
North Berwick Law

ID 78

Site number 1.01

Visible on 3D

Classification Hut circle

Confidence on class 5

Period Prehistoric

Confidence on period 5

Description An oval hut circle, set into the slope at the NE, measuring 6.3m from NW to SE by 4m 
transversely within a bank up to 1.8m thick and 0.2m high. It is overlain by hut circle 
1.2 to the SE.
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Canmore site descript
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Linework complete
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ID 79

Site number 1.02

Visible on 3D

Classification Hut circle

Confidence on class 5

Period Prehistoric

Confidence on period 5

Canmore site descript

Numlink 56674

Oblique aerial photog

Ground Photograph

Easting 355408

Northing 684040

Linework complete

Text complete



Description A hut circle, set into the slope to the NE, measuring 8.6m from NW to SE by 7.4m 
transversely within a stony bank up to 2m thick and 0.3m high. There is no clear sign of 
an entrance but a lip at the rear (NE)  may represent the scarp for a roof.
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1st edition 6 inch
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Field visit

ID 80

Site number 1.03

Visible on 3D

Classification Hut circle (possible)

Confidence on class 3

Period Prehistoric

Confidence on period 5

Description A possible oval hut circle measuring about 7m from NW to SE by 4.5m internally. There 
is no sign of the 'hearth' mentioned in 2000 (MS1039/72), which would be a very 
unusual feature.
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Canmore site descript
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Field visit

Oblique aerial photog

Ground Photograph

Easting 355413

Northing 684030

Linework complete

Text complete

ID 84

Site number 1.04

Visible on 3D

Classification House Platform (poss); Wall (poss)

Confidence on class 3

Oblique aerial photog

Ground Photograph

Easting 355467

Northing 684056

Linework complete

Text complete



Period Prehistoric

Confidence on period 4

Description This possible house platform stands at the edge of a natural terrace on the rocky SW 
flank of North Berwick Law, immediately to the W of hut circle (1.6). It measures about 
8m from E to W by 6m transversely and has a scarp 0.3m high at the rear. The edge-set 
stones depicted on the W in 1954 are bedrock. A stretch of possible wall-face stands 
immediately to the N and measures 3.5m in length and about 0.5m in height.
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Field visit

ID 85

Site number 1.05

Visible on 3D

Classification Natural feature

Confidence on class 3

Period

Confidence on period

Description A hut circle was recorded about 10m to the NE of hut circle (1.4) by RCAHMS in 1954. 
The site is visible as a scoop which appears to be defined by ?quarried bedrock to the N 
and E and a slight swelling to the W, and the edge-set boulders surveyed at the time 
may not be part of a structure. The OS Mastermap position is incorrect, lying some 
13m to the ENE of the feature.
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Canmore site descript
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Linework complete

Text complete



ID 86

Site number 1.06

Visible on 3D

Classification Hut circle

Confidence on class 5

Period Prehistoric

Confidence on period 5

Description  This well-preserved hut circle stands at the edge of a natural terrace on the rocky SW 
flank of North Berwick Law. Set into the slope, it measures about 4.7m in diameter 
within a boulder bank with internal and external facing stones up to 1.5m in length, 
0.6m in breadth and 1m in height. There may be an entrance to the SE.
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RCAHMS 1954

Headland 2000
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1st edition 6 inch

2nd edition 25 inch

Canmore site descript

Numlink 56674

Field visit

Oblique aerial photog
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Easting 355475
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Linework complete

Text complete

ID 87

Site number 1.07

Visible on 3D

Classification Natural feature

Confidence on class 4

Period

Confidence on period

Canmore site descript

Numlink 56674

Oblique aerial photog

Ground Photograph

Easting 355476

Northing 684052

Linework complete

Text complete



Description A scoop, apparently natural, is located immediately to the NW of feature 1.8. It 
measures approximately 10m from N to S by 8m transversely and was identified by 
RCAHMS in 1954.
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Field visit

ID 88

Site number 1.08

Visible on 3D

Classification Hut circle

Confidence on class 4

Period Prehistoric

Confidence on period 4

Description A small hut circle is located on a natural terrace on the rocky SW flank of North Berwick 
Law, below a cliff. The hut measures about 7m from E to W by at least 6m transversely 
within a rear scarp 0.5m in height and a bank up to 1.5m thick and up to 0.3m in 
height. The hut circle stands within an oval enclosure that measures about 23m from E 
to W by about 10m transversely within a stone-faced wall best preserved at the SW 
where it measures 1.5m in thickness and 0.5m in height. These features have 
previously been recorded as two hut circles (RCAHMS 1954; OS Mastermap).
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1st edition 6 inch

2nd edition 25 inch

Canmore site descript

Numlink 56674

Field visit

Oblique aerial photog
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Linework complete

Text complete

ID 89

Site number 1.09

Visible on 3D

Classification Hut circle

Confidence on class 4

Oblique aerial photog

Ground Photograph

Easting 355545

Northing 684046

Linework complete

Text complete



Period Prehistoric

Confidence on period 4

Description An oval hut circle measuring 7.9m from NW to SE by 6.8m transversely within a wall 
defined by boulders that measure up to 1m in height by 1m in breadth by 0.5m in 
thickness. Situated 15m E of 1.8.
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Canmore site descript

Numlink 56674

Field visit

ID 97

Site number 1.10

Visible on 3D

Classification Natural feature

Confidence on class 4

Period

Confidence on period

Description Identified as a hut circle in 1954 and in subsequent surveys (Headland 1.10), this 
feature appears to be a fortuitous arrangement of natural boulders.
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Canmore site descript
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Field visit

Oblique aerial photog

Ground Photograph

Easting 355614

Northing 684074

Linework complete

Text complete



ID 98

Site number 1.11

Visible on 3D

Classification House platform

Confidence on class 3

Period Prehistoric

Confidence on period 4

Description A house platform that measures about 7m from N to S by 10m transversely, standing 
on a revetted mound some 2m in height.
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Canmore site descript
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Field visit
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Linework complete
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ID 99

Site number 1.12

Visible on 3D

Classification House platform (s)

Confidence on class 3

Period Prehistoric

Confidence on period 3

Canmore site descript

Numlink 56674

Oblique aerial photog

Ground Photograph

Easting 355661

Northing 684090

Linework complete

Text complete



Description A sub-rectangular platform which measures about 16m from NE to SW by 7m 
transversely. There is a bank about  1.5m in thickness at the SW end, an external 
revetment along the SE side, and a possible entrance to the S. A second platform, not 
previously recorded, stands immediately to the NE at a higher level and measures 
12.5m from NE to SW by 10m transversely. The OS Mastermap plot is 12m to the N.
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Field visit

ID 100

Site number 1.13

Visible on 3D

Classification Natural feature

Confidence on class 4

Period

Confidence on period

Description A scoop, probably natural, which measures about 7.8m from NE to SW by at least 4m 
transversely. Situated 15m E of 1.12 (W).
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ID 101

Site number 1.14

Visible on 3D

Classification Natural feature

Confidence on class 4

Oblique aerial photog

Ground Photograph
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Northing 684065

Linework complete

Text complete



Period

Confidence on period

Description A small scoop, about 3.6m in diameter, which is probably natural.
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Field visit

ID 102

Site number 1.15

Visible on 3D

Classification House platform

Confidence on class 4

Period Prehistoric

Confidence on period 4

Description A well-defined oval house platform measuring 7.8m from N to S by 8.3m transversely.
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ID 103

Site number 1.16

Visible on 3D

Classification House platform

Confidence on class 4

Period Prehistoric

Confidence on period 4

Description A well defined house platform measuring about 8m from N to S by 7m transversely 
within a rear scarp and a front apron.

RCAHMS 1924
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Canmore site descript
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Field visit
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Linework complete

Text complete

ID 104

Site number 1.17

Visible on 3D

Classification House platform

Confidence on class 4

Period Prehistoric

Confidence on period 4

Canmore site descript

Numlink 56674

Oblique aerial photog

Ground Photograph

Easting 355680

Northing 684020

Linework complete

Text complete



Description A well defined oval house platform measuring about 9.5m from NE to SW by about 
6.5m within a rear scarp and an indistinct front apron.
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Field visit

ID 105

Site number 1.18

Visible on 3D

Classification Field system

Confidence on class 5

Period Prehistoric; post-medieval

Confidence on period 4

Description This field system covers the lower SE flank of North Berwick Law, measuring as much as 
330m from E to W by up to 140m transversely. It combines prehistoric elements with 
much later features.

No features of the field system were recorded by the OS in 1975 and they are not 
therefore depicted on Mastermap.

RCAHMS 1924

RCAHMS 1954

Headland 2000

Mastermap 2016

1st edition 6 inch

2nd edition 25 inch

Canmore site descript

Numlink 56674

Field visit

Oblique aerial photog

Ground Photograph

Easting 355582

Northing 683966

Linework complete

Text complete

ID 81

Site number 1.19

Visible on 3D

Classification Natural feature

Confidence on class 4

Oblique aerial photog

Ground Photograph

Easting 355384

Northing 684071

Linework complete

Text complete



Period

Confidence on period

Description The feature identified on the 1954 RCAHMS plan as the rear scarp of a platform has 
been interpreted here as a natural feature. It is located 25m to the NW of Hut Circle 
1.1.
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Field visit

ID 90

Site number 1.20

Visible on 3D

Classification Natural feature

Confidence on class 4

Period

Confidence on period

Description About 13m to the N of house platform 1.4 there is an ill-defined natural scoop about 
6m in diameter which was identifed in 1954. This is probably a natural feature.
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Canmore site descript
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Text complete



ID 91

Site number 1.21

Visible on 3D

Classification Enclosure

Confidence on class 4

Period Prehistoric

Confidence on period 5

Description A hut circle identified at this position in 1954 has been identified here as part of an 
enclosure surrounding hut circle 1.8.
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Canmore site descript
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Linework complete

Text complete

ID 92

Site number 1.22

Visible on 3D

Classification Natural feature

Confidence on class 4

Period

Confidence on period

Canmore site descript

Numlink 56674

Oblique aerial photog

Ground Photograph

Easting 355556

Northing 684050

Linework complete

Text complete



Description A shallow scoop which measures about 9m from E to W by at least 6m transversely 
within a rear scarp 0.3m in height. Probably a natural feature. This was identified by 
RCAHMS in 1954 but was not subsequently noted by the OS or Headland.  Situated 8m 
E of 1.9.
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Field visit

ID 93

Site number 1.23

Visible on 3D

Classification Natural feature

Confidence on class 4

Period

Confidence on period

Description This well defined oval platform measures about 20m from ENE to WSW by 8.5m 
transversely. Though depicted on OS Mastermap, it appears to be a natural terrace and 
may simply be a transposition of the archaeological feature identified by RCAHMS in 
1954 which lies 11m to the S.
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Canmore site descript
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ID 94

Site number 1.24

Visible on 3D

Classification House platform

Confidence on class 3

Oblique aerial photog

Ground Photograph
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Linework complete

Text complete



Period Prehistoric

Confidence on period 3

Description A well defined rectangular platform measuring 13m from E to W by 8m transversely 
within a rear scarp and a front apron both 0.5m high . Situated 28m E of 1.9.
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Field visit

ID 95

Site number 1.25

Visible on 3D

Classification House platform

Confidence on class 4

Period Prehistoric

Confidence on period 4

Description Standing about 6m to the E of a drystone dyke, there is a probable house platform 
measuring at least 9m from E to W by 7m transversely within a partly natural front 
apron, revetted at its base, some 3m in height.
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Canmore site descript
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Linework complete

Text complete



ID 96

Site number 1.26

Visible on 3D

Classification House platform (poss)

Confidence on class 2

Period Prehistoric

Confidence on period 4

Description Standing about 8m to the E of 21, there is a scoop identfied in 1954 as a house 
platform. It measures about 8m in diameter within a rear scarp 0.2m in height. The 
possible facing stones along the front may be natural exposed within quarry scoops.
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Canmore site descript
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Linework complete

Text complete

ID 124

Site number 1.27

Visible on 3D

Classification Bank (part of 1.18)

Confidence on class 4

Period Prehistoric

Confidence on period 3

Canmore site descript

Numlink 56674

Oblique aerial photog

Ground Photograph

Easting 355671

Northing 684001

Linework complete

Text complete



Description A short section of bank about 8.8m from NNW to SSE, and a break of slope to its E. 
Possibly depicted in 1954 as a house platform.
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Field visit

ID 125

Site number 1.28

Visible on 3D

Classification Bank (part of 1.18)

Confidence on class 4

Period Prehistoric

Confidence on period 3

Description A short section of bank about 11m from N to S. Depicted in 1954 as a possible house 
platform or hut circle.
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Canmore site descript
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ID 118

Site number 10.1

Visible on 3D

Classification Plantation bank

Confidence on class 5

Oblique aerial photog
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Easting 355876

Northing 684282

Linework complete

Text complete



Period Post-medieval

Confidence on period 5

Description See site description.
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Field visit

ID 136

Site number 10.2

Visible on 3D

Classification Plantation bank (NE flank)

Confidence on class 4

Period 18th century

Confidence on period 4

Description See site description.
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Canmore site descript

Numlink 359708

Field visit
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ID 137

Site number 10.3

Visible on 3D

Classification Bank

Confidence on class 4

Period Post-medieval

Confidence on period 4

Description See site description.
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Canmore site descript

Numlink 359708
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ID 138

Site number 10.4

Visible on 3D

Classification Plantation bank

Confidence on class 4

Period 18th century

Confidence on period 4

Canmore site descript

Numlink 359708

Oblique aerial photog

Ground Photograph

Easting 355797

Northing 684172

Linework complete

Text complete



Description See site description.
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Field visit

ID 139

Site number 10.5

Visible on 3D

Classification Banks

Confidence on class 4

Period Post-medieval

Confidence on period 4

Description See site description.
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Canmore site descript

Numlink 359708
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Site number 10.6

Visible on 3D

Classification Bank
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Oblique aerial photog

Ground Photograph

Easting 355713

Northing 684096

Linework complete

Text complete



Period Post medieval

Confidence on period 4

Description See site description.
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Field visit

ID 119

Site number 11

Visible on 3D

Classification Curling pond

Confidence on class 5

Period 19th century

Confidence on period 5

Description The remains of a curling pond are visible in very wet and marshy ground to the NE of 
North Berwick Law. The pond was constructed in the second half of the 19th century 
and is first depicted on the 2nd edition of the OS 6-inch map (Haddingtonshire 1895, 
Sheet II.SE). A small roofed building is depicted on the south side of the pond at NT 
c.5576 8445 but no remains were found on the date of visit. 
Visited by HES Survey and Recording (GFG) 22 February 2018.
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ID 120

Site number 12

Visible on 3D

Classification Cultivation remains; tracks

Confidence on class 5

Period Post-medieval

Confidence on period 5

Description Remains of rig and furrow cultivation extend across a field immediately to the south of 
the Law quarry (NT58SE 136). The area measures about 410m from ENE to WSW by up 
to 100m transversely and slopes gently to the N. The individual rigs are aligned from 
ESE to WNW and measure up to 8m in breadth and 0.3m in height. 
The field was called ‘Law Bank’ on an estate map of 1804 and belonged to a now 
demolished farm that stood at NT 5536 8372 (NAS RHP 1726). The same map depicts 
the straight S boundary of this field as a regular ‘belt of planting’, presumably indicating 
that it was established recently separating the bank from the larger field to the S and 
providing a terminus ante quem of c.1800. The rigs are overlain by a later trackway and 
a path at the E end; the track is depicted on the 1st edition of the OS 6-inch map 
(Haddingtonshire 1854, Sheet 2). Further tracks can be seen running along the S part of 
the field from W to E. 
Visited by HES Survey and Recording (GFG) 22 February 2018
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Canmore site descript
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ID 121

Site number 13

Visible on 3D

Classification Reservoir; well

Confidence on class 5

Period Modern

Confidence on period 5

Canmore site descript

Numlink 356984

Oblique aerial photog

Ground Photograph

Easting 355491

Northing 684085

Linework complete

Text complete



Description Situated on the SW flank of North Berwick Law is a small modern reservoir that is 
retained behind a dam. The dam comprises a central section of brick wall 3.2m long 
from WNW to ESE by 0.23m in thickness and 0.71m in height, and a concrete abutment 
at each end. That on the W measures only 0.6m in length and links the brick wall to a 
protruding section of bedrock; that on the E measures 2.2m in length before being 
obscured by the turf. An overflow pipe is set just below the top of the brick wall at its 
WNW end. 
A well is depicted here on the 1st edition of the 6-inch OS map (Haddingtonshire 1854, 
Sheet 2). 
Visited by HES Survey and Recording (JRS, AMcC) 21 February 2018.
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Field visit

ID 122

Site number 14

Visible on 3D

Classification Triangulation pillar, graffiti

Confidence on class 5

Period Modern

Confidence on period 5

Description The redundant Ordnance Survey triangulation pillar on the summit of North Berwick 
Law is constructed of concrete and set on solid rock. The white-painted pillar has 
facetted corners and measures 0.6m square at the base tapering to 0.36m square at a 
height of 1.23m. The flat top still retains its brass base-plate and instrument securing 
rings, and on the W side there is a flush-bracket with the serial number ‘S3063’. 
Visited by HES Survey and Recording (JRS, AMcC) 19 February 2018.
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Canmore site descript
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ID 82

Site number 15

Visible on 3D

Classification Quarry

Confidence on class 4

Oblique aerial photog

Ground Photograph

Easting 355400

Northing 684073

Linework complete

Text complete



Period Period unknown

Confidence on period 4

Description A quarry measuring about 16m from NE to SW by 6m transversely is located about 
85m to the WSW of  the dam.
Visited by HES Survey and Recording (GFG, LB) February 2018
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Field visit

ID 123

Site number 16

Visible on 3D

Classification Enclosure

Confidence on class 3

Period Period unknown

Confidence on period 5

Description This enclosure is situated on a natural shelf that lies a little more than half way up the 
steep N flank of North Berwick Law. Roughly D-shaped on plan with the chord of the D 
formed by the foot of the steep natural slope at the rear (S side) of the shelf, the 
enclosure measures about 67m from WNW to ESE by 23m transversely within a wall 
now largely reduced to little more than a grass-grown boulder bank 2.5m in thickness. 
No internal features were identified on the date of visit and there is no obvious 
entrance. The date and function of the enclosure are not known, and the fact that a 
fence was erected along its wall at a later date may simply be coincidence 
(Haddingtonshire 1907, Sheet 11.02).
Visited by HES Survey and Recording (JRS, LB) 20 February 2018.
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Canmore site descript
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ID 126

Site number 17

Visible on 3D

Classification Building

Confidence on class 5

Period Modern

Confidence on period 5

Description At the foot of the NW flank of North Berwick Law there are the remains of a small 
building. These remains comprise a concrete floor, measuring 5.75m from NE to SW by 
1.48m transversely, and a short set of (slightly displaced) concrete steps which has 
provided entry to the NE end of the NW (downhill) side. The building, which 
presumably once had a timber superstructure, appears to have been divided into two 
compartments, probably with a connecting door or space. The surface of the floor in 
the NE compartment contains a shallow drainage channel running along its SE side and 
SW end, feeding into a drain adjacent to the centre of the NW side of the building. This 
and the presence of sockets for vertical timbers indicate that the compartment 
contained probably shower cubicles. The floor of the SW compartment was largely 
obscured by a cover of soil and grass on the date of visit, but there is a shallow 
drainage channel along at least part of its SE side. 
Visited by HES Survey and Recording (JRS) 21 February 2018.
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Canmore site descript
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ID 127

Site number 18

Visible on 3D

Classification Quarry

Confidence on class 5

Period Modern

Confidence on period 4

Canmore site descript

Numlink 356986

Oblique aerial photog

Ground Photograph

Easting 355430

Northing 684340

Linework complete

Text complete



Description At the foot of the NW flank of North Berwick Law there is a disused and now heavily 
overgrown quarry that has been dug into the slope to a depth of more than 4m on the 
uphill side and 1m on the downhill. It measures about 140m from NE to SW by at least 
16m transversely and there is a low mound of upcast along its lower edge and NE end. 
The quarry is accessed from the SW by a metalled trackway that is depicted on the 1st 
edition of the OS 6-inch map (Haddingtonshire Sheet 2, 1853) but not on later editions. 
Visited by HES Survey and Recording (JRS, GFG, AM) 13 September 2018.
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Mastermap 2016

1st edition 6 inch

2nd edition 25 inch

Field visit

ID 128

Site number 19

Visible on 3D

Classification Quarry

Confidence on class 5

Period Period unknown

Confidence on period 5

Description Close to the foot of the N flank of North Berwick Law there is a grass-grown quarry that 
measures about 12m from E to W by 5m transversely and 2m in depth on the uphill 
side where there is some bare rock visible in the turf. The quarry is not depicted on the 
1st edition of the OS 6-inch map (Haddingtonshire 1853, Sheet 2) or on later editions 
and therefore presumably dates to an earlier period.
Visited by HES Survey and Recording (JRS) 21 February 2018.
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Canmore site descript
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Linework complete
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ID 106

Site number 2

Visible on 3D

Classification Drystone dyke

Confidence on class 5

Oblique aerial photog

Ground Photograph

Easting 355613

Northing 684016

Linework complete

Text complete



Period Post-medieval

Confidence on period 5

Description The footings of a drystone dyke, now reduced to little more than a low spread of stone 
contained within facing stones up to 1.2m apart, extend from the edge of a modern 
quarry (at NT 55631 83962) for a distance of about 125m in a NNW direction at which 
point it continues intermittently across outcropping rock terraces towards the N for 
some 70m. Just to the E there is a parallel bank which begins at the quarry edge but 
runs for only 38m. The dyke was presumably intended to control livestock, and it 
seems to overlie the earlier field system (NT58SE).
A boundary is depicted here on estate map from 1804 (NAS RHP1726), indicating that 
the feature is probably post-medieval in date. The line of the wall is also indicated on 
the 1st edition of the OS 6-inch map by the position of six trees (Haddingtonshire Sheet 
2, 1854). 
Visited by HES Survey and Recording (GFG, JRS, LB, AM) 20 February 2018.
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Canmore site descript

Numlink 357165

Field visit

ID 129

Site number 20

Visible on 3D

Classification Waterworks

Confidence on class 5

Period 19th century

Confidence on period 5

Description See site description.
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1st edition 6 inch

2nd edition 25 inch

Canmore site descript

Numlink 359720
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ID 130

Site number 21

Visible on 3D

Classification Cist, Arrowhead (s) flint; Human remains

Confidence on class 5

Period Prehistoric

Confidence on period 3

Description The probable remains of a prehistoric burial were found near North Berwick Law in the 
middle of the 19th century. Ferrier notes (1878, 29) that ‘A few years ago a 
ploughman, working in a field lying a little to the east of the Law, came upon a stone 
cist containing a skeleton, which, on being handled, fell to dust. The stone cist, 
however, still remains. Some flint arrows which were found in the cist were removed 
to Leuchie House [NT58SE 47], and there may be seen by the curious’.
Leuchie House, also sometime known as North Berwick House, was the home of Sir 
Hew Hamilton-Dalrymple, (1814-1887), who owned a considerable amount of land and 
property in and around North Berwick, and it must be a fair assumption that the cist 
was found on his land. The present whereabouts of the arrowheads is not known; 
Leuchie House is now run by a charity offering respite care.
Information from HES Survey and Recording (GFG) 20 April 2018.
(NBL21)
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Linework complete
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ID 131

Site number 22

Visible on 3D

Classification Quarry; refuse disposal site; buildings

Confidence on class 5

Period Post medieval

Confidence on period 5

Canmore site descript

Numlink 356479

Oblique aerial photog

Ground Photograph

Easting 355477

Northing 683917

Linework complete

Text complete



Description See site description.
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1st edition 6 inch

2nd edition 25 inch

Field visit

ID 132

Site number 23

Visible on 3D

Classification Commemorative monument

Confidence on class 5

Period 20th century

Confidence on period 5

Description There is a commemorative monument on the summit of North Berwick Law, erected in 
1959, that takes the form of a brass plate 0.78m in diameter, giving distances and 
directions around the compass to places within view, set into the top of a mortared 
stone pillar 0.93m high, the top of which is formed by a single piece of sandstone with 
a moulded outer edge. An inscription on the plate records that the monument was 
‘Erected by his many friends to the memory of John Wallace Menzies, Solicitor and 
Town Clerk in North Berwick 1889-1956’. Around the foot of the indicator there is a 
low octagonal plinth, measuring about 2.4m across, formed by a granite kerb which 
retains a surface comprising stones set in cement. The pattern of these stones includes 
four triangles (edged by metal bars) of small edge-set stones, which point to the 
cardinal points. The areas between these triangular settings have been filled with 
cobble-sized stones.
Visited by HES Survey and Recording (JRS) 19 February 2018.
(NBL 23)
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Linework complete
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ID 133

Site number 24

Visible on 3D

Classification Quarry

Confidence on class 5

Oblique aerial photog

Ground Photograph

Easting 355705

Northing 684009

Linework complete

Text complete



Period Post-medieval

Confidence on period 5

Description A small grass-grown quarry at the foot of the SE flank of North Berwick Law is partially 
cut into an earlier field boundary. It is shallow, measuring about 6m from N to S by 3m 
transversely, and is open to the S. 
Visited by HES Survey and Recording (GFG) May 2018.
(NBL24)
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Canmore site descript

Numlink 359836

Field visit

ID 134

Site number 25

Visible on 3D

Classification Arch

Confidence on class 5

Period Modern

Confidence on period 5

Description There has been a whale bone arch on the summit of North Berwick Law since at least 
1789 (Redman 2004, 258-260). The current arch, the latest in a series, is a modern 
reproduction erected in 2007.
Visited by HES Survey and Recording (GFG) 13 September 2018. 
(NBL25)
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Linework complete

Text complete



ID 141

Site number 26

Visible on 3D

Classification Rig and furrow

Confidence on class 4

Period Post-medieval

Confidence on period 3

Description Fugitive traces of rig and furrow cultivation on the SE flank of North Berwick Law are 
visible on oblique aerial photographs taken in 1983 (RCAHMSAP) and on an image-
based model (HES 2018). Evidently the remains of a once much larger area of 
cultivation that extended into what is now a large arable field to the E and SE, the rigs 
occupy a comparatively small triangular area measuring about 120m from NE to SW by 
40m transversely. The individual rigs are aligned NNW and SSE, and measure from 
2.5m to 3.5m across. On the NW the rigs may have been contained within a bank (10.6) 
which has been breached by cultivation in its latest phase. Later paths cut across the 
area from NE to SW.
Information from HES Survey and Recording (GFG, DC) 25 October 2018 
(NBL26)
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ID 142

Site number 27

Visible on 3D

Classification Boundary bank

Confidence on class 5

Period Post medieval

Confidence on period 4

Canmore site descript

Numlink 360681

Oblique aerial photog

Ground Photograph

Easting 355393

Northing 684277

Linework complete

Text complete



Description A bank is situated on the NW flank of North Berwick Law close to the foot of the hill. It 
runs for some 37m from a steep cliff at its SE end to the line of the track which once 
accessed the quarry (NT58SE 141), where the NW end fades away. It measures some 
3.2m in width by about 0.3m in height and there is a ditch on its SW side. It is possible, 
though there is no direct evidence, that the bank may be associated with another 
(NT58SE 162), above the cliff. However, neither bank is depicted on readily available 
maps or estate plans, though an 1804 estate map (NRS: RHP1726) shows an area of 
bushes at this location. 
Visited by HES (GG, LB) 13 November 2018. 
(NBL27)
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ID 143

Site number 28

Visible on 3D

Classification Cupmarked rocks; socketed stone

Confidence on class 4

Period Prehistoric; modern

Confidence on period 5

Description Two groups of cupmarks and a socket are visible on bedrock outcrops on the summit of 
North Berwick Law just 55m WSW of the redundant OS triangulation pillar (NT58SE 
142), and within the perimeter of the fort. The first group is located on an outcrop 
measuring about 4m in length, 4m in greatest breadth and 0.5m in height, and 
comprises four cups on its upper surface. They measure up to 80mm in diameter by 
20mm in depth. The second group is situated on bedrock at ground level 3m to the ENE 
(NT 55584 84204), and comprises a pair of cup marks measuring about 100mm in 
diameter by 40mm in depth. 
A socket cut into bedrock lies 5.8m to the WSW of the 4 cup marks at NT 55575 84200. 
It measures 0.25m from N to S by 0.13m transversely and is 0.15m deep. Probably 
relatively modern and clearly unrelated to the cupmarks, this socket is very similar to 
another 50m to the N (at NT 55564 684249). 
Visited by HES (DC, LB, GG) 13 November 2018.
(NBL28)
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Canmore site descript
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Linework complete
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ID 144

Site number 29

Visible on 3D

Classification Socketed stone

Confidence on class 5

Oblique aerial photog

Ground Photograph

Easting 355575

Northing 684200

Linework complete

Text complete



Period Modern

Confidence on period 4

Description This socket measures 28cm in length by 15cm in width and 17cm in depth.
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1st edition 6 inch

2nd edition 25 inch

Canmore site descript

Numlink 360682

Field visit

ID 107

Site number 3

Visible on 3D

Classification Wall

Confidence on class 3

Period Period unknown

Confidence on period 4

Description A relatively level terrace on the SW flank of North Berwick Law is enclosed on the SW, 
W and N sides by a low grass-grown stony bank about 2m in thickness. Enclosing an 
area that measures 48m from N to S by at least 30m transversely, the bank turns to the 
N for about 10m at the N end, but cannot be traced further. The date and function of 
the enclosure is not known, but it is more likely to be a feature of post-medieval date 
than a feature related to the fort given its size and the ready comparison that can be 
made with the roundel on the E flank of the Law.
This wall was formally interpreted as part of the fort proper (Feachem 1963, 119), and 
the depiction on the current edition of OS Mastermap shows it continuing for some 
40m to the N.
Visited by HES Survey and Recording (GFG) 22 February 2018
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ID 146

Site number 30

Visible on 3D

Classification Trench

Confidence on class 5

Period Modern

Confidence on period 5

Description A trench extends for at least 260m along the foot of North Berwick Law to the S of Law 
Quarry. The trench carried a pipe that presumably linked up elements of the water 
supply of North Berwick and is modern in date. A manhole cover is visible at the W 
end, and an East Lothian Water Board marker stone stands at the E end.
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Canmore site descript
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Linework complete

Text complete

ID 145

Site number 31

Visible on 3D

Classification Dam (possible)

Confidence on class 4

Period Modern

Confidence on period 4

Canmore site descript

Numlink 360965

Oblique aerial photog

Ground Photograph

Easting 355687

Northing 683913

Linework complete

Text complete



Description What appears to be a dam, possibly built to create an otherwise undocumented curling 
pond, is located in the hollow to the S of North Berwick Law, between the foot of the 
hill itself and the rising agricultural ground to the S. Visible as a grass-grown earthen 
mound, it measures some 20m from N to S by about 10m transversely and is only 0.3m 
high along its W edge. However, the E side is about 1m high which seems to indicate 
that the ground there has been removed to that depth. And while no N or E edge to 
this cutting can be easily identified, the S edge can be traced as a scarp for about 70m 
from W to E. The dam is cut by a modern pipe-trench, marked by an East Lothian 
Water Board post, which runs off to the W and possibly also to the E.
Visited by HES (GFG, DC, LB) 13 November 2018.
(NBL31)
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Field visit

ID 147

Site number 32

Visible on 3D

Classification Boundary bank

Confidence on class 3

Period Post medieval

Confidence on period 3

Description A grass-grown stony bank is visible running along the top of a break in slope at the E 
edge of the prehistoric settlement (NT58SE 10). It measures about 1.5m in thickness by 
0.2m in height and extends for a distance of at least 35m from N to S. This bank, which 
overlies another (10.3), corresponds to the W edge of a plantation that is depicted on 
an estate map of 1804 (NRS: RHP1726), but it could equally be of much earlier date, 
defining the E edge of the field-system that occupies the lower slopes of the S flank of 
the hill. There is no evidence to support previous suggestions that the bank forms part 
of the defences of the fort on the summit (RCAHMS 1954, Feachem 1963). 
Visited by HES (GFG, DC, LB) 13 November 2018. 
(NBL32)
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Canmore site descript
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ID 149

Site number 33

Visible on 3D

Classification Building

Confidence on class 5

Oblique aerial photog

Ground Photograph

Easting 355864

Northing 684246

Linework complete

Text complete



Period Modern

Confidence on period 5

Description A building which is visible at this location on an oblique aerial photograph taken in 
1983 (RCAHMSAP) has been removed. 
Information from HES Survey and Recording (GFG) 15 November 2018
(NBL33)
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Canmore site descript
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Field visit

ID 150

Site number 34

Visible on 3D

Classification Farmstead

Confidence on class 5

Period Post-medieval

Confidence on period 4

Description Nothing can now be seen of Hardrigg farmstead, which is depicted on an 1804 estate 
map (NRS: RHP1726), and its site lies at the edge of a cultivated field. The steading 
appears to have been removed before 1853, the year in which the survey for the 1st 
edition of the 6-inch map (Haddingtonshire 1854, Sheet 2) was undertaken. 
Information from HES Survey and Recording (GFG) 10 October 2018.
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Canmore site descript

Numlink 0
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Linework complete

Text complete



ID 151

Site number 35

Visible on 3D

Classification Farmstead

Confidence on class 5

Period Post-medieval

Confidence on period 4

Description Nothing can now be seen of Law Side farmsteading, which is depicted on an 1804 
estate map (NRS: RHP1726), and its site lies at the edge of a cultivated field. The 
steading, which contained four buildings lying immediately S of a stackyard, appears to 
have been removed before 1853, the year in which the survey for the 1st edition of the 
6-inch map (Haddingtonshire 1854, Sheet 2) was undertaken. 
Information from HES Survey and Recording (GFG) 10 October 2018
(NBL35)
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Canmore site descript
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ID 152

Site number 36

Visible on 3D

Classification Gravel pit

Confidence on class 5

Period Post-medieval

Confidence on period 5

Canmore site descript

Numlink 360976

Oblique aerial photog

Ground Photograph

Easting 35620

Northing 68377

Linework complete

Text complete



Description Nothing can now be seen of this gravel-pit, the site of which lies in a large cultivated 
field NE of Bonnington farmsteading. The pit is depicted on an 1804 estate map (NRS: 
RHP1726) but it is not shown on the 1st edition of the 6-inch map (Haddingtonshire 
1854, Sheet 2), probably an indication that it had already been abandoned and filled-in 
before 1853, the year in which the survey for the map was undertaken. 
Information from HES Survey and Recording (GFG) 10 October 2018
(NBL36)
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Field visit

ID 153

Site number 37

Visible on 3D

Classification School

Confidence on class 5

Period Post-medieval

Confidence on period 5

Description An ‘Old School House’ is depicted at this location on an 1804 estate map (NRS: 
RHP1726) but is not shown on the current edition of OS Mastermap. 
Information from HES Survey and Recording (GFG) 15 November 2018
(NBL37)
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Canmore site descript
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Field visit

Oblique aerial photog
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Linework complete

Text complete

ID 154

Site number 38

Visible on 3D

Classification Building

Confidence on class 5

Oblique aerial photog

Ground Photograph

Easting 35630

Northing 68422

Linework complete

Text complete



Period Post-medieval

Confidence on period 4

Description Nothing can now be seen of this roadside building, probably a cottage, which is 
depicted standing on the NW side of a garden on an 1804 estate map (NRS: RHP1726). 
Its site now lies at the edge of a cultivated field. The structure is shown roofed on the 
1st edition of the 6-inch map (Haddingtonshire 1854, Sheet 2), though the garden is 
not depicted, and the absence of any depiction of either on the 2nd edition of the map 
(1895, Sheet II.SE) is probably a good indication that the site had been completely 
removed before 1893, the year in which the survey for the map was undertaken. 
Information from HES Survey and Recording (GFG) 15 November 2018
(NBL38)
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Field visit

ID 155

Site number 39

Visible on 3D

Classification Quarry

Confidence on class 5

Period Post-medieval

Confidence on period 5

Description This disused and partly infilled quarry is situated beneath a later field boundary 160m 
SE of Bonnyton farmsteading. It is first depicted as a gravel-pit on an 1804 estate map 
(NRS: RHP1726) then as a whinstone quarry on the 1st edition of the 6-inch map 
(Haddingtonshire 1854, sheet 2). It went out of use before 1893, the year the survey 
for the 2nd edition of the map (1895, Sheet II.SE) was undertaken.
Information from HES Survey and Recording (GFG) 15 November 2018
(NBL39)
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Canmore site descript
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Linework complete

Text complete



ID 108

Site number 4

Visible on 3D

Classification Hut

Confidence on class 5

Period Post-medieval

Confidence on period 5

Description This drystone hut has been constructed against a boulder about 50m N of the pond 
(NT58SE 139). Rectangular on plan, the hut measures about 4m from NE to SW by 
1.8m transversely within a stone wall 0.9m thick and up to 0.5m high.   
Visited by HES Survey and Recording (GFG) 20 February 2018
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Canmore site descript
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Field visit

Oblique aerial photog

Ground Photograph

Easting 355489

Northing 684133

Linework complete

Text complete

ID 109

Site number 5

Visible on 3D

Classification Observation post

Confidence on class 5

Period WW1 and WW2

Confidence on period 4

Canmore site descript

Numlink 73937

Oblique aerial photog

Ground Photograph

Easting 355610

Northing 684239

Linework complete

Text complete



Description See site description
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1st edition 6 inch

2nd edition 25 inch

Field visit

ID 110

Site number 6.1

Visible on 3D

Classification Signal station. Accommodation block.

Confidence on class 5

Period 19th century

Confidence on period 5

Description See site description
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Canmore site descript

Numlink 73938
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Linework complete
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ID 156

Site number 6.2a

Visible on 3D

Classification Hut; latrine (poss)

Confidence on class 4

Oblique aerial photog

Ground Photograph

Easting 55652

Northing 84249

Linework complete

Text complete



Period Post-medieval

Confidence on period 5

Description See site description
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2nd edition 25 inch

Canmore site descript

Numlink 73938

Field visit

ID 112

Site number 6.2b

Visible on 3D

Classification Signal station: enclosure; flagstaff

Confidence on class 5

Period 19th century

Confidence on period 5

Description The enclosure and flagstaff, but also note a building to the S of the enclosure
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Canmore site descript
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Field visit
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Easting 355658

Northing 684247

Linework complete

Text complete



ID 135

Site number 6.3

Visible on 3D

Classification Signal station. Building platform

Confidence on class 4

Period Modern

Confidence on period 4

Description About 4.5m to the NNW of the latrine there is a building platform, presumably the site 
of a timber building. It measures approximately 4m square and has been dug into the 
slope on the S to a depth of 0.6m.
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Site number 7

Visible on 3D

Classification Wall

Confidence on class 4

Period Period unknown

Confidence on period 5

Canmore site descript
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Description Situated on a narrow shelf immediately SE of and below the summit of North Berwick 
Law is an L-shaped length of stony bank, measuring about 1.2m in thickness and no 
more than 0.4m in height, that is probably the remains of a wall. On the W it springs 
from a very steep rocky slope and extends ESE for a distance of 7m before turning NNE 
and running for another 16m. At its NNE end it turns NE for a little over 1m.
The date and function of this wall is not known but it can be seen to overlie the 
remains of the inner line of defence of the fort that crowns the summit of the hill. 
Visited by HES Survey and Recording (JRS, AMcC) 19 February 2018.
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Site number 8

Visible on 3D

Classification Quarry (s)

Confidence on class 4

Period Post-medieval

Confidence on period 4

Description There are two small quarry pits about 20m to the NE of the Signal Station 
accommodation block on the summit of North Berwick Law. Set about 2m apart, each 
quarry measures about 2.5m in diameter and 0.6m in depth. The date of the features is 
not known, but they appear to disturb the remains of the footpath which led to the 
Signal Station (built c.1800). 
Though previously described as possible ‘hut circles/platforms’ (MS 1039/72, Site 8), 
they bear no resemblance to prehistoric house sites. 
Visited by HES Survey and Recording (GFG) May 2018
(NBL 8)
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Site number 9.1

Visible on 3D

Classification Fort

Confidence on class 4
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Period Prehistoric

Confidence on period 4

Description The wasted remains of this fort and its outworks occupy the rocky summit of North 
Berwick Law. Roughly triangular with rounded corners on plan, it measures internally 
up to 103m from NE to SW by the same transversely, and the circuit was designed to 
include slightly flatter ground off to the E and W of the summit boss. The principal line 
of defence is a single wall (A) now reduced to no more than a light band of rubble 
about 4m in thickness and 0.6m in external height, which is visible for most of the 
circuit. The best preserved segment is on the SE where a 5.5m long stretch of outer 
facing-stones is visible. There is now no obvious indication of where the entrance was 
located but it is more than likely to have been at the NW corner where the modern 
path follows a broad and smooth gulley. 
Two terraces (B) on the steep ground to the E of the fort are probably the remains of 
outworks. They lie 14m and 23m E of the main wall respectively, both are 
accompanied by vestiges of an internal quarry scarp, and both follow the contours, the 
upper for a distance of at least 60m, the lower in discontinuous stretches for the same 
distance. One other stretch of wall on the N flank may also be related (C). 
Three further outworks were identified by RCAHMS in 1954 and by the OS in 1975. The 
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Site number 9.2

Visible on 3D

Classification Fort outer ramparts (east)

Confidence on class 5

Period Prehistoric

Confidence on period 4

Description The site is offered further protection by two additional walls further downslope to the 
E, 14m and 23m from the main wall respectively (B). Both follow the contours of the E 
flank, the upper for a distance of at least 60m, the lower in discontinuous stretches for 
some 60m.
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Site number 9.3

Visible on 3D

Classification Bank

Confidence on class 4

Period Post-medieval

Confidence on period 3

Description The discontinuous remains of what was probably a boundary bank are situated on the 
steep W flank of North Berwick Law, extending for a distance of at least 240m from NT 
55425 84246 to NT 55373 84016. The central section is best preserved and here it 
survives as a terrace some 4m in width and 1.5m in height, with an accompanying 
quarry scarp along the uphill side. At its NNE end the bank turns downhill and becomes 
a slighter feature, while at its SSW end it becomes a faint scarp before petering out. 
The purpose and date of the feature are not known but it does not seem to form part 
of the defences of the fort proper (contra Feachem 1963); it may be a more prosaic 
feature of later date, perhaps related to the management of grazing animals or the 
protection of a plantation, joining to another bank further downhill (NT58SE 164). 
A slight bank which crosses the terrace at NT 55417 84181 is upcast from a shallow 
trench that may have carried a cable to the Observation Post on the summit (NT58SE 
65). It is visible for about 50m and runs from WNW to ENE.  
Visited by HES (GFG, DC, LB) 13 November 2018.
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