
Traprain Law

ID 1

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Triangulation pillar (20c); triangulation station (19c); shelter (20c)

Description This Ordnance Survey triangulation pillar, computed in 1943, is situated within the hillfort 
(NT57SE 1) on the summit of Traprain Law (221m OD). Square on plan with narrow 
chamfered corners, it measures about 0.6m square at the base and tapers to a flat top at 
1.2m, where there is a brass mounting plate and retaining hoops for a theodolite. A brass 
flush bracket on the side of the pillar bears the number S3065.
The Ordnance Survey’s 19th century triangulation station is depicted on the 1st edition of 
the OS 6-inch map (Haddingtonshire 1855, Sheet 10) standing some 6m to the N and 
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ID 2

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Plantation dyke; hut (Post-medieval)

Description An oval enclosure stands about 40m E of the summit of Traprain Law (221 OD). It 
measures about 15m from E to W by 14m transversely within a wall that has been 
reduced to a grass-grown stony bank about 1.5m in thickness and 0.2m in height. A later 
structure within the W quadrant may be the remains of a pen. 
A similar enclosure stands 50m to the WSW (NT57SE 177) and they may both reflect 
experimental planting on the hill in the 18th century (Stat. Acct. 2, 350). 
Visited by HES Survey and Recording (GFG) 26 April 2017
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ID 3

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

Numlink
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Northing 674691

Complete linew
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CLASS Natural feature

Description A poorly defined platform about 10m in diameter. Annotated '?hut site' on 1955 survey 
drawing (DP249999).

This feature is not shown on the 2019 plan.
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ID 4

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS House platform (poss)

Description What may be the remains of a circular house platform about 8m in diameter, with a low 
scarp around the N edge.

Identified by JRS.
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ID 5

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Natural feature; graffiti (19th century)

Description The Maiden Stone is a block of phonolite, split from the exposed bedrock to its NE 
leaving a narrow gap in between. It measures 4.2m in length from NW to SE by 0.65m in 
breadth and up to 1.4m in height. The rock, which bears graffiti on its NE face, is depicted 
on the 1st edition of the OS 6-inch map (Haddingtonshire Sheet 10, 1855) and the OS 
surveyors noted that ‘A traditional story is told and believed by the country people that 
no woman except the[y] be a virgin can pass between these rocks...’ (OS Name Book No. 
42, p17, see also p64).
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ID 6

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Natural feature

Description A poorly defined hollow about 18m WNW of the Maiden Stone, and measuring about 4m 
in diameter. It was identified on the RCAHMS 1955 survey drawing (DP350018) as a 
possible occupation site but omitted from their final plan. This is probably a natural 
feature.

This feature is not shown on the 2019 plan.
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ID 7

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Quarry (possible) (post-medieval)

Description A stretch of quarried rock face that measures about 30m from NE to SW. The part NE of 
the fence was not surveyed.

This feature is not numbered on the 2019 plan.
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ID 8

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Boulder bank (period unknown)

Description A stretch of boulder bank about 3m in length from W to W, on the N edge of terrace. 
Possibly related to (9).

This feature is not numbered on the 2019 plan.
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ID 9

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Boulder bank (period unknown)

Description A stretch of boulder bank 5.5m in length from WSW to ENE, on the N edge of a terrace. 
Possibly related to (8).

This feature is not numbered on the 2019 plan.
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ID 10

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Boulder bank (period unknown).

Numlink

Easting 358240

Northing 674752

Complete linew

Complete text



Description A stretch of boulder bank 6m in length from ENE to WSW, on the N edge of a terrace.

This feature is not numbered on the 2019 plan.
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ID 11

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Spoil Heap (Modern)

Description A large mound, which appears to overly the fort wall (NT57SE 1), is situated on the N 
flank of the Law, about 20m W of the quarry fence and 195m NE of the summit. It 
measures about 18m from N to S by 23m transversely and is about 4m in height. When it 
was surveyed by RCAHMS in 1955 it was noted as a ‘quarry tip of top soil and sods from 
farther [east]’ (DP250018). This is still the preferred explanation. 
Visited by HES Survey and Recording (GFG) 15 May 2018.
(TPR11)
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ID 12

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Spring (poss)

Description Boggy patch of ground immediately above old rampart, probably reflecting the same 
water source as the spring situated higher up on the hill.

This feature is not shown on the 2019 plan.
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ID 13

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Powder magazines (19-20c)

Description Two powder magazines, part of the infrastructure of the quarry (NT57SE 171), are 
located on the broad terrace on the N flank of Traprain Law, some 70 SW of the car park. 
The W magazine, principally built in stone, was constructed sometime between the 
survey for the 2nd edition of the OS 25-inch map (Haddingtonshire 1894, Sheet 11.1,) in 
1892 and the survey undertaken in 1906 prior to the revised map being published a year 
later. The E magazine, constructed mainly in concrete, is later in date. Both are fitted 
with secure doors and were not accessible on the date of visit.
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ID 14

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Quarry (possible)

Description About 10m S of the powder magazines (NT57SE 171.1) there is a possible grass-grown 
quarry that measures 20m from E to W by 5m transversely and 3m in depth on the uphill 
side, with a terrace of spoil to the N. 
Visited by HES (GFG, AM) 20 June 2018
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ID 15

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Cairn (period unknown)

Description On the summit of Traprain Law, underlying the modern walker’s shelter (NF57SE 176), 
there is a rubble spread measuring about 7m in diameter by 0.2m in height. Depicted by 
RCAHMS in 1955 and discussed by George Jobey (1976, 192-3), it is likely to represent 
cleared rubble from successive survey or marker cairns, or the adjacent enclosures, 
rather than being the remains of a sepulchral monument. 
Visited by HES Survey and Recording (GFG) 26 April 2017.
(TPR15)
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ID 16

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Quarry

Description Quarry located about 60m E of magazines.
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ID 17

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Quarry

Numlink 360127
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Complete linew
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Description
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ID 18

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Quarry (Modern)

Description Large quarry with terrace to S, and access probably from NW and then through rampart.
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ID 19

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Fort (wall)

Description An intermittent stretch of the fort wall measuring about 60m in length from NE to SW by 
2m in thickness.

Not surveyed beyond the fence.
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ID 20

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Fort (bank)

Description A section of bank about 30m long, broken through with a secondary entrance and further 
disturbed by test pitting. 

No clear relationship with outer wall. Cannot be traced to SSW. Interpreted in 1955 as 
the continuation of the Cruden wall.
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ID 21

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Quarry, track

Description A quarry face extends in discontinuous stretches across the WSW flank of Traprain Law 
close to its foot. It measures at least 80m from NW to SE and may have been accessed by 
a length of trackway, measuring some 35m in length and 3m in breadth, that traverses 
the slope just below it. A drill-hole for explosives at NT 57825 74473 provides evidence 
that at least some the quarry is probably no earlier than 19th century in date. 
Visited by HES (GFG, AM) 13 February 2018. 
(TPR21)
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ID 22

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Quarry

Description The large quarry that removed much of the NE end of Traprain Law closed in 1975 
(Hunter 2003, 252) and only vestiges of the tracks and buildings that serviced it remain. 
At its maximum extent, the quarry measured about 240m from ENE to WSW by about 
145m transversely and the face at the rear rises to about 45m, the total depth of the 
quarry being about 70m. 
The quarry was considerably smaller when it was depicted on the 1st edition of the OS 6-
inch map (Haddingtonshire 1855, sheet 10), annotated as a sandstone quarry, and it was 
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ID 23

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Quarry

Description This quarry has been dug into the unimproved slope that lies immediately below the 
steep crags that form the SE flank of Traprain Law. Oval on plan, it measures about 14m 
from NE to SW by 11m and about 3m in depth. A smaller pit, 4m in diameter, has been 
set into the quarry floor. 
Visited by HES (GFG, AM) 10 November 2017.
(TPR23)
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ID 24

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Quarry (s) (poss); house platform (s)

Numlink 361399
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Northing 674759

Complete linew
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Description Two probable house-platforms are situated on the unimproved slope that lies 
immediately below the steep crags that form the SE flank of Traprain Law. The larger 
(SW) platform is oval and measures up to 35m from NE to SW by 10m transversely within 
a rear scarp up to 4m in height and a front apron along the crest of which is a line of 
edge-set boulders. This was surveyed by RCAHMS in 1955, as was a band of stone along 
the SE edge of the NE terrace, which is now difficult to trace (HES: DP250013). The NE 
platform stands adjacent to its neighbour and is also oval in plan, measuring about 20m 
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ID 25

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Hut

Description The footings of what is possibly a small circular hut overlie the fort wall (NT57SE 1). It 
measures about 4.5m in diameter within grass-grown stone footings about 1.2m in 
thickness and 0.1m in height.
Visited by HES Survey and Recording (GFG, AM) 22 February 2018.
(TPR 25)
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ID 26

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Fort wall (poss)

Description This top of slope, which incorporates intermittent boulders, may represent the location 
of an earlier wall. It is possible that it links to features to the ENE and WSW.

This feature is not shown on the 2019 plan.
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ID 27

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Building (medieval); finds

Description The remains of a rectangular building that may be of medieval date are set against the SE 
side of a bedrock outcrop 40m SE of the triangulation pillar on the summit of Traprain 
Law. It measures at least 9m from NE to SW by 3.4m transversely within a wall with faces 
marked by edge-set slabs. The building was first identified as a possible hut site in 1955 
(HES Archive: DP249999), but it was not depicted on the final RCAHMS plan (Feachem 
1958). During 1996 and 1997 it, together with an irregular area to the W, was excavated 
by AOC Archaeology Group and the National Museums of Scotland (NMS) following a fire 

OS Current

CFA Data

OS 3rd edition

Other sources Rees and Hunter 2000

Site description

Aerial photograph

Ground Photograph

Field visit

Numlink 360554

Easting 358195

Northing 674630

Complete linew

Complete text

ID 28

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Building (medieval)

Description A group of three buildings and remnants of a field system presumably represent the 
remains of a medieval farmstead, situated on a terrace on the N flank of Traprain Law. 
The best preserved building (TPR31) measures 12.2m from ENE to WSW by 4.1m 
transversely within a grass-grown stony bank about 1.9m in thickness, possibly broken by 
an entrance to the SSE. Just 5m to the E are the remains of a second and similar building 
(TPR30), while a further 35m to the E there are the remains of a third (TPR28). A fourth 
building identified by RCAHMS in 1955 does not bear close scrutiny. 
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ID 29

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Quarry

Description A narrow quarry is situated on the NE flank of Traprain Law, about 30m E of a boundary 
fence and 45m S of the public road. It measures about 11m from N to S by up to 4m 
transversely and is at least 2m in depth. It is open to the N where there is a spoil tip 
measuring at least 8m in diameter. 
Visited by HES (GFG, AM) 13 February 2018.
(TRP29)
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RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Building (medieval)

Description
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RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Building (medieval)

Numlink 360144

Easting 358077

Northing 674745

Complete linew

Complete text



Description
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ID 32

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Well

Description A stone-lined spring is situated on the N flank of Traprain Law within the fort, and 130m 
NNW of the summit. It is marked by a natural bedrock fissure about 1.2m in diameter 
and 0.5m in depth. An excavation undertaken in 2000 (MS726/198, Trench 9) provided 
evidence that the spring once had some form of cap and that a culvert had been created 
carrying water to the north. At present there is no secure dating for the stone 
embellishment to the spring. 
The feature is depicted on the revised 2nd edition of the OS 25-inch map 
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ID 33

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Quarry (s); track

Description An area of quarrying (centered NT 5796 7484) is situated on the N flank of Traprain Law 
about 160 WSW of the car park, and 15m SE of the boundary wall. Extending across an 
area measuring about 140m from ENE to WSW by 70m transversely, the quarry is 
represented by the exposed rock-face on the SE, spreads of quarry waste on the NE and a 
few indistinct scarps on the SW. A narrow track or path runs through this area from NT 
57964 74848 to NT 57904 74811. It and two scarps were depicted on the RCAHMS 
survey (Feachem 1958; DP250012).
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Northing 674846
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ID 34

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Excavation

Description The main excavation trench opened by Curle and Cree between 1914 and 1922. The 
outline of the trench has been digitised from the RCAHMS plan (Feachem 1958), and 
then georeferenced using the 1946 vertical aerial photograph. 

The outline of the trench cannot be easily traced on the ground.

OS Current

CFA Data

OS 3rd edition

Other sources Feachem 1958; Close-Brooks 1980; DP248534

Site description

Aerial photograph

Ground Photograph

Field visit

Numlink

Easting 357929

Northing 674598

Complete linew

Complete text

ID 35

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Fort

Description This break of slope may indicate the position of an early defensive wall that has largely 
been largely robbed away. If this interpretation is correct, the wall would have continued 
to the NE before swinging to the ENE, while its route to the SW may have crossed the 
upper terrace.

This feature is not numbered on the 2019 plan.
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ID 36

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Enclosure

Description An oval enclosure stands about 195m SW of the summit of Traprain Law. It measures 
about 17m from NE to SW by 13m transversely within a wall that has been reduced to a 
grass-grown stony bank about up to 2.6m in thickness and 0.3m in height. Part of this 
enclosure is depicted on the 1907 edition of the OS 25-inch map (Haddingtonshire, sheet 
XI.1).
Similar enclosures stands nearer the summit of the hill (NT57SE 174 and 177), and they 
may all reflect experimental planting on the hill in the 18th century (Stat. Acct. 2, 350).
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ID 37

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Quarry

Description A quarry located immediately to the NE of the Cruden wall and some 256m WNW of the 
summit. It measures about 10m from NE to SW by 6m transversely, and about 2.5 in 
depth.

This feature is not numbered on the 2019 plan.
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ID 38

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Excavation trench

Numlink

Easting 358054

Northing 674777

Complete linew

Complete text



Description This excavation trench was opened by Cruden in 1939 (C2). It measures about 26m from 
WNW to ESE by 2.7m transversely, and crosses three defensive walls, corresponding to 
the section published by Cruden (1940, figure 6).

This feature is not numbered on the 2019 plan.
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ID 39

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Excavation trench

Description This excavation trench was opened by Cruden in 1939 (C4). It measures about 8m from 
NW to SE by 2.4m transversely.

This feature is not numbered on the 2019 plan.
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ID 40

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Excavation trench

Description This excavation trench was opened by Cruden in 1939 (C3). It is difficult to trace closely 
on the ground, although the depiction by RCAHMS gave measurements of 8m from N to 
S by 4m transversely.

This feature is not numbered on the 2019 plan.
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Complete linew

Complete text



OS Current

CFA Data

OS 3rd edition

Other sources Cruden 1940, 56, plate 12 (2).
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ID 41

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Excavation trench

Description This excavation trench was opened by Cruden in 1939 (C1). The position and outline are 
taken from the georeferenced RCAHMS plan published in 1958 (DP153238) and are 
accurate to c.5m. 

The area was subsequently quarried away.

This feature is not numbered on the 2019 plan.
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ID 42

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Natural Feature

Description Badger sett.

This feature is not numbered on the 2019 plan.
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Complete linew
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ID 43

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Excavation

Description Three trenches (to E and SW of badger sett) excavated by F Hunter in 2011.

This feature is not numbered on the 2019 plan.
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ID 45

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Hut (poss)

Description A feature that is probably a small hut is depicted on the RCAHMS plan (DP250014) but it 
was not visited due to impenetrable gorse cover.

A small enclosure, measuring about 10m in diameter overall, is shown here on the 1955 
plan. It was not located during field survey and is now in an area of rank gorse vegetation.

This feature is not numbered on the 2019 plan.
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ID 46

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Lynchet; rig and furrow; track

Numlink 360605

Easting 358531

Northing 674823

Complete linew

Complete text



Description Visualisations of an image-based model (HES2017) show a plot of rig and furrow 
cultivation at the foot of the E flank of Traprain Law, extending over an area that 
measures about 110m from NE to SW by 40m transversely. The individual rigs are aligned 
NW and SE, and measure about 4m across. They are overlain by both a modern trackway 
which emerges from a gateway to the NE and a clearance cairn which measures about 
6m by 3m on plan (at NT 58559 74861). A marked terrace at the foot of the rig extends 
for about 50m from NE to SW and stands about 1.5m in height; it is presumably a lynchet 
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ID 47

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Enclosure (med)

Description The remains of a rectangular enclosure, probably of medieval date, stand on the summit 
of Traprain Law, its SW side partly obscured by a cairn (NT57SE 87), itself overlain by a 
walker’s shelter (NT57SE 176). Only the NE part of the enclosure is visible, measuring 
17m in breadth from NW to SE by at least 15m in length over a wall reduced to grass-
grown footings up to 1m in thickness and 0.5m in height. Early surveyors noted the 
presence of this enclosure and Gerhard Bersu opened a trench to explore the feature in 
1947, recovering Roman and medieval pottery (Close-Brooks 1983, 213). A re-excavation 
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RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Boulder bank (possible)

Description A short stretch of boulders, possibly natural, extending 10m from NNE to SSW at the 
entrance to a gulley.
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ID 49

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Field system

Description This field system (49) is located at the foot of SE flank of Traprain Law, in an area of 
ground that has escaped modern cultivation. It extends over a rectangular area which 
measures at least 140m from ENE to WSW by about 40m transversely. The sloping 
ground is subdivided by boulder walls or turf banks into a series of at least four partly 
terraced cultivation plots, and there is some indication of the formation of a lynchet 
along the downward slope where a track is sporadically visible along the lower edge of 
these plots. The terrace along which this track runs is probably a product of the natural 

OS Current

CFA Data

OS 3rd edition

Other sources

Site description

Aerial photograph

Ground Photograph

Field visit

Numlink 360625

Easting 358030

Northing 674356

Complete linew

Complete text

ID 50

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Enclosure; tracks

Description There is a large sub-oval enclosure on the SW flank of Traprain Law, situated immediately 
NE of the boundary wall and 130m SSE of an unroofed building (NT57SE 190). It 
measures about 40m from NW to SE by 20m transversely within a boulder defined bank, 
and is bisected by a central bank that runs NE and SW. A depression at its SE end may be 
a natural spring. 
About 8m to the W of this enclosure, there is a stretch of bank extending for 12m from 
SSW to NNE. Between this and the enclosure there is a hollow track that runs from SSW 
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ID 51

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Enclosure; plantation

Description A ruinous and robbed enclosure stands immediately WSW of the summit of Traprain Law 
(221m OD). Oval on plan, it measures 16m from E to W by 15m transversely within a 
stone wall 1m in thickness and up to 0.3m in height in a single course. The enclosure is 
depicted on the 1st edition of the OS 6-inch map and annotated ‘sheepfold’ 
(Haddingtonshire 1855, Sheet 10) and it features on most subsequent plans of the Law 
(e.g. Curle 1914; Feachem 1958), though it escaped notice in previous written accounts 
perhaps because of its late date (Feachem 1958; Jobey 1976). There is no evidence to 
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RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Chain (silver)

Description An early medieval silver chain was discovered by quarry workers at Traprain Law in 
January 1938 ‘near the quarry, between the 600 and 700 ft contours’ (Edwards 1939, 
326) and acquired for the National Museum in March 1939 (PSAS 73, 333; NMS 
Accession Number X.FC 248). The find spot of the chain is annotated on a plan of 
Traprain Law dated to c.1923 (HES Archive: DP248534) at NT c. 5834 7487, in an area 
now completely quarried away. 
Information from HES (GFG) 12 November 2018.
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RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Quarries; track

Numlink 360892

Easting 358090
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Description A large area of quarrying on the NNW flank of Traprain Law extends W from the modern 
car park for a distance of about 120m, with the majority of features situated on a terrace 
about 25m SE of the boundary wall that runs along the side of the public road. The 
largest individual feature is a quarry pit at NT 5804 7489, which has a floor that measures 
20m from ENE to WSW by 12m transversely and is entered by way of a dog-leg track 
from the NNW. Earlier quarry features to the E are now obscured by the remains of the 
modern quarry (NT57SE 171), while 60m to the W there is another less distinct area of 
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ID 54

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Earthwork (possible); Unidentified pottery

Description A review of the evidence from the excavation by Strong in 1984 has suggested that 
whatever the feature was that was examined on the E edge of the large quarry at the E 
end of Traprain Law there is scant proof that it was a rampart. The discovery of pottery 
and paving indicates that, if anything, the feature recorded was more likely to be part of 
a structure. Further, Strong’s assertion that there was a rampart that extended from the 
quarry about 80m downslope to the SE before turning to extend SW for another 180m 
cannot be substantiated. The feature referred to measures between 5m and 8m in 
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RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Enclosure

Description This roughly square turf enclosure is situated in the flatter ground to the W of Traprain 
Law. It measures about 13m from NE to SW by 12m transversely within a turf bank about 
2.5m in thickness and 0.3m in height; there is an entrance in the NW side. 
Visited by HES Survey and Recording (GFG, AM) 10 November 2018
(TPR55)
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RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Quarry, track

Description Small quarry pit, possibly accessed by a stretch of trackway from the W.

This feature is not numbered on the 2019 plan.
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ID 57

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Pit

Description An unusual drystone-lined rectangular pit, superficially resembling a prehistoric 
souterrain, is situated on the western terrace of Traprain Law, some 235m WSW of the 
summit triangulation pillar. The pit measures internally at least 6.2m from NNW to SSE 
by 1m transversely and is at least 0.3m in depth. It is lined along the two long sides by 
coursed drystone walling, and partially covered with thin stone lintels. 
This feature was recorded during the survey of Traprain Law in April 1955 and depicted 
on the published plan (Feachem 1958). It was described in a notebook of the time as a 
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ID 59

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Building and enclosure (post med)

Description A roofless building stands at the foot of the west flank of Traprain Law and immediately E 
of a drystone dyke. Rectangular on plan with an entrance on the ENE, it measures about 
8m from NNW to SSE by 6m transversely over lime-mortared stone walls that stand to 
gable height but have been reduced to their lower courses on both sides. There is a small 
clearance cairn 20m to the N of the building, while three linear features 15m to the NE 
are probably the result of grubbing out of an enclosure wall. A short section of field 
boundary 23m to the E, now marked by a grass-grown bank, may be of earlier date. 
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ID 60

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Quarry near modern road at NW of hill.

Description There is an area of quarrying at the foot of the NW flank of Traprain Law, some 20m S of 
the public road. The most largest and most obvious section is a length of quarried rock 
face measuring about 25m from NE to SW, but slighter quarry scarps on the hillside to 
the NE and SW extend the total length of quarrying to 60m. The date of the quarry is 
unknown. 
Visited by HES (GFG, AM) May 2017
(TPR60)
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RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Natural terrace

Numlink
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Description An occupation platform was identfied by RCAHMS in 1955 (DP250004), but the feature 
appears to be natural. A single line marking the SW crest was surveyed in 2018.

This feature is not numbered on the 2019 plan.
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ID 64

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Building platform (s) (poss)

Description Two sub-rectangular house platforms separated by a stretch of boulder bank. Taken 
together they measure about 20m from NE to SW by 5m transversely.

This feature is not numbered on the 2019 plan.
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ID 65

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Hut

Description Remains of the structure excavated by Curle in 1914 (Trench C). Some boulders but 
unclear whether circular or sub-rectangular.

This feature is not numbered on the 2019 plan.
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ID 66

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Hut

Description Remains of the downhill structure excavated by Curle in 1914 (Trench C).

This feature is not numbered on the 2019 plan.
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ID 67

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Spoil heap

Description Probably a spoil heap related to the excavation of Curle's Trench C in 1914.

This feature is not numbered on the 2019 plan.
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ID 68

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Natural

Description Depicted on 1955 plan as platform. Not visible on model or in field, although single stone 
was surveyed just to the SSE.

This feature is not numbered on the 2019 plan.
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ID 69

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Natural

Description Depicted on 1955 plan as 'terrace' with three embedded stones along upper scarp. Not 
visible on model or in the field.

This feature is not numbered on the 2019 plan.

OS Current

CFA Data

OS 3rd edition

Other sources

Site description

Aerial photograph

Ground Photograph

Field visit

Numlink

Easting 357962

Northing 674536

Complete linew

Complete text

ID 72

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Natural

Numlink

Easting 358423

Northing 674837
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Complete text



Description Two dumps are shown here on the 1955 RCAHMS survey drawing, but they appear to be 
natural features.

This feature is not numbered on the 2019 plan.
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ID 74

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS 'Traprain Treasure'

Description The find spot has been relocated to NT5792 7458 on the basis of Hogg's 1951 plan, and 
the geo-referenced overall trench plan.
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ID 75

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Enclosure (poss)

Description Close to the foot of the SW flank of Traprain Law there is an overgrown length of stone 
wall that appears to define the S and SW sides of an area, a rhomboid on plan, which is 
otherwise defined on the N and E by the foot of natural slopes. The wall measures 4m in 
thickness by 1.5m in height on its downhill side and on the SW it is broken by a 
(probably) later gap and short length of hollow track. The area defined measures about 
36m from E to W by 30m internally and there is no trace of any internal features other 
than a second track (recorded under NT57SE 198) which runs along the foot of the slope 
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ID 77

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Enclosure

Description The summit area of Traprain Law bears the fugitive traces of an oval enclosure measuring 
some 87m from NE to SW by 65m transversely overall. It is best preserved about 60m W 
of the triangulation pillar, where an arc of grass-grown bank 2m thick and 0.2m high can 
be traced for a distance of about 30m. Two further lengths, in the form of scarps no 
more than 0.1m high, are visible about 30m NNE and SSW respectively of the 
triangulation pillar. The interior of the enclosure appears to be comparatively empty of 
contemporary features except for a low bank that is orientated NW and SE and 
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ID 78

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Pond

Description An oval pool of muddy water, possibly originally a small reservoir, stands 25m SE of the 
triangulation pillar on the summit of Traprain Law. On the date of survey, it measured 
11m from NE to SW by 7m transversely. About two thirds of the pool was excavated by J 
H Cree in 1922 (1923, 221-2), who recovered a small number of artefacts, both 
prehistoric and of more recent date. The pool was also investigated in 1999 during the 
Traprain Law Summit Project (HES Archive: MS 726/177, Trench 3), when a similar range 
of artefacts was discovered.  
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ID 79

RCAHMS 1955

Visible on 3D

CLASS Enclosure

Description An enclosure stands on the W shoulder of Traprain Law within the interior of the fort, 
and immediately W of a hollow that has been previously interpreted as a track. Roughly 
kidney-shaped on plan, it measures about 23m from ENE to WSW by up to 16m 
transversely at the ENE end within a wall up to 2m in thickness composed of massive 
boulders. The interior has been partly levelled into the slope creating a scarp at the rear 
(SSE) up to 1m in height, and a corresponding lip at the front. No entrance is visible. 
The condition of this enclosure, which is one of the better-preserved structures at the W 
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