, situated at the S.E. corner,
opens into a vestibule with an enriched ceiling
and a" festooned frieze. The walls are panelled
in plaster above the dado rail, the E. wall also
bearing a plaque with figures in relief and the W.
wall containing a niche surmounted by festoons. A
pillared arcade at the N. end of the vestibule screens
the staircase beyond, from which the three rooms
on the street floor are entered. The one at the
S.W. corner of the house is the library. This has
two windows facing S. On the W. is the ·fireplace
with a particularly good carved mantelpiece of pine
which, however, is understood to have replaced an
original mantelpiece of marble. The walls have dado
panelling, plaster panelling and an enriched cornice.
The dining-room occupies the N.W. corner of the
house. Its N. end is circled, while the S. end contains a deep recess for a sideboard. On the W. is a
pine mantelpiece with stucco enrichment, which may
also be a replacement. The walls have dado panelling,
plaster panelling, and an enriched cornice. The third
room, at the N.E. corner, was originally a small
dressing-room. This has become a service pantry.
The basement floor, devoted to the kitchen and
servants' quarters, is of no special interest. The
first floor has three rooms, of which the drawingroom, situated above the vestibule and library, is
the largest. It is L-shaped and is lit from the
S. by three windows. On the W. is a carved mantelpiece of pine as fine as that in the library and likewise,
it is understood, an insertion. The walls have
plaster panelling and an enriched cornice. Above
the dining-room there is the principal bedroom,
which also has a circled N. end. On the W. the
original mantelpiece of white marble is intact. The
walls have dado panelling. Above the pantry there
is a dressing-room which has been converted into
a bathroom. On the second floor there are two
bedrooms over the drawing-room, a third over the
principal bedroom having, like it, a circled N. end,
and a fourth room at the N.E. corner with a bathroom
beside it. None is of any special interest. The
staircase is spacious. Below the first-floor landing
it is enriched with a band bearing lion-masks an~
surmounted by niches.
A similar band occurs
below the second-floor landing.
The circular
cupola by which the staircase is lit is enriched with
plaques. The scale-and-platt stair has stone steps,
cast-iron balusters and a mahogany rail.
1 Edinburgh 1329-1929, p. 408.

• This building was divided into fiats while the foregoing
account was in the press ; the description remains valid,

however, as that of a typical house of the period in
question.
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1~~ . St. James' Square.-This square was
traditIOnally a Jacobite nest, and is said to have been
called after the Chevalier St. George, son of J ames
VII and 11, who died in 1766; but the name is
more probably that of Captain James Ferguson, R.N.,
brother of the proprietor. It is situated on the
eminence formerly known as Moultrie's Hill, on the
E. of the area dealt with in Craig's plan for the
New Town, from which it was separated by the
property of Sir Laurence Dundas (No. 127). The
sit~ ha~ bee~ acquired in 1762 by Walter Ferguson,
wnter m Edmbu~gh, who decided in 1773 to build
a square 1. upon hiS ground and commissioned Craig
to pla~ it. Ferguson's scheme was opposed by the
Supen?rs,. the Governors of Heriot's Hospital, who
took him mto court, ~n~t he won his case. Taking
adva?tage of the deCISIOn, Robert Gray, a neighbourmg vassal, thereupon built the S. side of South
St. J ames' Street, which became the E. outlet from
the proposed square. While the foundation stone of
the first building was being laid a salute was fired
from the Castle to celebrate the "victory" of Bunker
Hil!, fought in June 1775; and the new street,
which was a steep incline, thereafter became
popularly known as " Bunker's Hill " and it is thus
identified o~ Ainslie's map. This map indicates
that three sides of the new square had been built
by 1780, the year of publication, and the legend
" St. James Square 1779" may be seen carved on
Number 5,* the house at the S.E. corner of the
square, adjoining the W. end of South St. James'
Street: It was not until 1784, however, that the
Supenors g.ranted a feu-charter of this property,
to a certam Thomas Robertson.
Robertson's
building, now incorporated with Number 4 was
originally a self-contained house of a base~ent
three main storeys and an attic. The front is of
droved ashlar and has a panelled pilaster at each
end; the central chimney-stalk is modern. The
windows of the street floor and of the second floor
have back-set margins, while the first-floor windows
have moulded architraves and cornices. The roof is
a mansard.
The other buildings on this side of the square,
Numbers 1-4, have plainer fronts and form a single
block in which Numbers I and 2 together correspond
to Number 4, so that Number 3 is central. With the
exceptio~ ?f the last, which has an extra storey,
these bUlldmgs have three main storeys and mansard
roofs.
The five buildings on the W. side of the square
have been converted into an annexe of the Register
House (No. 129). The buildings on the N. side of
the square are maindoor houses and flats, most of
them having a rounded projection at the back.
They have four storeys, an attic and a basement.
The fronts are plain, the masonry in most cases
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being either droved or bush-hammered.
Two
fronts are channel-jointed on the street floor, while
two others have dressed quoins. The feu-charters
of these properties were granted in 1783 and 1784.
T~e E. side. of the square is the latest part and
consists of a smgle block, Numbers 6-15, of maindoor houses and flats. The front is of droved
ashlar. The central bay, in which there is a central
staircase, has a basement and four main storeys
wh~le the side bays have a storey less; but here,
agam, the roofs are mansards. This block was
built by Robert Wemyss, whose feu-charter was
granted in 1786. It is shown in being on Arnot's
map of 1787.2
1 O.E.C., ii, p. 170.
2 History, p. 233.

143.

1-4 Gayfield Place.-An exceptionally
of early 19th-century housing,
compnsmg mamdoor houses and flats, is provided
by the shapely block on the W. side of Leith Walk
(Fig. 392). This has been attributed l to an architect
named Weir, who in all probability was also responsible for. the spire of St .. Cu.thbert's Church (No. 125).
The deSign has somethmg m common with that of the
N.E. side of St. James' Square, built about 1784;
but, on the evidence of Ainslie's map, Gayfield Place
wa.s still incomplete in 1804, the N .E. part of the site
bemg vacant. The front of the block is advanced at
the centre and at each end, where there are rounded
bays towards the street; and similar bays project
from the back, respectively at the centre of the
building and at its N.W. corner. In all there are four
main storeys, with an attic, a basement and a subbasement. While the masonry of the back of the
building is rubble, that of the front and sides is
ashlar, for the most part droved, but channel-jointed
on the street floor towards the front and S. side. Each
storey is defined on the front by a belt, but at the bays
the two upper belts have been omitted. On the street,
first and second floors, the front bays are lit by
Venetian windows. On the attic floor the centre part
of the front rises above the rest, is surmounted by a
cornice with a triangular pediment at each end, and
has a fan-shaped window at each side. With the
exception of two round-arched doorways the other
openings are lintelled. The southern of these two
doorways has a keystone carved with a heroic head in
relief. The doorway in the centre of the front has a
moulded architrave and cornice and is approached by
a bridge crossing the front area. At the outer end of
the bridge there are two moulded piers.
The flats and houses are commodious, having large
well-shaped rooms; but none of these deserves
special notice.
1 Transactions
of the Edinburgh Architectural
Association, ii, p. 220.
favour~~le exa~ple

• The architect was probably Thomas Hill, cf. P.S.A.S., xii (1876-8), p. 184.
2II
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144. George Square-This is the earliest, as
well as the largest of the Georgian squares of Edinburgh, having been begun about 1766 and completed
about 1785 (p. lxxv). Built on the grounds of
Lady Ross's house, which fell gently towards the
Meadows on the S., it measures about 516 ft. from
N.N.W. to S.S.E. by 663 ft. from E.N.E. to W.S.W.
There is an access at each corner, and originally
each side was divided by a lane or street of which
there survive only Windmill Street on the E. and
the nameless lane on the S. leading into Buccleuch
Place and North Meadow Walk. The square
provided sixty building-stances in all, roughly
fifteen on each side. These lots average 30 ft . in
frontage and are sufficiently deep to leave room for
back gardens with accesses both from the houses
and from a lane. In the central area there is a
common garden four and a half acres in extent.
Most of the houses are self-contained, terracehouses comprising a sunk floor, three upper floors
and an attic, the latest buildings-those situated
at the E. end of the S. ·side-having in addition a
cellarage and, in one case, a double attic, making
seven storeys in all. In seven cases, however, the
building consists of a main-door house with a flat
or flats above it. The earlier houses, namely those
remaining on the N. side and on the W. side up
to Number 27, with Number 60 at the N. end of the
E. side, are built of Craigmillar stone in all its
various hues, relieved by dark-coloured" sneckings "
in the characteristic manner of Michael Naysmith.
From Number 28 to Number 59 the fronts are
of Craigleith ashlar, sometimes polished but more
commonly droved. In all cases the backs are of rubble.
There is considerable diversity in the several
house-fronts, always subordinated, however, to the
architectural unity of the Square as a whole. The
entrances invariably have handsome doorways, in
one or other of the versions of the Classic orders
favoured at the time, and Numbers 25 and 29
have good fanlights above the doors. Some houses
show a neat moulded cornice and rusticated quoins.
Considerable use is made of stone belts to counteract
the vertical lines of the Georgian windows. As
regards the fenestration, the windows of Number 60
represent the most interesting arrangement. Number
IS has an early and interesting bay-window looking
out on its garden.
Internally the houses are well planned and contain
spacious and dignified rooms. Most of them
retain their Georgian mantelpieces. Number 52 has
wall-paintings by Paul Delacour which the owners
have papered over. One or two houses have enriched plaster friezes which are probably original
although the enriched plaster ceiling in the diningroom of Number 25 may be modern. The woodwork of doors, shutters, dado panelling, etc., is all
of the highest quality.
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145. 64 St. Leonard's Street.-Attheentrance
to the coal depot of St. Leonard's Station is an
unusually well preserved 18th-century house, which
still commands an exceptional view of Salisbury
Crags and Arthur's Seat from its front windows.
It is oblong on plan and contains a cellarage and
three upper floors. The masonry is rubble covered
with .cement, the chamfered and back-set dressings
being left exposed. The skew-puts are scrolled.
A central gablet, surmounted by a chimney-stalk,
rises above the front eaves. The entrance doorway,
which is immediately below the gab let, has a moulded
architrave and is surmounted by a panel displaying
a coronet from which a demi-peacock issues, with
the initials C, Wand M, and the date 1734, below.
The initials are those of William Clifton, . Solicitor
of Excise, and his wife Mary. The crest is that of
the Clifton family of Nottinghamshire. Clifton
acquired the property in 1734 and apparently built
the house before 1736.1 The entrance opens into
a small panelled entrance-hall, at the back of which a
geometrical staircase with twisted mahogany balusters
rises to the upper floors while a second flight descends
to the cellarage. On either side of this vestibule is a
single room. With two exceptions the rooms still
retain their panelling of pine.
1 a.E.c., xxiv, p. 225.
146. "Castle of Clouts," 104 St. Leonard's
Street.-This rubble-built tenement of three
storeys and an attic, which stands beside the
entrance to Park Brewery, takes its name from
the calling of its first proprietor, a wealthy tailor
called Hunter, whose shop was in the Lawnmarket. The house consists of an oblong main
block, running N. and S. and surmounted
on the W. by a central gablet, and a rectangular
central wing projecting on the E. to contain
the newel-stair by which the upper floors are
reached. This wing has recently been extended
in brickwork to the N. to provide accommodation
for lavatories. The entrance, which is intact, has a
moulded architrave, and the lintel curves upwards at
the centre. A projecting panel above it is covered by
the modern brickwork, but the date 1724, the year in
which the land was acquired, can still be seen cut on
the masonry between this panel and the lintel.
The lowest floor of the building has been remodelled as a public-house. On each of the upper
floors there was originally a flat of four rooms.
Although the flats have now been subdivided, some
of the rooms still retain their original stone fireplaces, moulded with a small, quirked, edge-roll,
together with remnants of panelling of a late type.
147. Vaulted basement, 67 St. Leonard's
Hil1.-In the courtyard at the back of Number
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67 St. Leonard's Hill, there is an oblong vault,
dating to all appearance from the 17th century,
which now supports one of the sheds of
the J ames Clark School.
The structure is
of rubble and runs roughly N. and S., one end
containing the entrance and the other a window;
bllt neither opening is original as it now stands.
There is an aumbry on the right of the doorway and
the W. wall contains three arched recesses.
At
the S. end of the barrel-vaulted ceiling is a hatch,
through which a chimney-flue seems to have been
led at some time after the vault's construction.

(iii)

MISCELLANEOUS

148. The Nelson Monument, Calton Hill.In 1806 the citizens of Edinburgh replaced the
existing "telegraph" upon the summit of the
Calton Hill by a monument in honour of the victor
of Trafalgar. This took the form of a stone signaltower sufficiently lofty to be seen by the shipping in
Leith Roads. Designed by Robert Burn, it was
completed about 1815 by another architect named
Dickson. 1 The tower is constructed throughout of
droved ashlar with polished dressings, all of Craigleith stone. The base, originally intended for a
restaurant but to-day occupied by the keeper, is
polygonal on plan with a bastion at each corner
and has a battlemented top. Above this rises a
circular tower in four tiers containing a spiral
stair. The stair leads to a look-out in the form of a
medireval bartizan, and continues upwards in a
circular cap-house also surmounted by a bartizan.
This bartizan carries a vane and the apparatus for a
time-signal, the latter added in 1852 to enable
ship-masters to set their chronometers. Above the
entrance in the E. side of the base are two panels,
the lower one bearing the date MDCCCV, the year in
which the battle of Trafalgar was fought, and the
upper one, which is surmounted by Nelson's crest" Upon waves of the sea, the stern of a Spanish
man of war, inscribed San Joseff "--containing the
following inscription: TO THE MEMORY OF / VICEADMIRAL / HORATIO LORD VISCOUNT NELSON, / AND
OF THE GREAT VICTORY OF TRAFALGAR / TOO DEARLY
PURCHASED WITH HIS BLOOD / THE GRATEFUL CITIZENS
OF EDINBURGH / HAVE ERECTED THIS MONUMENT: /
NOT TO EXPRESS THEIR UNAVAILING SORROW FOR HIS
DEATH: / NOR YET TO CELEBRATE THE MATCHLESS
GLORIES OF HIS LIFE: / BUT, BY HIS NOBLE EXAMPLE,
TO TEACH THEIR SONS / TO EMULATE WHAT THEY
ADMIRE AND, LIKE HIM, WHEN DUTY REQUIRES IT, /
TO DIE FOR THEIR COUNTRY.
1 Transactions
of the Edinburgh Architectural
Association, ii, p. 221.
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149. Stone Basin, 31 Dublin Street.-In the
back garden of this property stands an octagonal
drum of freestone, measuring I ft. lIt in. in height
and 2 ft. in diameter, in the top of which a circular
basin with a diameter of I ft. 4 in. has been hollowed
out to a depth of some 5 in. The block has been
fashioned with some care. The top and the basin
sunk in it are both smoothly worked, but while the
vertical surfaces have dressed arrises they are
otherwise only quarry-dressed. Standing as it
does within a stone's throw of the site of the old
village of Broughton, the object may possibly have
been a pre-Reformation baptismal font; its size and
shape are in keeping with this explanation, but on
the other hand it may well be only a flower-pot.
150. Carved Stone, Royal High School.An armorial panel, brought from the High School of
1577-8, was inserted in 1897 above the doorway
in the W. wall of the hall of the modern Royal
High School buildings above Regent Road. It has a
triangular pediment, enriched on one side with
fragmentary crockets, and containing in the tympanum
a crown above the initials I(acobus) R(ex) 6, which
are flanked by two thistle-slips. The panel itself
has a moulded margin and displays the tripletowered castle of the burgh with the initials I S
above and the following inscription below: MVSIS
RESPVBLICA / FLORET (" The state flourishes by the
Muses "). A thistle-head separates the last word
from the date. (Fig. 34.)
The Grammar School, or Schola Magna, from
which the Royal High School originated, is mentioned
in charters of 1547 1 and of 1552,2 at which period
it occupied a site on the S. slope of the Cowgate
valley and was approached from the Kirk 0' Field
Vennel, or College Wynd. The" principal grammar
school of the burgh" is mentioned in 1519,3 but
nothing is said of its situation. From another
entry in the Burgh Records' it appears that the
premises were rebuilt in 1554, a house at the foot
of Blackfriars' Wynd having been taken over to
accommodate the School while the work was in
progress. 5 In 1577 the School was removed to a
new schoolhouse, built for the purpose in the garden
of the Blackfriars' Monastery; this building appears
in Gordon's view of 1647 and an illustration
of it is given by Steven. 6 By 1777 the School had
outgrown these quarters, and another building was
begun in that year on the adjacent site at the foot
of Infirmary Street. 7 The foundation-stone of the
existing High School was laid in 1825.8
1 Reg. Mag. Sig., 1546-1580, No. 93.
2 Reg. Cart.
St. Egid., p. 258. 3 B .R., 1403-1528, pp. 193 f.
4 B.R., 1528- 1557, p. 210. 5 Ibid., p . 218. 6 History
of the High School of Edinburgh, p. 14. 7 Ibid., p . 123.
8 Ibid., p. 21 4.
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151. Carved Stone, 42 Leith Street.-A
cartouche from the Convening House of the
Edinburgh Cordiners or Shoemakers, which formerly
stood at the S.W. corner of Horse Wynd,l has been
built for preservation inside the W. wall of the
saloon at the back of Messrs. Allan & Sons' premises.
The craft took its name from the use, in shoemaking,
of " Cordovan," Spanish goatskin leather prepared
at Cordova. The badge of the Incorporation, a
rounding-knife surmounted by a crown, is carved
in high relief at the top of the cartouche; the date
1713, incised, flanks the crown; and the following
inscription is cut partly on the two sides of the
knife and partly beneath it :-GOD BLISS / THEM
CORDINERS / OF [EDIN]BURGH / W[HO BUIL]T THIS /
[WARK ?].
1

Maitland, History, p. 307.

152. Carved Stone, 8 Church Street.-This
house was the birthplace of David Roberts, R.A.
The entrance to a shop on the ground floor has
an old lintel, removed from elsewhere. It is moulded
on the lower margin and bears above, in two lines,
an inscription which reads FEAR GOD ON LYE followed
by the initials I G in monogram, the date 1605
and the initials I R. To the left is a merchant's
mark.
153. Carved Stone, 69 West Port.-Built into
the front wall of the modern tenement at this address
is a panel with a cartouche at the top charged: On a
chevron between three leopard's heads having in
their mouths a weaving-shuttle, three double
quatrefoils, the arms of the Weavers' Incorporation.
A drapery below bears the date 1735, followed by
the inscription MY DAYS ARE SWIFTER THAN A
WEAVER'S SHUTTLE, and is enriched by a cherub's
head suspended from swags. (Fig. 30.)
154. Carved Stone, 70 West Port.-A panel
bearing the insignia of the Cordiners' Incorporation
has been inserted for preservation above the entrance
to the modern tenement at this address. In its
two upper corners there are cherub's heads, while
lower down a hand issues from either side and
supports a garland enclosing a rounding-knife
surmounted by a crown. The lowest part of the
panel is occupied by a cartouche with a foliaceous
border interrupted by grotesque heads.
The
cartouche is inscribed with the initial verse of
Psalm cxxxiii, followed by the date A.D. 1696
(Fig. 31). The text runs as follows:
BEHOLD HOW GOOD A THING IT IS, / AND HOW
BECOMING WELL, /
TOGETHER SUCH AS BRETHERN ARE / IN UNITY TO
DWELL.

• Sir Daniel Wilson read the cartouche as " bearing the

COMMl~~lON
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155. Carved Stone, General's Entry, 44
Bristo Street.-A 17th-century window-pediment
displaying a scrolled cartouche charged: A lion or
bear· passant and in chief three mullets, probably
for Ross, has been inserted in a gab let on the front
of a modern brick tenement on the S. side of General's
Entry, a narrow court on the E. side of Bristo
Street. In all likelihood this is the last vestige of a
mansion built on the site by Sir J ames Dalrymple,
who married Margaret Ross of Balneil in 1643 and was
elevated to the peerage as Viscount Stair in 1690' The
court probably takes its name from his descendant
General John Dalrymple, one of Marlborough's
veterans, who succeeded in 17°7 as second Earl of Stair.
156. Carved Stone, 27 -29 Buccleucb Street.
-Into the back wall of this mid-18th. century tenement has been inserted a stone on which is carved a
cartouche, enclosed by a garland of fruit and bay
leaves in high relief and surmounted by an open
book below a label. On the cartouche, which
rests on a mutilated human head, are incised two
sets of initials, J G and C P, while the date 1687
is cut at the foot of the stone. The initials are
those of John Gibson and his wife Christian Porteous
and the year that of the marriage. Their son John,
who succeeded them in 1712, may have built the
house in which the stone is incorporated. l
1 O.E.C., xxiv, p. 21 4.
157. Carved Stone, 65 Nicolson Street.Built into the S. wall of a modern extension of
Messrs. Miller and Richard's premises is a finely cut
pre-Reformation lintel, moulded and inscribed. At one
end is a shield, bearing a merchant's mark and flanked
by the initials I and E, which are linked to it by a
tasselled cord. The inscription IESVS MARIA follows in
raised letters with a rose-slip, trefoil-slip, and thistleslip, tespectively, at either end and in the centre.
158. Carved Stone, 31 Carnegie Street.An armorial panel with a moulded border is built into
the back wall of this tenement beside the access
from the back green. The two upper corners of the
panel are occupied by sea-horses, below which
extend cornucopias; the four devices enclose a
cartouche which is charged: A bend between a
man's heart in sinister chief and another in dexter
base-a compressed version of the arms of Sandilands.
A scroll beneath the cartouche displays the inscription THOMAS SANDILANDNS (for Sandilandis) with
the date below MDCLXX. Thomas Sandilands, son of
John Sandilands of Rashiehill, was apprenticed to
John Scott, wright, in 1647. He became a burgess
in 1655 and a guild brother in 1667.
unusual heraldic device of a monkey, with three stars in
chief" (Memorials, ii, p . 125).
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159. Carved Stones, etc., in the National
Museum of Antiquities, Queen Street.-A
number of objects formerly associated with old
Edinburgh buildings are preserved in the National
Museum of Antiquities. The principal items in the
collection are listed below, with their cataloguenumbers. 1
IB,I.-An irregular slab of sandstone, found near
the Well-House Tower, Edinburgh Castle (No. I),
bearing Pictish symbols on one side. At the top
appears the crescent and V -shaped rod with a
partly defaced Z-shaped rod below, 9n the right
of which is a partly defaced disc, no doubt representing part of the double-disc symbol. 2
KG, 5.-Part of an altar retable in alabaster,
carved with a representation of Christ before Pi/ate,
one of the fifteen Passion scenes in the Easter cycle.
With the exception of some fragments of an alabaster
tomb found at Dunfermline Abbey, this is the
only specimen known in Scotland of the work of
the prolific school of alabaster sculptors which
flourished at Nottingham in the 15th century.
Acquired as far back as 1781, the relic is said to
have been " found in ruins of convent of St. Mary of
Placentia"-on which, however, see No. 164.
KG, 35.-Part of a second 15th-century retable, in
fine-grained sandstone, carved with a representation
of Extreme Unction, one of the Seven Sacraments.
This relic was recovered from the foundation of a
house in~Mary King's Close (see p. 87 and Fig. 185).
IB, 18o.-A 16th-century lintel from a house in
Leith, exhibiting a shield, surmounted by a crown
and supported by unicorns, charged with the Royal
Arms of Scotland.
KG, 95.-An armorial stone from above a doorway
in "Cardinal Beaton's House" (No. 84).
The
arms are those of the Cardinal's uncle, James Beaton
(d. 1539): Quarterly, 1st and 4th, a fess between
three mascles; 2nd and 3rd, on a chevron, an
otter's head erased.
KG, · 22.-An armorial panel, found below the
pavement in Young Street, on which the shield,
supported by two winged figures and surmounted
by an esquire's helm, is charged: On a bend, a
crescent between two mullets, for Archibald.
KG, 42.-A tympanum, removed from a house in
the High Street, containing a shield of arms, probably representing Lindsay impaling Colville, accompanied by a monogram of the initials I L and M C.
The shield is charged: Dexter, 1st and 4th, a lion
rampant, 2nd and 3rd, a fess checky; on the sinister
side the 1st quarter is charged with a cross moline
and the 3rd with a fess checky, the charges of the
2nd and 4th quarters being illegible.
KG, 43.-A door-lintel from a house in Gosford's
Close, bearing an inscription SOLI DEO HONOR ET
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(" To God alone honour and glory").
Below this are three shields, the one in the centre
bearing a carving of the Crucifixion and that on the
right the merchant's mark and initials of Mungo
Tennant, while the one on the left is charged : A
boar's head couped, in chief two crescents.
KG, 37-9.-Three 16th-century sculptured
aumbries from the house in BIyth's Close, Castle
Hill, once occupied by Queen Marie de GuiseLorraine (No. 78). From the same building also
came KL, 45-7, three sections of a painted ceiling;
together with KL, 64, part of a panel carved with
bunches of grapes, and KL, 38, a fine door with
four carved panels. Each door-panel bears a
medallion and arabesque, probably French carving
of about 1540 and closely resembling the work on a
series of panels formerly in Stirling Castle. The
two lower medallions contain male and female busts
in the costume of the period; the upper two, which
rest on cherub's heads, contain shields, the dexter
one charged: A stag's head erased, and the sinister
one: An eagle displayed. In the absence of the
tinctures these coats cannot be identified.
KG, 4I.-Sculptured stones from a house in·
Fountain Close, near the Nether Bow Port (No. 64),
bearing male and female busts flanking a text in
Gothic characters IN SUDORE VULTUS TUI VESCERIS
PANE TUO (" In the sweat of thy face shalt thou
eat thy bread ").
KG, I 17.-A sculptured panel, in the form of a
fall of drapery depending from a human head
flanked by the date 1686, said to have been removed
from the Hammermen's Hall, Old Fishmarket Close,
190 High Street. On the drapery are carved the
hammer and crown, insignia of the craft, accompanied by two sets of initials C V and I A.
KG, 97-IIO.-Fourteen sculptured stones from
Trinity College Church (No. 4).
KL, I.-An oak pulpit said to have come from
St. Giles' Church (No. 2).
KJ, 4o.-An hour-glass stand of wrought iron from
St. Cuthbert's Church (No. 125).
KL, 4.-A section of oak cornicing from a pew
in St. Mary's Church, S. Leith (No. 217), bearing a
carved inscription 16 FOR THE CRAIG END 56.
Craigend was the district of Calton.
KL, 5o.-A carved oak window-frame and
shutters from" Mary of Guise's House" in Water
Lane, Leith. A carved oak door with panels and
cornice, KL, 63, from the same building. A second
oak window-frame and shutters, KL, SI, from" The
French Ambassador's House," in the Cowgate. A
third, KL, 62, from another house in Edinburgh.
KL, 55.-A wooden figure from above a shopdoor in the West Bow.

GLORIA
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until recently called Lady Wynd, which divides the
tenement at the W. end of the Grassmarket from
the houses in King's Stables Road.
1 Reg. Sec. Sig., i, No. 1689.
2 Accts. L.H.T.,
iv, p. 41. 3 Ibid., pp. 22 f.

KL, 68-72.-Seven sections of the wooden ceiling
of the hall of Dean House (cf. No. 198), painted with
scriptural subjects.
LR, 31-4, 36-8, 63-6.-A selection of Dutch tiles
from houses in Edinburgh.
1 Catalogue of the National Museum of Antiquities
of Scotland, 1892. 2 E.C.M., iii, p. 421.

(iv)

162. Chapel of St. Sebastian, Easter Portsburgh.-This Chapel, which possessed a small
garden, was founded in 1511 on the lands of Bristo by
Sir Samuel Dowell. 1 It is known to have been still
standing in 1591, when Ismael Baird succeeded his
father in the lands in which it was included as well as in
its patronage, which is specifically mentioned in the
charter. 2 The Chapel is of interest by reason of the
rarity of Scottish dedications to St. Sebastian-the
saint whose aid was invoked to avert the 'pest, or
plague, just as that of St. Roque was called upon to
cure it. There were altars to both these saints in
St. Giles' Church. 3
1 Protocol Book of John Foular, 1503-1513, No. 713.
2 Reg. Mag. Sig., 1580-1593, No. 1869. 3 Reg. Cart.
St. Egid., pp. lxxxi, 185.

SITES

(Notes on some vanished buildings contributed
by Mr. C. A. Malcolm, M.A., Ph.D.)

160. Rude Chapel, Greenside.-This chapel
stood on the W. side of the Calton Hill. Its dedication is unknown, and its name might be taken as
implying either that it was near a " rude," or cross,
or that it had some connection with Holyrood Abbey.
This latter explanation may be preferable, seeing
that in the 16th century, at any rate, the Abbey
evidently regarded the chapel as its property. 1 It
'may have been founded in or about 1456, when
James 11 gave Greenside to the Town as a playingfield; and in 1520 the magistrates gave it to the
Carmelites, along with some land for a convent.
The infringement of Holyrood's rights that this
grant entailed may have been the origin of the bad
feeling between the Abbey and the Carmelites that
resulted in a raid by the canons on the Carmelites
in 1530, in which a house belonging to the latter
was forcibly demolished. 2 In 1543 the chapel was
the scene of a meeting between representatives of the
pro-French and pro-English parties, summoned to
arrange terms of amnesty for those members of the
latter who had gone to England to obtain help
against their opponents. 3 I t is not heard of again
after this date.
1 B.R., 1557-1571, pp. 166 ff.
2 Acts of the
Lords of Council in Public Affairs, p. 325. 3 Letters
and Papers (Domestic and Foreign), xix, pt. i,
Nos. 24 and 26; pt. ii, No. 709.
161. Chapel of St. Mary, Wester Portsburgh.-In 1508 James IV. had a small chapel built
between the King's Stables and the Barras. 1 This is
evidently the "chapell of conscience" mentioned in
the accounts of the Lord High Treasurer in 1508 ; 2
which likewise record 3 that it was furnished with
red and white taffety curtains and had the same
materials in the roof. A sketch of the building,
made by George Sandy shortly before its demolition
in 1788, is preserved in the Signet Library. The
entrance to the chapel is still marked by a lane,

[NEW TOWN

163. The House of the Knights Templar.The Knights Templar once owned much territory
both inside and outside the burgh, but disappeared on
the dissolution of their Order in 1309. Nothing is
known of the situation of their House beyond the
evidence recorded by Arnot, l which would place it on
Dalkeith Road, opposite the top of the later East
Preston Street.
1 History, p. 251.
164. "Nunnery of St. Mary of Placentia."
-The so-called Nunnery of St. Mary of Placentia,
which is mentioned in all histories of Edinburgh
and other works dealing with the ecclesiastical
establishments of the city, is completely spurious.
The only authority for its existence is Maitland,l
who considered that the name of the street in which
it was supposed to have stood, the Pleasance, was a
corruption of the name of the Italian city of
Placentia. There is, however, no such saint in the
Calendar as St. Mary of Placentia; and it is safe
to conclude that Maitland invented the convent to
provide a derivation for the Pleasance,'" accepting a
ruinous building near the N.W. end of the street
as the remains of the structure.
1 History, p. 17 6.
165. Hospital of St. Leonard, St. Leonard's
Hill.-The Hospital and Chapel of St. Leonard
formerly stood on the high ground now occupied
by the James Clark Technical School. The arrange~
ment of the buildings is unknown, but the Hospital

• This word, which means a " pleasure ground," was also perpetuated as a street name at Falkirk (D.E.D.) .

216

OUTLYING]

INVENTORY OF MONUMENTS IN EDINBURGH

appears to have lain to the S. of the Chapel. 1 Both
Chapel and Hospital belonged to Holyrood Abbey,
and it is probable that they took the place of an
earlier hermitage,2 which would have been conveniently placed here for sheltering travellers
arriving from the south after the closing of the
town gates. The Hospital and Chapel were in
existence in 1271, at which date the Serving Brothers
of the Hospital were in litigation with the Rector
of Hailes. 3 In 1334 a chaplain was appointed by
Edward 111;4 and after the expulsion of the English
the Chapel and Hospital seem to have passed into
the possession of Edinburgh, as in 1390 the Abbey
obtained from Robert III a charter affirming that
both belonged to the Abbot and Canons of Holyrood. 5
Neither the Liber Cartarum Sancte Crucis nor the
Chronicon of Holyrood contains any mention of the
foundation until 1493, when Abbot Bellenden
granted a new charter 6 providing for the restoration
of the buildings, which were evidently ruinous, and
for the endowment of the Hospital with the means
of maintaining six old men. Both before and after
this date the chaplain had as his manse a house
standing immediately N. of the great gate of the
Abbey. 7 The Chapel comes into notice again in
1528, when it was the scene of a meeting of the
Douglases, in conspiracy to murder J ames Vs; and
once more in 1650, when Colonel Lawers occupied
the hill in the course of the fighting against Cromwell. 9
How or when the career of the foundation ended
is not known; its site may be that shown by a
mark which appears on a map drawn about 1730,10
and the remains of the Chapel walls, then 4 ft.
high, were destroyed in 1854.11 During the demolition many skeletons were found both inside
and outside the Chapel precincts; but the bodies
found outside the Chapel are quite unlikely to have
been those of malefactors hanged on the gibbet
of East Burgh Muir, as Forrest supposed, seeing
that the gibbet stood at the head of the modern
East Preston Street, at a considerable distance from
this site.
1 Forrest, An Account of the History and Antiquities
of St. Leonard's, Edinburgh, its Chapel and Hospital,
p. 31. 2 The names of two crofts belonging to the
Hospital, " Hermits" and" Terrars," or " Termits,"
which occupied part of the site of the railway
coal-depot of St. Leonard's, may well represent the
words "terras eremiti" occurring in some lost
charter.
3 Registrum
de Dunfermelyn, p. 137.
4 Calendar of Documents relating to Scotland, iii,
No. 1130. 5 Calendar of the Papal Registers, xii,
p. 734. 6 Reg. Mag. Sig., 1424-1513, No. 2192.
7 Ibid.
SActs Pari. Scot., ii, pp. 362, 364. 9 Balfour,
Annales of Scotland, iv, pp. 87 f. 10" The Early
Views and Maps of Edinburgh," in Scottish Geographical Magazine, xxxv, Old Edinburgh Maps
No. 2. 11 Forrest, op. cit., pp. 24 ff.
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166. Din~wall Castle, Low Calton.-This
house, which stood N.E. of the E. end of the North
Loch on ground which is now occupied by
British Railways, was probably built for John Dingwall, Provost of Trinity College Church from 1525
to 1532.1 In the civil war of 1571-3 it was used as a
blockhouse, and in later times as a prison. In 1612
it was given to the Town by James VI, and in 1643
its stones were being used for the repair of Trinity
College Church. 2 Gordon's drawing of 1647 shows
the ruin of the building as quadrangular, built
round an open courtyard, and having a circular
tower projecting from each corner; the tower on
the N.E., which probably contained the staircase as
it also projects into the courtyard, being shown as
almost entirely destroyed. The wall on the W. of the
courtyard may have been simply a screen-wall,
but on each of the other sides there was a wing.
The entrance, which was approached from St.
Ninian's Row on the E., evidently led into the
courtyard by way of a passage through the E. wing.

10.E.C., xix, p. 94.
and 27.

2

B.R., 1642-1655, pp. 7

THE OUTLYING DISTRICTS
(i)

ECCLESIASTICAL

167. St. Anthony's Chapel, Hermita~e and
Graveyard, Kin~'s Park.-Immediately below
the rocky N.W. face of Whinny Hill, in the King's
Park, are seen the ruins of St. Anthony's Chapel and
of the" Hermitage," both perched precariously on a
small spur which looks N. over St. Margaret's Loch
and commands a view of the whole estuary of
the Forth (see Figs. 395-7). On the E. the site is
bounded by the sheer rock of the hill-face; on the
S. rises an open valley, known as the" Dry Dam" ;
while to the W. the ground falls so steeply that the
approach is at best difficult and in wet weather
precarious. Nor is the surface of the site by any
means level, as a rocky summit rises at its S.W.
corner. The ruins of the chapel rise near the edge
of the cliff that forms the N. face of the spur,
the fragmentary structure known as the Hermitage
standing about 26 ft. to the S.W. Between the two
buildings formerly ran a curved wall, to-day hardly
traceable; another wall protected the N.E. side
of the site, while a third, composed of large boulders,
ran S. from the S.E. corner of the chapel and skirted
the E. side of the rocky summit for a distance of
168 ft. Fifty feet from its S. end the foundations
of a turf dyke can be traced running eastwards, to
end against the rock of the main hill-face.
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Built in rubble obtained on the site, with imported
dressings of freestone, the chapel was oblong on
plan, measuring 43 ft. from E. to W. by 18 ft. I in.
from N. to S. over walls about 3 ft. thick. Its W.
end rose two storeys above the remainder in a
square manse or house, and both parts seem to
have been couple-roofed. For at least a century
and a half the structure has been ruinous, and what
survives to-day is only the N. wall, which still
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FIG . 398.-St. Anthony's Chapel (No. 167).

rises to a height of 30 ft. at its W. end, with the
adjoining part of the W. gable and the base of the
other walls, all recently consolidated by H.M.
Office of Works. Writing at a time when the
fabric was less dilapidated, Maitland 1 records that
there were two arched doorways and two windows
on each side of the chapel. To-day only the openings
facing to the N. are left. The surviving doorway
has become ruinous since Maitland's time and its
jambs have accordingly been spliced up, but its
segmental rear-arch remains. The window adjoining
the doorway lacks its arch-head, while the one
beyond is represented simply by one jamb. Both
lights had delicately chamfered and rebated
dressings, and thus contrast with the two surviving
windows of the manse, set at a higher level, which
are lintelled and have broad chamfers. Both
entrances opened into a vestibule separated from the
chapel proper by a timber screen. On the W. of
the vestibule was a barrel-vaulted cell· containing
• On the evidence of Grose's view, drawn in 1788, it
has been erroneously conjectured that the cell had been
rebuilt within the previous decade

[DISTRICTS

an aumbry and apparently entered from the foot
of a turnpike stairt which seems to have risen within
the S.W. corner of the building. The chapel
proper, which measures about 24 ft. 6 in. by 12 ft.,
was covered with a quadripartite vault, three bays
long, the chamfered vaulting-ribs rising from
moulded corbels two of which are enriched with
rudely-carved foliage. At the E. end of the N.
wall is a locker to contain a Sacrament House,
once protected by iron bars, and Maitland 2 speaks of
"a small arched Niche" directly opposite, which
can only have been the piscina. He also mentions a
handsome stone bench on the outside of the E.
gable, but nothing of this is left. The turnpike, if
such was the access to the upper floors, gave entry
in the first place to a small closet above th~ vaulted
cell, lit by a tiny window facing N. A further ascent
led to the lower of two square habitable rooms.
This room, which probably communicated with the
space between the roof of the chapel and the ribvault, had a fireplace in the W. gable, as is shown
by a corbel, evidently one of a pair which supported
It had also two windows
the fireplace-lintel.
facing N., the smaller of the two set in a recess
beneath a rampant arch. There was probably
another window facing S. The superstructure
having long been completely dilapidated, the
arrangement of the room on the top storey can only
be guessed at. But those interested will find a
conjectural restoration by the late Thomas . Ross,
LL.D., included in "Notes on St. Anthony's
Chapel" by F.R. Coles, printed in P.S.A.S., xxx
(1895-96), pp. 225-47, where a very complete
account of the structural remains is supplemented
by a collation of the record evidence. The only
items of special value, however, are three entries
in the Accounts of the Lord High Treasurer referring
to offerings made in the chapel in the years 1473,
1492 and 1496, in two of which the chapel is
designated "Sanct Antonis in" (or "of") "the
Crag." The architecture indicates that the building
was erected in the second half of the 15th century.
The dedication to St. Anthony would suggest that
the place had been connected with a hospital for
those afflicted with " St. Anthony's fire," or erysipelas. Such a hospital was founded by King James I
at Leith about 1430 and a papal document of 1443 3
mentions that no other Antonine house then existed
in the realm. The house at Leith was reformed at
the beginning of the 16th century.
While repairing the fabric of the chapel H.M.
Office of Works discovered several burials in the
narrow strip of ground on the N. side of the building.
These were less than a foot below the surface, and
they were probably casual interments seeing that

t If this was the case, the building must have projected
to gain the necessary width for a newel-stair .
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the graves were not lined in any way. Beside them
was unearthed a small potsherd of 16th- or 17thcentury date.
The "Hermitage" was probably a storehouse.
It was apparently oblong on plan, its maximum
dimensions being about 22 ft. by 13 ft.; but it is
to-day represented by little more than the E. gable,
partly formed by the natural rock and still standing
to a maximum height of 9 ft. It contains two
aumbries, one above the other, in the lower of which,
according to Grose, 4 who however cites no authority
for his statement, "formerly stood a scull, a book,
an hour-glass, and a lamp, which, with a mat for a
bed, made the general furniture of a hermitage."
On the cliff face S.W. of the ruin is a natural
fissure marked" St. Anthony's Cave" on the O.S.
map. Directly S. of this is St. Anthony's Well,
springing from below a boulder on the approach.
Until 1674, however, the spring flowed from under a
little stone arch situated at a rather higher level. 5
1 History,
p. 152.
2 Ibid.
3 P.S.A.S.,
lxiv
(1929-30), p. 276. 4 The Antiquities of Scotland,
i, p. 41. 5 Grant, Old and New Edinburgh, ii, p. 319.

(ii)

SECULAR

168. Gayfield House, East London Street.
-Built shortly before 1765 by Charles and William
Butter, wrights in Edinburgh,l this house, which
now stands in industrial surroundings, is an interesting example of mid-18th century suburban architecture. It has been selected for description in this
volume, in preference to Marionville, the larger and
almost contemporary house at Restalrig, to illustrate
the type of architecture in fashion outside the
burgh at the time when the New Town was beginning
to be thought of. Oblong on plan and facing S., it
contains three main storeys and a garret, the basement looking out on a sunk area in front but open
behind and at each side. While the back and side
walls are of rubble and the gables have curved tops,
the front is rendered in cement, the central part
being advanced and surmounted by a triangular
pediment with urn-shaped finials. The entrance,
an Ionic doorpiece with an entablature, is central
in the middle storey and is reached from a perron.
On either side of it there is a window on every
floor, flanked by another in the recessed part of the
front. The lowest windows have plain margins.
Those at the entrance level have moulded and lugged
architraves, plain friezes and moulded cornices;
while on the windows of the storey above friezes
and cornices are omitted. One of the garret rooms
is lit from a roundel in the tympanum of the pediment. The roof, ridged between the gables on
E. and W., has a hip on the S. to suit the front, a
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device commonly used for terminal blocks of
buildings in the New Town.
To the basement floor there is direct entry from
the N. by a central door, now sheltered by a modern
porch. The principal entrance, on the floor above,
opens into a central vestibule with an enriched
ceiling. A doorway at each side gives access to the
rooms at the S.E. and S.W. corners of the house, and
a glazed door at the inner end opens to the staircase
from which the rooms at the N .E. and N.W. corners
are entered. The room at the S.W. corner has
two windows facing S. and a third facing W., the
front windows flanking a shelved niche enclosed by
doors, evidently a china cupboard. The fireplace
on the W. has a mantelpiece with a carved surround,
frieze and cornice; as the slip is painted it is
impossible to say whether it is of stone of or marble.
On the N. is a central recess, resembling a bedrecess and flanked on one side by a press and on
the other by a little passage-room which leads into
the room at the N.W. corner of the house. The
recess has an archivolt with a key-block, and the
cornice of the room is dentilated. The N.W. room,
now used as a kitchen, has two windows facing N.
On the W. is a wooden mantelpiece with a dentilated
cornice. The E. wall is covered by a pine bookcase
with astragals, which is continued over the entrance
from the staircase. Of the two rooms on the E.
side of the staircase and vestibule, the one at the
S.E. corner was apparently the dining-room. It is
lit from the E. by two windows and from the S.
by two more, and has on the E. a good carved
mantelpiece of pine. On the N. is a recess for a
sideboard. The walls have a chair-rail carved with
a guilloche ornament, and an enriched cornice with
moulded blocks. The room at the N.E. corner,
having been converted into a bathroom and a small
bedroom, shows nothing of interest.
The staircase contains a geometrical stair which
descends to the basement and rises to the first floor.
The steps are of wood, and the balustrade has turned
wooden balusters surmounted by a massive and
clumsy rail, apparently of mahogany. The basement
accommodation, now utilised as workshops, originally consisted of four rooms, but the kitchen at the
S.W. corner and the adjoining room on the N.
have been thrown into one; it is said that, when the
partition between them was removed, traces were
found of steps, as though there had once been a
service stair emerging within the little passage-room
on the floor above. If this report is correct, the
stair is almost certain to have been inserted. The
room at the N.E. corner of the basement contains a
stone mantelpiece with rounded corners and
channelled keystone and panels, a type common
in Queen Anne's time. Otherwise there is nothing
of interest at this level.
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Although a lavatory has recently been formed
over part of the stair, the landing at the first-floor
level is still spacious and well lit. At its farther,
or N., end is a central niche flanked by two doors,
the one to the E. shutting off the garret stair while
the other admits to a small room over the vestibule.
On its E. side, at the N .E. corner of the house, lies
the old drawing-room, which has an interesting
coved and enriched ceiling and is lit by two windows
facing E. and a third facing S. On the E. is the
fireplace with a fine carved wooden mantelpiece,
enclosing a marble slip. The walls have a carved
dado-rail and an enriched cornice with blocks.
The room over the vestibule has a single window
facing S., beside which is a built-up fireplace with
vestiges of pine panelling above it. This room
opens into those at each side of it. The one at the
S.E. corner has apparently been enlarged, either by
taking in a press or more probably at the expense
of the room over the vestibule. As it now stands
there are two windows facing S. with a cupboard
concealed by panelling between them. On the E.
is a fireplace with a' plain wooden mantelpiece and a
contemporary hob-grate. The room at the S.W.
corner has two windows facing S. and a third to
the W. On the N . is a bed-recess flanked on one
side by a press and on the other by a small dressingcloset. On the W. is a wooden mantelpiece with a
carved surround and carved frieze. The walls have a
chair-rail and a dentilated cornice. The last room
on this floor occupies the N.W. corner and has
one window facing N . On the W. is a plain fireplace
containing a hob-grate. The walls have a moulded
cornice and a chair-rail. The stair to the garret,
also of wood, is narrow and steep. At the stair-head
is a neatly-turned wooden balustrade. At this
level there are four coomb-ceiled rooms, evidently
servants' quarters.
1 Particular Register of Edinburgh Sasines, vol. 168,
f. 163.

169. Pilrig House, Pilrig Street.-Pilrig
House (Fig. 400) formerly stood in · the country
between Edinburgh and Leith and, although to-day
the property is completely enclosed by busy streets, its
gardens and the public park have preserved its
amenity. In 1623 Gilbert Kirkwood acquired the
lands of Pilrig from the Monypenny family, and when,
fifteen years later, he came to build his house he
probably incorporated in it some part of an earlier
building. At all events there are traces of alteration
in the basement which can hardly be accounted for
otherwise. Apart from a modern addition to the
N., the house, which is still occupied and in good
preservation, is L-shaped on plan and three storeys
in height, the uppermost floor being an attic formed
partly in the r,?of space. The main block runs E.
and W. while the wing extends N . in continuation
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of the W. gable. The re-entrant angle, now covered
by a modern addition, opens to the N.E. and contains
a stair tower, circular below but corbelled out to a
rectangle above the stair-head, where it contains a
little upper chamber.
The masonry is harled rubble, with dressed and
back-set margins. The gables are crow-stepped.
The roof has been renewed. The central part of the
S. side is carried above the main wall-head in a
curvilinear gablet with scrolled skew-puts, which
was evidently added about the end of the 17th
century; and either at the same time or, more
probably, a good deal later, an original window
below the gablet was opened out to give access
to the garden. The attic floor is lit by dormer
windows with triangular pediments, surmounted by
finials in the shape of crescents and fleurs-de-lys.
Two bear the date 1638, and one exhibits in addition
the initials of the founder and of his wife Margaret
Foulis of Ravelston. The original entrance, situated
in the stair tower, has a boldly moulded architrave,
but its circled broken pediment was removed in the
19th century and rebuilt above the entrance to a
courtyard. In the tympanum is a shield set out on a
cartouche. The charges are illegible but, as the
founder's initials and those of his wife appear in
monogram on each side of the cartouche, it seems
safe to assume that the arms were those of Kirkwood
either alone or in combination with those of Foulis.
Below the shield run five lines of an illegible inscription believed to be a quotation from 2 Corinthians
v, 1. The door of the entrance may be mentioned in
passing as, if it is not actually original, it is certainly
of considerable age and carries a good wrought-iron
knocker and thumb-latch. The house also contains
some other interesting pieces of 17th-century ironwork, such as the risp upon the modern back-door,
the dog-legged hinges of several internal doors
and the more ornamental strap-hinges of some of the
presses in the basement.
The basement floor is not vaulted. At this level
the wing contains offices while the main block has
three chambers, the westernmost of which contains
an arched fireplace no less than 8 ft. 9 in. wide
and was therefore probably the kitchen. The
adjoining room has a good fireplace of moulded
stone with a heavily-moulded wooden shelf above.
All three rooms have heavy plaster cornices. On
the first floor, the main block contains three public
rooms en suite, fully panelled in pine; the material
closely resembles Memel pine, but tradition states
that it was cut on the Burgh Muir. The door
architraves are lugged and are heavily moulded, as
are also the plaster wall-cornices; none of the
mantelpieces is original. Beside the fireplace of the
S.W. chamber, and contrived in the heavy gable
that has been made necessary by the great size of
the kitchen flue, is a mural closet. Within the wing
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at this level is a bedroom with a small ante-chamber,
both of which are panelled. The turnpike ascends
to the attic floor and has at the stair-head an original
balustrade of seven heavy, turned balusters. The
arrangement of rooms here is similar to that in the
basement. The chambers show nothing more than
some traces of their former panelling, but several of
the stone mantelpieces are original.
SUNDIAL.-The circular bronze sundial that now
stands on the lawn was only placed there about 1913
and its place of origin is unknown. It measures 9t
inches in diameter and is inscribed "J. SWAN
LONDINI ,r and "Lyfes but shaddowe Mans but
Duste Ye dyall sayes dy all we muste anno dom.
1667." The abacus in which the dial is set is
supported by a leaden Cupid standing on a stone base.

170. Bonnyhau~h House, 71 Newhaven
Road.-In 1621, four years after they had purchased
the mills of Bonnington, the Town Council of Edinburgh erected this plain, oblong, rubble-built house
of three storeys, which stands to-day in the yard of
Bonnyhaugh saw-mills, for Jeromias van der Heill, a
dyer from Holland, whom they had engaged to
teach his craft in Edinburgh. A century later the
house was occupied by Bishop Keith, author of A
Catalogue of Scottish Bishops, who died there in
1757. 1 As it stands to-day, the building is quite
featureless, both inside and out. From the S. gable
extends a contemporary single-storeyed outbuilding
with a pantiled roof. Other additions in brick on
the N. side are obviously modern. The original
windows are small, and their dressed margins all
seem to have been renewed in plaster.
At a little distance to the N. stands a row of twostoreyed 17th-century cottages with whitewashed
rubble-built walls, relieved by back-set and chamfered dressings at the openings and pantiled roofs.
Those at the W. end have been gutted to make a
wood-shed, and thus only two of the houses are
left intact. Neither of these contains any features
of interest.
I a.E.C., xix, p. 168.
171. West Warriston
House,
Eildon
Terrace ....,.-This house, built in 1784 by William
Ramsay, a partner in the banking firm of Ramsays,
Bonnar and Co. I, is an example of the suburban villas
that rose contemporaneously with the terrace-houses
of the New Town. On plan it is oblong and comprises
a main block containing a basement and two upper
floors, at either end of which there is a wing a storey
less in height. The major axis lies roughly E. and
W. Thefront faces N., and on this side only the
basement is sunk. The entrance, a neat Doric
doorpiece, is reached by means of a graceful perron
in the centre of the fa~ade. The masonry of the
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front is of droved ashlar. A belt defines the basement
storey. The windows of the basement are plain,
those of the ground floor have moulded architraves
and cornices, and those of the first floor moulded
architraves without cornices. The main block has a
dentilated cornice at the eaves, surmounted by a
balustrade. Each wing also has a cornice, the line
of which is broken by a pediment (Fig. 402).
The entrance opens into a short vestibule, beyond
which a transverse passage divides the main block in
two and contains the stair at its W. end. This passage
gives access to a series of well-proportioned rooms,
most of which have been sympathetically modernised.
The principal rooms face S. The S.W. corner of
the main block is occupied by the dining-room,
which has three windows to the S. and on the W.
a modern mantelpiece. Its walls have dado panelling
and a block cornice. The doors have fluted doorheads and Georgian box-locks of brass. The S.E.
corner is occupied by a morning-room, at present
used as a bedroom, which has two windows to the S.
The N.E. and N.W. corners contain two rooms
flanking the vestibule and on the N. of the passage.
The one to the W. has been converted into a pantry
and the one to the E. has been remodelled as a lounge
by being opened out to the passage. The E. wing
contains the library, now used as a billiard-room,
and a cloakroom, both looking N., and the drawingroom which faces S. The first has a coved and
enriched ceiling, a block cornice and an enriched
plaster frieze . The cloakroom has been modernised.
The drawing-room, however, is intact. Corresponding
in length to the billiard-room and cloakroom together, it has three windows to the S. and on the
E. opens into a conservatory. On the N. there is a
monumental mantelpiece of grey marble. The
ceiling (Fig. 367) is coved, coffered and enriched.
In the W. wing there are two bedrooms, a dressingroom and two bathrooms, all of which have been
modernised. The basement contains nothing of
particular interest apart from a hob-grate in one
room and the bread-oven and hot-plate in the kitchen,
all of which are original provisions. As at Inverleith
House (No. 172) the wine-cellar is at a still lower
level.
On the first floor there were, in the original arrangement, four bedrooms and two dressing-rooms. The
only alteration has been the conversion of one
bedroom into a bathroom. The three principal
rooms have good carved mantelpieces of pine with
marble slips.
1 a.E.C., xx, App. 21.

172. Inverleith House, Royal Botanic
Garden.-This late-Georgian house stands on the
highest ground in the district, and thus commands an
extensive prospect on all sides. Together with its
policy it was incorporated with the Royal Botanic
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Garden in 1877, and since then has been the
residence of the Regius Keeper. The approach
leads from the W. to the N . front of the mansion,
on either side of which is an outbuilding linked to
the main building by a screen wall, the lower part
of which may be rather older than the house itself,
although this is not necessarily the case. The
house, which has a sunk basement, three main
floors and an attic, is a plain building oblong on
plan but for a central rounded projection on the
N. which contains the staircase.
It is built of
rubble with dressed quoins. The N. front has a
block cornice, while the S. front and the sides have
a blocking-course at eaves level. The central
dormer on the S. side of the roof is an addition.
The g~rden entrance, situated in the centre of the
S. front (Fig. 401) has a moulded doorpiece and is
approached by a flight of steps which bridges the
area. The main entrance is on the N. side and is
sheltered by a modern porch. This leads into the
staircase, which contains an unusually spacious
geometrical stair aqd opens into a transverse passage
on its S. side.
At the E. end of the passage lies the drawing-room,
at the W. end the dining-room and on the S. side an
inner hall-the last entered through an arcade and
containing the garden entrance. The drawing-room
and dining-room run the full width of the main
block, and have two windows to the S., and two
more in the side wall. The drawing-room has a
fifth window facing N., and the dining-room probably
had a corresponding window until the pantry was
transferred from the basement to its present position
in an out-shott on the N. of the dining-room, adjoining
the porch. The inner hall is lit from the garden
door, which has a light above the transom. The
hall and public rooms are well finished. The mantelpieces are of carved pine and have marble slips.
The cornices are enriched.
The basement is commodious, but it contains
nothing of special interest. Beneath its central part
is a vaulted wine-cellar. The main staircase ascends
from the ground to the second floor. The firstfloor landing gives access to the library, situated in
the centre of the building above the inner hall.
This room is lit by a single window facing S. and
has a circled N. end. On the E. it opens into the
billiard-room, which replaces two bedrooms in the
original arrangement; to the S. or inner bedroom
there was direct access from the landing by way of
a narrow passage behind the circular end of the
library. On the W. of the library there are two
bedrooms. The second floor contains five bedrooms
and a bathroom. A separate stair leads to the
attic, where there are three rooms, the one in the
centre lit by a modern dormer and those at the
sides by skylights.
• One has been turned into a bathroom.
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173. Dryla w House.-The old house of Drylaw,
which stood on the N.W. outskirts of the city S.
of the road from Leith to Queensferry, was destroyed
by Hertford in 1544, 1 and no part of it survives to-day.
In 1643 the properties of Easter and Wester Drylaw
were purchased by J ames Loch, merchant burgess
and Treasurer of Edinburgh,2 who is said to have
built the existing house on the western part of his
estate in or about 1648.3 But this house has all
the characteristics of early 18th-century domestic
architecture, its plan closely resembling that of
Auchendinny House 4 which was completed about
1707; and apart from a portico, which is an obvious
addition, the fabric shows no sign of material
alteration. It was therefore probably built in 1718,
the date supplied by an heraldic panel now affixed
to the portico (infra), a date to which the style
of the architecture conforms; and if so the builder
must have been George Loch the grandson of J ames.
George Loch succeeded to Drylaw in 1690, married
his cousin Jean Foulis !at Corstorphine Church 5 in
1697 and died in 1733. The property remained
with his descendants until 1786, when it was sold
to William Ramsay of Barnton.
The original approach ran from the Ferry Road
on the N ., passed between a pair of rusticated gatepiers, which are still standing though without their
finials; and led directly to a doorway in the centre
of the W. fac;ade (Fig. 407). The modern access,
however, is from the E., a short drive leading from
Groathill Road North to the E. fac;ade which has
become the front of the building. On the S.E. of
the house is a walled garden, and on the N.E. are
stables and offices which are hidden from view as
they stand on lower ground. Full advantage has
been taken of this difference in ground level in the
planning of the house. Built of harled rubble with
exposed free-stone dressings, back-set and chamfered,
and a moulded eaves-course, it consists of a main
block, oblong on plan with the major axis N. and
S., and contains a sunk floor at the level of the
lower ground, a first floor only a few feet above the
level of the approach, an upper floor below the
eaves, and a garret in the roof. From the N. end
project kitchen offices in the form of a hollow
square open to the N., the E. side of which is a
late 18th-century addition. This outbuilding, which
has only one storey, gives direct access to the sunk
floor from the lower ground outside. It is more
conveniently placed to the original approach than
to the present one, with which it communicates
by a short service-drive. At the inner end of this
drive are two incomplete gate-piers.
The principal feature in the front is a late 18thcentury portico containing the entrance and cloakrooms, two bedrooms· above, and store rooms
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below. Over the doorway is fixed an heraldic panel
cast in brass, which was found in an upper room
shortly before 1870· and placed in its present
position. The shield is enclosed by mantling,
helm, and wreath, the last surmounted, for crest,
by a swan with wings adossee, devouring a perch.
It is charged: A saltire engrailed between two
swans naiant in fess in lochs, for Loch of Drylaw.
Over all runs a label bearing the motto ASSIDUITATE
NON DESIDIA (" By perseverance and not by idleness "), while another beneath the shield is inscribed
FUN 10 AP 1718 (" Founded loth April 1718 ").
The addition of the portico displaced two windows
on each floor and thus deprived the staircase, which
is behind it, of all direct light. To improve matters
the main roof was reconstructed to admit a concealed central cupola, and attic windows were thrown
out to E. and W.; the chimney-stalks seem to have
been rebuilt at the same time. The other elevations
are untouched. Simple and well-proportioned, they
illustrate the earliest phase of Georgian architecture
in Scotland. On the W. there are six windows in
each storey but the garret; on the first floor there
is also a central doorway with a moulded and lugged
architrave, approached from a little perron or flight
of steps. On N. and S. the first and second floors
each have two windows. In the out-shott are two
doorways side by side beneath a small pediment,
the easternmost of which has been built up.
The oblong main block is divided internally into
six compartments by one longitu.dinal and two
transverse parpend-walls, the central compartment
facing E. being the staircase. Such an arrangement
made for simple and convenient planning and
enabled the chimneys to be gathered into two
groups on the inside walls, a radical departure from
the traditional practice which Sir William Bruce,
the architect of Holyrood Palace (No. 87), seems to
have been the first to abandon. On the two principal
floors the apartments lie en suite in the fashion of
the time, but both on the sunk floor and in the
attic a passage is provided W. of the staircase. The
surviving doorway in the out-shott admits to the
lower passage, which gives access to the lowest
flight of the stair and to rooms on either side. Of
the latter only the two first entered possess features
of special interest. The one at the N.E. corner
of the house is the kitchen and has a great arched
fireplace in its S. wall. The other, at the N.W.
corner, is panelled and has a stone mantelpiece
enriched with pearl and cable ornaments; between
its two windows is a doorway, which had been
blocked until recently. This room may have been
the " Latter Meat Room," or servants' hall, which
is mentioned in an inventory of 1759·
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On entering the house by way of the portico it is
necessary to ascend four steps to reach the level of the
first floor and arrive in the staircase. The staircase
itself is panelled. The stair, which is of scale-andplatt type and built of stone up to the second floor,
rises against the parpend-wall on the W.; this
lower flight has a good wrought-iron balustrade and
an oak hand-rail with brass globes for finials, all of
which seem to be original. The lowest flight of the
stair, which descends to the sunk floor, is of stone
and is walled in, the side wall containing a large,
oval, borrowed light about a foot above the level
of the first floor. At the S.E. corner of the staircase
a doorway admits to the drawing-room which to-day
runs the full width of the house. This room is
panelledt and has two windows in each of the three
outer walls. The fireplace is on the N. and is surmounted by a panel bearing a romantic landscape in
grisaille. Behind the panelling on the left of the
fireplace is a recess lined with blue-and-white tiles.
This is thought to be the remains of a second fireplace, and as such would provide evidence that two
rooms had been thrown into one at this end of the
house. It is certainly true that in 1744 a "white
and vain'd Italian marble chimney-piece" and
blue-and-white Dutch tiles were introduced into one
of the bedrooms, and it is therefore possible that the
supposed fireplace was tiled at the same time; but
on the other hand the cavity in question is rather
small for a fireplace, and an inventory prepared in
1759 records the same number of rooms as exists
to-day. Consequently, if the drawing-room was
ever enlarged, the work must presumably have been
done between 1744 and 1759.
Behind the staircase, that is, in the central compartment facing W., lies the old outer hall. This
seems to have been the " parlour" mentioned in the
Inventory of 1759 and in some respects is the most
interesting room in the house. Having a door in
each wall, it can be entered directly from the garden,
or from the staircase on the E., or from the drawingroom on the S., or from the smoking-room on the N.
On each side of the garden door is a window. On
the N., flanked by Doric pilasters, is the fireplace,
which has a modern mantelpiece. Directly opposite
is a china cupboard, originally open but now enclosed
by modern glazed doors. The ceiling is divided
into compartments by two wooden beams. The
whole of the woodwork is painted French grey
with enrichment picked out in grisaille, and not
carved; but the china-cupboard is painted a Chinese
vermilion which forms the dominant note in the
colour-scheme of the whole room. On the head
of the cupboard is a cornucopia in grisaille, and a
romantic landscape, also in grisaille, surmounts the

t

• In all likelihood it was originally in the staircase above a
doorway which had to be removed when the portico was built.
223

The panelling on the S. wall has been removed .

OUTLYING]

HISTORICAL MONUMENTS (SCOTLAND) COMMISSION

mantelpiece, where it has remained since it was
. mentioned in the Inventory of 1759. The smokingroom at the N.W. corner of the house is panelled,
and behind the panelling on the S. a blind window
forms a cupboard; there are also two windows
facing W., and on the S. a bolection-moulded
fireplace. The dining-room, which occupies the
corresponding N.E. corner, is also panelled and is
lit by two windows facing E. and one looking N.
On the S. is the fireplace, with a marble mantelpiece of well-known 18th-century type; this is
probably one of the mantelpieces that William
Coleburne, marble mason in Edinburgh, introduced
here between 1744 and 1748,6 although the same
pattern was very common in Edinburgh in Queen
Anne's reign.
The stair ascends easily to the second floor and,
as it rises, it gives direct access on the S. from its
upper quarter-landing, by means of a short stair
concealed within the thickness of the parpend-wall,
to the principal bedroom, which is situated at the
S.W. corner of the house. It then continues to
the second-floor l~nding, which has a sturdy oak
balustrade, Dutch in character. From this landing
one enters an outer room at the S.E. corner of the
house. This room is lit from the E. and S., and has
on the N. a bolection-moulded fireplace of stone.
From the outer room access is obtained on the
S.W. to the principal bedroom, which is lit from
S. and W., is panelled, and has pilasters on the
N. wall flanking a marble mantelpiece introduced in
1744-5. The cornice, which is of wood, is dentilated.
The room on the N. of and communicating with
this bedroom overlies the "parlour" and can be
identified as the " withdrawing room" of 1745, in
which year the present marble mantelpiece, which
has a scrolled frieze, was introduced. On either side
of the fireplace is a pilaster, and the walls are panelled.
The panelling is varnished and is consequently of a
decided red colour, which fact accounts for the
withdrawing room being called the "red room"
in 1759; it then had a bedstead concealed within
the panelling, probably in one or other of the two
doorways that lead into the adjoining rooms. Both
windows face W. At the N. end of the house there
were until about 1760, two rooms, the "N.W.
bedchamber" and the "yellow bedchamber" but
they were then thrown into one and the ceiling
was raised to suit the new proportions. The room
thus formed has been wholly modernised.
From the second floor upwards the stair is of pine
with turned balusters, the stringer and the hand-rail
being of oak. The garret contains six camp-ceiled
rooms, all but one of which have been modernised.
The absence of headroom in the garret at the N.
end results from the raising of the ceiling below.
The stable courtyard lies about 25 yds. N.E. of
the house. The buildings that enclose it have
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obviously been constructed out of re-used material,
the debris in all probability of the mansion of the
first Loch of Drylaw which may have stood on this
site or nearby. The size and arrangement of that
house is unknown; but it seems unlikely that any
substantial part of it remained to be included in the
existing buildings, as no trace can be seen in them
of the customary arrangement of a laird's house of
the time. The buildings are of harled rubble with
free-stone dressings throughout; the roofs are
modern and have tabled skews. The N . building is
used as a hen-house and boiler-house. At ground
level there are' four external doorways, three facing
E. and one W. On the S. is a window, on the E.
jamb of which an idle hand has carved the date
1741 and has thereby given us a lower limiting
date for the construction of the building. ' On the
W. is a window lighting the extension and contemporary with it, but a second window on its W.
side is clearly an afterthought. The ground floor is
divided into three compartments. Above the two
in the earlier part of the building is a 10ft, lit from
the W. and entered from the E. by means of a
ladder. Only at the N.E. corner is there a chimney,
and this seems to be comparatively modern.
The oblong building on the S. side of the courtyard is two-storeyed, the upper floor being entered
from the higher ground on the S. by a forestair.
At its E. end is a roofiess lean-to; from its W. end
a square cell, also roofiess, projects N. in alinement
with the W. gable. The lean-to roof has been
altered in pitch; beneath the original tabling on
the S. wall can be seen two small grotesque heads
carved in relief. A third grotesque head can be
seen carved on a large skew-put at the N.W. corner
of the cell. As this side of the courtyard now stands,
its ground floor includes an ash-pit in the cell, a
store for wood at the W. end of the main block, a
stable in the remainder and a loose-box in the
lean-to, while the upper floor above stable and store
is simply a long 10ft. That this was the original
arrangement is doubtful. The wood-store has a
large fireplace, apparently contracted, in its gable
and there is a fireplace at either end of the loft.
Fireplaces suggest habitable rooms, and in this case
rooms of some importance since the eastern of the
upper fireplaces has a good bolection-moulding
while the one to the W., of late 17th- or early 18thcentury type, has in addition a frieze, on which
swags carved in relief are separated by a central
keystone, as well as a moulded cornice. But the
fenestration throughout is not that of a laird's
house but of an outbuilding, part of which may
have been inhabited by employees. And the fireplaces are probably in secondary use, just as is the
bolection-moulded lintel of a fireplace which has
been used to support the outlet from a privy at the
N. end of the E. range. The E. range is rather
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wider than the loose-box from which it extends N.
It has only a single storey and is divided into two
compartments, in the northern and smaller of which
is an early 18th-century fireplace in primary usea useful clue to the age of the building itself. The
larger compartment is a byre. In its E. or back
wall is a gib let-checked window-lintel and a built-up
doorway, also giblet-checked, both of which date
from the 17th century and are in secondary use.
At its S.W. corner is a second built-up doorway,
surmounted on its outer side by a cavity such as is
often reserved for an armorial panel. The whole
corner loo)ts like the fragment of an entrance. On
the W. of the courtyard is a square, featureless
building which has been converted into a garage.
Where old material has been so extensively reused as in these buildings analysis becomes difficult,
if not impossible, without the stripping of walls
and the excavation of foundations. The probability
is, however, that George Loch lived in his grandfather's house until his own was completed, whereupon the older building was pulled down, either
wholly or at least in great part, in order to provide
material for the offices of its successor. The inventory
of 1759 records the following outbuildings-the
brew-house with a laundry in its loft; the bakehouse; the easter and wester stables; the hagghouse where, probably, wood was cut up; the
barn; the coach-house; the cart-house; and the
corn yard.
There are three wells-the first near the kitchen
door of the house, the second in the stable courtyard,
and the third immediately outside and to the N .
of this. About 300 yds. N.E. of the house stands a
roofless, oblong dovecot of 18th-century date;
this has two doorways side by side and facing S.,
and the nests were of wood. On its S.W. corner is a
two-faced tabular sundial. Another sundial, also
of the early 18th century, stands on the N. wall
of the garden.
1 Letters and Papers, Henry VIII, xix, pp. 333 f.
2 Loch, The Family of Loch, p. II6.
3 Ibid., p. 138.
4 Inventory of Midlothian and West Lothian, No. 142.
:; Ibid., No. 28. 6 Loch, op. cit., pp. 140-3.
174. Cramond House.-This mansion is a
composite structure and on plan resembles the
letter H, the parallel limbs running N. and S. and
the central part E. and W. The central part, of
three main storeys built of harled rubble with
exposed back -set and chamfered dressings, is
substantially the house built by John Inglis of
Cramond about 1680, shortly before his death.
This nucleus was refashioned internally by Sir
John Inglis who died in 1771 and was succeeded
by his brother, Sir Adam Inglis. Sir Adam is
credited with the addition of the W. wing in 1772,1
the year in which he died. This wing, also containing
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three main-storeys and built of harled rubble, has a
central circular bay projecting to the W. Some
twenty years after the extension was made a parallel
wing was added to the E. end of the original house.
Built of droved ashlar, this last extension has only
two storeys, the upper one very lofty. Its E. side
is the entrance front, in which the central part is
set forward and is surmounted by a pediment.
In the tympanum is carved the Inglis crest, a demilion issuing from a wreath and holding a mullet
in the right paw. The entrance has a moulded doorpiece approached by a perron which crosses a sunk
area; the windows on either side of the entrance,
like those in the adjoining gables, are tall and have
semi-circular heads with keystones. The basement
windows have back-set margins.
The entrance opens into a large and lofty central
hall. This has a coved ceiling, a reeded and banded
frieze and an enriched cornice. On the N. is a
massive stone mantelpiece with bold semi-shafts.
The hall gives access to a room at each side, also
large and equally lofty. The room to the S. is the
drawing-room. This is lit by one window facing S.
and three facing E. On the W . is a large grey
marble mantelpiece with a bold bolection-moulding
surmounted by a shelf. The walls have dado
panelling and an enriched frieze and cornice. The
dining-room on the N. of the hall is almost identical,
but the frieze is not enriched and the monumental
mantelpiece is of black marble. The hall also
gives access on the W. to the staircase, lit by a
cupola and containing a stone stair with flat balusters
of oak carved in relief with conventional foliage and
surmounted by a mahogany rail. Beyond the staircase lies the earliest part of the house, in which a
central passage runs W. on each floor to communicate
with the W. wing. Although a central passage is
unusual in 17th-century plans, this passage may
nevertheless be an original provision since on the
first floor it contains two 17th-century doorways
side by side. These have back-set and chamfered
margins and they do not seem to have been disturbed.
The two bold contemporary corbels nearby, one on
either side of the passage, are not, however, necessarily in their original positions. Apart from these
features nothing of particular interest is to be seen
either in the original house or in the W. wing.
SUNDIAL.-There is an interesting sundial on the
carriage-sweep before the entrance. This has been
fully recorded elsewhere 2 and it is enough to say
here that the relic is of the multi-dialled type and is
supported by a square baluster-shaft. On one
of the S. dial-faces the date 1732 is still visible.
But fifty years ago the name SIR ROB DICKSON could
also be seen below it, while the inscription ARCH.
HANDASYDE FECIT was then legible on the corresponding N. dial. These facts suggest that the
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sundial came originally from Inveresk, as Sir Robert
Dickson, who died in 1760, was laird of Inveresk
and Handasyde was a mason in Musselburgh.
Before coming to Cramond the sundial is said 3
to have stood on the adjoining property of Lauriston.
1 Wood, The antient and modern state of the
parish of Cramond, p. 44. 2 P.S.A.S., xxiv (1889-90),
pp. 23 2 -4. 3 Ibid.
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by 20 ft. 9 in., runs roughly N . and S. and has
circular turrets, entered from the attic floor, corbelled
out from the S. angles. The wing, which projects
5 ft. 6 in. W . from the N. end, was intended for a
scale-and-platt stair with a chamber above, access
to which and to the upper storey of the main block
was obtained from an existing turret-stair set out
on conoidal corbelling within the re-entrant angle.
The turret-stair also has a series of stepped corbels
175. Cammo House.-Permission to inspect higher up, and is developed to a rectangular plan
this property could not be obtained, and consequently near the top in order that the roof of the wing may
no first-hand description of it can be given. Accord- sweep over it unbroken. (Fig. 399.)
ing to SmalP the mansion was erected in 1693,
The fabric has been restored but still shows many
was rebuilt to the design of William Adam, and was signs of earlier alterations outside. Some windows
considerably extended in the 19th century. Small's for example are still built-up while others have
illustration shows the older part as a rectangular clearly been enlarged. The window margins are
harled block of four storeys with a battlemented dressed, their arrises being chamfer.ed where not
wall-head.
rounded off. The attic is lit by dormers, all having
1 The Castles and Mansions of the Lo'thians (1883),
plain, triangular, ashlar pediments with finials in
i, unpaged.
the form of thistles, roses, or fleurs-de-lys. One
176. "The Old Tolbooth," Bell's Brae, pediment has the date 1615 carved at the top,
Dean .-In the part of the Dean village that was followed by the initials of John Byres below and a
anciently the village of Water of Leith {po lxi), there shield still lower down-the latter uninscribed but
are still a few 18th-century houses built of rubble and flanked by the initials of his first wife, Mary Barclay.
roofed in some cases with pantiles. The majority are Near the angles the turrets have little recesses, of
of no great interest, but at the foot of Bell's Brae dumb-bell shape, resembling shot-holes. On the
stands a fine double tenement with crow-stepped S.W. turret is a sundial, legible only from the window
gables which is known as the Old Tolbooth. It has immediately above it. The gables are crow-stepped.
four storeys at one end and five at the other, where The roofs are of timber covered with slates, and for
the ground falls away. The N.W. corner is splayed those of the turrets special provision has had to be
back near the ground and corbelled out to a right made on the S. gable. The position of the original
angle above the first floor. The windows have entrance is not quite certain, although it was prodressed back-set margins with chamfered arrises. bably situated in the wing; the former entrance at
Two rectangular stair-towers, which contain the the S. end of the E. wall seems to be an insertion.
entrances to the upper floors, project northwards. Internally the house has been almost completely
The entrance to the E. stair has a moulded architrave modernised, but it still retains a 17th-century
and cornice, with a heavy keystone dated 1675, and fireplace on the first floor while a stretch of plain
the original entrance to the W. stair, now built up, 18th-century panelling covers part of one wall on
also has a moulded architrave and cornice, as well the floor above.
There is a modern extension at the N. end, into
as a panelled frieze inscribed in two lines GOD BLESS
which are built the following details from buildings
THE BAXTERS OF EDlN/BRUGH UHO BUILT THIS HOUS
1675. On the cornice rests a carved panel with in the old Town.
(I) A panel inscribed IEHOVA / NISI DOMINVS /
a circular garland, surmounted by a wheat-sheaf
flanked by two cherub's heads and bordered by the FRVSTRA 1614.
(2) A 17th-century dormer with an edge-roll
inscription GODS PROUEDENG· IS OUR / INHERITENS,
enclosed in its turn by scroll work. Within the moulding, surmounted by a pediment with a raking
garland are two bakers' peels in saltire, one charged cornice and thistle-shaped finial.
(3) A two-light window of the late 16th century,
with three cakes, the other with a pie, with a pair
said to have been removed from the building in the
of scales set fesswise across them. (Fig. 32.)
Cowgate that was known as the " French Ambassa177. Easter Coates House, Palmerston dor's Chapel." Its lintels and architraves are
Place.-This charming little L-shaped, 17th-century delicately moulded, and the triangular pediment
house stands in the close of St. Mary's Cathedral, and carries, set out in the manner of crockets on the
is now used partly as the Chapter Library. It is a upper surface of the cornice, a series of grotesque
rubble-built, harl-pointed structure of two storeys heads which are popularly supposed to represent the
and an attic. Its main block, which measures 43 ft. Twelve Apostles. In the tympanum is a recess
• The G probably represents a C .
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which is rather too deep to have held an armorial
panel and was probably intended to shelter an
effigy; at present it contains the upper part of a
pediment carved with a pair of compasses and a
parallel-rule and surmounted by a foliated finial.
(4) On either side of the window just mentioned
is a skew-put in the form of a grotesque head, the
one to the S. supporting a 17th-century globular
finial enriched with knulling and foliaceous ornament.
A modern counterpart of this rests on the skew-put
to the N.
(5) On the apex of the modern gablet above the
same window a segment of a circled pediment, with
a ball enrichment, has been set up as a finial.
(6) Immediately below the window two lintels of
other windows have been built in. That to the N.
has a shield at each end, one bearing a merchant's
mark flanked by the initials C I and the other only
the initials K H. The date 1600 appears in a little
central panel, on each side of which are two roundels,
containing cinquefoils, a strawberry leaf and a rose.
The second lintel has, at the left, a shield bearing
the same merchant's mark, with the initials C I,
K H below; then, following an index hand, appears
the inscription I PRAYS YE LORD FOR / AL HIS BENEFETIS
1601.
(7) A skew-put with a shield on which is carved
the letter A.
(8) A grotesque corbel, probably from a 15thcentury church.
(9) An early 17th-century doorway, round-arched
and boldly moulded.
(10) In the wall of a shed standing to the N.
of the house is inserted a lintel bearing the inscription
SPERAVI ET INVENI (" I have hoped and I have
found ") on either side of a central shield charged:
A war-wolf passant gardant, on a chief a crescent
between two mullets. In his System of Heraldryl
Nisbet refers to an almost identical coat of armsdiffering from this one only in the fact that it displayed
a third mullet in place of the central crescentas being cut above the entry to a house in the
Cowgate "which belonged formerly to the name
of Dickison."
(11) In the modern screen-wall that links the
extension with the choir-school there is a gateway
facing S., in which have been re-used two 17thcentury door-jambs with semi-shafts rising from
moulded bases to rudimentary Ionic capitals.
(I2) A rockery near by contains some miscellaneous
fragments, mostly of 17th-century finials and
pilasters.
(13) A lintel inscribed BLlSSIT BE GOD IN AL HIS
GIFTIS, with the initials of I(ohn) B(yres) and M(ary)
B(arclay) and the date 1611, is said to have been
brought to Easter Coates from Byer's Close (No. 20)
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in the Old Town more than a century ago. This
can no longer be found.
HISTORICAL NOTE.-John Byres, born in 1569,
purchased the Easter Coates property about 1610.
Thereafter he held office as Bailie, Dean of Guild
and Treasurer of Edinburgh. He married first
Mary Barclay, of Towie Barclay, who died in 1616.
In 1617-8 he married Agnes Smith, daughter of
Robert Smith, merchant burgess. In 1629 he died,
and his tombstone still exists in Greyfriars Churchyard 2 (No. 7, Mon. 24).
1 Edn. 1722, i, p. 342.
2 D.E.C., ii, p. 134.

178. Murrayfield House.-In 1734 Archibald
Murray, second son of Alexander Murray of
Cringletie, purchased Nisbet Park, part of the lands
of Dean, and changed the name to Murrayfield.
He must have built the house soon afterwards, for
it is shown on a map of Edinburgh which can
be dated by internal evidence to the third decade
of the 18th century. As it stands to-day the building
is in two parts. The W. one is the older and comprises a tall, oblong, early-Georgian house, while
the E. part is a late-Georgian extension, also oblong
but lower (Fig. 410). This addition may be attributed to Archibald Murray's son and heir,
Alexander, who succeeded to the property in 1773.
Alexander Murray married Katherine Lindsay of
Evelick in that year, became Lord Henderland and
Murrayfield on his elevation to the bench in 1783.
and died of cholera at Murrayfield in 1795. Lord
Henderland, it is said, originally proposed to add
a similar wing to the W. side of the house, as was
actually done at Beechwood (No. 180).
The house faces S. The back and sides are harled
but the dressings are exposed. The three-storeyed
front of the earlier part is of rubble with back-set
dressings and quoins. In the centre is the entrance,
a moulded doorpiece with a segmental head enclosing
a fanlight. The window directly above it on the
second floor is of the Venetian variety, the others
being oblong with hung sashes; those of the upper
floors, with their heavy astragals, are original, while
the late-Georgian" lamb's tongue" astragals of the
ground-floor sashes indicate renewals.
At the
wall-head runs a moulded cornice interrupted by a
central triangular pediment bearing three urns as
finials. The skew-puts are scrolled. The addition
has two storeys only. Its lower front windows are
arched and recessed while those above are oblong
and lofty. In its E. wall there is a blind Venetian
window. The N. or back wall is partly masked by
still later additions. Below the S. part of Lord
Henderland's addition there is a cellarage with
brick vaults, and there is also a cellar below the
S.E. corner of the older part. Now entirely' subterranean, this latter cellar originally had small
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openings facing S. and E. Its construction does
not, however, indicate that it is earlier than the
superstructure.
The entrance opens into a central vestibule which
runs the full depth of the older part of the house
and contains, at its N. end, a stone scale-and-platt
stair with a turned oak balustrade. On the W. of
the vestibule is the dining-room, which also occupies
the full width of this part of the house. Its N. end
is rounded and contains a niche on each side of the
centre-an arrangement characteristic of late-GeorgThis rounded end,
ian work in Edinburgh.
coupled with the fact that a built-up doorway may
be seen on the outside of the N. wall, points to an
~lteration having been made, presumably by Lord
Henderland, who may have thrown two rooms into
one. The walls of the dining-room have plaster
panels and broad stiles and rails of pine (p. lxix).
The S. wall contains two original windows. A
third window has recently been opened out in the
W. wall. This wall also contains an original stone
mantelpiece with _rounded corners. Above it is a
panel, framed and lugged and surmounted by a
pediment. Directly opposite the fireplace there is a
china-cupboard with a moulded architrave and
shaped shelves. A coat of arms has been painted
below the architrave, and a monogram has been
painted on the inside of each of the panelled doors
that enclose the recess. The shield is charged :
On a chief of three stars, for Murray, en surtout an
inescutcheon charged, On a cross flowered Sable,
five mullets for Rigby. The shield is surmounted
by a wreath and the Henderland crest, a dexter
hand issuing, holding a scroll of paper. Over all is
the Henderland motto DEUM TIME (CC Fear God ").
The monograms comprise the initials A M and M M .
As Henderland's second son, John Archibald,*
married Mary, eldest daughter of William Rigby
of Oldfield Hall, Cheshire, in 1826, the monograms
must have been painted after this date.
In the early house there were two rooms on the
E. side of the vestibule. The one at the S.E. corner,
a parlour or morning-room, survives without alteration other than the opening out of a doorway in the
N. wall. It has two windows facing S., and on the
E. a stone mantelpiece with rounded corners beside
which there is a narrow press. The room at the
N.E. corner, now used as a pantry, has been reduced
by the conversion of its S. side into a passage giving
access to the later wing; a scullery has been thrown
out on its N. side. The wing contains at this level
a servants' hall and the kitchen, both entered from
a passage on the N. from which the stair descending
to the cellarage is also reached.
On the first floor the original arrangement of five
rooms, one at each corner and one above the vesti-
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bule, still obtains in the older part of the house.
All the rooms are simply panelled in pine and have
stone mantelpieces with rounded corners, in some
cases surmounted by boldly moulded cornices of
wood. Three of them are bedrooms, the fourth has
become a bathroom, and the fifth, situated at the
S.E. corner, is a sitting-room. Through this last
access is obtained to the drawing-room formed by
Lord Henderland in his extension. The drawingroom is a very handsome room lit from the S. by
three lofty windows. On the N. is a particularly
good mantelpiece of pine with stucco enrichment.
The contemporary interior grate of brass came from
another house. The walls have a dado rail and a
frieze enriched with a painted fret. The coved
ceiling originally bore an oval painting . .
Upwards from the first floor the stair is of wood.
It gives access to four bedrooms on the second
floor, one of which is panelled, as well as to a bathroom, and continues to the attic where there are
two rooms and a bed-closet. The W. attic-room has
a bolection-moulded mantelpiece; the mantelpiece
in the E. room has plain stone jambs.

179. Ravelston House.-In 1620 George
Foulis, Master of the Mint, purchased the estate of
Ravelston, and built a mansion there between 1622 and
1624. He died in 1633 and is commemorated, together
with his wife Joneta Bannatine, by a handsome monument(22) in Greyfriars Churchyard (No. 7). Hishouse
was destroyed by fire, but some fragments of it survived and these are described in the Inventory of Midlothian (No. 30). In 1726 the property was sold to
Alexander Keith, whose son, also Alexander, built
the present mansion shortly before his death in 1792.
This house was extended by a kinsman, who purchased the place in 1872; and in 1915-6 the extension
was raised in height and the mansion itself was
remodelled internally by the present proprietrix.
The house, which is typical of the late-Georgian
period, is cubical but for two towers projecting at
the back and front, the former circled on plan and
the latter octagonal. The fas:ade faces N. and has
at either end an arcaded screen terminating in a low
pavilion. The screen and pavilion on the E. are
open shells, provided to balance the corresponding
parts on the W., where the pavilion was originally
a coach-house with rooms above and was linked to
the main building by a passage which ran behind the
screen. This screen became the front of the nineteenth-century extension, which has now been
raised to the height of the main building. The main
building has a basement, sunk on the N. side and
open in other directions, together with two main
upper floors; but the towers rise above the main

• He was born in 1779. was raised to the bench with the title of Lord Murray about 1839. and died in 1859.
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roof and contain two additional storeys. The N.
tower has Ionic pilasters at the entrance level with a
blind balustrade above the entablature, and is partly
of polished ashlar; the rest of the building is
simply treated, the droved ashlar-work being relieved
only by a couple of belts, a cornice and a blockingcourse. The entrance, reached from the carriage
sweep by a graceful perron which crosses the sunk
area and has a good cast-iron balustrade, opens into a
central octagonal entrance-hall enriched with plaster
plaques bearing figure-subjects. On the S. of the
entrance hall is the morning-room, lit from a circular
bay on the S. and having the N. end also rounded.
On the E. of these apartments the drawing-room runs
the full width of the house and is lit from the N.,
S., and E. On the W. side the dining-room occupies
the S.W. corner, the N.W. corner containing a
modern staircase. In the extension to the W. a
smoking-room opens out of the dining-room and
pantries from the staircase. Although these apartments are finished in the style current when the
house was built, they have all, with the exception
of the entrance-hall, undergone some alteration; in
the drawing-room, however, the only major change
has been the introduction of a new mantelpiece.
The basement and the upper floors have been
extensively modernised.
180. Beechwood House, CorstorphineRoad.
-This house, which stands on the S. shoulder of
Corstorphine Hill, was built in 1780 by Francis
Scott, second son of the laird of Harden l • This date
is recorded on a stone in the back wall. The parish
minister, writing at some time before 1795,2
describes the house as " remarkable for that pleasing
and elegant neatness with which it hath been
embellished by its present possessor"-Colonel
Alexander Leslie, who bought the property in 1786
and sold it in 1797 to Major-General Sir David
Dundas. As it stands to-day, the house comprises
a square main block facing S., at either end of which
a wing has been added. These wings are presumably
part of the embellishment referred to in the Statistical
Account. The main block has a sunk basement, two
upper floors and an attic, while the wings are a storey
lower. The back and side walls are of rubble. The
front (Fig. 409) is of polished ashlar. The main
block has back-set quoins and dressings, a belt above
the basement, and a moulded cornice at the wall-head
surmounted by a blocking course, on which rest
four urns. The entrance, sheltered by a shallow
Doric porch, is reached from a perron. The wings
have a blind balustrade running below the sills of
the windows, which are loftier than those of the
main block. As on the main block there is a moulded
cornice and a blocking course.
On the ground floor the main block is divided into
six compartments. Of these the central one on the
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S. side is the vestibule, into which the entrance
opens, the corresponding compartment on the N.
being the staircase. The rooms at the S. corners
of the main block enter from the vestibule and
those at the N. corners from the staircase. The
morning-room, which occupies the S.W. corner of
the main block, has two windows facing S., and on
the W. a mantelpiece of white marble. This mantelpiece, fluted on jambs and frieze and bearing a
central carved panel representing Ceres, flanked by
garlands of wheat-ears above the jambs, was brought
from a back room. On its N. side a doorway has
been broken out in the W. gable to provide access to
the W. wing. This doorway opens into a tiny
oval lobby giving entry on the N . to a service staircase and through that to a room in the N. half of
the wing. On the S. of the lobby is an alcove,
just sufficiently large to contain a writing desk and
provided with a window. On the W. side of the
lobby double doors admit to the drawing-room.
This is an elegant salon circled at both ends, a
French window at the W. end corresponding with
the entrance at the E. end. There are two more
windows facing S. On the N . is a fluted mantelpiece
of white marble.
The ceiling is handsomely
enriched. On the E. of the vestibule is the library ;
this is obviously the old dining-room, since there is a
recess in the N. wall for a sideboard, but otherwise
this room, like the two in the N . corners of the main
block, is not of particular interest. With the building
of the E. wing it became a passage-room giving
access to the present dining-room, which occupies the
S. half of the wing. This later dining-room is a
stately apartment, square-ended and lit from S.
and E. On the N. there is a fluted mantelpiece of
white marble enriched with carved trophies. The
walls have dado panelling with plaster panelling
above, and the ceiling is admirably enriched. On
the N. of the dining-room are pantries. The basement contains the usual kitchen and offices. On the
first floor are four bedrooms and a bathroom, the
The attic
latter contrived from a dressing-room.
provides four additional bedrooms.
1 New Stat. Acet., i, p. 215.
2 Stat. Acet., xiv,

P·447·
181. Clermiston House.-The lands of Clermiston were separated from the estate of Corstorphine
in 1771. In 1792 the present mansion was built
near the top of the W. slope of Corstorphine Hill,
by Samuel Mitchelson, one of the Principal Clerks
of Session. l Apart from additions on E. and N.E.
the building is roughly cubical and consists of a
sunk basement, two upper floors and an attic. The
masonry is rubble on the basement floor and droved
ashlar above; the stone probably came from
Ravelston quarry. The fa'Yade faces W. Its central
part is recessed and the projection on either side is
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pedimented. The recess contains a shallow, pillared
loggia surmounted by a balustrade. The basement
windows are plain. The windows of the ground
floor have moulded architraves and cornices, while
those of the first floor have moulded architraves only.
The dormers on the attic floor are modern. The
ground floor is defined by a plain belt. The moulded
sill-course of the ground-floor windows continues
as a string-course across the front of the projections.
There is a moulded cornice at the wall-head.
The plan is simple, resembling in arrangement
those of Murrayfield and Beechwood (Nos. 178
and 180). On the ground floor there is a central
vestibule with the staircase at its E. end and two
public rooms on each side. The vestibule has an
enriched ceiling and the walls are enriched with
sculptured plaques. The staircase is lit by a cupola,
and contains a rather cramped geometrical stair with
stone steps and heavy, turned balusters. The
former dining-room and front drawing-room occupy
respectively the S.W. and N.W. corners, while the
back drawing-room and morning-room are situated
at the N .E. and S.E. corners. These rooms are well
proportioned and are finished with dado panelling,
plaster panelling and enriched cornices. Two of the
mantelpieces are of marble, a third is of pine with
stucco enrichment. The back drawing-room has
become an ante-chamber to the mo.dern diningroom in the N.E. extension, and its mantelpiece has
been removed. The kitchen quarters and offices
are in the basement. On the first floor there are
three large and two small bedrooms, as well as
bathrooms which were originally dressing-rooms. In
the attic there are two bedrooms. None of these
apartments is of special interest.
1 New Stat. Acct., i, p. 215.

182. Roseburn House, Roseburn Avenue.This building, which stands some 300 yds S. of
Coltbridge, on a low haugh flanking the Water
of Leith on its. right bank, originated in the 16th
century as a small tower, a century later became a
commodious country mansion, and has recently been
swallowed up by the western suburbs of Edinburgh.
At its largest the house extended round three sides of a
courtyard, open to the S. ; but the W. wing has long
since been demolished, only a fragment of its outer wall
remaining to mark its position. The oldest part of
the surviving structure is a tower at the N.W. corner,
rectangular on plan but for a circular projection on
the S.E. designed to hold the turnpike stair. It
contains a vaulted basement with two upper storeys,
and in the first instance either stood wholly detached
or was joined to a low outbuilding occupying the
subsequent position of the W. wing. Its entrance
is at the stair-foot. The doorway has a bold
quirked edge-roll and on the lintel is a panel, on
either side of which runs the inscription AL MY HOIP
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followed by the date 1582 below. In
the panel is a shield, flanked by two sets of initials,
M Rand K F. The shield is parted per pale and
charged: Dexter, on a chevron between three
tadpoles, three mullets; sinister, three fishes naiant
fesswise in pale. The arms and initials are evidently
those of Mungo Russell, a burgess and guildbrother of Edinburgh from 1572-3 and Treasurer
from 1575 to 1582,1 and of his wife, probably a
Katherine Fisher. The masonry is of rubble,
harled and whitewashed, and the window dressings
have rounded arrises. The slated roof is received
on crow-stepped gables (cf. Figs. 403, 416).
IS IN YE LORD
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FIG. 41I.-Roseburn House (No. 182).

The first addition, two storeys in height, ran S.
in alinement with the side walls of the tower. The
only features of it left are a window in the W. wall,
and in the wall of the tower a fireplace which was
contracted towards the close of the 17th century.
The next extension, which may be assigned to the
end of the 17th century, was to the E. Two storeys
and a garret in height, it was Z-shaped on plan;
the easternmost part being a rectangular tower
housing a scale-and-platt stair with bottle-nosed
steps, which rose from ground to garret. The
entrance at the stair-foot, which has a bold architrave
with late Renaissance mouldings, shouldered at the
head, now became the principal entry. Of the four
compartments into which the ground floor is divided,
three are vaulted. There were a similar number of
rooms upon the first floor, but two of those on the
right of the scale-staircase have lately been thrown
into one. The only features of special interest here
are a 17th-century fireplace with an early 18thcentury contraction, an aumbry, and the pine
panelling of late 18th-century type in the room
to the left of the scale-staircase. The masonry of
this extension is identical with that of the earlier
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part, but the window arrises are chamfered. In the
18th century the S. end of this extension was carried
S. in a plain two-storeyed addition, while passages
were thrown out at the back to avoid the inconvenience of rooms en suite; at the same time the
interior as a whole was generally remodelled. These
alterations can probably be ascribed to Agnes
Campbell, widow of Andrew Anderson, printer, who
obtained sasine of the property in 1715, eleven
years after she had acquired it, and who was thereafter
known as Lady Roseburn. 2
A disused draw-well still exists about 30 yards N.
of the tower. A little mound to the W., on which
until lately a rectangular dovecot stood, has been
conjectured to be " a prehistoric barrow"3 mainly
on the evidence of some cists discovered in trenching
the ground near by;4 there is, however, nothing in
its present appearance to confirm the supposition.
INSCRIBED LINTEL.-A particularly fine fireplacelintel of the 16th century, which has no connection
with the house, has been built into the back wall of
the N. wing, facing the courtyard. It measures
7 ft. 9 in. by 1 ft. 4 in. At either end is carved a
conventional Gothic building flanked by towers, the
central part of each being treated as a traceried
panel. The dexter one is inscribed: GYF YOV /
VIL ENTER / AT CHRIST/TIS DURE / 1562, and the
!linister one: INCLINE / YI EIR VN/TO YE PYRE. In
the centre is a shield charged with the Royal Arms
and surmounted by a label bearing the motto IN
DEFENS; it is flanked by two others, both uncharged
although the dexter one is inscribed GRACIA DEI. A
moulding runs above the shields, breaking and
returning above the central one. The margin above
this is inscribed GOD KEIPE OVRE CROVNE & SEND
GVD SVCCESSIVN. On the margin at the bottom of
the lintel runs: 0 GOD [ON ME HAVE] REVTH [ . . .]
IN TREVTH, while between the central shield and
each lateral one there are four lines of inscription
embodying texts from the Te Deum and the Preces,
Latin text being followed by Scots translation.
They are evidently intended to run across the stone
without interruption by the central shield, and
taken in this way they read as follows: SALVVM
FAC POPVL(VM) TVV(M) n(oMI)NE QVE(M) REDEMISTI
P(RE)CIOSO SANG(VIN)E / LORD SAVE YI PEOPLE QHAM
YOV HAS REDE(EMIT) / DA PACEM DOMINE IN DIEBVS
NOS"':"RIS QVIA / LORD GYF PECE IN OVR[E D]AYIS YAR
IS NON. It is unnecessary to suppose that the
missing parts of the texts were cut on the jambs
of the original fireplace, as texts on stained glass
are often found to be broken off in this way where
there was no room for their completion (Fig. 20).
lO.E.C., iii, p. 187. 2 J. A. Fairley, Agnes
Campbell, Lady Roseburn, p. 36. 3 O.E.C., iii, p.
184. 4 Wilson, Memorials, i, p. 95.
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183. DaIry House, Orwell Place.-This plain,
substantial and commodious country-house of the
mid-17th century, now used partly as the Normal
Practising School and partly as a branch of " Toc
H," has become enclosed on three sides by modern
buildings and is to-day merely a unit in a street of
working-class houses. It includes an oblong, threestoreyed main block running N.W. and S.E., from
the centre of which a semi-hexagonal tower, containing a spacious turnpike, projects in front and
rises about 6 ft. above the main wall-head to an
ogival slated roof. When the original structure
came to be extended S. in the 19th century, a
modern and similar tower was erected to balance
the first at what had formerly been the S.W. corner.
The masonry is rubble with dressed and back-set
margins at the corners and voids. The wall-heads
have a cavetto-moulded eaves-course. The gables
at either end finish in tabling with scrolled skewputs, but a third one in the centre of the building
has crow-steps. A built-up entrance, an early
insertion if not actually original, is seen on the
N. side of the stair-tower.
The fabric has been remodelled at various times
from the 18th century onwards, and there has been
so much alteration inside that the original arrangement can only be conjectured. But the position
of the kitchen seems to be fixed by an oven on the
N. side of the turnpike. The S. half of the first floor,
now subdivided, was originally devoted to a single
large public room; this had a fine plaster ceiling
of the Restoration period, still extant in part, which
is divided by moulded ribs into square compartments, the junctions of the panels being circled and
enriched with pendants. In each compartment is a
moulded plaster ornament or " stamp," the various
devices, which are enumerated below, all being
found on other ceilings of the period. (I) A saltire
surmounted of a crown flanked by the initials
C(arolus) R(ex) 2 and the date 1661. (2) A sword
and sceptre (" The Honours ") crossed in saltire and
flanked by the initials C R 2 with a crown and the
date 1661 in the upper angle. A label below bears
the inscription'*' NOBIS HAEC INVICTA / MISERVNT 108
PROAVI (" A hundred and eight forefathers handed
these down to us unconquered "). (3) The Scottish
crest flanked by intials C R 2. (4) A lion rampant
charged with a mullet.t (5) A cherub's head.
(6) A thistle slipped. (7) Terminal figures. (8) A
fleur-de-lys. (9) A vine slip. (10) A rose on a
cartouche.
Dairy House was the home of John Chiesly of
Dairy, who murdered the Lord President on 31st
March 1689. Chiesly was immediately apprehended,
tortured, maimed and hanged. l
1 Wilson, Memorials, i, p. 178.

t Not the anns of Chiesly of Dairy, as these were three
roses slipped.

• The same inscription is noted under No. 185.
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184. Castle Barns, Morrison Street.-All
that survives of Castle Barns are two plain, oblong,
rubble-built tenements (Numbers 40-44 Morrison
Street) and their western neighbour (Number 50),
none of which seem earlier than the middle of the
18th century. The larger house has three storeys
and an attic, entrance to the upper floors being had
from a semicircular stair-tower projecting behind
into Orchardfield Court, which is itself entered from
a central passage running beneath the building and
arched at either end. On the ground floor there is a
modern shop on each side of the passage. The first
and second floors each have six windows to the
front, while the attic is lit from a storm window
on each side of a central gablet which contains
two windows. The roof is pantiled. Each floor
was a separate flat, and the interior is devoid of
interest.
The extension from the E. gable is of considerably
later date; but the low pan tiled building which
extends westward from the other gable is contemporary, and is typical of the minor houses in Scottish
country towns. It has two storeys and an attic, the
first floor being entered by a forestair. The interior is
again quite uninteresting.

185. Merchiston Castle, Colinton Road.The tower-house of the Napiers of Merchiston is
situated on high ground which has been built over in
the southward extension of the city. It has lately been
relieved of the modern additions that enclosed it
on all sides but the E., but the City's plans for
restoration were held up by the late war and the
building, when visited, was in a neglected condition.
It is approached from Colinton Road through an
early 18th-century archway with rusticated piers
surmounted by lions couchant. Immediately inside
the entrance can be seen two Renaissance gate-piers
evidently set up there for preservation.
The tower is L-shaped on plan. Its main block,
which measures 28 ft. 10 in. by 43 ft. I in. over
walls about 6 ft . thick, runs E. and W., while the
wing, measuring 18 ft. 9 in. by 22 ft. 6 in. over
walls from 6 ft. to 8 ft. thick, projects N. in alinement
with the W. gable. The height from ground to
parapet is about 50 ft. Beneath the parapet-walk
were five main storeys and above it an attic storey
within the roof-space. The parapet, borne on
separate corbels of two members, breaks out into
circled bartizans at the salient corners of the main
block, but is merely rounded at the corners of the
wing. Between the latter, however, can be seen
the remains of a machicolation. The masonry is
rubble, built in courses 13 in. to 14 in. high, with
chamfered dressings at such openings as have not
23 2
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been altered. The attic of the wing is lit by 17thcentury dormer-windows (Fig. 417).
No part of the tower itself is or has been vaulted,
but in the re-entrant angle outside is a vaulted
subterranean cellar reached by a stair descending
from the basement of the wing and having two
hatchways in its vault. Such provision is in every
way unusual. The cell has neither a latrine nor a
ventilation flue and its use as a " pit" can therefore be
ruled out. Its connection with the basement of the
wing and the provision of ceiling-hatches both seem
to imply that it was no more than a store-cellar,
although there would seem to have been adequate
storage-room in the basement of the main block.
Whatever~ its purpose, it has all the appearance of
being an afterthought. It has recently been filled
in for safety.
The lower part of the principal entrance to the
tower can be seen in the S. wall at the level of the
first floor. But there may have been another entrance,
on the basement floor, situated in the N. wall of
the main block facing the re-entrant angle, where
a mural lobby can still be seen. The lobby, which
has a mural chamber on its W. side, has doorways
back and front, and these, although modern, may
be in the position of older openings. The basement
of the main block, now subdivided, was originally a
single compartment, lit by a single window in each
wall except the N. one and containing a newelstair within the S.W. corner; this stair still rises
to the parapet, where it emerges from a cylindrical
cap-house with a conical roof. On the N. the
basement of the main block opened into that of
the wing, which seems to have been the original
kitchen as at one time the recess of a kitchen fireplace
was to be seen in the gable, which is, moreover,
thick enough throughout its height to carry a kitchen
flue. At the back of the recess is a small window
with a locker on one side of the embrasure, but the
kitchen received most of its light from a window
facing W. The steps that led down to the external
cellar ran through the opposite wall.
On the first and second floors the floor levels have
been altered, and the W. half of the main block
has been gutted for the insertion of a modern
staircase, with the result that, in place of the former
two, there is now but a single chamber in the mairi
block, as in the wing. The only one of these four
rooms calling for special notice is the E. room on the
second floor, which was remodelled in the
17th century. It has an ornate plaster ceiling of the
" Restoration" period, enriched with · such usual
devices as fleurs-de-lys, cherub's heads and lionmasks, as well as the Royal crest and the Honours,
the sword and sceptre exhibited in saltire, flanked
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by the initials C(arolus) R(ex) 2 beneath the crown
and having below a label inscribed: NOBIS HAEC
INVICTA / MISERUNT 108 PROAVI (" A hundred and
eight forebears handed these down to us unconquered ")." The most interesting of the devices,
however, are reliefs of "David Rex" with his
harp and" Alexander" (the Great). The walls of
this room are panelled in a late 17th-century fashion,
and its E. window has been enlarged to correspond
with another immediately below, which was enlarged
similarly and at the same time. On the third floor
there is one chamber in the wing and three in the
main block, one being a tiny slip-room or lobby.
With the exception of the last, all have 17th-century
fireplaces and one still has 17th-century panelling.
The fourth floor and the attic are featureless. The
parapet-walk runs round the whole building; it is
laid with overlapping flagstones and drained by
projecting stone spouts except at the re-entrant
angle, the supposed position of the entrance.
No reference has been made so far to mural
chambers above the basement floor. There is one
of these on the first floor at the N .E. angle of the
wing; the second floor has three, two of them at
the N. angles of the main block, and the third at
the S.E. corner of the wing; the third floor has
four, respectively at the S.W. corner and E. side of
the main block and at the N.W. and S.E. corners
of the wing; while the fourth and attic floors of
the wing each have one, situated at the S.E. and
N.E. corners respectively. These cavities, some of
them no doubt close-garderobes, are characteristic
features in other tower-plans from the 14th to the
early 16th century.
The various additions and alterations that have
been made prevent a full examination of the fabric,
and consequently any estimate of its date can only
be approximate. But on general grounds it may be
assigned to the 15th century, the lands of Upper
and Lower Merchiston "cum turre et manerie
earundem" being included in a sasine of 1494-5. 1
Evidence of remodelling in the 17th century is selfevident, while the early 18th century probably
witnessed some minor alteration seeing that the
armst of Francis Scott, 6th Baron Napier, who
succeeded his mother in 1706, are painted in various
parts of the interior.
In May 1572 Merchiston was one of the places
occupied as blockhouses by the King's forces to
prevent supplies reaching Edinburgh Castle, then
holding out for Queen Mary,2 and was attacked
more than once. In the first attempt some outhouses were seized and despoiled but the tower
• This seems to have been a favourite motto. Cf. No. 183
and Inventory of Midlothian, Nos. 157 and 225.

t

Quarterly, 1st and 4th, Argent, a saItire engrailed,
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itself resisted successfully although the attackers
tried to smoke out the garrison-the accepted
method of capturing a Scottish tower at this time.
The Queen's men returned with cannon at the
beginning of the following month and succeeded in
breaching the walls in several places, but they were
scared off when the garrison were on the point of
asking for terms of surrender.3
1 Reg. Mag. Sig., 1424-1513, No. 2234.
2 The
Historie and Life of King James the Sext, p. 100.
quoted in O.E.C., xvi, p. 22. 3 Ibid., pp. 23-4.

186. Bruntsfield House, Whitehouse Loan,
-This property, once part of the Burgh Muir, takes
its name from Richard Broune, King's Sergeant of the
Muir, "Broune's field" having become "Bruntsfield" by a simple phonetic change. In 1381
Broune resigned the property to Sir Alan de Lauder,
whose descendants built the existing mansion in the
late 16th century to replace an earlier structure.
Standing as it does, screened by venerable trees
within high-walled grounds, the house is still
secluded although the city has long since overtaken
and surrounded it. As first built it was shaped
on plan like the letter Z, as it comprised an oblong
main block, measuring about 57 ft. from E. to W.
by 26 ft. from N. to S., and two rectangular towers
projecting from diametrically opposite corners and
measuring respectively 18 ft. by 21 ft. and 34 ft. by
23 ft. All three divisions held three storeys and an
attic, the upper ones reached from two turret-stairs
corbelled out within the N.W. and S.E. re-entrant
angles. This nucleus forms the W. part of the
present building. In 1605, two years after he had
acquired the property, John Fairlie of Braid reconditioned the old fabric and extended the main block
about 39 ft. eastwards, at the same time rebuilding
the E. end of the old S. wall and providing
an additional stair-turret within the N .E. reentrant angle.
On the S. he also formed
a courtyard, the arched entrance to which still
exists although it has been considerably enlarged.
His great-grandson sold the property in 1695 to
George Warrender of Lochend, then a bailie and
ultimately Lord Provost of Edinburgh, with whose
descendants it remained until it was purchased by
the municipality in 1935. In the 19th century the
Warrenders remodelled the place internally and also
made additions to the S. and N.E. The masonry
throughout is rubble, prepared for harling, with
exposed dressings which are rounded at the arris.
The two original turret-stairs have conoidal corbelling enriched with cable- and billet-ornament.
The one on the N. is again corbelled out near the
cantoned with four roses Gules, for Napier, 2nd and 3rd,
Or, on a bend Azure, a mullet between two crescents of
the first, within a double tressure flory-counter- flory of
the second, for Scott of Thirlestane .
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top to support a cap-house, which may in the first
instance have been an open bartizan looking
<>ut towards Edinburgh Castle. The conical roof
<>f the S. turret has a thistle-shaped finial of stone.
The dormer windows have triangular or circled
pediments bearing the initials of John Fairlie and
his wife Elizabeth Westoun; the same initials,
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FIG. 412.-Bruntsfield House (No. 186).

.cut singly and combined in monogram, and accompanied by the date 1605, occur in the pediments
<>f the large windows upon the first floor of Fairlie's
extension. The original entrance, now built up
and covered by a modern vestibule, is in the E.
wall of the larger tower; it appears to have been
surmounted by a pediment of 1605, over which
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again was an earlier armorial panel. In the primary
arrangement this entrance admitted to a vaulted
passage containing a scale-and-platt staircase at its
farther end. A doorway on the N. side of the
passage opened into the main block, while another
on the opposite side gave entry to the original kitchen,
which was situated at the S. end of this tower.
When the staircase was removed, kitchen and
passage were thrown into one although the vaults
of both were left, while the wide, arched, kitchenfireplace in the S. gable was also retained. A short
vaulted passage on the S. side of the main block
gives access to two vaulted cellars on the N ., and
to a third at the E. end. The last, in its turn, gives
access to a fourth vaulted cellar in the basement
of the N. tower, and since 1605 it has a1so led to
the nearer of two vaulted compartmehts in Fairlie's
extension, evidently a storeroom, through which a
new groin-vaulted kitchen was approached. On the
first floor there was a single room in the N. tower,
while the S. tower contained the stair-head and a
room in addition. The main block held two rooms,
and the larger, or western most, of these still retains
its early 18th-century panelling, which is, apart
from the bolection-moulded fireplaces in some of
the other rooms, the only feature of special interest
left in the building. The 17th-century extension
contains a single large room on the first floor. On
the second floor there was one room in the N. tower,
four in the main block, one of which had a close
garderobe, and two in the S. tower. The arrangement of the attic floor is generally similar.
TOMBSTONE.-A 17th-century graveslab found
nearby in Spottiswoode Street- has been built into
a garden wall on the E. of the house. Measuring
6 ft. 6 in. by 3 ft. 3 in., it bears in its lower half a
shield charged with a saltire; this may possibly
be for Rose, as at one time the initials M I Rand
the date 1645 were legible beside the shield. l In
the upper part is a scroll bearing an illegible motto
above a weatherworn cherub's head, as well as a
skull and cross-bones flanked by two mattocks.
1 Warrender,
Walks near Edinburgh, p. 17.

187. The Hermitage of Braid.-The estate of
Braid, lying between the Blackford and Braid Hills
and now enclosed by the S.W. suburbs of Edinburgh,
was purchased in 1772 by Charles Gordon of
Clunie, who built the mansion of Braid House
about 1785. Standing as it does secluded in a
bottom, the house became popularly known as
Braid Hermitage. Together with its policies it
was presented to the city in 1937. In appearance the
building has something of the "castle" style used
by Robert Adam at Culzean, Ayrshire, and perhaps
also at 5B York Place, Edinburgh (No. 126), and
its design has consequently been attributed to that

• This circumstance suggests a plague burial.
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architect, but the fabric, taken as a whole, is by no
means characteristic of his work. It may, however,
be the case that Adam supplied general sketch-plans
which were executed by someone else. The building,
which has a basement, two upper floors and an attic,
is oblong on plan but for two projections situated
respectively at the centre of each end; the W.
one, which is the shallower, contains the entrance,
while the one to the E. contains the staircase. Apart
from the front, which is entirely of ashlar, the elevations are of rubble with ashlar dressings. Front
and back are battlemented and have a corbeltable which is continued on the sides as an eavescourse. From the four corners of the building rise
mock turrets.
The entrance opens from the W. into a vestibule
with a coved frieze, dentilated cornice and enriched
ceiling. Beyond this a passage divides the house
into two parts, to N. and S., and at its farther end
opens to the staircase. On the S. of the passage
and vestibule the drawing-room and dining-room lie
en suite. The first occupies the S.W. corner and
is lit from the W. by a Venetian window flanked
by fluted pilasters, and from the S. by two single
windows. On the E. is the fireplace; this has a
marble slip and a carved pine mantelpiece of Adam
type. The walls have a modelled frieze and an
enriched cornice. The dining-room, at the S.E.
corner, is lit from the E. by a Venetian window
and from the S. by two single windows, the heads
of which are enriched with festoons. On the W.
is the fireplace which has a black marble slip and a
particularly good mantelpiece of carved pine, typical
of the period. The walls have dado panelling and a
moulded cornice. On the N. side of the passage
the library occupies the N.W. corner; it has a
Venetian window on the W., but the side-lights are
closed to form book-cupboards. On the N. is a single
blank light. On the E. is the fireplace, which has a
marble slip and a good mantelpiece of carved pine.
The morning-room, at the N.E. corner, corresponds
generally with the library, but the fireplace is
enclosed only by a marble slip and a wood moulding;
the side-lights of the Venetian window are permanently closed and plastered over, and the walls
have dado panelling. Between the two rooms are
a cloakroom, a telephone room and a butler's pantry.
The staircase, lit by a Venetian window, contains a
scale-and-platt stair; the steps are of stone on the
lower flights and of wood on the top one. The
stair is continuous from basement to attic and has a
mahogany hand-rail and a cast-iron balustrade. On
the basement floor it opens into a central hall, which
in its turn gives access on the S. to the kitchen,
the servants' hall, and the back lobby and back
door, and on the N. to a bedroom, a larder, a winecellar, a pantry and the coal-cellars. Of these
apartments the kitchen at the S.W. corner is of
235
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some interest, as in the E. wall there remains the
original triple-arched fireplace; the central opening,
which contained the fire, is surmounted by a smokejack and is flanked on the left by the bread-oven
and on the right by the equivalent of a hot-plate.
On the first floor the central passage is repeated and
gives access at its farther end to a dressing-room
situated over the vestibule, on the S. to two bedrooms
and a dressing-room, and on the N. to two bedrooms
with their respective dressing-rooms, which have
been made into bathrooms. The bedroom at the
S.W. corner has a bed-recess, and its fireplace has
a good mantelpiece of carved pine; the ceiling is
coved, like that of the bedrooms at the N.E. and
N.W. corners. The adjoining bedroom on the E.
has a Carron hob-grate. The attic rooms are
entirely in the roof and are extensively camp-ceiled.
They are lit by skylights, but a modern dormer
has replaced the skylight in the S.W. room.

188. Comiston House, Camus Avenue.-All
that survives of the old house of Comiston is a late
16th-century angle-tower of rubble, which has been
incorporated in the S.E. corner of the modern stables.
This fragment has an external diameter of about 12
ft. and stands to a height of nearly 20 ft. The
upper part is set out on corbelling, below which
may be seen two oval gun-loops facing respectively
N.E. and S.E. An inscribed pediment of 1610,
noted in the Inventory of Midlothian (No. 23) has
disappeared (see Fig. 422).
The modern house, which only dates from 1815,
is a neat country villa typical of its time, consisting
of an oblong main block with a circular bay projecting from its N. side and a service wing from the
E. The main block has a basement and two upper
floors, while the wing has a storey less. The front,
which faces S., is pedimented and has Ionic pilasters
at the corners. In the centre is a flat Ionic porch,
surmounted by a Venetian window and flanked by
an oblong window on each side. The ground-floor
windows have moulded architraves and cornices;
those on the first floor have moulded architraves,
and the remainder are plain. The entrance opens
into a vestibule on the ground floor, flanked on the
E. by the dining-room and on the W. by the library.
The vestibule opens into a central transverse passage
leading E. to the wing and containing the stair at
its W. end. On the N. of the passage is the drawingroom, which includes the circular N. bay and has
recently been subdivided. Beside it are two bedrooms. There are seven bedrooms on the first
floor, but none of the rooms is of special interest.
189. Dreghorn Castle, Colinton.-The estate
of Dreghorn, situated on the N. slopes of the
Pentland Hills, was once owned by Sir William
Murray, Master of Works to Charles n, and at
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the turn of the 17th and 18th centuries by David
Pitcairn, Writer in Edinburgh, who died in 1709.
Passing through several hands, in 1763-4 it came
into the possession of John MacLaurin, Lord
Dreghorn; and in 1797, a year after his death,
it was bought by Alexander Trotter, a paymaster
in the Royal Navy. The large castellated mansionhouse assumed its present appearance at Trotter's
hands some time between 1797 and 1862, probably
about 1820; but the part of the N. front that is
two storeys and an attic in height may date back to
Pitcairn's time. If that is the case, however, this
nucleus must have been remodelled by Lord
Dreghorn, and again by his successor. It contains
a low-ceiled room on the first floor, in which the
several doors have heavily carved panel-moulds and
doorheads; the fireplace has a heavy bolectionmoulding of marble. The adjoining room on the
W. has a fine marble mantelpiece with caryatid
figures and, on the frieze, a sculptured panel. Some
of the other apartments contain equally good marble
mantelpieces, and the dining-room has a good enriched
ceiling. These finishings were probably introduced
by Paymaster Trotter, as they are all similar in style;
morever, the existing alcove in the dining-room can
hardly be the one that Lord Dreghorn made the
subject of a poem. l
1 The Works of the late John MacLaurin, Esq., of
Dreghorn, i, p. 120.

190. Morton House, Frogstone Road.-The
dower-house of the Mortonhall estate stands within
a policy on the S. side of Frogstone Road. Its E.
portion is a little country-house of Queen Anne's
time which seems to be based on the remains of an
older building; to the W. side of this a new
entrance-front was added towards the beginning of
the 19th century. This front overlooks a carriagesweep, the entrance to which is flanked by a pair
of square pavilions. These are contemporary with
the E. part of the house, but they have been altered;
the one to the N. still retains the original ogival
roof while the pyramidal roof of the one to the
S. is more recent. In the early eighteenth century
the house was L-shaped, the main block running
N. and S. and a wing projecting E. from its N.
end to overlook a kitchen court on the N. The
main block contains two storeys and an attic, while
the wing, as the result of an alteration, has a storey
less and the present lean-to roof is not the original
one. The masonry is of rubble throughout, the
window margins being back-set and chamfered. On
the E. elevation (Fig. 404) there is a central gablet with
scrolled skew-puts. On either side of this there
is a dormer, the one to the S. bearing the date
1709, the year in which this part of the house was
built or remodelled. There is nothing of particular
interest to be seen inside the main block but in the
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wing there is a wooden staircase with flat, shaped
balusters. The room on the E. of the staircase was
evidently the kitchen, for the arch of the fireplace
can still be seen in the gable and a heavy chimneystalk rises above the existing roof. At the S.E.
corner of the wing there is a plain tabular sundial
bearing the date 1713. A rounded projection at the
S.E. corner of the kitchen court is said to contain
a draw-well.
The later part of the house is a typical lateGeorgian front containing a central vestibule and
staircase with a room at each side. The S. room on the
ground floor has a pine mantelpiece, its frieze
enriched in stucco with a pastoral scene.

191. Morton Hall, Liberton.-The tall
Georgian mansion of Morton Hall (Fig. 421) was built
in 1769, a low servants' wing on the E., and a Doric
porch on the N. having been added subsequently.
Apart from these additions the house is roughly square
and generally symmetrical, although the central part of
both front and back is advanced from the general
wall-plane and is surmounted by a triangular pedi-.
ment. It contains a sunk basement, three main
floors, and an attic.
The two lower floors, both
of which are defined externally by a scarcement, are built of coursed rubble and may
once have been faced with stucco. The masonry
of the superstructure is bush-hammered ashlar
with channelled quoins. At the wall-head there is
a moulded cornice. The windows of the side
elevations and the lower windows at front and back
have back-set margins, the first-floor windows
having moulded architraves, cushioned friezes and
moulded pediments while the second-floor windows
have moulded architraves only. The tympana of
the main pediments contain circular lights. These
were meant to be enclosed by carved trophies or
scrolls, but the carving has not been carried out
although provision has been made for it.
The plan is a simple one and hinges on a central
passage running from E. to W. and turning N. in
a right angle at the W. end. On the transverse axis
the main staircase is placed N. of the passage with the
principal room directly opposite on each floor.
The porch shelters a moulded doorway which gives
entry to a vestibule with an enriched ceiling and
cornice. The main staircase lies beyond and contains a stately scale-and-platt stair rising to the
second floor, with stone steps and turned wooden
balusters, alternately twisted and pillar-shaped. It is
lit by a particularly good square cupola in the roof,
the coving below it having cornucopias and scrollwork boldly modelled in plaster. On the W. of the
main staircase lies the service-stair; this reaches
the attic and is also roof-lit. On the S. of the
mam staircase is the central passage, from which
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Beneath the S.E. shoulder of Arthur's Seat and
E. of Duddingston Loch, the mansion stands within
extensive wooded parks, laid out by " Capability"
Brown, the foremost landscape-gardener of the
day, which exemplify a standard of care and good
taste seldom found in Scotland. On the S. and
E. winds the Braid Burn on its way to the sea;
on the N. is a temple in the fashion of the time;
and on the W. is a secluded garden, in the wall of
which are incorporated twin garden-houses with
ogival roofs. These features are all that remains
of the contemporary setting as recorded in the
Statistical Account of Scotland. 2

the various rooms are entered. There are three
rooms S. of the passage, a business room, the diningroom and a bedroom, those on its N. side including
a nursery suite, a bedroom, a housekeeper's room
and the butler's pantry. Of these, the dining-room
alone is of interest. It is nicely proportioned and
has three windows to the S. On the E. is an alcove
for the sideboard and on the W. a black marble
mantelpiece with Doric shafts. The walls have a
dado rail and an enriched cornice. The basement
floor, reached from a short stair near the E. end of
the passage, contains the kitchen and service quarters.
On the first floor the principal room is the larger
drawing-room, situated above the dining-room. A
very handsome room, richly finished in white and
gold, it is lit from the S. by three windows and has
on the W. a marble mantelpiece sculptured in high
relief. The doors are decorated with small oilpaintings of landscape and figure subjects; these
are applied to the woodwork and surmounted by
gilt scroll-work. The walls have dado panelling.
The smaller draWing-room at the S.E. corner of the
house is less impressive.
Its walls have dado
panelling, plaster panelling and an enriched frieze.
On the W. is a white marble mantelpiece in the
fashion of Louis XV. The enriched ceiling includes
plaques bearing groups of classical figures. The
remainder of the rooms on this floor are bedrooms
and bathrooms. Similarly, on the second floor, there
is only one room of special interest. This is the
library, situated over the larger drawing-room, like
which it has three windows looking S. On the
W. is a carved mantelpiece, apparently of pine,
with caryatids on the jambs. The walls are fitted
with bookcases. The ceiling has a fluted centrepiece and a bold coving, the latter enriched with
boldly modelled arms and scroll-work. The ten
other rooms are variously bedrooms, dressingrooms,
and bathrooms. There are four large attic rooms
in the roof, all coomb-ceiled and lit by dormer
windows.
192. Duddingston House.-In 1763, having
already subdivided and enclosed his estate, James,
eighth Earl of Abercorn, started to build this
mansion, which took five years to complete. 1 The
architect was Sir William Chambers of Ripon, who
had an extensive practice throughout England;
he was a man . of scholarly and refined taste, and is
best known by his design for Somerset House,
London (1772). Chambers also designed the town
house of Sir Laurence Dundas in St. Andrew
Square, Edinburgh (No. 127); but that house, like
the majority of his buildings, has been remodelled
internally, and consequently Duddingston House,
which has come down intact, is one of the few in
which the interior design by which Chambers
made his name can be studied to full advantage.

The Earl was a bachelor. This fact may account
for the unusual lay-out of his house, which includes,
in the first place, a large two-storeyed Palladian
block, facing E. to command the estuary of the
Forth and containing only the principal apartments;
while the whole of the offices are in subsidiary
blocks arranged in the form of a hollow square on
the N.W. of the main building and connected to its
back by a covered passage. This wide-spread plan,
inconvenient though it must have proved, enabled
Chambers to indulge to the full his feeling for the
relationship of parts to the organic whole. The
masonry throughout has unusually high courses,
and is gray in colour but relieved by dressings of
cream-coloured stone. The fas:ade is simple and
dignified. Its central part advances in a Corinthian
portico rising from a podium of shallow steps to an
entablature and raking pediment, all very carefully
detailed. The entablature returns round the four
sides of the main building and is surmounted by
an open balustrade, within which the roof rises.
At ground level is a moulded plinth. A moulded
sill-course runs below the lower windows and,
below the two windows at the ends of the front,
surmounts a blind balustrade. These long, lower
windows have back-set, moulded architraves and
cornices supported by scrolled brackets, the upper
ones, nearly square, only have moulded architraves.
The front and back of the building have five openings
on each floor, and the sides have four (Fig. 420).
The entrance opens directly from the portico
into a central entrance-hall, which runs from the
front of the building to the back and rises through
both storeys. With its walls and ceiling richly
decorated in stucco dura with ornament based on
antique models, this hall is an entirely characteristic
example of Chambers' design.
The staircase,
which has a wrought-iron balustrade and mahogany
rails, rises against the back wall in a single flight
to a landing where it branches to right and left
and gives access to the bedrooms, which are situated
at the N. and S. ends of the building. On the
ground floor there are two rooms on each side of the
hall. The morning-room, situated at the S.E.
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lobby, which' also leads out to the garden on the S.
This lobby has a domical ceiling, delicately enriched.
On the N. of the hall, the library occupies the
N.E. corner of the building. Lit from N. and E.,
this room has a fireplace to the S. enriched with
egg-and-dart ornament on the architrave and with

corner of the building, is lit from S. and E. and has
on the W., a fireplace enriched on its frieze with
a bold fret on either side of a central panel carved
with a garland and palm-leaves. Its cornice bears
egg-and-dart and anthemion ornaments.
The
doorways have pediments carved on their friezes
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FIG. 4I3.-Duddingston House (No . 192 ), after Woolfe and Gandon, Vitruvius Britannicus, i, PI. 15.

with bunches of wheat and enriched on two members
of their cornices. The walls have an enriched
frieze and the ceiling is enriched with tendrils and
scroll-work. The drawing-room, situated at the
S.W. corner, is admirably proportioned. It is lit
from the S. and has a fireplace on the N. Chambers
excelled in the design of fine fireplaces and this
one, supported by ram-headed terminals and carved
on the frieze with an urn flanked by swags, is a
good example of his taste. The walls have a panelled
treatment in stucco duro, in which tendrils and
leafage are twined round the panel mouldings.
The ceiling is divided into compartments by heavily
enriched ribs.'" These two rooms communicate
with one another through a little intermediate

anthem ion ornament on the frieze. The pediments
of the doorways are carved with garlands and foliage,
and the dentilated cornices have anthemion enrichment. The ceiling, divided into compartments by
enriched ribs, has a lozenge-shaped scroll-work in
the centre. The library opens into the diningroom, which is situated at the N.W. corner of the
building. This is an L-shaped room and evidently
includes two of the original rooms. Lit from the
N., it has a fireplace on the E. carved on the frieze
with ' garlands in relief and enriched on the cornice
with egg-and-dart and anthemion ornaments. The
overmantel is a recent importation. The ceiling
of the E. part of the room has in the centre a circular
panel between two oblong panels, all three being

• Chambers did not abandon the compartmented ceiling as did his contemporaries, the brothers Adam.
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enriched with egg-and-dart ornament. The frieze
is enriched with the anthemion. The ceiling of the
W . part is coved, has a delicately moulded cornice,
and the central panel, which is square, has a border
enriched with a fret. This part of the room communicates with a small service-lobby which leads
in turn to the kitchen passage.
The outbuildings are designed as a separate unit
and consist in the main of two low oblong blocks,
standing on the N. and S. sides of the open courtyard
and linked by loggias to a third block which projects
W. from the centre of the W. side. Although
smaller in" scale than the principal building, they
are likewise ashlar-built and have been detailed with
care. The N. and S. blocks are uniform, but while
the one to the S. has a subterranean cellarage, two
floors above ground and an attic which may be
comparatively modern, the one to the N . has two
storeys only. Both have Doric porches facing into
the courtyard, with triangular pediments at their
E. ends. Farther W., the central part of both
blocks is advanced, recessed, and pedimented.
The windows, upright on the ground floor and
horizontal on the upper one, have moulded architraves. Below the lower windows runs a plain
sill-course. The block on the W., also of two
storeys, has an open portico with a triangular
pediment, and is surmounted by a Classic belfry
with a copper dome in which there is a clock.
1 Stat. Acet., 1796, xviii, p. 364.
2 Ibid.

part of the expense. The site advocated, however.
had proved unsuitable, and another had accordingly been chosen on the N . slope of Salisbury
Crags, close to a spring formerly called St. David'g.
Well. 4
The well-house thus rebuilt is a miniature Gothic
cell of the 15th century, evidently based on and
herefore rather later than its quondam neighbour.
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FIG . 4I4.-St. M argaret's Well (No . 193).

(iii) MISCELLANEOUS

193. St. Margaret's Well, King's Park.-In
1855 the attention of the Society of Antiquaries of
Scotland was drawn to the deplorable condition of
St. Margaret's Well, which stood at Restalrig on a
site occupied by part of St. Margaret's railway
depot, 1 and a committee was appointed to investigate the matter. Meanwhile Dr. David Laing,
then one of the Secretaries, warmly advocated the
adoption of a proposal made by Hugh Miller that
the superstructure of the well should be rebuilt
over a similar spring which existed in the Queen's
Park, near St. Anthony's Chapel. 2 In its report,
issued in the following year, the Committee recommended that the structure should be rebuilt near
the E. entrance to the demesne, where St. Anthony's
(now St. Margaret's) Loch was shortly to be formed. 3
The report was unanimously adopted, and the
Society entered upon negotiations with the railway
directors and other interested parties. In February
1860 the Secretary was able to report that the
reconstruction had been effected by H.M. Commissioners of Works, the Society having guaranteed

St. Triduana's Well at Restalrig Church (No. 220).
On plan it is hexagonal with sides 4 ft. 4 in . long
and a diameter of 7 ft. 6 in. The height, measured.
from the floor to the soffit of the ridge-ribs, is.
6 ft. 2! in. Round the walls there returns a diminutive bench 6! in. wide. The entrance, which faces
N., is 2 ft. 8 in. wide, and has splayed jambs and a
There are no other openings.
semicircular head.
The roof is a ribbed vault constructed like that of
St. Triduana's Well with foliaceous bosses at the
rib-junctions. The ribs spring from wall-corbels in
the angles, and rise to a central circular pier which
bears on its N. face a grotesque human head much
restored in plaster and provided with a modern
spout supported on an iron bracket. Masons' marks
are found on the ribs and central pier, while an
arrow-head is wrought on the outer face of each
corbel. The structure is in use and is in good repair.
1 P.S.A .S., ii (1854-7), p. 102. 2 Ibid., pp. 143-73 Ibid., pp. 218-9.
4 Ibid., iii (1857-60), pp. 365-7.

194. St. Bernard's Well, Wellpath.-About
1760 a mineral spring, very similar in character to·
those at Harrogate, was discovered on the rocky
right bank of the Water of Leith, and in September
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of that year it was roofed over. But the existing
building dates only from 1790, when Lord Gardenstone,"" who had drunk the waters to advantage,
commissioned the architect Alexander Naismith to
design a suitable pump-room. This was formed as
the base of a graceful "temple," a rotunda in the
Roman Doric style, covering a statue of Hygeia
(Fig. 425). The building was repaired in 1887,
when the original statue, by this time disfigured,
was replaced by another of the same subject.
10
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erected at the W. and E. ends of the frontage on
Grange Loan, one at the corner of Lover's Lane and
the other 70 yds. W. of the corner of Lauder Road.
Theyare of early 18th-century date, and are rusticated,
enriched, and surmounted with the Lauder griffin.
The offices are small buildings of harled rubble, each
having two storeys and a pantiled roof and the W. one
a forestair with bottle-nosed steps; they stand at what
was the N.E. corner of the site, and the serviceentrance of the house formerly passed southwards be10
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FIG. 415.-Grange House (under No. 195), now demolished.

195. Gate-posts, etc., Grange House,
Grange Loan.- The only surviving remains of
Grange House, which was demolished in 1936, are the
gate-piers of its principal entrance and two late 17thcentury offices. The gate-piers have now been re-

tween them. Some carved stones from Grange House
are also preserved in Huntly House (No. 104, q.v.).
Grange House took its name from the grange or
farm of St. Giles' Church, of which it was originally
part. It ceased to be Church property in 1335

• Francis Garden of Troup, who took this title on becoming a senator of the College of Justice in 1764.

PLATE 149.

FIG. 4I6.-R oseburn House (No. 182); N.W. corner of co urtyard.
To face p .
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PLATE IjO.

FIG. 4I 7.-Merchiston Castle (No. I8j) from S.
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FIG. 418 .- View from S .

FIG. 41 9 .- View from N .

BRUNT SFIELD HOUSE (No . 186).
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PLATE I52.

FIG. 420 . -Duddingston House (No. I92) from S.

FIG. 42I.-Morton Hall (No. I91) from S.

PLATE 153.

FIG. 422 .- Com iston I-lo use (No. 188); corner tower
o f old ho use.

FIG. 424.- Moray H o use (No. 107); s ummer- ho u se.

FIG . 425.-St. Bernard's W ell (No. 194).

PLATE 154.

FIG . 426.-George Heriot's Hospital (No. 56); painted
plaster panel.

FIG.

427.-Effigy, 6 Commercial Street,
Leith (No . 246).

FIG. 428.-Number 13 Waters' Close, Leith (No. 225 ) from S.
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and by the 16th century it was owned by the family
of Cant, from whom it was purchased by Sir William
Dick of Braid in 1631. A century later the heiress
of Grange married Sir Andrew Lauder of the
Fountainhall family, and shortly before her death,
which occurred in 1758, this lady disponed her
property to Andrew, her eldest surviving son, who
tnereupon took the maternal surname of Dick.
In 1769, however, he inherited his father's title
and estate and became Sir Andrew Dick-Lauder,
6th Baronet of Fountainhall and fourth Baron of
Grange, ancestor of the late proprietor.
From a modest" house with a jamb," built by
Walter Cant in 1592, the mansion grew into a large,
lofty and mainly modern structure, incorporating
the older house on its N.W. side. The older house
comprised a main block of three storeys and an
attic running E. and W., to which was attached a
rectangular stair-tower on the N. and a "jamb"
or wing on the S. in alinement with the E. gable.
Within the re-entrant angle, which opened to the
S.W., a turret-stair was corbelled out on a conoidal
corbelling of nine members. If not an extension,
the upper part of this stair must have been rebuilt.
The masonry was of harled rubble and the dressings
at the voids, where unaltered, had rounded arrises.
The original entrance could be seen built up in
what had been the original W. wall of the stair
tower but was latterly enclosed by a modern addition.
Its lintel bore a merchant's mark with the initials
M p. in monogram followed by an index hand
pointing to an inscription REPOSE ALLEVRS ANNO 1592.
The stair within, long since removed, was of scaleand-platt type and rose only to the first floor, from
whkh the ascent was continued by the turret-stair.
Above it, where the walls were set out on a continuous encorbellment, lay a series of small chambers,
one above the other. The basement floor of the
main block was vaulted. The upper floors had all
been modernised.
CARVED STONES.-When the building was visited
in 1936, the following carved stones were noted,
but it is not known whether they survived the
demolition.
(I) A small stone bearing a monogram of the
initials W D C L, doubtless for William Dick,
second Baron of Grange, and his wife Charles
Leslie, with the date 1674.
(2) A lintel bearing a monogram of the same
initials W D C L.
WOOD CARVING.-In 1936 the National Museum
received a donation of pieces of oak panelling from
Gl'ange House.
DRAw-WELL.-In August 1936 a draw-well, nearly
40 ,ft. deep and still holding 7 ft. of water, was
• These initials evidently stood for Margaret Preston,
grand-daughter of Sir Simon Preston of Craigmillar, who
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discovered in the garden on the E. side of the house.
Within it, extending from ground level to the water,
was a wooden draw-pipe, hollowed from the trunk
of a tree and fitted with an iron plunger.

196. Windmill, John Watson's School,
Belford Road.-The N.W. corner of the school
property rests on the high left bank of the Water of
Leith, and the boundary at this part incorporates the
ruin of a windmill which appears to date from the 18th
century. If this is the structure marked" an Old
Wind Mill " on a manuscript map in the possession
of Edinburgh Corporation it must have been already
old in 1759. The building consisted of a rectangular
block, now demolished, with a circular tower at the
E. end; 'the lower part of the tower still stands to
a height of some 17 ft. at the E. side and 24 ft. at
its junction with the demolished block, where the
ground falls. This tower, which has recently been
repaired, is built of rubble and has a diameter of
12 ft. 10 in. within walls about 4 ft. thick.
The archway that opened to the missing part
is still entire. The N. wall is breached, but a smaller
rent in the wall opposite has been repaired and the
window that was originally here has been renewed.
197. Dovecot,
Stenhouse,
Liberton.A double dovecot, a type common at the turn of the
17th and 18th centuries, stands in a market-garden
at Stenhouse, E. of Liberton. Oblong on plan, the
dovecot measures 22 ft. 9 in. from N. to S. and
16 ft. 9 in. from E. to W. It is built of rubble,
formerly harled, and both gables as well as the
central partition finish in crow-steps above the
slated roof. Although it has been renewed, the roof
is partly ruinous; but the fabric is otherwise complete although not in good repair. A single stringcourse runs round the four walls. Each compartment
has its own entrance, a giblet-checked doorway,
facing N. in one case and W. in the other. There
are two entrances in the E. wall for doves, and
two others have been formed in the roof above.
The stone nests are complete. In the S. compartment is a potence or pivoted ladder.
198. Carved Stones, Dean Cemetery and
Dean Village.-Some interesting architectural
details, inscribed stones, etc., from the village and
mansion house of Dean are preserved at various points
on the site that was formerly occupied by this hamlet
(p. Ixi). The most important building on these
lands was the House of Dean, 17th-century home
of the main branch of the Nisbets, whose last
representative, Alexander Nisbet, author of A
System of Heraldry, died without issue in 1725.
This house was demolished in 1845 to make way
married Waiter Cant of St. Giles' Grange about 1582 .
Y
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for the Dean Cemetery. The National Museum
of Antiquities (No. 159) contains seven painted panels
taken from the ceiling of its gallery, and the carved
stones! listed below were retained in the Cemetery
for preservation.«<
(I) A semicircular dormer-pediment containing
a scrolled shield, flanked by the initials of D(ame)
A(gnes) B(roun), daughter of James Broun, of
Stevenson, East Lothian, and wife of Sir Patrick
J'l"isbet, great-nephew of the Sir Patrick referred
to under (2). The shield is charged: A chevron
between three fleurs'tde-Iys, for Broun.
(2) A panel, with terminal figures at each side,
flanking a cartouche on which appears a shield
displaying in its upper part the initials of S(ir)
P(atrick) N(isbet), later a Senator of the College of
Justice with the title of Lord Eastbank, and in its
lower part the date 1614. The shield is charged:
A chevron between three boars' heads erased, for
Nisbet.
(3) A semicin;;ular pediment with a sculptured
~ympanum, which portrays a shepherd, holding a
crook, engaged in rescuing a ram from a wolf which
has already killed a ewe.
(4) The pediment of a doorway, elaborately
scrolled and strap-worked, containing a circular
label inscribed HIC MIHI PARTVS HONOS (CC Here my
honour was born ") accompanied by the initials of
S(ir) W(illiam) N(isbet), who acquired the Dean
estate in 1609, and D(ame) K(atherine) D(ick), his
second wife, whose arms are impaled upon a shield
within the label. She died in 1630. The shield,
surmounted by a helm with mantling and, for crest,
a hand holding a triple-towered castle, is charged:
Dexter, on a chevron between three bear's heads
erased, three cinquefoils for difference, representing
Nisbet; sinister, a fess between two stars in chief
and a crescent in base, for Dick.
(5) A pediment, simpler than but generally
similar to the last. The initials and coats of arms
are identical, but the shield ha~ neither a helm with
mantling nor a crest.
(6) A triangular broken pedim~nt containing a
circular wreath, accompanied by the initials of
S(ir) W(illiam) N(isbet) and of his first wife D(ame)
I(onet) W(illiamson), who died in 1622. The
wreath encloses a scrolled shield, parted per pale
and charged: Dexter, a chevron between three
boar's heads erased, for Nisbet; sinister, a saltire
cantoned with a boar's head erased in chief and
three mullets in flanks and base, for Williamson.
(7) A pediment, in the form of a pointed arch,
containing an oval wreath in which is a shield
flanked by the initials of H(enry) N(isbet), Provost
of Edinburgh in 1597-8, and charged for Nisbet.
(8) A panel displaying a scrolled shield flanked
• Nos.

1

to

II

are built into the cemetery walls and Nos.
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by the initials of I(onet) B(ellenderi), wife of the
above Henry Nisbet, and charged: A cross cantoned with four mullets, a crescent for difference,
for Bellenden. She died in 1621.
(9) A pediment with zoomorphic scrolls, containing a shield charged: A chevron between three
stars, for Arnot, and accompanied by the initials of
D(ame) M(arion) A(rnot), daughter of Sir John
Arnot of Birswick, Lord Provost, and wife of J ames
Nisbet of Restalrig, a successful Edinburgh merchant,
who also died in 1621.
(10) A panel, which is ·understood to have come
from Morayshire, and which has, therefore, no
connection with the others listed here. It bears a
cabled -roundel, flanked by the initials .of J(ames)
S(pens) of Kirkton, Alves, and enclosing a lion
rampant debruised of a bend sinister, charged with
three buckles for Spens. Two men of this name
are known; they died respectively in 1748 and 1768.
(11) A tabular sundial of the 17th century,
lacking its gnomon.
(12) An incomplete ogival pediment bearing a
scrolled shield charged: A chevron between three
pellets, for Myrton of Gogar, and accompanied by
the initials of A(nna) M(yrton), wife of Sir John
Nisbet. She was married in 1717 and died in 1768.
(13) A semicircular pediment bearing a scrolled
cartouche, on which appears a monogram of the
initials of Sir Patrick Nisbet, Lord Eastb,ank" and
his second wife Margaret Sin clair. According to
Grant 2 the lintel of a fireplace bore the same monogram accompanied by the inscription BEET OTIA
DATOR (CC May He who gives leisure bless it ").
This lintel, however, seems to be no longer extant.
(14) Several moulded fragments of piers ' and
windows of 15th-century date, probably ' from
Trinity College Church (No. 4).
. "
Built into the house at the junction of Dean
Bridge and Bell's Brae is an isolated fragment ,from
Dean House, evidently a companion piece to (3)
above. This semicircular dormer-pediment of. the
17th century has a sculptured tympanum portraying
a judge seated on a throne of justice, with the sword
and scales in his hands and a lamb in his arms.
On the front of the same building has been inserted
a panel from a building which formerly stood in
the village of Water of Leith below, and which )was
the property of the Bakers' Incorporation of Edinburgh. The two upper corners of the panef ) are
occupied by cherub's heads, between which j s a
circular garland with a sun in glory at the top., and
scrolls at each side. From each side of the gatland
issues a hand and arm, with two peels or .mllltshovels crossed in saltire behind. The dexter hand
holds a wheat-sheaf upright, and the sinister "one
holds a pair of scales with an hour-glass between
12
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the pans and a wheat-sheaf on each side. On a
scrolled cartouche runs the text: IN THE SWEAT OF
THY FACE SHALT THOU / EAT BREAD. GEN. 3, VERSE
19 / ANNO DOM. 1619.
In the masonry at the S. end of the bridge crossing
the Water of Leith at the foot of Bell's Brae are
inserted two stones recently removed from Lindsay's
Mill. On the first is a panel displaying the date
1643 and two bakers' peels in saltire, each bearing
three cakes. The second is a window lintel inscribed
BLESIT BE GOD FOR AL HIS GIFTIS.
On theN. face of Bell's Mill, an appurtenance of
the Dean Estate that is situated immediately upstream
from the Belford Bridge, is inserted a 17th-century
armorial panel. This probably came from the Wester
Place of Dean, a mansion built on the estate
of Dean by Henry Nisbet. The shield, supported
dexter by a savage holding a baton in his right
hand and sinister by a greyhound, is surmounted
by helm, mantling and wreath with a boar pass ant
for crest and having, over all, a label flanked by the
initials H N and bearing the almost illegible motto
I BYDE IT. The shield is charged: On a chevron
between three boar's heads erased, a canton charged
with the saltire and lion rampant of the baronets of
Nova Scotia. On the stones immediately above the
panel, which are dated 1692 in two places, appear
monograms of the initials of S(ir) H(enry)N(isbet)
and his first wife C(hristian) R(iddell).
1 G.E.C., i, pp. 77-135, 2 Old and New Edinburgh,
iii, p. 66.

199. Carved Stone, Roseburn Gardens.An armorial panel has been built for preservation into
the E. gab let of Pape's Cottages, Roseburn Gardens.
At the top is incised the date 1676, and at the foot
is carved a grotesque head from which the moustache
is extended at each side as a branch flanking the
shield. The shield is ensigned with a crown and
is charged: Quarterly, 1st and 4th, paly of six;
2nd and 3rd, three hunting-horns; over all, on an
escutcheon of pretence, nine stars, for Forrester,
that is, James, second Lord Forrester, who was
murdered in 1679 in his own garden at Corstorphine
Castle, by Christian Nimmo, his niece by marriage,
whom he had seduced. Cf. G.E.C., iii, pp. 179 f.
and The Scots Peerage, iv, p. 93.
200. Carved Stones, 94 Murrayfield
Gardens.-The following relics of the Old Town,
after temporary sojourns in a variety of other
situations, have recently been set up for preservation in the garden of this house.
(I) A 16th-century lintel from Warriston's Close
having at each end a shield in relief separated by
two lines of inscription, each in a sunk panel. The
dexter shield is charged: A saltire and chief, in
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base a unicorn's head erased, for Bruce of Binning.
The sinister one is parted per pale, and charged:
Dexter, a saltire and chief, the last charged with a
mullet, for Bruce of Clackmannan; sinister, three
unicorn's heads erased, for Preston. The words
carved in the upper panel are GRACIA DEI, with a
conventional ornament at either end, and in the
lower one ROBERTVS BRVISS, with a scroll. Warriston's
Close was formerly known as Bruce's Close.
(2) A late Gothic niche with a triangular head,
enriched with paterae on the outer member and
having a crocketed finial at the apex. On either
side of the finial is an uncarved shield in relief.
The niche is said to have been removed in the
first in~tance from the house of Thomas Craig,
which was situated on a first flat in Warriston's Close.
(3) The head of ajate I5th- or early 16th-century
niche, ogival in shape, with mutilated cusping on the
intrados and crocketting on the extrados and an
incomplete crocketted finial at the apex. On the
dexter side of the finial is a shield in relief bearing
the sacred monogram IHS. This relic came from
Roxburgh's (formerly Cant's) Close.
(4) A simply-moulded 16th-century niche-head
with a rudimentary finial at the apex, probably also
from Roxburgh's Close.
(5) The fragmentary left side of a niche-head,
similar to (3), crocketted on the extrados and with a
blank shield in relief in the upper sinister corner.

201. Carved Stones, Redford.-The "Old
Infirmary" which stands at the E. end of Infirmary
Street replaced an earlier one, designed by William
Adam and founded in 1738. When this was
demolished some of its masonry, including the
ornamental work listed below, was preserved and
re-used in the construction of an ornate stablebuilding which stands by the entrance-gate of
Redford House, Colinton. On the N. side of the
stable are two Ionic pilasters, a niche bearing on
its sill the inscription GEORGIVS II REX, and a triangular
window-pediment. The W. side has a massive
and boldly-carved truss at either end, one truss
enriched with thistles and a saltire, the other with
roses. Within the trusses four panelled pilasters
support a balustraded entablature ,with four urnshaped finials and frame three windows, all with
moulded and lugged architraves. From the illustrations of the Infirmary given by Maitland 1 and
Arnot 2 it is clear that these details were components
of the central part of the fas:ade. The building
depicted in these views consists of a main block
with a wing projecting from each end, all three
divisions having four storeys. The central part of
the main block is "palace-form" and is higher
than the remainder, terminating above the main
roofs in a square ogival dome surmounted by a
243
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ft~che and vane. Maitland includes an interesting
description of the place 3 , which for its time was
surprisingly modern in conception. In addition to
t!J.e various wards and offices there was an operation
theatre below the dome with accommodation for
several hundred students, and the staircase had a
<;entral well " by which it is proposed that a Patient
'may be carried by a Pulley in a Chair to all the
different Galleries, to prevent the racking Pain that
inight otherwise be occasioned in being carried up
or down Stairs." In the wards the patients slept in
curtained cubicles and had the use of hot and cold
baths.
2 History, p. 546.
1 History, p. 45 0 .
3 Op. cit,
pp. 456 ff.

.; 202. Carved Stone, 17 Watson Crescent.A door lintel inscribed in two lines FEAR GOD HONOR
THE KING / T B V B 1675, with a pair of baxter's peels
crossed in saltire at the end, has been inserted into
the back wall of a tenement at Number 17
Watson Crescent. - This stone came from the house
of Thomas Boreland, in Ports burgh. Cf. Wilson,
Memorials, i, p. 178.
203. Carved Stones, Royal Blind Asylum,
Gillespie Crescent.- The buildings of James
Gillespie's Hospital, now occupied by the Royal
Blind Asylum, stand approximately upon the site
of the former mansion of the N apiers of W rightshouses, which was removed in 1800 to make way
for them. The house was a large one, E-shaped on
plan and probably built in the later 16th century.
Macgibbon and Ross describe it l as a building two
storeys high in the centre, with a high gabled wing
at each end which formed the E. and W. fronts.
~n each of the re-entrant angles there was a stair
tower. A 16th-century fireplace, a monumental
sundial and some carved details from this old house
are preserved at Woodhouselee,2 while the four
pieces , listed below have been built into the E.
boundary-wall of the Asylum grounds.
, (I) A triangular door-pediment of 17th-century
date, rising from Ionic capitals and containing
branched foliage enriched with thistle-heads,
crescents and stars; the foliage is surrounded by
the initials W N M B, for William Napier and his
wife, Margaret Bannatyne, and the motto DOMINVS
EST ILLVMINATIO MEA (" The Lord is my light ")
runs between the capitals beneath an undulating
scroll.
(2) A segmental pediment from another door,
containing in the tympanum a shield with mantling
attached ' to , the two upper corners. The shield is
parted per pale and charged: Dexter, on a bend, a
crescent between two mullets, for Napier; sinister,
o.n ,a bend, three annulets or buckles, a unicorn's
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head er~sed in sinister chief. The sinister charges
may represent a weatherworn version of the Stirling
coat. Below the shield are two sets of initials, A N
anci I S, as well as a scroll with the motto CONSTANTIA
ET LABORE (" By perseverance and hard work ") 1399.
The pediment itself only dates from the 17th
century, but various outstanding dates in the family's
history appear to have been recorded in the fabric
of the mansion in this way.3
(3) A 17th-century armorial panel bearing a shield,
supported by two angels, and surmounted by a
helm, mantling and wreath, with a hand grasping
a crescent for crest. The shield is charged as above
for Napier. Below it is a cartouche with an almost
illegible motto, apparently reading VERTV VAVLT
MIEVX QUE L' ARGENT (" Virtue is worth more than
money").
'
(4) An early 18th-century tabular sundial lacking
the gnomon.
1 Cast. & Dom. Arch., iv, pp. 43 2 ff. 2 Inventory
of Midlothian and West Lothian, No. 100. a Wilson,
Memorials, ii, p. 13I.

204. Carved Stone, Ashfield, Chamberlain
Road.-In the front garden of this villa is a 17thcentury burial-enclosure, the burial place of John
Livingstone and his wife Elizabeth Rig, who purchased these lands of Greenhill in 1636.1 The
entrance has an edge-roll moulding and is surmounted
by a curvilinear broken pediment, on one side of
which appear the initials I Land E R, above the
incised date 1645, and on the other a shield, flanked
by the initials I L and charged: Three cinquefoils,
two and one. John Livingstone's tombstone is
built into the W. wall of the enclosure. At the top
is incised a skull with cross-bones, surmounted by a
winged hour-glass with the motto MORS PATET HORA
LATET on a label over all. In the centre of the stone is a
shield flanked by the initials I L and charged as
above. The inscription runs below :THIS SAINT WHOS CORPS LYES BUj RIED HEIR
LET ALL POSTERITIE ADMEIR
FOR VPRIGHT LIF IN GODLY FEIR
WHEN IUDGMENTS DID THIS LAND j SURROUND
HE WITH GOD WAS WALKING FOUND
FOR WHICH FROM MIDST OF FERS j HE'S CROUND
HEIR TO BE INTERRD BOTH HE
AND FRIENDS BY PROVIDENC AGRIE
NO AGE SHAL LOS HIS MEMORIE
HIS AGE 53 DIED / 1645.
The four corners of the stone are enriched with
scrolls.
It is sometimes said that Livingstone was Chamberlain of the town and that Chamberlain Road was so
named in consequence. This cannot be the case,
however, seeing that the first Chamberlain, Thomas
Fisher, was only appointed in 1700.
1 O.E.C., iii, pp. 198-200.
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205. Carved Stones, Astley Ainslie Institute,
Grange Loan.-A series of twelve 15th-century
carved vaulting-bosses, probably relics of Trinity
College Church (No. 4), are preserved in one of the
glass-houses here. Eight of them display vigorously
carved foliage, one of them bearing in addition a
grotesque head; two others exhibit the emblems of
the Passion, and the last two, respectively, the head of
the Saviour within a frame formed by the Crown of
Thorns, and a shield with a triple-towered castle which
is probably intended to represent the arms of the capital.
In the !lack of a garden seat recently constructed
beside an existing draw-well--one of three within a
distance of 100 yards-three canopied niche-heads
have been inserted, dating from the turn of the
15th and 16th centuries. They are said l to have
been removed from the ruins of the chapel of St.
Roque (No. 213), which stood nearby, but are more
likely to have formed part of a tomb or screen in
some larger edifice. Each is flanked by two shields,
originally uncarved, but on those of the largest
niche-head the date 1728 has been carved at a later
time. In front of the seat lies a 17th-century lintel
with a central cartouche on which is a shield parted
per pale and charged: Dexter, a cushion in chief
and a mullet in base, sinister, three stars in chief
and a crescent in base, probably for Marchbanks
and Trotter. In 1641 John Marchbanks of Leuchie
married Elizabeth Trotter of Mottonhall. 2
In an outhouse lie a 16th-century niche, circled
on plan and probably from a benatura, a thistleshaped finial of the 17th century, and the tombstone
of Bailie Thomas Douglas. The last, which was
originally inside Greyfriars Church, bears a weatherworn inscription transcribed by Monteith 3 when
it was still fully legible:
THOMAS DUGLASSIUS ANTI QUAE & NOBILIS
DUGLASSIORUM DE CAVERS FAMILIAE FILIUS CIVIS &
MERCATOR EDINBURGENSIS; TAM FAMILIAM QUA SATUS
QUAM CIVITATEM CUI INSITUS EST HAUD PARUM
HONESTAVIT;
VITA & MORIBUS UTRAQUE DIGNUS:
TEMPORE
TURBIDO & DIFFICILI, INTER VARIOS FACTIONUM
AESTUS
NULLI IMPLICITUS NEC ULLI INVISUS; NEC OTIO
TORPESCENS
NEC NIMIS NEGOTIOSUS; RE TAMEN OPIMA QUAESITA
HONORES & MUNERA IN CIVITATE FUGIT MAGIS
QUAM AMBIIT, NEC MINUS MERUIT: ET ADEPTUS
SUMMA JUSTITIAE & INTEGRITATIS LAUDE BIS CONSUL
URBANUR. BIS ETIAM SUBURBANUS PRAETOR
DEMUM VITAE LONGIORIS, LUSTRA BIS SEPTEM
EMENSUS
OMNIBUS VIRI PII & BONI CIVIS, OFFICIIS IN FAMILIAM

&
NECESSARIOS, CIVITATEM
PLACIDE OB lIT

&

PAUPERES PERFUNCTUS
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NONO AUG(USTI) ANNO SAL(VATORIS) HUM(INUM)
(sic) MDCLXXXVI
AETATIS SUAE LXX
MEMORIAE DEFUNCTI, HOC MONUMENTUM DEBITAE
GRATITUDINIS TESSERAM MOERENTES POSUERUNT
RICARDUS DUGLASSIUS,
& 'DEFUNcTO
ROBERTUS
BENNETUS,
ADVOCATI
CONSANGUINE I ; &
ROBERTUS BLACKWOOD SENIOR MERCATOR
HAEREDES IPSIUS TESTAMENTARII

(" Thomas Douglas, a son of the ancient and noble
family of the Douglases of Cavers, brought no small
honour alike to the family from which he sprang
and to the city on to which he was grafted, worthy
as he was of both in life and in character. In a
stormy and difficult age, amid the ebb and flow of
party strife, he avoided all entanglements and incurre<;l
no man's emnity. Neither indolent nor over~
diligent in business, he nevertheless acquired a
substantial fortune. Civic honours and duties h~
avoided rather than sought after, which made his
claim to them all the stronger, and having obtained
them was twice town-councillor in Edinburgh
and twice bailie in the Canongate, * winning the
highest reputation for justice and integrity. At last,
having completed the seventy years of a lengthy
life and having discharged to the full all the obligations
of a godly man and a good citizen to his family and
his kin, the city and the poor, he passed away
peacefully on the ninth of August in the year of our
salvation 1686, aged 70.
" In sorrow and as a token of the gratitude they
owe him this monument has been erected to the
memory of the deceased by his testamentary heirs,
Richard Douglas and Robert Bennet, advocates,
who were his relatives, and Robert Blackwood,
Senior, Merchant.")
,
1 Stewart Smith, The Grange of St. Giles, p. 13.
2 D.E.C., iii, p. 205.
3 An Theater of Mortality
(17 0 4), p. 46.

206. Carved Stone, 12 Cumin Place.A modern framework of cement, fixed to the E. wall
of the garden, encloses a circular panel of stone on
which is carved a shield with scrolled mantling of
a late type. The shield is charged: Quarterly, 1st,
on a rock a tower embattled; 2nd, gyronny of eight,
Or and Sable; 3rd, a galley with sails furled up and
oars in action; 4th, a fret. The assemblage has
not been identified, but the probability is that it
represents someone descended from the Camp bells
of Argyll. The style of the carving suggests a
date subsequent to 1707.
207. Heraldic Panels, etc., Trades Maiden
Hospital, 121 Grange Loan.-The collection of
relics preserved in the Trades Maiden Hospital

• Or, possibly, in Portsburgh.
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includes the following examples of the heraldry of
the Craft Incorporations : Wrights and Masons. (I) A Georgian armchair,
. apparently of laburnum, adapted for ceremonial
purposes by fitting a back with fluted pilasters and a
Doric entablature surmounted by a pediment.
On the pediment are painted two oval cartouches,
side by side, the dexter one charged: Azure, a
square and compasses Argent, and the sinister one:
Argent, on a chevron Azure between three towers
·embattled Sable, a pair of compasses Or. (2) A
marble panel, set up in the hall over the entrance,
bearing a shield, charged with square and compasses
and surmounted by a label inscribed QUAM DEUS
CONSERVAT (" Which God preserves ").
The date
1756 is carved at the foot of the panel. (3) The oval,
silver badge of the officer of the Incorporation,
mounted on wood and surrounded by a border
formed by the silver buttons of his livery. The
badge bears a hammer and compasses, surmounted
by a label inscribed PROSPERITIE TO MARIE'S CHEPLE
(p. 247). Round the margin the various trades
included in the Incorporation are listed as: MEASONS .
·WRIGHTS COOPERS BOWERS GLASIERS PAINTERS SCLRITERS
(sic; slaters) PLUMERS SIYEWRIGHTS WPWHOLESELARS

(sic; upholsterers).
Skinners and Furriers. (1) The arms of the
Incorporation carved on a wooden panel enclosed
within a narrow frame boldly carved with egg
ornament. The shield is charged: Or, a chevron
Gules between three goats Sable trippant. It is
supported by two stags Sable, attired Or, and is
surmounted by helm, mantling and wreath, with a
ram's head in a basket for crest. On a label below
the shield runs the motto HOOW COLE A HORT.
(2) The banner of the Incorporation. This is a
blue banner bearing a painted achievement consisting of a shield supported by two stags and
surmounted by helm, wreath and mantling, with a
ram's head in a basket for crest. The shield is
charged : Ermine, on a skinner's knife bendwise
between two goats, three crowns. On a label
below the shield is the motto HOOW CO LE A HORT.
This banner may not be older than the time of
George IV since its case bears a label stating that
it was " displayed in presence of the king 22 August
1822."
Hammermen. (1) The arms of the Incorporation
carved on a wooden panel. The panel, ornamented
with griffin's heads in the upper corners and bunches
of fruit in the lower ones, bears a strap-worked
cartouche on which is a shield, ensigned with a
crown and bearing a hammer. The shield is enclosed
by a label inscribed MAY THE HAMMERMEN FLOURISH.
Beneath it is a second label inscribed THE WORD OF
THE LORD IS LIKE A HAMMER / IT BREAKETH THE ROCK
IN PIECES. (2) The oval, silver badge of the officer
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of the Incorporation, a companion piece to that of
the Wrights and Masons. It bears a shield ensigned
with a crown and charged with a hammer. The
marginal inscription reads BADGE OF THE INCORPORATION OF HAMMERMEN EDINBURGH.

Bonnetmakers and Dyers. The apprentice banner
of blue silk. It bears a shield parted per pale and
charged: Dexter, three bonnets, two and one;
sinister, two chevrons in pile, each surcharged with
a cushion.
Fleshers. The ceremonial chair of the Incorporation, an arm-chair with turned legs and stretchers,
upholstered in red velvet. At the top of the back
is a shield charged: Two pole-axes in saltire,
cantoned in flanks and base with three cow's heads,
on a chief a boar's head couped between two garbs.
The shield is supported by a winged ox on each
side and is surmounted by helm, mantling and
wreath with a bull's head affrontee for crest. Beneath
it is incised the date 1708 AGV(ST), together with the
motto OMNIA SUBIECISTI SUB PEDIBUS OYES & BOVES
(" Thou hast put all things in subjection under his
feet; sheep and oxen ") carved in raised letters.
Craft Apprentices. The banner of the Craft
apprentices. This is a white banner bearing a
shield, supported dexter by a maiden and sinister
by a hind, and surmounted by a mantling. The
shield is charged: Barry of four, Sable and Argent,
a saltire of the last: on an inescutcheon a tripletowered castle Sable with fans flying, situate on a
rock. A label below bears the motto NISI DOMINUS
FRUSTRA.

A banner of the Trades, known as the Blue
Blanket, which is not strictly heraldic, may be
mentioned along with the foregoing as an origin as
early as the first crusade has been claimed for it.l
Actually the Blue Blanket, properly so called, was
presented to the citizens for their fidelity to the
Crown during the captivity of James III in Edinburgh
Castle in 1482,2 and under it the Trades are said
to have mustered for the Flodden campaign in 1513.3
It is mentioned in the Basilicon Doron of James VI.
But the banner preserved here is not older than
the latter part of the 17th century. Made of silk,
the dye of which has faded to a pale green, it has a
white saltire in the upper left hand corner, with an
imperial crown Sable above and a thistle slip Sable
below. Two scrolls bear inscriptions, the upper
one running FEAR GOD AND HONOR THE KING WITH A
LONG LYFFE
AND A
PROSPEROUS REIGNE, the
lower one AND WE THAT IS TRADDS SHALL EVER
PRAY TO BE FAITHFULL FOR THE DEFENCE OF
SACRED MAIESTIES ROYAL PERSONE TILL DEATH.

HIS

A painting belonging to the Incorporation of
Wrights and Masons likewise deserves to be mentioned for the sake of its connection with the
builders of the Palace of Holyroodhouse (No. 87).
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The painting, which is on canvas and measures
about 73 by 42 inches, was executed in 1721 by
Roderick Chalmers, after an original which formerly
hung over the mantelpiece of the Convening Hall
of the Incorporation when this was in St. Mary's
Chapel, Niddry's Wynd (1618-1785). On a secession
of some of the crafts from the Incorporation the
original painting was divided into two equal parts,
and one part was given to each party. The copy
was made before the original was divided. The
painting represents members of the various trades
comprised in the Incorporation, engaged in their
crafts before the front of the Palace of Holyroodhouse.
In order from the left appear a sievewright, a slater,
a j!hl7.ier, a cooper, a mason, a wright, a bowmaker,
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a painter, a plumber and an upholsterer. The
mason and painter may be portraits respectively of
Robert Mylne and Jacobus de Wiu.
1 Pennecuik, An Historical Account of the Blue
Blanket, 1722, p. 5. 2 Tytler, History of Scotland
(new edition), ii, p. 87. 3 G.E.C., x, p. 82.

208. Defensive Ramparts, King's Park.Some remains of a stone-built rampart, apparently
defensive in character, run along the upper E.
slopes of Arthur's Seat above the cultivation terraces
(No. 21I) and, farther N. , cross the best line of
approach to the summit (Fig. 429A). It is some 375
yds. long and in parts appears to be double, but it is
everywhere very much wasted. Mr. R. B. K.
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FIG. 429.-The King's Park, showing monuments described under Nos. 208, 209, 2I O and 2II.
plans supplied by the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland.
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Stevenson, who first described the work, 1 tentatively
suggests a Dark Age date. Remains of another
rampart (Fig. 429B) can also be traced for 375 yds.
along the slopes W. of Hunter's Bog, while what
seems to be a detached portion of it, about 100 yds.
long over a gap, appears 160 yds. farther N. The
Commissioners are indebted to Mr. Stevenson for
having drawn their attention to these monuments,
and also to Nos. 209, 210 and 21I.
IP.S.A.S., lxxxi (1946-7), pp. 165 ff.
Midlothian iii N .E. (unnoted).

209. Hut-Circles, King's Park.-A row of
six hut-circles, varying in size from 16 ft. to 23 ft.
in diameter, and occupying a space just under
50 yds. in length, is situated on the second highest
of the Dasses (Fig. 429C) which forms a little valley
above the Hunter's Bog. The lower end of the
valley is closed by a stone-faced bank through which
water from a spring runs away. The hut-circles
have been fully described by Mr. R. B. K. Stevensonl,
who considers them to be the earliest monument in
the King's Park.
1 P.S.A.S., !xxxi (1946-7), p. 170.
Midlothian iii N .E. (unnoted).
210. Homesteads and Enclosures, King's
Park.-In the S.E. corner of the terraced area
(No. 211, i) that faces Dunsapie fort, within the
angle formed by the Queen's Drive and at a distance
of up to 120 yds. above it, are the remains of three
homesteads; they are of a type familiar in the
Borders, but as yet rarely reported from N. of the
Tweed, which can he described as consisting of a
scooped-out enclosure with several floors, often at
different levels. They have been described in
detail by Mr. R. B. K. Stevenson,l as follows:
(i) An enclosure (Fig. 429D) measuring 85 ft. in width
by 65 ft. from front to back, with a probable entrance
~n the S.W. corner; the enclosure is subdivided
into four, and an annexe impinges upon the N.W.
corner. (ii) A second enclosure (Fig. 429E) 35 yds.
downhill from the first, measuring 80 ft. in width
by 85ft. from front to back; it also contains four
floors . Certain external additions of enclosures
and floors have been made to this enclosure. (iii) A
third enclosure (Fig. 429F), downhill from the second,
has been partly cut away by the Queen's Drive.
This also has flanking structures.
In addition to the foregoing, there is also the
trace of a small circular structure, lying above the
first enclosure. Mr. Stevenson suggests that the
uppermost enclosure was superseded by the second
one; also that the enclosures were anterior to some,
and contemporary with others, of the cultivation
terraces in the vicinity (No. 211).
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Three other scooped enclosures are noted at
other points in the Park. 2 One, a little larger than
the second of the thIee mentioned above, and
containing five floors, is situated on the E. side of
Dunsapie Crags (Fig. 429G). This enclosure impinges
upon a terrace system older than itself. Another,
with a diameter of 100 ft., lies 200 yds. S.W. of
the Windy Gowl (Fig. 429H), while a third, which is
120 "ft. in width by 55 ft. from front to back, lies
130 yds. W. of the Hawse (Fig. 4291). Traces of
several floors and external additions can be seen
at the last-named site.
1 P.S .A.S., lxxxi (1946-7), pp. 159 ff.
2Ibid.
Midlothian iii S.E. (unnoted).

211. Cultivation Terraces, King's Park.Cultivation terraces are to be seen at the following
places in the King's Park :-(i) On the E. slopes of
Arthur's Seat, both above and below the Queen'$
Drive. An account of these very striking group~
has already been published in the Inventory of
Midlothian. l (ii) To S. and E. of" Dunsapie Fort 2
and extending E. of the fort outside the boundary
wall of the Park. (iii) Immediately below the
southernmost outcrop of the Echoing Rock; only
the ends of two narrow terraces appear here, but
it is possible that the broad rigs that cover the
lower parts of this slope may have obliterated a
group perhaps once comparable with those at
Dunsapie. (iv) On the N.E. face of Haggis Knowe.
At the bottom of the slope there are three long
terraces, and above them some shorter and less
well marked terraces and shelves.
1 No. I I. Cf. also P.S.A.S., lxxiii (1938-9), pp.
289 ff., and lxxxi (1946-7), pp. 159 ff. 2 Inventory
of Midlothian and West Lothian, No. 10.
Midlothian iii N.E. and S.E.
212. The Bore Stone, Morningside Road.This slab of coarse red freestone measures 4 ft. 10 in.
in height by 2 ft. in breadth, with a thickness of IO! in.
at the top and 7 in. at the foot; its surfaces are
badly weathered and none of the cup-shaped hollows
on the front and sides is artificial. In 1852, at the
instance of Sir John Stuart Forbes of Pitsligo, it was
set on a pedestal in its present position at the N.W.
end of the boundary wall of Morningside Parish
Church, with an inscribed tablet beneath which
states it to be "THE BORE STONE IN WHICH THE
ROYAL STANDARD WAS LAST PITCHED FOR THE MUSTER
OF THE SCOTTISH ARMY ON THE BOROUGH MUIR
BEFORE THE BATTLE OF FLODDEN 1513."
This

identification is, however, incorrect as the Accounts
of the Lord High Treasurer for that year shows
that James IV set out from Edinburgh before the
standards were ready; moreover the rendezvous
for the muster was Ellem in the Lammermoors,
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and not the Burgh Muir of Edinburgh l as related
by Pitscottie. 2
1 O.E.C., x,
p. 80 and xxiv, pp. 108-125.
2 The Historie and Cronicles of Scotland, S.T.S., i,
P·259·
(iv)

SITES

[DISTRICTS

214. Chapel of St. John the Baptist, Burgh
Muir.-In 1512 Sir John Crawford, a canon of St.
Giles', founded this chapel in the N.E. part of the
Muir, probably as a chapel-of-ease for the convenience
of those burgesses who had recently taken up leases
in that neighbourhood. The arrangement, however,
lasted only for five years, and the chapel was then
made over to Lady Seton to serve as the chapel of
the nunnery of St. Catherine of Siena (No. 2I 5).

(The notes on Nos. 213 to 215 were contributed
by Mr. C. A. Malcolm, M.A., Ph.D.)
213. Chapel of St. Roque, Burgh Muir.The chapel of St. Roque, or St. Roche, stood in the
S.W. part of the Burgh Muir; its site is now within
the grounds of Canaan House, S. of Grange Loan.
The earliest reference to it is in 1507, when James IV
paid it a visit; 1 and it was probably built a few
years earlier-perhaps by Richard Hopper, who
endowed an altar dedicated in the name of St.
Roque in St. Giles' Church in 1502.2 Grose's
illustration 3 indicates that the chapel consisted of a
nave and a chancel, equal in width. The former,
entered from the S. and lit by a large, arched window
in the W. gable, opened into the latter by an obtuselypointed chancel-arch, which was built up at some
later period.
St. Roque's has always been termed a chapel,
except in a charter of 1532 which requires the
chaplain to keep his "kirk" water-tight and to
pray for those who "lyis in the said kirk and kirkyard."4 As, however, it was not actually a church,
and as chantry chapels had not the right of sepulture,
it is reasonable to infer that St. Roque's primary
function was to serve as a hospital chapel, in which
capacity it would have been entitled to maintain a
grave-yard. On the other hand, as feuing began
on the Burgh Muir soon after 1490,5 St. Roque's
may have been a chapel-of-ease for new residents
in this neighbourhood and may have received the
right of sepulture in virtue of this fact. However
this may be, it was the nucleus of the town's first
isolation-hospital, as from as early as 1530 persons
suffering from the plague were kept there, probably
in wooden huts built round about the chapel. 6
Plague patients were still there in 1585,7 but in
1645 they were at Sciennes in the N .E. part of the
Burgh Muir.8 The structure was derelict in 1789,
when Grose's illustration was prepared, and it was
finally demolished in 179I.
1 Accts. L.H.T., iii, p. 293 . 2 Reg. Cart. St. Egid.,
p. 185. 3 The Antiquities of Scotland, i, facing p. 38.
4 B.R., 1528-1557, p. 59.
5 B.R., 1403-1528, p. 58.
6 B.R., 1528-1557, p. 45.
7 B.R., 1573-1589, p. 416.
8 B.R., 1642-1655, pp. 71 f.
It is only in this case
that wooden huts are mentioned specifically.

216. "Ancient Bow Butt," Edinburgh
Academy Cricket Ground, Comely Bank
Road.-A mound which formerly stood in the
Edinburgh Academy Cricket Ground, between
Comely Bank Road and Inverleith Park, is
marked on the O.S. map as "Ancient Bow
Butt"; and it is commonly believed that both
this mound and a similar one which formerly
stood in the adjoining ground of the Grange
Cricket Club were butts used for archery practice
in medireval times. Evidence in support of this
tradition is set forth in The Edinburgh Academy
Chronicle, xlvii, No. 2 (March, 1940), pp. 42 f.
On analysis, however, this evidence turns out to
have no historical value. Cumberland HilP merely
states that these mounds are supposed to have been
butts, and Sir J. H. A. Macdonald 2 does no more
than call attention to the mounds as objects of
historic interest and quote the laws of 1491 providing
for the holding of wapenschaws and the construction
of butts in all parishes. These laws 3 are, however,
quite general, and have no particular bearing on the
present question; the more so as any butts constructed under their provisions would presumably
have been situated near the parish church-in this

* A corruption of "Siena," the convent having been
dedicated to St. Catherine of Siena.

t A stone of the convent is preserved in the garden
of Number 16.
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215. Dominican Nunnery, Sciennes.- The
Convent of the Sisters of the Order of Friars Preachers,
the only Dominican nunnery in Scotland, was
founded after Flodden by a group of kinswomen
or widows of men who had fallen in the battle. Most
of the II}oney was contributed by the widow of the
fifth Lord Seton. The buildings included the Chapel
of St. John the Baptist (No. 214) and covered an
area bounded by Sciennes· Road on the N., by
Causewayside on the E. and by Grange Loan on
the S., and extending W. of the short street now
called St. Catherine's Place. t The Convent's
career was uneventful until the eve of the Reformation,
when its buildings were damaged but not destroyed
by a mob. Parts of the ruins were made to serve as a
plague-hospital in 1645, 1 and the enclosing wall,
then standing 12 feet high, was pulled down about
1760. 2
1 B.R., 1642-1655, pp. 71 and 42I.
2 Session
Papers: Dick-Lauder v. Town of Edinburgh, 1764.

LEITH, NEWHAVEN]

HISTORICAL MONUMENTS (SCOTLAND) COMMISSION

case St. Cuthbert's (No. 125). It therefore seems
unlikely that these mounds were butts of medireval
date, though the tradition may have arisen from
their use by an archery club in the late 18th or
early 19th century, when archery was revived as a
sport. Evidence of an even later origin of the
tradition is provided by the fact that the words
" Ancient Bow Butt" are absent from the earliest
editions of the O.S. map.
When the mound was removed in 1947, it was
found to consist of a core formed by a low natural
mound of boulder clay on which had been dumped
a deposit of superficial soil containing fragments of
burnt wood and 19th-century china.
1 Historic Memorials and Reminiscences of Stockbridge, 1887, p. 28. 2 Life Jottings of an Old Edinburgh
Citizen, pp. 271 f. 3 Acts Parl. Scot., ii, p. 226,
No. 13 and Small Acts, i, p. 162.

LEITH,
NEWHAVEN AND RESTALRIG
(i)

ECCLESIASTICAL

217. St. Mary's Church, Kirkgate.St. Mary's was originally a chapel attached to the
collegiate church of Restalrig (No. 220). In 1609,
however, the King and Parliament "understanding
that the kirk of Restalrig Is ruynous and that the kirk
of leith hes bene the place of Convening of the
parochineris of Restalrig the space of fyftie yeiris
past As alsua that it is maist comodious pairt In
respect that the toun of leith Is the greatest pairt
of the said parochin" declared "the said Kirk of
Leith to be ane paroch Kirk . .. And that the
benefice of Restalrig personage thairof gleib and
manse pertening thairto shall be alwayes disponit to
the minister serveing the cure at the said kirk of
leith . .. And that the said kirk of Restalrig be
suppressed and extinct frome hencefurth and for
evir."l Fifty years before this date the original
cruciform building had been reduced to its nave.
Between 1650 and 1657 the place was used by the
Cromwellian troops as a magazine pending the completion of the Citadel, and the congregation had to
• The first of these is apparently a portion of the
monument of James Kendal, "skipper in Leith," who
died in March 1674, although an entry of 1668 in the
Edinburgh Sasines gives his wife's name as Alison Gibsone.
The second is undoubtedly the monument of Captain James
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petition General Monk for its restoration to ecclesiastical uses. 2 The fabric was entirely renewed in
1848 and to-day is therefore virtually modern,
although the W. piers of the original crossing are
still to be seen in the vestibules at the E. end of the
building.
To the capital of the N. pier is affixed part of a
tombstone, inscribed I K M M 1674, while part
of another, inscribed I B 1690, is attached to the
S. pier.*' The floor of these vestibules is paved
with other old grave-slabs, dating from the 16th
century onwards, which have been broken up for
the purpose. One slab, for example, bearing a
cross-shaft and slight traces of an indecipherable
marginal inscription, forms the threshold of the
W. vestibule. Another, dated 1585, can be seen
similarly employed at the E. door ·; its marginal
inscription, again too much worn to be legible,
encloses a shield which is flanked by two sets of
initials, D V and [?] V, and charged: Per pale,
dexter, a bend, on a chief a mascle between two
crescents, probably for David Vaus who died in
1586; sinister, on a fess between three mascles,
At the W. end
three crescents, for Wardlaw.
of the church there seem to be other stones beneath
the covering of the floor. On the walls of the church
are displayed carvings of the insignia of some of
the trade incorporations-a hammer and crown for
the Hammermen; the shears of the Tailors, accompanied by the date 1659; and the rounding-knife
of the Cordiners with the date 1550. Two
panels exhibiting the Royal Arms are built into
The
the outer side of the modern W. tower.
N. one, which originally occupied a position on the
front of St. J ames' Hospital, is arranged within the
Garter, as follows: 1st and 4th grand quarters,
Scotland, 2nd grand quarter, France quartering
England, 3rd grand quarter, Ireland, for James VI and
1. The one to the W. bears the initials C(arolus) R(ex)
I and is arranged thus within the Order of the Thistle:
1st and 4th, Scotland, 2nd, England, 3rd, Ireland.
This panel was carved in preparation for a visit
paid by Charles I in 1633; the Royal pew was
restored at this time but it is no longer extant.
Two more heraldic achievements are built into
the inside of the tower.
The larger one came from
the old Tolbooth of Leith, which was built in
Tolbooth Wynd in 1664 and was demolished in 1819 ;
it represents the Royal Arms of Scotland with
supporters and crest, accompanied by the initials
M(aria) R(egina). Below the shield appears the
badge of the Order of the Thistle, and below this
• again a panel bearing the motto and date IN DEFENS
Burnet, also" skipper in Leith," who died on February
26, 1690. In 1704 both monuments were" within the
Church of South Leith" (Monteith, An Theater of
Mortality, pp. 69 f.).
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1565. The smaller achievement, which came from in the year of our Lord 1718.") The latter date
an old house at the corner of Quality Wynd, * indicates the year in which the cups were renewed
demolished in 1878, has a panel at the top inscribed by Charles Duncan.
(3) A third basin engraved on the rim GIFTED TO
MARIA DE LORAINE / REGINA SCOTII (sic) 1560. Below
this a finely carved garland of oak-leaves encircles THE SOVTH KIRK OF LEITH BY JAMES ROCHEID AND
a shield ensigned with a crown and charged: Per JAMES ELLES AND DAVID VILKIE BAILLIES 1647.
(4) Four brass collection-plates enriched with
pale, dexter,. the Royal Arms of Scotland, for King
James V; sinister, a label of three points in chief, repousse work, two of them showing porters carrying
quarterly, 1st, barry of eight for Hungary, 2nd, a bunch of grapes.
TOMBSTONES.-There are no pre-Reformation
semee of fleurs-de-lys, a label of three points for
Naples, 3rd, a cross potent for Jerusalem, 4th, stones left in the churchyard. The oldest of the
four pallets for Aragon, 5th, semee of fleurs-de-lys surviving memorials is a small headstone with a
within a bordure for Anjou, 6th, a lion rampant shaped pediment containing on one side a book
contournee, crowned and langued for Gueldres, and on the other an hour-glass flanked by the date
7th, a lion rampant, crowned and langued for 1656 and the initials of A(lexander) A(bercromby),
Flanders, 8th, semee of cross-crosslets fitchy, two with a label below on which the admonition MEMENTO
barbels endorsed for Bar; on an inescutcheon en MORI ca~ just be deciphered. The inscription on the
surtout: on a bend, three eaglets displayed for body of the stone is quite illegible. Such stones were
Lorraine, the whole representing Queen Marie de fashionable until the middle of the following century.
1 Acts Pari. Scat., iv, p. 442, No. 25.
2 P.S.A.S., i
Guise-Lorraine.
In the same compartment are
suspended the old parish jougs, which were originally (1851-4), pp. 158-68.
fixed to the front of the tower. Part of the carved
218. St. Ninian's Church and Manse,
oak cornice of a pew, inscribed 16 FOR THE CRAIG
END 56, is affixed to the N. wall of the church.t Church Street.-In 1493 Robert Bellenden, Abbot
Beside the W. entrance to the churchyard some of Holyrood, founded and endowed a ch an try chapel
fragments of one of the original 15th-century for two secular chaplains on the N. bank of the
windows have been set up. Another window, Water of Leith, dedicating it to St. Ninian. The
said to have been of six lights with tracery above, fabric fell into ruin after the Reformation, was
which had been removed in the " restoration" and restored in 1595, and in 1606 became officially
re-erected in a garden, was transferred in 1911 to the church of a new and independent parish of
St. Conan's Church, ne(!r the head of Loch Awe, North Leith. The Statistical Account of Scotland l
and placed in the chapel that commemorates states "both the church and manse are as old
as the times of popery, but they have underKing Robert the Bruce.
PLATE.-The church possesses the following gone a variety of repairs; the church received
articles of plate.
a very considerable one in the year 1736,
In
(1) Two silver cups made by John Scott of Edin- when it was in a great measure rebuilt."
burgh. Both are inscribed round the lip DILEXI the early 19th century, when a new parish church
IEHOVA DECORVM DOMVS TVAE (" Jehovah, I have had been provided upon another site, the old one
loved the seemliness of Thine house ") SOVT LEITH, was let to other congregations; and in 1825, when
and one bears an additional inscription on the foot the last of these removed, the place was converted
GIVIN TO THE SOVT KIRK OF LEITH BE WILLIAM into a granary, which in its turn has been rebuilt
TROTTER AND lAMES BARNIS BAILLES IN TYME OF as a mill. The only remains of the older masonry
now left exposed are in the lower part of the S.
PEST ANNO 1645.
(2) Two silver basins both inscribed on the rim side-wall.
The manse, however, which stood at the N.E.
in two lines: DEO & ECCLESIAE LETHENSI AVSTRALI D: PA.
RVTHVEN EQVITVM TRIBVNVS ME D.D. 1638 / LONGIORI corner of the church, still exists in Church Street
VSV ATTRITVM ET LACERATVM INSTAVRARI ET E as the offices of Quayside Mills. It is built in two
PVRIORI (sic) ARGENTO DENVO CONFLARI CVRAVIT parts, of which the one to the W. represents the
DICTAE ECCLESIAE CONSISTORIVM ANNO DOM 1718 parsonage of the two canons of Holyrood who
(" Sir Patrick Ruthven,j: Muster Master-General, served the church; while the E., and larger, portion,
gave me to God and to the church of South Leith which covers the entrance to the church, was added
in 1638. The presbytery of the said church had after the Reformation to accommodate married
[this basin], which was worn and damaged by long clergy. The building as a whole has all the appearuse, renewed and molten afresh out of purer silver ance of a late 16th-century structure which has been
• This house was long known as "Mary of Guise's
House," but the mansion of the Queen-Regent, which
was immediately adjacent, had been removed in the
early 18th century .

25 1

t

Craigend was the district of Calton Hill .

t On whom see p. 7.
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rem9delled towards the end of the century following.
It is three storeys in height and L-shaped on plan,
its wing containing the staircase and terminating
in a timber clock-tower with a lead-covered ogival
roof following the Dutch fashion. The re-entrant
angle is occupied by a modern brick building of a
single storey. The masonry is squared rubble.
The lowest windows have been altered. Those on
the first floor have moulded margins, while the
single light on the second floor, which lacks its
pediment, has back-set margins. The entrance to
the stair, now covered by the extension, bears the
date 1675 on the lintel. The interior · has lately
been modernised. In the steeple hangs a bell
inscribed FOR THE KIRK OF NORTH LEITH DAVID
HODGE FECIT 1738. The iron spindle and cardinal
points and the copper weathercock upon the apex
of the roof ~r.e modern, those that they replaced being
preserved m the National Museum of Antiquities. 2
From t~e S. gable of the manse extends a plain,
rubble-bUilt, four-storeyed tenement, probably of
the first half of the 18th century, which has its S.E.
corner splayed back. Through the centre of the
front runs a pend, by which the church behind was
entered; it has a rusticated archway at its outer end,
the keystone of which is scrolled and bears a grotesque
head. The windows have back-set margins. Over
the central window on the first floor has been
inserted the lintel of the main entrance to the
church, bearing the inscription BLESED AR THEY
YAT HEIR YE VORD OF GOD AND KElP IT / LVK XI 1600.
CHURCH PLATE.-The modern parish church
possesses four communion cups and a baptismal
laver which were gifted to the parish in 1673.
Round the outside of the rim of all four cups runs
the quotation: PSALM ii 6 and 13. I WIL TAKE THE
CWP OF SALVATION AND CALL WPON THE NAME OF
THE LORD. On the foot they are inscribed respectively
1. THIS CWP GIFTED TO THE KIRK OF NORTH LEITH
BY MR THO WILKIE* AND OTHERS WHOS NAMES ARE
RECORDED IN THE SAIDS KIRK BOOKS ANNO 1673.
2. THE GIFTE OF THE MASTERS AND MAlRENERS OF
NORTH LEITH TO THE KIRK OF NORTH LEITH ANNO
16 73 .
3. THE GIFTE OF THE SHIPBVILDERS AND CARPENTRS
OF NORTH LEITH TO THE KIRK OF NORTH LEITH ANNO
1673 .
4. GIFTED TO THE KIRK OF NORTH LEITH ANNO 1673
BY MR H. ALCORNE, C. NEILSONE, G. DALLOS, A.
CHRYSTIE, W. STEW ART.
The baptismal b asin is inscribed round the rim:
GIFTED BY THE TREDS OF NORTH LEITH TO THE KIRK
OF NORTH LEITH, ANNO 1673. It must, however,
be at least six years older than this date indicates,
as it bears the punch-mark of James Symontoun
" The Rev . Thom as Wilkie, M.A., was collated to this
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who was deacon of the Incorporation of Goldsmiths
from 1655 to 1667.
1 Vol. vi, p. 574 (1793)' 2 P.S.A.S., iv, (1860 -2),
P·295·

219. Carved Stones, North Leith B~rial
Ground.-The parishioners of North Leith had
been deprived of their burial-ground by the construCtion of the Citadel (No. 230) in 1650, and it
was not until 1664 that the loss was made good by
the grant of garden ground lying on the left bank
of the Water of Leith for the purposes of a new
cemetery.1 This still exists at the E. end of Coburg
Street, and contains the following memorials of
earlier date than 1707.
(I) A- headstone resting against the W. -boundarywall, and probably dateable to about 1700. It has
a moulded ogival top with finials in the shape of
cherub's heads. On both front and back are panels,
one of which displays a pierced heart, with a skull
and cross-bones. Neither of them is inscribed.
These panels have at each side a pilaster supporting
a pediment above; one pair of pilasters is enriched
with scroll-work, the other with a turf-cutter and a
spade.
The tympanum on one side contains . a
cherub's head, and in the other is an uncarved
shield.
(2) A headstone with a curvilinear and scrolled
top, decorated with a rose in relief on either edge.
On the front appears a cherub's head, from which
fall draperies framing the inscription HERE LYS
THOMAS HALL / SMITH AND JEAN HORN HIS / WIFE
HE DIED THE 19 OF DECEMBER 1701 / HIS AGE 63
YEARS & / SHE DIED THE 18 / OF JANUARY 1702 /
HER AGE 54 YEARS.
WHAT IS MANS LIFE / A VALLEY FVLL OF ILL
BEGINNING MIDS[T] / AND END LAMENTING / STILL
On the back, surmounted by a crown, is a cartouche
displaying a hammer, emblematic of the deceased
man's craft, flanked by the initials of husband and
wife. To right and left of the cartouche appear
two mottoes which were much in favour at this
time, MORS PATET / HORA LATET . and HODIE MIHI /
CRAS TIBI, with a skull, cross-bones and hour-glass
below. On one edge of the stone is incised a
quotation from Horace (Odes, i, 4, 13).
PALLIDA MORS (A)EQUO PULSAT PED[E] / PAUPERUM
TABERNAS
REGUM[QUE] / TURRIS
which is translated on the other edge as
WITH EQWA[L] FOOTE / DEATH KNOCKS / AT DOO[R]ES .
[THE COTS OF POOR ALIKE AS PRINCELY TOWERS].
(3) A headstone with shaped sides and top,
bearing one inscription on the front HEIR LYETH /
IOHN HVITON / WHO D[I]ED / DECON OF THE / WEIVARS
IN NORTH LEITH / THE 25 IAR 1669 / AND OF AIG 39,
charge on 4th January 1672 and translated to the Tolbooth
parish of Edinburgh in 1687.
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and another on the top edge

MEMENTO MORI / 0
DEATH WHERE IS THY STING / 0 GRAVE WHERE IS
THY VICTORE.
On the back is a sunk panel with

a foliated margin containing a skull and cross-bones
accompanied by the initials I Hand W H.
(4) A headstone with a scrolled top and square,
bellied panel below, the latter framed by a moulding
breaking out into lugs at the two top corners. On
the panel is incised HEIR LYS [M]AR[GARE]T [BORTHWICK] / SPOWS [T]O T[HOMAS ZEMAN] / INDWALER
IN NOR[TH LEITH] / WITH THER CHlLDR[EN SHE] /
DIED THE 20 DAY [OF] A[PRIL] / 1690 HER AGE 62
YEARS / HERE LYS THOMAS ZE[MAN INDWELLER IN]
NORTH LEITH HE DIED [3] OF OCTO/ BER 1702 HIS
AGE 70 YEARS /
AH ME I GRAVILL AM AND DWST /
AND TO THE GRAVE DESHEND I MOST /
o PAINTED PIEC OF LIVING CLAY /
BE THOW NOT PROWD OF THY SHORT DAY

The back of the stone bears a cartouche with a rose
at either side and a skull, cross-bones and hourglass below. On it are carved the initials T Z and
M B..
(5) The broken pediment of a headstone containing in the tympanum a shield flanked by mantling
and charged: Three hunting-horns, two and one,
for Forrester.
(6) The tympanum of a pediment containing a
cartouche flanked by carved swags and charged:
Paly of six, a bend charged with three cushions, for
Lundy. Beside this, but not necessarily related to
it, lies a fragment of a foliated frieze. The former,
and possibly the latter item also, is almost certain
to have been part of the "Reverend Mr. James
Lundie's Monument."2 He died in 1696, after
having been minister of this parish for eight and a
half years.
(7) A fragment of a headstone which must have
been generally similar to No. 4. It is inscribed
[HERE] LYS CATHRE[IN] / [ .•. SPOVS] TO ALEX LAW[ASON]
/ [ •. ] 11 WITH THER T[ . • . . • • AN]D ALEX LAWASON /
[HER] HUSBAND W[HO] / DIEDTHE [ •. ] OF / [ •• ] 16[91].

(8) The lower part of a headstone bearing a panel
flanked by fluted pilasters and inscribed HERE LYES
THE / [CO]RPS OF JOHN / [G]RAY SMITH & [B]VRGES &
FRIE/MAN OF THE / [C]ANNIGATE / INDWELER IN /
LIETH WHO DE/ PAR[TED] THIS / LIFE[ • .• M]AY 16/84
[HIS AGE 5]0 YEA [RES]
1 Maitland, History, p. 498. 2Monteith, An Theater
of Mortality (1704), pp. 73 f.

220. Parish Church, Restalrig.-On being
rebuilt in 1487, the old parish church, which appears
• The missing letters have been supplied from Monteith's
An Theater of Mortality, p . 7 6 .
Traditionally Restalrig was not only the scene of St.
Triduana's life but also her burial-place. Mter her death
it became a pilgrim resort for those afflicted with diseases

t
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on record as early as the 12th century, was erected
by King J ames III into a collegiate establishment
known as the Deanery of Restalrig. 1 At the
Reformation it was the first church in Scotland to
suffer.
On 21st December 1560 the General
Assembly directed " that the kirk of Restalrig, as a
monument of idolatrie, be raysit and utterlie castin
downe and destroyed "2, and thereafter its ruins
served as a quarry. In 1571 some of the stones which
had already been removed to Edinburgh for housebuilding were diverted to the reconstruction of the
Nether Bow Port. 3 Some parts of the choir walls,
however, escaped destruction, and these were
restored in 1836 to make the church of a quoad
sacra parish.
As it stands to-day this building is featureless, and
shows few traces of its 15th-century origin. It is
built of rubble, the lower part of the walls being
offset, with buttresses of ashlar, the south-easternmost
of which exhibits a weatherworn panel carved with
a shield surmounted by a crown, the arms and
supporters being wholly illegible.
There were
no windows in the N. wall, and three built-up
doorways in the lower part of it seem to be late
insertions. The E. window and three of the four
windows facing S., as well as a built-up doorway
on the S. side, which has a semicircular head and is
enriched with small carved paterae, all date from
1487. Attached to the S.W. angle of the church is
St. Triduana's Well, a most interesting piece of
architecture, which originally formed the undercroft of
St. Triduana's Chapel. The Chapel was already in
existence some ten years before the church itself
came to be rebuilt. Prior to its restoration in 1907
the little building had been thought to be either a
chapter-house or a burial-vault, but the excavation
then made revealed its purpose as a " Balm Well "t
and disclosed evidence of there having been an
upper storey, obviously the "Upper Chapel "
endowed by King James III in 1477. 4 In the
restorationt only the undercroft could be taken
in hand, as certain evidence essential to the rebuilding
of the superstructure was lacking.
Built partly below ground, the structure is hexagonal on plan, the external diameter measuring
36 ft. 6 in. The masonry is ashlar. Each angle
has been reinforced by a projecting buttress. In
each of the three S. sides is a late Gothic window,
its sill level with the ground outside. These windows
are mullioned and the reprises are unusually high.
Their heads are three-centred, a form not commonly seen in Scotland, and they contain moulded
and cusped tracery in which the eyes are unpierced.
of the eyes, and as late as the 16th century Sir David
Lindsay speaks of people going there " to mend their ene."

t Of which a full account will be found in the Transactions of the S cottish Ecclesiological Society , iii,
pp. 238 fr.
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Their jamb-section is chamfered and quirked.
The original entrance in the N.W. wall has been
rebuilt. The N. wall contains a wide built-up
doorway which once led from the church.
There
is no opening in the N.E. wall, which must therefore
have abutted against some other structure. The
outer side of the E. wall partly overrides a moulded
base of 13th-century date, apparently the only
vestige of the first building.
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placed within the undercroft.
The collection
includes : (I) Moulded bases, and sections of window
tracery.
(2) A vaulting boss with a star of five points
enclosed by stiff, conventional foliage.
(3.) Another boss with a shield similarly enclosed,
on which the letters I M, for Iesus Maria,
appear in monogram. beneath a crown and flanked
by two doves.
(4) A third boss similar to the last with the
letters I H S beneath a crown.
(5) A fourth boss, bearing a saltire cantoned with
four fleurs-de-lys, the arms of Kelly of that Ilk.
(6) A- grotesque head.
.
FONT.-An interesting font of the 13th century,
which lay for many years in the courtyard of Craigentinny House (No. 231), has recently been restored
to the church. It is in the form of a drum of stone
with four projecting lugs, and measures I ft. 6 in.
in diameter by I ft. in height. The bowl is I ft. i in.
in diameter and 8i in. deep. The drum has been
designed to stand on a circular shaft.
JouGs.-In the boundary wall S.E. of the church
is a built-up and incomplete gateway of the 17th
century, to one jamb of which is attached a pair
of jougs with a modern collar.
TOMBsToNEs ..,-The churchyard contains a late
17th- or early 18th-century table-stone, and two
headstones of the same time. None of the inscriptions
is legible.
1 Laing, Collegiate Churches, pp. iv
and xlv.
2 The Booke of the Universall Kirk of Scotland, p., 5.
3 Diurnal, p. 241.
4 Laing, op. cit., p. xlv.
5 History,
p. 257. 6 Laing, op. cit., p. lxi, where the date
has been read incorrectly. 7 P.S.A.S., lxii (1927-8),
pp. 27-35·

The undercroft and the upper chapel were both
vaulted, and the lower of the two rib-vaults, which
is still extant, is possibly the most interesting feature
of the interior. There is a central pier, composed
of clustered shafts with fillets, and within each
angle of the cell a wall-shaft rises as a respond.
The method by which a polygonal building is
normally vaulted is to spring vault-ribs in semicircular or pointed arcs from pier to wall-shaft,
but here the arcs are sprung instead from the wallshaft at one angle to that at the angle opposite,
while the mid- o.r ridge-rib first runs horizontally
to an intermediate boss and then sweeps downwards
to the capital of the pier. Four of the vaulting
bosses are foliaceous, while two others have shields,
both uncarved. The mouldings and carved work on
the ribs, capitals and bases are characteristic of the
third quarter of the 15th century. On each wall
is a stone bench, to the top of which the water now
frequently rises.
According to Arnot,5 who wrote in 1788, the place
had been used for burial some centuries earlier. An
interesting sepulchral slab can be seen built into
the N .E. wall, but this stone is not in its original
position and may have been brought in from outside.
Below the initials I K is incised a shield parted per
pale and charged: Dexter, quarterly, 1st and 4th
three piles in point, for Logan, 2nd, an eagle displayed, for Restalrig, 3rd, three papingoes, for
Pepdie and Home; sinister, on a chevron, three
mullets, for Ker. Round the margin runs an
221. Chapel of SS. Mary and James, Westinscription, the last two lines of which are cut below most Close, Newhaven.-A rubble gable on the
the first one, with the result that the breakage of the E. side of the Close is pointed out as the last vestige
left-hand top corner has led to the loss of some words of this chapel, which was in process of construction
in all three. The missing words are, however, on in 1505. The gable in question contains a built-up
record,6 and when they are supplied the whole window of the 17th century, which is domestic
reads :-[HERE LYETH] ANE / HONORABLE LADY rather than ecclesiastical in character. The adjoinIONET KER / LADY RESTAL/RIG QVHA DEPAERTIT YIS ing open space, facing Main Street, is the graveyard
L[YFE / 12 DAY OF M]AII / [ANNO 15]96. In describing that was latterly attached to the chapel.
the stone 7 the late Mr. William Douglas pointed
out that the date as given above seemed to identify
222. The Friary of St. Anthony, 7 St.
the deceased as the second wife of the Gowrie
Anthony
Lane.-While it is certain that no part of
conspirator, Robert Logan, seventh laird of Restalrig.
the house of Austin Friars that existed in 1418 1 now
ARCHITECTURAL FRAGMENTS.-Within the roof remains above ground, a long, vaulted subterranean
space above the rib-vault are preserved a number of cellar, which underlies the warehouse of St. Anthony's
carved and moulded fragments, evidently part~ of Clayworks, facing Giles Street and St. Anthony's
the upper chapel. Others are grouped outside the Place, is said locally to be the last vestige of the
entrance, but the most noteworthy have been Friars' domestic buildings. As the cellar is used as a

•

254

INVENTORY OF MONUMENTS IN EDINBURGH

LEITH, NEWHAVEN]

store and was completely filled with boxes at the
date of visit no useful examination could be made;
but if the Friary church and hospital stood as is
reported, in the positions now occupied by the
Trafalgar Hall and Kirkgate Church, 2 the cellar in
question can hardly have been part of that establishment. For" Notes on the Augustinian House of
Saint Anthony, Leith," see P.S.A.S., lxiv (1929-30),
pp. 275-9 0.
1 Scottish Supplications to Rome, S.H.S., p. 12.
2 Russell, The Story of Leith, p. 105.

(ii)

SECULAR

223.

Leith: its Port and Streets.-The
original harbour of the seaport mentioned in the 12thcentury Great Charter of Holyrood was simply the
lower reach of the Water of Leith, and it did not
extend farther down-stream than Broad Wynd.
The docks and warehouses that now exist between
this former limit and the foreshore have all come
into being in the last two centuries, and the street
on the E. bank of the stream is still known as " The
Shore." Previous to the time of its destruction at
the hands of the English in 1547 Leith, like other
Scottish seaports, was a very small place. This is
clearly shown by the extent of the fortifications
thrown up in the following year by Monsieur
D'Esse, commander of the French troops supporting
the Regent, Queen Marie de Guise-Lorraine, which
actually enclosed the whole area of the town. This
system, which was octagonal in shape, straddled
the mouth of the river, a timber bridge placing the
two banks in communication. The works consisted of a rampart and ditch, strengthened at the
corners by eight projecting bastions, two of which,
built of stone and situated respectively at the
Sandport in North Leith and at the W. end of the
present Bernard Street'" in South Leith, guarded
the approach to the harbour. From the second of
these, which was known as Ramsay's Mount, the
rampart trended eastwards, parallel with Bernard
Street, to a bastion situated where the Corn Exchange
Buildings now stand. It then turned S.S.W. and
followed the line of Constitution Street as far as a
fourth bastion, placed at the junction with Coatfield
Lane. From this point it ran towards a fifth bastion
at the top of the Kirkl1te. The position of the
sixth bastion is uncertain. The seventh stood on
the W. bank of the river. The eighth appears to
have stood where the Citadel (No. 230) rose a
century later. In the rampart were seven gates or
"ports," that of St. Anthony, situated at the S.
end of the Kirkgate, being the principal entry on the
• The position now occupied by Numbers 3 2 -5,
The Shore
t E.g., the ravages of the plague of 16 45- 6 ,
which carried off two-thirds of the population.
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landward side. The scanty remains of two counterworks are noted under No. 247.
Notwithstanding the facts that the Queen-Regent
interested herself in Leith and occupied a house
there and that several members of the Court
followed her example, the port still appears as very
small in comparison with Edinburgh in a contemporary drawing of the siege of the capital in
1573 (Fig. 61). North Leith, for instance, on the
left bank of the stream, is merely a village on the
water-front, while South Leith, on the opposit~
bank, is shown as a little town built round two
main cross-streets. The two communities had been
united by a bridge as early as 1439, the name Old
Bridgend, which attaches to the junction of Coalhill
and Sheriffbrae, indicating the position of one end.
The same drawing shows the fortifications of 1548
and 1581 still enclosing the town, as they continued
to do for the better part of two centuries after the
date at which it was made.
In 1650 Sir David Leslie, commander of the
Scottish forces that were opposing Cromwell, threw
up a strong earthen breastwork between the capital
and its port. This became the path known as the
Walk, and ultimately developed into the principal
means of communication between the two towns.
It is now a street, Leith Walk, which traverses a
densely built-up area.
For one reason and anothert the growth of Leith
was long retarded, and at the end of the reign of
George 1. the seaport covered less ground than the
S. part of the burgh of Edinburgh. Within a
century, however, it expanded greatly as a result of
improvements made to the harbour; and the rate
of expansion increased further after 1832, when the
passing of the Reform Bill removed many of the
disabilities under which the port had previously
laboured.

224. Houses in Leith.-The following record
of the lesser surviving monuments is intended to
provide such a picture of the old streets of the Port
as the paucity of material permits. It should be
read in conjunction with the relative miscellaneous
items (Nos. 235-246), and with Dr. Malcolm's
notes on certain of the v.anished buildings (Nos.
248- 25 1).
In 1677 Robert Mylne of Balfargie, the King's
Principal Master Mason, obtained a grant of the
waste land at the E. end of the harbour, and proceeded to build there the large tenement still extant
as Numbers 8-14 The Shore.! Ashlar-fronted but
built of rubble at the sides and back, this house is
: Some of his family resided in this tenement, and one
part remains the property of a descendant.
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oblong on plan and four storeys in height, the
ground floor containing modern shops. It has
one remarkable feature, that the attic floor is laid
and caulked like the deck of a ship. The architectural treatment, however, is simple. The front
windows have chamfered arrises in contrast to the
others which have back-set and chamfered margins.
The entrance to Number 10 has a moulded architrave.
The window immediately above has a raking pediment, which bears the date 1678 at the apex of the
tympanum above a cartouche on which are displayed
Robert Mylne's initials in monogram.
Mylne
took in more ground in 1685, agreeing, however,
to leave enough room on the N. side of his tenement
for an entrace to the Timber Bourse, where the
timber merchants foregathered.'*' That establishment has now disappeared, but in the outer wall
of Number 10 Tower Street can be seen a series of
built-up openings through which the " dales" were
drawn into the yard inside, while the name still
lingers in the ' form of " Timber Bush."
The tenement humbered 16-20 The Shore is so
similar to Numbers 8-14 to the N. that it may
likewise be ascribed to Mylne without hesitation.
It has, however, a moulded cornice above the
ground floor, and below some evidence of a columnar
treatment, which has been almost wholly obliterated
by. the construction of shops. From the second
floor upwards the tenement has been rebuilt. The
entrance to Number 20 has a moulded doorway,
inscribed on the frieze:
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(" May Christ, King of Kings, who sleepeth not
for all time to come, keep this house in safety and
its people free from sin "). A shallow, rectangular
oriel-window of ashlar is set out over the doorway
on modern metal brackets, which replace the original
supports; it has a single large light with a moulded
margin in front, and at each side a smaller light
checked for shutters.
In 1686 Mylne undertook to construct a " wynd
mill of the largeness of thretty two foot diameter
over the walls." This is still extant at the corner
of Tower Street and The Shore. The tower, circular
on plan and built in five receding storeys, has been
subsequently provided with windows and finished
off with a battlemented top. The name "Signal
Tower" goes back no further than 1805.

The division of The Shore immediately S. of
Bernard Street contains two early 18th-century
tenements side by side, which occupy part of the
site of the palacium de Leith, popularly known as
"The King's Wark" (No. 249). Each of the
three houses has a central gablet, surmounted by
a chimney stalk and flanked by wooden dormers
facing the street, and contains three storeys and an
In the northernmost, which constitutes
attic.
Number 65 Bernard Street and Number 36 The
Shore, the front and the gable exposed to Bernard
Street have recently been reharled. The quoins
and window margins are back-set, and the skew-puts
are scrolled. The street floor has been altered to
form licensed premises. The adjoining tenement,
Numbers 36-38 The Shore, is rather plainer in
treatment but also has scrolled skew-puts. A doorway
near the centre, set between an extension of the
public house on the left and a shop on the right,
has a moulded architrave surmounted by an elaborate
broken pediment which contains a cartouche dated
171 [I?] and bearing an intricate monogram apparently
of the initials I Gt and B M. Both buildings look
out behind on a court, which is entered from a pend
passing beneath the contemporary tenement Number
61 Bernard Street. This latter building, recently
reharled, is three storeys and an attic in height
and has a central gablet towards the court. The
ground floor contains a shop, on the right of which
is the moulded archway through which the pend
is entered; while the remains of a forestair which
gave access to an adjoining property are still visible
on the left.
Broad Wynd leads eastwards from The Shore
into Water Street. The four-storeyed tenement at
the S. corner of wynd and street dates from the
late 17th century but seems to have been partly
rebuilt at a considerably later period. The entrance
to the upper floors, identified as Number 12 Broad
Wynd. has a moulded architrave. On the lintel
can be traced the last vestiges of an inscription in
raised letters, too badly decayed to be deciphered.
Near the wall-head are inserted the apices of five
17th-century dormer-pediments.
At the W. end of Giles Street stands an oblong
rubble-built block once known as the" Blak-Volts"
of the Logans of Coatfield and to-day as the
"Vouts."t In the 17th century it stood three storeys
above ground but was subsequently raised in height.
The vaults themselves are below ground and comprise an extensive cellarage excavated in the natural

• This was not the only " Bourse" in Leith. In the
early years of the 17th century Bernard Lindsay had
conceived the idea of improving the amenities of the port
by building a notable portico, wherein merchants might
promenade and transact their business, beside his house
which adjoined the King's Wark (No. 249) on The Shore.
This portico was evidently a paved piazza of polished
stone columns and arches, provided with benches and seats .

Lindsay was rewarded by the King in 1612 for his publicspirited action (Reg. Mag. Sig., 1609-1620, No. 668).
t Probably for lames Gray, portioner of Leithhea~ ,
who is mentioned in a deed of 1717. His wife's name IS
not recorded.
t From the French voate: this local name is a relic
of the French occupation of the port in the time of Queen
Marie de Guise-Lorraine.

CHRISTUS [REX] REGUM, QUI NON DORMITA[T I]N AEVVM
PROTEGAT HANC AEDEM, NECNON SIN[E] CRIMINE
PLEBEM
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sand. A central vaulted passage traverses the
block, which is about 43 ft. wide, and on either
side of this open two vaulted cellars each about
70 ft. long. This undercroft seems to have been
in existence in 1587 and is therefore earlier than
the superstructure, which dates from 1682. Of the
rooms above only one deserves mention-a square
room on the street floor with a fine coved and enriched
ceiling of the late 17th century. The fireplace
has been removed, but the modelled plaster-work
that stood above it still remains. In one wall is a
,; niche with a "shell" head. The building looks out on
a courtyard in which there is a draw-well; a bottling
shed on the opposite side of the courtyard has a
skew-put dated 1689.
Several houses dating from the 17th and 18th
centuries still survive in the Kirkgate, which led
from the water-front by way of Water Street to
St. Mary's Church (No. 217). Of these the earliest
is Balmerino House, which is screened from the
street by later buildings and looks out at the back
on the grounds of St. Mary's R.C. Church. Built
in 163 I by John Stewart, Earl of Carrick, second son
of Robert, Earl of Orkney, it was sold in 1643 to
John, Lord Balmerino, in whose family it remained
until the attainder of the sixth Lord in 1746.
Writing in 1848 Sir Daniel Wilson saysl of it
" Entering by a low and narrow archway immediately
behind the buildings on the east side
the
visitor finds himself in a singular looking, irregular,
little court. A proje.cting staircase is thrust obliquely
into the narrow space and adapts itself to the
irregular sides of the court by sundry corbels and
recesses . . . A richly decorated dormer-window
forms the chief ornament of this portion of the
building, furnished with unusually fine Elizabethan
work, and surmounted by a coronet and thistle,
with the letter C. Behind this a simple square
tower rises to a considerable height, finished with a
The east front appears to
bartizaned roof .
Its most
have been considerably modernized.
striking feature is a curiously decorated doorway,*'
finished in the ornate style of bastard Gothic introduced in the reign of James VI. An ogee arch,
filled with rich Gothic tracery, surmounts the square
lintel, finished with a lion's head . . . and on
either side is a scupltured shield, on one of which a
monogram is cut . . . and with the date 163 I.
Here according to early and credible tradition was
the mansion of John, third Lord Balmerinoch, where
he received the young King, Charles n, on his
arrival at Leith on the 29th of July 1650'" In a
note on the same page he blazons a coat of arms" on
the second shield" as: Quarterly, 1st and 4th
the Royal Arms of Scotland; 2nd and 3rd, a ship
with sails furled; over all, on a shield of pretence,
a chevron. Commenting on this information in
*' This was taken down about

19 0
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1862 Dr. Robertson states 2 that the" tower" was then
still extant, but that the Gothic lintel had been
removed to 24 Royal Terrace, Edinburgh. Of the
arms carved upon it he says " They are the Burgh
Stewart of Scotland"; actually the arms are those
of John Stewart, Earl of Carrick. A motto borne
on a circular label enclosing the shield he also gives
as SIC FVIT EST ET ERIT (" Thus it has been, is, and
shall be "). As it stands to-day, the Balmerino
house comprises a large oblong block containing a
sunk floor and two upper storeys; having been
cemented on the outside, it is now featureless but
for a modern doorway on the E. side carrying a ship
in full sail in the centre of its frieze. The wing
that contained the original entrance has been
swept away.
The building at the N .E. corner of the Kirkgate
and St. Anthony Street includes a late 17th-century
tenement, Numbers 85, 86 and 87 Kirkgate, which
originally consisted of two storeys and an attic
but has been raised one storey in height and partly
rebuilt. The street floor, Numbers 85 and 87, is
occupied by shops. The upper floors are entered
from the doorway identified as Number 86, which
This staircase
opens directly on a newel-stair.
originally rose as a tower above the wall-head. The
masonry is rubble, relieved by the back-set margins
of the windows. The roof is slated.
The adjoining tenement, Numbers 89-91 Kirkgate,
which contains three storeys and an attic, is of the
same period as the last, although not of one build
with it. The ground floor is occupied by shops.
The upper floors are entered from a staircase set
in the centre of the front. The masonry is rubble
with back-set dressings at the voids. The roof is
pantiled and the gables were originally crow-stepped.
At the N. end of the street is a partly derelict
property, Numbers 139-142 Kirkgate, consisting of
a cellarage and three upper floors, which may be
referred to the turn of the 17th and 18th centuries
as it exhibits two gablets surmounted by chimneystalks towards the street. The ground floor is
devoted to shops. The upper floors, which are now
inaccessible, were formerly entered from a moulded
doorway placed near the centre of the front. The
masonry is of rubble with free-stone dressings.
1 Memorials, ii, pp. 140 f. 2 P.S.A.S. , iv (1860-2),
P· 45°·
225. 13 Waters' Close.-Mary, Queen of Scots,
after landing at Leith on 19th August 1561 " remainit
in Andro Lamb's hous be the space of ane hour,"l
and her resting-place is commonly identified as the
house still extant at the corner of Water Street
and Waters' Close. This building, however, has
all the appearance of dating from the second decade
of the 17th century. Certainly the finest of the

4.
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historic houses in Leith, it contains four main
storeys with a garret in the roof and is oblong on
plan, with its major axis running roughly E. and W.
The masonry is of harled rubble with exposed
dressings, those of the original windows being either
rounded or chamfered. Against the W. end of the
building abuts an 18th-century mutual gable, while
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the manner in which the W. side of the projection
is taken in beneath corbelling to accommodate an
angle window lighting the lower part of the stair, a
device employed at a higher level on the E. gable
for a similar purpose. Another feature of the same
elevation is the broad crow-stepped chimney-stalk
rising from the wall-head on the W. of the stair.
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FIG . 430.-Number 13 Waters' Close, Leith (No. 225), from plans prepared by the City Architect.

more modern buildings cover the E. end of the
N. wall. Thus only the S. side and E. gable of the
house stand free and unobscured (Fig. 428). Centred
in the front or S. elevation is a stair-tower of slight
projection, handsomely corbelled and effectively
offset, which rises to a. gab let, the re-entrant angle
on the E. side of this containing a turret-stair for
access to the garret. Attention may be drawn to

A corresponding stalk on the opposite wall and a
third on the E. of the stair are also original provisions,
although partly rebuilt in the 18th century.
The lowest storey was devoted to store-rooms,
entered from four wide doorways on the S. side
and from a fifth in the E. gable. But there may
also have been a workshop behind one of the storerooms since the flue of an original fireplace has
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recently been found in the back wall. All had
wooden floors, with wide boards resting on JOISts
which seem to have been bedded in sand. There
are numerous cupboards in the walls. As far as
can be ascertained there were two flats on each of
the two floors immediately above, all four dwellings
being entered off the common stair in front and
each comprising hall, "chalmer" and kitchen.
Whatever the arrangement, the rooms were spacious
and fairly well lit; they had large fireplaces and
some had wall-presses. Sanitation was probably
provided by an outside privy, but there are two
slop-sinks housed in recesses with ogival heads
within the stair well, discharging into a common
vent which emerges at the base of the wall of the
stair. The W. flat on the second floor shows slight
traces of painted decoration. On the third floor,
where the main stair ends, there seem to have been
two store-houses at the W. end-so much at least is
suggested by a doorway in each of the side walls,
to which goods might have been hoisted by block
and tackle-but the remainder of the storey contained two habitable flats. The garret was no doubt
divided into separate rooms, of which one still
survives above the main staircase; these were
probably intended for servants.
In the 18th century the property was extensively
remodelled. Windows were enlarged, fireplaces were
contracted and the accommodation was almost
certainly rearranged. The second floor, for instance,
became a single flat of not less than five habitable
apartments. Its principal room was panelled, and
in the panelling was set a shelved niche of plaster
with stucco enrichment in the head.
In 1938 the fabric was carefully restored.
1 Diurnal, p. 66.
'
226. 38 Quality Street.- The antique-looking
tenement of two storeys and an attic standing at the
corner of Quality Street and Quality Street Lane
is one of the few early 17th-century houses still
extant in the seaport. On plan it comprises an
oblong main block running N. and S., from near
the N. end of which a wing extends on each side.
The smaller or W. wing, which is crow-stepped,
is of one piece with the main block and originally
contained the staircase. The larger wing is a
habitable addition, which can be dated to the end
of the century, if it was not merely reconstructed at
that period. The masonry is harled rubble with
exposed dressings throughout, either rounded or
chamfered at the arris. The main roofs are pantiled.
Until recently the street fa~ade was characterised
by two lofty chimneys similar to a third which still
surmounts the crow-stepped gable to the S.; the
larger stalk has, however, been replaced by a crowstepped gab let while the smaller one has been reduced
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in height. The crow-stepped dormers that rose
on each side of these chimneys have been renewed
with plain pediments, harled over, and their early
form can only be seen in the two dormers facing the
courtyard, which lies behind the house. The ground
floor, so far as can be ascertained, did not communicate with those above, but had several entrances
through its side walls. The original entrance to the
upper floors, which was situated in the S. wall of
the stair wing, has a heavily moulded margin and
has latterly been reduced to form a window, a new
doorway being struck out through the opposite wall.
Towards the close of the 17th century a new doorway
with a moulded and lugged architrave was formed
in the E. re-entrant angle, at the head of a forestair.
The interior has been remodelled and contains
nothing worthy of note.
227. The National Bank of Scotland,
Limited, 25 Bernard Street.-This neat little
Classic building of two storeys, constructed of
droved ashlar with polished dressings and situated
between Quality Street on the E. and Bank
Street on the W., was built in 1806 for the
Leith Bank, which is now defunct. On plan
it is rectangular, apart from the central circular
projections to N. and to S. which respectively
The
house the vestibule and the telling-hall.
projection in front is divided into bays by
Ionic shafts; in correspondence with those there
are pilasters at the corners of the main block which
are returned on the side walls. In the centre of this
projection is the entrance, a moulded door-piece,
and the bay on each side of it contains a window
surmounting a blind balustrade and having a moulded
architrave.
These windows, together with the
balustrades on their breasts, are repeated on the
main block with the addition of triangular pediments.
Each is surmounted by a plain window on the
upper floor. An entablature with a dentilated
cornice returns across the whole front. The vestibule
and its superstructure finishes in a dome covered in
lead; the roof of the main block is slated. The
elevation to Bank Street shows three windows on
the ground floor all with moulded architraves and
cornices, the latter supported by scrolled brackets.
On the upper floor, too, there are three windows
also with moulded architraves. The elevation to
Quality Street has a central projection surtnoUnted
by a triangular pediment. This projection contains
the entrance to the Bank house, which is situated
above the bank premises. On each side of it there
is a window with a moulded architrave and a
cornice supported by scrolled brackets, the breast
carrying a blind balustrade. The upper windows
have moulded architraves. A polished belt returns
across the elevation below these upper windows,
and a plain cornice runs above them. The S.
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elevation, which faces a small courtyard, is frankly
utilitarian.
The vestibule is circular. A doorway directly
opposite the entrance admits to the telling-hall
beyond, and is flanked by two niches which balance
the windows beside the entrance. The walls have
an enriched cornice. The floor is of marble,
chequered in black and white. The telling-hall is
also circular and has a lofty, domed ceiling containing
,an oval cupola, the only source of light. At the
,springing level of the dome runs a frieze enriched
with scroll-work in the Empire style. The surface
of the dome once bore life-size allegorical figures
' in oil colour; these, however, have been painted
out and an attempt to remove the covering coat
The telling-hall contains
proved unsuccessful.
seven doorways and these, with the exception of
one which is a dummy, give entry to the various
rooms on the ground floor. The agent's room . at
the N .W . corner of the building has one window
to the N. and two ,to the W. On the E. is a simple
·mantelpiece of black marble. The walls have a
dado rail and an enriched cornice, the latter returning
on S. and W. above contemporary cupboards of
deal. The N .E. room has a circled end to the W.,
and in this there is a mantelpiece like the last.
One window faces N., and another E. The walls
have an enriched cornice. On the W. side of the
telling-room there is vaulted storage-space. On
its S.E. side there is accommodation for the bank
messenger, a living-room and offices on the ground
floor, two bedrooms and a bathroom above.
The house above the bank enters from Quality
Street, the street door opening into the staircase.
The various rooms are grouped round the dome of
the telling-hall and consequently there is an exceptional length of passage.
The accommodation
comprises two public rooms, a kitchen, three bedrooms and a bathroom. The principal room is the
drawing-room, a circular room situated above the
vestibule. This has three low windows looking
towards the N. On the W. is a pine mantelpiece
with stucco enrichment representing a female figure
and an assemblage of marine objects. The ceiling
is a flat dome, too low for comfort, bearing paintings
in oil of three allegorical figures overscaled for the
size of the room. The dining-room also has a pine
mantelpiece with stucco enrichment, but otherwise
the house contains nothing of particular interest.

228.

The Exchange Building, Constitution

Street.-Like the Royal Exchange in Edinburgh
(No; 23), the Exchange Building in Leith was
intended to serve various ends. Not only was it a
meeting-place for merchants, but it also provided a
reading-room, an assembly-room, a coffee-room and
.a tavern as well as business offices. A scheme for
an assembly-room was first mooted in 1783,1 and
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by 1788 this building had been erected at a cost of
£16,000. As it stands at the N. end of Constitution
Street, it is a long dignified Classic edifice of three
storeys, T -shaped on plan by reason of a central
wing projecting eastwards from the back. The
front is "palace-form" and is constructed of
ashlar, channel-jointed on the street floor, polished
between that level and the first-floor windows,
and droved above; the back and S. side are of
rubble. The front is advanced at the centre and at
either end. The lower openings in the projecting
parts of the front are arched and recessed; those
in the parts set back are lintelled. On the first
floor the windows vary in design. Those on the
axes have moulded pediments, cornices and architraves, and their breasts carry blind balustrades.
On the windows at each side the pediments and
balustrades are omitted, while the windows in the
recessed parts of the front, and all those on the
second floor, are plain. The central portico has
Ionic shafts which rise through the two upper
storeys and support an entablature with a triangular
pediment, in the tympanum of which is a clock.
There are three entrances in the front. Of these the
one at the S. end leads to the assembly-room, the
only internal part of any interest. This doorway
opens into a vestibule with arcaded walls and an
enriched ceiling. Beyond the vestibule is a hall,
and from its N. side a scale-and-platt stair rises
to the first floor, on which the assembly-room
occupies the whole S. end of the building. This
is a stately room measuring about 60 ft. by 30 ft.,
lit by three windows facing W., one facing E., and
three facing S.-the central one of the last-named
being of the Venetian type. On the W. of the stair
there is an ante-room, and on the E. offices.
1 O.E.C., xix, p. 70.

229. The

Custom

House,

Commercial

Street.-This building, which stands on the N. side
of Commercial Street adjoining the part of the harbour
that was formerly known as The Sand Port and
Ballast Quay, was designed by Robert Reid, the
last to hold office as Master of the King's Works,
and is said to have cost £12,617.1 The contract
drawings bear the date 31 May 18II. The design
has been based generally upon that of the Register
House (No. 129). The building is two storeys and a
garret in height. On plan it is oblong, with the
major axis running roughly E. and W. The Iow
wings at the E. and W. sides are additions, but the
little single-storeyed lodges at their S. ends are
original; these lodges acted as terminals for the
boundary wall by which the property was at first
enclosed, and they seem to have contained the
entrances to the enclosure. On the N. of the main
building there is a detached block at present used
for storage; this also is original and represents the
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stabling for the "ride officers," or mounted staff.
The W. part is known as" The King's Warehouse."
At the four corners of the main building there are
projecting towers, and the central parts of the back
and front are also advanced. The central projection
on the fas;ade takes the form of a Doric porch with
a triangular pediment, the entablature with its
block-cornice returning round the buiding. The
double flight of steps in front of it is an addition. 2
Above the entablature the projecting parts of the
building end in pedestals, while the parts recessed
are surmpunted by balustrades. The masonry is
of droved ashlar. The windows are unmoulded,
and above and below the upper windows there is a
belt.
The plan is simple and spacious. The entrance,
which is centred in the fas;ade, opens into a vestibule
beyond which there is a transverse hall containing
the staircase and having an inner hall at each end.
From these inner halls corridors lead N. to the
courtyard at the back. The various offices and the
caretaker's house, comprising in all eighteen rooms,
some of which have been subdivided, are grouped
round the staircase and the two inner halls in an
asymmetrical arrangement. The same arrangement
is repeated on the upper floor, where the. three
central cells-that is to say the staircase and the
hall at each end of it-are lit by cupolas in the roof.
Here, as below, there has been subdivision, but
there has also been expansion as for example in the
case of the western hall, which has been opened out
to N., S. and W. to form what is called the" Long
Room." There were apparently sixteen compartments on the first floor; the one that adjoined the
N.W. tower contains a stone staircase, the only
access to the garret. None of the rooms on either
floor is of any special interest, and the garret is
simply a store.
1 Irons, Leith and its Antiquities, ii, p. 312. 2 Ibid.
230. The Citadel, Johnstone Street.- After
the battle of Dunbar, fought in 1650, Cromwell took
possession of Leith and introduced a number of
English settlers. As might be expected, differences
soon arose between the incomers and the natives.
The English minority, having failed to get their
case considered by a Commission set up for the
purpose, which consisted of two Scottish judges
together with General Monk representing Common.wealth interests, laid a petition before the Council
of State setting forth the grievances under which
they laboured. When the Town Council of Edinburgh heard of this latter step they were not
unnaturally alarmed; it was rumoured that the
English were about to fortify Leith and they feared
that Edinburgh might not only be deprived of its
rights and superiority but might even lose possession
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of the port that was essential to its trade. A Commission was thereupon appointed by the magistrates
to treat with General Monk. At a meeting which
took place at Dalkeith Monk informed the Commissioners that he had been instructed either to
fortify the whole town of Leith or to erect a citadel
therein, the choice of site in N. or S. Leith being
left to him. Pointing out that the major proposal
would certainly prejudice the rights and privileges
of Edinburgh, he drove a hard bargain, demanding,
as his price for proceeding with the minor scheme,
that Edinburgh should contribute £5,000 sterling
towards the cost of the citadel. Faced with these .
alternatives the Town Council chose the lesser
evil, stipulating, however, that their rights and
privileges in Leith were to be confirmed. Monk
agreed to this condition; the matters in dispute
were settled in favour of Edinburgh, and the money
was handed over in three instalments.
The Citadel was constructed at the N.W. corner
of N. Leith, partly on the parish burial-ground.
According to Maitland l it was pentagonal in shape
with a bastion at each corner and one gateway,
which faced E. When the Restoration was an
accomplished fact it was decided to demolish the
Citadel; but Lauderdale, scenting a handsome
profit, obtained a grant of the place from the Crown,
together with another grant of a free burgh of
regality and barony, and offered the whole to
Edinburgh at an exorbitant price. Fearing to incur
the displeasure of the most powerful minister in
the kingdoms if they refused, the Town Council
of Edinburgh paid £6,000 in 1663 for the Citadel
which had been erected at their own expense.
Commenting on the whole transaction less than a
century later Maitland 2 says" This Bugbear, which '
cost the Edinburghers no less a Sum than Eleven
thousand Pounds Sterling, is, in a short Time,
likely to become a Prey to the Sea; for, by its
violent Attacks, it has already strip'd it of its strong
stonern Wall on that Side, and destroyed its two
Northern Bastions." Arnot 3 reports in 1779 that
apart from " a strong gate with portcullices " most
of the Citadel had already been demolished. The
substructure of this gate still survives and gives
access from Dock Street to Johnstone Street. It
consists of a vaulted pend, at either end of which
is an arched gateway surmounted by a hood-mould.
The gateway to the N.E. has provision for a double
door, no doubt the "portcullices" mentioned by
Arnot. The superstructure has been rebuilt as a
house of two storeys.
1 History, p. 499.
2 Loc. cit.
3 History, p. 57 2 .
231. Craigentinny House, Restalrig.-The
mansion of the Craigentinny estate stands in
a walled garden about 250 yards N.E. of Restalrig
Church (No. 220), the S. and larger part of the
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. enclosure, which has small garden-houses with
square, domical roofs of stone in its S. corners,
being divided from the remainder by a lane, " The
Loaning," which runs down to the shore. The
entrance gateway, which is flanked by Renaissance
piers, has been built up.
The house itself, dating from the turn of the
16th and 17th centuries, when the property belonged
to James Nisbet, a descendant of the Henry Nisbet
who is mentioned on p. 242, has been greatly
extended and considerably modernized. The original
part comprises an oblong main block of four storeys,
running E. and W., and a wing on the S. which
contains a scale-and-platt stair. This stair rose
originally to the second storey and had a chamber
above it, but the latter has been done away with to
allow the scale-stair to continue upwards, and so
replace a turret-stair part of which still exists within
the E. re-entrant angle although the steps themselves
have been removed. The stair-turret is set out on a
conoidal corbelling above the first floor and is
divided horizontally by a string-course, the upper
part, capped with a conical roof, containing a gunloop facing E. Beside the turret is a projection
for the hall chimney, which is also set out on
corbelling as at Duntarvie, West Lothian!, and
elsewhere. Two" rounds" or turrets project from
the W. gable, while the E. gable has only one. Both
stair-turret and "rounds" have been rebuilt in
modern times. In all parts of the building the
masonry is random rubble with free-stone dressings,
rounded at the arris. The majority of the openings
are built with relieving arches. The roofs are
modern and have modern stone gutters and waterspouts (see Fig. 242).
The entrance, which has had its lintel raised and
renewed, is situated in the wing beside the foot
of the stair, and is surmounted by an armorial
panel, so much defaced by the weather that the
charges upon the shield are no longer legible. It
may be noted, however, that Nisbet of Craigentinny
carried: On a chevron between three boar's heads
erased, three cinquefoils. On the basement floor
are four unvaulted chambers, all entered from a
passage. The easternmost compartment had a
large arched fireplace in the E. gable and was
evidently the original kitchen; the fireplace was
contracted at some late date in the 17th century
when a moulded one was inserted in the infilling.
Concurrently with this alteration the westernmost
compartment may have become the kitchen, since
traces of a large kitchen-fireplace are to be seen
in the W. gable, while a well is believed to exist in
the S.W. corner.
On the first floor are three modernized rooms en
suite, of which the one in the centre represents the
262
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hall of the early house. The second floor has four
chambers entered off a passage on the S. side.
The room to the E. has a mural chamber at the
S.E. corner, and above its stone fireplace are two
plaster panels each carrying a rhymed inscription
in Gothic lettering.
These have been partly
renewed, with some obvious mistakes, and now
read ::-(1)

REMEMBER HOW I GAVE THE WRACHT
OF FELTHIE ERTH AND DAYE
AND HOW FRaME HEILL I HAVE THE BROCHT
QVHST THaW WAS DAMD FOR EY

(" Remember how I have thee wrought
Of filthy earth and clay,
.And how from hell I have thee b!ought
When thou wast damned for aye ").
(2)

THaW HAD ALL THaW MAID
OF REACHIS AND OF GOLD
IF YOW HAVE NOCHT THE LORD IN THOGHT
THAT FOR THY SINS WAS SAVLD
ALL IS IN WAINE I MAKE zow PLAIN
AS PAVLL THE TREVTH HAS TAVLD

(" Though thou hadst all thou wouldst
Of riches and of gold,
If you have not the Lord in thought
That for thy sins was sold,
All is in vain I make you plain
As Paul the truth has told ").
On the third floor are three rooms and a passage,
those at each end giving entrance to "studies"
in the turrets that project from the gables.
In the garden of Viewforth, Cammo Road,
Barnton, is preserved a 17th-century Renaissance
door-pediment containing in the tympanum a
shield, bordered by strap-work and charged: On a
chevron between three boar's heads erased, three
cinquefoils, for Nisbet of Craigentinny. Above the
shield the initials A N are represented resting on a
square and compasses, while the initials G M are
cut at the sides. The last two figures of the date,
which appears below, have been obliterated.
1 Inventory of Midlothian and West Lothian,
No. 281.
232. The Village of Restalrig .- This ancient
hamlet, which is named after the family of De
Lestalric, lies E. of the Old Town of Edinburgh on
one of the roads to Leith, and has been engulfed
by the modern city. Of the characteristic cottages
that formerly bordered the village street only one
has survived without material alteration. This is
an oblong, rubble-built, harled structure of two
storeys, by tradition" the wricht's house," with a
gabled projection towards the street to contain the
staircase. The entrance, which has a moulded
architrave bearing the date 1678 on the lintel,
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opens at the stair-foot.'*' Some years ago a wide
gateway was forced through the main block; more
recently a gablet of the staircase has been taken down.
A few yards farther N. is a fragment of the outer
wall of the 16th-century Deanery of Restalrig.t
The front, which to-day forms the W. boundary of
the Scottish Milk Marketing Board's premises, was
originally a simpler version of Mar's Wark in Stirling.
Coarsely built in rubble, it has two piers projecting
on each side of an opening which has probably
always been an entrance. The tops of the piers
are set out on corbelling. On their N. side can be
traced a large built-up window, as well as a high
and wide ' doorway, with an unusually slender lintel,
which has only recently been filled in. There is
some reason to believe that the room inside was
once vaulted.
The buildings of the Church Hall, which lie S.
of the structure first mentioned, have recently been
contrived from the remains of a row of old cottages,
the lower parts of the front wall being left intact
apart from the closing-up of the openings.

234. Hawkhill House, Lochend Road.-In
1757 Lord Alemoor built this house on the N.E.
outskirts of the capital. It is illustrated on Plate 123
of Vitruvius Scoticus, the name of John Adam,
eldest son of William Adam, being given as the
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233. Lochend House, Lochend Road South.
-The old home of the Logans of Restalrig stood on
a rocky knoll beside the road to Leith and overlooking
Lochend Loch. It was this circumstance that led
to its partial destruction towards the close of the
16th century, as the owner refused to allow public
passage through his grounds and Provost Little of
Edinburgh accordingly cast the tower down with
the tacit consent of King James. l All that is left
is a much-altered rubble-built fragment attached to
the W. side of a modern house. This older part
has had two storeys, the lower of which was once
vaulted. The only surviving features of interest are
a large kitchen-fireplace, within an external projection, and a small chamber-fireplace, both
apparently of the 16th century.
DOVECOT.-A circular 16th-century dovecot with
one string-course stands on Logan's Lea at the
N. end of Lochend Loch. The original entrance,
which is now built up, faced E. A window can be
traced above the string-course, but the birds entered
through a circular opening in the roof. The nests
were of stone. The fabric has been considerably
altered, it is said for use as a kiln for disinfection
during the plague of 1645; the top, for example,
has been heightened with a collar of masonry,
while a large entrance has been broken out through
the S. side.
1 Journals of Sir John Lauder, Lord Fountainhall,
S.H.S., p. 187.

architect. By no means impressive in appearance,
on examination it proves to have been built upon a
remarkably able plan, and on that account alone
would merit a place in this Inventory. Oblong in
shape, it is constructed of rubble and has a curb
roof. The fa~ade faces S.W.; it will be convenient,
however, to refer to this side as the S. front. To
S. and W. the building rises above a sunk area;
on the E. a small courtyard, which contained a
draw-well, has been roofed in and now forms an
annexe; only on the N. is the site open. From this
last side accordingly the surface drainage has been
carried in an easterly direction, and the deep, built

• One of the stair-landings inside was a re-used gravestone, but this memorial has recently been returned to the
churchyard near by.
t In 1630 Captain Ludovic Fowler was served heir to
his father, Master William Fowler, " in that great house

the Dean's house" together with "the orchards and
gardens and the chamber hous called the Priests ' chambers
adjacent to the same." This entry in the Register of
Service of Heirs, Edinburgh, shows that the prebendaries'
manses stood beside the Deanery.
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FIG. 431.-Hawkhill House (No. 234), after Adam,
Vitruvius Scoticus, PI. 123.
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drain has given rise to a fable that a secret passage
runs from the house to the sea.
The central part of the S. front is advanced and is
surmounted by a triangular pediment. At this
side of the house there are three storeys, a basement,
a ground floor and an upper floor; but on the N.
side there are only two, as the ground-floor rooms
rise through two storeys and there is only the roofspace above them. The outer walls are set back
above the basement floor. A moulded eaves-course
returns at the level · of the wall-heads. The front
windows have moulded architraves; those at the
back and sides have dressed margins. The five
first-floor windows at the back of the house have
architraves and cornices, both moulded.
The
original window-sashes, said to be of oak, have
heavy astragals. The lighter sashes of the upperfloor windows are modern. The entrance, which is
approached from a flight of steps and is now
hidden by a glazed porch, takes the form of an
Ionic door-piece with side-lights. This opens into a
spacious hall in the centre of the house, octagonal
in shape and having a doorway in every side. The
doorway on the left of the entrance admits to a
newel-stair, the only stair in the house; that to the
right opens to a cloakroom. The E. doorway gives
entry to a room at the S.E. corner of the house,
originally a bedroom and now used as an office.
Lit by a single window facing S., it has on the N.
a plain wooden mantelpiece enclosing a marble
slip but otherwise is featureless. The W. doorway
of the hall opens into a second bedroom, at the
S.W. corner. At the entrance an arched recess
reduces the size of the room in order to give sufficient
space to the staircase on one side and to the diningroom entrance on the other. On the S. is a window,
and on the N. a modern mantelpiece. The N.E.
doorway of the hall opens on a service lift, which
presumably occupies a remodelled powder-closet.
Those to the N.W. and N. admit to the two principal
rooms, the dining-room at the N.W. corner and the
drawing-room at the corner to the N.E. These
rooms, which lie en suite, are lofty (supra), admirably
proportioned and elegantly finished. The diningroom, lit by two windows facing N. and a third
facing W., has a particularly good enriched ceiling.
The walls have a dado rail and an enriched cornice.
The mantelpiece is modern. The drawing-room,
now used as a stock-room, has three windows facing
N. and one E. On the S. is a mantelpiece of marble,
at present hidden by storage racks. There is one
doorway on the W., to communicate with the
dining-room, and two on the S., one of them being
the entrance from the hall, while the other has
apparently communicated with the N.E. bedroom.
Above the dado rail the walls of the drawing-room
are enriched with a series of landscape paintings in
oil on canvas, inset in oval and rectangular frames
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with enriched mouldings in plaster. As they are
employed here, these paintings are unique in Edinburgh. Unfortunately they are in bad condition
and most of them are hidden by storage racks.
Above them comes an enriched cornice, and the
ceiling is also enriched. The conventional painted
qecoration on walls and ceiling is not original.
The newel-stair at the S.W. corner of the hall
descends to meet a short straight flight of steps
which debouches into a central passage running
from the front to the back of the basement. On
the E. side of the passage are five compartments
and on the W. side three. Of these the principal
one is the kitchen, situated at the S.E. corner.
The kitchen is vaulted and is lit by two windows
facing E. On the W., flanking a comparatively
modern range, are a hot-plate and an ·oven, of some
age but unlikely to be original. At the N.E. corner
a doorway opens into a pantry which has a stone
sink below the single window. The remainder of the
accommodation on the basement floor includes
two bedrooms, a wine cellar and store-rooms.
The stair ascends from the hall to the upper floor
and at the stair-head there is a nicely turned balustrade. At this level there are three rooms, all on the
S. side of the house as the dining-room and drawingroom both rise through two storeys. The central
room, situated over the hall below, has its N. end
shut off as a passage and the remainder has become
a bathroom. On each side of it is a bedroom with
a coved ceiling and a single window facing S. The
mantelpieces on the N. are of wood and the E. one
is modern.

(iii) MISCELLANEOUS
235. Carved Stones, St. Thomas' Church
Hall, Sheriffbrae.-In 1932 two dormer-pediments
from Sheriffbrae House were built into the inner side
of the W. wall of St. Thomas' Church Hall. The
one to the left, triangular but for curved lateral
projections, has a crescent for a finial and bears the
initials I L and M C for John Logan and his wife
Mary Cave, followed by the date 24 Dec. 1636.
That to the right, a broken-segmental pediment
with a fleur-de-lys as finial, has the date 1636
carved at the top, and beneath this a shield flanked
by the initials I L and charged: Three passionnails, their points piercing a man's heart, for Logan.
The original house of Sheriffbrae was built about
1504 by Sir James Logan of Craighouse, who
became Sheriff of Edinburgh; but, as surviving
sketches depict a structure of a much later period
than this, it is probable that the original house was
largely demolished and rebuilt in the year given
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above. The later house, which was pulled down
in 1840 to make way for St. Thomas' Church, was
an oblong building of harled rubble, two storeys,
an attic and a garret in height. The fas:ade contained
three doorways and two small windows on the
ground floor; the first and attic floors each had
five windows, while the garret was lit by three
storm-windows. Cf. Logan, The History of the
Logans, p. 45.
236. Carved Stone, Corporation Buildings,
Giles Street.-Above the entrance to the Corporation Buildings there has been placed a lintel from
the stair entrance of a house which stood on Sheriffbrae. It is inscribed I H BLESSED BE GOD IN ALL HIS
GlFTIS 1629 K G. I H may stand for John Hart.
237. Carved Stones, 18 St. Andrew Street.
-Two inscribed lintels, which came from a house in
St. Andrew Street, have been built into a lobby in
Messrs. J. & G. Thomson's premises. One inscription reads FEAR THE LORD 1688, and the other THE
FEIR OF THE LORD IS THE BEGINNING OF AL VISDOME.
238. Carved Stone, 107 Giles Street.-In the
window of this warehouse is exhibited the corner
stone of the" Big Sixes," a tenement which stood
until 1929 in Cable Wynd. On the stone is a small
recessed panel, in which are carved in relief two
baker's peels in saltire conjoined with a broom in
pale. The date 1729 is set out on either side of the
handle and head of the broom.
239. Carved Stones, Trinity House, Kirkgate.-Trinity Hospital, which stood at the corner
of the Kirkgate and Giles Street, was demolished
in 1816 to make way for Trinity House. In the
modern building the following details have been
inserted for preservation.
.
(1) A panel built into the side wall, inscribed IN
THE NAME OF THE / LORD VE MASTERIS / AND MARENERIS
BYL(D)IS / THIS HOVS TO YE POVR / ANNO DOMINI 1555.
This is the oldest inscribed stone in Leith.
(2) A 17th-century door-pediment, built into the
N.W. wall, bears the inscription PERVIA VIRTVTI
SYDERA TERRA MARE (" Courage makes its way
through heaven, earth and sea "), accompanied by
representations of the navigating instruments of the
time, together with an anchor and two globes.
(3) A second pediment, obviously recut and
probably to be referred to the 17th century although
bearing the date 1570, is inserted above the entrance
to the courtyard from Giles Street. It displays a
heart charged with an anchor. Another stone
immediately below it bears the following quotation
from the Psalms: THEY THAT GOE DOWN TO THE
SEA IN SHIPPES, THAT DOE BUSINESS IN THE GREAT
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WATERS, THESE SEE THE WORKS OF THE LORD AND HIS
WONDERS IN THE DEEP. PSALM 107, VERSES 23 AND 24.
240. Carved Stone, 24A Morton's Entry.Above the entrance to 24A Morton's Entry, a courtyard on the E. side of the Kirkgate, there has been
inserted an ogival window-head which may be
referred to the end of the 16th or the first half of the
17th century. It may have come either from St.
Mary's Church (No. 217) or from Balmerino House,
described under No. 224.
241. Carved Stone, Tolbooth Wynd.-Above
the entrance to a pend at the S. end of Tolbooth
Wynd is inserted a panel (Fig. 29) representing the
import of wine. It bears the initials C R in monogram and the date 1678. In the lower left-hand
corner is a two-masted carvel-built vessel fitted with
lee-boards, one of which is ornamented with a
dragon, possibly intended to represent the ship's
name; the single deck-hand is shown trimming the
boom. The flag on the mainmast bears St. Andrew's
Cross, but the flag and pennon flown from the
foremast are uncharged. In the lower right-hand
corner is a warehouse behind which is a crane
swinging casks ashore; the motive power is supplied
by a youth working a tread-mill while a man outside
assists him. In the upper left-hand corner are two
wine-porters bearing a cask slung from a pole in
the fashion called "sting and ling," from which
the wine-porters became known as " sting-men."
242. Carved Stone, John's Place.-Above
the entrance to St. James's Church Hall, John's
Place, has been inserted a lintel removed in the first
instance from a house in Chapel Lane. In a small
panel at the left-hand side there are two sets of
initials, T F and A M. A larger panel to the right
contains the main inscription in a couplet:
THAY ARE WELCVM HEIR
THAT / GOD DOIS LOVE AND FEIR
159°·
243. Carved Stones, 73 Restalrig Road.-A
small collection of carved stones from old houses
in Edinburgh has been set up in the back garden at
this address.
It comprises a panel carved in relief
with the Honours of Scotland and the initials
C(arolus) R(ex) 11 above them; a triangular doorpediment with the date 1674 incised on the
tympanum ; two sections of a moulded architrave,
either from a window or from a panel; and a doorlintel on which is incised a panel containing the
legend GOD SAVE THE KING 167[4?].
.
244. Carved Stone, 14 Graham Street.The pediment of a dormer-window in the modern
tenement that forms the E. corner of Graham Street
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and West Bowling-Green Street contains a weatherworn armorial panel. The panel was formerly set
above the entrance to Bonnington House, which
stood on this site until 1891. The shield is enclosed
by helm and mantling and has for crest a ship in
full sail, surmounted by a label bearing the motto
CAVTE ET SEDVLO (" Cautiously and diligently")
over all j it is charged: On a chevron, between
three fleurs-de-lys, a bezant, for Broun. The arms
are presumably those of Thomas Broun, who
remodelled the front of Bonnington House in 1717.
On the lands of Bonnington see O.E.C., xix, p. 168.

245. Carved Stones, Newhaven Post-office.
-When the post-office in Main Street was built in
1914 two carved panels, taken from the cottage
that had previously occupied the site, were inserted
for preservation in the front of the new building.
The upper panel has a thistle slip at the top, with a
label below inscribed NEMO ME IMPUNI (sic) LACESSET.
Another motto, at the foot, runs IN THE NEAM OF /
GOD. In the centre is a ship, fore-and-aft rigged,
with flags on all three masts displaying St. Andrew's
Cross, above which is carved the date 1588. The
lower panel is framed by a 17th-century moulding
and exhibits two globes in the lower part and a
cross-staff, anchor, and sextant in the upper one.
The motto of the Trinity House (No. 239) PER(VIA)
VERTVTI SYDERA TERRA MARE appears, recut,· upon
the lower margin of the frame. Newhaven was
Trinity House property.
246. Effigy, 6 Commercial Street.-As an
example, though a late one, of the carved shopsigns that were once so common there may be
mentioned the figure of a naval officer holding a
sextant that stands on the cornice above an optician's
shop at this address (Fig. 427). About half life-size,
the figure is clad in Georgian costume-buff smallclothes and hose, blue cut-away coat and waistcoat,
both heavily laced, and a blue cocked hat. It wears
a sword and epaulettes, and the cuffs of the coat
carry four gold bands.
247. Siege Works, Leith Links.-On the S.
side of Leith Links are two large mounds about 250
yds. apart, known resectively as the" Giant's Brae "
and "Lady Fife's Brae." The latter name refers
to the Countess of Fife, who lived in Hermitage
House immediately S. of this mound. 1 They are
in reality the remains of two gun positions, Somerset's
battery and Pelham's battery, set up in 1560, during
the siege of Leith, by the English troops supporting
the Congregation against the Queen Regent, Marie de
Guise-Lorraine. Cf. Calendar of State Papers, i, p. 400.
1 Russell, The Story of Leith, p. 279.
,. That an error was made in recutting
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(iv) SITES
(Notes on some vanished buildings contributed by Mr. C. A. Malcolm, M.A., Ph.D.)

248. Chapel of St. Nicholas, North Leith.As the parish church of the early fishing-community
of North Leith was the distant Abbey Church of
Holyrood, or, before 1128, St. Cuthbert's Church
below the Castle Rock, the Chapel of St. Nicholas,
a tutelary saint of mariners, was no doubt built to
serve as a chapel-of-ease. It was deserted in 1560,
and by 1569 was ruinous. In the latter year the
bailies of the Canongate gave the chapel, with its
surrounding land, in perpetual feu to the people of
North L.eith, who were then in need of a church j
and the revenue drawn from its site continued to be
enjoyed by the church of St. Ninian (No. 218)
even after 1650, when the site became part of Monk's
Citadel (No. 230).
249. The King's Wark, The Shore.-This, in
its day the largest and most impressive of the public
buildings of Leith, stood on The Shore, facing the
harbour, on a site extending from the modern
Bernard Street to Broad Wynd. Designed to serve
as a royal residence, a store-house, and an armoury,
it was begun by James I in 1434,1 but was not
completed until about 1500. Nothing is known of
its original aspect except that it was flanked on the
E. by a tower containing a cellar, a hall, and three
chambers, and on the W. by an arch with a house
above it. Before 1538 the Wark was occupied by
James V and his officers,2 and in 1537 its" foreloft" was in use for the storage of wool. 3 In 1544
it was damaged by Hertford's troops j but the
tower evidently survived as, in the following year,
this was given by the Queen-Regent to the baron
of Restalrig for use as a tolbooth. 4
The records of the tenure of the King's Wark
during the succeeding century are confusing, and it is
possible that, as the structure evidently contained a
number of separate tenements, some of these were
retained by the Crown and others were granted
concurrently to private persons. At any rate,
although no reversion of her mother's grant is on
record, we find Mary, Queen of Scots, granting
the Wark in feu-ferm in 1564 to John Chisholm,
her Controller of Artillery-ostensibly as a reward
for good service but perhaps really in the hope
that he would repair the damaged buildings. 5 In
making this grant the queen stipulated that a cellar
stored with wine and provisions should be reserved
for her use. Again, in 1590 the Wark was occupied
for some days by J ames VI and his bride on their
arrival in Leith from Denmark, 6 although it is only
in 1593 that its reversion to the Crown is recorded. 7

appears from No.
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In 1606 the king gave the Wark to one of his Gentlemen of the Bedchamber, Bernard Lindsay, 8 but it
appears that Lindsay had already acquired some
part of the property from Chisholm, the beneficiary
of Queen Mary's grant. 9
Lindsay, whose Christian name has been perpetuated in the modern Bernard Street, conceived the
idea of making the Wark the chief ornament of
Leith, a monument that would attract the notice
of all who entered the harbour; and to this end he
constructed an arched piazza on pillars of polished
stone and furnished it with stone seats for the
convenience of native and foreign merchants who
might wish to use it as an exchange. As a recompense
for his expenditure the king granted him the proceeds of an impost of £4 per tun charged on all
wine brought into or taken out of the vaults of the
Wark. 10 Lindsay in due course enlarged the extent
of his property, by encroachment as well as by
purchase, and constructed a tennis-court where the
king and his courtiers played during a visit paid
to Leith in 1617.11 His diligence was rewarded in
1623 by the erection of the King's Wark into a free
bailiary, of which he was the hereditary bailie, and
by its consequent exemption from the jurisdiction
of the burgh magistrates. 12
In 1647 the tower, the tennis court, and three
tenements, having in the meanwhile changed hands
more than once, were conveyed to the magistrates of
Edinburgh; 13 while another of the tenements
likewise came into their possession in the course
of the 18th century. The tennis court was turned
into a weigh-house in 1649, and by 1752 had undergone further extensive reconstruction. 14
1 Exch. Rolls, iv, p. 578. 2 Exch. Rolls, xvii, pp.
17°,283. 3 Ibid., p. 741, footnote. 4 Reg. Mag. Sig.,
1513-1546, No. 3088. 5 Ibid., 1546-1580, No. 1558.
6 Robertson, Sculptured Stones of Leith, p. 67, and
Calderwood, The True History of the Church of
Scotland, p. 255 . 7 Acts ParI. Scot., iv. p. 28, No. 32.
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8 Ibid., p. 315, No. 57.
9 Reg. Mag. Sig., 1620-1633,
No. 454. 10 Reg. Mag. Sig., 1609-1620, No. 668.
11 Reg. Mag. Sig., 1620-1633, No. 454.
12 Ibid.
13 Reg. Mag. Sig., 1634-1651, No. 1775; B.R.,
1642-1655, p. 119. 14 Maitland, History, p. 496.

250. The" Council House," Coalhill.-This
16th-century mansion stood, until 1889, on the
CoalhilI. It was four storeys in height, and possessed
two gables fronting on The Shore and two orielwindows supported by corbels. Robertson1 considered its architecture to be superior to that of
Lady Stair's House (No. IS). The house was
traditionally held to have been the headquarters of
the Government's forces in 1570-3; and also the
meeting-place of the Councils of the successive
Regents-Lennox, Mar, and Morton. The sole
support for the latter tradition was the presence
of a rose and a thistle carved on one of the walls,
but this combination became common after the
accession of James VI to the English throne.
1 The Sculptured Stones of Leith, p. 60.
251. The Tolbooth of Leith.-Leith has been
served at different periods by four Tolbooths. The
first of these, which stood in Restalrig, was
destroyed by the English in 1544. The second
consisted of a small tower at the E. end of the
King's Wark together with the first floor of the
house adjoining the tower on the W. These
premises were granted to the Baron of Restalrig
by Marie de Guise-Lorraine, l apparently as a
makeshift to meet the immediate needs of the
time. The construction of the third Tolbooth
was authorised in 1563;2 it was completed two
years later 3 , in Tolbooth Wynd, and it was demolished
in 1823. The fourth was built in 1825.4
1 Reg. Mag. Sig., 1513-1546, No. 3088. 2 B .R.,
1557-1571, pp. 180 f. 3 Robertson, Sculptured
Stones of Leith, pp. 54, 119, and pI. In. 4 Robertson,
The Bailies of Leith, pp. 201 f.

APPENDICES
ApPENDIX A-BELLS

During the later Middle Ages, when church bells
increased both in number and in size, it was the
practice in England to arrange them so that their
notes formed part of a scale. Latterly it became
usual to hang them in a special frame, with apparatus
which enabled them to be swung round and even
to rest mouth upwards. In Scotland, however, as
on the Continent, bells were merely hung from a
staging which afforded them only a limited movement,

and they were either tolled singly or rung together,
haphazard. But when the Continental carillon had
reached its full development, at a date, that is to
say, after the Reformation had taken place in
Scotland, it was copied in a few of the larger Scottish
towns. 1 Edinburgh, for example, acquired a set of
twenty-three "music-bells," made in the city in
1698 by John Meikle, a well-known local founder;
these bells were hung " dead" and were struck by
hammers that were operated by wires attached to
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keys or to levers. Of this set, only four individual
bells have survived, and these are now preserved in
Lady Stair's House (No. IS), q.v.
Neither Robert Borthwick, "Master-Meltar to
King James V," who cast cannon and bells in his
foundry in Edinburgh Castle, nor George Hog,
whose foundry in the Potterrow flourished at the
beginning of the 17th century, has left anything in
the Capital that can be identified as his work. From
the Burgerhuys works at Middleburg, in Holland,
which supplied so much to Scotland, came three
bells, two of 1608 by Jan Burgerhuys (pp. 136, 174)
and the third of 1632 by Michael, probably his
son (cf. No. 6). The bell of Trinity College Church
(No. 4 ) was recast by Robert Hog in 1639 at StirJing.
Heriot's Hospital possesses two Edinburgh bells,
the larger one founded by John Meikle in 1701 and
the smaller one by Thomas Henderson in 1755
(p. 114). The bell made for the church of North
Leith (No. 218) in 1738 by David Hodge may also be
an Edinburgh product.
The only medireval bell extant in the city is the
fine vesper-bell of St. Giles' (p. 33).
This bears
the date 1453, but its provenance is unknown.
Its companion, the great bell of 1460, was recast
in 1846.
1 P.S.A.S., xlvii (1912-3), pp. 61-2.

ApPENDIX B-CEREMONIAL INSIGNIA
The maces of the City, of the College of Justice
and of the University are fully described in the
Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland,
vol. xxvi (1891-2), pp. 440 if., from which account
the following particulars have been taken.
The mace of the City is of silver, gilded all over,
and bears the date 1617 as well as the name-punch
of George Robertson, an Edinburgh goldsmith.
Constructed in several parts, with a silver tube
as a core for the baluster-shaped shaft, it measures
3 ft. 2 in. in length and weighs 142 oz. 4 dwt. The
hemispherical head, closed by a plate bearing the
arms of James VI, exhibits the initials of I(acobus)
R( ex) and the castle of the City arms. It is surmounted by an Imperial crown enclosing a thistle.
Its companion-piece is a sword mounted in silver
gilt, which was presented to the City by Charles I.
This measures 4 ft. I t in. in length, the blade being
3 ft. long. The part nearest the hilt is enriched on
both sides with an etched pattern, partly filled in
with gold, and also bears a thistle and the date 1627.
The hand-grip, evidently an addition by a Scottish
craftsman, is decorated on one side with a unicorn
rampant in relief between a thistle and a harp,
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and on the other with a lion rampant between a
rose and a fleur-de-lys, each of the flat edges bearing
~ castle with thistles above and below. The pommel
IS decorated at each side with a winged armless
female figure, in addition to figures of Fame and
Glory on the back and front respectively. The
scabbard is of wood, covered with crimson velvet
and ·mounted with seven silver-gilt mounts, those
at the mouth and the tip being of Scottish manufacture; the former bears a coronation medal of
King Charles I on one side and a castle on the other
while the latter is decorated with scroll and figur~
ornaments. Additions apart, the sword was probably
mounted in London.
In the year 1640 the University possessed a mac~,
which was occasionally lent to other bodies until
1787, when it was stolen-according to rumour by
a member of the Town Council, the notorious
Deacon Brodie, who was executed in the same
year for another theft. The matter was hushed up
as the Town Council presented the Senatus with
a new mace made by WiIIiam Davie, an Edinburgh
goldsmith, which was delivered in time to be used
at the laying of the foundation stone of the new
University buildings in 1789. Made of silver upon
an iron core, this mace measures 2 ft. 3£ in. in length
and weighs 33 oz. 6 dwt. exclusive of the core.
The shaft is baluster-shaped and is divided by a
moulded mid-band.
The bell-shaped head is
divided into four compartments bearing, respectively, (i) the arms of the City; (ii) the arms of the
University, which were first granted at this time,
namely: Argent, on a saltire Azure between a
thistle in chief proper and a castle on a rock in
base Sable, a book expanded Or; (iii) a Scottish
thistle surmounted by an Imperial crown, the whole
flanked by the initials I(acobus) R(ex) VI, the
founder of the University; and (iv) the inscription
NOVA HAC CLAVA ARGENTEA ACADEMIAM SUAM DONAVIT
SENATUS EDINBURGENSIS CONSULE THO. ELDER PRAETORE
ACADEMICO GUL. CREECH A.D. 1789 (" The Town
Council of Edinburgh presented its Academy with
this new silver mace in 1789, when Thomas Elder
was Lord Provost and William Creech College
Bailie "). The head, closed by a plate bearing the
arms of James VI, is surmounted by an arched
crown, with the orb and cross.
The mace of the Lord President, which is also
known as the" Old Exchequer Mace," is probably
the one that was used by the Lord High Treasurer
of Scotland.* It bears a strong resemblance to the
mace used in the House of Commons. Made of
silver and gilded all over, it bears the London hallmark of 1667, and the maker's initials, T H, separated
by an anchor, on an escutcheon. Its length over
all is 4 ft. 7~ in. and its weight 232 oz. 8 dwt. From

• On the so-called Lord High Treasurer's mace, now preserved with the Regalia in the Castle, see p. 24 and footnote.
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a bell-shaped base with a pendant the richlydecorated shaft rises to a central knop, and from
there to a necking, above which four scrolled brackets,
enriched with terminal figures, spring to support
the head. The bowl-shaped head, entirely covered
with repousse work, is divided by terminal figures
into four arched compartments. These compartments contain respectively a thistle, a rose, a fleurde-Iys and a harp, each surmounted by an Imperial
crown and flanked by the initials C(arolus) R(ex).
At the foot of the bowl is soldered an ornament
composed of four thistles, while the head is closed
by a medallion bearing the Royal Arms and supporters within the Garter. The bowl in its turn is
surmounted by an Imperial crown with eight
arches supporting the orb and cross.·
The mace of the High Court of Justiciary is of
iron. The plain staff is divided by two moulded
bands and is enriched below the head with scrollshaped brackets. The head, which is gilded, is
cylindrical, and is pierced to display a pattern of
three thistles. It is surmounted by a crown with
six beaded arches.
Five silver maces are used by the Court of Session.
The one which seems to be the oldest, but which is
undated, is made of silver; it is 27 in. long, and
weighs 38 oz. 18 dwt. The shaft, which is divided
by one large and two small moulded bands, rises
from a bell-shaped pendant to a necking, above
which three scrolled brackets rise to support the
head. The head, which is bell-shaped, is enriched
with the thistle, rose, fleur-de-lys and harp, all

• Cf. also P.S.A.S., Ixxviii (1943-4), pp. 126-8, where

[APPENDICES

made separately in silver and gilded over, and
secured by nuts and screws. It is closed by a flat
plate, to which is attached by nut and screw a
shield bearing the Royal Arms, as used from 1603
to 1688, enamelled in blue. It is surmounted by a
crown with orb and cross. This mace seems to
have provided the model from which the other four
were copied.
The second is 25 in. long and weighs 37 oz. IS dwt.
It bears the Edinburgh hall-mark, the name-punch
of its maker, Edward Cleghorn, and the punchmark of Andrew Burrell, who was deacon of the
Incorporation of Goldsmiths in 1653-4 and 1659-61.
The Royal Arms and the initials of Charles 11 occur
on the head. The initials F G, which are engraved
on a silver plate soldered to the end of the shaft,
are probably those of one of the macers.
The third measures 251 in. in length and weighs
44 oz. 6 dwt. It bears the Edinburgh hall-mark
for the year 1704-5 and the punch-mark of Alexander
Kincaid, the maker. The Royal Arms and the
initials of Queen Anne appear on the head.
The fourth measures 251 in. in length and weighs
38 oz. IS dwt. It bears for a hall-mark the initials
W S and a thistle twice repeated. On the head
are the initials of George 11, and the date 1760.
The fifth measures 271 in. in length and weighs

50 oz. 7 dwt. It bears the Edinburgh hall-mark
for the year 1815. On the head are the arms and
initials of George Ill, surmounted by a crown
and the date 1815.

reasons are given for reading the maker's initials as J W,
for John Wendouer.

ARMORIAL
Aikenhead.-Three laurel leaves, two and one (p. 70).
Albany {Robert, Duke of).-Quarterly, 1St and 4th, a fess checky and a label of five points; 2nd and 3rd,
a lion rampant (p. 3 I).
Archibald.-On a bend, a crescent between two mullets (p. 215).
Arran.-Quarterly, 1St and 4th, a galley; 2nd and 3rd, three cinquefoils (p. 143).
Armourers' Incorporation.-Argent, on a chevron Gules, a gauntlet between two swords points upwards of
the first, and on a chief a roundel Azure charged with a saltire Or between two helmets of the last (p. 43).
Arnot.-A chevron between three stars (p. 242).
Bakster {or Hamilton ?).-A ship, in chief three cinquefoils (p. 142).
Balfour.-An otter's head erased (p. 67).
Bannatyne.-A Passion cross between four stars (p. 58).
Barron.-On a chevron voided between three martlets, a mullet for difference. The charge in base has been
defaced and replaced by an incised cross (p. 124).
Beaton.-Quarterly, 1St and 4th, a fess between three mascles; 2nd and 3rd, on a chevron an otter's head
erased (p. 215).
Belhaven, Viscount.-See Douglas.
Bell.-A fess between two bells in chief and, in base, a hand grasping a dagger (p. 142).
Bellenden.-A cross cantoned with four mullets, a crescent for difference (pp. 86, 242).
Bethune of Longhermiston impaling Kennedy- Dexter, quarterly, 1St and 4th, a fess checky between three
mascles within a bordure indented, 2nd and 3rd, on a chevron an otter's head erased; sinister, quarterly,
1St and 4th, a chevron between three cross-crosslets, 2nd and 3rd, a lion rampant within a tressure
.
flory (p. 50).
Blackhall.-A hand issuing out of the dexter flank, thereon a falcon perching and hooded, on a chief, three
mullets (p. 37).
Blacksmiths' Incorporation.-Azure, on a chevron between three hammers, each ensigned with an open
crown Or of the first, as many horse-shoes Sable (p. 43).
Bonnetmakers' and Dyers' Incorporation.-Per pale, dexter, three bonnets, two and one; sinister, two
chevrons in pile, each surcharged with a cushion (p. 246).
Bothwell {Bishop).-On a chevron, between three trefoils slipped, a star (p. 137).
Brodie impaling Brodie {?).-Dexter, a chief (?); sinister, a chevron between three mullets (p. 56).
Broun.- On a chevron, between three fleurs-de-lys, a bezant (pp. 242, 266).
Brown.-A chevron between three fleurs-de-lys (p. 124).
Bruce.-A saltire and chief (p. 86).
Bruce of Binning.-A ·saltire and chief, in base a unicorn's head erased (p. 243).
Bruce of Clackmannan impaling Preston.-Dexter, a saltire and chief, the last charged with a mullet; sinister,
three unicorns' heads erased (p. 243).
Burnet of Craigmyle.-Quarterly, 1St and 4th, three holly leaves in chief, a hunting-horn stringed and
garnished in base; 2nd and 3rd, two garbs in chief, a crescent (p. 79).
Byres.-A chevron between three martlets (p. 61).
Campbell of Argyll {?).-Quarterly, 1St, on a rock a tower embattled; 2nd, gyronny of eight, Or and Sable ;
3rd, a galley with sails furled up and oars in action; 4th, a fret (p. 245).
Canongate, Burgh of.-A stag's head erased with a cross between the tines (pp. 154, 173).
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Cant impaling Creich.- Dexter, a bend between a sun and moon in chief and a mullet in base; sinister,
two barrulets between nine martlets, three, three and three (p. 173)'
Chalmers.-A lion rampant issuing out of a fess, in base a fleur-de-lys, a bordure (p. 63).
Chepman.-A saItire engrailed, and in chief a boa;'s head erased (p. 33).
Colville.-See Lindsay.
Cor.-Quarterly, 1st and 4th, a heart; 2nd and 3rd, a rose (p. 86).
Craft Apprentices.-Barry of four, Sable and Argent, a saItire of the last; on an inescutcheon a tripletowered castle Sable with fans flying, situate on a rock (p. 246).
Cranstoun.- Three cranes gorged with a collar (p. 32).
Crawford (Abbot) .-On a fess ermine two incised crosses, a star in dexter chief (p. 134).
Crawford (Abbot) .-A fess ermine with a star of five points in chief surmounted by a mitre resting on a cross
and saltire crossletted (p. 132).
Creich.-See Cant.
Cunningham.- A shakefork (p. 64).
Cunningham of Enterkin impaling Paton.-Dexter, a shakefork within a bordure charged with eight billets;
sinister, a fleur-de-lys between three crescents, two and one (p. 64).
Cutlers' Incorporation.-Gules, three pairs of daggers in saltire proper pommelled Or (p. 43).
Dauphin (Francis, son of Henry II of France) .-Quarterly, 1st and 4th, three fleurs-de-lys; 2nd and 3rd,
a dolphin imbowed, with the initials F D (p. 151).
Davidson.-Two bars in fess between two mullets and a lily in chief, a mullet in base (p. 80).
Denniston.-A bend between a unicorn's head erased in chief and a cross-crosslet in base (pp. 49, 50).
Dick.-See Nisbet of Dean.
Dickison (?).-A war-wolf passant gardant, on a chief a crescent between two mullets (p. 227).
Dods.- Three bars, on each three mullets (p. II9).
Douglas impaling (?)- Dexter, a heart, on a chief three muIIets; 'linister, on a fess three roundeIs, a lion's
head erased in chief (p. 56).
Douglas (4th Earl of).-Quarterly, 1st, a man's heart and a chief; 2nd, a lion rampant; 3rd, three stars,
two and one ; 4th, a saltire and chief (p. 3 I).
Douglas (Viscount Belhaven). -A martlet between two stars in chief, a heart crowned imperially within a
double tressure flory-counter-flory (p. 139).
.
Dudley.-See Home.
Edinburgh (Burgh of ).-Argent, a castle triple-towered and embattled Sable, masoned of the first, the towers
topped with three fans Gules, windows and portcullis shut of the last (p. 44, and frequently elsewhere).
Edinburgh University.- Argent, on a saltire Azure between a thistle in chief proper and a castle on a rock
in base Sable, a book expanded Or (p. 268).
Erskine.- A pale, charged with a cross-crosslet for difference, within a crescent (p. 143).
Falconer (obliterated).- A falcon's head crowned with an open crown, issuing out of a man's heart, between
three stars (p. 70).
Fenton of that Ilk .-A bend engrailed, a mullet in sinister chief (p. 32).
Fisher (?).-See RusseII.
Fleshers' Incorporation. -Two pole-axes in saltire, cantoned in flanks and base with three cows' heads, on a
chief a boar's head couped between two garbs (p. 246).
Forrester.- Three hunting-horns, two and one (p. 253).
Forrester.- On a fess between three hunting-horns, a hound's head erased (p. 67).
Forrester (2nd Baron).- Quarterly, 1st and 4th, paly of six; 2nd and 3rd, three hunting-horns; over all on
an escutcheon of pretence, nine stars (p. 243).
Foulis of Ravelston.- Three bay-leaves, two and one (p. 58).
France. - Three fleurs-de-lys (p. 32).
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Gibson.-Three keys fess-wise in pale, wards downwards, a merchant's mark in base (p. 49).
Gibson.-See McCulloch of Pilton.
Govan.-Three stars in chief, a cross, two swords in saltire (p. 62).
Graham impaling Gray.-Dexter, quarterly, 1st and 4th, on a chief three escallops, 2nd and 3rd, a chevron
in chief and a fess cheeky ; sinister, within a bordure engrailed, a lion rampant, a cross in base (p. 62).
Graham.-See Primrose.
Graham of Hilton impaling Stewart.-Dexter, a crescent, on a chief three escallops; sinister, a fess cheeky,
a fleur-de-lys in chief (p. 138).
Gray.-See Graham.
Gray.-Within an engrailed bordure, a lion rampant (p. 80).
Gray of Pit!endrum impaling Smith of Grothill.-Dexter, a lion rampant; sinister, a saltire with a crescent
for difference (p. 78).
Gueldres.-See Scotland (James II).
Guild.-A chevron between three gillyflowers (p. 142).
Guise-Lorraine (Queen Marie of).-Quarterly, 1st, barry of eight, Argent and Gules, for Hungary; 2nd, the
fleurs-de-lys of France, ancient, for Anjou-Sicily; 3rd, Argent, a cross-crosslet Or, for Jerusalem;
4th, Or, four pallets Gules, for Aragon; 5th, the fleurs-de-lys of France, ancient, within a bordure
Gules, for Anjou; 6th, Azure, a lion rampant, contournee, Or, crowned, armed and langued Gules,
for Gueldres; 7th, Or, a lion rampant Sable, crowned, armed and langued Gules, for Flanders; 8th,
Azure, semee of cross-crosslets fitchy, two barbels adossee Or, for Bar. Over all, on an escutcheon of
pretence Or, a bend Gules charged with three eaglets for Lorraine (pp. 43, 146, 151, 251).
Halkerston.-Three hawks' heads erased (p. 32).
Hamilton (probably 2nd Duke of).-See Arran.
Hammermen's lncorporation.-A hammer, the shield being ensigned with a crown (p. 246).
Harlay.-A saltire cantoned with four cinquefoils (p. 49).
Hay of Easter Kennet.-Three escutcheons (p. 141).
Hay of Murnsyde.-See Parley.
Henryson impaling Swinton.-Dexter, three piles issuing out of the dexter side, on a chief a crescent between
two spots of ermine, a cinquefoil for difference; sinister, a chevron between three boars' heads erased
(p. 59)·
Hepburn (Patrick, Lord Hailes).-Quarterly, 1st and 4th, a bend; 2nd and 3rd, on a chevron, two lions
combatant (p. 33).
Heriot.-On a fess, three cinquefoils, a mullet in base (p. 53).
Heriot.-A mullet, on a fess transposed three roses (p. 113).
Holyrood, Canons of (?).-A heart in flames (p. 31).
Home.-See Logan of Restalrig.
Home impaling Dudley.-On both sides, a lion rampant (p. 176).
Hunter.-A hunting-horn at fess (p. 142).
Jackson.- Three holly-leaves, one and two (po 62).
Kelly of that llk. -A saltire cantoned with four fleurs-de-lys (p. 254).
Kennedy.- A chevron between three cross-crosslets fitchy within a double tressure flory-counter-flory (p. 32).
Kennedy.-See Bethune of Longhermiston.
Ker.-See Logan of Restalrig.
Ker (1st Earl of Lothian).-Quarterly, 1st and 4th, a sun in splendour; 2nd and 3rd, a chevron, on a chief
three mullets (p. 140).
Kerkettil.-On a bend between a covered cup in chief and a mullet in base, three boars' heads erased (p. 33).
Kinloch impaling McMath.-Dexter, three annulets, two and one; sinister, a chevron, a crescent in base for
difference (p. 56).
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Laing.-Quarterly, 1St and 4th, a pale; 2nd and 3rd, three piles conjoined in point (p. 52).
Lauder.-Quarterly, 1St and 4th, a griffon salient holding a sword, with its forefoot supporting a Saracen's
head, for Lauder; 2nd and 3rd, a lion rampant within a double tressure flory-counter-flory, for Maitland
(p. 64)·
Lindsay impaling Colville. -Dexter, 1St and 4th, a lion rampant, 2nd and 3rd, a fess cheeky; on the sinister
side the 1st quarter is charged with a cross moline and the 3rd with a fess cheeky, the charges of the
2nd and 4th quarters being illegible (p. 215).
Little.-A saltire engrailed (p. 68).
Littlejohn.-Three arrows, two in s altire and one in pale, points downwards, accompanied by six trefoils,
two in chief, two in fess and two in base (p. 65).
Livingstone.-Three cinquefoils, two and one (p. 244).
Loch of Drylaw.-A saltire engrailed between two swans naiant in fess in lochs (p. 223).
Locksmiths' Incorporation.-Azure, a key erect Or (p. 43).
Logan.-Three Passion-nails, their points piercing a man's heart (p. 264).
Logan of Restalrig impaling Ker.-Dexter, quarterly, 1st and 4th, three piles in point, 2nd, an eagle displayed,
3rd, three papingoes; sinister, on a chevron, three mullets (p. 254).
Lorimers' Incorporation.-Azure, a chevron between three horse-bits Argent (p. 43).
Lundy.-Paly of six, a bend charged with three cushions (p. 253).
Lorraine.-See Guise-Lorraine.
McCulloch of Pilton impaling Gibson.-Dexter, a fret engrailed; sinister, three keys fesswise in pale, wards
downwards, a mullet between the upper two for difference (p. 54).
McMath.-See Kinloch.
Macqueen impaling Rhynd.-Dexter, three wolves' heads couped; sinister, per cross, 1st, 3rd, and 4th,
ermine, 2nd, two stars in chief, the four quarters surmounted of a cross charged at the fess point with
a cross-crosslet fitchy (pp. 42, 43, 44)·
Maitland.-See Lauder.
Marchbanks of Leuchie impaling Trotter.- Dexter, a cushion in chief and a mullet in base; sinister, three
stars in chief and a crescent in base (p. 245).
Mawer impaling Waus (?).-Dexter, a chevron between two mullets in chief and a crescent in base; sinister,
on a bend between two cinquefoils, three mullets (p. 94).
Moodie.-A chevron ermine between three pheons (p. 154).
Moray (1st Earl of).-Quarterly, 1st and 4th, a lion rampant debruised of a ribbon engrailed, within a double
tressure flory-counter-flory; 2nd and 3rd, three cushions, two and one, within a double tressure florycounter-flory (p. 34).
Morison.- Three Moors' heads conjoined (pp. 52, 53).
Mosman.-On a chevron between three oak-trees, three crowns (p. 98).
Murray of Deuchar.-A hunting-horn stringed and garnished, on a chief, three mullets, a crescent in fess
point for difference (p. 54).
Murray with Rigby en surtout.-On a chief three stars, en surtout an inescutcheon charged, On a cross flowered
Sable, five mullets (p. 228).
Mylne of Balfarg.-A cross moline square pierced between three mullets (pp. 68, 137).
Myrton of Gogar.-A chevron between three pellets (p. 242).
Naismith.-A dexter hand couped, holding a sword palewise (p. 51).
Napier impaling Stirling (?).-Dexter, on a bend, a crescent between two mullets; sinister, on a bend, three
annulets or buckles, a unicorn's head erased in sinister chief (p. 244).
Napier of Merchiston.-A saltire engrailed, cantoned with four roses (pp. 32, 33).
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Napier of Merchiston (6th Baron).-QuarterIy, 1St and 4th, Argent, a saltire engrailed, cantoned with four
roses Gules, for Napier; 2nd and 3rd, Or, on a bend Azure, a mullet between two crescents of the
first, within a double tressure flory-counter-flory of the second, for Scott of ThirIestane (p. 233n).
Napier of Wrightshouses.-On a bend, a crescent between two mullets (p. 33) .
•Nisbet.-A chevron between three boars' heads erased (p. 242).
Nisbet of Craigentinny.-On a chevron between three hoars' heads erased, three cinquefoils (p. 262).
Nisbet of Dean.-On a chevron between three boars' heads erased, a canton charged with the saltire and
lion rampant of the baronets of Nova Scotia (pp. 185, 186, 243).
Nisbet of Dean impaling Dick.-Dexter, on a chevron between three boars' heads erased, three cinquefoils
for difference; sinister, a fess between two stars in chief and a crescent in base (p. 242).
Nisbet of Dean impaling Williamson.-Dexter, a chevron between three boars' heads erased; sinister, a
saltire cantoned with a boar's head erased in chief and three mullets in flanks and base (p. 242).
Parley (?) impaling Hay of Mumsyde.-Dexter, a chevron between three mullets; sinister, a mullet between
three escutcheons (p. 124).
Paterson.-Three pelicans in piety, on a chief three mullets (p. 161).
Paton.-See Cunningham of Enterkin.
Pepdie.-See Logan of Restalrig.
Pewterers' Incorporation.-Azure, on a chevron Argent between three portcullises Or, as many thistles slipped
and leaved proper (p. 43).
Preston.-Three unicorns' heads couped (pp. 32, 33).
Preston.-See Bruce of Clackmannan.
Primrose impaling Graham.-Per pale, dexter, on a fess between three primroses, as many mullets, a crescent
in chief for difference; sinister, a chief indented charged with three escallops (pp. 61, 62).
Pringle of Galashiels.-On a saltire, five escallops (p. 96).
Rae of Pitsindie (illegible).-Three roe-bucks in full course (p. 53).
Rhynd.-See Macqueen.
Riddell.-A chevron between three ears of rye, slipped and bladed (p. 186).
Riddell or Russell.-On a chevron between two slips in chief and an illegible charge in base, an illegible
charge (p. 86).
Rigby.-See Murray.
Robertson.-Within an engrailed bordure, three wolves' heads erased (p. 70).
Rochead.-Ermine, on a fess, a boar's head erased (p. 80).
Rose (?).-A saltire (p. 234).
Ross (?).-A lion or bear passant, and in chief three mullets (p. 214).
Rossiemont (?).-A fess between three crescents in chief and a mullet in base (p. 72).
Russell impaling Fisher (?).-Dexter, on a chevron between three tadpoles, three mullets; sinister, three
fishes naiant fesswise in pale (p. 230).
Russell.-See Riddell.
Rutherford, Andrew (Earl of Teviot) .-An orIe, and in chief three martlets, all within a bordure charged with
thistles, roses and fleurs-de-lys (p. 119).
Saddlers' Incorporation.-Azure, a chevron between three saddles with stirrups Or (p. 43).
Sandilands.-A bend between a man's heart in sinister chief and another in dexter base (p. 214).
Scotland <;lames II) impaling Gueldres (Queen Mary of).-Dexter, Royal Arms of Scotland; sinister, per pale
two lions combatant (p. 32).
Scotland (Prince James, later James III).-The Royal Arms of Scotland with a label of five points (p. 32).
Scotland (James V) impaling Guise-Lorraine.-Dexter, Royal Arms of Scotland sinister, arms of Marie de
Guise-Lorraine (q.v. under Guise-Lorraine) (p. 251).
275

AA2

HISTORICAL MONUMENTS (SCOTLAND) COMMISSION

. Scotland (James VI and I).-Ist and 4th grand quarters, Scotland; 2nd grand quarter, France quarterin.g
England; 3rd grand quarter, Ireland (p. 250).
Scotland (Charles I).-Ist and 4th, Scotland, 2nd, England, 3rd, Ireland (p. 250).
Scott of Thirlestane.-See Napier of Merchiston.
Shear-smiths' Incorporation.-Gules, a pair of shears erect Azure (p. 43).
Skene of Curriehill.-A chevron, in chief two wolves' heads, in the dexter canton his badge as a baronet -o f
Nova Scotia (pp. 69, 70).
Skinners' and Furriers' Incorporation.-Or, a chevron Gules between three goats Sable trippant (p. 246).
Ditto.-Ermine, on a skinner's knife bendwise between two goats, three crowns (p. 246).
Smith.-A saltire, cantoned with two garbs in the flanks and another in base (p. 183).
Smith of Grothill.-See Gray of Pittendrum.
Smyth.-An eagle displayed ensigned with a crown (p. 61).
Spens of Kirkton.-A lion rampant debruised of a bend sinister, charged with three buckles (p. 24:4).
Stewart.-See Graham.
Stirling (?).-See Napier.
Sutherland (15th Earl of) impaling Wemyss.-Dexter, quarterly, 1st and 4th grand quarters, three stars, 2nd
and 3rd grand quarters, quarterly, 1st three boars' heads couped, 2nd, three lions' heads erased, 3rd:
within a tressl!re, three crescents, 4th, three cinquefoils; sinister, quarterly, 1st and 4th and 2nd a~
3rd, a lion rampant (p. 141).
Swinton.-See Henryson.
Tennant.-A boar's head couped, in chief two crescents (p. 215).
Teviot (Earlof).-See Rutherford.
Trotter.-A chevron between three boars' (?) heads erased (p. 124).
Trotter.-See Marchbanks of Leuchie.
Trotter of Charterhall.-See Trotter of Mortonhall.
Trotter of Mortonhall impaling Trotter of Charterhall.-Dexter, a fess between three muliets in chief ~md a
crescent in base; sinister, a fess bet}Veen three boars' heads erased and a roundel in base (p. 56).
Trotter of Mortonhall.-A fess between three mullets and a crescent (p. 79).
Vaus (?) impaling Wardlaw.-Dexter, a bend, on a chief a mascle between two crescents; sinister, on a fess
between three mascles, three crescents (p. 250).
Wardlaw.-On a fess between three lozenges, a mullet between two cinquefoils (?) (po 58).
Wardlaw.-See Vaus.
Waus.-On a bend between three cinquefoils, a pellet (p. 142).
Waus.-See Mawer.
Weavers' Incorporation.-On a chevron between three leopards' heads having in their mouths a weavingshuttle, three double quatrefoils (p. 214).
Wemyss.-See Sutherland (15th Earl of).
Williamson.-See Nisbet of Dean.
Wilson (?).-A chevron between a mullet and a hunting-horn in chief, a rose in base; a bordure (p. 183).
Wishart (Bishop).-Dexter, a saltire, a mitre in chief; sinister, three Passion-nails meeting in point (p. 139).
Wrights' and Masons' Incorporation.-Azure, a square and compasses Argent (p. 246).
Ditto.-Argent, on a chevron !Azure, between three towers embattled Sable, a pair of compasses
Or (p. 246).

GLOSSAR Y
Note.-An asterisk (

* ) signifies that a definition has

been taken from O.E.D., and is copyright.

Abacus.-The uppermost member of a capital, resembling the flat slab which it originally was.
Accollee.-In heraldry, conjoined.
Addossee... -In heraldry, back to back.
Affrontee.-In heraldry, full-faced to the spectator, or of two animals facing one another.
Angle-bowtel.-See Bowtel.
Angle-roll.-See Bowtel.
Annulet.-In heraldry, a ring.
Ante-fixae.-Ornaments in the form of lions' or other heads.
Anthemion.-Honeysuckle or palmette ornament, as in the necking of Ionic columns.
Apsidiole.-A small subsidiary apse.
Arabesque.-*Decoration composed in flowing lines of branches, leaves and scroll-work, fancifully intertwined.
Architrave.--(I) A moulding round a door, window, or similar opening; (2) the part of an entablature
resting directly upon the column or pier.
Archivolt.-The under curve of an arch, and so also applied to mouldings on the curve.
Argent.-In heraldry, white or silver.
Armed.-*In heraldry, represented with claws, teeth, etc.
Arris.-The edge or angle formed by the meeting of two surfaces.
Astragal.-A small moulding of semi-circular section; a glazing-bar.
Attired.-In heraldry, of a stag with ornamental horns.
Aumbry.-A small cupboard or closed recess in a wall.
Azure.-In heraldry, blue.
Baldaquin.-A canopy supported by columns.
Ball-fiower.-An ornament resembling a ball enclosed in the petals of a flower which form a cup round it. ·
Bar.-See Fess.
Barbel.-In heraldry, a fish borne by the family of de Bar.
Barbican.-A tower or advance work defending the entrance to a castle.
Barrulet.-In heraldry, the diminutive of Bar, q.v.
Barry.-In heraldry, an even number of horizontal divisions in a shield, four, six or eight.
Bartizan.-An overhanging battlemented turret.
Benatura.-Astoup or basin for holy water.
Bend.-In heraldry, an oblique band across the shield.
Bezant.-In heraldry, a gold roundel or disc.
Billet-moulding.-A moulding consisting of short cylindrical pieces set III hollow mouldings at intervals
about equal to their own length.
.
Blocking-course.-A course of stones laid on the top of a cornice, crowning the wall.
Bolection-moulding.-A moulding raised above the main surface of the panel.
Bordure.-In heraldry, a margin or border round a shield.
Bottlenosed steps.-Steps in which the tread projects beyond the face of the riser.
Bowtel or Angle-roll.-*A plain round moulding; a shaft of a clustered pillar.
Bressumer.-A beam placed breastwise to support a super-incumbent wall.
Broken pediment.-A pediment interrupted in part.
Bush-hammered.-Dressed with a hammer which leaves the surface covered with points.
Cable-and-billet.-Of enrichment in which rope-like decoration is combined with billets (q.v.).
Caduceus.-A herald's staff, the emblem of Mercury.
Camp-ceiling.-The sloping ceiling of a room in a roof.
Canton.-In heraldry, the first quarter of a shield or a similar but smaller subdivision in a corresponding
position.
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Cap-house.-The superstructure of a stair leading to the parapet-walk of a building.
Carton pierre.-A plastic preparation used for decorative purposes.
Caryatid.-A female figure used instead of a column to support an entablature.
Cassette.-See Coffer.
Cavetto.-A small concave moulding of one quarter of a circle.
Cellarium.-The W. range of a monastic house, containing the store-rooms or cellars.
Chalmer.-Chamber (Sc.).
Chamfer.-The bevel or surface left by cutting away the angle or arris (q.v.). When the surface is below the
.
edges it is called a sunk chamfer; when the surface is concave, a hollow chamfer.
Checky.-In heraldry, divided into squares or chequers.
Chevron.-In heraldry, a charge of pointed gable form.
ChieJ.-In heraldry, the upper third of a shield.
Cinquefoil.-See Foil.
Clearstorey.-A lighting storey or range of windows in the highest part of the nave, chancel, etc., of a church.
Cock-bead.-A delicate beading inset in a panel.
Coffer.-*A sunk panel in a ceiling or soffit.
Colonnette.-· A small column.
Combatant.-In heraldry, rampant as if fighting.
Console.-An ornamental bracket of stone or wood.
Contournee.-In heraldry, said of an animal with its face turned to sinister.
Coomb-ceiling.-See 9amp-ceiling.
Corbel.-A stone projecting from a wall to support a beam or stone-work.
Couchant.-In heraldry, lying prone, but with the head raised.
Couped.-See under Erased.
Couples.-Rafters framed together in pairs with a tie fixed above their feet.
Coving.-A curved or angled surface joining walls and ceiling.
Crocketted.-Having ornaments, such as buds or curled leaves, on the sides.
Cross, Latin.-*A cross in which the lower limb is longer than the others.
Cross, Maltese.-A cross having the ends of its arms split into double points.
Cross, Passion.-See Cross, Latin.
Cross-crosslet.-In heraldry, originally a cross with limbs ending as trefoils, but later a cross with limbs
ending in squarely-cut plain crosses.
Cross-moline.-In heraldry, a cross having its arms split or forked at the ends.
Cross-pattee.-In heraldry, a cross with its arms terminating directly in a form resembling fleurs-de-lys;
or, more usually, a cross with expanding arms cut square at the ends, also described as a cross-formee.
Cross-potent.-In heraldry, an equal-armed cross having its arms terminating in small transverse pieces.
Crossing.-* That part of a cruciform church in which ~e transepts cross the nave.
Crossing-arch.-One of the arches below the crossing-tower of a church.
Curb rooJ.-Mansard roof.
Cusping.-The projecting points between the small arcs of .. foils" (q.v.) in Gothic tracery, arches, etc.
A surface so treated is said to be cusped or cuspated.
Dado.-·A finishing of wood running along the lower part of the walls of a room, made to represent a
continuous pedestal.
Debruised.-In heraldry, surmounted by.
Dentilated.-Of cornices, having small square blocks or projections in their bed-mouldings.
Dexter.-In heraldry, the right-hand side, opposite to a spectator's left. Also used generally in the same
sense.
Difference.-In heraldry, a symbol indicating a junior branch of a family.
Displayed.-·In heraldry, having the wings expanded.
Double-house.-A house divided internally by a longitudinal partition.
Doublet-arcade.-An arcade in which the unit is a double bay.
Droved.-Chiselled or random-tooled, of ashlar.
Easter Sepulchre.-A recess for the reception of the holy elements.
Egg-and-dart.-A series of ornaments alternately oval, like an egg, and shaped like the head of a dart.
En surtout.-In heraldry, over all.
Endorsed.-In heraldry, back to back.
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Engrailed.-In heraldry, edged with a series of concave curves.
Ensigned.-In heraldry, having some ensign of honour placed above.
Entablature.-The whole of the parts of an order above the column.
Erased.-In heraldry, ragged, as if torn off, as distinct from couped or cut even.
Ermine.-In heraldry, having a " field" or surface representing ermine.
Escallop.-In heraldry, a scallop shell.
Escutcheon.-In heraldry, a heraldic shield.
Extrados.-The exterior curve of an arch.
Fan.-In heraldry, (i) a winnowing-fan; (ii) a flag.
Fascia.-A flat member of an order or of a building.
Fess.-In heraldry, a horizontal band across the centre of the shield. When more than one fess is borne
they are called Bars.
Fess-point.-In heraldry, central point.
Feu or Feu-ferm.-A perpetual lease.
Fillet.-A narrow band on a moulding or separating two mouldings.
Fitchy.-In heraldry, terminating in a point.
Flashed glass.-Clear glass coloured on the surface only.
Flory.-In heraldry, decorated with fleurs-de-lys.
Flory-counter-flory.-In heraldry, where a tressure (q.v.) has fleurs-de-lys on either side.
Flying buttress.-A buttress in the form of an arch, springing from a solid mass of masonry and abutting
against the springing of another arch which rises from the upper points of abutment of the first.
Foil (Cinquefoil, Quatrefoil, Trefoil, etc.).-A leaf-shaped curve (of five, four, three, etc., arcs) formed by
the cusping (q.v.) in an opening or panel.
Forestair.-An external stair.
Fret.-Ornamentation consisting of one or more small fillets meeting in vertical and horizontal directions.
Frieze.-That member in the entablature of an order which occurs between the architrave and the cornice.
Fructed.-In heraldry, bearing fruit or seeds.
Gablet.-A small gable.
•
Gadroon.-·One of a set of convex curves or arcs joined at their extremities to form a decorative pattern.
Garb.-In heraldry, a wheat sheaf.
Gardant.-In heraldry, full-faced.
Garderobe.-A media::val sanitary provision.
Garnished.-In heraldry, adorned.
Giblet-checked.-Of a rybat checked to receive a door-frame.
Gorge.-See Cavetto.
Gorged.-In heraldry, encircled about the throat.
Goutte.-In heraldry, a drop.
Grisaille.-A grey monotone.
Guilloche.-An ornament consisting of two or more intertwining bands.
Gules.-In heraldry, red.
Guttae.-Drop-like ornaments used in the Doric order.
Hanging steps.-Steps built into a wall with their outer ends unsupported.
H arled.-Roughcast.
Harl-pointing.-Pointing of rough texture, partly spread over the surface of the work.
Haugh.--A flat piece of alluvial land by the side of a river, forming part of the floor of the river valley.
Hood-moulding.-A projecting moulding on the face of a wall above an arch, usually following the form
of the arch.
Imbowed.-In heraldry, bent.
Impaled.-In heraldry, having two coats of arms side by side on one shield divided down the middle;
usually that of the husband impaled with that of the wife.
Impost.-The member of a pillar or pier from which the arch springs. Discontinuous Impost.-Where the
arch mouldings simply die out in the splayed jambs.
In antis.-Of columns, in front of.
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lnescutcheon.-In heraldry, a shield borne as a charge.
Infeftment.-Sometimes used as synonymous with sasine (q.v.). More correctly, it describes both the act
of completing a real right to heritable subjects and the instrument in whi{:h the act is narrated.
Intake-member.-See Scarcement.
Intrados.-The interior curve of an arch.
Island buttress.-An isolated pier of masonry carrying a flying buttress.
Jamb.-(i) The side of a door or window. (ii) A wing of a building. (iii) In heraldry, the leg of an animal.
Jougs.-Iron shackles formerly used in Scotland for the punishment of minor delinquents.
Knop.-A small boss or knob.
Knulling.-A nearly flat moulding.
Label.-In heraldry, a narrow band on the chief of a shield from which hang three or five" points" at right
angles, usually borne as a " difference" or mark of cadency.
.
Laigh.-Low (Se.).
Langued.-In heraldry, shown with a tongue.
Laver.-A water-jug.
Lay-light.-A borrowed light set in a ceiling.
Ledger-stone.-* A flat stone covering a grave.
Lesena.-A Norman -buttress of slight projection.
Loggia.-A gallery open to the air.
Lucarne.-An opening in a roof to let in light.
Lugged.-Having an " ear" or projecting piece.
Macer.-Ari official of court who carries the mace before the judge.
Main-door fiat .-A ground-floor flat having an individual entrance (" main door") on the street separate
from the common stair serving the upper flats.
Majuscules.-Capitalletters.
Manse.-A dwelling for clergy. .
.
.... .
.. .
Mantling.-In heraldry, a representation of cloth treated as foliage and used tq adorn ,helmets in coats of
arms.
Marquetry.-Inlaid wood-work.
Martlet.-In heraldry, the martin or swallow shown without legs.
Mascle.-In heraldry, a lozenge-shaped figure with open centre.
..
Masoned.-In heraldry, showing brickwork or masonry.
.." ,Metope.-A square space between two triglyphs in the Doric fr,ieze.
Modillion.-A bracket-like projection under the corona of the richer orders.
Mortification.-*The act of disposing of property for religious or, since the Reformation, for: charitable or
..
.
.
public purposes.
. .
Mount.-In heraldry, a hill represented in the base of a shield.
Mullet.-In heraldry, a five-pointed spur-rowel, like. a star, but with a hole in the· centre.
Mullion.-A vertical post or bar dividing a window into two or more lights.
Multure.-* A tax in kind paid to the miller for grinding corn.
.,.'.

Naiant.-In heraldry, swimming in fess. ·
heraldry, issuing from, applied only to living creatureS.
Newel.- The centre pillar in a winding or wheel-stair, from which the steps radiate.
Nook-shaft.-A shaft set in a recess or " nook."
Naissant.~In

Oculus.-A round window.
Ogee.-A double curve, one concave and the other convex.
Or.- In heraldry, gold.
Oriel.-A window projected on corbeUing.
Orle.-In heraldry, a diminutive of the bordure (q.v.).
Out-shott.-A low extension from a main building.
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Palatium.-A palace, i.e., an oblong building distinct as a structural type from either the hall or the tower.
Pale.-In heraldry, a vertical band down the middle of a shield.
Palladian.-A school of architectural design named after Andrea Palladio, its originator.
Pallet.-In heraldry, half a pale.
Paly.-In heraldry, a shield divided by lines palewise.
Papingo.-In heraldry, a parrot.
Parpend wall.-A substantial partition.
Party-skew.-Coping of a mutual wall.
Passant.-In heraldry, walking and looking straight forward.
Patera.-(I) A shallow saucer-like dish. (2) A projecting ornament, square or round.
Peel (baxter's).-A wooden shovel-like implement used by bakers for moving loaves into and out of an oven.
Pelican in piety.-In heraldry, a pelican feeding her young with her own blood.
Pellet.-ln heraldry, a small roundel.
Pelta.-A label with a handle at each end.
Pend.-A covered passage.
Pentimenti.-U nderpainting.
Perron.-A flight of steps at the entrance to a house.
Pheon.-"'In heraldry, a broad barbed arrow or head of a javelin.
Pilaster.-A square column engaged in a wall and projecting only a fourth or fifth part of its thickness.
Piles.-In heraldry, a series of triangular wedge-shaped figures issuing from the top of the shield and pointing
downwards.
PisCina.-A basin with a drain discharging into the thickness of the wall, set in a niche or recess usually
south of the altar, where the chalice was rinsed and the priest washed his hands.
Pit.-A castle prison, usually in the form of a sunk chamber entered from above through a trap-door.
Plinth.-The projecting base of a wall.
Podium.-A platform on which a building stands.
Pot-metal.-Glass stained throughout its thickness.
Pretence, in.-In heraldry, borne.. on an inescutcheon to indicate a pretension or claim.
Proper.-In heraldry, the true or natural colour of the object depicted in the charge.
Proscenium.-The arch in front of a stage.
..
..
.
Pulpitum.- The screen at ,theW. end of the ritual <;hoir, distinguished by one central door.
P1!-lvinate~:-Of.a frieze, swelled in ,t he manner of a cushion.
Quatrefoil.-See Fo,il.
.
Quillons.-Thearms forniingthe cross-guard of a sword.
Quirk.- A sharp-edged channel as part of a moulding.
Quoin.- An angle-stone at the corner of a building.
Race-b(Jnd.-A ve.rticaI straight -joint in courses of masonry.
Rdglet.-Dim. of Raggle, a groove cut in masonry to receive the material forming a joint, especially on the
face of a wall to receive the edge of a roof.
Raking pediment.-A pediment of triangular shape.
.
Rampant.-In heraldry, standing erect on the hind legs, with both forelegs elevated, and the head in profile.
Rampant arch. -An arch the abutments of which are not on the same level.
Ravelin. -In fortification, a detached triangular work having two faces meeting in a salient angle towards
the front.
Rebated.-Notched to receive an adjacent stone, door-frame, etc.
Regrate.- To buy up commodities and sell them again at a profit.
Relieving arch.-An arch built over a lintel, to relieve it of superincumbent weight.
RepjJise ....:....."'A return in an internal angle.
Respond:':"-Half-pillar or half-pier attached to a wall to support an arch.
ReVestry.-Vestry.
Risp.- A device used in place of a door-knocker, consisting of a twisted metal bar along which a metal ring
is moved to produce a rattling sound.
Roll-and-hollow moulding.-A roll-moulding combined with one or more concave ones.
Raund.'-A' turret projecting from the angle of a parapet walk, used even of turrets which are square on plan.
Roundel.-In heraldry, a round disc of different metals and colours.
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Rusticated.-Of masonry in which the faces of the stones are left rough, and only the sides are made smooth
where the joints occur.
Rybat.-Side-piece of dressed stone in windows, doors, etc.
Sable.-In heraldry, black.
Sacrament house.-A cupboard or aumbry used for the reservation of the Host.
Salient.-In heraldry, leaping.
Saltire.-In heraldry, St. Andrew's Cross.
Sasine.-(i) Symbolical delivery of possession of a feudal property by the superior to his vassal. (ii) A
. notarial instrument narrating that the symbolical delivery has been made.
Savage.-In heraldry, a man represented as naked and bearing a club.
Scale-and-platt.-Of a stair having straight flights of steps with landings.
Scarcement.-A narrow ledge formed when a wall is set back.
Sedilia.-Seats for the officiating clergy, usually on the south side of an altar.
Segmentalarch.-A rounded arch the arc of which is less than a semi-circle.
Sejant.-In heraldry, sitting.
Semie.-In heraldry, scattered.
Servery.-A space for serving.
Severy.-A separate division or portion of a building.
Shakefork.-In heraldry, a charge resembling a Y, pointed at the ends.
Sinister.-In heraldry, the left-hand side, opposite to spectator's right. Also used generally in the same
sense.
Skew.-A coping.
Skew-put.-The lowest stone of the skew or coping of a gable.
Slipped.-In heraldry, torn off from the stalk.
Soffit.-The under-side of a staircase, lintel, cornice, arch, canopy, etc.
Spandrel.-The triangular-shaped space above the haunch of an arch.
Stall-board.-The framing below a shop-window; whence stall-board light, a window opening through the
stall-board to illuminate the basement.
StifJ-leaved.-Of conventional foliage used in 13th-century decoration.
Stile.-The vertical part of a piece of framing into which are fixed the ends of rails.
Stilted.-Said of an arch rising not directly from the impost but from uprights set upon it; also of bases
set upon under-building.
Storm window.-A window in a roof above the level of the dormers.
String-course or String.-A horizontal line of projecting mouldings carried along a building.
Study.-A small room contained within a corner turret.
Surbase.-A base under the base proper of a pier.
Tas-de-charge.-A form of construction in which two or more ribs or arches, instead of beginning separately
have one or more courses of stones as springers in common-these being bedded horizontally and
bonded into the wall.
Terminal figure . -A pillar or pedestal having a bust on the top.
Through-room.-A room occupying the full depth of a building.
Through-stane.-A table-tomb (Sc.).
Tierceron ribs.-Ribs intermediate between the outer and the diagonal ribs of a vault.
Toft.-A piece of land-in the case of burgess-holdings, amounting to one rood or more.
Transe.-A through passage.
Transom.-A beam or beams dividing a window horizontally into two or more lights.
Trefoil.-See foil.
Tressure.-In heraldry, a border within the shield narrower than the orle (q.v.), generally borne double,
and in the Royal Arms of Scotland with fleurs-de-lys (irises) on each side, i.e., flory and counter-flory.
Triforium.-The gallery or arcade, usually without windows and so a "blind-storey," above the main
arcade and below the" clear-storey" (q.v.).
Triglyph.-A vertically grooved tablet occurring at regular intervals in the Doric frieze.
Trippant.-In heraldry, of beasts of the chase represented with one foot raised.
Truss.-·A framework so constructed as to form a firm support for a superincumbent weight, u that of a
roof or bridge.
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Turnpike stair.-A spiral stair.
Tympanum.-An enclosed space in the head of an arch, doorway, etc., or in the triangle of a pediment.
UnderCToft.-A vaulted under-building.
Underglaze.-· Painting on pottery before the glaze is applied.
Venetian window.-A window having three apertures, of which the central one is much larger than the
lateral ones, separated from one another by slender piers.
Verdure.-A floral tapestry.
V oided.-In heraldry, with the middle part cut away leaving a margin.
Volant.-In heraldry, flying.
Voulge.- A weapon resembling a spear-head of spatulate form.
Voussoirs.-=-The wedge-like stones forming an arch.
Vulned.-In heraldry, wounded; said of a pelican wounding herself in the breast to feed her young .
Wall-plate.-A timber laid lengthwise on a wall to receive the ends of rafters.
War-wolf.-In heraldry, were-wolf.
Water-holding.-Of a hollow moulding, in the base of a pillar, such that water would lie in it.
Water-leaf.-Conventional foliaceous ornament used in the Transitional period.
Weather-table.-A sloping surface to throw water, etc., off a buttress or building.
Yett.-A grated iron door (Se.).

INDEX
References are to page numbers, not to serial numbers of monuments
Abbey of Holyroodhouse, see Holyrood Abbey.
Abbey Strand, 156.
Abercromby Place, lxxv.
Acheson House, 166.
Adam Square, Ixxii .
Advocate's Close, 86.
Ainslie Place', Ixxv.
Albyn Place, Ixxv.
Alison Square, Ixxiii.
Anchor Close, 89.
Arcades, lxix, 74.
Argyll Square, Ixxii.
Armorial, 271.
Ashfield, tombstone, 244.
Assembly Rooms, George Street, 196.
Astley Ainslie Institute, carved stones, 245.
Bailie Fyfe's Close, carved stones, 124.
Bakehouse Close, 164, 166, 169.
Balmerino House, see Lord Balmerino's House.
Bank of Scotland, 102.
Barefoot's Parks, Ixxiii.
Baronies, Ix.
Beechwood House, 229 .
Bell-founders, Burgerhuys, 44, 36, 174, 268; Henderson,
II4, 268; Hodge, 252, 268 ; Hog, 38, 268; Meikle,
Iq, 268 .
.
Bells, Appendix A, 267; Canongate Tolbooth, 174;
Heriot's Hospital, II4; H olyrood Abbey, 136; Lady
Stair's House, 79; Magdalen C hapel , 44; St. Giles'
Church, 33, 79; St. Ninian's Church, 252; St. Paul's
Church, 136; Trinity College Church, 38; Tron
.
Church,36.
25 Bernard Street, 259.
Bible Land, 177.
Black Friars, see Dominican Friary.
Black Turnpike (s), 128.
Blackfriars Street, houses, 100 f.
8 Blackfriars Street, carved stone, 100.
Blackie House, 81.
Blenheim Place, lxxviii.
Blue Blanket, 246 .
Bonnyhaugh House, 221.
Bore Stone, 248.
Boswell's Court, 72.
cc Bow Butt" (s), Edinburgh Academy Cricket Ground, 249.
Bowhead, lxx.
Boyd's Entry, carved stone, 124.
Braid House, 234.
Bristo, lands of, Ixxiii .
44 Bristo Street, 21 4.
Brodie's Close, 84.
Broughton, barony, Ix; superiority, xxxviii. See also
cc Broughton Deal ".

cc Broughton Deal" xxxviii, liv, lv, Ix.
Brown Square, lxxiii.
Bruntsfield House, 233.
Buccleuch Place, lxxv, Ixxviii.
27-9 Buccleuch Street, carved stone, 214.
Buchanan's Court, 85.
Byer's Close, 85.

Caiton, lands of, Ix.
Camrno House, 226.
Campbell's Close, 163.
Canal Street, Ixxiv.
Candlemaker Row, houses, 109 f.
Candlemakers' Hall, 109.
Cannon-ball House, 71.
Canongate, burgh, history, xxxix ff., liii ff; monuments,
129 ff.; superiority, xxxviii, xlix, liii.
Canongate, houses and closes by street numbers: Nu~ber
5, page 157; II-5, 157; 31, 158; 64, 160; 81, 161;
82 and 82A, 162; 83-5, 163; 87-91, 163; 95, 16 3;
124, 163; 136A, 164; 142, 164; 146, 166 and 168;
163, 173; 167-9, 174; 174, 174; 186, 17 8 ; 18 7-97,
177; 188-90, 178; 194-8, 179; 201 -3, 179; 21 3-7,
179; 236-44, 180; 240, 180; 248, 181; 254-62, 182 ;
273-7, 182.
106 Canongate, carved stone, 183.
Canongate Burgh Cross, 183.
Canongate Church, 153; plate, 154 .; sepulchral monuments, 155.
Canongate Tolbooth, liii, 173; bell, 174.
Canonmills, lxi.
Cant's Close, 94.
" Cardinal Beaton's House" (s), 128 .
3 1 Carnegie Street, carved stone, 214 .
Carved stones, Astley Ainslie Institute, 245; Bailie Fyfe's
Close, 124; 8 Blackfriars Street, 100 ~ Boyd's E~try,
12 4; 44 Bristo St., 214; 27-9 Buccleuch St., 214;
106 Canongate, 183; 31 Carnegie St., 2 14; 8 Church
St., 214; Corporation ' Bldgs., Leith, 265; 12 Cumin
Place, 245; Dean Cemetery and Village, 241; Easter
Coates House, 226 ; Edinburgh (general)., 123; Edinburgh Public Library, 125; General's Entry, 214;
107 Giles St., 265; 14 Graham St., 265; Holyrood
Abbey, 136 ; Huntly House, 170, 172 ; James ' Court,
73; John's PL, 265; Lady Stair's House, 80; Lady
Yester's Ch., 124; 'L eith, etc. (general), 264; 42 Leith
St ., 214; 24A Morton's Entry, 265; 94 Murrayfield
Gdns., 243; National. Museum of Antiquities, 215;
Nether Bow Port, 123; New Town (general), 213;
Newhaven Post-Office, 266; 65 Nicolson St., 214;
Outlying Districts (general), 241; II Potter Row, 125;
Public Library, 125; Redford, 243 ; 73 Restalrig Road,
26 5; Rosebum Gdns., 243; Roseburn House, 23 0 ;
Royal Blind Asylum, 244; Royal High School, 213;
18 St. Andrew St., Leith, 265; 26 St. Mary's St., 124 ;
St. Thomas' Church Hall, 264; 56 South Bridge, 124;
Tolbooth Wynd, 265; Trinity House, 265; Viewforth,
262; Warriston's Close, 124; 17 Watson Cres., 244;
West Port, houses numbered 69,214; 70,214; World's
End Close, 123.
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Castle, see Edinburgh Castle.
Castle Barns, 232.
Castle Hill, houses, 7 I f.
" Castle of Clouts ", 212.
Castle Street, Ixxiv; houses, 204-206.
Chapels, Magdalen, 41; St. Anthony's, King's Park, 217;
St. George's (episc.), 187; St. Margaret's, Edinburgh
Castle, 13; SS. Mary and James, Newhaven, 254.
Chapels (s), Rude, 216; St. John, Burgh Muir, 249;
St. Mary, W. Portsburgh, 216; St. Nicholas, N. Leith,
266; St. Roque, Burgh Muir, 249; St. Sebastian, ·
E. Ports burgh, a16.
Charles Il, statue, 122.
Charles Street, lxxv.
Charlotte Square, lxx, Ixxiv; houses, 207-210.
Charlotte Street, 206.
Chessel's Buildings and Court, 180.
Church (s) of St. Mary in the Fields, 125.
8 Church Street, carved stone, 214.
Churches, Canongate, 153; Greyfriars, 44; Holyrood
Abbey, 129; Restalrig, 253; St. Andrew's, 184;
St. Cuthbert's, 185; St. George's, 184; St. Giles', 25 ;
St. Mary's, Leith, , 250; St. Ninian's, N. Leith, 251;
St. Patrick's, 41; Trinity College, 36; Tron, 35.
Citadel, Leith, xlix, I, Iv, lvi, 261.
City Chambers, 87.
Clermiston House, 229.
Comiston House, 235.
6 Commercial Street, effigy, 266.
Corporation Buildings, Leith, carved stone, 265.
" Council House" (s), Leith, 267.
Covenant Close, 92.
Cowgate, xli, xlii.
Cowgate, demolished house adjoining Tailors' Hall, 108.
Craftsmen, xliii, xlvii, I, liv.
Cragingalt, xlv.
Craigentinny House, 261.
Cramond House, 225.
Crichton Street, lxxv.
Croft-an-Righ, 153.
Crown jewels, 24 .
Crown Square, Edinburgh Castle, 18.
Cultivation Terraces, King's Park, 248.
12 Cumin Place, carved stone, 245.
Custom House, Leith, 260.
DaIry House, 231.
Darnaway Street, Ixxv.
David's Tower, Edinburgh Castle, 15.
Dean Cemetery, carved stones, 241.
Dean Village, carved stones, 241; mills, Ixi; "Old
Tolbooth ", 226.
Dickson's Close, 93.
Dingwall Castle (s), 217.
Domestic architecture, xlviii, xlix, lxvi ff.; New Town,
lxix, lxxii ff.
Dominican Friary (s), xli, 125.
Dominican Nunnery (s), 249 .
Dovecot, Stenhouse, 241.
Dreghorn Castle, 235.
Drurnmond Place, Ixxv.

Drurnmond Street, bastion in, lxv.
Drylaw House, 222.
31 Dublin Street, basin, 213 .
Duchess of Callander's House, 100.
Duddingston House, 237.
Earl of Morton's House, 100.
Easter Coates House, and carved stones, 226.
Edinburgh, burgh, history, xxxviii H.; monuments, 25 H;
sanitation, xlv, xlix; topography, xxxvi.
Edinburgh, history; early, xxxv H.; to 15th century,
xxxviii H; to 1603, xlv H.; 1603-1707, xlviii H; after
1707, li H.
Edinburgh Castle, I; approach, 13; Crown Square, 18;
David's Tower, 15; Great Hall, 21; Half-Moon
Battery, 15; History, I; Mons Meg, 23; Palace
Block, 2,1; regalia, 23; St. Margaret's Chapel, 13;
Well-House Tower, II.
Edinburgh Public Library, carved stones, 125.
Edinburgh Tolbooth (s), 127.
Edinburgh University, see University of Edinburgh.
Effigy, 6 Commercial Street, 266.
Enclosures, King's Park, 248.
Exchange Building, Leith, 260.
Fleshmarket Close, 90.
Flodden Wall, lxiv, 120.
Franciscan Friary (s), xli, 125.
Frederick Street, lxxiv, 204.
Gayfield House, 219.
Gayfield Place, 2II .
Gayfield Square, Ixxviii.
General Register House, lxxiv, 192.
General's Entry, carved stone, 214.
George Heriot's Hospital, IIO; architectural description,
lII; bells, II4; history, IIO; plate, II4.
George Square, lxx, lxxiii, lxxv, lxxvii, 212.
George Street, Ixxiii; Number II2, 195.
" Giant's Brae ", Leith Links, 266.
Gibb's Close, 182.
Gladstone's Land, 74.
Golfer's Land, 161.
14 Graham Street, carved stone, 265.
Grange House, 240.
Grassmarket, houses, 104 f.
Great King Street, Ixxv.
Greenside, xlv, xlvi.
Grey Friars, see Franciscan Friary.
Greyfriars Church, xlix, I, 44; plate, 47; tombstones,
49 i.e., Aikenhead, 70; Bannatyne, 57, 58; Bayne, 55 ;
Bethune, 50; Borthwick, 69; Brodie, 56; Byres, 60;
Chalmers, 63; Denniston, 49; Dobie, 51; Douglas,
56; Falconer, 68, 70; Forrester, 67; Foulis, 58;
fragments, 62; Gibson, 49, 54; Harlay, 49 ; Henderson,
65; Henryson, 59; Heriot, 53; Jackson, 62; Kerr, 52;
Kincaid, 66; Laing, 52; Little, 67; Littlejohn, 65;
Lumsdaine, 67;
Mackenzie, 66;
Macneil, 67;
McCulloch, 54; McMath, 55, 56; Martyrs' Monument, 55; Mauld (?), 54; Mileikin, 50; Moreson, see
Morison; Morison, 52, 53; Murray, 54; Mylne, 68;
Naismith, 51; Paton, 64; Primrose, 61; Purves, 49 ;
Ray, 53; Robertson, 70; Skene, 69, 70; Spens, 50;
Tod, 62, 64; Trotter, 55; unknown, 62, 63; Yester,
71 ; Young, 66.
Greyfriars' Convent (s), 125.
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Half-Moon Battery, Edinburgh Castle, 15.
Hanover Street, lxxiv, 204.
Hawkhill House, 263.
Heraldry, see Armorial, 271 .
Heriot Row, lxxv, 210.
Heriot's Hospital, see George Heriot's Hospital.
" Hermitage ", King's Park, 219.
Hermitage of Braid, 234.
Htgh Street, houses and closes by street numbers: Number
14, page 99; 34 and 40 , 99; 45. 9 6 ; 53, 94; 66, 94 ;
68, 94; 70, 94; 80-6, 93; 103, 93; 12 3, 93; 125, 9 2 ;
164,92; 197-207,90; 209-13, 90; 231, 90; 241, 9 0 ;
243, 89; 249, 87; 3 29, 87; 357, 86; 373, 85.
Hillside, lands of, lxxviii.
Holyrood Abbey, 129; architectural description, 131;
bells, 136; carved stones, 136; font, 136; girth cross,
143; history, xlii, 129; lectern, 136; legend, 143;
sanctuary, 143; sepulchral monuments, 136 i.e.,
Be1haven, 138; Bell, 142; Bothwell, 136; Carlisle,
141; Cheyne, 141; Douglas, 138, 142; Drumlanrig,
140; Duncan, 142; Eglinton, 141; Eirbreith, 139;
Erskine, 143; Fairfowl, 143; Graham, 137; Guild,
142; Hamilton, 142, 143; Hay, 141; Hunter, 14 2 ;
Kell, 142; Mitchell, 141; Mylne, 137; Ros, 139;
Roxburghe, 136; Royal vaults, 136; Stratun, 139;
Sutherland, 140; Vaus, 142; Wishart, 139.
Holyrood Brewery, 163.
Holyroodhouse, see Palace of Holyroodhouse.
Homesteads, King's Park, 248.
" Honours of Scotland ", 23.
8 Horse Wynd, 183.
Hospital, George Heriot's, 1I0.
Hospitals (s), St. Leonard's, 216; St. Mary's, 126; St.
Paul's, 184; St. Thomas', 184; Trinity, see Trinity
College Church.
Hunter Square, house, 101.
Huntly House, 168; carved stones, 170; museum
collection, 172 .
Hut-circles, King's Park, 248.
Hyndford's Close, 99.
Inverleith House, 221.
Jackson's Close, 90.
James' Court, Ixxii; carved stone, etc., 73.
" John Knox's House ", lxviii, 96.
John Watson's School, windmill, 24 1 .
John's Place, carved stone, 26 5.
King's Park, cultivation terraces, 248; defensive ramparts,
247; enclosures, 248; "Hermitage ", 219; homesteads, 248; hut-circles, 248; St. Anthony's Chapel,
217; St. Margaret's Well, 239.
King's Wall, lxii.
King's Wark (s), lvii, 266.
Kirk 0' Field, xli, xlviii.
Kirk 0' Field (s), 12 5.
Knights. of St. John, Preceptory (s), 126.
Knights Templar, house of (s), 216.
" Lady Fife's Brae ", Leith Links, 266.
Lady Stair's Close, 80.
Lady Stair's House, 78; carved stones and museum
collection, 79 .

Lady Yester's Church, tombstone, 71; mural monument,
12 4.
Lamb's House, 257.
" Lands ", lxix.
Lawnmarket, houses and closes by street numbers:
Numbers 300-2 and 306-10, page 84; 312-28, 81;
45 1,81; 477, 78 and 80; 48 3-9,74; 5 01 ,73; 517,73.
Leith, history, xxxv, xli, xlix, Iv ff . ; houses, 255; monuments (general), 250 H; port and streets, 255;
superiority, xlix, I, lv, lvi, Iviii.
Leith Links, siege works, 266.
Leith Street, lxxiv, Ixxviii .
42 Leith Street, carved stone, 214.
Leith Tolbooth (s), 267 .
Lochend House, 263.
Lord Balmerino's House, lxviii, 257 .
Luckenbo?ths (s), lii, 127.
Maces, ceremonial, 268. See also Regalia.
Magdalen Chapel, 41; bell, 44; trades insignia, 43.
Maison Dieu (s), 126.
Martyrs' Monument, 55, 172 .
Mary King's Close, 87.
Mary of Guise, " Palace" (s), 126.
Mercat Cross, lxxii, 121.
Merchant Guild, xlii.
Merchants, xliii, xlvii, I, li.
Merchiston Castle, 232.
Mills, lxi.
Milne's Court, lxxii, 73.
Milne's Square, Ixxii.
Mint, Cowgate (s), 128 ; . St. Giles' Church, 34.
Minto House, 109.
Mons Meg, 23.
Moray House, 174; gatehouse, 177; pavilion, 177.
Moray Place, Ixxv.
Morocco Land, 182.
Morton Hall, 236.
Morton House, 236.
24A Morton's Entry, carved stone, 265.
Moubray House, 94.
Moultrie's Hill, lxxv.
Municipal government, xlii, xlvii.
94 Murrayfie1d Gardens, carved stones, 243 .
Murrayfield House, 227.
National Bank of Scotland, Leith, 259.
National Museum of Antiquities, carved stones, etc., 215.
Nelson Monument, 213.
Nether Bow Port, xl, xlv, lxii, Ixiv H.; carved stones, 123.
New Street, Ixxii.
New Town, history, xxxviii, lii, Ixxii ff.; monuments,
184 H.

Newhaven, see Leith.
Newhaven Post-Office, carved stone, 266.
Nicolson Square, Ixxiii.
65 Nicolson Street, Ixxiii; carved stone, 214.
Niddry Street, house, 101 .
Nisbet of Dirleton's House, 162
North Bridge, lii, Ixxiii.
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Roseburn House, 230.
Royal Blind Asylum, carved stones, .244 .
Royal Circus, Ixxv.
Royal Exchange, lxxii, 87.
Royal High School, carved stone, 213.
Royal Terrace, lxxviii.
Rude Chapel (s), 216.

North FoJ lis Close, 90.
North Gray's Close, 92.
North Leith Burial Ground, sepulchral monuments, 252
i.e., Forrester, 253; Huiton, 252; Lawason, 253;
Lundy, 253; Smith, 252 f.; Yeaman, 253.
North Loch, drainage of, xxxvi, lxxiii ff.
" Old Infirmary", 243.
Old Playhouse Close, 179.
" Old Tolbooth ", Dean, 226.
Outlying Districts, monuments, 217.
Outlook Tower, 72.
Painted ceilings, Abbey Strand, 157; Edinburgh Castle,
22; Dean House, 216; Gladstone's Land, 77; Holyroodhouse, 151; National Museum of Antiquities, 216.
Palace of Holyroodhouse, 144; architectural description,
146; history, 144; "Queen Mary's Bath ", 151;
sundial, 152.
" Palace of Mary of Guise" (s), 126.
Panels, Trades Maiden Hospital, 245.
Parliament Close (s), 128.
Parliament House, 90.
Picardy Place, lii, lxxv.
Pilrig House, 220.
Pirrie's Close, 181.
Plate, Canongate Church, 154; George Heriot's Hospital,
II4; Greyfriars Church, 47; ~t. Mary's Church,
Leith, 251; St. Ninian's Church, North Leith, 252;
Trinity College Church, 38; Tron Church, 35.
Ports, lix, !xv.
Ports burgh, barony, lix, lxxiii; history, lix; superiority
xxxviii, xlix.
II Potter Row, carved stone, 125.
Preceptory of Knights of St. John (s), 126.
Princes Street, lxxiv, 192.
Public Library, carved stones, 125.
38 Quality Street, 259.
" Queen Mary's Bath ", 151.
Queen Street, lxxiv; houses, 197-203.
Queensberry House, 160.
Rae's Close, 183.
Ramparts, King's Park, 247.
Ravelston House, 228.
Redford House, carved stones, 243.
Regalia, 23.
Regent Road, lxxv.
Regent Terrace, lxxviii.
Register House, see General Register House.
Reid's Court, 163.
Restalrig, barony, Ix; carved stones, 265; Church, 253 ;
superiority, xxxviii, lv, liv; tolbooth, lxi; tower, lxi;
Village, 262. See also Leith.
Restalrig Church, 253; font, 254; tombstones, 254.
73 Restalrig Road, carved stones, 265.
Restalrig Village, 262.
Riddle's Close, 83.
Riddle's Court, 81.
Robertson's Court, 157.
Roseburn Gardens, carved stone, 243.

St. Andrew Square, Ixxiv; houses, 188 ff.
St. Andrew Street, 203.
18 St. Andrew Street, Leith, carved stones, 265.
St. Andrew's Church, lxxiv, 184.
St. Anne's School, 101.
St. Anthony's Chapel, etc., 217.
St. Anthony's Friary, Newhaven, lvii, 254.
St. Bernard's Well, 239.
St. Cecilia's Hall, 101.
St. Cuthbert's Church, 185; sepulchral monuments, 185,
i .e., Biggar, 187; Finlay, 186; Nisbet, 185; Pont, 186 ;
Renny, 186.
St. David Street, 203.
St. George's Church, 184.
St. George's Square, lxxiii.
St. Giles' Church, 25; architectural description, 30;
bells, 33; history, xliv, 25; sepulchral monuments, 33.
St. James' Square, lxxv, lxxviii, 2II.
St. John Street, lxxii.
St. John's Close, 178.
67 St. Leonard's Hill, 212, 216.
St. Leonard's Hospital (s), 216.
St. Leonard's Street, houses, 212.
St. Margaret's Chapel, Edinburgh Castle, 13.
St. Margaret's Well, 239.
St. Mary in the Fields, church (s), 125; see also Kirk 0'
Field.
" St. Mary of Placentia ", nunnery of (s), 216.
St. Mary's Chapel (s), 216.
St. Mary's Church, Leith, lvii, lxi, 250; plate, 25 1 ;
tombstones, 251.
St. Mary's Hospital (s), 126.
26 St. Mary's Street, carved stone, 124.
SS. Mary and James Chapel, Newhaven, 254.
St. Nicholas' Chapel (s), North Leith, 266.
St. Ninian's Church, North Leith, lvii, 251; bell, 25 2 ;
plate, 252.
St. Ninian's Manse, North Leith, 251.
St. Patrick's Church, 41.
St. Paul's Hospital (s), 184.
St. Roque's Chapel (s), 249.
St. Sebastian's Chapel (s), 216.
St. Thomas' Church Hall, carved stones, 264.
St. Thomas' Hospital (s), 184.
St. Triduana's Well, lxi, 253.
Sciennes, nunnery (s), 249.
Sempill's Close, 72.
Sepulchral monuments, Ashfield, 244; Astley Ainslie
Institute, 245; Bruntsfield House, 234; Canongate
Church, 154; Greyfriars Churchyard, 48; Holyrood,
136; Huntly House, 172; Lady Stair's House, 80;
Lady Yester's Church, 71; Magdalen Chapel, 44' ;
North Leith Burial-ground, 252; Restalrig Church,
254; St. Cuthbert's Churchyard, 185; St. Giles'
Church, 33; St. Mary's Church, Leith, 25 1 .
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Shoemakers Land, 179.
Slater's Court, 164, 166.
Somerville's Land, Ixx.
South Bridge, Ixxviii; carved stones at Number 56, 124.
South Gray's Close, 99.
Statue of Charles II, 122.
Stenhouse, dovecot, 241.
Strichen's Close, 94.
Superiority, Broughton, XXXVlll (see also "Broughton
Deal "); Canongate, xxxviii, xlix, liii, liv, Ivi; Leith,
xlix, I, lv, lvi, Iviii; Portsburgh, xxxviii, xlix; Restalrig,
xxxviii, lv, Ivii.
Surgeon's Hall, II9.
Symbol Stone, xxxv, 215.
Tailors' Hall, 105; carved stone, 109; demolished
house, 108.
Telfer Wall, lxv, 121.
Thistle Court, lxxiv, 204.
" Timber Bush ", Leith, 256.
Timber construction, lxx, 74.
Tolbooth Wynd, carved stone, 265 .
Tolbooths, Canongate, liii, 173; Edinburgh (s), xl, 127;
Leith (s), 267 .
Tombstones, see Sepulchral Monuments.
Town Walls, xl, lxii; Flodden Wall, 120; King's Wall,
!xii; TelferWall, 121.
Trades Maiden Hospital, panels, 245 .
Trinity College Church, 36; altar-piece, 38; bell, 38;
plate, 38.
Trinity House, carved stones, 265 .
Tron (s), 126 .
Tron Church, 35; bell, 36 ; plate, 35.
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Trunk's Close, 94.
Tweeddale House, 99.
University of Edinburgh, xlviii, lxxviii,
stones from old College, ITS.

II4;

carved

Vennel, tower in, lxiv.
Viewforth, carved stone, 262.
" Vouts ", Leith, 256 .
Walls, see Town Walls.
Warriston's Close, carved stones, 124, 172, 243.
Water of Leith, village, lxi, 226.
Water Supply, lii, Ixxi fI. See also Wells.
Waterloo Place, lxxv.
13 Waters' Close, 257.
17 Watson Crescent, carved stone, 244.
Weigh-House (s), 126.
Well-House Tower, Edinburgh Castle, II.
Wells, Drylaw House, 225; Edinburgh Castle, I I, 15;
Grange House, 241; Roseburn House, 231; St.
Bernard's, 239; St. Margaret's, 239; St. Triduana's,
253 . See also Water Supply.
West Bow, houses, 103 f.
West Port, lix, lxii, Ixv; carved stones, 214 .
West Warriston House, 221.
White Horse Close, 158.
Wilson's Court, 164.
Windmills, John Watson's School, 241; Leith, 256.
World's End Close, carved stone, 123.
York Place, Ixxv.
5B and 7 York Place, chapel, 187.
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